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Historic Murray Hill

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

October 13, 2016
To: The New York City Council

As the person who has been primarily responsible for trying to get local businesses to join us
at The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Fair over the last several years, I can tell
you that if the 1/1 ratio of local/out-of-town vendors becomes NYC Street Fair policy, it will
have an enormous detrimental effect on our fair. In fact, I would go so far as to say that our
street fair might well cease to exist since it would become cost prohibitive. OQur professional
event manager would still need to be paid for his services, but the total revenue would be
drastically reduced.

For years, I have tried to persuade local restaurants and other businesses to join us and have a
presence at our fair. ['ve stressed the advantages which such a presence affords these local
businesses, i.e., almost free advertising, positive community involvement, and attracting new
customers who might have been unaware of the vendor beforehand.

As time has passed, [ have found it more and more difficult to convince local area businesses
to join us at our street fair. I don't know why this is the case, but I know it to be true.

Our yearly street fair is a major source of revenue for the Association. In my opinion,
requiring as many local merchants to attend NYC street fairs as non-local merchants would
have an immediate and severely detrimental impact on our fair.

I believe the same would be true for many, if not all, neighborhood-sponsored street fairs in

NY City.

Respectfully submitted,
Ty
/ Niwas Lt
s

Thomas Horan
VP MHNA
Chair, Street Fair Committee

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
212-886-5867 « PO Box 1897, NY,NY 10156-1897 » www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Vikki Barbero, Chair 450 Seventh Avenue, Suite 2109 Wally Rubin, District Manager
New York, NY 10123-2199
212.465.0907 f-212.465.1628

TESTIMONY REGARDING THE PROPOSED CECM RULES CHANGES FOR STREET
FESTIVALS, OCTOBER 13™, 2016

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the rules for
street festivals in our district.

For years, CB5 has been calling for the rules to be revisited. There are currently approximately
60 street fairs in our district annually and, infamously, no matter what the neighborhood or the
not-for-profit sponsor, they all look virtually alike, with their ubiquitous tube socks and kabobs.
This is because virtually all the festivals are, in fact, produced by two for-profit entities, with no
rules for true community engagement or participation.

Wisely, a few years ago, CECM combined some festivals and shortened their length. However,
serious problems continue to exist. There are still far too many street festivals in our district.
CB5 is, as you know, an extraordinary hub for the close to 60 million tourists who visit our city
every year. We are also the city’s central business district. On some of our avenues, sidewalks
are so often congested that many New Yorkers feel the need to walk in the street to get where
they’re going. Particularly in the Times Square area, rather than vehicular traffic leveling off on
the weekend, it can actually increase.

Therefore, we are extremely gratified and relieved that CECM has proposed to change the rules
to allow only 10 street festivals annually per community board district. We are equally pleased
that CECM has proposed that at least 50% of the participating vendors at each street festival
have a business or local presence in the community district. It is long since time that we put the
neighborhood back into these neighborhood street festivals.

CB5 would also like to suggest that CECM seriously review the additional proposals being made
by our partners at the Times Square Alliance. Particularly in a district as overburdened as ours
often is, a data-driven analysis of the impacts of these street festivals on traffic and area
businesses would prove very useful in determining where it is (and isnt) appropriate to locate
these festivals.

WWW.CB5.0RG c b OFFICE@CBS5.0lg

manhattan



Finally, we applaud Michael Carey of CECM and Dawn Tolson of SAPO and are grateful to them
and this administration for listening to our concerns and proposing these very welcome and
important changes. We look forward to having these proposals take effect and hope that CECM
will, in addition, adjust the proposed rules to take into account data-driven analytics in further
determining where streets festivals are permitted.

Thank you so much for your time.

