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Voting - The Top Issues

Top Five Positive Issues Votes

1.	Hudson	River	Greenway	and	planned	Brooklyn	Waterfront	Greenway	 (7)
2.	Central	Park	traffic	closure	 (6)
3.	Free	maps	 (5)
	 Increasing	bike	lanes	 (5)
4.	Use	of	greenways	to	expand	green	space	in	low	income	and	industrial	areas	 (4)
	 Traffic	makes	cars	move	slow	so	it	is	safe	to	bike	in	Midtown	 (4)

Top Five Negative Issues Votes

1.	Bike	lanes	poor	enforcement,	e.g.,	cars	double	park	on	them	routinely	 (11)
2.	Overall	CDOT	philosophy:	“Moving	traffic	(vehicles)	is	our	mission”	 (6)
	 Lack	of	secure	indoor	bike	parking	 (6)
	 NYPD	aggressively	ignores	helping	cyclists	(so	do	District	Attorney	&	Courts)		 	
	 	 while	attacking	Critical	Mass	 (6)
3.	No	bike	access	on	Verrazano	Narrows	Bridge	 (5)

 

All written comments by participants are presented verbatim in this document.
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Voting By Category

The	following	is	the	list	of	all	the	issues	that	received	votes	by	category	with	the	number	of	votes	
received	and	whether	it	is	a	positive	or	negative	issue.		As	stated	earlier,	the	issues	were	catego-

rized	and	placed	on	boards.		Participants	were	given	six	stickers	to	place	on	issue	sheets	to	vote	on	the	
three	most	important	positive	and	negative	issues	facing	cyclists.	

Government

Positive	 6	 Central	park	traffic	closure
Positive	 5	 Free	Bike	Maps
Positive	 3	 Positive	attitude	and	cooperation	from	Brooklyn	cops	during	Brooklyn
	 	 Critical	Mass
Positive	 2	 City	support	of	Bike	Month,	Bike	NY,	other	events
Positive	 2	 DOT’s	and	DCP’s	view	of	cycling	as	an	instrumental	mode	of	transportation
Positive	 1	 More	signs	in	bike	lanes
Positive	 1	 Bikes	on	transit	without	permits

Negative	 11	 Bike	lanes	poor	enforcement	e.g.,	cars	double	park	on	them	routinely
Negative	 6	 Over	CDOT	philosophy:	“Moving	traffic	(vehicles)	is	our	mission”
Negative	 6	 Lack	of	secure	indoor	bike	parking
Negative	 6	 NYPD	aggressively	ignores	helping	cyclists	while	attacking	Critical	Mass
Negative	 3	 State	law	for	hitting/injuring	or	killing	cyclists	is	woefully	inadequate.	Barrier		
	 	 of	proof	for	lowest	level	criminal	assault	Rule	of	2	is	so	high	it’s	practically
	 	 impassable.	Rule	of	2	must	be	changed.	Accidents	must	become	incidents.
Negative	 1	 Too	much	planning	for	more	and	more	cars
Negative	 1	 Arrests	of	cyclists	at	critical	mass	in	Manhattan
Negative	 1	 Aggressive	dangerous	drivers
Negative	 1	 Hit	and	runs	happen	often	and	people	don’t	know	they	could	help	by	getting		
	 	 the	plates	of	the	driver	when	they	see	it
Negative	 1	 30	mph	=	bad;	20	mph	=	good
Negative	 1	 Not	enough	legal	protection

Safety

Positive	 4	 Traffic	makes	cars	move	slow,	so	it	is	safe	to	bike	in	Midtown

Negative	 1	 Safety	of	cyclists	in	proximity	with	cars,	because	car	drivers	don’t	know	how			
	 	 to	drive
Negative	 1	 Bumps	on	Williamsburg	Bridge
Negative	 1	 Safety	of	pedestrians	in	proximity	with	Cyclists.	Many	cyclists	don’t	respect		
	 	 traffic	laws	even	though	they	are	using	the	roadbed
Negative	 1	 Access	to	some	major	bridges	is	poor/unsafe
Negative	 1	 Dangerous	danger	would	not	recommend	bike	[on-street]	to	my	little	niece
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Voting By Category

