
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most cities have a comptroller, auditor, or similar office; but in many cities the officer is appointed, not elected. 
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Twenty-Five Largest U.S. Cities by Population: 
Salaries of Elected Comptroller/Auditor, If Any 

Elected Official Title Salary 
C2ER 

Cost of Living Index,  
Third Quarter 2015 

Elected 
Comptroller/Auditor 

Salary, Adjusted 
(Manhattan)+  

Elected 
Comptroller/Auditor 

Salary (Brooklyn)+ 

New York Comptroller $185,000.00 
    236.1         171.4 

Manhattan  Brooklyn 
 Los Angeles Controller $203,071.00  $333,183.20 $241,878.87 

Chicago Comptroller $165,000.00  $328,746.84 $238,658.23 
Houston Controller $156,021.00  $381,725.99 $277,119.16 
Philadelphia Controller $133,329.00  $265,869.74 $193,011.74 
Columbus City Auditor $160,025.00  $417,018.79 $302,740.45 
Denver Auditor $141,000.00  $302,088.02 $219,304.90 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 

 
Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
 
Index numbers for individual cities are copyrighted by C2ER and not reprinted herein. 
 

Sources for Elected Comptroller/Auditor Salary 
 
Los Angeles City Controller 
City of Chicago Transparency Data Sets 
Houston: The Texas Tribune 
Philly.com (citing City of Philadelphia, Department of Finance) 
Columbus Business First 
The Denver Post 
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https://www.coli.org/
https://controllerdata.lacity.org/Payroll/Payroll/qjfm-3srk
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dhr/dataset/current_employeenamessalariesandpositiontitles.html
http://salaries.texastribune.org/search/?q=controller
http://data.philly.com/philly/payroll/?dept=61
http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/datacenter/city-of-columbus-salaries-2011.html?appSession=739391248546490&RecordID=21846&PageID=8&PrevPageID=2&cpipage=1&CPIsortType=&CPIorderBy=&cbCurrentRecordPosition=49&Mod0LinkToDetails=True
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27397839/denver-city-council-set-take-first-full-vote


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Five Next Largest Cities in the State of New York:  
Salaries of Elected Comptroller/Auditor, If Any 

 

Elected City 
Comptroller/Auditor Salary Year 

C2ER Cost of Living Index, 
Third Quarter 2015* 

Elected City 
Comptroller/Auditor 

Salary, Adjusted 
(Manhattan)+ 

Elected City 
Comptroller/Auditor Salary, 

Adjusted (Brooklyn) + 
Buffalo $88,412 2015 

 
$216,536.03 $157,197.27 

Syracuse $53,101 2014 No Cost of Living Data  

 Albany $98,423 2015 
 

$210,105.52 $152,528.95 
 

Most cities have a comptroller, auditor, or similar office; but in many cities the officer is appointed, not elected. 
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
* C2ER does not collect data for Rochester, Yonkers, or Syracuse. 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 
 

Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  

 
Sources for Elected Comptroller/Auditor 
 

Buffalo City Charter § 24-12 
Syracuse.com: Search the Syracuse City Payroll 
Albany Common Council Meeting Minutes (Mar. 1, 2010), cross-referenced with SeeThroughNY. 
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https://www.coli.org/
http://ecode360.com/BU1237
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2015/01/search_the_syracuse_city_payroll_see_who_earned_more_than_the_mayor_in_2014.html?appSession=44264584430195
http://www.albanyny.org/_files/030110Final.pdf
http://seethroughny.net/payrolls
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