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666...333:::   TTTRRRAAANNNSSSIIITTT   AAANNNDDD   RRRAAAIIILLLRRROOOAAADDD      
OOOPPPEEENNN   CCCUUUTTTSSS:::      
MMMAAANNNHHHAAATTTTTTAAANNN   
   
333   cccooorrrrrriiidddooorrrsss,,,      
111000   pppaaarrrccceeelllsss,,,      
111666...777444   aaacccrrreeesss 
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Corridor 

Code 
Corridor Name Parcels Total 

Acres 
M30 NYCT 3 (Lenox Avenue) Line:  East Of Theoretical Extension Of East 149th Street 1 0.35 
M60 Amtrak Empire Corridor:  West 44th Street-West 61st Street 4 1.86 
M61 Amtrak Empire Corridor:  West 138th Street-North Of Theoretical Extension Of West 181st Street 5 14.53 
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MMM333000:::         
NNNYYYCCCTTT   333   (((LLLEEENNNOOOXXX   AAAVVVEEENNNUUUEEE)))   LLLIIINNNEEE:::         
EEEAAASSSTTT   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEEOOORRREEETTTIIICCCAAALLL   EEEXXXTTTEEENNNSSSIIIOOONNN   
OOOFFF   EEEAAASSSTTT   111444999TTTHHH   SSSTTTRRREEEEEETTT   
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZZZOOONNNIIINNNGGG   
 

Maximum Allowable Zoned FARs by Tax 
Lot within 0.25 Miles of Corridor M30

4%
15%

79%

2%

FAR: 0

FAR: 1.5 - 3.0

FAR: 3.0 - 5.0

FAR: 5.0 - 7.5
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LLLAAANNNDDD   UUUSSSEEE   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Land Use by Percentage of Square Feet 
within 0.25 Miles of Corridor M30

7%

24%

14%

3%
24%

8%

13%

5% 2%
multi-family w alk-up

multi-family elevator

mixed comm/resid

commercial

transp/utility

public facility

open space

parking facilities

vacant land
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GENERAL INFROMATION: 
 
DESCRIPTION This single .35-acre parcel is above a short outdoor segment of the 3 Line between the 145th Street and 148th Street stations.  Although the track and trainyard 

to the north have existed virtually since the subway’s opening, passenger service was only extended to 148th Street in 1968, as a new housing development and 
school decked over most of what had previously been an open-air facility. 
 
This 300-foot-long parcel is hemmed in to the north by a public school, to the west by Esplanade Gardens, and to the east by the elevated Harlem River Drive.  
(The subway line is in a tunnel to the south.)  Parcel M3000’s out-of-the-way location is not readily accessible, limiting its potential development 
opportunities.   
 

OWNERSHIP DCP’s Primary Land Use Tax Lot Output (PLUTO) database records indicate that this parcel is owned by the Board of Education and the NYC Transit 
Authority. 
 

TOPOGRAPHY  
 

No issues related to this corridor are evident. 

VENTILATION Since the 148th Street station to the north is in an unenclosed deck (light and air can enter the platform area), ventilation issues from the north are not a serious 
concern.  The question of whether an enclosed deck would additionally burden subway tunnel ventilation systems to the south would need to be addressed by 
NYCT. 
 

 
 
PARCEL INFORMATION: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parcel Code Name Size (acres) Existing Corridor Uses Surrounding zoning 

M3000 NYCT Lenox Avenue Line: W. of 
Harlem River Drive/E. of theoretical 
extension of West 149th Street 

0.35 3 (Lenox Avenue) 
Subway Line 

R8 



 128 

POTENTIAL FOR CONNECTING STREETS: 
Decking over this ROW would not result in the potential for any street remapping. 

Parcel M3000, looking east from beneath 
the Harlem River Drive 
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MMM666000:::         
AAAMMMTTTRRRAAAKKK   EEEMMMPPPIIIRRREEE   CCCOOORRRRRRIIIDDDOOORRR:::         
WWWEEESSSTTT   444444TTTHHH   SSSTTTRRREEEEEETTT---WWWEEESSSTTT   666111SSSTTT         
SSSTTTRRREEEEEETTT   
   
   
ZZZOOONNNIIINNNGGG   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maximum Allowable Zoned FARs by Tax 
Lot within 0.25 Miles of Corridor M60

1% 8%

10%

69%

12%

FAR: 0

FAR: 1.5 - 3.0

FAR: 3.0 - 5.0

FAR: 5.0 - 7.5

FAR: over 7.5
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LLLAAANNNDDD   UUUSSSEEE   
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
DESCRIPTION This rail open cut carries Amtrak’s Empire services.  Previously, the right-of-way joined the High Line to the south. 

