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TECHNICAL 
 

ISSUER: 

PURPOSE: 

SUBJECT(S): 

Keith L. Wen, R.A.  
Assistant Commissioner 
Code & Zoning Interpretation 

This Bulletin rescinds 1 Directives, 8 Memoranda, and 4 
Buildings Bulletins which were issued by the Department but 
are no longer applicable under current Codes and Local 
Laws. 

Rescinding a Directive, Memoranda, and Buildings Bulletins 

James S. Oddo, Commissioner  nyc.gov/buildings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Department of Buildings periodically reviews published Buildings Bulletins (BB), Policy and 
Procedure Notices (Technical, Operational, Legal, Administrative, OTCR) and the various 
Directives, Executive Orders, Memoranda and Letters issued in the past to ensure their continued 
consistency with current Departmental practice and to verify that new laws and regulations are 
incorporated into these documents.   
 
The above listed Directives, Memoranda, and Buildings Bulletins are rescinded effective 
immediately and are attached therein. 
 
The rescinded documents will appear on the Department’s website with the watermark 
RESCINDED. Because this review is ongoing, documents not specifically listed in this Bulletin may 
be addressed in future Bulletins. Watermarked Memoranda, Directives, Executive Orders and 
Letters may be accessed through the online version of this Bulletin at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page.    

RESCINDED DOCUMENTS   
Directive 43 of 1970  

Memo 9/19/75, Memo 7/28/72, Memo 12/4/87, Memo 8/7/87, Memo 5/17/78,  
Memo 3/23/70, Memo 4/5/71, Memo 5/6/713 

BB 2009-025, BB 2019-006 

PROSPECTIVELY RESCINDED DOCUMENTS: BB 2008-001, BB 2015-002 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page
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. Dz,a.A191NUl'T OI' a,su:a1HGS 
.... _ ... 

D.\T!:Sept11ntoer 19, 1975 

8Jcise F. Parcsc::ndola, Assistant Commiuioner 

Liaison f=,,- Central Billing Section _ 
wilh the Office of·tne City ~-sister 

. . . . • 

. . . .. . .. 

. . 
• 

. ~- ; .. . . . 
. . : . . . . . . 

Al: oorous,h or;;c.:lt monc9.,.s care rcqvMt..d" lo datisnc.>• an .np:o~ in tneir 
sac:tion to act as liaison with the_Office of the City Registe,- tc "msis:- the 
Central Bill ins Section in detenninina the change of. ownership of reel 
p-operty. • 

Because cF the severe· budgetary· constraints and p~el lass ~ the CUy 
Resister's Office, that office is not a!:,Je to forwor:! to o~er oge~cies, 
including the Central Billing Section of this Departm~t, changes of 
own~rs of real property.· lnasinud, as the.Jocati:,n oF the Oty Regiiter's 
ofTiCf: is usually in the sane buildi:,g c:s the bor:,u;h office, th~ procecure 
wiJJ b~ for a ,.,,res•ntt:a~i,,e of the Department to obtain thii inFormot;on 
from the Register's office directly. The Office cif the City Register hes • -• 
agreed to give.us instruction a~ cssistance in ohJaining tnis infomtetion. . . . . 

..• 

To accomplish. this ob;ectiv~, ofter the-'repreJentatives ·of each bo~u;h have . 
Deen designated, there will be a r.,eetins in my office to finclce_tnis 
poceclure.. • • 

'! 

Please forward to _my office the name of the dai9nated repreMntat:ve.•.-. - _ • • 
• • . : • • • •• #. 

BFP:ASR 
ce- Comm. Walsh 

Dep. Comm. Jenkins 
T.V. Burke ./ 
H. Glantz • 
Soro Sapts. 

.. .. -
...• __ ,,.. 

.. 
.. -. 

Assistant Commissioner 

... 

/ - • -
·' . -

/

.I-·•· .. 
·/• 

· ... · iOqG 
. . . . . 
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TH£ CITY OF NEW YORK 

HOUSING AND D£ViLOP:!£!T ADtll:JSTRATIDI 
DE~ARTMENT OP BUu..DINCIS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATEi July 28 • 1972 

• TO: Borough Superintendents· 

-. 

Fil0/ .. ,: fimma~ V •. Burk~, Director ~f OperatiODS 

SUIJECT1 
. 

