
 

Twenty-Five Largest U.S. Cities by Population: Executive Salary 

Mayoral 
Salary Year 

City 
Manager 

Salary 
Year 

C2ER 
Cost of Living Index,  
Third Quarter 2015 

Mayoral 
Salary, 

Adjusted 
(Manhattan)+  

Mayoral 
Salary, 

Adjusted 
(Brooklyn)+ 

City Manager 
Salary, 

Adjusted 
(Manhattan)+ 

City Manager 
Salary, 

Adjusted 
(Brooklyn)+ 

New York $225,000 2015 
 

    236.1         171.4 
Manhattan  Brooklyn 

 

 
 
 

Los Angeles $239,993 2015   $393,761.97 $285,856.85  

Chicago $216,210 2015   $430,777.90 $312,729.06  

Houston $234,031 2014   $572,587.76 $415,677.86  

Philadelphia $210,806 2015   $420,365.68 $305,170.17  

* Phoenix $88,000 2015 $314,999 2014  $212,877.05 $154,540.98 $762,000.65 $553,184.72 
* San Antonio $61,725 2015 $400,000 2015  $169,653.93 $123,162.57 $1,099,417.93 $798,137.37 

San Diego $100,464 2016   $158,978.22 $115,412.40  
* Dallas $80,000 2016 $400,000 2015  $196,545.27 $142,684.70 $982,726.33 $713,423.52 
* San Jose $114,000 2015 $253,750 2014 No Cost of Living Data 
* Austin $82,000 2014 $279,198 2014  $202,724.61 $147,170.68 $690,247.62 $501,094.63 

Jacksonville $138,473 2014   $336,006.94 $243,928.80  

San Francisco $281,537 2014   $373,222.27 $270,945.77  

Indianapolis $102,620 2013   $265,373.30 $192,651.35  

Columbus $172,981 2015   $450,781.61 $327,251.03  

* Fort Worth $29,000 2015 $314,995 2015  $66,929.62 $48,588.47 $726,982.60 $527,762.88 
* Charlotte $22,660 2014 $245,000 2014  $55,154.91 $40,040.45 $596,335.05 $432,917.53 

Detroit $158,558 2014   $388,335.52 $281,917.44 
  * El Paso $45,000 2015 $300,000 2015  $116,624.59 $84,665.20 $777,497.26 $564,434.69 

Seattle $175,320 2014   $284,488.33 $206,528.16  

Denver $155,211 2015   $332,534.64 $241,408.03  

Washington $200,000 2015   $316,275.95 $229,604.82  

Memphis $170,817 2014   $486,488.46 $353,172.90  

Boston $164,903 2014   $267,217.56 $193,990.21  

Nashville $136,500 2014   $333,274.56 $241,945.19  

 
* Cities with a Council-Manager form of government, in which a council-appointed City Manager carries out most or all of the city’s day-to-day operations.  
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 

 
Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
 
Index numbers for individual cities are copyrighted by C2ER and not reprinted herein. 

 
Sources for Mayoral Salary 

 
New York City Charter Ch. 1, § 4 
Los Angeles City Controller 
City of Chicago Data Portal 
Houston: The Texas Tribune 
Philadelphia Mayor's Operating Budget Book I 
Phoenix City Charter Ch. III § 12 note (mayor); The Arizona Republic (city manager) 
San Antonio City Charter Art. II, § 6 (mayor); San Antonio Ordinance No. 2013-12-05-0858 (city manager) 
San Diego FY 2016 Proposed Budget 
Dallas City Charter Ch. III, § 4(a) (mayor); The Texas Tribune (city manager) 
San Jose Council Salary Setting Commission (mayor); San Jose Employee Compensation Plan (city manager) 
Austin American-Statesman (mayor); The Texas Tribune (city manager) 
Data provided by City of Jacksonville 
San Jose Mercury News 
IndyStar 
City of Columbus 
Fort Worth City Charter Ch. III, § 3 (mayor); CBS4 Local (city manager) 
Data provided by City of Charlotte 
Detroit Free Press 
El Paso Times (mayor); El Paso Times (city manager) 
Seattle: The News Tribune  
City and County of Denver Department of Law 
D.C. Department of Human Resources 
City of Memphis 
City of Boston: Data Boston 
Nashville Business Journal 
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https://www.coli.org/
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
https://controllerdata.lacity.org/Payroll/Payroll/qjfm-3srk
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Administration-Finance/Current-Employee-Names-Salaries-and-Position-Title/xzkq-xp2w
http://salaries.texastribune.org/houston/
http://www.phila.gov/finance/pdfs/Book%20I14.pdf
http://www.codepublishing.com/az/phoenix/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2015/03/30/phoenix-highest-paid-city-employees-make/70564556/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/Clerk/Legislative/CityCharterCityCode.aspx
https://webapps.sanantonio.gov/filenetarchive/%7BF133830A-E4B4-4030-A95A-417C88E90D37%7D/%7BF133830A-E4B4-4030-A95A-417C88E90D37%7D.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/fm/proposed/pdf/2016/vol2/v2mayor.pdf
http://dallascityhall.com/government/DCH%20documents/01Chartr%20(1).pdf
http://salaries.texastribune.org/dallas/departments/city-managers-office/
http://data.sanjoseca.gov/datastreams/95408/employee-compensation-plan-2014/
http://www.pressreader.com/usa/austin-american-statesman/20150123/281505044617512/TextView
http://salaries.texastribune.org/search/?q=city+manager
http://www.mercurynews.com/salaries/bay-area/2014
http://www.indystar.com/story/money/2013/10/23/public-employee-salary-database/3171481/
https://columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Columbus/Elected_Officials/City_Council/Citizens%E2%80%99_Commission_on_Elected_Official_Compensation/3-Compensation%20Commission%20Salary%20Schedule%20(5-18-15).pdf
http://fortworthtexas.gov/boards/charter/2016.pdf
http://www.cbs4local.com/news/features/local-headlines/stories/List-of-annual-base-salaries-for-largest-cities-in-Texas-181847.shtml#.Vj-Dw7erRpg
http://archive.freep.com/article/20140108/NEWS01/301080145/Mike-Duggan-mayor-salary
http://archive.elpasotimes.com/news/ci_28442637/el-paso-voters-may-be-asked-raise-mayor/
http://archive.elpasotimes.com/news/ci_28585498/el-paso-city-manager-get-pay/
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/databases/article25861027.html?appSession=113390781891801
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAGahUKEwiNr-ymwoTJAhVL6SYKHZdMAwc&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.denvergov.org%2Fsirepub%2Fview.aspx%3Fcabinet%3Dpublished_meetings%26fileid%3D694694&usg=AFQjCNEEUa4nCysVZOH2FsXvP_07G2b_7A&sig2=N4EGNv0dYowYRKpMVf7SVA
http://dchr.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dchr/publication/attachments/Public%20Body%20Employee%20Information%20150930.pdf
http://www.memphistn.gov/Portals/0/pdf_forms/July%202014%20City%20Salaries.pdf
https://data.cityofboston.gov/Finance/Employee-Earnings-Report-2014/4swk-wcg8
http://www.bizjournals.com/nashville/blog/2014/10/public-paychecks-check-out-metros-top-and-least.html


