161ST STREET/RIVER AVENUE REZONING

TARGETED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

APPENDIX B — Written Comments on the Proposed Action
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Bronx Borough President

851 Grand Concourse
Bronx, New York 10451

- Re: 161" Street/River Avenue Rezoning

Dear Mr. Diaz:

My client, Strohmayer Real Estate Corp, is in full support of the proposed 161
Street Rezoning. This action will facilitate the development of this very important civic, retail
and residential area of the Bronx. However, because the Site is the largest private development
opportunity (20,000 square foot lot; approximately 200,000 square feet pursuant to Inclusionary
Housing Bonus) in the proposed rezoning area and because of the Site’s unique location, we urge
greater design and massing flexibility. We suggest the following:

1. Permit legal light and air windows on the southern side of the Site, because the
Site is directly north of the City park on Lot 1. This will permit “eyes” on the
public park, providing additional public safety as well as a superior interior
building configuration.

2. Permit a Chair Certification to permit a taller streetwall (60-85).

3. Permit greater flexibility regarding the location of the tower element and rear yard
equivalent, so that the tower element will not overpower East 158" Street, which
is a narrow street. Lot 1, which is directly south of the Site, is greater than 10,000
square feet. Therefore, permitting the location of a tower element closer to the
park will lessen the impact to East 158" Street, but will not negatively impact the
park.

The successful development of the Site will help to jumpstart the area’s
transformation. We believe the suggestions above will provide the design flexibility that will
facilitate a private development on the Site.
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Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerel

Richard Bass, AICP, PP
Senior Real Estate Analyst

cc: Jean S. Harris, Strohmayer Real Estate Corp
Andrea Olstein, Strohmayer Real Estate Corp
Amanda Burden, Director, NYC Department of City Planning
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. Return this completed form with any attachments
to the Calendar information Office, City Planning
Commisslon, Room 2E at the above addrass.

2. Send one copy with any attachments to the
applicant’s repregentative as indicated on the
Notice of Certification.

APPLICATION # C 080365 ZMX
DOCKET DESRCRIPTION

PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT FOR DOCKET DESCRIPTION

COMMUNITY BOARDNO. 4

BOROUGH: THE BRONX

RECOMMENDATION

[ AeprOVE

APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS {List below)

] DisAPPROVE

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets If necessary)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT FOR BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION

Wz

'BOROUGN PRESIDENT

6 [29/2000
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BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S RECOMMENDATION

ULURF APPLICATION NO: C 090365 ZMX EAST 161°" STREET REZONING

6/24/09

DOCKET DESCRIPTION

IN THE MATTER. OF an application submitted by the Department of City Planning
pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New York City Charter for an amendment of
the Zoning Map, Scction Nos. 3b and 6a:

1.

Elimingting from within an existing R7-1 District a C1-4 District bounded by
Morris Avenne a line 100 feet northeasterly of East 1617 Street, a line 100 feet
southeasterly of Morris Avenue and East 161% Street;

Eliminating from within an exi R8 District bounded by River Avenue, & lin2
250 feet northeasterly of East 161 Strect, Bast 162™ Street, Gerard Avenue, East
161* Street, a line midway between Gerard Avenue and Walton Avenue, a line
100 feet sonthwesterly of East 161% Street, a line midway between River Avenue
and Gerard Avenue, & line 150- feet northeasterly of East 158" Street;

ing from an R7-1 District to an R8A District property bounded by East
162" Street and its southeasterly prolongation, Park Avenue, East 161% Street,
and Momis Avenue;

Changing from an R District to a C6-2 District property bounded by East 161%
Street, Concourse Village West, a line 50 feet northeasterly of East 159" Street,
and a line 100 feet northwesterly of Concourse Village West; :

Chbanging from a C4-6 District to a C6-2 District property bounded by a line 140

" foet northeasterly of East 161* Street; Sheridan Avenue, East 1617 Strect, anda’

€8 Fovd

line 100 fest northwesterly of Sheridan Avenus;

Changing from a C8-3 District to a C6-2 District property bounded by East 161*
Street, Concourse Village East, a line 150 feet southwesterly of East 161" Strect,
and Concourse Village West;

Changing from ao R8 District to a C6-3D* District property bounded by River
Avene, & line 250 feet northeasterly of Bast 161% Street, East 162 Street,
Gerard Avenue, East 161% Strect a line midway between Gerard Avenue and

