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SUBWAY-SIDEWALK I NTERFACE PROJECT

Bay Parkway (M, W)

Bay Parkway is an intermodal and elevated
station located at a busy retail intersection,
with the majority of businesses located along
86th Street.  The elevated structure and the
B1 bus route run along  86th Street; the B6
and the B82 bus routes run along Bay Park-
way.  Vehicular volumes were observed to be
high due to the surrounding commercial ac-
tivity.  Recommendations for this site include
the following:
System-wide:
• Install subway signs surrounding each

station
• Highlight concrete risers near subway

stairwells
Station-type:
• Improve lighting beneath the elevated

structure
• Paint the elevated structure a light re-

flective color
• Place netting or nontoxic bird repellent

beneath the elevated structure
• Drain runoff directly into the storm

sewer system
• Install bus signage within the station

to direct subway passengers to the
correct exits and the appropriate bus
stops on the street level

• Display subway and neighborhood
maps on bus shelters

• Install concrete bus pads
Site-specific:
Two alternatives address the issue of buses
loading passengers in the middle of 86th
Street.  The preferred alternative (Option A) is
to build a bus neckdown extending to the col-
umns.  Option  A  is a long-term solution.  This
would eliminate four parking spaces and the
excess roadbed that is used as both a right
turn lane for vehicles and pedestrian queuing
space.

Bay Parkway station as shown with a bus neckdown extending to the
columns preserves pedestrian safety.

Bay Parkway station.  Buses load passengers in the middle of the
street.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The second alternative (Option B) recommends the installation of five-foot-wide concrete islands, or
pedestrian refuge medians, at the bus stops to provide adequate pedestrian refuge space for passen-
gers waiting for the bus.  Additionally, there will be a gate extending from the tip of the proposed island
or median to the existing curb.  This gate can be opened to provide turning access to Fire and Sanita-
tion vehicles as needed.  This short-term recommendation was coordinated by NYCDOT, Fire and
Sanitation Departments.

The current bus signage should be replaced with the new standard reflective bus signs that may be
seen from the sidewalk.

The pedestrian signal on the southeastern side of Bay Parkway located on the outside of the column is
not visible to crossing pedestrians until they are already in the crosswalk.  The pedestrian signal should
be moved to the inside of the column to increase visibility of the signal.

Muni-meters should be installed to increase the supply of on street parking in the area, and increase
the effective sidewalk width where pedestrian activity is high.  Constricted sidewalk width is a problem
throughout the area, particularly in the northeast quadrant.  Vendors along the north side of 86th Street
and the east side of Bay Parkway display merchandise up to 17 feet into the sidewalk.  The vendor
laws should be strictly enforced in this area.