WWW.CB5.0RG c b OFFICE@CB5.01g
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livablenewyor

Coalition for A Livable West Side * PO Box 230078 * New York, New York 10023
Email : livablenewyork@erols.com Phone: 1-212-874-3456 Website: www.livablenewyork.org

October 13, 2016 Hearing on New Street Fair Regulations
Testimony of the Coalition for a Livable West Side

The new proposed Street Fair regulations unfairly punish the Street Fairs held in
Community Board 7.

Community Board 7 set the GOLD STANDARD for Street Fairs more than 20 years
ago. It merged Street Fairs so that two 501c3 organizations share a date. That cut in
half the number of Street Fairs held in CB7. It required that non-profits, elected
officials, and charities be provided space at no-cost.

It required that in addition to the 20% given to New York City, an additional 20% is
donated to non-profit organizations in CB7 that do not have a Street Fair. It offered
reduced rates to businesses in CB7.

The proposed regulations will punish Street Fair workers who will lose employment.

That is approximately 3,000 jobs. These workers come from throughout the City of
New York.

Most local crafts people do not have a NYS Sales Tax certificate and a Consumer
Affairs permit and state that as they do the Fairs sporadically that they will not get
the necessary permits.

These proposed regulations do great harm to non-profit organizations who depend
on Street Fairs. Instead the City should require that all Street Fairs follow the GOLD
STANDARD set by CB7 more than 20 years ago.

Respectfully,

Batya Lewton,

Batya Lewton, President



Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 224 East 47t Street, Room 339, NYC 10017 ~ 212-826-8980

STATEMENT ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO STREET FAIR LEGISLATION, OCT 13, 2016

The Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza strongly oppose any legislation that would disrupt or decrease
the guaranteed income we receive annually as the nonprofit sponsor of a street fair(s) produced %
Mardi Gras Productions. There was already a moratorium on additional street fairs in Manhattan when
our organization and the promoter appealed to City Hall and were granted a street fair on the grounds
that FDHP maintains the municipal park known as Dag Hammarskjold Plaza. In particular, the funds
generated by the street fair help offset the cost of cleaning the park’s six fountains weekly by a
maintenance contractor and twice-daily litter removal by the Doe Fund at a combined cost of $20,000
annually. The income guaranteed by the promoter amounts to $10,000 to $12,000 annually.

Already, we have felt the impact of tampering with the street fair model. Initially, our fair took place on
Second Avenue adjacent to the park. Then it was moved to Third Avenue and combined with other

nonprofit sponsors, requiring the promoter to combine the income from several street fairs in order to
guarantee the income essential to our bottom line.

Further, the proposed reduction in the number of street fairs already in operation would mean that
some nonprofits will be denied this crucial source of income altogether. To select some nonprofits for
survival and reject others when all have a mission to fulfill would be capricious and unjust.

In a neighborhood where there is no Business Improvement District to underwrite the cost of
maintaining public land and given the City’s chronically inadequate funding of park maintenance, the
income generated by the street fair in its present form provides essential cleaning services for one of the€
City’s most visible and visited parks. Although the concept of showcasing more visual art, artisanal food
and craft merchandise is aesthetically appealing, the street fair in its current form does promote

entrepreneurial enterprise, and more importantly, it helps to fulfill the mission of many nonprofit
organizations which contribute good works to New York City.

In conclusion, the Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza welcome more local vendors along with artisanal
food, arts and crafts, but we cannot afford to change the equation which attracts sufficient vendor
participation and thus guarantees our income as a street fair sponsor. We strongly oppose proposed
new rules demanding both the reduction of events (10 maximum) in each Community Board along witk=®
a requirement to have 50% of the vendors be local merchants or residents in the community.

