THE CITY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: May 29, 1978
TO: Borough Superintendents

FROM: Acting Director of Operations, Philip E. Olin, P.E.
SUBJECT: UNSAFE BUILDING ORDERS - Sections C26-80.0 to C26-84.0

Administrative Code

The following prccedures shall be observed in processing and
examination of requests relating to unsafe building orders:

A.

1.

PROCESSING:

When an unsafe building order is filed, notice
shall be sent by mail to the owner. Where the
buildings are multiple dwellings, the owner
registration files shall be uwsed to determine

the names and addresses of owners. Also, the
Real Estate Guide shall he consulted for each
building. Notices shall be sent to the owners’
so determined. Where different owners are listed
in the above sources, notice shall be sent to
each person.

Upon issuance of an unsafe building order, a title
search shall be requested from "Operations." Such °*
requests shall be routed through the Executive Chief
Inspector. . \

Where possible, the Law Department is to be given at
least ten days notice of the date when a case will be
presented in court for precept. Personal service shall
be made on the persons determined by the title search.
Where more than one person is listed, a process server
shall visit the address as determined by the title
search. Where personal service cannot be made, service
shall be made by mailing and posting in accordance with
Section 643a-3.0 of the Administrative Code. Notice of
issuance of a precept shall be sent to the Director of
Demolition (H.P.D.) five days after issuance, so that
demolition may be arranged.

After a precept has been obtained, the building is to
be demolished unless the owner proceeds immediately to
make the building safe, in accordance with the unsafe
building order. In such case the unsafe building order
shall not be dismissed until approval of the dismissal
is obtained from -:¢ Director of Demolition (H.P.D.)
and from the Law Department. '
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c.

SEALING:

1.

Vacant, unguarded buildings may be considered -ecure
against unauthorized entry only if there is comzliance
with the Department of Buildings Rules Relating to
Sealing Exterior Openings of Vacant Unguarded Buildings
(See Attachment #1).

When there is compliance with an unsafe building order’
prior to issuance of a precept, because the openings
have been properly sealed in conformance with the rules,
and the order requires no other work to be done, it
shall be dismissed after inspection and report of
compliance.

STAYS:
1. Except as provided in paragraph 2, when a stay of

prosecution of an unsafe building order is requested
before a precept has been issued, no stay shall be
granted. The applicant for the stay shall be advised
that compliance with the order will be required and that
upon compliance, the unsafe building order will be dis-
missed. No permit to alter a building, where an unsafe
building order is pending, shall be issued unless there
is compliance with paragraph 2.

Regardless of the status of an unsafe building case,
unless the building is sealed in conformance with
Building Department rules, or is made structurally safe
where so required by order, a stay of the unsafe buildinc
order shall not be granted, except in accordance with the«
following circumstances and procedures:

Privately Owned Prior to Precépt

Where an applicant provides proof to the satisfaction

of the Borough Superintendent that he is ready to start
rehabilitation immediately. Normally the proof would
consist of architectural/engineering plans filed with an
application, a work permit ready to be issued (required
insurance in force), a notarized "waiver to seal"
affidavit and payment of outstanding fees.

Privately owned Buildings with Precepts, or Government
Owned Buildings

Requests for abatement of the order or the precept shall
be referred to the Demolition Division of the Department
of Housing Preservation and Development for decision.

A referral shall not be made unless there is compliance
with the requirements of paragraph C-2(a). Refer to
Sample "Stay" of Demolition Requests (Attachment #2).

4
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100 Gold Street
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U.B. No. ’ [-7'7 Precept Date _ 7-17-17 ~
* Demolition Card Frowarded On 9-2-17

Application No. Alt. or B.N. A4/ s¢9< / 7Z

Dear Sir:

ieftion has been filed at this office for work to be done at the above
ises. It is requested that you withhold ft.rt.her action on this demo-

tion for a period of 92 __ days. -\_ A

You will be notified upon completion of this work within the stated time.

Thank you for your cobperation in this matter.

: I
(". . \ l‘ AN s »
" H. Irv,m,,\ol@nan -
lorough™Superintendent

Department of Buildings
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FRIDAY, OCTOBFR 1Y, 1973

THE CITY RECORD

Ruies and Reguiztions Relating 10 *he Sealing and Srotection

i Vacant ané unguarded Burldings.
LUoTrees 1l O THO NEW YCORK CITY CHARTER AND
LT e as Lorrmusoner of Pantiings by Section 1804 of
: C3rry 0wt the provisons of the Adsunotrative Code of The
City of New Vork and witn the anareval of the Admminnirator of the Hou~ing and Develop-
ment Ndmatraen, e tollowinge ruies and reRulanhons reiating to the seahng al_ld ro-
tection ot vacan: and ungaasded Luiidiage are hereby premuigated and are published in their
entircty to-suporaede the sirrant —ales
RULES AND PROCIDURTS RELATING TO THE SEALING AND PROTEC-

TION QF VA NTAND UNGUARDED BLUILDINGS

Whete hatldings are vacars, unguerded, open to urauthorired entry and are required
10 be sealed by the provicans of an unsite buiiding arder, they «hall Be sealed and protected
iu the {oiipwing manner |

PURSTUAN

by vittue

A Buiidings with extenier walis canatructed of brick or other masonry :

