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'THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

HOUSING A~D DEVELOPMENT ADMINJSTRATIDN 
0EP4RTMENT OJI 8UIL.DINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: January 19, 1972 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

FROM: thomas V. Burke,P.E., Director of Opera~ions 

SUI.IECT, APPROVA:. OF APPLICATIO:~s AND PLAtS C26-l08. 7 Administrative Code 
APPROVAL OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS C26-ll8.l Administrative Code 

.. BACKGROUND: . 

Local Law No.51/1971 to amend the New Building Code 1n relation to 
.approval or permit applications by the Depariiment o! .Buil~ngs was 
recently ena~ted. . · · 

Sections c26-10S.7 and c26-118.l or the New Building Code now re
quires the Department ot Buildings to approve or Nject·plans and 
applications no later than lt2 calendar days ai'ter they are submitted 
except that on or before the 40th day, the Commissioner., upon notil'i
ca tion to the applicant, may extend the time for the adclitiona.l ~ da) 

THE PROBLEM: 
Recent weekly reports o! Plan Examination activities have shown a 
backlog of ae much as 52 calendar days from the elate of tiling to thr· 
date of "lat action" by a plan examiner. An interval of. 3 weeks (21 
calenclar days) from the date of tiling to receipt by a pla~ examiner 
is not uncommon. W'nile measures are being taken to._reduce the/ "backlc 
the Department is confronted with the provisions of Local Law 1971 wi't 
its 1140 days" proVision. - · 

REQUIRED ACTION: 
\'/hen the 35th calendar day has been reached on any application ,-:here 
wri~ten notice or approval or rejection has not been sent to the nppl: 
ant, the Borough Superintendent shall so notify the-Director of Opera• 
·tions by telephone. A review will be made at that time to determine 
whether good cause exists to ex1;enci the time of plan examination for 
an additional &Q_ days. • 
If it has been determined that the application can.not be approved or 
disapproved within~ days and there is good cause to extend the time 
plan examination for an additional 20 days, the applicant shall be so 
notified, in writing, that same day7'9 The notification shall be made 
the Borough Superintendent directly to the applicant with a copy or 
such notification to the Director or Operations. · 

Please review weekly reports .or plan examination backlog With the 
.:r-"40 day" p:rov:l.aiona 0£. :Local. law S"Jjl.971 in lllind. . . G ~
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