Bicycle Facilities

Positive	 7	 Hudson	River	Greenway	and	planned	Brooklyn	Waterfront	Greenway
Positive	 5	 Increasing	Bike	Lanes
Positive	 4	 Use	of	greenways	to	expand	green	space	in	low	income	and	industrial	areas
Positive	 2	 Most	bridge	open	to	cyclists
Positive	 1	 The	ability	to	use	the	subway	with	bike	in	tow
Positive	 1	 Distinct	bike	paths	in	busy	intersections
Positive	 1	 Bridge	access	is	improved

Negative	 5	 No	bike	access	on	Verrazano	Narrows	Bridge
Negative	 4	 Bridge	on/off	ramps	and	integration	into	traffic
Negative	 1	 Road/bike	path	quality

Miscellaneous

Positive	 3	 Speed,	health,	fun	&	efficiency	of	cycling	as	transport
Positive	 2	 Growing	number	of	cyclists
Positive	 1	 There	is	a	very	strong	cycling	community	in	NYC	with	strong	demand	for			
	 	 cycling	facilities

Negative	 2	 Cyclists	as	second	class	citizens	on	the	road

DESIGN

Positive	 1	 Bike	lanes	with	buffer	are	very	good

Negative	 3	 Lack	of	on-street	dedicated	bike	lanes
Negative	 1	 Horrible	and	dangerous	conditions	at	East	River	Bridges	and	Williamsburg		
	 	 Bridge	bumps
Negative	 1	 Blocking	bike	lanes	by	cars	and	trucks
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Issues

The	following	is	an	inventory	of	all	the	issues	received	at	The State of Cycling in New York City	
BikeMonth	2005	event.	

Safety ~ Issues

	 •	 Traffic	makes	cars	move	slow,	so	it	is	safe	to	bike	in	Midtown

	 •	 On-street	bike	lanes	provide	buffer	from	car	doors

	 •	 Many	cyclists	bike	on	sidewalks	and	in	the	wrong	direction	causing	hostility	toward	the	bi-	
	 	 cycle	community

	 •	 Lack	of	knowledge	and	willful	abuse	of	multi-use	trails	by	uncooperative	or	clue-less	users

	 •	 Safety	of	cyclists	in	proximity	with	cars	because	car	drivers	don’t	know	how	to	drive

	 •	 Bumps	on	Williamsburg	Bridge

	 •	 Safety	of	pedestrians	in	proximity	with	cyclists.	Many	cyclists	don’t	respect	traffic	laws	even		
	 	 though	they’re	using	the	roadbed.

	 •	 Bumps	on	Williamsburg	Bridge

	 •	 Cars	riding	too	close	to	cyclists

	 •	 Driver	obliviousness	to	rules	regarding	driving	in	presence	of	cyclists

	 •	 Dangerous:	would	not	recommend	biking	on	the	street	to	my	little	niece

	 •	 Access	to	some	major	bridges	is	poor/unsafe	(e.g.,	Brooklyn	Bridge)
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Design ~ Issues

	 •	 Bike	lanes	with	buffers	are	very	good

	 •	 The	traffic	calming	devices	in	Times	Square	and	other	streets	have	helped	make	cars	less			
	 	 dangerous	towards	bicyclists

	 •	 Lack	of	on-street	dedicated	bike	lanes.		8th	Ave,	1st	Ave,	2nd	Ave	would	be	good

	 •	 Horrible	and	dangerous	conditions	at	East	River	Bridge	access	points	and	the	Williamsburg		
	 	 Bridge	bumps

	 •	 Herald	Square	light

	 •	 Lack	of	bike	lanes;	Poor	conditions	of	bike	lanes	and	the	roadbed	in	general	

	 •	 Blocking	of	bike	lanes	by	cars	and	trucks	with	no	enforcement;	Bike	lanes	are	too	narrow;		
	 	 Bike	lanes	are	too	few

	 •	 Difficult	to	access	paths	on	East	River	bridges	(i.e.,	lights	and	traffic	pattern	geared	to	cars)

	 •	 Poorly	designed	facilities	for	cyclists	(lanes,	bridge	access)

	 •	 Lack	of	knowledge	and	willful	abuse	of	multi-use	trails	by	uncooperative	or	clue-less	users

	 •	 The	greenways	need	good	lighting	for	nighttime	riding	because	they	almost	completely		 	
	 	 empty	out	at	night	making	it	dangerous	and	hard	to	ride	from	downtown	to	uptown

