
NYC Guide to Locating Cannabis 
Businesses in Compliance with 
the NYC Zoning Resolution

Buildings



WHERE CAN I LOCATE MY CANNABIS BUSINESS?
To loc a te a  new p roposed  business on a  p roperty in New York City, first estab lish wha t Use Group  the 
ac tivity fits within in the NYC Zoning Resolution, then matc h tha t Use Group  to the permitted  zoning 
d istric ts. The loc a tions of the zoning d istric ts where use is permitted  c an be identified  by using NYC?s 
Zoning & Land Use Map (ZoLa).

For examp le, a  Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary (CAURD) c annab is business is c onsidered  Use 
Group  6C.1 Use Group  6C is permitted  in most Commerc ia l zoning d istric ts (C1, C2, C4, C5, C6, C8) 
and  in M1, M2, and  M3 Manufac turing  d istric ts.2 Other c annab is business types, their Use Groups and  
the d istric ts in whic h they a re permitted  a re shown in the tab le:

STATE LICENSE TYPE NYC ZONING 
USE GROUP PERMITTED IN DISTRICTS NOTES

CAURD 6C
C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C8 

M1 M2 M3 

CAURD with 
Tempora ry 
Delivery-Only 
Loc a tion*

7B

C2 C6 C8 
(except C6-1A) 

M1 M2 M3

Limited  to 1500 sf of floor 
a rea  for storage of p roduc ts

16D
C8 

M1 M2 M3
No limita tion in floor a rea

Adult-Use Proc essor

17D M1 M2 M3
Cannot utilize vola tile 
solvent or hyd roc arbon 
extrac tion method

18A

M1 M2 
(if M1 or M2 performance 

standards are met)
M3

Adult-Use Distributor

7C
C2 C6 C8
M1 M2 M3 

Limited  to 1500 sf of floor 
a rea  for ac c essory storage

11B
C5 C6 C8
M1 M2 M3 

Limited  to 2500 sf of floor 
a rea  for ac c essory storage

16D
C8

M1 M2 M3 No limita tion in floor a rea

Adult-Use Cultiva tor

4B

R1 ? R10

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C8 

M1 

Greenhouse; 

Must be eq uipped  with 
odor mitiga tion tec hnology

17C M1 M2 M3

1  See ZR 32-15
2  Pursuant to ZR 12-02, the d istric t designa tions where a  use is permitted  a re loc a ted  below the number

and  title of eac h Use Group  sec tion.Bec ause C1, C2, C4, C5, C6 and  C8 a re d isp layed  under the title for Use Group  6, these a re the d istric ts in whic h Use Group  6 uses a re 
a llowed , sub jec t to a ll other p rovisions of the Zoning Resolution.In the same way, Artic le IV, Chapter 2 should  a lso be c onsulted  to determine whic h Use Groups a re 
permitted  within Manufac turing  Distric ts.

* A Temporary Delivery-Only Location is permitted under a  CAURD license. The NYS Office of Cannabis Management 
provides deta iled information on CAURD Delivery Guidance.
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Using ZoLa , the geog raphic  loc a tions of the Zoning Distric ts where Use Group  6 businesses a re 
permitted  c an be determined . Onc e in ZoLa , under Zoning Distric ts in the legend  on the left, spec ific  
d istric ts c an be selec ted  to d isp lay. 

Expand  the Zoning Distric t c a tegories and  selec t the app lic ab le c ommerc ia l and  manufac turing  
d istric ts. See the examp le:

This document provides location 
guidance for cannabis businesses in 
conformity with the NYC Zoning 
Resolution. Also, the New York State 
Cannabis Law has site requirements for 
distances from schools, houses of 
worship, etc.

ZoLa  c an a lso be used  to searc h for 
a  pa rtic ula r address, or b loc k and  
lot, to lea rn the Zoning Regula tions 
tha t app ly to the partic ula r 
p roperty. When viewing a  p roperty 
on ZoLa , it is a lso possib le to ac c ess 
the offic ia l zoning map tha t app lies 
to the p roperty by using a  link on 
the right-side panel.

NOTE:  if the property is located in a  Special Purpose District, additiona l regula tions 
may apply.  
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CONTACT US
NYC De p a rtm e nt o f Build ing s 
Sm a ll Busine ss Te a m

Q UESTIO NS: 
Sm a ll Busine ss He lp  Fo rm

WEBSITE: 
nyc .g ov / d o b - sb t
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