• COMPLAl:N'l' .BACJCLOG -
Xn order to reduce t:he complaint backlog• ccillpl.ailla 
'llhich vere filed prior t:o Jan~ 1. 1970, are to 
be reviewed encl those which are hazar4ous • if IIOt . 
previously investi9at:ed, are to be assiqned ~~ ill­
mediate inspection and appropriate acticm. &11 otlaer 
camp1ai.Dt& filed prior m Januuy 1 1 1970, are to be 
cancelled.·•· 1l'be caarplaiat docket sb&ll •be •o annotatad 
for tilose c•ncel.le4. • 

A deteZllined effort •ball i.e aa4e u investigate u4 
bike appropriate acilon cm ccapl.aints filec1 an or 

. after January l, 1970 • so ai: .t:o ZIMluoe 1:be backlog 
in order that all ccmplaints will lae iDY .. d.gat:84 
vi thin a month of receipt._._· 

ffB/4f 

CCa C.-.. Stein 
l>ep. CGmm. PadaY&D· 
Asst. Comm. Walsh 
Jlaaara. Olin, t,i:nker • 

.• 

. . 

·' 

pethernandez
Text Box
RESCINDED BY BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2023-012



DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECt:TIVI. OFnCES 
60 Ht:DSON STREET, SEW YORK, SY 1001, 

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jr., Rw.__, Commissioner 
312-8100 

M E M O R A N D U M 

To: Distribution ------.. 

From: Fredric J. Pocc~~, Assistant commissioner 
j 

Date: December 4, 1981 
../ 

Subject: Complaint Telephone Numbers 

The following is a list of telephone numbers for public 
complaints to the various Department of Buildings offices. 
Please use these numbers when referring complaints to another 
office. 

Manhattan 

Bronx 

Brooklyn 

Queens 

Staten Island 

BEC 

Elevators 

FJP:mh 

cc: Cornelius F. Dennis 
Stewart D. O'Brien 
George E. Berger 
Borough Superintendents 
Deputy Borough Superintendents 
Administrative Chief Inspectors 
Chief Elevator Inspectors 
Chief Plumbing Inspectors 
Director, BEC 
James F. McLoughlin 
Borough Office Managers 

2315 

212-312-8530 

212-579-6905 (Const.) 
212-579-6948 (Plumb.) 

718-802-3681 

718-520-3402 

718-390-5204 

212-669-8353 

212-312-8700 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXEClJTl\'E OFFICES 

60 HUDSO~ STREET. 1'EW YORK. 1'. Y 10013 

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jr .. R.A .. CommiSJionrr 

CHARLES R. FOY. Esq 
General Counsel 

Issuance 136 

Informational Notice 13/87 

To: 

From: 

• Date: 

All Em1ployees /IL . 

Charles R. Fo(/IFJ!f al Counsel 

August 7, 1987 • 

Re: Local Law 45-1984: Confidentiality of Complaints 

Local Law 145 of 1984 (Sec. 26-104 of the Building 
Code) is designed to protect the identity of complainants 
when they lodge a complaint regarding any building. 
According to this law the names and addresses of 
complainants shall not be given out to members of the 
public. Whilt! the law specifically applies to the 
-complaint logs maintained in each borough office, it is 
well within the spirit of the law to expand it to include 
inquiries about complaints made over the phone. Therefore, 
when you receive inquires from the public regarding 
previously made building complaints, whether these 
inquiries are made in person or over the phone, all 
employees are directed not to divulge the names or 
addresses of co111plainants. 

By maintaining the confidentiality of complainants, we 
encourage the citizens of the city to come forward, and, by 
so doing, enable us to serve them better. 

2254 
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Tl-IE Cl,Y OF NEW YORK 

HOUSING AND DtVH[I? .ViHH AD~!N:STRATION 
DEPAn7MC:N7 OF BUILDIN•.:;S 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: May 17, 1978 

TO: _Switchboard Telephone Operat~rs 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Leonard Dwoskin-Secretary to the Department 

Technical Information 

Please refer telephone calls for technical information to the 
following telephone numbers: 

.. 

1) Multiple Dwelling (three (3) or more families complaints 
to telephone #960-4800 

2) Specific questions of. construction problems to the Borou,!:!;h 
Office in which complaints are located 

a) Brooklyn 643-7886 
Chief Const'ruction b) Manhattan 566-3130-464$ 
Inspectors c) Bronx 583-5520 Ext.29 

d) Queens 520-3414 
e) Staten Island 390-5205 

J) Specific questions of Zoning and Engineering problems to 
the Borough Office in which complaints are located -

Deputy Borough 
Superintendent 

a) Bklvn 643-4743 
b) Manhattan 566-?388 
c) B::--onx 583~5520 Ext.20 • 
d) Queens 520'-3413 
e) Staten Island 390-5178 

4) Material Equipment and Acceptance-Tele.#482-7767 

5) Boilers Tele.#482-7720-7772 

6) Plumbing Complaints of Specific Plumbers or Plumbing 
Co-orporation Tele.#482-6288 

7) Plumbing questions of specific job problems or violations 
refer to Borough Office in which complaint is located. 

