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DISCLAIMER

The information in this document is only a summary and overview and is not intended

to substitute for the full text and meaning of any law, rule or regulation. The City

disclaims any liability for errors that may be contained in this document and shall not

be responsible for any damages, consequential or actual, arising out of or in

connection with the use of this document and/or the information contained herein. The

City reserves the right to take action at variance with this document. This document

shall not be construed to create a substantive or procedural right or benefit

enforceable by any person. The information contained in this document is current only

as of the publication date of this document.

© 2022 New York City Department of Buildings
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This presentation will provide highlights of the upcoming 2022 NYC Building Code 

revisions related to Chapter 33 - Safeguards During Construction or Demolition. 

Specific sections of Chapter 33 will be discussed including: 

▪ Soil and Foundation Work (BC 3304)

▪ Demolition (BC 3306) 

▪ Sidewalk Sheds/ Protection of Pedestrians (BC 3307) 

▪ Scaffolding (BC 3314)

▪ Site Safety (BC 3301, BC 3310).

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION



build safe live safe |

2022 NYC CONSTRUCTION CODES

▪ The NYC Construction Codes were amended by Local Law 126 of 2021. 

▪ The 2022 Construction Codes are effective November 7, 2022

▪ Local Law 149 of 2021 made significant changes to the Construction 
Superintendents (CS) designation.

▪ Some changes of Local Law 149 go into effect before the 2022 Codes, other 
changes will go into effect at the same time as the 2022 Codes.
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BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-007 2014 & 
2022 CONSTRUCTION CODE APPLICABILITY

▪ Chapter 33 applicability, where a SSP is required to 
be filed (NB, Alt, DM applications) with DOB the plan 
must be approved prior to 11/7/2022. 

▪ Chapter 33 applicability, where a SSP is not required 
to be filed (NB, Alt, DM applications) underlying 
applications must be submitted for approval prior to 
11/7/2022.

▪ Temporary construction installations (sidewalk sheds, 
scaffolds, etc.), cranes, derricks, and mast climber 
applications must be submitted for approval prior to 
11/7/2022.
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BC 3301 & BC 3310: GENERAL SITE 
SAFETY & MAJOR BUILDINGS
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BC 3301.3 & BC 3301.13.3: CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENT DESIGNATION AND 
EXCEPTION
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BC 3301.3 & BC 3301.13.3: CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENT DESIGNATION AND 
EXCEPTION

Summary

1. Exemption for 1, 2, 3 family projects expanded from new building (NB) to all
work provided the permit holder is registered as a General Contractor (GC).

• If the permit holder has any other status, a CS would have to be designated 
if the work is subject to BC 3301.13.3.

Effective for 1, 2, 3 family projects whose application for construction 
document approval submitted is on or after November 7, 2022.

1-2-3 Family 2014 Code projects subject to the provisions of BC 3301.13.3
must maintain CS until signed off or released – regardless of 
November 7, 2022, effective date.
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BC 3301.3 & BC 3301.13.3: CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENT DESIGNATION AND 
EXCEPTION

Summary (continued)

2. Exemption for major buildings removed from the 2022 Code.

EFFECTIVE for major building projects subject to the provisions of BC 
3301.13.3 (i.e., NBs, enlargements, etc.), whose site safety plan is approved 
on or after November 7, 2022.

Major building projects subject to the provisions of the 2022 code BC 
3301.13.3 must designate a Construction Superintendent in addition to 
designating a Site Safety Manager/Coordinator.
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BC 3301.13.6 LIMITATIONS ON THE DESIGNATION 
OF PRIMARY OR ALTERNATE CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENT

EXCEPTIONS:

1. If one of the jobs for which the construction superintendent is designated 
as a primary construction superintendent is on a building that meets the 
definition of a major building, the individual may only be designated as the 
primary construction superintendent for that job and may not serve as the 
primary construction superintendent for any other job.

2. Notwithstanding Exception 1, beginning June 1, 2022, no individual may be 
designated as the primary construction superintendent for more than five jobs.

3. Notwithstanding exception 1, beginning January 1, 2024, or a later date 
established by the department, provided that such date is not later than January 
1, 2025, no individual may be designated as the primary construction 
superintendent for more than three jobs.

4. Notwithstanding exception 1, beginning January 1, 2026, or a later date 
established by the department, provided that such date is not later than January 
1, 2027, no individual may be designated as the primary construction 
superintendent for more than one job.
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BC 3301.13.12 COMPETENT PERSON

Summary

The Competent Person allowance will end on 
January 1, 2026. (or later as established by the 
Department, but no later than January 1, 2027).