‘

Sherrill Kazan, President
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UNION SQUARE COMMUNITY COALITION [USCC]
P.O. BOX 71, COOPER STATION
NEW YORK, NY 10276

MAYOR'S OFFICE OF EVENT COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT [OCECM]
STREET ACTIVITY PERMIT OFFICE [SAPO]
PUBLIC HEARING

OCTOBER 13, 2016

GOOD MORNING:

MY NAME IS BILL BOROCK AND I AM SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE UNION SQUARE
COMMUNITY COALITION [USCC}, A NOT-FOR-PROFIT 501[C][3] WITH A SMALL BUDGET OF
WHICH 1 AM THE TREASURER. THE USCC WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1980 TO HELP REVERSE
THE DETERIORATION OF UNION SQUARE PARK IN MANHATTAN AND WE HAVE
CONTINUED TO SEEK TO IMPROVE THE PARK'S USE FOR THE COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY
FOR CHILDREN THE PAST 36 YEARS.

OUR GROUP HAS BEEN THE SPONSOR OF A CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL MULTI-BLOCK STREET
FAIR FOR MANY YEARS

TAM HERE TODAY TO SHARE WITH YOU OUR CONCERNS ABOUT CHANGES TO THE
STREET FAIR REGULATIONS BEING PROPOSED BY YOUR OFFICE. THE USCC BELIEVES
THAT THERE ARE PROS AND CONS RELATED TO HAVING STREET FAIRS. OUR TESTIMONY
TODAY IS TO SHARE WITH YOU THREE CONCERNS THAT WE HAVE.

THE FIRST APPEARS WHAT SEEMS TO US TO BE A VERY GLARING OMISSION. YOUR
NOTICE OF THIS PUBLIC HEARING TALKS ABOUT "NEGATIVE EFFECTS", NOT SERVING
THE PUBLIC INTEREST" AND "BURDENS ON THE COMMUNITY" BEING CAUSED BY
DISPROPORTIONATE CONCENTRATION [OF STREET FAIRS]. ONE OF OUR CONS IS TRAFFIC
CONGESTION, THE DIVERSION OF BUSES AND THE LOSS OF PARKING. THIS HAPPENS
WITH ALL STREET FAIRS, NOT JUST WHERE THERE IS A CONCENTRATION OF THEM.

THE GLARING OMISSION I MENTIONED IS THAT NOWHERE IN YOUR 15 PAGE NOTICE OF
THIS PUBLIC HEARING DO YOU MENTION WHAT YOU PROPOSE TO DO ABOUT TRAFFIC
CONGESTION, THE DIVERSION OF BUSES AND LOSS OF PARKING SPACES ASSOCIATED
WITH THE HOLDING OF STREET FAIRS.

WITH REGARD TO THE PROS, THE USCC RECOGNIZES THE BENEFITS TO SMALL
BUSINESSES AND VENDORS AND THE INCOME THAT GOES TO THE NOT-FOR-PROFIT
COMMUNITY GROUPS THAT SPONSOR STREET FAIRS LIKE OURSELVES.

OUR SECOND CONCERN RELATES TO THE FACT THAT WHILE WE SUPPORT THE
PROPOSAL THAT MORE VENDORS HAVE A BUSINESS OR LOCAL PRESENCE IN THE
COMMUNITY BOARD DISTRICT WHERE THE STREET FAIR IS BEING HELD, WE ARE
CONCERNED THAT THE 50% REQUIREMENT WILL BE TOO HIGH A QUOTA BURDEN FOR
THE EVENT PRODUCERS TO MEET. THE RESULT WILL BE THAT THE COMMUNITY NOT=-
FOR -PROFIT GROUP SPONSORING THE EVENT WILL LOSE ITS SPONSOR INCOME
BECAUSE THE EVENT WILL NOT BE HELD PER THE NEW 50% REGULATION.
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THE THIRD CONCERN THAT WE HAVE IS THE PROPOSED MAXIMUM OF HAVING ONLY
TEN [10] MULTI-BLOCK AND ONLY TEN {[10] SINGLE BLOCK FAIRS PER COMMUNITY
BOARD DISTRICT. COMMUNITY BOARD DISTRICTS VARY IN ALL KINDS OF WAYS.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE ARE MORE THEN TEN [10] SPONSORING GROUPS THAT HAVE
BEEN SPONSORING STREET FAIRS IN SPECIFIC COMMUNITY BOARD DISTRICTS FOR
MANY YEARS. HOW WOULD THE CHOICE BE MADE AS TO WHICH GROUP[S] WOULD BE
CHOSEN AND WHICH ONE[S] WOULD BE TOLD THAT THEY CAN NOT BE A SPONSOR
BECAUSE OF THE TEN [10] NUMBER LIMIT. OUR UNION SQUARE COMMUNITY COALITION
GROUP WOULD NOT WANT TO BE TOLD. "NO SPONSORSHIP THIS YEAR" WITH THE
RESULT OF NOT GETTING NEEDED INCOME THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN USED FOR
COMMUNITY WORK.