Chief Plumbing a) Man. 566-2491 
Inspector b) Bklyn 643- ~10 

c) Queens 520-3028 
d) Bronx 583-5520 Ext.16 
e) Staten Island 390-5206 

14<o4 
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FROM: Tho:r.as V. Burke,P.E .. , Dire.::tor o:f Operations 

SUBJECT: Tr2.ns!!li t·~al of Copies of J.ppr:::,ved Plans oi' Fire Protection 
Sy:-.:t.em::: end C~pies o:f Test Report:,.;; to the Fire Department 

. Pl~ase inst::i:--J.ct ycur ps~sonnB: that we 1dll continue 
'tr'..e pr.=.c~ice cf s:.bmi t-t:..ng copies of' approved st:;;.ndpipe, 
• sprink:c:::- ar.d. 07,he.r fire prctsct;ic::1 plan::: to the Fire De­
partro.ent., Division of Fi::-e Preventiun. We l'Till also for­
ward copies of plumbing inspector~ test reports ai'ter the 
test has been accsp·;;ed by our depe.r·;:,ment.. These t:::-ans-
mi tt.alz a:.-e only f o:- the purpose of assisting the Fire 
Depart,ment to prepa:-e and ma::..n·~ain its maintenance inspec­
tion progra::n and are, i.~1 no "t':ay, 'i:,o be considered as re-· 
lieving this depa:-·~ment of i·~s responsibility to approve, 
inspec·t and -~es~ i'i::-e protec-;ion systems o 

TVB/ JT\'l / sl 

;plf-;4v.-4Ya J/. 2:$~ • Bur Ke, P • .r.,. 
Director of Operations 

cc: Exec. Sta.ff 

-352--
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' The City cf' I,!ei·r Y::irL 
H0iJ8Ii!G Al':D D:sv::..·Jr~-:=~:1 AD:.:;1i:~~T2f.TI0N 

D~partment of B~ildings 

TO: Bo~ough Superintende~ts DATE: October S, 1970 

When a~ alteration or b~ilding ~~~ice app:ication is being accepted 

by the Pla:r: Desk fer f":.li::1g, F::,.r::n 32 shall be prepared .for each applic­

ation. A copy of F~~~ 32 re7ised 9/70-is att~ched hereto. 

At least once ea:h day, these forms shall be sent to the Inde:: 

Section ~-fr ere t-!;~y c::.:re to be c~'.mple:ted \·!:::. th minirm..u'71 delay and f onrardGd 

tc the Plan Exa:]:i.m.:.ion Se:tio~--:. The alte~ation a:rd building notice 

applications s~all be .for\·rarded by the Plar. Desl-= to the Plan Exar.:iina.­

tion Section .for rs-.~iew· ir. the 'U=>:la:. TT'.a:mer. 

At the Plan Exar.iiri.atic!1 Se:-:,i::)::-i., t.he Chief E!1ginee:!"-E:igineeri:::,g -

shall be resp~nsible that ~he ccmpleted Form ~2, received from the 

Index Secti~r., is :i.!Th11ediately pla~ed in the co:--:..~esponding application 

i'older, 1-·1hethe:- the application ::.s a1mi ting assib::.me!lt or has been 

a~.signed t,c an exa~::i..:-~er. r::..an Exam:..:'.'".e::.·s s::all ir:dex and make Ferm :2 

part. of the ":)rig:i.~1 •1 a::,;,l:..:&ti~n. They shal2. r·efer to t-he Form 3,2 

during e.xaminat.i.':'r. 8: -~!"le 3.pplicati~n. 

TVB/1;1CK/sl 
cc: Exec. staff 

Ind.us :,y-y 

~~.#-!/ 6~~ 
Tn.:.ima.s V. ~:lri-:e, }-'. E. 
Directc::-· of' 0_;::E:::r·at.:.cn~ -"' ~~~~-
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':"HI--: Cl:Y O!" N::v1 ~•c)RY. 

