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Conduit open space:  Liberty Avenue to Pitkin Avenue:  
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        Tudor Park, looking east.
Proposed 10' shared, asphalt path to replace 

existing 5' sidewalk.
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Conduit open space:  Pitkin Avenue to 80th Street:
  10' asphalt path, 6' hexagonal block walkway

and 11' horse trail.

North Conduit sidewalk along Tudor Park, looking east 
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2'8' North  Conduit

Addabbo Park, looking east.
Proposed 8' multi-use asphalt path to replace

       existing 5' concrete sidewalk.
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Pal's Oval, looking east.
Proposed 8' multi-use asphalt path. 
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10'5' 4' North  Conduit

 Dumont Park, looking east.
Proposed 10' multi-use asphalt path and 5' concrete sidewalk

to replace two 10' concrete sidewalks.
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The Southern Queens Greenway, comprised of 
segments 3 through 7, totals 9 miles and traverses 
d i v e r s e  p a r k s  a n d  p l e a s a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhoods.  The route begins at Cross Bay 
Boulevard and North Conduit Avenue, the terminus 
of the Conduit Greenway, and connects with the A 
train and the Aqueduct Race Track.  Although major 
route destinations, the A train's elevated tracks and 
Aqueduct's obstruction of the street grid presented a 
challenge in the identification of a linear east-west 
r o u t e .   A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  t w o  
alternatives.  Alternative One passes in front of the A 
train station and the Race Track along paths which 
w o u l d  r e p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  c o n c r e t e  s i d e w a l k s .   
Alternative Two,  a  potentially more scenic route 
with fewer pedestrian/bicycle conflicts, has been 
p r o p o s e d  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
redevelopment of the Race Track site.  In 1994, the 
Queens  Borough Pres ident 's  Of f ice  and DCP 
developed a plan to guide the site's redevelopment, 
proposing retail, low-density housing, 25 acres of 
open space and 15 acres of educational/community 
facility uses.  Alternative Two could travel on a new 
multi-use path in the new development, providing 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  a  m a j o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
transportation amenity and linking the route directly 
with the street system to the west and east.  We 
recommend the development of Alternative Two in 
lieu of One  if  Aqueduct is redeveloped.  Both 
proposed routes would connect with JFK Airport, a 
major employment destination, to the south.

East of the Aqueduct site, the Greenway again 
follows one of two alternatives, a short term, on-
street option and a long term, off-street option.  The 
on-street route travels through South Ozone Park, a 
quiet, tree-lined neighborhood of single and two 
fami ly  homes.   Connect ions  are  made to  the  
neighborhood's two major parks - Officer Byrne 
Park, a neighborhood park providing basketball and 
tennis courts and ballfields, and Baisley Pond Park, a 
109 acre regional park, offering cricket fields, 

 

p laygrounds ,  comfort  s tat ions ,  a  large  pond,  
ballfields and basketball, volleyball and handball 
courts .   East  of  South Ozone Park,  the route 
continues on-street through the Springfield Gardens 
a n d  L a u r e l t o n  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .   
Laurelton, based on a 1905 development plan, is a 
unique and picturesque neighborhood of rows of 
Spanish stucco and tudor style one and two family 
homes, manicured lawns and lightly trafficked 
roadways with landscaped center medians.  East of 
this neighborhood, the Southern Queens Greenway 
route connects with the Laurelton Greenway.

As a long-term alternative, an off-street route is 
proposed along the Southern Parkway right-of-way 
open space, generally following the original 1940s 
paths.  The paths originally traveled the length of the 
S o u t h e r n  P a r k w a y ,  f r o m  C o h a n c y  S t r e e t  t o  
L a u r e l t o n  P a r k w a y .   H o w e v e r ,  s u b s e q u e n t  
construction of the Van Wyck overpass and access 
ramps to JFK Airport has divided the linear path in 
half.  Thus we have proposed a western segment, 
from 114th Road to Officer Byrne Park, and an 
eastern segment, from Farmers Boulevard to the 
Laurelton Parkway. The two segments would be 
linked by signing existing streets leading to and over 
the Van Wyck Expressway.

In the western segment, new trees and plantings are 
needed to beautify the open space and provide 
screening from the heavy car and truck traffic along 
North Conduit.  In addition, the steep grade between 
122nd and 130th Streets would be terraced to permit 
construction of a path with sufficient distance from 
Southern Parkway.  However, the off-street route 
would connect directly with the ball fields and 
playgrounds at Southern and Lefferts Fields, located 
within the Southern Parkway right-of-way.  East of 
the Van Wyck, the eastern off-street route section is 
already complemented with mature oaks, maples, 
pines and flowering bushes, making it very desirable 
in its current condition.

Both on- and off-street alternatives would connect 
with Laurelton Greenway, where users can travel 
north on the Laurelton, or east along a proposed path 
within the Sunrise Highway right-of-way open 
space.  The Sunrise path will connect with Francis 
Lewis Boulevard, linking users with a route to the 
Nassau beaches.  The third section of the Southern 
Queens Greenway is to the south, a loop route 

encompassing Springfield, Brookville, and Idlewild 
Parks, three of southeastern Queens' largest parks.  
Springfield and Brookville Parks (23 and 90 acres, 
respectively) are improved with ballfields, tennis 
and basketbal l  courts  and playgrounds,  whi le  
Idlewild Park provides a more natural setting of 
environmentally sensitive wetlands.

 

Southern Queens Greenway
Route Description
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