IN ACTUALITY, THIS COULD HAPPEN TO OUR GROUP AS OUR SPONSORED STREET FAIR,
ALTHOUGH NOT IN THE TIMES SQUARE AREA THAT YOUR REPORT STATES IS A
PROBLEM AREA, WE ARE STILL IN THE MANHTTANCOMMUNITY BOARD 5 CATCHMENT
AREA WHICH HAS WELL OVER TEN [10] STREET FAIRS DURING THE YEAR.

AS A CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT WE HAVE SAID IN THIS STATEMENT, THE UNION SQUARE
COMMUNITY COALITION WANTS TO GO ON RECORD AND SAY THAT YOU TAKE INTO
CONSIDERATION THE CONCERNS WE HAVE RAISED, AND THAT YOU HOLD OFF AND NOT
APPROVE YOUR PROPOSED NEW REGULATIONS UNTIL APPROPRIATE
RECOMMENDATIONS ARE MADE WITH REGARD TO MITIGATING THE TRAFFIC RELATED
PROBLEMS MENTIONED EARLIER.

SINCERELY,

BILL BOROCK
FOR THE BOARD OF THE UNION SQUARE COMMUNITY COALITION.



OCECM/SAPO

My name is Judith Schneider in CB 8 Manhattan and I speaking in
opposition to the new rules being proposed by the Office of Citywide
Event and Management for the following reasons:

The Mayor and OCEM and are not listening to the local Community
Boards with these proposed new rules for conducting street festivals.

I believe Street festivals are one of the items that make the city attractive
to the tourists while they are here. It appears to me that the Mayor does
not care about how important the tourism is to NYC business, as these
rules will clearly reduce street festivals. When I speak with the people
not from Manhattan they tell the street festivals are one of the reasons
they like coming to the City.

The new rules will make it impossible to get Street vendors to sign up a
month in advance instead of a week in advance as they do now, as the
weather is a big factor in their decision to participate.

It will make it very difficult for the not-for-profits in our district to raise
the funds they have counted on in the past years.

If you start out with these new rules requiring 50% of the vendors be
from the district in the coming year, you will do away with all the
existing street fairs in our Community District. This rule should be
implemented gradually to see how it works.

The Community Boards should be limited to the number of street
festivals we have had in 2015 and 2016, thereby not increasing the
number of new multi-block or single block street festivals in the various
districts.

They say there are 3 Community Boards that are problematic---why
penalize the rest of the city for 3 boards.

Judy Schneider

Resident CB8 Manhattan ,
o Stxhas Nerchbarhood AE0CAR



Michael Carey, Executive Director
Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management

Good Morning, My name is Theodore M. Renz and I am representing both the Myrtle
Avenue Business Improvement District Queens and the Ridgewood Local Development
Corporation located in Ridgewood, New York.

Thank you for allowing us to respond to the proposed new rules for street fairs and block
parties.

While we commend your agency in taking a fresh look at street fairs and in particular,
your recommendation to end the moratorium on new fairs, We do have great concern
with a number of the proposed new rules governing street events.

They include the following:

Applicants will have to prove that 50% of vendors for street fairs have a business or local
presence within the Community Board where the event is happening.