•tcur-1;in '!'"' r1r;1::-• nD••i:-••T r,r:•,,oq,.,-""!~'flr.'t r . ~ .. ,u .1~ •• v L.: .. ,, .. L .. , 1,,.,,,_ ,.1.;(,1111,.J,r-,11 •• ~,. 

DEF'-.\P-"TME:1~-;· or P.tJl!...OINCS 

DEPA'?TMH./TAL f.~Et.'.O?.ANDUM DATE: April S, 1971 -

TO: Borough ~uperintendents 

FROM: Thonas V. Burke, Director of ~perations 

SUOJECT: Application PJnendments 

In accord~nce with a request of the Architects Council, Commissioner 
Ferro has directed that amendments to applications be accepted when­
ever filed, whether or not the corresponding application is avail­
able. 

This is to be done so that applicants will not be required to return 
to a borough office one or more times to file an amendment because 
personnel of the borough office cannot locate an application. 

When an amendment has·been filed, it shall be stamped with the date 
of filing and shall be forwarded to the Borough Chief Engineer, 
Engineering, without delay. He shall require that a diligent search 
be made promptly and that the application, when located, and the 
amendment,, be forwarded to the examiner. In addition, he shall re- A 
quire that the date the amendment was filed be entered on the index W 
sheet of the application. 

TVB/df 

CC: Exec. Staff 
Mr. I. Donald Weston, Pres. 
Architects Council of NYC, Inc. 

• 

Thomas V. Burke 
Director of Operations 

-s10--
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. . . 

• ' 
SU.iJ~c·:1 ?:!.cl:1 E.):.s.::i~ation ~~1C. :.,::.c:.c. Zhs,,3ctio;~s 
• ?o~t~ a~Q T~r~.i:~:s : 

Att,ached her6""vr-th. is a lG"~"~e~ daved i,::.--il 26, ., 971 · -~ ....... m co~·m.? ----10·:1c·" - ... ., ••• Vilt UM •WiQ • ' .. 

I ' 

Joseph Ferro, to thg Honorable Patrick F. C::.--ossr.-.an,. :,Corrimissi.oner -

Econo~ic Davelophlent Adwinisi~a~ion, which out1ines the p~ocedu:,.~& 

to be followed •with respuct_ to Plan E::mrr.i:'l.D."~ion a;.d Field Inspec­

tions £0~ new buildin3s and new st:"Uctu:i.~es on wat6ri'ront proper~ios. , 
I 

I 

Applica~ions when received in the bo~ough of~ice, shall be nu.~bered 

and in~exad ir. the regular r..a~..ner. The application nu.~be::.-- shall oo 

:Collowe<i by t,he lett.o~s ,P. &T. Ai'ter approval, ·applica~ions shall ~v 

kept,in a separate file in tho plan room. Separa~e accounts shall 

also be kept for the Building Depar-'~~ent and Sanitation·DepartmGr:~ 

fees Zor repo~ting to tha Budget Direc~o~. On co~pletion of all 
. I. 

worl<:, tho application a.nc. pl~no sr.c.ll be !'ilGd. i~ "who blook ~;'l.d. lo'-:, 
•jii.\•,_!•,!, • ;, I • t,• ,.,·•• 

rocord room."··: 1: • ·:: ·.; : • ••. ,. • · ,. ,' ., \ ; •. 
' -. ,, 

• '' I ; ,.: ::,,· .-(. '.' , ; • ,-. ! .'.: • r' ·.• 

.' • • i •.' 
11 1 ! ~ ; !:.' :: " •f " 1 ~• ' 

0 

I • \ 

• I I ~ .. i I ~ i:. •. • I ·, 'I • t' : ••• ': ': • 
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we/cl 
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NYC Buildings Department 
280 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 
 
Robert D. LiMandri, Commissioner 
 

Buildings Bulletin 2009-025  Page 1 of 1 
safety • service • integrity 

 

 
 

BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2009-025 
Operational 

  
Supersedes: None 
  
Issuer: 
 

Fatma M. Amer, P.E. 
First Deputy Commissioner 

  
Issuance Date: December 1, 2009 
  
Purpose: This document clarifies the requirement for a new or amended Certification of Occupancy for 

alterations to a small, existing establishment 
          
Related 
Code/Zoning 
Section(s): 

AC 
AC 

 

28-118.3.1 
28-118.3.2  
 

AC 
BC 
BC 

28-101.4.3 
302.1 
303.1 Exception 2 

    

