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The following comments were sent to MTA Government & Community 
Relations via email by Jenna Orkin on October 1.

"The DGEIS omits crucial facts and grossly understates the devastating 
impacts from the number seven extension. --The DGEIS fails to disclose 
details of proposed financing for $7 billion in public borrowing 
(through authorities) for the #7 line extension ($2 billion), the 
stadium etc. Impacts and alternatives must also be addressed. --Fare 
hikes and service cuts in existing transit are inevitable if the 
current plans are carried out. Those fare hikes and service cuts will 
drive riders from mass transit and increase traffic and pollution. --
Former MTA Chairman Richard Ravitch warns that poor transit spending 
priorities choices (e.g. the #7 line extension) will send transit back 
down a "slippery slope" to its near collapse in the 1970's. Why build 
the #7 extension when there's no demand and no cash to build it, 
Ravitch says. --The only reason for the $2 billion-plus subway 
extension is to subsidize far west side development and thus shift 
development from better locations (e.g. lower Manhattan, where the 
subways have already been paid for). --The MTA can't even afford to 
keep the exisiting subway system in a state of good repair with its 
current resources. New lines should only be built where demand exists 
already--e.g. the Second Avenue subway." 