 
At least four parcels or parcel segments which existed 3 to 4 years ago are no longer available.2  The area between West 51st Street and West 53rd Street was 
already occupied by buildings under construction by the time site visits were conducted in October 2006.  Similarly, a portion of what is now parcel M6020 
now has a building upon it.   
 

OWNERSHIP DCP’s Primary Land Use Tax Lot Output (PLUTO) database records indicate that the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Education 
and 19 private landholders hold full or partial ownership of parcels in this corridor.   
 
In addition, all parcels along this corridor abut private property.  Aside from the political difficulties of building a platform through such a corridor, legal 
protections requiring sufficient light and air to reach these adjacent properties may exist.   
 

TOPOGRAPHY  
 

Exposed rock was noted in the right-of-way of parcels  M6010, M6011 and M6012, which could affect deck construction. 
 

VENTILATION The tracks that run beneath the parcels from M6010 north are not electrified, although eventual electrification of the Empire Corridor is a possibility.  In the 
meantime, effective ventilation of this segment of the corridor will be needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 The accompanying aerial photo predates this development, thus some parcels that appear to be open in the photo are not listed.   



 132 

 PARCEL INFORMATION: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Parcels M6000, M6001, M6002 and M6010 are located within the Hudson Yards Special Purpose District.  Properties within the district are not included in this report.  Parcels 
M6013 and M6021 were being decked over as of March 2008.  
 
POTENTIAL FOR CONNECTING STREETS: 
Decking over this ROW would not result in the potential for any street remapping.  However, new streets could be constructed into the ROW to increase access into the new 
development near West 63rd Street. 

Parcel 
Code 

Name Size 
(acres)

Existing Corridor 
Uses 

Surrounding zoning 

M6011 Amtrak Empire Line: West 44th Street-West 45th Street 0.49 Amtrak Empire Line C2-5, M1-5, R8, SPD-CL (C2-5 
adj.) 

M6012 Amtrak Empire Line: West 45th Street-West 46th Street 0.37 Amtrak Empire Line R8, SPD-CL (C2-5 adj.) 

M6014 Amtrak Empire Line: West 48th Street-West 49th Street 0.40 Amtrak Empire Line C2-5, R8, SPD-CL 

M6020 Amtrak Empire Line: West End Avenue/West 60th 
Street-West 61st Street 

0.60 Amtrak Empire Line C4-7 (R10 adj.) 

Parcel M6011, looking north 
from West 44th Street towards 
West 45th Street 

The former Parcel M6013, 
looking north from West 48th 
Street, was being decked over 
in March 2008 
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MMM666111:::  AAAMMMTTTRRRAAAKKK   EEEMMMPPPIIIRRREEE   
CCCOOORRRRRRIIIDDDOOORRR:::      WWWEEESSSTTT   111333888TTTHHH   
SSSTTTRRREEEEEETTT---NNNOOORRRTTTHHH   OOOFFF   
TTTHHHEEEOOORRREEETTTIIICCCAAALLL   
EEEXXXTTTEEENNNSSSIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   WWWEEESSSTTT   
111888111SSSTTT   SSSTTTRRREEEEEETTT   
 
SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   (((LLLEEEFFFTTT))),,,   NNNOOORRRTTTHHH   (((RRRIIIGGGHHHTTT)))   

 

ZZZ
OOO
NNN
III
NNN
GGG   

Maximum Allowable Zoned FARs by Tax 
Lot within 0.25 Miles of Corridor M61

1%

1%

42%

56%

FAR: 0

FAR: 0.5 - 1.5

FAR: 3.0 - 5.0

FAR: 5.0 - 7.5
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LLLAAANNNDDD   UUUSSSEEE   
 
 

Land Use by Percentage of Square Feet within 
0.25 Miles of Corridor M61

1% 8%

20%

6%

2%

4%10%

45%

2%

2%
1 & 2 family

multi-family w alk-up

multi-family elevator

mixed comm/resid

commercial

transp/utility

public facility

open space

parking facilities

vacant land
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
DESCRIPTION This rail open cut serves Amtrak’s Empire services.  Previously, the right-of-way joined the High Line to the south. 