Walton Avenue, a ling 110 feet southwesterly of East 161" Street, a line midway

between River Avenue snd Gerard Avenue, a line 150 feet northeasterly of East
158" Street;
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8. Changing from an C8-3 District to a C6-3D* District property bounded by River
Avenue, 2 line 150 feet northeasterly of East 1582 Street, 2 line midway betweer.
River Avenue and Gerard Avenue, a line perpendicular to the southeasterly street
line of River Aneue distant 100 feet northeasterly (as measured along the strect
line) from the point of intersection of the southeasterly street line of River Avenue
and the northeasterly street line of East 153™ Street; and

9. Establishing within the proposed RRA district a C2-4 District bounded by East
162" Street, a line 100 feet sontheastcrnlzr of Morris Avenue, a line midway
betwaen Fast 161* Street and Fast 162™ Street, a line 100 feet northwesterly of
Park Avenus, a line 100 feet northeasterly of East 1617 Sweet, a line
perpendicular to the northeasterly street line of Bast 161 Street distant 100 feet
northwesterly (as measured along the street ling) from the point of intersection of
the northeasterly street ling of East 161” Street and the northwesterly street line of
Park Avenue, East 161 Street, and Mogris Avenue;

Borough of The Bronx, Community District 4, as shown on e diagram (for illustrative
purposes only) dated March 30, 2009 and subject to the condifions of CEQR Declaration
E-225. :

*Note: a C6-3D District is proposed to be created under a related application N 090364
ZRY for an smendment of the Zoning Resolution.

BACKGROUND

This rezoning secks to promote a variety of mixed-use development slong the East 161%
Strest corridor between River and Park Avenues and a section of River Avenue from East
153 Street to East 162™ Street. East 161% Strect serves as an important major corridor
housing much of the Bronx’ Civic Center, Yankee Stadium, Concourse Plaza Mall,
private offices, parks, retail and residential uses. The New York City Department of City
Planning initiated this rezoning to compliment the major investment along the comidor,
including the Bronx Hall of Justice, redevelopment of Lou Gehrig Plaza, Joyce Kilmer
Park and the Grand Concourse, as well as the development of the new Yankee Stadium to
the west, the redevelopment of Melrose Commons to the east, and dovelopment of the =
" Bronx Temminal Market into the Gateway Center to the south.

‘ Therezoningarcaconsiataofalldrportions of nine blocks along East 161% Streetand
River Avenue divided into three separate nodes:

« Transit Node- the castern side of River Avenue bound by East 153" Strect to the .
south and East 162™ Street to the north, East 161% Street bound by River Avenuo

P@ 3Bvd INSTISZR OM0E XNOME 26SPBESBTLT LPiLT . g8EZ/EZ/90
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to the west, Gerard Avenue to the east on the north side, and midblock between
Gerard and Walton Avenues on the south side.

e Civic Node- the south side of East 161* Street between Concourse Village Bast
and Concoutse Village West, and the west side of Concourse Village
West/Sheridan Avenue between Bast 159® and 162* Streets.

» Residenttal Node- full block bound by East 161% Street to the south, Park and
Teller Avenues to the east, Bast 162 Street to the north and Morris Avenue to
the west,

The rezoning calls for the following actions:

Trapsit Node
o Change from C8-3 to C6-3D along River Avenue
e Change from R8/C1-4 to C6-3D along East 161" Street

' . ChangeﬁomCS—StoCﬁ-zalongEast'lﬁl“Suw Pl
¢ Change from C4-6 to C6-2 at the intersection of Bast 161" Strect and Sheridan
Avenue
e Change from R to C6-2 at the intersection of East 161® Street and Concource

Village West

ntial N

s Change from R7-1 to R8A

¢ Changs from C1-4/C2-4 overlays to C2-4 overlay along East 161 Street, Morris
and Park Avenues

onary H
Tnclusionary Housing regulations would be applied to the C6-3D and R8A districts. For
residential development without an affordable housing componeat, tho maximum FAR
within the selocted areas would be limited to a base FAR of 7.52 in the C6-3D and 5.4 in
the R8A. Developments could qualify for a maximum FAR of 10.0 in the C6-3Dend 7.2 . .
in the R8A, by providing 20 percent of the residential floor area in the development as

seraanently affordable housing for low- and moderate-incoms houscholds, or by
ing o preserving off-site affordable units for low-incomic household ity
ocsted within Community District 4, or within one:

must be)

-+ Below are descriptions of the proposed changes:

o ”‘L'Mm oL 5 : et
- Commercial uses are allowed up to 2.0 FAR; however, in 2 mixed residential/con
building, commercial uses are limvited to the ground floor.

