
NEW YORK CITY GRADUATION RATES 
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NUMBER OF FOUR-YEAR GRADUATES 

Class of ’05 

(01 Cohort) 

Note: Totals  reflect data available at the time of reporting provided by NYS; August graduate data is only available for the classes of 2008-2011.  
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Over 52,000 students who entered 9th grade in 2007 graduated high school 4 years later 
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NYC Calculation Method NY State Calculation Method  

Notes: NYC traditional calculation includes Local and Regents Diplomas, GEDs, Special Education diplomas, and August graduates. It does not include disabled 
students in self-contained classrooms or District 75 students. The NYS calculation, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled 
students. It does not include GEDs and Special Education diplomas. * Final year NYS did not include August graduates. 

 

AFTER REMAINING NEARLY FLAT FOR 10 YEARS,  

NYC’S GRADUATION RATE HAS INCREASED BY 41 PERCENT  

SINCE 2005 AS MEASURED BY THE STATE 

1992-2001: + 0% 
(City Calculation) 

2002-2011: + 39% 
(City Calculation) 

2005 to 2011: +40.9% 
(State Calculation) 

* 



52.8 

62.6 
65.6 

60.7 

66.1 
69.2 

62.7 

67.8 
70.9 

65.1 

70.4 
65.5 

4
-y

e
a
r 

5
-y

e
a
r 

6
-y

e
a
r 

4
-y

e
a
r 

5
-y

e
a
r 

6
-y

e
a
r 

4
-y

e
a
r 

5
-y

e
a
r 

6
-y

e
a
r 

4
-y

e
a
r 

5
-y

e
a
r 

4
-y

e
a
r   
  

Class of '07 
(03 Cohort) 

Class of '08 
(04 Cohort) 

Class of '09 
(05 Cohort) 

Class of '10 
(06 Cohort) 

Class of '11 
(07 Cohort) 
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4-, 5-, & 6-YEAR GRADUATION RATES 

4-Year Graduation Rate 5-Year Graduation Rate  6-Year Graduation Rate 

For students entering 9th grade in 2006, 65.1% graduated by August of their fourth 
year. An additional 5.3% (4,702 students) graduated by August of their fifth year.  

Note: Totals  reflect data available at the time of reporting provided by NYS; 4-year outcomes reflect August graduates for classes of 2008- 

2011; 5-year outcomes reflect August graduates for the class of 2010.  



18.0% 16.5% 13.9% 
9.9% 

25.7% 29.9% 34.7% 
39.2% 

17.0% 
16.3% 

16.6% 16.5% 

2004 Cohort  
(Class of 2008) 

2005 Cohort 
(Class of 2009) 

2006 Cohort  
(Class of 2010) 

2007 Cohort 
(Class of 2011) 

5 

Diploma Type 

Notes: Totals reflect data available at the time of reporting provided by NYS; August outcomes are presented.  

 

62.7% 60.7 % 

 

65.1% 

 

65.5% 

GRADUATION RATES CONTINUED TO RISE, EVEN AS GRADUATION 

STANDARDS INCREASED 

Minimum Graduation Requirements of Students Entering the 9th Grade In: 

2004 2005 2006 2007 

N = 75,009 N = 77,378 N = 78,346 N = 79,476 

5 Regents exams at 55 or 

higher 

2 Regents exams at 65 or 

higher and 3 exams at 55 or 

higher 

3 Regents exams at 65 or 

higher and 2 exams at 55 or 

higher 

4 Regents exams at 65 or 

higher and 1 exam at 55 or 

higher 

Advanced 

Regents 

Regents 

Local 

Class of ’08 

(04 Cohort) 

Class of ’09 

(05 Cohort) 

Class of ’10 

(06 Cohort) 

Class of ’11 

(07 Cohort) 

42.7% 
55.7% 

51.3% 46.2% 
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GRADUATION RATES AT NEW SCHOOLS ARE HIGHER THAN AT THE  

HIGH SCHOOLS THEY REPLACED 

* New Schools exclude Transfer Schools. Schools presented on slide  were all announced for phase out between 2002-2008.  ***NYC traditional calculation includes 
Local and Regents Diplomas, GEDs, Special Education diplomas, and August graduates. It does not include disabled students in self-contained classrooms or District 75 
students. ****The NY State method, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and Special Education 
diplomas.  

High Schools in  

the Same  

Building in 2011*** 

Large High  

Schools in 2002** 

Graduation  

Rates 

• In 2006, all phasing-out high schools had a graduation rate of 38.0%. In 2011, all new high schools had 

a graduation rate of 70.1%.  

 

• At the campuses below, the overall graduation rate increased from 35.7% at the large high schools in 

the building in 2002 to 68.0% in the new schools in the same building in 2011, which translates to 2,093 

more graduates per year.  

6 

2002 vs. 2011 Graduation Rates at  
New Schools on Campuses That Phased Out Between 2004-2010* 
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White Students Asian Students Hispanic Students Black Students 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES AND FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATES BY 

ETHNICITY 
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+25.0% 

+57.8% +50.6% 

+23.3% 

Class of 

2005 

Class 

of 2011 
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Class 
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Class 

of 2011 

10,477 15,896 
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of 2005 

Class 

of 2011 

9,682 18,192 
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Class 

of 2011 

6,501 9,925 
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74.8 
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Note: Totals  reflect data available at the time of reporting provided by NYS; August graduate data is only available for the classes of 2008-

2011. 



13.3 

16.1 15.8 
17.4 

17.8 
19.0 

19.6 
20.2 

22.0 
22.3 

24.7 

8 

SINCE 2005, MORE STUDENTS HAVE MET BOTH THE 

ASPIRATIONAL PERFORMANCE MEASURE AND THE COLLEGE 

READINESS INDEX 

Notes: August APM results only available for 2009-2011. Progress Report College Readiness Index is defined as the percentage of students who 

met the 2012 standards for passing out of remedial coursework at CUNY by August of their fourth year.  

      2005            2006           2007           2008           2009           2010          2011 

% of Cohort Achieving 

Regents-Based 

English/Math APM 

% of Cohort Meeting  

College Readiness 

Index 

20.8 
21.9 21.1 

Class of ’05 
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Class of ’07 

(03 Cohort) 

Class of ’08 

(04 Cohort) 

Class of ’09 

(05 Cohort) 

Class of ’10 

(06 Cohort) 

Class of ’11 

(07 Cohort) 



2005-2011 % Gains 2010-2011  % Gains 

New York City + 40.9% + 0.6% 

Rest Of State + 8.8% + 1.0% 

Big 4 + 21.1% + 6.8% 

46.5 
49.1 

52.8* 
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46.5 45.6 46.9* 

53.1 52.2 53.4 
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9 
Notes: The NY State method, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and            

Special Education diplomas. *Final year NYS did not include August graduates 

Rest Of State 

(NY State – NYC-

Big 4) 

New York City 

Class of ’05 

(01 Cohort) 

Class of ’06 

(02 Cohort) 
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Class of ’11 

(07 Cohort) 

New York City-Rest Of State Gap Reduction    

05-11: 12.3 pts 

Big 4  (Buffalo, 

Syracuse, Yonkers, 

and Rochester)   

NEW YORK CITY COMPARED TO  

REST OF NEW YORK STATE AND OTHER LARGE NEW YORK CITIES 


