
 

DVS Celebrates Pride Month: A Statement from 
Commissioner James Hendon 

 

 

 Happy Pride! And a special thank you to the Veterans of the LGBTQ+ community for their 

service to this nation. You are the brave souls who make this country great, who make me 

proud to be an American, and who make the members of our agency proud to come to 

work every day. 

  

This month we take the time to celebrate you, your adversity, your trials and tribulations, 

and your triumphs. This month we see and salute all of YOU. From those of you who 

chose to don the uniform at a time when you were forced to deny yourself, while being 

called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice, to those who served openly after the long 

overdue repeal of a discriminatory policy. 

  

In spite of all that you endured, you answered the call to serve. Many of you stood in the 

breach and endured in silence, indignant, as you awaited the righteous change you 

deserved since the day you raised your right hand and swore to protect and defend this 

nation. This month we rejoice in the chorus of your brave and powerful voices. May we 

serve and protect your community with the same resolve you served and protected 

America. 

 

Happy Pride Month! 



 

 

James Hendon 

Commissioner 

NYC Department of Veterans' Services 

  

 

 

Contributions and Experiences of LGBTQ 
Service Members & Military Children 

 

 

Panel Discussion: Contributions and Experiences of LGBTQ Service 

Members and Military Children 

Wednesday, June 21 | 6:00pm-8:00pm ET 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y5hWo2VDO0Kj7do9hSQLuN3GFKjXBgxDkL7ock4f4CZUQU9PUVVRSE9OWjA3MFVDR1lVNFBINE01VC4u


 

In honor of Pride, join the Intrepid Museum for a conversation on the contributions 

and experiences of LGBTQ service members and military family members, 

particularly in the face of discrimination. Veterans and family members will share 

stories of resilience, struggle and activism in the past and present. Learn about the 

evolution of the military’s policies and practices affecting LGBTQ service members 

as well as the new challenges service members and military children face today. 

Light refreshments and beverages will be served at 6:00pm in the museum’s 

hangar deck.  Refreshments have been generously donated by The Marshal and 

Fresh from Hell. Panel will begin in the Intrepid Museum's Lutnick Theater 

promptly at 6:45pm. 

Learn More & Register 

 

 

 

VFW Patriot's Pen Essay Competition:  
2023-2024 Theme “How are you inspired by America?” 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F638932463197&data=05%7C01%7CChaRivera%40veterans.nyc.gov%7Cd8f425317d07471d0e5e08db6394807f%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638213261682680970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n6sVtO3T6V%2BVobNBTUS9gqOBfbiwATzFOz8l0mPzEKc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

VFW Patriot's Pen Official Entry Form  

 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VFW%202023-2024%20Voice%20of%20Democracy%20What%20are%20the%20greatest%20attributes%20of%20our%20Democracy.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VFW 2023-2024 Voice of Democracy What are the greatest attributes of our Democracy.pdf


 

 

Big Apple TAP: New York Mets Military Transition 
Summit in Partnership with NYC DVS 

 

 

New York Mets Military Transition Summit 

📅 Saturday | June 24, 2023 

📍 CitiField | 41 Seaver Way, Queens, NY 11368 

⌚️ 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

Theme: "Tools & Resources for Hacking Your Transition" 

The session will feature breakout rooms and discussion panels on the following 

topics: 

• Navigating NYC 

• NYC Community and Resources 

• Financial Security 

• Career and Education Networking 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Resources for Women Veterans 

• Job Preparation 

• Housing 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x2_1MoFfIk6pWxXaZlE771INv8GmIqVIu_s4Sq3_3EpUOEZBMTNJSDlNWFRFTURZRTk0MFU4U05WOC4u


 

• Health and Emotional Wellness 

Lunch & refreshments will be provided, along with a chance to meet Mr. & 

Mrs. Met, a tour of Citi field, giveaways, and more. 

 

Scan the QR Code above to register! Space is limited! RSVP to secure your 

spot! Admission will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis! 

 

About the NYC DVS Big Apple TAP Initiative 

The New York City Department of Veterans' Services now offers a Transition 

Assistance Program for recently separated service members and any Veteran 

interested in calling the Big Apple their home. This information session will serve 

as an introduction to our agency and highlight how we can serve as a resource for 

you and your loved ones during your transition and beyond. The information you 

receive during this session will help you take advantage of the benefits you earned 

while in uniform as well as get you acclimated to life in New York City.  

This is not your “run-of-the-mill” Transition Assistance Program—this is Big Apple 

TAP—designed for the select few who are interested in settling down in New York 

City. At your last duty station, you were told about a suite of programs and services 

at the federal and state level as a part of your out-processing, but what about at 

the city level? Lucky for you, New York City has an agency dedicated to providing 

you and your family with information about the many programs and services 

unique to the Big Apple. Whether you plan to stay for a few years or a lifetime, we 

can help ease your landing! 

