
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

HOUSING Af~D DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

Diir2C'i'IV:: KO. 3/1973 
DEPARTMF.NTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: r'e bru3.ry '), 1q'/') 

FROM: 'I'h:)I'~c:.:.s ·,;. 3,1r1-..-:, J'.'F:., Dircct0:r of Operations 

SUBJECT: Si::i.ewalk Vaults; Section C26-408. 2 

All plar.s for sidewalk vault construction shall 
have the f ollo"l-:in.g notation the·reon: 

"A vau.lt license is required to be obtained 
from the Commissioner of Highways prior to 
commen~eme~~ of construction of the sidewalk 
vaults". 

Gcncr~lJy, ~ipp~ovaJ of plans and issuance of permits 
shall not be w~thl!eld from applications and plans ~dicating 
vaults co:..for=iing with Section C26-408.2 (c), provided the 
above-mentioned note is shown on the plans. · 

However, applicants should be advised that Highways 
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:fore they ·will issue a license for vaults within seven ~eet 
of the curb line. 

Further, the fransit A.uthority has requested the coop
eration of this department in dealing with possible conflicts 
between proposed sidewalk vau.lts and proposed subway routes. 
Accordingly, have a subscript (noted "VLT") noted on docket 
entries of building notices involving vaults, and forward copies 
of all building nctice dockets to the Transit Authority in the 
~ame manner as new building dockets are now being sent. 

When notification is received from the Transit Authority 
that a proposed vault may interfere with proposed subway routes, 
a Highways Department license will be required prior to approval 
of any plans indicati..-rig proposed vault construction, regardless 
of the category of applications in which the proposed vault 
construction is indicated. 

Proposed sidewalk vaults along the route of existing 
subways or elevated lines shall be required to be approved by 
the Transit Authority as to their effect on the subway or el
evated structure prior to approval by this department in ac
cordance with present procedures for all construction along sue~ 
existing routes. 
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