
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
August 18, 1999/Calendar No. 22 C 990610 PSX 

IN THE MATTER OF an application by the Department of Design and 
Cohstruction, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City 
Charter, for site selection of property located at 765 Manida 
Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 and 2), Borough of The Bronx, 
Community District 2, for use as a community center. 

This application (C 990610 PSX) was filed on May 4, 1999 by 

the Department of Design and Construction for site selection of 

property located at 765 Manida Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 

and 2), Borough of The Bronx, Community District 2, for use as a 

community center. 

BACKGROUND 

The Department of Design and Construction (DDC) is proposing 

the construction of a community center on city-owned property 

located on Manida Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 and 2), 

between Lafayette and Spofford avenues, in the Hunts Point section 

of The Bronx. 

The proposed site is located behind the Spofford Juvenile 

Detention Center, occupying portions of two contiguous tax lots 

(Block 2763, Lots 1 and 2). The combined lots are approximately 

170,000 square feet in area. The northern portion of the lots 

(approximately 136,000 square feet) was assigned to the Department 

of Parks and Recreation (DPR) for use as interim ballfields. The 

southern portion of the lots is partially undeveloped, partially 

used as parking by the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), and 

partially occupied by a play area for an adjacent day care center. 

The proposed community center will occupy approximately 35,600 
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square feet of area in the southern portion of the lots, which 

includes the undeveloped property, a portion of the DJJ parking 

area and a portion (approximately 22,000 square feet) of the DPR 

ballfields. 

The site will be developed with an approximately 15,000 square 

foot building and an outdoor basketball court. The building will 

contain a large multi-purpose room, capable of a variety of uses, 

including volleyball, gymnastics, and public meetings and 

exhibitions. It will also have a computer room, game room, 

offices, locker rooms, bathrooms, and a running track at the 

mezzanine level. The proposed community center is intended to 

serve youth from ages 13 to 18. This is a prototype facility which 

will provide athletic recreational activities, as well as an 

educational resource center, providing such services as counseling, 

peer mediation, and computer training. The applicant anticipates 

that the center will be open from morning until dusk and expects it 

to serve between 50 to 100 persons, daily. The center will be 

operated by a not-for-profit agency which has yet to be chosen. 

The site is located in an R6 zoning district, which allows the 

use. The area around the site is predominately developed with a 

mix of residential buildings, from two-story detached residences to 

six-story apartment houses. The site is well served by public 

transportation. It is four blocks south of the Hunts Point Avenue 

station of the 6 train and the Bx 6 bus runs on Hunts Point Avenue, 

one block east of the site. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 90610 PSX) was reviewed pursuant to the 

NeW York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the 

SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et sect., and the City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedures of 1991 and 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The lead agency is the Department 

of Design and Construction. The designated CEQR number is 

99DDC001X. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the 

proposed action, a negative declaration was issued on May 22, 1999. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 990610 PSX), was certified as complete by 

the Department of City Planning on June 14, 1999 and was duly 

referred to Community Board 2 and the Borough President of The 

Bronx, in accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review 

Procedure (ULURP) rules. 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 2 held a public hearing on this application on 

June 23, 1999, and on that date, by a vote of 19 to 1 with 6 

abstentions, adopted a resolution recommending approval of the 

application. 

Page 3 C 990610 PSX 



Borough President Recommendation 

This application (C 990610 PSX) was considered by the 

Borough President of The Bronx, who issued a recommendation 

approving the application on July 20, 1999, subject to the 

condition, "that the youth center be designed to shield it from the 

detention facility." 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On July 21, 1999 (Calendar No. 3), the City Planning 

Commission scheduled August 4, 1999 for a public hearing on this 

application (C 990610 PSX). The hearing was duly held on August 4, 

1999 (Calendar No. 4). There was one speaker representing the 

Department of Design and Construction, who spoke in favor of this 

application. There were no others speakers and the hearing was 

closed. 

Consideration 

The City Planning Commission believes that the application of 

the Department of Design and Construction, for site selection of 

property located at 765 Manida Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 

and 2), Borough of The Bronx, Community District 2, for use as a 

community center, is appropriate. 