 
Although most of this corridor is technically zoned R8, it passes through Riverside Park.  Any decking that could not reasonably be called a park use over these 
parcels is extremely unlikely.  This corridor has been included as part of the inventory in case the City eventually wishes to deck over these railroad tracks in a 
manner similar to what Robert Moses initiated in the 1930s between 72nd Street and 123rd streets.  Doing so would add an additional 14 acres to the park and 
unite strips of parkland to the tracks’ east and west.   
 
At parcel M6100 (between West 138th Street and West 145th Street), the entire park, including the rail line and a bicycle/pedestrian path, runs through a de 
facto trench, with Harlem on the east and Riverbank State Park on the west.  The Henry Hudson Parkway is elevated through this section, and lies at the west 
end of the trench, but is still slightly below the grade of Riverbank State Park.  If this parcel is decked over then much of the trench could be filled and 
regarded to better align it with Riverside Park to the east, even as far north as between West 146th and West 147th streets. 
 

OWNERSHIP DCP’s Primary Land Use Tax Lot Output (PLUTO) database records indicate that the Port Authority of NY/NJ, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) and the NYC Department of Real Estate hold full or partial ownership of parcels in this corridor.   
 
In addition, all parcels in this corridor are part of the City’s parkway system.  Decking over this location would likely require parkland alienation.  
Jurisdictional issues regarding specific ownership of this land may be in dispute. 
 

TOPOGRAPHY  
 

Due to variations in the surrounding topography, it appears that a deck would be above the surrounding land at the following locations:  
• M6100:  Along the parcel’s western edge.  Also, along the approximately 200 to 250 southernmost feet along the parcel’s eastern edge, and along the 

parcel’s eastern edge from West 146th Street to approximately 50 to 100 feet south of the 145th Street pedestrian overpass. 
• M6101:  Along the parcel’s western and eastern edges.. 
• M6102:  Along the parcel’s western edge.  Also, along the parcel’s eastern edge from West 148th Street to midway between West 151st Street and West 

152nd Street. 
• M6103:  Along the parcel’s western edge, excluding the curved edge of the parcel to the north. 
• M6104:  Along the parcel’s western edge, from West 160th Street to approximately 500 to 550 feet south of the George Washington Bridge. 

 
Exposed rock was noted in the right-of-way of parcel M6104, which could affect deck construction. 
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VENTILATION A full deck over the railway at any two or more consecutive parcels from M6100 through M6103 would exceed 2,000 feet in length.  (Parcel M6104 would by 

itself be well over 2,000 feet long.)  A mechanical ventilation system and emergency facilities for the rail line below may be needed if these parcels were to be 
entirely enclosed by a deck.  (Existing overpasses are factored into this calculation.) 
 

 
 
PARCEL INFORMATION: 
 
Parcel 
Code 

Name Size 
(acres)

Existing Corridor 
Uses 

Surrounding zoning 

M6100 Amtrak Empire Line: West 138th Street-West 145th Street 
(Riverbank State Park entrances) 

1.83 Amtrak Empire Line unknown 

M6101 Amtrak Empire Line: West 145th Street (Riverbank State 
Park entrance)-West 148th Street pedestrian overpass 

1.01 Amtrak Empire Line R8 

M6102 Amtrak Empire Line: West 148th Street pedestrian overpass-
West 155th Street pedestrian overpass 

2.40 Amtrak Empire Line R8 

M6103 Amtrak Empire Line: West 155th Street pedestrian overpass-
West 158th Street 

1.19 Amtrak Empire Line R8 

M6104 Amtrak Empire Line: theoretical extension of West 160th 
Street-theoretical extension of West 181st Street 

8.10 Amtrak Empire Line R7-2, R8 (all in park, distant from 
housing) 
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POTENTIAL FOR CONNECTING STREETS: 
Decking over this ROW would not result in the potential for any street remapping.   

Parcel M6103, looking north from the 
West 155th Street pedestrian overpass 
towards West 158th Street

Parcel M6104, looking south from 
the pedestrian overpass west of 
West 172nd Street  
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