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VISION

Revealing completely new ways of how people relate to their land, by showing how natural processes and human
activities can coexist in a long-term, self-sustaining environment. 

Restoring the ecosystem to a state of balance by active human participation in natural processes. 

Returning to public use the land that has been inaccessible for the last 50 years, putting it back together to 
provide an exceptional park for the City and the Region and within this three dedicated parks for Staten Island.

Regenerating Fresh Kills, as a catalyst for changing perceptions. It will show how a public park can respond to
the ecological, energy and hydrological cycles and systems of the place. Will demonstrate at all scales the 
methods and attitudes by which renewable energy resources and land stewardship can be implemented.

Researching new technologies for environmental and architectural design, bringing together landscape and built
form in a completely integrated way to deliver an assembly of built structures of the highest international 
standard in which visitors can not only experience the world's diverse environments but also the dynamic
processes that create and sustain them. 

Reintegrating the site at all levels - within the Island, across to the city and the region, while generating 
mixed-use opportunities and responding to community aspirations.

The Energy Center - focusing                     on energy
resources, sustainability and recycling.

The Earth Center - a magnificent complex producing a
whole spectrum of native plants from seed, together with
rich soil and compost required to establish them.

The Eco-spheres - representing the ultimate synthesis of
technology and nature - will be climate-controlled 
structures hosting ecosystems from three contrasting 
climate zones - tropical, sub-arctic and temperate -
which feature on the Atlantic bird migration route. 

This relationship between nature and technology offers
unprecedented potential to explain and research 
sustainable development in a modern metropolis and to
confront people about the issues and responsibilities f
acing them as urbanites. The idea of the park as a 
self-sustaining resource will generate interest not just at
island, city and regional levels but on an international
scale too.

Starting at the edges of the site,          moving to the
interior, where the salt creeks            flow, a varied 
mosaic of parklands will be created.   Fully accessible to
the north, east and south of Fresh Kills, Travis, Heartland
and Arden Parks will provide a rich variety of activities and
symbolically reconnect communities with walkways leading
down to the creek shore. This pattern of increasing 
accessibility will be expressed by bridges and jetties built
as the park is renewed, making more and more journeys
and experiences possible.

As Fresh Kills develops over time, the opportunity to bring
together nature and human technology in new ways will
lead to the establishment of a family of built facilities,
interpreting and entirely sustained by energy sources on
the site:  

The Migration Center - a unique facility focussing on
birdlife and bringing the spectacle of bird migration to a
broad audience, set within a stunning wetlands landscape.

Phasing 2002 - 2005

1. commence tree planting alongside route 440 to create 
a Greensward Parkway, including north-south cycle and 
footpaths:
·completes a strategic ‘green’ link with Staten 

Island Green Belt
·significantly enhances the visual experience of the 
site, signalling the start of the process of making Fresh Kills into a
park
·incorporates cycle, jogging and footpaths in the Olmsted tradition

2. establish land bridges at Arden Heights and Travis, each 
to include a planted habitat bridge and a pedestrian / 
bike crossing

3. create E-W link between Richmond Ave / 440 SW (cars cycles
pedestrian) giving early benefits for local congestion

4. ‘reclaim’ perimeter boundaries and establish
perimeterparks

5. perimeter park ‘fingers’ each extend into central wetlands area
maximizing accessibility and establishing link to water jetties from
each surrounding community

6. establish Muldoon Ave link onto site

7. set up research programs for plants, soil and energy (these will
become satellite university research institutes at the next phase)

8. native seed collection begins with schools and community
involvement

9. establish center for plant nursery operations, including green-
houses, packing shed and nursery fields, near to existing com-
posting facility

10. establish planting to perimeter parks, in conjunction with the
plant nursery operation, also plant in adjacent streets / mall etc to
‘break down’ the boundaries

11. begin propagate planting for future Eco-spheres - as part of
community and research activity

12. establish active program for increasing composting to facilitate
soil forming operation

13. establish freshwater ponds within central zone, taking excavat-
ed material to crushing facility on site to be incorporated into soil-
forming operation

14. complete gas recovery plant

15. complete installation of gas barriers and any other landfill pro-
tection systems required
16. complete leachate recirculation infrastructure to 1/9 (for use
now or later in phasing, dependent on outcome of economic plan-
ning analysis)

17. begin import of dredgings and, potentially, sewage sludge to
facilitate soil-forming operations

18. continue operations at concrete crushing facility to build up
supplies of soil-forming material for loose-tipping locally to
improve topographical and microclimatic variation

19. maximize energy potential from site: methane, solar and wind,
dependent on community consultation 

20. stage one visitor / recreation centers, one in each perimeter
park to focus interest 

21. establish management structure / fundraising etc

22. begin community outreach program

23. art program: high profile commission / competition

24. artist involvement

25. start to establish secondary elements eg bird hides / visitor
facilities

26. begin program of on-site assessments for soils, existing habi-
tats and water systems prior to beginning ecological management,
soiling and planting operations