58 v INFIISHid ON08 XNONE PBSPOSSETLT  LbiLT GEOZ/ZZ/N
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C6:2

The C6-2 district would allow high-density residential, commercial and community
facility uses with a maximum permitted FAR of 6.02, 6.0 and 6.5, respectively. C6-2is
an RS residential equivalent district. There is po maximum building height, and the
building envelope is regulated by the sky exposure plane. Because C6 districts are
mapped in arcas well served by mass transit, no parking is required for commercial and
community facility uses. Off-street parkiag is required for 40% of the residential units.

The optional Quality Housing regulations allow residential development a maximum
permitted FAR of 7.2 on 2 wide sireet and 6.02 on a narrow street. Under Quality
Housing rules, the base height of the building at the street may rise between 60 to §0 feet
fhen mmust st back from the street before rising to & maximum building height of 120
feet. ‘ v

C6-3D

The proposed C6-3D district would allow high-density residential, comuercial and
community facility uses with a maximum permitted FAR of 9.0. The 161st Street
rezoning proposal would apply the Inclusionary Housing Program to the proposed C6-3D
rezoning area. Under the Inclusionary Housing Program, the maximurn base residential
FAR in the C6-3D would be 7.52; however, developments utilizing the Inclusionary
‘Housing Program bonus could achieve a maximur FAR of 10.0. Parking would be
required for 40% of the residential units. There would be reduced parking requirements
for public, publicly-assisted and govemnment assisted housing, There would be no parking
requirement for commercial or cormmunity facility uses. g

The C6-3D bulk regulations are designed to facilitate tower development adjacent to an,
elevated train. The building base would be limited to 15 to 25 feet on sites that front the
elevated train; although a secondary base would be allowed to reach a total height of 60 %
to 85 feet. Both the secondary base and the walimited height tower would be required to
get back a minimum of 20 feet from the lot line that fronts the elevated train (for sites leas
than 110 feet deep, the setback would be reduced to between 10 to 19 feet). Where an
existing building with windows is located within 30 feet of an adjacent lot Ime, & P
minioum 15-foot setback would be required. On comer sites that front an elevated train,
& corner setback at the ground level would be required to create additional pedestrian
- circulation space (a comer setback would be optional on other corner locations). In
i addition; if a subway station entrance i3 located along the fromtsge of a propesty, new
' gevelopment would be required to improve and relocate the subway entrance inside:
building. Sidewalk widening requirements would apply along all wide streets within th
Thio R{A: zoning designation would allow higher-density davolopmmmv&mmﬁ:
“‘envelope that would match existing and proposed buildings in the M

9B Fvd INSAISTd OHOd XNONE PEAVRBSETLT iPRLT
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the Inclusionary Housing Program, the maximum base residential FAR ix the RBA wonlck
be 5.4; however, developments utilizing the Inclusionary Housing ngrmbonuscoxud
achxeveamaximumFARof72 'I‘hebasehctgh!ofthobuﬂdmgatthasuwmustbc: '
bmmﬁOtoSSfactandthebmldmgthmmustsetbmkﬁomthemmmgm
a maxinmmm building height of 120 feet, Off-street parhnglsroqxnredfor%ofﬂm :
residential units. The proposed R8A would allow high-density commumity facility uses

up to a maximum FAR of 6.5. - e

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND ULURP CERTIFICATION

This applxcahon was reviewed pursuant to SEQRA and CEQR. An Environmental

Assessment Statement was prepmed&rthxsapph@tiﬂ::mdd&igﬁatedﬂ aTypel

action, mcamngthemwmﬂd‘be a gignificant impact, and resulted in a Positive

Declaration. The City Planning Commission certified this application as complete ca
- March 25%, 2009.

‘ *comumw BOARD PUBLIC HEARING

| 'anxCommumWBoard4holdapubhchmngmdappmvedth1sappﬁca&monMRy
19% 2009 with a vote of 10 in favor, 2 against, and 3 abstaining, -

'BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S PUBLIC HEARING

TheBronxBmughﬁesxdmthaldapubhchamngonﬂnsapphcaummme4“’ maf‘
Five members of the public representing the 161" Strect Business Improvement Digtrict; -
(BID), local property owners, and Carpenters Union Local 608 were present. The
representatives of BID and local property owners gpoke in favor of the rezoning.