 

To learn more about NYC DVS's Transition Assistance Program and to stay up-to-

date with future sessions, CLICK HERE. 

Register for the New York Mets Military Transition Summit  

 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/big-apple-taps.page
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x2_1MoFfIk6pWxXaZlE771INv8GmIqVIu_s4Sq3_3EpUOEZBMTNJSDlNWFRFTURZRTk0MFU4U05WOC4u


 

VETERAN NEWS 

 

 

Shenandoah Graduates and Military Veterans use Twitch 
Stream to Help Fellow Vets 

 

 

Photo Credit: DoD, U.S Army photo by PFC Dominique Dixon 

By Colby Johnson 

Published: Jun. 6, 2023  

 

WINCHESTER, Va. (WHSV) - Two military veterans and E-sports graduates of 

Shenandoah University in Winchester have launched a weekly Twitch stream for 

veterans. 

Since February Eric Gyamfi and Justin DiSantis have hosted ‘Brick by Brick 

Vets’ every Wednesday night. 

“The fact of the matter is that I had too many guys lost to the 22 statistic, that have 

taken their own lives, and I said to myself I can change that because I’ve navigated 

https://www.twitch.tv/brickbybrickvets
https://www.twitch.tv/brickbybrickvets
https://www.whsv.com/2021/08/28/queen-city-rucking-22-event-raises-awareness-veteran-suicide/
https://www.whsv.com/2023/06/06/shenandoah-graduates-military-veterans-use-twitch-stream-help-fellow-vets/


 

it successfully,” said DiSantis, who spent eight years in the U.S. Army Infantry 

before a decade long career in law enforcement. 

After retiring from law enforcement, DiSantis was dealing with depression and 

PTSD from his time in the military and he went to the Department of Veterans 

Affairs for help. [READ MORE...] 

 

 

More Veteran-related Headlines 

PIX11: Veterans get more resources thanks to new debt ceiling legislation 

 

The Hudson Independent: Congressman Lawler Seeks Veteran for Two-Year Paid 

Position in District Office 

 

NY Post: Marine vet puts military logistics to work with launch of NYC pot home delivery 

service 

 

Yahoo Finance: 11 small business grants and resources for veterans 

 

Bloomberg: US Veterans Are Accelerating the Push for Psychedelics 

 

 

JFK Redevelopment Program 
Veteran Contracting Opportunities 

https://www.whsv.com/2023/06/06/shenandoah-graduates-military-veterans-use-twitch-stream-help-fellow-vets/
https://pix11.com/news/local-news/new-jersey/veterans-get-more-resources-thanks-to-new-debt-ceiling-legislation/
https://thehudsonindependent.com/congressman-lawler-seeks-veteran-for-two-year-paid-position-in-district-office/
https://thehudsonindependent.com/congressman-lawler-seeks-veteran-for-two-year-paid-position-in-district-office/
https://nypost.com/2023/06/04/marine-vet-puts-military-logistics-to-work-with-launch-of-nyc-pot-home-delivery-service/
https://nypost.com/2023/06/04/marine-vet-puts-military-logistics-to-work-with-launch-of-nyc-pot-home-delivery-service/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/11-small-business-grants-resources-222531502.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2023-06-05/us-veterans-are-accelerating-the-push-for-psychedelics


 

 

Register Today! 

 

http://www.jfkvetopps.eventbrite.com/


 

 

WRIISC Guided Phone-based Meditation from Home 



 

 

 

https://www.irest.org/meditation-military-veterans


 

 

 

We are looking to highlight Veterans in the arts community! Whether it's an upcoming free 

exhibition, performance, or piece/installation you've created, we want to showcase your 

work and help spread the word. Submissions will be reviewed on a rolling basis and 

promoted at our discretion. We want this to be a space for Veteran artists to express 

themselves in an authentic way. 

 

Please email submissions to connect@veterans.nyc.gov with a brief bio, an artist 

statement, art medium, and your affiliation to the Veteran community. 

 

 

 A Message From Mayor Adams: 

 

Each week DVS will share a short update about how our administration is getting stuff 

done for New Yorkers.  

mailto:connect@veterans.nyc.gov


 

 

Week in Review | May 28 - June 3 

 

The Adams administration is dedicated to cutting through the noise and delivering 

information directly to you and all New Yorkers. 

Sign up to "Hear From Eric" and get direct messages from City Hall, tailored to your 

interests and neighborhood, sent directly to your inbox – at nyc.gov/hearfromeric! 