27. begin long term program of conservation / management of
existing salt marsh and other habitats, involving field researchers
with schools and volunteers

28. begin pockets of commercial development within perimeter
parks to create revenue, dependent on business analysis and
community consultation 

Phasing 2005-2007

1.planting of the wetlands is completed as the ‘core
landscape’

2. establish freshwater and saltwater wetland birdlife
center, with a visitor focus - the Migration Center -
with all visitor / study amenities serving the wetlands 

3. construct the Energy Center, telling the story of the
landfill, leading onto resource utilization, recycling
and other energy / waste aspects of the working site.
The Center is to include a research institute in ener-
gy / sustainable building

4. Fresh Kills Management Group increases with
diversifying occupations / interests and moves into
new building in the Resource Hub

5. complete Arthur Kill coastline planting
6. set up harbor arrival pier and facilities, begin core
service to and from Manhattan 

7. establish pedestrian footbridge between the
Resource Hub and the Energy Center 

8. develop research facilities / education / conference
center in the Research Hub as a focus for research
and learning gathered in the course of the project

9. develop further facilities, recreation and associated
student housing / conference accommodation at
perimeters

10. continue work to make localized changes to
topography and hydrology and additions of soil 

11. form open prairie ‘bowl’ for large public events
on the top of 1/9 by adding fill 

12. 2/3 and 3/4 seeding and planting - priority

13. 6/7 and 1/9 seeded and planted

14. first phase planting

15. plant 1/9 Arthur Kill south tip, designed to draw
through birds into the migration theater

16. all remaining areas planted / seeded

17. continue propagation for future Eco-spheres at
the nursery

18. maintain ongoing program of tree nursery devel-
opment at perimeters and beyond

19. commence international design competitions for
certain built elements eg bridges / centers 

20. open Arthur Kill 1/9 coastal walk to migration
theater

21. on-site university research placements, in eg
renewable energy, plant biology, land stewardship
and landscape architecture

Phasing  2007-2010

1. 3/4 and 2/8 fully open linking with routes and
trails through the 440 Greenward Parkway

2 establish 3 Eco-spheres - tropical, sub-arctic and
temperate - and plant them

3 continue trees/other planting throughout the park 

4 establish new harbor building and extend ferry
service (eg 2012 Olympic proposal for Bronx to
Staten Island ferry)

5 on site conferences and field projects continue,
with conferences held at the Resource Hub
Conference Facility

6 additional buildings established at the Resource
Hub for a new Staten Island Civic building (subject to
consultation) and potential new businesses

7 solar panels to be included on all buildings, and
interpreted in the Energy Center

8 consider biomass plant

Phasing  2011 - 2012

1. 6/7 and 1/9 fully open

2. community, research, art and other activities con-
tinue to diversify and expand

3. Fresh Kills Management Group also consolidated,
to include marketing and business opportunities
group looking at how the plant nursery and Energy
Center can generate future business ventures at
Fresh Kills. 

4. Plant nursery operation to continue with plants
also supplied, potentially, to other New York City
parks 
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At the heart of Fresh Kills  will be a family of unique built 
environments, integrating the site's resources, its nature,  energy
and people, to create a dynamic varied experience.

The Hub will be the central  focus and heart of Fresh Kills built
elements, embracing reception facilities, interpretation, 
education, research and business opportunities.  

The Migration Center will interpret the spectacular phenomenon
of bird migration over the Atlantic Flyway, and will be set within
the heart of the Fresh Kills  Wetlands landscape. 

The Energy Center will celebrate the site's own energy resources
and the new    technologies utilised  to harvest them, and will be
Fresh Kills operational heart.

The Earth Center will focus on the land, its  soil and plants, and
will propagate native American species for Fresh Kills as well as,
in time, for all of New York City's parks. 

The Eco-Spheres will house world climate zones -  tropical, sub-
arctic and temperate- entirely  powered by the    energy sources
on the site. 

Just a few summers from now, Fresh Kills
on Staten Island will be transformed into
our planet’s greatest new self-sustaining 
landscape environment.

No other site in the world has such a
distinctive 
combination of natural resources and
latent 'free' energy, each a result of Fresh
Kills’ history and each instilling the place
with a powerful dynamic for change.

By enriching and 
harnessing this unique 2,200 acre
reserve, Fresh Kills will emerge in a
decade or so as a place so rich and
diverse that it will truly become the heart
of Staten Island - a 21st century urban
park of world renown and an exemplar for
the City of New York. 