	 •	 Not	enough	on-street	markings	(see	European	cities	London,	Barcelona	much	better)

	 •	 Bike	lanes	are	too	close	to	parked	cars	with	people	opening	car	doors	without	looking

	 •	 Many	bicycle	lanes	are	very	dangerous.	Cars	cut	closer	to	bicyclists	with	the	perceived	 	
	 	 “barrier”	stripe,	yet	they	willfully	drive	and	park	in	bicycle	lanes

	 •	 Cycling	facilities	on	the	road	need	to	be	given	equal	planning	design	and	consideration		 	
	 	 as	motorist	facilities,	such	as:	two	avenues	completely	dedicated	to	cyclist	and	pedestrian;	
	 	 no	cars	on	some	bridges;	ramps	should	be	as	accessible	to	bikes	and	pedestrians	as	car	ramps;		

	 •	 The	city’s	studies	must	focus	on	use	versus	pie	in	the	sky	greenway	development,	e.g.,	how		
	 	 many	cyclists	use	which	routes	at	what	time	of	day	and	frequency?	You’ll	need	to	focus	 	
	 	 on	most	needed	(as	opposed	to	most	available	such	as	the	Bronx	routes)	and	spend	more		 	
	 	 effort	on	higher	priority	routes	such	as	Brooklyn	to	Manhattan,	upper	Manhattan	to	lower		
	 	 Manhattan,	and	east/west	travel	in	Manhattan	–	all	very	heavily	used	and	as	far	as	I’m			 	
	 	 concerned	underdeveloped.
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planning
Government ~ Issues

	 •	 Free	maps

	 •	 The	maps!

	 •	 The	Map

	 •	 Free	maps	help	us	distribute	information;	helps	beginner	cyclists

	 •	 The	mayor	did	have	a	positive	image	on	cycling	when	he	was	first	elected	(now,
	 	 fuggetaboutit)	this	is	a	positive	turned	negative;	but	the	Department	of	City	Planning	has			
	 	 their	heart	in	the	right	place

	 •	 Central	Park	closure

	 •	 Extension	of	car-free	hours	and	entrance	closures	to	cars	in	Prospect	Park	and	Central	Park

	 •	 City	support	of	Bike	Month,	Bike	NY,	other	events

	 •	 Positive	attitude	and	cooperation	from	Brooklyn	cops	during	Brooklyn	Critical	mass

	 •	 More	signs	in	bike	lanes

	 •	 Taxi	fare	increase

	 •	 DCP’s	and	DOT’s	view	of	cycling	as	an	instrumental	mode	of	transportation

	 •	 Recent	attention	publicity	that	DOT	has	given	to	cycling	and	walking	in	NYC	(posters,	etc.)

	 •	 Bikes	on	transit	without	permits

	 •	 30	mph	=	too	high;	20	mph	=	good

	 •	 NYPD	aggressively	ignores	helping	cyclists	(so	do	District	Attorney	and	Courts)	while
	 	 attacking	Critical	Mass

	 •	 Harassment	of	cyclists	by	Police	at	Critical	Mass;	lack	of	respect	for	bikes	as	vehicles

	 •	 The	Police	are	extremely	hostile	and	antagonistic	towards	bicyclists.		They	seek	bicyclists	for		
	 	 frivolous	arrest.

	 •	 Too	much	focus	on	biking	for	fun	rather	than	getting	to	work	and	delivery.		Bike	Month		 	
	 	 events	case	in	point.

	 •	 Not	enough	legal	protection

	 •	 State	law	for	hitting/injuring	or	killing	cyclists	is	woefully	inadequate.		Barrier	of	proof	for	
	 	 lowest	level	criminal	assault	Rule	of	2	is	so	high	it’s	practically	impassable.	Rule	of	2		 	
	 	 must	be	changed.	Accidents	must	become	incidents.