When the Competent Person allowance ends, a CS 
will only be allowed to be designated to one site (this 
will be the case for both major and non-major 
buildings).

When the Competent Person allowance ends, the 
CS must be at the site full-time while work is 
occurring. If the CS leaves while work is ongoing, 
another CS will have to sign in and serve in his/her 
place as per BC 3301.13.5.
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BC 3301.13.7 DUTIES OF CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENTS
No major changes regarding the duties of a Construction Superintendent.
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BC 3301.13.8 INSPECTION BY THE 
CONSTRUCTION SUPERINTENDENT

NOTE: the major building 
exception does not relieve the 
CS of their duties. It only notes 
the CS does not personally have 
to perform the inspections. 
They still need to verify that the 
site is safe and compliant, etc. 
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1 RCNY 104-08 & 1 RCNY 3301-02 AMENDMENT

In order to register qualified individuals as a construction superintendent, the department is 
creating a temporary window:

1.  Removes the prohibition on a Site Safety Manager (SSM) or Site Safety Coordinator (SSC) also 
holding a Construction Superintendent (CS) Registration. Only one license is allowed to be used
at a time. 

2.  Allows SSM, SSC, PEs, RAs, Certified Safety Professional (CSP) and Construction Health and 
Safety Technician (CHST) to automatically register as a CS provided minimum qualifications are 
met. Valid SST Supervisor Card, 10 or 30 hour OSHA card, and 40 hour site safety course (and 
obtain a SST supervisor card by the time they serve as a construction superintendent).

3.  Effective August 15th, 2022. 2022 Code provisions effective November 7th, 2022. The window will 
be open only from August 15th to November 6th.

4.  Separately, individuals can (and will continue) to register as a construction superintendent based 
upon having obtained prerequisite construction supervision experience. See the DOB licensing 
website for further info.
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SITE SAFETY OVERSIGHT: 2022 CODE 
CHANGES

Duties of the Construction Superintendent (CS), Site Safety Manager 
(SSM) or Site Safety Coordinator (SSC) at Major Buildings

▪ The 2022 Code has revised the inspection, reporting, logging, and other 
duties of the CS and SSM/SSC.

▪ The Department has an in-depth presentation regarding these revisions. 
We encourage all to review this presentation: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/presentations/bsls22-
chapter33_code_updates.pdf

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/presentations/bsls22-chapter33_code_updates.pdf
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BC 3304 SOIL & FOUNDATION WORK
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BC 3304.1 SCOPE, BC 3304.1.2 SAFETY OF THE 
PUBLIC & PROPERTY, BC 3304.2 PERMIT

▪ Reference to the applicable 
sections of Chapter 18 Soils 
and Foundations.

▪ General statement to perform 
work to safeguard public and 
property

▪ Permit required

▪ Codifying previous 
requirements in BC 3304
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BC 3304.3.1 NOTIFICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT 
& BC 3304.3.7 CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

▪ Codifying previous Earthwork Notification requirements. 

▪ The 811 ticket number must address all street frontages.
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BC 3304.4.1 SUPPORT OF EXCAVATION 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

▪ Revised and moved from BC 3304.2, 
2014 Code (Support of Excavation 
Drawings).

▪ Modified to include additional 
requirements (i.e., water table, depth 
restriction, etc.)

▪ When an excavation exceeds 20 feet in 
depth the RDP is required to be a PE
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BC 3304.4.1 SUPPORT OF EXCAVATION 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

(continued)

▪ 2.3.1: Modified to include additional 
requirements and options for sloped 
and benched excavations. 

▪ 2.3.2: RDP can determine appropriate 
slope or bench requirements based on 
the site-specific soil type. Not to exceed 
45 degrees. RDP documentation must 
be kept on site

▪ Better in line with OSHA regulations.
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BC 3304.4.1 SUPPORT OF EXCAVATION 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

(continued)

▪ Addition of Table 3304.4.1 for trench support 
(Exception #4).

▪ Table 3304.4.1 provides minimum sizes and 
limitations for trench support not exceeding 10 
feet deep by 15 feet in width
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BC 3304.4.1.1 CONTENT OF SUPPORT OF 
EXCAVATION CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

▪ Addition of minimum content requirements 
for SOE Construction Documents.

▪ 16 specific items indicated.

▪ Documenting and compiling items that were 
previously required into one coordinated list 
to be included in the SOE construction 
documents.

▪ Dewatering included and reference to that 
plan is required including when to begin, end, 
or halt, etc.
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BC 3304.4.1.1 CONTENT OF SUPPORT OF 
EXCAVATION CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

(continued)

▪ Addition of design capacity for temporary loads imposed 
on the SOE system (i.e., surcharge pressures due to 
equipment, material storage, sidewalk sheds, hoists, 
cranes, etc.)

