
 

 

 
 

Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 

Testimony before the Mayor's Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management 

hosts February 26, 2021 

Public Hearing on Rule Changes for Open Culture Permit Program 

 

I’d like to thank Director Ellyn Canfield and your staff at Citywide Events 

Coordination and Management for the opportunity to submit comments today as 

we countdown to Monday’s launch of the long-awaited Open Culture Program. I 

thank Council Member Van Bramer and the members of the Council Committee 

on Cultural Affairs for their leadership on this legislation. I also thank the 

Department of Transportation. Earlier this month I echoed the concerns of the 

vibrant and creative uptown communities that the first map of designated Open 

Culture blocks had nothing north of 116th Street. DOT listened and worked with 

us to add a dozen blocks in Northern Manhattan. I am especially grateful for 

SAPO’s public engagement with the creative sector in your many town halls and 

meetings as your agency refined the guidelines for this new permit.  

 

The Open Culture Permit is an exciting opportunity to bring arts and culture to our 

New York streets this spring and summer, and for the permittees to finally be 

allowed to sell tickets for performances in public spaces. We hope you continue to 

make this process as flexible as possible for applicants. I know that as late as this 

week you revised to allow for consecutive days for one applicant on one permit, 

which was a huge win. I also urge more flexibility on the limits for applicants who 

are applying as sponsors of independent artists who cannot apply directly under the 

current guidelines. In many neighborhoods there are few arts service or umbrella 

organizations that are the “go-to” for independent artists.  

 

It would also help to streamline the permit process so that it includes amplified 

sound or at least centralizes permits through one dedicated NYPD office. Many 

arts organizations have limited capacity, especially now, and it would help if they 

did not have to apply for a separate permit at the local precinct. And of course we 

hope that as more people are vaccinated, we can see our way past the executive 



 

 

orders that currently prohibit amplified sound in combination with stage or screen 

because we also need to bring our outdoor films back this summer!  

 

However, activating outdoor spaces is only one small part of the solution. We 

MUST continue to find ways to aggressively fund emergency relief and recovery 

programs for the creative sector. The venues and organizations that will be 

applying for Open Culture permits and selling tickets to restricted capacity 

audiences for a mere few days a month have been at a standstill for almost a year. 

There is no way to create a significant revenue stream from these performances, so 

how will they pay artists anything close to a prevailing wage?  It might help to 

track data on each applicant’s capacity to pay wages along with other data about 

staff demographics and audiences served. We need to invest in the entire sector of 

arts workers, arts institutions, and arts-related businesses and support the millions 

of working-class jobs that fill those businesses.  

 

Open Culture programs will be an asset to New York. After this long dark winter, 

our streets will come alive with musicians, dancers, painters, actors, poets. For 

every concert, play-reading, and dance performance on these designated streets, the 

local transportation, restaurants, and shops will benefit. As often happens in times 

of crisis and loss, we are asking creative workers to revive our city while they lift 

our spirits, and they must be compensated for this work. 

 



To:   Borough President Eric Adams,  
 DOT Commissioner Keith Bray,  
 Council Member Stephen Levin,  
 Stefan Ringel, Senior Advisor to Borough President Adams 
 Brooklyn CB1 
 Eric Bruzaitis- CB1 Transportation Chair 
 
From:  North Brooklyn Community Members  
 
Re:  Noble Street Designation for Open Culture Street Program 
 
February 22, 2021  
  
Dear Borough President Adams, Commissioner Bray and Council Member Stephen 
Levin, Stefan Ringel, Eric Bruzaitis and Brooklyn CB1:  
  
As North Brooklyn Community members we are in favor of supporting the Arts. North 
Brooklyn is and has historically been home to many artists who live and work together 
throughout this diverse community. 
 
While we all struggle to live and work and support our Community, Borough and the 
City, during this time of COVID 19, we would like to address the selection of Noble 
Street, (between Franklin and West Streets) Greenpoint, as part of the Open Culture 
Street Program.  
 
While there is holistic support for the Arts and the goals of this new Mayoral program, as 
a Community we have questions about the selection of Noble Street and its suitability to 
house performances on top of its many existing neighborhood functions. It would be 
very helpful and important to know how the determination was made to select this 
street, despite its heavily trafficked and already congested multi-use status; including 
but not limited to the numerous construction projects that are home to heavy vehicular, 
pedestrian and bike traffic patterns, alongside small businesses struggling to get 
deliveries and streets overflowing with cars in need of parking, many due to the work 
force that arrives daily to work in our Community. Every small artery street is in use 
within a three-block radius. The Community has worked very diligently to maintain a 
balance and support system between all the needs of its micro area. All of this balance 
contributes to a quality of life for residents and stakeholders that find themselves 
working from home and routinely walking outside to enjoy some socially distanced 
space in their neighborhood.  
 
