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                                        MOCS Testimony 
                                                November 16, 2021 
 
RE:  R- 4347 Shelter Facility for Homeless Single Adults at Riverdale 
Residence, located at 6661-6667 Broadway, Bronx, NY 10471  

Good morning, 

My name is Laura Spalter and I am Chair of Bronx Community Board 8. On 
November 9th the Board passed a resolution expressing our opposition to the 
flawed process followed by DHS. 

It has been approximately 6 weeks from initial notification of this shelter to 
todays preliminary contract hearing. This alarming speed is unacceptable, 
and raises serious questions regarding this 34-year contract and $195 million 
dollars price tag. Public funds are being expended for the construction and 
operation through a third party entity of a transitional five story shelter for 
130 men without any consultation or input from elected officials, the 
affected community, or Bronx Community Board 8, and without any sound 
structure for thoughtful community planning, Land Use considerations, or 
meaningful City review. 

 
Regarding site selection protocol:  DHS has not answered what specific 
planning considerations were involved and applied in this particular site 
selection. The proposed site in north Riverdale is located only eight blocks 
north from The W, an Adult Home offering supportive housing to 256 
residents; many have issues caused by mental illness that negatively impact 
the community’s quality of life.  Placing additional transitional housing in a 
neighborhood already saturated with numerous supportive facilities, both 
large and small, will adversely impact the community. 

 

 
 

  
 



	

 We have learned little about the financial integrity or qualifications of the proposed DHS 
contractor, AAPCI, its officers, agents and employees to safely manage a shelter such as proposed 
here. There is no data that they have had successful ongoing services for this model to assist in the 
transition to permanent housing, employment opportunities, drug rehabilitation, or mental health.  
It is disturbing that AAPCI, was referenced in a recent New York Times article published on 
October 3rd because its chief executive, Matthew Okebiyi (income $500,000 a year), was 
investigated for breaking City rules – hiring and supervising his brother, the Chief Finance Officer, 
and placing another family member on their board.  

	

The inexplicably hasty actions taken in the waning hours of any Administration are often the 
subject of later embarrassment and proceedings that taint the integrity and reputation of those 
participating, especially where as here written prior caution is provided (as in Community Board 
8’s written inquiries to DHS).  Discretion dictates deferral until at least the issues addressed by 
Bronx Community Board 8 are addressed and resolved to the reasonable satisfaction of the 
community, the Board, and its counsel.  

	

Thank	you	for	this	opportunity	to	speak.	

 
  
	