  
Subject(s): Alterations, business and mercantile establishments; certificate of occupancy, business and 

mercantile establishments 
  
 
The Department shall interpret sections 28-118.3.1 and 28-118.3.2 of the Administrative Code to allow an alteration 
from a small, existing individual mercantile establishment (Group M or equivalent occupancy as classified in the 
1968 Code or prior codes)  to a business establishment (Group B1 or equivalent occupancy as classified in the 
1968 Code or prior codes), or from a small, existing individual business establishment to a mercantile 
establishment without invoking the requirement for a new or amended Certificate of Occupancy, provided all of the 
following conditions exist:  

 
1. Such alteration is limited to a change within the same Zoning Use Group (e.g. UG 6A to 6A, 6A to 

6B); 
2. The maximum occupant load for the individual establishment, both as existing and proposed, does not 

exceed 74 persons based on occupant load calculations in accordance with Table 6-2 of the 1968 Building 
Code or BC Table 1004.4.2 of the 2008 Building Code, as applicable; 

3. The establishment is located on the ground floor, accessed by the public directly from the exterior of the 
building;  

4. The portion of the establishment which is being altered complies or is made to comply with any other 
requirements that would be applicable to the alteration, including but not limited to accessibility 
requirements (e.g. entrance, toilet room etc.), and fire protection requirements of 28-101.4.3 (Item 2); and 

5. Such alteration does not require a change in the required exits.  Relocation of exit doors of the same size 
or larger shall not constitute a change in the required exits. 

6. Such alteration does not require a change in the live load from the stated live load on the existing 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

                                                           
1 In accordance with section BC 303.1, Exception 1, a nonaccessory tenant space used for assembly purposes by fewer than 75 persons may 
be considered a Group B occupancy.   

Buildings
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NYC Buildings Department 
280 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 
 
Melanie E. La Rocca, Commissioner      
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Buildings Bulletin 2019-006 
page 1 of 1 

   

BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2019-006 
Technical 

  
Supersedes: None 

  
Issuer: 

 
Gus Sirakis, P.E. 
First Deputy Commissioner 

  
Issuance Date: September 25, 2019 

  
Purpose: This document prohibits the use of stand-off brackets attached to a cornice hook (c-hook). 

          
Related 

Code/Zoning 
Section(s): 

AC 28-113.1        
         
         

  
Subject(s): Stand-off bracket; standoff bracket; stand off bracket; suspended scaffold; C-hook; cornice hook; 

parapet; suspended scaffold 
  
 
I. Scope 

A stand-off bracket is a rigid member that 
extends an assembly. This bulletin applies to the 
installation or use of a stand-off bracket attached 
to a cornice hook (C-hook) in order to provide a 
suspended scaffold additional outreach from the 
face of a parapet or wall.  See Figure 1. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Background 

The Department has identified the use of a stand-off bracket as a contributing factor in recent suspended 
scaffolding incidents. 

 
 
III. Prohibition 

In accordance with §28-113.1, until such time as the Department is able to further study the utilization of  
stand-off brackets and promulgate regulations to ensure their safe installation and use, the installation or use 
of a stand-off bracket attached to a cornice hook (C-hook) to provide a suspended scaffold additional outreach 
from the face of a parapet or wall is hereby prohibited. 

 
Figure 1: C-hook with stand-off bracket 
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NYC Buildings Department 
280 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 
 
Robert D. LiMandri, Acting Commissioner 

 

Buildings Bulletin 2008-001 
1 of 1 

safety • service • integrity 
 

 

 

 

BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2008-001 
Code Interpretation 

 
Supersedes: 

 
None      

 
Issuer: 

 

 
Fatma M. Amer, PE. 
Deputy Commissioner and Chief Code Engineer 

 
Issuance Date: 

 
June 26, 2008 

 
Purpose: 

 
This document is to clarify that accessory spaces used for assembly purposes with occupant 
loads of less than 75 are not subject to the 10% per story limits and are treated as the main 
occupancy for code purposes. 

 
Related Code 

Section(s): 

 
BC

 
303.1 

  
BC

 
508.3.1

         

 
Subject(s): 

 
Assembly, accessory assembly occupancies 
Occupancy classification,  accessory assembly occupancies 
 

 
 

The provisions of Section BC 303.1, Exception 1, provides that: 
 

“A room or space used for assembly purposes by fewer than 75 persons and accessory to another 
occupancy shall be included as part of that occupancy.” 

 
Therefore, such rooms or spaces shall not be classified as Group A, but are instead classified as the occupancy 
group of the main occupancy.  Accordingly, the provisions of Section 508.3, Mixed Occupancies, are inapplicable, 
because the occupancy group for the assembly uses and the non-assembly uses are the same.  
 