1/9 reopens, Septem
ber

Fresh Kills Creek WalkFresh Kills Neighborhood Connection Fresh Kills Habitat Bridges on Route 440

SITE CONTEXT 

Natural Systems

Regeneration of Fresh Kills will play a key role in ecological diversity and natural resources management within
larger networks and systems as follows:

Waterfront:  Completion of an uninterrupted waterfront at Fresh Kills planted with native species along its whole
length will introduce a valuable habitat corridor close to the creek system of Arthur KillI- and will set a precedent
for improving the environmental and visual quality of Arthur Kill. 

Watershed:  Fresh Kills lies at the heart of a much larger water system within the natural island ridgeline. Playing
a vital role in storm water management and nature conservation, this wider natural system will inform how new
wetlands and hydrology will work across the site. 

Vegetation:  Fresh Kills presents a major opportunity by replicating key vegetation and habitat types from
elsewhere on the Island and in the region. The goal of transforming the diversity of vegetation on the landfill
mounds, including the provision of a variety of trees, shrubs and bushes, as well as grassland, will vastly improve
its attractiveness to wildlife throughout the wider context.

Migratory Flyway: The twice-yearly passage of migratory birds through the New York City/Staten Island area, as
part of the Atlantic Seaboard Flyway, is a natural phenomenon which, we propose, is focused on the Fresh Kills
site. The mounds provide updrafts useful for raptors and are relatively scarce on the eastern seaboard of the US. 

Transportation Network
Staten Island is characterized by difficulties in public transport infrastructure. Fresh Kills presents a considerable
opportunity to relieve existing congestion and create a new local integrated transport hub. The objective is to 
contribute to the Island as a whole, while at the same time providing fully accessible routes into the site for visi-
tors and considers four levels of movement:

Local routes to relieve congestion around Richmond Avenue.  

Integrated city transport links: water transport to create new links with the rest of the NYC waterfronts and, 
potentially, rail 

Connections to existing trails, greenways and other surface bicycle and footpaths   

Inland small-scale water craft along the creeks.

Open Spaces Network
Fresh Kills will almost double the extent of the Green Belt, creating a significant landscape framework of strategic
importance in enhancing public access links, visual and environmental quality and the value of surrounding
development. This realizes a key east-link across to Arthur Kill and the New Jersey coastline, reinstating an
ancient transition between the original sand and salt marsh environment at sea level up to forest at c410ft above
sea level.   

The wide belt of non-regulated land either side of the 440 route will be planted at the start of the project to create
a rich Greensward Parkway, incorporating footpaths and trails and drawing on the Olmsted tradition of 
interconnecting parkland routes. The Masterplan also redefines the site boundaries linking vegetation, habitat and
view corridors and access routes within adjacent public open spaces - William T Davis, Arden Heights, Latourette
and (yet to be opened) Brookfield.

Surrounding Land Uses
In terms of zoning, Fresh Kills is a mix of development and special nature designated areas. This presents 
positive and diverse opportunities in terms of the site's potential and the wider context. 
The proposal considers the development zoning as a viable opportunity, yet combines this with a strong focus on
the landscape. The special nature areas inform the overall landscape framework at a strategic level, ensuring that
a significant core habitat is protected but also enhanced with new natural preserve lands. 

The size of the site enables both protection of the existing designated wetlands, together with creation of a 
considerable area of new natural preserve, large enough to influence strongly the landscape character of a 
significant zone of the Island. Adopting this approach ensures that Fresh Kills will not only be reintegrated into
the Island, but also that it can steer new development, providing a sufficiently robust and flexible framework 
within which mixed-use development can be successfully integrated. 

Community 
With its potential to generate not only educational and work business opportunity, Fresh Kills proposed enduses
will invigorate and diversify flows of people in the area.

Resources
The flow of waste to Fresh Kills has led to negative perceptions of Staten Island and considerable resentment by
Staten Island residents. But now the site is a resource and this perception is changing. It is crucial to use Fresh
Kill's resources in a positive way. Natural energy not only will be harnessed but the site can also be used to 
propagate trees and plants for re-vegetating Fresh Kills and the streets and parks of New York and New Jersey
beyond.  

Certain waste processing activities serving Staten Island may be continued at Fresh Kills, such as the collection,
sorting and dispatch for reprocessing of recyclable materials, collection and composting of organic yard waste for
use on Fresh Kills, specialist disposal for poisonous wastes, batteries and engine oils.

PHASE 1 PLAN SITE CONTEXT CONCEPT MASTERPLAN 

New wetlands and richly planted open spaces will
enhance existing habitat corridors. The planting strategy
will be informed by studies of key species and wider net-
works, including the Atlantic Migratory Flyway  
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Fresh Kills will introduce new recreational
opportunities, benefiting people living in the
surroundings

Once Fresh Kills becomes public open space, it will
extend the Green Belt, making a strategic northeast
to southwest link right across the heart of the Island

Key vegetation types from elsewhere on the Island
will be studied and then replicated at Fresh Kills,
making strategic habitat connections and enhanc-
ing local identity
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