▪ Any temporary loads exceeding the design load capacity 
and locations indicated must be reviewed and approved 
by the designer of the SOE system (i.e., loads imposed).

▪ Specific sequence of excavation including phasing, 
support installation/ removal and relevant depths added.

▪ Reference to the monitoring plan

▪ Inspection requirements as well as inspection intervals to 
be specified and included



build safe live safe |

BC 3304.4.1.2 GEOTECHNICAL ANALYSIS & 
BC 3309.4.3 PRECONSTRUCTION SURVEY

▪ Sections tie together the new requirements of 
Chapter 18.

▪ Evaluation analysis of adjacent buildings as 
required per BC1817.3

▪ Specific requirements are outlined and are to 
be included in the evaluation investigation 
including all existing conditions. 

▪ The SOE drawings are to incorporate all 
conditions and findings that are identified (i.e., 
Geotechnical report, evaluation analysis, 
preconstruction survey, etc.) 
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BC 3304.4.4 GUARDRAIL SYSTEM

▪ New exception option for covers over openings/ holes in lieu of guardrails.

▪ Cover must be designed or have sufficient capacity to support at least twice the intended load 
without failure.

▪ If over vehicular path the cover must account for twice the maximum axle load imposed.

▪ Covers must be secured and clearly labeled.
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BC 3304.10 DEWATERING

▪ Dewatering now refers to the minimum requirements outlined in 

BC 3303.14.5 for a Dewatering Plan. 

▪ This dewatering plan is required where dewatering and the 

drawdown of the water table is to be performed.

▪ The Plan is to include the program to monitor and control the 

water table drawdown as well as monitoring affected structures.
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BC 3306 DEMOLITION
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BC 3306.5.1 REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

▪ The Minimum Content of Demolition Plan 
Submissions is now codified in BC 3306.5.1.

▪ There are 21 minimum requirements to be 
included in the demolition submission by the 
Registered Design Professional. 

▪ Submittal documents shall be signed, sealed 
and approved by the Department before 
demolition work begins.  
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BC 3306.5.1 REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
(continued)

Some of the minimum requirements include:

1. Basic structure including sizes and identification of lateral system. Identify what is to 
be demolished.

2. An assessment statement of the existing structure to be demolished and whether it is 
a weakened structure.

3. Plans, sections, and details of the building to be demolished clearly showing extent 
and sequence or demo work (new requirements were added)

4. Bracing, shoring and other stabilization methods required prior to demo work 
beginning

5. Removal of interior walls coordinated with floor and exterior wall removal and 
capacity. 

6. Demo operations affecting adjoining structures (attached) with party walls/ 
foundations, encroachments across property lines for fencing, barriers and safety 
zones.

7. Pedestrian and unenclosed perimeter and adjoining property protections 

8. Methods of remediating adjoining lot line walls, including weatherproofing, repair, floor 
to wall anchorage, etc.

9. Reference to the monitoring plan when required (BC 3306.12). Monitoring of adjoining 
structures.
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BC 3306.5.4 ASSESSMENT OF STRUCTURE 
TO BE DEMOLISHED
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BC 3306.5.5 ASSESSMENT OF ADJOINING 
STRUCTURES

▪ Adjoining bearing masonry or wood 
framed building, full demo, 50% removal 
or more, one or more floors, etc.

▪ An assessment by an RDP of the 
adjoining structures is required as well.

▪ The assessment shall include at 
minimum a visual inspection of the 
interior and exterior where demo 
operations are to occur. 

Existing Conditions: 

At the time of the inspection, it was observed that the front door of the building was open 
(see image #7). The stoop stair giving access to the building was in state of disrepair, 
with its railing missing and stone steps broken (see images #3 and #6). Exposure 1 wall 
had sings of disrepair, with ornamental brown stone cracked and locally delaminating 
(see images #3 and #5) 

At the interior of the building, it was observed that the building was in state of extreme 
disrepair and full of debris. No access to the rear of the building was possible and only 
the 1st floor front building was inspected. At this area, it was observed that the second-
floor joists were in a state of severe disrepair (see images #9, #11 and #12). There were 
visible holes at the 1st floor flooring by the entrance to the building. (see image #8). The 
interior stair from 1st to 2nd floor was partially collapsed (see image #12). No access to 
other parts of the building was possible. 
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BC 3306.5.6 REVIEW OF PERTINENT 
PLANS & RECORDS

▪ Review of all pertinent plans and records for 
the building to be demolished as well as all 
adjoining buildings.