By requiring 50% of any percentage of vendors to have a local business or presence is
impractical. The rules as proposed could disqualify most groups from holding their
respective events. Street festivals serve as an economic catalyst for local businesses, new
start ups, craft vendors and others.

We recommend that fifty percent of exhibitors have a business or local presence in the
Community Board the festival will take place in and/or live in or have a business in the
City of New York.

To foster a local participation, rules should require a certain number of exhibitor spaces
be provided at little or no cost to local businesses, local artists, an local residents selling
handmade (non commercial) products, as well as non for profit organizations and to
members of local merchant associations or chambers in the community district.

Signing up 30 days prior to the event-

This is not practical or doable. Most outside vendors and merchants within our BID will
not commit to a spot in the Street Fair until the last few days depending on the weather
reports. This is due to the fact that there are no rain dates.

New Street Fair Fee Structure-

Raised from 20% of total paid by vendors to $1375.00 for the first block and $705.00 for
any subsequent blocks

Sponsors shall reserve the right at the close of their event when filing the final income
summary to have the option to pay 20% of all rentals fees paid by vendors or pay based
on the number of blocks listed on the permit (which is the proposed new fees structure
under the rule change).

Thank you again for the opportunity to express our concerns and recommendations.

Sincerely Yours,
Theodore M. Renz



Oct 13,2016
Testimony for SAPO

My name is Dr. Cynthia Maurer and I serve as the Executive Director of
Visiting Neighbors, a nonprofit organization that for the past 44 years
has been dedicated to keeping our elderly, frail neighbors independent
and able to safely remain in their own cherished homes. Our clients
range age in age from 60-105. We also support caregivers and students
working with at-risk seniors.

We used to hold a street fair in each of the communities we serve, but
several years ago, when the first round of cuts from SAPO happened, we
lost four of our fairs. Then, with the next set of cuts, our remaining
Manhattan fair in Chelsea was split with other groups. These fairs not
only are a source of vital unrestricted funds, but they also enable us to
get the word out about our services to the community -- both potential
volunteers and seniors who desperately need our services. When we
lost these fairs, we were hurt very badly. For us, the 30 percent
consolidation of fairs was actually a 72 percent loss of revenue. Our
attempts to appeal fell on deaf ears. With this progressive
administration, we expected greater consideration.

At the very least, we must safeguard the 1%/ fairs we have left. The
proposed rules are too drastic and feel punitive. These proposed rules
would put us in jeopardy of losing everything. Please reconsider the
devastating impact that these rules, if implemented, would have on the
crucial services provided by the city’s nonprofit sector. While we
recognize the need for change, we must protect those most vulnerable,
especially in our city that claims to be age friendly.

We need our fairs and the seniors need us! Without our fairs, we lose our
ability to engage the community. We have never had a complaint about
our fairs, nor an incident of any kind. The communities in which we
have the fairs have always strongly supported Visiting Neighbors.



Let’s work together to ensure that our mutual goals are met.
Thank you for this opportunity to speak. Hopefully, this time we will be
heard.

Dr. Cynthia Maurer
Executive Director
Visiting Neighbors, Inc.

3 Washington Square Village, Suite 1F
New York, NY 10012
cmaurer(@yvisitingneighbors.org
www.vsitingneighbors.org




Date: October 11, 2016
To: Street Activity Permit Office (saporules@cityhall.nyc.gov)

Re: Points on Proposed Street Fair Rule Changes

To Whom It May Concern:

Revenue sharing from street fair sponsorships provides a significant source of
income for community organizations like Chelsea Reform Democratic Club.
We rely on this income to fund activities that benefit our community, such as:

§ Educational programs about public policy and related issues
§ Community and issue advocacy

§ Forums with elected and appointed public officials

§ Petitioning for ballot access on behalf of candidates

We believe that the proposed new street fair permit rules are likely to result in
reduced income for CRDC and similar organizations. There is also the danger
that, in some years, this income will be eliminated altogether. We worried
about three things in particular:

§ The proposed new rules will cap the number of street fairs to ten per
community board. In some years, CB4 has hosted as many as 14 multi-
street fairs. This will mean that established sponsors may be denied their
event.

