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LOCATION SPATIAL
FUNCTIONS

ECOLOGICAL
BENEFITS

ANIMALS MAIN PLANT SPECIES

• Understory growth

• Accumulation of  
organic matter

• Biodiversity

• Resistance to invasives 
by minimizing edges

• Resistance to 
invasives

• Gene pool  
and mutualist 
populations

• Biodiversity

• Bird habitat

• Runoff catchment

• Nutrient sink

• Minimum soil 
modification

• Biodiversity

• Habitat for small 
animals

• Early successional 
diversity

• Minimum soil 
modification

• Seed production, 
especially of 
commercially 
unavailable species

• Trial planting blocks

• Flood control

• Buffer zone 
between humans 
and estuary

• Biodiversity

• Nutrient sink

• Water column 
nutrient supply

• Population persistence

• Buffer between roadways 
and internal spaces

• Population persistence

• Forest 
densification

• Open space 
definition

• Contrast in 
intensity of use

• Open space 
definition

• Habitat boundary 
definition

• Emphasis of 
proximity to water

• Sparse groves of 
diverse trees

• Scale contrast

• Increased views

• Path definition

• Corridor formation

• Color

• Visibility from 
distance

• Site identification

• Path definition

• Corridor formation

• Definition of 
terestrial and 
estuarine boundary

• Mound form 
maintenance 
and emphasis

• Visibility from 
distance

• Pond area 
definition

• Street definition

• Street type and 
speed identification

Yellow Poplar

American Plum Sumac Dogwood Black Tupelo Sweet Gum

Red Maple Beech American Holly

Dogwood Red Cedar Bayberry

Urbanized genotypes, native forbs, and non-commercial 

BlueberryRed Maple

SpartinaGroundsel tree

BlueberryRed Maple

Evergreens

Various grasses

Blueberry

Yellow Birch

Black Oak Gray Birch Serviceberry Black Cherry Sassafras
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Fish

Wetland Birds

Reptiles

Mollusks

Wetland
Invertebrates

Wetland
Vegetation

Amphibians

Insects

Wetland
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