Strohmayer Real Estate Corp., property OwWners at 210 River Avenns, had the following
suggestions for their gite:
. Pcrmltmdowsonmesouthmdeofthwmpmywpmwdﬁ cyasonthemee-t"
for the park and parking lot across the stroct. ' | |
.  Pegmit g taller strestwall of 60-85 feet.
. Pamttgwaa‘ﬂadbiﬁtymthclocamnofapotmnalmw
: AT .sn'eet),a.ndcloseﬂothepuk.

. StreetdetVﬂAvmecom
y foracenualnodctocalla

L0 EVd INSAISE ONDE XNONE
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Stadium and the Bronx Terminal Market to create a continuously active center for the
borough. Increasing density at the borough’s busiest transfer station, with three line

access to the East and West Sides of Manhattan, as well as Brooklyn, transforms the 161®
Street-Yankee Stadium station into the major hub it should be.

Recommended M tions

o Assurs sufficient analysis is done to identify ways to mitigate overcrowding and
delays for the BX6 bus. Significant impacts (though no mitigation) were
idemtified for the BX13, which follows the BXS route along East 161 Street only
during rush hours, The BX6 curently has significant overflow and bunching
during rush hours. The potential creation of §94 units in this rezoning, in addition
to the thousands of units being created at Borcina Village, Courtiandt Corners, St
Ann's Terrace and the Melrose Commons North RFP sites; 553,484 square feet of
potential office space; and 113,553 square feet of potential retail space, will only
irmpact this line even further, as it provides s primary conduit f0'Subway socess..

Bus-only lanes during rush hours should be considered.

e Mitigate the impact of a 2% increase of needed day care slots to 135% utilizati
1 ackmowledge that this figure is below the five percent incroase mitigation CEQR.
threshold, but increasing need in one of the most underserved areas of the City
deserves mitigation. Administeation for Children’s Services (ACS) is currently”
looking to build a facility in the ares given the high need. Tunde DCE
is working with ACS to further analyze the matter. I hope sufficient

made 10 alleviate this Slt“aﬁon

» The Environmental Impact Statement projects school enrojlment increases that
exceed seat capacity, et do not meet the CEQR threshold, it is my position that
scating capacity will be addressed.

Tn June 2008 the Bronx Borough President’s Office, glong with other elected

officials and education advocates, engaged the Department of Education and met
with Chanoellor Joel Klein, to discuss Bronx neighborhoods i ed
Among these were the Highbridge and Westi€g
£S09). Loeal public.eduncation advVocatesH
:mpact of the increase in population anti

iy parficlar; say there is an urgent need for & middle school
as to’be addressed, Department of City Planning population it
for Highbridge and West Concourse are 14.1% and 4.7% vospe

P

Yok City Housing Development C
Preservation and Development and other sources.
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i

aforementioned in the first bullet, is sﬁuciﬂx&rundcrcomwﬁonorygttobe
developed, many of the elementary and middle school students who will occupy
these units were not counted in the October 2006 Blue Book data, nor were they
considered in the Grier Partnership projections.

s I rofoundly concerned about the projected impamgmomdimhe
E?a?irlzmmentalsimpact Statement (EIS) at the intersection of Eas 149?,' Streetat
River Avenue, which has no spare capacity and for which the E

cates
‘mitigation is not possible, This is the worst of several intersecti jons projected 10

be impacted.

i itigati I i i East 161 Street,
While the EIS proposes mitigation for mnpacwd intersections on

this is 2 critical east/west corridor deserving of 2 more thorough multi-modal
assessroent, including the benefits of replacing the a]rcadymedanddmgmd
East 153" Street Bridge.

I recommend spproval of this application with the aforementioned modifications.

R R Rt LTI b
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From: James Rausse [mailto:JRAUSSE@bronxbp.nyc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2009 12:19 PM

To: CAROL SAMOL; RYAN SINGER

Cc: Wilhelm Ronda

Subject: RE: 161st Street

Importance: High

Hi Carol/Ryan,
| am just going to forward you all of our questions for reference:

e BX6- why is WB not accounted for?