EXAMPLE:  An apartment building includes the following two common use spaces: an indoor swimming pool 
occupying substantially all of the 10

th
 story, and a recreational roof garden on the roof above the swimming pool.  In 

this case, both the swimming pool and the roof garden are for the use of the residential building tenants – and are 
therefore subsidiary and accessory to the R-2 occupancy.  If the occupant load of the accessory indoor swimming 
pool is less than 75, then the pool is not classified as A-3 but rather R-2.  Similarly, if the occupant load of the roof 
garden is less than 75, the roof garden is classified as R-2 and not A-3.   The effect of their designations as R-2 
occupancies is that they are not treated as “Mixed Occupancies” per Section BC 508.3, meaning that they are not 
subjected to the 10% per story limitation of Section 508.3.1 and are not subject to Group A code requirements.  
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NYC Buildings Department 
280 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 
 
 
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner 

Buildings Bulletin 2015-002  Page 1 of 2 
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BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2015-002 
Technical 

  
Supersedes: Technical Policy and Procedural Notice 1/07 (TPPN 1/07) 

  
Issuer: 

 
Thomas Fariello, RA 
First Deputy Commissioner 

  
Issuance Date: March 6, 2015 

  
Purpose: This document clarifies section 2702.4 of the 2008 and 2014 New York City Building Code 

with respect to optional standby power systems.  
          

Related 
Code/Zoning 

Sections: 

BC  2702.4, 2702.1 
EC Article 700  
EC Article 701  
EC Article 702  
LL 111/2013 

 
 

  
 

     

  
Subjects: Optional standby system; Emergency power system;  Legally required standby system; Local 

Law 111 of 2013; Emergency lighting, optional standby system; Fire alarm system, optional 
standby system; Elevator, optional standby system; Optional standby system, required loads 

  
 
Effective date: Effective Immediately 
 
Background: Local Law 111 of 2013 re-instated Article 701 of the 2011 New York City Electrical Code (EC) and 
clarified which building electrical loads and functions are covered under EC Articles 700 and 701.  Section BC 
2702.4, as added by Local Law 111, ensures that if a generator is installed for the purpose of handling optional 
standby loads, e.g. a tenant computer room, that such an optional standby power generator must also provide 
back-up power to the required loads for optional standby power systems as listed in section BC 2702.4, i.e. 
emergency lighting, fire alarm systems, and elevators, thereby maintaining the safety of those occupants who may 
remain in the building during a power outage.  The requirement for connecting emergency and standby power 
loads, as specified in section BC 2702.4, to the optional standby power system applies to new buildings and to 
existing buildings as set forth in this bulletin. 
   
Specifics: 
 
(A) Emergency Systems, Legally Required Standby Systems and Optional Standby Systems are defined under 
Articles 700, 701 and 702 of the 2011 New York City Electrical Code. 
 
(B) Where an optional standby system is installed in a new building or an existing building, it is required to supply 
any of the required loads listed under section BC 2702.4. Such loads shall be connected in accordance with 
Articles 700 and 701 of the 2011 New York City Electrical Code and shall include the following, as applicable, 
unless such loads are already supplied by a functioning emergency power system or legally required standby 
system: 
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(a) Emergency Lighting; 
(b) Fire alarm systems; and 
(c) Elevators as follows: 

(i) For Group R-2 occupancies in buildings greater than 125 feet (38 100 mm) in height, at least 
one elevator serving all floors, or one elevator per bank where different banks serve different 
portions of the building; or 
(ii) For all other buildings having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the 
lowest level of fire department vehicle access, at least one elevator that serves all floors. 

 
For Group R-2 occupancies in buildings 125 feet or less in height, or other buildings having occupied floors not over 
75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, the added optional standby system need not 
supply power to the elevators. 
     
(C) Where a functioning emergency power system or legally required standby system is in place, and these 
system(s) provide power to all code required emergency or legally required standby loads, any added optional 
standby system need not also supply the emergency or legally required standby loads. 
 
(D) Where an optional standby power system is required to supply emergency or legally required standby loads, 
such power system shall comply with section BC 2702.1 and all of its subsections, to include but not be limited to, 
UL 2200 listing and NFPA 110. 
 
(E) Where an optional standby power system is required to supply emergency or legally required standby loads, 
such power system shall be subject to special inspection in accordance with section  BC 1704.13 of the 2008 Code, 
section BC 1704.31 of the 2014 Code and 1 RCNY 101-06. 
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