While we wait for a more detailed review of how Noble Street became part of the Open 
Culture Street Program, we are asking that for the immediate permitting to begin on 
March 1, 20201 that Noble Street be taken off the list of Open Culture Street Program.  
 
We believe that the outreach was to be undertaken by our Councilman’s office. The 
information that was provided to us when asked was vague, and we believe that two 
individuals were consulted; and they were under the impression that this would lead to a 



larger discussion with Community members. This second conversation did not happen 
and instead a green light was signaled that this location was vetted with the Community 
and thereby approved. We would like to revisit the approval process and definition of 
what an approved site is. 
 
Some reasons: 
Bordered by a heavily trafficked feeder block: 
The selected section of Noble Street is bordered by Franklin Street, which is a heavily 
trafficked, feeder block; Bordered by Franklin Street, to the East, this street is a busy 
thoroughfare, bus route and home to small businesses and residents.  
 
Bordered by Main Entrance to Playground: 
Located on Noble Street ( between Franklin and West Streets) is the main entrance to 
American Park Playground; 
 
Main Entrance for the Expo Center*: 
Also located on this stretch of the block is the main entrance for the Expo Center*; 
Entrance to this parking lot would be curtailed if Noble Street is closed; 
 
Main Artery for the Greenpoint Terminal Market*: 
When the Greenpoint Terminal Market *comes back on-line in May 2021, vendors will 
also be using this street to gain access to the Market grounds, located at West Street 
between Oak and Noble. This is already being used as an outdoor performance 
location; 
 
Additional Traffic pattern for the Skyline Drive-in: 
Vehicles use this section of Noble Street to access northern most section of the drive-in; 
 
Westbound street for Open Streets (Back in operation Spring 2021) 
The use of Noble Street is also limited access street when Open Streets are in session  
(Weekends 10am-6pm), this back on-line Spring 2021; 
 
Noble Street is an access to a feeder Street to a truck route as well as providing 
access to local businesses. 
Noble street is also the one-way westbound traffic street that allows vehicles to continue 
to West Street ( a feeder to the Greenpoint Avenue Truck Route). These vehicles are 
comprised of delivery vehicles winding their way to the small businesses on West Street 
as well as ride shares and residential vehicles.  
 
(*denotes spaces where performing artists, comedians and visual artist are already 
invited to participate, in large open-air spaces and an interior space that has held 
successful socially distanced events.) 
 
Given that another Open Culture Street Program street ( Greenpoint Avenue West and 
Transmitter Park) has been selected within two blocks of this location – we also ask for 
this to be reexamined as this certainly appears to be an oversite and places an undue 



strain on this Community. At the very least we are asking for the possibility of freezing 
the permitting for Noble Street until the site can be more carefully examined.  
 
Residents feel that there was no outreach so that we could discuss the aforementioned 
concerns as we deal with trying to support our local businesses, Certainly there are 
other streets that do not have the burdens and service needs that Noble Street ( 
between Franklin and West Streets) provides to this Community. Numerous discussions 
have already taken place centered around the safety of Open Streets and the 
Community/Neighborhood Associations that have taken up the collaboration to make 
these programs successful for all. Inviting more people into an already congested area, 
with no existing sanitation collection and comfort stations for the attendees, limited 
Parks Department funding for maintenance and upkeep, additionally is not a plan that 
this Community can support. Placing yet another venue on this street is contributing to 
stresses that need a thoughtful reconsideration. 
   
Please allow for a pause so that this street to be removed from this program in favor of 
using venues already in the Community or for another less congested and trafficked 
location. 
 
 
Thank you,   
 
North Brooklyn Residents  
Susan Anderson  Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association  
Denise Campono  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association  
Elisabeth Cernadas  Milton Street- Milton Street Block Association  
Jane Clarke   Milton Street- Milton Street Block Association 
Larry Drucker   Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Molly FitzSimons   Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Marcial Garlitos  Franklin Street 
Andrea Hicks   Franklin Street 
Elissa Iberti   Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Elizabeth Kaftan  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Jolanta Kulpa Gubernat Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Howard Kocan  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Greg Larkin   Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Pauline Larkin  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Turlough McConnell  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Darragh McConnell  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Trina Mckeever  Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Sante Miceli   Milton Street- Milton Street Block Association 
Lucille Mixon   Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Magdalena Mixon  Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Steve Morse    Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Christopher Moore  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Katie Naplatarski  Lorimer Street 