The proposed use would offer a prototype program providing 

both athletic and educational activities, which could be used 

throughout the city as a model for neighborhood recreational, 

social and educational needs. Community District 2 has a severe 
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shortage of recreational opportunities for young people. There is 

only one public library in the district and no public recreation 

centers. It also has the smallest amount of park land in The 

Bronx, averaging less than a half-an-acre of park for every 1,000 

residents. In the Statement of Community District Needs for Fiscal 

Year 2000, Community Board 2 notes the need "to create 'positive' 

gathering places (i.e. movie theaters, sports facilities, and 

youth-oriented retail) for young people in the community." 

The need for this facility was not listed in a Citywide 

Statement of Needs, however, the Community Board and Borough 

President have been involved in this project through numerous 

meetings. In addition, the requirements of Section 204(g) of the 

City Charter have been met. 

The proposed site is located between a day care center and 

ballfields, which provide existing community services which could 

compliment those provided at the proposed center and provide 

recreational opportunities for the youth of Community District 2. 

The site is well served by public transportation. It is four 

blocks south of the Hunts Point Avenue station of the 6 train and 

the Bx 6 bus runs on Hunts Point Avenue, one block east of the 

site. 

In response to the concerns of the Borough President that 

Spofford Juvenile Detention Center be screened from the new center, 

the applicant stated in a letter to the Department of City Planning 

dated July 23, 1999, that: 

The Department of Design and Construction will direct our 
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consultant architect, Castro Blanco-Piscioneri/Hanrahan- 
Meyers to provide appropriate architectural and landscape 
screening elements to their design so as to shield the 
view of the Spofford Juvenile Detention Center from the 
proposed Hunts Point Teen Youth Center site. The use of 
evergreen plantings as well as the attention to security 
needs will be incorporated into the project scope. 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, the City Planning Commission finds that the action 

described herein will have no significant impact on the 

environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 

197-c of the New York City Charter, that based on the environmental 

determination and consideration described in this report, the 

application (C 990610 PSX) of the Department of Design and 

Construction, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City 

Charter, for site selection of property located at 765 Manida 

Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 and 2), Borough of The Bronx, 

Community District 2, for use as a community center, is approved. 

The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning 

Commission on August 18, 1999 (Calendar No. 22), is filed with the 

Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough President of 

The Bronx, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of 

the New York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B. ROSE, Chairman 
ALBERT ABNEY, ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P, IRWIN 
CANTOR, P. E., KATHY HIRATA CHIN, Esq., ALEXANDER GARVIN, ANTHONY I. 
GIACOBBE, Esq., WILLIAM GRINKER, BRENDA LEVIN, EDWARD T. ROGOWSKY, 
JACOB B. WARD, Esq., Commissioners 

Page 6 C 990610 PSX 



Community/Borough Ikgml CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007 

Recommendation FAX # (212) 720-3356 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Return this completed form with any attachments to the 2. Send a copy of the completed form with any attachments 

' Calendar Information Office, City Planning Conunission, to the applicant's representative as indicated on the Notice 

Room 2E at the above address. of Certification, one copy to the Borough President, and 
one copy to the Borough Board, when applicable. 

APPLICATION # C 990610 PSX 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION 

IN THE MATTER OF an application by the Department of Design and Construction, pursuant to 
Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for site selection of property located at 765 
Manida Street (Block 2763, part of Lots 1 and 2), Borough of the Bronx, Community District 2, 
fcr 'ice as a community center. 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 2 

BOROUGH Bronx BOROUGH BOARD 

BX COMMUNITY BOARD #2 
DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING JUNE 23, 1999 LocourTav 1029 F. 163RD ST4EET, 0,- 
WAS QUORUM PRESENT? X. YES NO (A public hearing shall require a quorum of 

20t of the appointed members of the board, 
but in no event fewer than seven such 
members.) 

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKEN BX. COMMUNITY BOARD #2 
DATE JUNE 23. 1999 LOCATION 1029 E. 163RD ST., BX. 

