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Stairwells Text Amendment - Approved!

Update April 16, 2008:

On April 16, 2008 the City Council adopted the Stairwells Text Amendment as proposed. The zoning changes
are now in effect.

Overview

The City of New York adopted a new Building Code in July 2007. The Code is -
being phased in and will become fully mandatory in July 2009. One provision "m,_';,_"" !

of the new Code will increase the required width of stairwells in residential 1 M TR —
buildings taller than 125 feet from 36 inches to 44 inches; an increase of eight N ..;......'.;._...
inches. The Zoning Resolution counts stairwells as floor area. The proposed !
text amendment would exempt this additional eight inches of stairwell width '
from floor area calculations. In a typical stairwell, this would amount to about g
40 square feet per floor. Since the allowable floor area is not being increased,
this additional 40 square feet would be taken from apartments on each floor.
The purpose of the amendment is to retain the existing allowable floor area
for apartments while accommodating the stricter fire safety standards for
stairwells in tall residential buildings.
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Diagram of Stairwells Plan
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On November 13, 2007, the application was referred to all community boards,
borough boards and borough presidents for a 60 day review period. The City Planning Commission held a public hearing on
this application on February 13, 2008. The City Planning Commission approved the text amendment on February 27, 2008.

Read the [} CPC Report.

The Stairwells Text Amendment was approved by the City Council, and it was adopted as proposed on April 16, 2008 and is
now in effect.

For more information on the proposal, please contact the Department of City Planning's Zoning Division at (212) 720-3262.


http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans/stairwells/stairwell_plan.pdf
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans/stairwells/stairwells_text.pdf
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/cpc/080149.pdf
Disclaimer
Disclaimer
This content is archived material, is no longer maintained and is provided solely for informational purposes. The City of New York ("City") makes no representation as to the accuracy of the information or to its suitability for any purpose. The City disclaims any liability for errors that may be contained herein and shall not be responsible for any damages consequential or actual, arising out of or in connection with the use of this information. The City makes no warranties, express or implied, including, but not limited to, implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose as to the quality, content, accuracy, or completeness of the information, text graphics, links and any other items contained in the content.
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