 

 

AmeriCorps/NYC VISTA Program 

 

 

http://nyc.gov/hearfromeric
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDdLCYRLmII
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=118364


What is AmeriCorps? 

AmeriCorps is the federal agency for national service and volunteerism. AmeriCorps 

provides opportunities for Americans of all backgrounds to serve their country, address the 

nation’s most pressing challenges, and improve lives and communities. 

 

What is AmeriCorps Vista? 

VISTA members serve at New York City government agencies (known as host sites) full-

time from July 31, 2023 to August 2, 2024 to address critical city issues related to 

poverty by engaging in capacity-building work. Capacity building refers to tasks and 

activities that create, expand or strengthen the systems and processes that help an 

organization carry out its anti-poverty work. These tasks and activities include the transfer 

of knowledge/skills, products, and relationships. 

 

For more info about AmeriCorps VISTA, visit here! 

 

DVS VISTA Job Opening: 

The NYC Veterans Support VISTA Member will manage the DVS/NYC Cares Mission: 

VetCheck program. The program connects Veterans to fellow New Yorkers through 

supportive check in calls. The VISTA Member will manage a robust volunteer effort where 

trained volunteers provide information on essential public services and other resources to 

Veterans. 

 

For more info on DVS's job, visit our posting here! 

 

Who is eligible? 

• Must be a U.S. Citizen, U.S. National, or Lawful Permanent Resident of the 

United States 

• Have successfully obtained a High School diploma or its equivalent prior to 

the start of the program 

• Agree to and pass a criminal background check 

• Ability to serve full time for the program term (generally M-F 9AM - 5PM) 

How to apply: 

To apply, create an AmeriCorps account and select apply now on our job listing. 

https://www.nycservice.org/nyc_vista
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=118364
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/recruit/registration.do
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=118364


 

To learn more about NYC Service, visit their website here. 

To learn more about benefits of working for AmeriCorps visit their website here. 

 

 

Join Our Team! Be Part of the Mission! 

 

 

 

Current DVS Job Openings 

 

Being part of our team is a great way to continue to serve. 

 

Visit NYC.gov/jobs and select “Veterans’ Services” from the agency menu to learn more 

about and apply to the job below. 

  

Client Services Manager - DVS seeks a highly qualified candidate to join Community 

Services as a Manager.  The Manager will be responsible for managing the day-to-day 

operations of a team responsible for performing intakes and sending referrals within the 

VetConnectNYC system, a multi-provider network of participating organizations, 

government agencies, and other partners that provide direct services to Veterans. The 

Manager will also be a subject matter expert in claiming VA benefits through accreditation 

by New York State Department of Veterans Services. 

 

VA Work Study Positions at DVS 

The NYC Department of Veterans' Services (DVS) supports VA Work-Study Positions! 

Here is a current list of available VA Work-Study openings: 

https://www.nycservice.org/national_service
https://americorps.gov/members-volunteers/your-benefits
https://a127-jobs.nyc.gov/psc/nycjobs/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://a127-jobs.nyc.gov/psc/nycjobs/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U


 

• Administrative Intern 

• Benefit Intern 

• Care Coordination Intern 

• Data Analyst Intern 

• Information Technology Intern 

• IT Support Intern 

• Legal Intern 

• Outreach Coordinator Intern 

• Veteran Business Promotion Intern 

 

If you are interested in applying for a DVS-specific Work-Study position and meet 

eligibility requirements, please submit the following 

to VAWorkStudy@veterans.nyc.gov: 

• Resume 

• Job Specific Cover Letter 

• Supporting Documents found in the Job Description 

Check Here for VA Work-Study Postings 

 

 

 

NYC Civil Service Job Openings and Exams 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/DVS-Administrative-Intern-05172021.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-benefits-intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-care-coordination-intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/Data-Analyst-Intern-Description-2022-03-25.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description-Information-Technology-Intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/DVS-IT-Support-Intern-05172021.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description-Legal-Intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description_Outreach-and-External-Affairs-2.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-student-job-description-veteran-business-promotion-intern.pdf
mailto:VAWorkStudy@veterans.nyc.gov
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/va-work-study.page


 

 

 

 

Open Competitive Exams 

New York City Bridge Exam Program - This examination is open to all candidates who 

wish to apply for and meet the requirements for any one or more of the titles indicated: 

Bookkeeper, Clerical Associate, Clerical Associate (PRO), Clerical Associate (NYC H+H), 

Clerical Associate (NYC H+H)(PRO), Computer Service Technician, Maintenance Worker 

(CUNY), Maintenance Worker (NYC H+H), Secretary, Staff Analyst Trainee. 

 

Clerical Associate (NYC H+H), Clerical Associate (NYC H+H) (PRO), and Maintenance 

Worker (NYC H+H) are for NYC Health + Hospitals only. Maintenance Worker (CUNY) is 

for the City University of New York only. 