The State of Cycling in New York City 

Department of City Planning

Negatives

Positives

12	



planning
access

Government ~ Issues

	 •	 Traffic	makes	cars	move	slow,	so	it	is	safe	to	bike	in	Midtown

	 •	 Too	much	planning	for	more	and	more	cars,	big-box	stores,	stadiums,	wider	streets,	and	 	
	 	 narrower	sidewalks

	 •	 Arrests	of	cyclists	at	critical	mass	in	Manhattan

	 •	 Police	mistreatment,	stealing	bikes,	harassment,	no	response	to	bike	theft,	no	support	of
	 	 injured	and	attacked	cyclists

	 •	 Critical	mass	harassment	by	Police

	 •	 Horrific	pavement	conditions	(the	worst	spring	ever)

	 •	 Bike	lanes	poor	enforcement	e.g.,	cars	double	park	on	them	routinely

	 •	 Police	failing	to	ticket	cars	parked	in	bike	lanes

	 •	 Cars	parked	in	bike	lanes	and	no	real	enforcement

	 •	 Lack	of	enforcement	on	Sixth	Avenue	bike	lane

	 •	 Cars	parked	in	bike	lane,	both	double	parked	and	on	path	near	parking	lots

	 •	 No	bike	racks	on	buses

	 •	 Diesel	buses

	 •	 Aggressive	dangerous	drivers

	 •	 Cars	and	taxis	suck

	 •	 Dogs	off	leash	in	Riverside	and	Central	Parks	–	not	sharing	space,	Parks	Department	issue

	 •	 Overall	CDOT	philosophy:	“Moving	traffic	(vehicles)	is	our	mission”

	 •	 One	never	knows	if	the	greenway	in	Harlem	from	125th	Street	to	145th	Street	will	be	open	or		
	 	 closed.		There	are	no	signs	until	you	get	deep	into	the	park	and	when	you	find	out	it	is	closed		
	 	 you	have	to	climb	five	flights	of	stairs	with	your	bike.

	 •	 No	real	Mayoral	support	and	control	over	NYPD

	 •	 Lack	of	secure	indoor	bike	parking

	 •	 Lack	of	indoor	public	parking

	 •	 Lack	of	safe	indoor	parking

	 •	 Inadequate	efforts	to	curb	motor	vehicles	in	favor	of	bikes

	 •	 Lousy	maintenance	on	greenways	–	glass	and	trash;	311	folks	clueless

	 •	 Not	enough	interagency	willingness	to	try	new	approaches

	 •	 Hit	and	runs	happen	often	and	people	don’t	know	they	could	help	by	getting	the	plates	of	the		
	 	 driver	when	they	see	it.
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Bicycle Facilities and Network ~ Issues

	 •	 Hudson	River	Greenway	and	planned	Brooklyn	Waterfront	Greenway

	 •	 Hudson	River	Greenway	and	Ocean	Parkway	Greenway

	 •	 Hudson	River	pathway

	 •	 Nice	greenways	in	Manhattan	waterfront

	 •	 Westside	greenways	are	very	beautiful	and	fairly	well	done

	 •	 Hudson	River	Greenway!

	 •	 Hudson	River	Greenway

	 •	 Hudson	River	Greenway

	 •	 Westside	bikeway

	 •	 The	Hudson	River	greenway	bike	path	–	views,	state	of	path,	general	respect	for	cyclists

	 •	 The	west	side	and	east	side	Manhattan	greenways	are	wonderful

	 •	 Greenways!!!	East	and	west	side	paths	are	fabulous

	 •	 Greenway	growth

	 •	 New	greenway	paths	with	big	on-street	signs	showing	how	to	find	them	(like	Dyckman	St)

	 •	 There	are	quite	a	few	bike	lanes.		Most	are	blocked	some	of	the	time

	 •	 Many	more	bike	lanes	in	Brooklyn	(we	love	TA!)

	 •	 The	ability	to	use	the	subway	with	bike	in	tow

	 •	 Subways	and	commuter	rail	open	to	cyclists

	 •	 Distinct	bike	paths	in	busy	intersections

	 •	 Bridge	access	is	improved

	 •	 Increased	bike	lanes	and	bridge	connections

	 •	 New	bike	paths	on	the	Williamsburg	Bridge	and	Manhattan	Bridge…(though	not	perfect)

	 •	 Steady	expansion	of	greenways	and	bike	paths

	 •	 Use	of	greenways	to	expand	green	space	in	low	income	and	industrial	areas

	 •	 Distances	of	paths	that	are	available

	 •	 Urban	linking	socially	positive

parking

bike
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