 

Mayoral Salaries in Mayor-Council Cities 
 Adjusted to Cost of Living in New York City + 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 

$0

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$500,000

$600,000

$700,000

Adjusted to Manhattan Adjusted to Brooklyn Unadjusted

3



 
 
 
 

Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 
 

Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
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https://www.coli.org/


Mayoral Salaries and Median Household Income in Mayor-Council Cities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Median Household Income 

M
ay

or
al

 S
al

ar
y 

New York 

Los Angeles 

Chicago 

Houston 

Philadelphia 

San Diego 

Jacksonville 

San Francisco 

Indianapolis 

Columbus 

Detroit 

Seattle 

Denver 

Washington 

Memphis 
Boston 

Nashville 

R² = 0.0824 

$0

$50,000

$100,000

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000

5



Mayoral Salaries and Population in Mayor Council Cities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New York is excluded from the trendline because its population is a significant outlier (z 3.44). 
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Population and Mayoral Salaries in Mayor-Council Cities (Adjusted for Cost of Living in Brooklyn+) 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

New York is excluded from the trendline because its population is a significant outlier (z 3.44). 
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 
 

Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
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https://www.coli.org/


Population and Mayoral Salaries in Mayor-Council Cities (Adjusted for Cost of Living in Manhattan +) 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

New York is excluded from the trendline because its population is a significant outlier (z 3.44). 
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 
 

Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
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https://www.coli.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Five Next Largest Cities in the  
State of New York: Mayoral Salaries 

 
Mayoral Salary Year 

C2ER Cost of Living Index, 
Third Quarter 2015* 

Mayoral Salary,  
Adjusted (Manhattan) + 

Mayoral Salary,  
Adjusted (Brooklyn) + 

Buffalo $105,000 2015 
 

$257,162.86 $186,690.87 
Rochester $140,861 2015 No Cost of Living Data  

 Yonkers $156,100 2015 No Cost of Living Data  

 Syracuse $115,000 2014 No Cost of Living Data  

 Albany $135,403 2015 
 

$289,047.45 $209,837.92 
 
+ The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island. 
* C2ER does not collect data for Rochester, Yonkers, or Syracuse. 
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Note on Cost of Living Index and Adjustments 

 
Adjustments to annual salaries are based on Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 265 Urban Areas for the third quarter of 2015, published by the Council for 
Community and Economic Research (C2ER). The Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services, weighted to reflect costs for 
professional and executive households in the top income quartile. The “adjusted” salary values are the base salaries elected officials would need to make in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in order to maintain the same lifestyle as enjoyed in their cities. C2ER does not collect data for Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.  
 
Index numbers for individual cities are copyrighted by C2ER and not reprinted herein. 

 
Sources for Mayoral Salaries 
 

Buffalo City Charter § 24-12 
Rochester City Charter § 3-3.1 
Yonkers City Charter § C3-3 
Syracuse.com: Search the Syracuse City Payroll 
Albany Common Council Meeting Minutes (Mar. 1, 2010), cross-referenced with SeeThroughNY 
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https://www.coli.org/
http://ecode360.com/BU1237
http://ecode360.com/12554029
http://ecode360.com/YO0144
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2015/01/search_the_syracuse_city_payroll_see_who_earned_more_than_the_mayor_in_2014.html?appSession=44264584430195
http://www.albanyny.org/_files/030110Final.pdf
http://seethroughny.net/payrolls
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