 

City Assessor - City Assessors perform professional tax assessing responsibilities at 

various levels of complexity, involving the performance and/or review of assessments of 

Class I, II, III and IV real properties and/or supervisory responsibilities involving 

professional tax assessing. 

 

Environmental Engineer - Environmental Engineers under general supervision, perform 

responsible supervisory work, or difficult and responsible work in the field, office, or 

laboratory in environmental and/or fire protection engineering. Environmental Engineers 



 

act as section engineers in charge of a major environmental or fire protection engineering 

section or the equivalent. 

 

To receive monthly updates on upcoming civil service exams click the button below to be 

directed to the Subscribe to the DCAS Newsletter page. On the registration form, select 

"City Jobs and Civil Service Announcements". 

 

Subscribe to the DCAS Newsletter Here  

 

 

 

Programs and Initiatives 

 

Affordable Housing For Veterans 
 

 

The NYC Department of Veterans' 

Services (DVS) maintains a list of federal, 

state, and city programs that offers a 

limited, but selective list of affordable 

housing options for veterans seeking 

financial relief for their housing 

arrangements. Visit our Affordable 

Housing for Veterans page to learn more.  

 

 

Empowering Veteran Business Owners 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/about/citywide-administrative-services-newsletter-sign-up.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page


 

 

The primary mission of the VBLA is to 

serve Veterans seeking support and 

assistance with running a business and in 

their pursuit of New York City Government 

contracting opportunities. Our leadership 

association engages with the private 

sector, government, advisory board, and 

local partners to build a consortium that 

facilitates the growth and development of 

Veteran Businesses.  
 

 

VetBizNYC: Supporting Veteran Entrepreneurship 
 

 

DVS has launched VetBizNYC, an 

interactive map that identifies Veteran-

owned businesses across the five 

boroughs. New Yorkers can use our 

interactive map to find and support 

Veteran-owned businesses in their 

community. 

 

 

Are You Getting the Benefits You Deserve? 

https://www.nycvbla.org/
https://vetbiznyc.cityofnewyork.us/
https://www.nycvbla.org/
https://vetbiznyc.cityofnewyork.us/


 

 

The NYC Department of Veterans' 

Services (DVS) represents NYC 

Veterans in claims for benefits from 

the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Our team is also qualified to assist with 

PACT Act related claims. If you had a 

toxic exposure during your service, time is 

crucial for you to get the benefits you 

deserve. To file a claim, fill out 

the VetConnectNYC.org form 

and select Benefits Navigation as your 

preferred service. 
 

 

VetConnectPro: A First-in-the-Nation Employment Tool 
 

 

VetConnectPro, is a new employment 

tool designed to help Veterans find 

employment within NYC government. 

The platform features a military skills 

translator that can match your service 

experience and Military Occupational 

Specialty (MOS) to City jobs and civil 

service exams. Upload your resume 

and get started 

today: nyc.gov/vetconnectpro. 
 

 

 

Newsletter Sign-up 

 

If you received this newsletter by way of a friend or colleague and have yet to sign-up on 

your own, click here, and stay up-to-date with the latest news impacting the community, 

updates on city services, info on DVS programs, Veteran-specific resources & more. 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.va.gov/
http://vetconnectnyc.org/?fbclid=IwAR3E9FG39sw0yuFXdE69rdwj3tTdrw-TgmUyUCTxZoyhkapQg1-STdY7rt4
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/vetconnectpro.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/vetconnectpro.page
https://nyc.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7b9346505d410be91f983085&id=1c42dfcee9
http://vetconnectnyc.org/
https://dvs.yourjobpath.com/


 

Contact Us 

 

• Complete a service request form at vetconnectnyc.org 

• Message the Commissioner 

• Partner with DVS 

• Press Inquiries 

• Event Request Form 

Stay tuned on our website www.nyc.gov/vets and social media 

platforms @nycveterans, or via email at connect@veterans.nyc.gov. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvetconnectnyc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CConnectDVS%40veterans.nyc.gov%7Caf1747a0e2784b21708a08d88fea6d78%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637417584308357948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7pofXkHZUR17%2BunMKyYoMnM%2F2hy10TszkM4oIcYY%2FAA%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/message-the-commissioner.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/partner-with-dvs.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/press-inquiries.page
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=x2_1MoFfIk6pWxXaZlE7777vG0jplc5Mkrs11Hx-qvpURERDSlAzWjZMU1NFUjdZUVlJREFCOTBNTy4u
http://nyc.gov/vets
https://twitter.com/nycveterans
mailto:press@veterans.nyc.gov?subject=Newsletter%20feedback%20

