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Article IX - Special Purpose Districts 
 
Chapter 1 
Special Lower Manhattan District 

 
* * * 

 
91-00 
GENERAL PURPOSES 
 
The "Special Lower Manhattan District" established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect public 
health, safety, general welfare and amenity. These general goals include, among others, the following specific 
purposes: 
 
(a) encourage development of a 24-hour community through the conversion of older commercial buildings to 

residential use; 
 
(b) facilitate maximum design flexibility of buildings and enhance the distinctive skyline and streetscape of 

Lower Manhattan; 
 
(c) improve public use and enjoyment of the East River waterfront by creating a better physical and visual 

relationship between development along the East River and the waterfront area, public access areas and the 
adjoining upland community; 

 
(d) enhance the pedestrian environment by relieving sidewalk congestion and providing pedestrian amenities; 
 
(e) restore, preserve and assure the use of the South Street Seaport Subdistrict as an area of small historic and 

restored buildings, open to the waterfront and having a high proportion of public spaces and amenities, 
including a South Street Seaport Environmental Museum, with associated cultural, recreational and retail 
activities; 

 
(f) establish the Historic and Commercial Core to protect the existing character of this landmarked area by 

promoting development that is harmonious with the existing scale and street configuration; and 
 
(g) promote the most desirable use of land and thus conserve and enhance the value of land and buildings, and 

thereby protect the City's tax revenues. 



 
* * * 

 
91-05 
Applicability of the Quality Housing Program 
 
Within the #Special Lower Manhattan District#, #buildings# containing #residences# may be #developed# or 
#enlarged# in accordance with the provisions of Article II, Chapter 8 (The Quality Housing Program), except that 
the #bulk# regulations for #Quality Housing buildings# set forth in Article II, Chapter 3 and modified by Article 
III, Chapter 5, of Section 28-11 shall be superseded by the #bulk# regulations of this Chapter. Recreation space 
required pursuant to Section 28-30 28-20 (RECREATION SPACE AND PLANTING AREAS) shall be in 
addition to any recreation space required pursuant to this Chapter. 
 

* * * 
 
91-20 
FLOOR AREA AND DENSITY REGULATIONS 
 

* * * 
 
91-23 
Floor Area Increase for Provision of Recreation Space 
 
In C5-3, C5-5 and C6-9 Districts, the #residential floor area ratio# of a #zoning lot# may be increased to 12.0, 
provided that recreation space, for the #residential# occupants of the #building# on such #zoning lot#, is provided 
in an amount not less than 13 square feet for each #rooming unit#, 16.25 square feet for each #dwelling unit# or a 
total area of at least 5,000 square feet, whichever is greater. 
 

* * * 
  

END 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


