The City of New York
HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINIGSTRATION
Department of Bu:iidinjgs

DIRECTIVE NO. 15 OF i371)

-

To: Borough Superintendents Date: September 22, 1971

From:

Thomas V. Burke,

Director of Operations Subject: Soil In:pections -
Sections Ce6-106.3, C20-12
C26-1103.2 and (C26-1112.¢%
Administrative Code.

.5,

This dairective shall apply to all applications for con-
struction of footings and foundaticns filed under the
new Building Code (except where noted).

Section C26-1112.5 of the Administrative Code reauires
that soil materijial directly underlying footings,
foundation piers, and foundation walls may be subject
to controlled inspection and shall be inspected by an
architect or engineer after excavation and immediately
prior to construction of the footings. The section
provides further that notification must be received by
the Department of Buildings at least two working days
prior to construction of the footing, pier or foundation
walls, that the subgrade 1is r=ady for inspection unless
the requirements of section C26-120.5 have been met.

Section C26-120.5 of the Administrative Code authorizes
the Commissioner to permit work to proceed without any
verifying inspection by the department, provided saigned
statements by architects or engineers and supporting
inspection reports, as provided in section C26-106.3,
have been filed with the department, and provided that
the names and business addresses of such architects cr
engineers have been set forth in the work permit ap-
plication or have been filed in writing with the de-
‘partment not later than 10 calendar days prior to the

‘commencement of work thereunder.

Based on the above sections of law, construction of
footings, piers, or foundation walls resting on satis-
factory bearing materials. as prescribed in section
C26-1103.2 of the Administretive Code, may proceed
without any verifying inspection by this department,
provaided:

a. Soil investigation reports (bcrings or test pits)

filed under the application indicate undisturbed
satisfactory bearing materials, as stipulated in

section C26-llQ3.2 Administrative Code.
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b. Amendment Form l0F, designatirg the architect or
engyineer responsible for controlled inspection of
the so1l, 1s filed with the devartment not .later .
than 10 days prior to the commencement of con-
"struction of the foorings.

¢. The architect or engineer so designated shall

personally inspect the soll prior to construction
of the footings, and he shall immediately prepare

a report certifying tnat the sori conditicns con-
form to those assumed for purposes of design and
described on approved pians where the soil is found
to pe of such nature. One copy uf the report shall
be kept on the job site, and one copy shali be filed
in the borough otffice on the same day that the in-
spection 1s made. The report shall bear the seal
and signature of the architect or engineer who made

the 1nspection.

If such inspection by the architect or engineer dis-
closes that the soi1l conditions do not conform to those
assumed for pucposes of design and described on the
plans, or are unsatisfactory due ts disturbance, he’
shall immediately prepare a report so stating. A copy

or such report and a copy of a report describing remedial
measures must be filed, together with amended plans by
the applicant of record, setting torth the necessary -
changes 1n design oi the footings. Construction of the ‘
footings cannot proceed in this instance until the
amended plans (which are to be expedited; are approved.
Where the report does not cover the footinags for the
entire premises, then the report of the soil underlyang
the specific footings shall be given with sutficient
information to identify the area inspected.

When on routine inspection of the premises, the inspector
tinds that footings are about to be placed, and there has
not peen compliance with items a, b and c orf para-

graph .four noted above (except insofar as 1ling the
repoct with the depariment), he shall either reguire
complrance, or, a.ternately, inspect the soil in accord-
ance with past procedures.

When on routine inspection of the premises, the inspector
finds that footings have been placed on soil that he

has not inspected, and items a, b and ¢ ot para-

graph rour noted dgbove have not peen compiied with, an
ozder 1s to be issued that work on fovotings and tour-
dations shall be stopped and the Borough Superintendent
1s tO require a complete report tu be submitted by the

A
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b. Amendment Form 10r, designating the architect ox
erngineer respensaible for controllzda inspection of
the soit, s filed with the deparctment not later
than 10 days prior to the commencement of con-

"struction of the footings.

c. The architect or engineer so cesignrated shall
personally inspect the soil prior to construction
of the footings, and he shall immediately prepare
a report cerztifyaing that the soirl conditions con-
form to those assumed Ior purposes of design and
described on approved plans where the soil 1s found
to be of such nature. One copy of the report shall
be kept on the job site, and one copy shall be filed
1n the borough oifice on the same day that the in-
spection is made. The report shall bezar the seal
and signature of the architect or engineer who made
the inspection.

If such inspection by the architect or engineer dis-
closes that the soil conditions do not conform to those
assumed for purposes of design ard descraibed on the
plans, or are unsatisfactory due to disturbence, he
shall i1mmediately prenare a report so stating. A copy
of such report and a copy of a report describing remedial
measures must be filed, together with amended plans by
the applicant of record, setting forth the necessary
changes i1n design of the footings. Construction of the
footings cannot proceed in this ainstance until the
amended plans (which are to be expedited) are approved.
Where the repcrt does not cover the footings for the
entire premises, then the report of the soil  underlying
the specific footings shall be given with sufficient
information to identify the area inspected.

When on routine inspection of the premises, the inspector
finds that footings are about to be placed, and there has
not been compliance with items a, b and c of para-

graph four noted above (except insofiar as filing the
report with the department), he shall eitler require
compliance, or, alternately, inspect the soil in accord-

.ance with past procedures.

When on routinc inspection of the premises, the inspector
finds that footings have been placed on sc:1l that he

has not inspected, and :tems a, b and ¢ of para-

graph four noted above have not been complied with, an
order 1s to be issued that work on focotings and foun-
dations shall be stopped and the Borough Siuperintendent
is to require a complete report to be submitted by the
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contractor or apptiicant, and is to take such action
as the circumstances warrant. : ‘

8. A memorandum dated August 15, 1966, regarding soil in-
spection procedure for one and two-family dwellings,
without prior submission of test pits, is to continue
in effect as an alternate procedure to this directive,
provided there is compliance with section C26-1101.3
of the new Building Code during excavation.

ﬂfmm zﬁg@/ﬂé )
Thomas V. Burke

TVB/d£f . Director of Operations

CC: Exec. Staff
Industry
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