Algis Norvila   Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Francoise Olivas  Kent Street- West Street Neighborhood  Association 
Jane Pool   Oak Street- Oak Street Neighborhood Association 
Sandra Lee Rogers  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Neil Sheehan  Noble Street- NOLO Block Association 
Joe Wala   Milton Street- Milton Street Block Association 
Christina Zill   Kent Street Block Association 
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February 25, 2021 
 

Dear Stefan Grybauskas: 
 

I write on behalf of our union that represents over 19,000 actors and stage managers in the NY 
entertainment industry. Actors’ Equity Association is the national labor union that represents stage actors 
and stage managers in live performance. Our members work on Broadway, off-Broadway and off-off-
Broadway throughout New York City. For over 100 years, Actors’ Equity has fought to secure important 
workplace protections for actors who work on stage.  

 
We are excited about the Open Culture Program and what it will mean as we look toward reopening of the 
arts, and are grateful for the opportunity to submit comment about the program. The Open Culture Program 
as established by the Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management will allow eligible 
arts and cultural institutions to use open performance spaces for artistic and cultural events.  
 
As you work to launch the Open Culture Program, there are important safety considerations that should be 
taken into account to protect the participants, regardless of whether they are union members or not. Strong 
safety protocols now will protect the reputation of the entire industry from a theater becoming a vector for 
an outbreak, which would damage the reputation of the industry as we collectively all consider reopening. 
 
For example, the city should require that all productions approved for the program have proof of workers 
compensation insurance, in addition to other insurance requirements.  
 
With the industry largely shut down for nearly a year, the city should ensure and prioritize those programs 
that are paying their performers a living wage. Providing a living wage and union contracts will mean those 
who participate in the program not only can earn a living, but have the protections of Equity’s safety 
protocols, which includes testing requirements that have kept workers safe in New York City and around 
the country. 

  
We urge the Mayor’s office to prioritize making sure the performers are paid a living wage and incorporate 
these concerns into the eligibility and use guidelines for the Open Culture Program. Actors’ Equity 
Association stands ready to collaborate on safety protocols that will keep everyone associated with the 
program safe and protected moving forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Brandon Lorenz 
National Director of Communications and Public Policy 
Actors’ Equity Association 

 



1

Ma, Shawn

From: Grybauskas, Stefan
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2021 8:14 AM
To: Ma, Shawn
Subject: FW: OPEN CULTURE on NOBLE ST in Greenpoint

 
 

From: Lynn Wirtz <lynnwirtz007@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 11:22 AM 
To: SAPOrules <saporules@cityhall.nyc.gov> 
Subject: OPEN CULTURE on NOBLE ST in Greenpoint 
 

To Whom it May Concern, 
 
While I understand the need for the City to try to control spontaneous large party-gatherings 
on residential streets throughout the boros I 
would ask that the rules be revised as follows: 
 
1.  limit the number of events on any given street to only ONE on weekends, and only ONE on a 
weekday.  On Noble St we currently hear amplified 
music coming from as far away as the waterfront on the Northside of Williamsburg, AND we 
actually feel the vibration from it inside our homes. 
This can have a very harmful health effect on everyone, especially as we try to remain calm and 
reduce stress during Covid. 
 
2.  Limit the dB/decibel level of amplified sound.  Not only can amplified sound damage hearing, 
but it increases hyperactivity and excitement and 
thereby increases potentially disturbing behavior in individuals which can spread beyond the 
immediate venue. 
 
3.  Not allow drinking or selling of alcohol. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments and hopefully they will be factored into the permit 
policy before it takes place, rather than after once 
things get out of control and become difficult to reverse. 
 
Lynn Wirtz 
Noble St 
Greenpoint 
 
‐‐  
Celebrate! 
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We're on the 
Bright side of the Moon! 



 
Testimony to Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management (OCECM) 

Submitted to Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management on Feb 26, 2021 

Prepared by Dance/NYC 

Presented by: Alejandra Duque Cifuentes, Executive Director 

 

On behalf of Dance/NYC (www.dance.nyc), a service organization that serves over 5,000 

individual dance artists, 1,200 dance-making entities, and 500 non-profit dance companies 

and the many for profit dance businesses based in the metropolitan New York City area, 

including BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and Peoples of Color) dance workers, immigrants, 

and disabled dance workers. Dance/NYC joins colleague advocates working across creative 

disciplines in thanking the Committee for your leadership during this time.  