RECOMMENDATION 

X APPROVE APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (itmchmMinonalsheersifnecesmry) 
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VOTING 

IN FAVOR 19 AGAINST 1 ABSTAINING 6 

TOTAL MEMBERS APPOINTED TO BOARD 36 

/7STSTFR THOMAS 
'COMMUNITY/BOROUGH BOARD OFFICER 

JUNE 23, 1999 
CHAIRLADY 

DATE TITLE 
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BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S 
RECOMMENDATION 

ULURP NO: C 990610 PSX 

R ACK.GROLrNID 

This application has been filed by the Department of Design and Construction, pursuant 
to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for site selection of property located at 765 
Manida Street, (Block :763, Lots 1 & 2), for use as a community center. The site is located in 

Bronx Community District Number 2, and zoned R6. It is now under the junsdiction of the Net.; 

York City Department of Parks and Recreation. It is referred to as Julio Barhallo (Matilda) Field 
accommodating two softball fields This entire site is 35,588 square feet, secured by chain link 
fencing and is in excellent condition. 

Proposed by the Department of Design and Construction is a 15,000 square-foot building 
to be located on Julio Barballo Field. It will be used as a comprehensive youth center for 
recreational purposes, serving between 95-125 teen age youth and managed by a minimum of 
five adult supervisors. Hours of operation have not been determined, but it is anticipated that the 
center will be open dunng the day on weekends and holidays, and after school hours. 

Included will be one multi-purpose room to be used for indoor activities such as 
ol!eyball, gymnastics, and public meetings. Locker rooms, bathrooms, a game room, computei 
rooms, classrooms, plus an office is currently planned. An indoor track will be installed on the 
mezzanine level of this one story structure. A full outdoor basketball court will be constructed 
while retaining one softball field. 

Thc selected site has frontage on Manida Street, mid block between Lafayette Avenue on 
thc north, Spofford Avenue on the south, and Tiffany Street on the west. It is in fact surrounded 
on four sides by four institutions. At the intersection of Spofford Avenue and Tiffany Street, 
adjacent to Jose Cahallo Field's the Field) western property line is the Spofford Juvenile 
Detention Center Tree growth coupled with a drop in elevation serves as a buffer between this 
facility and the proposed youth center site. At the intersection of Spofford Avenue and Manida 
Street, is a one story structure in which is located the La Peninsula Head Start program. The 
Hunts Point Teen Youth Center is located at the intersection of Marnda Street and Lafayette 
/-1%,enue, and the Corpus Chnsti Monastery is situated on the corner of Lafayette Avenue and 
Tiffany Street. 

Residential uses in this community consist of two family, wood frame homes in fair to 
good condition, and rehabilitated six story apartment buildings. There are no retail venues 
within a two block radius of the selected site. Spofford Avenue and Lafayette to enue allow for 

two-way traffic, while Tiffany and Manida Streets are one way venues. Conveniently accessible 
public transportation is provided by bus service 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND LTLURP CERTIFICATION 

This application has been reviewed pursuant to CEQR and SEQR and recep.ed a negative 

declaration. This ULURP application was certified as complete on June 14, 1999 

COMMUNITY BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

This application was reviewed by Bronx Community Board 2 on June 23, 1999. The vote 
to recommend approval of this application was 19 in favor, 1 against, and 6 abstaining. 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC HEARING 

The Bronx Borough President held a public hearing on this application on June 24, 1999 
Representatives from the Department of Design and Construction, Parks and Recreation, and the 
architecture firm hired by the applicant made a presentation and responded to questions from the 
Borough President's staff There were no members of the public present. There being no further 
coiliment on this application, the hearing was closed. 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION 

I strongly believe that it is imperative for youngsters to have a safe place to meet friends 
and participate in a variety of activities supervised by professionals. I therefore support the 
construction of a youth center in Hunts Point and the way by which it will be managed 

The sitc selected however has a drawback. It's western property line boarders the 
Spofford Juvenile Detention Center, a facility characterized by chain link fencing, razor wire, 
and barred windows. I therefore recommend that the youth center be designed to shield it &on, 
the detention facility This could be achieved by the design of the building itself, as well as 
landscaping by evergreens in the area between the two facilities. 

With the modification included, I recommend approval of this application. 