0 With development of Boricua Village, Courtlandt Corners and St. Ann’s Terrace, there
will be 1700 new units in 3 developments alone. On top of Melrose Commons North
SitesA,B & C

e Clarify traffic impacts on River Avenue & 161*

e Heritage Field will be shadowed 4-5 hours during the morning and early afternoon on two dates
analyzed

e ACS identified this specific area as an already high-need area. 2% increase for 135% capacity.
How can the increased slots not have a significant impact on the area?

e How are the market/affordable figures calculated? New market rate housing has been few and
far between. Most of the housing in the area has been subsidized. How will the no action
scenario result in more market rate than affordable housing? If anything, this rezoning will
promote market rate housing, with the inclusionary being the incentive

e How does the Park Avenue traffic mitigation match up to the Morris Avenue mitigation. Morris
& Sherman are two hot spots, which result in backup to Park Avenue. How does two seconds
taken from EB/WB for Park impact that intersection, given six is being reallocated to EB/WB for
Morris?

0 How the impact for Sheridan/CVW, which has no mitigation IDed
0 How will these changes impact the BX32, which regularly arrives late?

e Was the proposed Highbridge MS taken into account?

e How will #2 oil or natural gas usage be ensured?

e How will the current clearly unacceptable traffic noise issues be addressed, even though it will
slightly increase with the existing proposal?

e  Will this allow hotel development?

e Bus-only lane during rush hours?

James Rausse, AICP

Director, Budget & Housing

Office of the Bronx Borough President
851 Grand Concourse

Bronx, NY 10451

P: (718) 590-6104/3514

F: (718) 590-2698

b—ﬁ PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING MY EMAIL
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2 Broadway Howard K. Roberts, Jr.
New York, NY 10004 Presidant

w New York City Transit\\\
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May 11,2009

Ms. Carol Samol

Director

Department of City Planmng, Bronx Office
One Fordham Plaza, 5™ F,

Bronx, NY 10458

Re: 161 Street/River Avenue 'Rezoning Draft Enyironmental Impact Starement

Dear Ms. Samol:

JECEIVER)
FAY 12 2008

DEPT. OF &iYY P
BRONX OFRica NG |

Thank you for meeting with us at our office on April 14, It was very helpful for us 1o
discuss this project with you and DCP staff. The New York City Transit Division of

Operations Planning has reviewed the DEIS for the proposed 161 Street/River Avenve
rezoning and have the followi mg corrections and comments regarding the Truasi mul e

Peclesmans section:

From the- subsecnon “Subway & Metro North, Rallroad v We have the followmg

comments:

¢ pJ34-1: The Gltrain runs express in the Bronx to Manhattan on weekdays and A
bypasses the 16 1* Street station only between 6:30 and 9:30 AM (tex\ states 6:30

AM to 12:30 PM).

e

e p.3.4-1: The @ train runs express in the Bronx from Manhattan on weekdays and

bypasses the 161% Street station only between 4:00 and 7:00 PM {tex\ slates 12:30

PM to 10:00 PM).

- p.3.4-1: Neither the @ nor the €3 run special express services for Yankees
games. The @), however, does run northbound local service to 161™ Streer for
games on weeknights, when the @) normally would run express in the northbound

direction in the Bronx. Please correct text.

v p.3.4-1: Last paragraph — The station complex features a full-time staffed

mezzanine below (text states “above”) the intersection of 161 Street and River

Avenue. The mezzanine above the same intersection is available for passenger
use at all times but is not staffed 24 hours / 7 days a week.

» p.3-4-1: During non-game days, the station complex is served by six street stairs

"' 10 the @) train and four to the Q train. Given that the proposed rezoning is on
both sides of 161* Street, why is only one€ street stair analyzed? It appears that

multiple street stairs will experience a small amount of project-induced ridership.

There is no mention of fare arrays either.

MTA New York Clty Translt Is an agency of the Metropolitan Transperistion Autherily, Slate of New Yoric
Eliiot €. Sander, Executive Director and CEO

H. Dale Hemmerdinger, Chakinan

50-Gi.6537 1187

J99d

SEPEBZLZTZT

12"
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v Carol Samol
May 11, 2009
Page 2 of 3

» Although there are no likely impacts (since the low project-induced subway
ridership will be split among numerous platform stairs), it should be
mentioned why platform stairs are not analyzed.