 

We express our gratitude to the City Councilmembers, City Officials, Mayor’s Office and other 

dedicated workers who have contributed to the creation of the Open Culture Program. The Open 

Culture Program has the potential to help to support arts and cultural workers in New York City 

as they continue to adapt to the new realities of the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. Moving 

forward with Open Culture is a substantial step in the safe reopening of the arts and culture 

sector. We thank the City for changing the guidelines, allowing performances with up to four 

consecutive days. With gratitude, we believe that there are comprehensive improvements to be 

made to the program in order for it to be financially, logistically, and administratively beneficial 

and accessible to dance making entities, groups and workers (the lion share of which are very 

small budget operations): 

 

We would specifically like to draw attention to: 

 

1) Limiting Sponsoring organizations to only 4 days a month does not work, instead place 

limits on the artists or organizations presented;  
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2) Producing site-specific outdoor performances takes a lot of labor. The City needs to 

provide specific guidelines Open Culture, approved by the City, such as site templates for 

COVID-19 protocol templates, and templates for ADA guidelines; 

3) The prohibition of sound permitting with the use of a stage does not work for the dancer 

workforce. Dancing on concrete increases the risk of injury. The City needs to allow for 

sound permitting within reasonable levels for performances using a stage which is 

necessary for the safety of the dance workforce and to provide better guidance around 

sound permitting levels; 

4) The current distribution of streets is not equitably distributed across the boroughs of New 

York City leaving many neighborhoods especially in the Bronx culturally desolate. The 

City needs to provide continued opportunities to add streets to the program. Many artists 

will not be able to perform in their neighborhoods and will need to travel to share their 

artistry. 

 

As Open Culture permitting stands, participants are allowed a maximum of four consecutive 

days per month per location to perform. Organizations are able to sponsor artists who do not 

receive DCLA funding to participate in Open Culture. However, the amount of good sponsors 

can offer is severely limited by the 4 day constraints per month. Sponsoring organizations are 

being held to the same 4 days per month limits. DCLA grantees can only sponsor 4 days per 

month, regardless of whether the artists they sponsor are different for each of those days. The 

ability to sponsor many artists becomes moot with the 4 day rule on sponsoring organization. We 

ask going forward that this rule be changed to apply to the companies performing, rather than 

their sponsor organization. Currently, the rule is making it difficult for small companies to find 

sponsorship.  

 

The City has discussed creating resources for Open Culture participants. Open Culture would 

reduce the burden on arts and cultural organization by providing templates for COVID-19 
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spacing requirements, social distancing and maximum capacity regulation, and accessibility 

guidelines in line with the ADA. These have not been released as of yet, and we want to reiterate 

that there is a need for these and they would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Through Open Culture, a sound permit must be obtained separately from the Open Culture 

program through the NYPD, and costs $45. We appreciate the City’s willingness to expedite the 

sound permits through the NYPD.  However, amplified sound is not allowed in tandem with a 

stage or screen. Dance companies need stages for safety reasons while performing. Not all genres 

of dance can be safely performed on concrete. Moreover, after nearly a year of limited to no 

dance training makes dancers physically and biomechanically more susceptible to serious injury 

and require the shock absorption that a stage provides to protect the impact on their joints. This 

limitation is a dire safety concern for the dance workforce to participate in Open Culture. IF 

dancers have to sacrifice their stage for sound they risk injuring themselves, and if they need to 

sacrifice their music to dance a critical element of the performance is lost. This We understand 

that there are legitimate public health concerns about crowds forming around performances with 

amplified sound. Clearer guidance on what constitutes non-amplified sound from the City will 

greatly help performers prevent the spread of COVID-19 while still being able to perform. What 

constitutes amplified sound and if amplified could be used but kept at ambient noise levels to 

avoid crowded forming but help the performance.  

 

Finally, the Open Culture available street map does not yet equitably reflect the distribution of 

artists in this City and is not equitably distributed geographically. We appreciate that the City 

made strides in allowing for more streets to be submitted which opened up more streets in the 

Bronx and upper Manhattan but there is still work to be done. This inequitable distribution 

creates cultural deserts and does not allow all New Yorkers to have easy access to culture in their 

own neighbors. Especially, with the mental health as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic this is 

even more of a necessity. Additionally this creates a drain on cultural workers who are unable to 
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perform in their local communities and instead need to travel to more affluent neighborhoods to 

perform. There needs to be an avenue for the continued availability for councilmembers to 

request more streets in the future to ensure equity.  

 

We thank the City in advance for your consideration and commend New York City’s ongoing 

efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19.  We look forward to the opportunity to ensure that New 

York remains a vibrant capital for arts and culture and making Open Culture a mutually 

beneficial program.  

## 
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