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SUBWAY-SIDEWALK I NTERFACE PROJECT

Jay Street-Borough Hall (A- C- F)

The Jay Street-Borough Hall station is a ma-
jor transit hub in Downtown Brooklyn serving
an expanding retail and office location.
NYCDCP has two concurrent projects involv-
ing Downtown Brooklyn, the rezoning of the
study area and a pedestrian improvement
project.   Additional changes to the existing
roadways may result from NYCDOT’s Down-
town Brooklyn Traffic Calming project.
Intermodal transfers between buses and the
subway are frequent. The following recom-
mendations are consistent with, and would
augment the actions of, these pending
projects:

System-wide:
• Highlight concrete risers at subway stairwells
• Consolidate newspaper boxes
• Install subway signs surrounding station entrances
Station-Type:
• Install bus signage within the stations to direct subway passengers to the correct exits and the

appropriate street level bus stops
• Display subway, neighborhood and bicycle maps on bus shelters
• Install concrete bus pads to delineate bus stops

Site-specific:
Metro Tech Plaza is both visually and physically disconnected from Renaissance Plaza.  A solution
would be to continue the sidewalk treatment and coordinated street furniture from Renaissance Plaza
to Metro Tech Plaza and along Jay Street.  This distinctive treatment would create a visual connection
between the open spaces.  Physically connecting the Renaissance Plaza to Metro Tech with an unin-
terrupted path would improve intermodal transfers.  This could be accomplished by installing a Barnes
dance crosswalk and all-pedestrian phase at the intersection of Jay Street and Renaissance Plaza.
The intersection is 58 feet wide at its longest diagonal crossing point and pedestrian green time is
sufficient at 34 seconds.  At the estimated pedestrian crossing time of 4 feet per second it would take
the average pedestrian just 14.5 seconds to completely cross the diagonal.  A delivery driveway may
create a conflict with pedestrians using the Barnes dance crosswalk.  A driveway activated-signal may
offer a solution; its feasibility would need to be examined.

NYCDCP’s Downtown Brooklyn rezoning calls for the creation of a new transit gateway at the south-
west corner of Jay and Willoughby streets, with this in mind the arcade-covered transit entrance at 370
Jay Street will need improved lighting.

Jay Street bus stops are adjacent to subway grates and
scaffolding on the sidewalk causing pedestrians to wait for the
bus in the middle of the street.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Due to the rezoning and the changes it could bring to 370 Jay Street, this report makes interim recom-
mendations for the plazas, including the installation of signage indicating the location of bike racks
inside the subway station; and the removal of the scaffolding and Jersey barriers surrounding the
plazas.

When Jay Street is considered for future street reconstruction, we recommend that two neckdowns be
installed adjacent to the subway entrances at the north and south eastern corners of Jay Street and
Willoughby Street in order to alleviate the constricted sidewalk width during peak hours.  Two additional
neckdowns should be built on both sides of Jay Street and Fulton Street.

DOT recently installed a new traffic signal at Jay Street north of the service road.   A crosswalk should
be installed in order to facilitate intermodal transfers from subway to bus.