» Tables 3.4-3, 3.4-4,3.4-5 : The street stair on the northeast corner of 161* Street
and River Avenue (stair SB1/SB2) is 711" in actual width, which amounts to an
effective width of 6’8", :

From the subsection on bus operations, we offer the following comments:

= p.34-6: Bxl/2 route description should read: “The Bx 1/2 Brovides local and .
limited-stop service in the Bronx between Kingsbridge/Riverdale and The -
Hub/Mott Haven. The Bx1 aperates ptimarily on the Grand Concourse, Sedgwick
Avenue, and W 2317 Street. The Bx2 operates primarily on Lincoln Avenue, 31
Avenue, 149" Street, the Grand Concourse and Sedgwick Avenue.” All other text
is accurate until last sentence, which should begin: “In 2006, the Bx1 and Bx2 -
were ranked nuraber 7 in annual ridership...” B '

» Figure 3.4-2; Recent changes to the Bx13 and Bx2 routes are not reflected on the
map. Bx2 no longer tums off of Grand Concourse Bivd on 165" Street, but
continues on the same path as the Bx1 for the extent of this map. Bx 13 runs along
E 161" Street in both directions, but it no longer operates on 164™ Street and
River Avenue. The Bx13’s full-time terminus is at Walton Ave, with part-time
service extended to Elton Ave. The map currently shows the Bx 13 extending to
Eltan Ave full time. Finally, the source is indicated as the NYCTA Queens Bus
Map, and should read as the Bronx Bus Map. .

= Table 3.4-6, 3.4-8, 3.4-9: The Bx41 route uses articulated buses, but the capacity
projections assume regular buses. The following changes should be made to these
tables:

. Tuble 4.3-6. AM peak, Bx4l;  Available capacity should read as 279,
2. Table 4.3-6, Midday peak, Bx41: Available capacity should read as 383.
3. Table 4.3-6, PM peak, Bx41: Auvailable capacity should read as 382.
4. Table 4.3-6, Sat, Bx41: Available capacity should read as 442.
5. Table4.3-8, AM peak, Bx4l:  Available capacity should read as 177.
6. Table 4.3-8, Midday peak, Bx41: Available capacity should read as 342.
7. Table 4.3-8, PM peak, Bx41: Available capacity should read as 294.
B. Table 4.3-8, Sat, Bxd1: Available capacity should read as 386.
9. Table 4.3-9, AM peak:

Bx41 2018 No-Action; Available capacity should read as 183,

Bx41 2018 Action: Available capacity should read as 159

S6PEBCLZTIZT PY:pT 6BOZ/S1/50
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Cargl Samol
May (1, 2009
Page 3 of 3

10. Table 4.3-9, Midday peak:

Bx41 2018 No-Action;
Bx41 2018 Action:

L1. Table 4.3-9, PM peak
Bx41 2018 No-Actian:
Bx41 2018 Action:

12. Table 4.3-9, Sat. peak
Bx4l 2018 No-Action:
Bx41 2018 Action:

Auvailable capacity should read as 334.
Available capacity should read as 308.

Available capacity should read as 299.
Available capacity should read as 267.

Available capacity should read as 442.
Available capacity should read as 367, -

Please feel free to contact me if you have an y additional questions.

Sincerely, .

('} el g‘/’&f-—/ﬂzﬂpér %ﬂ-
: —éff L’:)J/D’

Ted Orosz ;

Director, Long Range Bus élanning

cc:  Ed Helenious MTA
Robert Newhouser NYCT
Judith McClain NYCT
Jerery Parnes NYCT
Joseph Chiarmonte NYCT

pu—
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New York City ) Pt Vork, New York 10013
Department of Transportation Tol: 212-878-1680 Fax: 212-442-7912
Jane'te Sadik-Khan, Commissioner Web:www.nyc.govidot
To: Glen Price, Director

' Department of City Planning
From: = Naim Rasheed, Dircctor -
Re: 1613t Street/River Avenue Rezoning. Bronx

Targeted Draft Environmental Impact Statement
CEQR No. 09DCP024X

‘Date: . March 18,2009

The above referénced action is being reviewed by the Office of Project
Analysis/CEQR in the Division of Traffic Planning under the City Environmentel Quality

Review (CEQR) Process as stipulated by the Cit} Charter.