1. Al exircror npemegs including door openings. 1 the celiar, n the story at
street leve!, i 'ie serond story abovs sireet jevel, on the course of a fire escape, or
which are less than 12 feet measured honizontally from an opening in an adjoining
building, shali be sealed with concrete black, One door opening, readily visible from
the street, 1may, ot the discretion of the owner, be seaied with a door. The door shall
be of solid woud covered with 26 gauke metal or constructed of 1-inch by 6-inch
tongue and gronve boards with cross and diagonal battens of I-inch boards and cov-
ered on tire outside with 26 U. S. gauvase galvanized steel with edming turned over
and nailed with flat bead gaivanized nails. The door shill be hung in such a manner
that ro screws arc cxposed on the outside of the deor on cither the hinges or the
hasps Hinges shall ner have remavabie hinge pins. Two hasps and locks shall be
provided, lacated <o as ta divide the height of the door in cqual sections.

2. Concrete hicck shail conforin to the provisious of Reference Standard RS-10
of the Administrative Coede.

3 Al door and window frames shall be removed befare concrete blacks are
installed. Rrickwork which new concrete blocks will abut, shall be cleaned and thor-
oughly wetted hefore blacks are installed.

4. Door and windows, not exceeding 6 feet in width, <hall be scaled with con-
crete block at least 4 inches in thickness Openings exceeding 6 feet in width shall
be sealed with canereie blocks at teast & inches in thickness,

3. Concicte hlocks <hall be laid in masonry cement mortar with a mix of not
moare than three parts of sand for each past of masonry cement by volume. Joints ir.
masonsy shall be broken. Masonry cement shall couform to the provisions of Refer-

ence Standard RS-10. Joints on the exterior faces shall he struck and <hall he pro-
vided with 2 smnoth finish,

6. QOpeniings in maconry walls, which are not required to he enclosed with con-
erete block in aceordance with paragraph Al <hall be sealed with hoards covered
by shect metal in the manner specified in subdivicion D of these ruies,

B. Buildings with exterior walls constructed of material other than masonry ;

1. All cxtericr gpenmgs in walls of huildings which do not have walls con-
structed of miacanry, shall be scaled with boards covered hy sheet metal in the manner
specified in subdividion D of theee rules

C. Opcningsin roofs shall be sealed ac follows: \

1. Roof hulkheads, skylights, ventilating equipment and:similar structures shall
be complerely removed, except that roof butkheads and dumbwaiter <haft« of masonry
construction cxtending above roof level need not he removed if all apenings in such
structurcs are «caled with concrete blarks in a manner preseribeed above. Openings
remaining a {ter removal of <uch structures shall he scaled with 1-inch tongue and
groove boar ds, hot Jese than 6 inches in nominal width, laid on J-inch by 6.inch joists,
not more th an 16 inches an center. Jaists chall be sccured to the roof timhers framed
about the op enings ir a <ound and sccure manner, Boards shall he covered with root-
ing to provicle a watertight durable cover.

D. Scaliiig of openings by hoards covered with shecet noctal, where nermitted under
paragraph A6 in masonry wallv and under paragraph Bl in walls of material other
than masonry, shall be dane in the follow ine manner :

1. Reards shall he 1.inch by 6-inch cut to a length to fit the heizlit and vidth of
the wall apeiving, with crocs and dizeonal hattens ofel-inch hmards, an the inside,
or shall he ex terinr grade plywoad, at Jeast $§ inches in thickness, cut to fit the wall
apening on the inner <ide of the window frume. .

2. Outside ar exposed surfaces of the boards or plywood shall he covered with
No. 26 U. S. gauge galvanized stecl, with edging turred over and nailed with flat
head galvanized nails.

3. Bearcde shall he nailed to the cides, tap and bottom of the window frame with
16-penny. 3V.-inch nails, where the window frame is in znod, firm condition. Where
the window frame 15 loose or defective, the boards shall be securely fastened to the
hrick wall

E  Utlities and Scrvice Lines, All gas, clectric, water, steam and other service
lines to the huilding cxcepy sewer iiaes shall he disconnected and certifications to that
cffcet by the respective utility eompanies or City agencies having jurisdiction shall be
filed with the cepartment.

F. Prior to the completion of requizei sealing of extevior openings as detailed
purspant te Paragraphs A, B. C and D. .7 .ve, all combnstible debris, rubbish, aban-
doned furniture or materiale capable of sujporting combustinn shall he removed from
the premises.

I do hereby certify tha: gond cause exists for waiving the requirement that thirty days
shall first cliunse after pubiicat:on in Tis Ciiv Krcorp and that the foregning Rules and
Regulations relatizzg to the sca’ing and protecnion of vacant and unguarded huildings shall
becom= effective an the dase of publication in T <1ty Recorn.

Dated: New York. N. Y., Octodber 16, 1973,

THIZODORE KARAGHEUZ2(CF, P.F, Cam~uitinrer af Ryildince

DTTacarees

g
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Dear Sir:

ieGlion has been filed at this office for wurk to be done at the above

ses. It is requested that you withhold f\.rt.her action on this demo-
tion for a period of 9o days.

You will be notified upon completion of this work within the stated time.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

:‘L’(\. Nea

" He Irving\Signan
orough™Superintendent
Department of Buildings
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