▪ To be performed by the RDP who prepares 
the submittal documents. 
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BC 3306.5.7 INCORPORATE ALL OTHER 
RELEVANT REPORTS

The demolition documents need to include the information obtained from other relevant reports 
and exploratory work such as:

▪ Geotechnical report

▪ Assessment reports of the existing conditions

▪ Preconstruction survey
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BC 3306.9.15 PARTITIONS

▪ Partitions required for structural stability or 
egress must be identified in the demolition 
drawings.

▪ Partitions identified must be clearly marked in 
the field prior to the start of work.

▪ Partitions must remain until the demolition 
sequence indicates they can be removed. This 
can be verified by a competent person 
designated by the permit holder

EXAMPLES: relieving/stiffening walls at stairs. 
Walls capable of supporting floor loads based 
on sequence of demo operations, etc.
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BC 3306.9.16 TEMPORARY WEATHER 
PROTECTION

▪ Temporary weather protection 
to be installed and maintained 
by the demolition contractor.

▪ BC 3309.9 remains for 
permanent weatherproofing
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BC 3306.12 MONITORING OF ADJOINING 
STRUCTURES DURING DEMOLITION

The adjacent attached bearing masonry or wood framed building 
shall be monitored during demolition operations.

1. Full demolition of a building sharing a party wall and/ or a party 
foundation with an unreinforced masonry/ bearing masonry or 
wood framed structure.

2. Demolition performed in conjunction of an alteration to meet New 
Building requirements (increasing floor area by 110%).

3. Demolition of more than 50 percent of the gross floor area of a 
building over a 12-month period.

4. Demolition that results in the removal of one or more floors during 
the course of work over a 12-month period. 

5. Monitoring plan by or accepted by the RDP that prepared the 
submittal documents.
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BC 3306.13 ADDITIONAL MONITORING 
REQUIRED BY THE COMMISSIONER

1. When a demolition operation 
poses a potential hazard to an 
adjacent building, the building 
under demolition and/ or the 
adjacent buildings may be 
ordered to be monitored.

2. Monitoring shall be 
implemented by an RDP in 
intervals as determined by the 
Department not to exceed 24 
hours. 
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BC 3307 PROTECTION OF 
PEDESTRIANS
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BC 3307.4.7 WORK OR STORAGE ZONES

▪ Hoistways, chutes, hoisting zones, a 
solid not transparent fence or barrier 
shall be installed full height from grade 
to the deck of the shed/protection. 

▪ Special hazard areas, high pile storage, 
hot works, debris locations solid barrier 
from grade to deck or shed/protection. 
Lower 48” solid nontransparent material. 
Above 48” sufficient material to 
safeguard against the hazard and also 
transparent (i.e., fence with wire mesh or 
flame retardant synthetic netting).
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BC 3307.4.7 WORK OR STORAGE ZONES

3. Balance of instances not indicated in #1 or #2 provide fence, barrier, netting 
as per 3.1, 3.2 or 3.3.
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BC 3307.6.2 WHERE REQUIRED (SIDEWALK 
SHED EXCEPTIONS)

▪ The work is confined to the roof of an existing 
building.

▪ A solid roof enclosure/parapet of sufficient strength 
to resist accidental impact is provided with a height 
of at least 42 inches.

▪ The work being performed is to occur below the 
parapet or be setback at least half the height 
horizontally.

▪ No work on the parapet itself and no placement of 
materials.

▪ If all the requirements are met a sidewalk shed is 
not required. 

▪ Exception #6 expands the requirements for not
requiring a sidewalk shed for work confined to an 
existing roof.
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BC 3307.6.2 WHERE REQUIRED (SIDEWALK 
SHED EXCEPTIONS)

▪ New exception allowing for the 
installation of a cantilevered 
platform in lieu of a standard 
sidewalk shed.

▪ The platform must be approved by 
the commissioner and provide 
equivalent or better protection.

▪ The platform must be installed 
below the level of work excluding 
work at the first story.
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BC 3307.6.2 WHERE REQUIRED (SIDEWALK 
SHED EXCEPTIONS)

▪ Exception #9 indicates that public 
walkways, or portions of walkways, that 
require protection as per Item 1 (below 
scaffolding or equipment) do not need 
sidewalk shed protection beyond 5 feet 
from the exterior face of the equipment 
provided there is an exterior building 
enclosure (scaffold or engineered). For 
façade work only (not including 
recladding). 

▪ The enclosure must be a site-specific 
engineered system or a supported 
scaffold with netting and guardrails as per 
BC 3314.8.
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BC 3307.6.4.1 DESIGN REQUIRED

▪ BSA exception removed. 

