
What are solar and  green roof  systems?

Sola r power is a  reliab le, renewab le sourc e of elec tric ity tha t reduc es demand  on New York City's 
elec tric a l g rid  espec ia lly during  periods of peak demand . Sola r panels genera te elec tric ity or c an 
absorb  therma l energy for use. Green roofs have vegeta tion tha t absorbs and  filters ra inwater, and  
reduc es the hea t island  effec t (where urban environments c an be warmer than surround ing a reas).

What are some of  the benef its of  solar and  green roof  systems?

- Sola r panels reduc e elec tric ity c osts and  reduc e loc a l a ir pollution
- Green roofs c ombat the hea t island  effec t and  p rovide hab ita t
- Green roofs slow and  trea t stormwater runoff
- Sola r panels c an a id  in Loc a l Law 97 emissions c omp lianc e 
- Green roof tax aba tement p rog ram*
- Sola r tax aba tement p rog ram*

What are the requirements in the Build ing  C ode?

The Build ing  Code req uires most new build ings to have a  Susta inab le Roofing  Zone, 100% of whic h should  
c onta in a  sola r photovolta ic  elec tric ity genera ting  system, a  g reen roof system, or a  c omb ina tion 
thereof. This zone sha ll be p rovided  on (i) new build ings, (ii) new roofs resulting  from enla rgement of 
existing  build ings, and  (iii) existing  build ings rep lac ing an entire existing  roof dec k or roof assemb ly. 
Exc eptions inc lude a reas oc c up ied  by rooftop  struc tures, like mec hanic a l eq uipment and  fire ac c ess 
pa thways.

For the full list of exc eptions, see BC Sec tion 1512.2 or Build ings Bulletin 2019-010.

What are the requirements for installation of  solar and  green roof  systems?*

Solar Panels       Green Roofs

* Full installation requirements and tax abatement program information can be found at 
www.nyc.gov/ site/ buildings/ codes/ solar-panels.page and www.nyc.gov/ site/ buildings/ codes/ green-roofs.page.

What are the next steps?

Insta lling  a  sola r or g reen roof system req uires Department of Build ings permits. Note the exc eption in        
1 RCNY 101-14 (Tab le 2)(IV)(3) whic h sta tes tha t g reen roofs not more than 4 inc hes in depth loc a ted  on 
build ings of nonc ombustib le c onstruc tion or build ings g rea ter than 100 feet in height does not req uire a  
permit. A New York Sta te Reg istered  Design Professiona l (RDP) ? lic ensed  Professiona l Eng ineer (PE) or 
Reg istered  Arc hitec t (RA) ? must file the c onstruc tion doc uments and  owners must ob ta in the nec essary 
permits before work beg ins.

- Approva l tha t the struc tura l system of the 
build ing  c an ma inta in the weight of the 
eq uipment

- Sola r elec tric  p rojec ts must file an ED16A Form , 
elec tric a l permit app lic a tion

- Must be filed  through the Development HUB

- A c omp leted  PTA4 app lic a tion

- At least 50% of elig ib le roof spac e must be 
c overed  by the g reen roof

- At least 80% c overage by live p lants in a  
vegeta tion layer

- A ma intenanc e p lan inc lud ing inspec tions 
and  p lant rep lac ement p lans

- A c omp leted  PTA3 app lic a tion
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