The City of New York
. HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
Department of Buildings ’

DIRECTIVE NO.4 OF 1973

TO: Borough Superintendents DATE: March 7, 1973
FROM: Thomas V. Burke,P.E., Assistant Commissioner

SUBJECT: FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS and Controls in Certain Office Buildings .
Local Law 5/1973 - Approved by Mayor 1/18/73 '

BACKGROUND :

Local Law 5/1973 to amend the Administrative Code in relation to Fire
Safety Requirements and Controls in Certain Office Buildings was
signed by the Mayor on January 18, 1973.

A direct result of the two serious fatal fires of 1970 in high-rise
office buildings, Local lLaw 5/1973, mandates additional responsibili-
ties to the Building Department, in assuring that the new require-
ments specified in said law are achieved. The purpose of this di-
rective is two fold:

(1) Uniform interpretation of Local Law provisions.

(2) Implementation of provisions of the new law that are effective
immediately or within the next severzl months.

EFFECTIVE DATE:
The effective date of Local law 5/1973 is January 18, 1973.
DEFINITION OF "Existing Office Building 100 ft. or More in Height"

A. Section 3 of Local law 5/1973 defines an EXISTING OFFICE BUILDING,
100 FT. OR MORE IN HEIGHT - as follows:

EXISTING OFFICE BUIILDING, 100 FT. OR MORE IN HEIGHT.- An office
building 100 ft. or more in height or a building classified in
occupancy group E, 100 ft. or more in height.

(1) which on the effective date of this local law is complete
or under comstruction, or

(2) for which plans have been filed before such effective date
and construction commenced within one year after such ef-
fective date, or

{3) for which plans are filed within one-year after such ef-
fective date and construction commenced within two years
after such effective date and further provided that all
the requirements for such existing office buildings are
fully complied with in the course of construetion and be-

~ fore completion. 724
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DEFINITION OF "eXISTING OFFICE ZCITDIN. -0 ™f IN SFIGET  continued
B. The requiremenis of the subiest _:rai oow Lhad - apply aiss to

existing buildings with mixed o AP Len  orcupled 1n part tor
Class E occuvancy under the currern Fosldong Code or for off:ces
under the old code #s hereina_: . Spe e,
Where ®occurancy loald" is spec:<zed - tie foliowing, it shall
mean occupancy (actuzl or occupz:icy znd:iaied on the certificate
of occupancy or other departmen* relorcs, whichever is greater)
by more than 100 persons above or holsw the sireet level or more
than a total of 500 perscrs in tie c.isre cuilaing. Also, where
office is specified it zhall mess Jrvupied for Class E occupancy
under the current Bulliding Cecde o= Tor officez under the olc code.
Further, wWhere the ra2quirsmi Lt o Lle Law are 2pplicable, they
shall apply for all fioors up 4: ars intlading the highest floor

having office ozcupzrncy.

-

i. Where offices with er cfiice TOTLULIETY 102dT are located less
than .J0 ft. above grade, *i: SEDVLLLeAS Telating to buildings
less than 100 ft. in SelIZnT. Ti.ull i lply .

<. Yhuve the cflice portizn of 4 b o . e an "occupency icad®
L these are offices located Lteav: i GO ft. level, the
PrevAnoRE relelang te eifics trilcings JCR £1. or over in
heizht spall apply.

Poo.er: tlere zre o' T1c:s grove .z (00 fr level in a mixed oC~-
tupanss tullaing, ard S0 or Lor 4f 2t sum of the floor area
2% =1i ihe floors np oo the o thie-e levzl of nffice occupancy
Tre weveted vo office wze xni st Linoms rziating to office
Sielr mver TD0 £r e ag_gne rier T w '

UTARD BGLLTET UG Ta30 ARPLITATIONS:
ATTIVLGT WOIE T co GY.as piildings shell be
b Sectaas 07 L ¢YLl in regsrd tO come
vosiion ey ot -7l nesng eltered. Thas
iiding Vomocs v LT €T N Building
L OWDITK T ono -t f heretcince
2 tuildiigs
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SIGNS:
1. No finzi certificate cf occupancy shall be issued after April'18,
1973, for office buildings, 100 ft. or more in height until
stair and elevatcr signs required by sub-article C26-608.0
have been satisfactorily installed.

2. After April 18, 1973, Construction Inspectors, when in the nor-
mal course oi their duties visit an office building 100 ft. or
more in heignt they shall inspect for compliance with stair and
elevator sign requirements and place viclation orders if not in
compiiance.

3 No application shall be required for installation of signs in
~onformance with sub-article (C26-608.0. Existing signs painted
on walls are not acceptable. See Section C26~60§,6. Existing
signs aot in compliance with the requirements of sub-article
408.0 shall not be accepted, except upon writien request ad-
dressed to the Borough Superintendent and only when the Borough
Superintendent finds such existing signs will adequately accom-
plish the intended purpose. He may modify requirements as to
location, as specified in Section C26-608.7.

DOORS_TO STAIRS:

Exit doors opening on stair enclosures shall not be locked from
either side, with only those exceptions permitted that are speci-
fied in sub-paragraph b of paragraph (1) of subdivision j of
section C26-60L.4. Doors that are locked to prevent access to a
stair at street floors shall be provided with panic bolts on the
stair side of the door. .

Thomas V. Burke, P.E.

TVB/PEQ/sl Assistant Commissioner
ATTACHMENT - Local Law 5/1973

(Man. 150, Bklyn. 50, Queens 70,

Bronx 50, Richmond 30!
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