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Location: Flatbush Avenue and Cortelyou Road



Intersection of Flatbush Avenue and Cortelyou Road
Description of Existing Conditions
Flatbush Avenue has a width close to 55 ft near this intersection with two travel lanes and a parking lane 
in each direction of traffic. The sidewalks along this street are 13 to 15 ft wide.  

Cortelyou Road is a two-way street to the west of Flatbush Avenue and has a width of 45 ft while it is a 
one-way street (eastbound) to the east of Flatbush Avenue with a width of 30 ft. The sidewalks are 18 ft 
wide along the two-way section of Cortelyou Road and 9-10ft wide along the one-way section.

The streets at this intersection have moderate vehicular volumes which can be heavy at times. Pedestrian 
volumes are in general moderate along Flatbush Avenue and lighter on Cortelyou Road.  

Near this intersection there are two potential projects to be undertaken by EDC in the future that may 
affect transportation in the area. They are:
1) The Sears parking lot two blocks north near Tilden Avenue is a public/private partnership project, 
where an agreement has been made that the city would lease this parcel out to a parking operator. The 
site is under a lease until 2035, however the current agreement would allow the city to build a parking 
garage on the site, at any time, in the future.    

2) The Lowes Theater along Flatbush Avenue between Beverly and Cortelyou Rd, is expected to be 
renovated in the next 5-10 years.  EDC will be issuing shortly an RFP to renovate the theater.  They are 
also allowing developers to pursue the option of expanding the theater, and thus closing off 22nd street 
between Tilden Avenue and Duryea Place.  This would allow the Lowes Theater to become a venue for 
live music and other entertainment events.  This may also require the construction of a parking garage.  
EDC expects to have proposals submitted by spring 2008. 
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Lowes Theater on Flatbush Avenue between Beverly and 
Cortelyou Road to be renovated



Pedestrian Accident Data 2004 -2006
8 Pedestrian Accidents

Table: C-21 – Summary of Pedestrian Accidents 

Accident Location Year Time Pedestrian Action
P e d e s t r i a n 
Location Vehicle Action

Cortelyou Rd 12/10/2004
dawn, 
rain not reported at intersection making a left turn 

Cortelyou Rd 12/14/2004 night
crossing- no signal; 
no crosswalks at intersection making a left turn 

Cortelyou Rd 5/17/2005 night
along highway with 
traffic at intersection backing

Cortelyou Rd 11/28/2006 daylight crossing with signal at intersection backing 

Cortelyou Rd (3 peds 
injured) 5/10/2006 daylight crossing with signal at intersection going straight ahead

Cortelyou Rd 2/21/2006 daylight not reported at intersection going straight ahead

Problems 
Pedestrian/ Vehicle Conflicts •	
Conflicts occur with vehicles making turns at the intersection and pedestrians crossing with the 
green light. Motorists do not always yield to pedestrians crossing at this location. Vehicles from 
Cortelyou Road in general turn onto Flatbush Avenue.

Illegal Crossing by Pedestrians •	
Many pedestrians using the east crosswalk often do not wait for the green light when crossing at 
this location. When there is a gap in traffic on Cortelyou Road pedestrians often take a chance 
and cross the one-way segment of Cortelyou Rd even though the light is red for pedestrians.
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Pedestrians often cross Cortelyou Road east of Flatbush Avenue on red. 



Pavement Conditions•	
Drivers tried to avoid potholes at this intersection by swerving around them as they traveled 
through the intersection. This can be an unsafe situation for pedestrians because drivers can 
swerve into the path of pedestrians crossing at the time.

Recommendations
Install a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) •	
For pedestrians crossing Flatbush Avenue it is recommended to install a Leading Pedestrian 
Interval Phase (LPI = 5 seconds). It provides pedestrians with a head start before the vehicular 
green phase starts and allows them to clear the intersection much quicker in order to allow 
vehicles to make their turns with fewer conflicts. At the same time pedestrians are more visible 
to motorists who are more likely to yield to pedestrians. 

Signage •	
As a recommendation signage can be used to increase traffic safety at the intersection. Install a 
“Cross on Green Light Only” sign (MUTCD, R10-1 sign; see Appendix D-2: Standards for Signs 
Recommended) at the east crosswalk. This encourages pedestrians to wait for the green light 
when crossing at this location. Also install signs oriented towards motorists at this intersection 
at the corners requesting “Turning Vehicles to Yield to Pedestrians”.  

Improve Pavement Conditions •	
Repair the roadway at this intersection and fill in the potholes as a recommendation in order to 
reduce the swerving movement of vehicles as they travel through the intersection.
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