§ The recommended new fee calculation increases the City’s share of
street fair revenue without taking into account unpredictable participation
by vendors due to inclement weather and other factors beyond control of
the organizer and community sponsors. While we understand that the
City’s expenses need to be recouped, we would hope there is a way to do
this that does not shift all of the risk onto the organizers and local
Sponsors.

§ The proposal to require that 50% of vendors be from the local
Community Board area sets a threshold that will be difficult to meet,
particularly at the beginning. This will likely result in unanticipated
cancellations by the mayor’s office with resulting loss of revenue. Rather

than implementing this change all at once, we request that you consider
phasing it in.

We understand that there is some concern about the resources consumed by
street fairs — including rerouted traffic and support from police and sanitation
workers, and we applaud SAPO for attempting to deal with these issues
proactively. However, we request that SAPO carefully consider the impact any

proposed changes to the permit rules might have on community organizations
like CRDC.

Sincerely,

David Warren
David Warren, President
Chelsea Reform Democratic Club

Reform
Democratic=
Club

Chelsea, Maclison Sq., Flatiron, Rosehill

P.O. Box 1120

Old Chelsea Station

New York, NY 10013-1120
Phone: 212-929-9188
Website: www.crdcnyc.org

CHELSEA7//}

Home Club Of
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Treasurer
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Mindy Rosier: Recording
Dave Silverstone: Digital
Communications
Donathan Salkaln
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Mr. Carey and other members of committee thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the proposed rules.

My name is John Sharp — 1 am resident of CB4 and the NY State Democratic Committee
Member representing 75" Assembly District (Chelsea & Hell’s Kitchen).

| applaud you for revisiting the regulations that address Street Fairs.

I have been approached by many small grass root non-profit organizations in CB4 that
since 2007 have become reliant on these street fairs as revenue source. All have asked
that SAPO reconsider the implementation of the regulations because it will cause undue
hardship and possible total elimination of this income. | have asked them that they send
their comments directly to SAPO via email.

| do have an area of concern with some of these proposed rules. | realize that when you
asked most people they would want to see that 50% of all vendors come from that
community. |also agree but | see where this will cause difficulty for everyone
concerned and will need additional time to implement. Each Boro in the City is different
and must be treated accordingly. In CB4, store already paid very high rent would not
want to pay additional fees to participle in an event even for good causes. | can see
difficult for the promoters of the street fairs to find members of that community who
would commit to taking a booth on a regular basis thereby give them the ability to be

able to plan properly. 1also see the loss of revenue for the non-profits trying to fund
their good work for the community.

50% Regulation: | ask that SAPO allows for the implementation the 50% rule to be
spread over 4 year period — 20% -1%, 30% - 2" and 40% -3yr finally 50% - 4th year. This
gives time for the promotors develop an outreach strategy and to work with the
community to find innovated ways to get more commercial groups/stores involved to
make the 50% requirement. Also maybe it should be reserved to NYC residents instead

of Community specific. This implementation could be evaluated at each milestone to
see the feasibility of this rule.




SIEGEL TEITELBAUM & EVANS, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
260 MADISON AVENUE, 22ND FLOOR
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016

TELEPHONE
(212)455-0300
FACSIMILE
(212) 448-0066

STATEMENT OF NORMAN SIEGEL
OCTOBER 13,2016

Good Morning. I am a civil rights attorney and I am here today representing the interests
of vendors and community sponsors who have participated in New York City Street Fairs.

There are serious and substantial concerns and problems, procedurally and substantively,
with the proposed changes to the rules that govern New York City Street Fairs.

