
 

 

 

 

 
 

MELLO TYMES LLC 

2572 Wallace Avenue, Bronx, New York 10467 
Telephone 917-809-0420 

 
 

June 7, 2022 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Jeremy Warneke 

District Manager 

Community Board 11 (Bronx) 

1741 Colden Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10462 

Email: jwarneke@cb.nyc.gov  
 

 

Re: Introduction of Mello Tymes LLC (“Mello Tymes”), a cannabis brand and company, to 

Community Servants and the Community at Large 

 

Dear Mr. Warneke: 

 

Mello Tymes would like to begin with a profound thank you for your work in serving the community to 

ensure that its needs are being met.   

 

This letter serves is an introduction to who we are and what we stand for in hopes of garnering support 

from Community Board 11 as we explore opening and operating a cannabis business in the Bronx. As 

you may know, the New York State Legislature (Legislature) passed the Marijuana Regulation and 

Taxation Act of 2021 (MRTA 2021) last year that fully legalized recreational cannabis in New York State 

(NY).  The sponsors of the legislation were keen to focus on equity and those that had been directly 

harmed by the War on Drugs in many capacities. 

 

The Legislature adopted an equitable approach to the new law creating a social equity component to 

ensure that those individuals directly harmed would get an opportunity to participate in this new 

burgeoning Cannabis Industry (Industry) as owners and operators. The current state of the Industry is 

dominated by white men with finance backgrounds who have disingenuously created a financial moat that 

is insurmountable to overcome as it relates to men and women directly impacted by the War on Drugs.1 

Only 2% of the cannabis businesses in the Industry are owned and operated by Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Color (BIPOC). The difficulties associated with the costs of starting a cannabis business 

illuminates the hypocrisy: whites profiting while black and brown people suffer in an unjust penal system. 

Mello Tymes believes that a diverse Industry is healthy and beneficial for all parties as this nascent 

Industry continues to take hold. 

 

                                                            
1 https://grownin.com/2021/10/28/analysis-publicly-traded-cannabis-company-board-members-largely-hail-from-
finance-and-law-sectors/?vgo_ee=Rjy%2FSHhOkeGV7hHCN03AvtSYFmrMikCwlKFARSZoYAo%3D 
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The Legislature in studying the failures of such programs in other jurisdictions around the country that 

have fully legalized cannabis, created a cannabis loan fund to address the most pressing issue of a lack of 

access to capital. 2 

 

We are a Returning Citizen, Minority and Latina Woman owned Cannabis Business registered in the State 

of New York. Mello Tymes centers on Social Equity, Inclusion, Redemption and Community 

Empowerment. Each founder hails from communities that have been ravaged by the War on Drugs. We 

also attended college together and understand the communities we intend to operate in. A front-page 

article was written on our journey in the New York Daily News in November of last year.3 

 

We would like to engage the community as well as its servants to see how we can be of some benefit in 

the event we can to secure a license to open and operate a cannabis business in the area. As a Returning 

Citizen, I am keenly aware of the difficulties that men and women face coming home from incarceration 

as they reacclimate themselves to a society that changes daily. Support for this segment of the population 

would be important. We would offer them priority status in terms of employment.  

 

More importantly, according to the Board’s Summary of Community District Needs and Budget Requests 

at 9, it states, “Eastchester Playground was originally cited by the Bronx Parks Department as being our 

greatest park need. The area has a drainage issue that makes the playground unusable when it rains. 

Eastchester Playground is adjacent to Eastchester Gardens, the second largest public housing 

development in CB11. The second greatest park need in CB11 is demolishing and/or renovating the Park 

House at Zimmerman Playground.” We would definitely be willing to collaborate with DPR to renovate 

both parks. Our children are the future and making their well-being and the community as a whole a 

priority coincides with our mission   

 

We have also been in contact with several realtors discussing various ways in which they can be part of 

the solution in making sure that men and women harmed by the War on Drugs have their support as well. 

Everyone working together will help the NY State Assembly achieve its equitable objectives in MRTA 

2021 and possibly a win-win scenario for all parties including the most important party, the Community. 

 

In conclusion, we look forward to sitting down with members in the community as well as the public 

servants who attend to their needs to continue the introduction and conversation.  Information is key to 

addressing any issues stemming from the community regarding cannabis’ varied history including its 

place in the War on Drugs.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Eric Spencer 

Chief Compliance Officer  

Mello Tymes LLC 

 

cc. 

Roger Thomas, CEO  

Jeremy Rivera 

                                                            
2 https://mjbizdaily.com/new-york-plans-200-million-fund-to-bolster-marijuana-social-equity-goals/ 
 
3 https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-marijuana-startup-bronx-mello-tymes-20211128-
tnmde4bbojajriudz4t5i563k4-story.html 
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