▪ The design must be performed by an RDP incorporating the 10 minimum 
Code required items identified. 
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BC 3307.6.4.4 VERTICAL MEMBERS

▪ Sidewalk sheds for new Major 
Buildings require a 10-foot 
minimum horizontal spacing of 
vertical elements and an 

▪ 8-foot clear vertical ground to 
lateral bracing open requirement. 
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BC 3307.6.4.4 VERTICAL MEMBERS

▪ The Code addresses mast sections, box towers or similar elements used as 
vertical elements to be considered one vertical member (not to exceed 
24”x24” base).
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BC 3307.6.4.5 DECK

▪ Decking now allows a light-transmitting plastic material as an alternative to 
wood plank. Design loads (300 psf or 150 psf) still apply. 
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BC 3307.6.4.6 PARAPET

▪ No more solid parapet enclosures. Must be 
galvanized wire screen. Parapet braces 
must be metal. 

▪ Exception for full and partial demo work 
and behind the parapet signage/ 
information panel.
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BC 3314 SCAFFOLDS



build safe live safe |

BC 3314.2 PERMIT

▪ Permit and design requirements 
are independent of each other.

▪ New supported scaffold 
exceptions for side/ end 
brackets and aspect ratio.

▪ Items 4.1 through 4.6 must be 
complied with to qualify for no 
permit including Item 4.4 less 
than 40 feet.
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BC 3314.3 DESIGN

▪ Design is independent of the 
permit requirements. A design 
may be required even if a permit 
is not.

▪ EXAMPLES: C-hook suspended 
scaffold; suspended scaffold 
used on active permitted site 
(NB, Alt, DM). Special rigger 
may design the system. No 
equipment permit is required.
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BC 3314.3.3 DRAWINGS

▪ Drawings are required when a design 
is required.

▪ Drawings must be site specific.

▪ Base structure is required to be 
shown, #2.

▪ The effect of wind on netting cross 
reference to the design requirement, 
#5.

▪ Temporary construction systems that 
may interfere or overlap with the 
scaffold are to be shown, #8.



build safe live safe |

BC 3314.3.3 DRAWINGS

▪ References to related job numbers 
including the underlying job 
application, equipment/sidewalk 
shed job numbers, etc., #12

▪ Post-installed anchors are to be 
indicated including type, installation, 
testing and inspection requirements, 
#13

(continued)
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When a design is required, the loads imposed from the 
scaffold onto a temporary or permanent structure must be 
accounted for by the following:

▪ Base structure RDP review of the scaffold design drawings 
stamped, “Reviewed for loads imposed” and indicating 
no structural modifications are required or modifications to 
the structure have been accounted for in the structural 
drawings.

▪ Base structure RDP approval by means of a signed and 
sealed letter again stating the modifications have been 
accounted for or indicating they are not required.

▪ The scaffold RDP can verify compliance when no base 
structure RDP exists by means of indicating the underlying 
structure has been investigated and any structural 
modifications have been incorporated into the scaffold 
drawings or a statement no modification is required.

BC 3314.3.4 LOADS IMPOSED (SUPPORTED 
SCAFFOLDS)
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BC 3314.3.4 LOADS IMPOSED (SUPPORTED 
SCAFFOLDS)

▪ Sample letter from the base structure 
RDP.

▪ RDP notes the loads imposed on the 
underlying structure have been 
reviewed and is sufficient with no 
modification.

▪ Reference to the drawings reviewed 
noted
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BC 3314.4.4 SAFEGUARDS (VARIOUS 
SAFEGUARDS)

▪ Suspended scaffolds now require capacity identification on the motor. Must be 
maintained and legible for the life of the motor.

▪ Shore and lean-to scaffolds are prohibited (consistent with OSHA).

▪ Debris not allowed to accumulate on platforms.
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BC 3314.4.4.12 SAFEGUARDS: POWERLINES

▪ Minimum clearance requirements for 
scaffolds located near powerlines 
have been added.

▪ OSHA CFR 1926.451 (f)(6).
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BC 3314.10.14 SUSPENDED SCAFFOLD 
STAND-OFF BRACKETS

▪ Codifying the previous 
prohibition.

▪ The installation or use of a 
stand-off bracket is 
prohibited.

3314.10.14 Stand-off brackets prohibited. The installation or use of a 
stand-off bracket is prohibited.
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NYC CONSTRUCTION CODES: AVAILABLE 
ON DOB WEBSITE

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/2022-construction-codes.page

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/2022-construction-codes.page
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