The Department of City Planning (DCP) proposes to rezone all or portions of
eights ‘blocks in three arcas along the 161st(Street and River Avenue corridors to
provide opportunities for new residential, kcommercial, and community facility
development in the civic heart of the Bronx. In conjunction with the rezoning, DCP
proposes to creste a new zoning district (CA-3D) to facilitate development along
River Avenne with its elevated subway line and to employ the Inclusionary Housing
Program to encourage development of affordable housing. The “Reasonable Worst
Case Development scenario™ (RWCDS) for the proposed action includes 594
residential units, 306,000 square feet (sf) of pffice space, 42,000 sf of retail space
and Z11 parking spaces, The 161st Street/River Avenue rezoning is located in
Comramity District 4, and is generally bound by River Averus on the west, Baat
162nc. Street to the north, Park Avenue to the east, and Fast 159th and East 153:1d
Streets to the south. The Build year is 20138, We have reviewed the Traffic and
Parking chapter of the Targeted Draft Envi ental Impact Statement (TDEIS) and

have 1he following comments:

Traffis ‘ :

1. Please have the consultant verify the si
Street intersection, The official timing \

.seconds . green time and five seconds (clearance time. Also, please have the

‘consultant explain why the Highway acity Software (HCS) analysis denotes

an asterisk (a manual change to the adju facror) of fg;

2. Please bave the comsultant explain why the physical inventories excluded
information (i.e., such as parking regulbtions, bus stops, crosswalk types, lane
_markings, etc.) which is needed to verify the HCS analysis; : ’

timing at Jerome Avenue and 161"
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3. Please have the consultant check and the imbalances on the 161% Street
corridor during the Midday 2018 No-Action condition (Figure 3.3-7) at River
Avenue (castbound) and a1 Motris Aventle (eastbound and westbound);

. 4. Tables 3344, 4B and 5B — Please have{the consultant explain why the auto and
© taxi occupancies for the 125™ Street Rezpning EIS was used in the calculation of
Tetail- and community facility-related vehicle tripa? Please provide ths source of

_this information from the EIS; )

S. Please have the consultant cxplain the vehicle rip assignments ae most project-
~related trips seem to be pass-by the propased i

ce Stadivm, Bronx' Terminal Market,

6. Page 3.3-4 - No Build projects (i.e., Yan

Lower Concourse Rezoning, etc.) itigati improvementi;
‘Please have the consultant include a seption M-Mw'mﬁg;r

"typea of mitigation, approaches affected fan: Build year. Also, planse ensure L

the measures have been incorporated in 2 No Build condition and that they are 7]
identified in the- HCS analyses; -

7. Page 3.3-4 - Plcase have the consultant y this section to idemtify the dates
_when the field counts were collected. Typically, counts condncted after June 15®
may not be reflective of normal traffic|conditi given to the school emding, '
/vacations, ctc. Should the counts be conk after this date, there should be a
.discussion an what was done o calibrate the data to typical conditions:

' 8. Page 3.3-16 — Plense have the consultat clarify why only those soff sites that
would add more than 50 vehicle trips (also page 3.3-52) where identified among
the list of soft sites for analysis, We do ot belicve the CEQR. Technical Manual
identifics this vehicle trip threshold for|soft sites. In addition, please have the

. .cgmmltantploasem'ovidcaﬁgmcﬂmtshwsdmvehicleassignmemfmmhsoﬁ
gite and for all soft sites combined: _
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9‘. Pm 33"29 - le bm the consy
‘asgignment for the PM peak hour which
peak bour occurs at 5:00pm to 6:00pm.
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1. Please bave the cousultant identify the (criteria to identify illegally and legally
parked vehicles and how illegally parked vehicles were factored into the parking

.and waffic analyscs. Please provide blo -by-block diagrams illustrating Where

2. Pleasehsvothamﬂtmtexplmnwhy

. .capacity (1,200 vchxclu)wmmdxﬁ
paﬂnugavaﬂubihty3152 off-sirect spa

“wiilization rate, otoamtduetodaﬂy i
. 'wo recommend not assigning vehicles
 These vehicle should be assigned to

4. Page 3.3-79 — please have the cons
Gmaﬁm@"edxﬁon)forthcpcak
 from other EISs or surveys conducted

T4 .
Table 3.3-22 - Please have the consultant use the
themﬂumxuonmmdmﬂwmufmym-

Q:ouldyouhtvemqu:wmwmad ad
(212) 676-1680 or Henry Colon at (212) 676-2}

c: jA’cﬂng.AlCR.Russo,B/C(lean,:s?' .
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