Procedure Objections

It is my understanding that the proposed rule changes were drafted without adequate
input from primary participants in past street fairs. Were the vendors, community sponsors,
Community Boards, Neighborhood and Block Associations, Churches, Synagogues, and
Community Groups consulted prior to today’s hearing? If yes, I request that a list of the dates
and times of these consultations be made public. If groups such as the Community Boards,
especially Community Board District 1, the Churches and Synagogues, the Police Community
Councils, the Sons of Italy, American Diabetes Association, Republican and Democratic
Political Clubs, the Congress of Racial Equality, Friends of Dag Hammarskjold, Block and
Neighborhood Associations and others were not consulted, then I recommend that you delay any
changes to the rules for street fairs until such consultations occur and the participants are heard.

Moreover, I understand that you represent on the bottom of page 2 of the Notice that the
Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management (OCECM) “undertook an
extensive review of the current state of street fairs and collected substantial information through:

--in-person surveys of street fair participants;

--a general consumer survey open to all;

--surveys of businesses in case study areas; and

--outreach to managers and members of business improvement districts and community

boards.”

The public is interested and should be able to review those complete surveys and
outreach materials before the rule changes are adopted. In fact, we believe that the OCECM and
the SAPO erred by not making that material available prior to today’s hearing.



Substantive Objections

We object to the overall thrust of the proposed changes on the grounds that you have not
and cannot justify that the government interest in making the particular changes is substantial
and that the proposed rule changes advance that substantial interest is a manner that is not more
extensive and restrictive than is necessary to serve that interest. Nor does there appear to be a
rational relationship between the proposed rule changes and a legitimate government purpose.

For example, in the Statement of Basis and Purpose of Proposed Rule you make a major
point that the NYPD argues that these streets fairs “place an excessive burden on police
resources and divert uniformed personnel from core crime fighting, public safety and counter-
terrorism duties.” Yet, you offer no documentation to substantiate this position. We need to
question the validity of such NYPD allegations.

Similarly, we need to question the argument that the street closings significantly add to
neighborhood traffic congestion resulting in a detriment to neighborhood concerns. Where is the
evidence for this assertion? Which Community Boards, neighborhood associations and
community groups make this argument?

You propose “that at least 50% of vendors participating in an event have a business or
local presence within the same community board where the street festival or single block street
festival occurs.” Yet, this proposed rule change is unfair, potentially discriminatory and not
warranted.

It’s unfair because it potentially burdens the right to trade for vendors who do not have a
business or local presence within the same Community Board where the street festival or single
block street festival occurs. It’s potentially discriminatory because it is my understanding that
most street fair vendors are overwhelmingly, racial minorities, immigrants and women. Finally,
it’s unwarranted because many local community businesses are actively encouraged to
participate in street fairs but have chosen not to participate. There can be other ways to increase
participation by local merchants, such as giving local businesses a placement priority. The
arbitrary quota proposal is bad policy.

Other Objections are:
*the arbitrary nature of limiting street fairs permits to:
- no more than 200 NYC street festival permits during a calendar year
- no more than 100 Manbhattan street festival permits during a calendar year
- no more than 10 street festival permits per Community Board in one calendar year
- no more than 1 street festival permit per calendar day in any Community Board
- no more than 20 permits for single block festivals per Community Board during a
calendar year.

*the arbitrary banning of any street fair permit in the area of 42 - 50" Streets from Sixth to
Eighth Avenue in Manhattan

*the arbitrary time period of only 5 days for a permit applicant to appeal a denial

*the arbitrary requirement that permit applications for 2017 must be filed between November 1,
and December 31, 2016 when the street fairs occur from late April to November 2017.
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*the use of vague criteria in considering the approval of a permit application, such as:
1) not in the best interest of the community
2) lack of good character
3) honesty
4) integrity

There is much to discuss and either eliminate or substantially modify the proposed rule
changes affecting future NYC Street Fairs. I strongly recommend slowing down this rule
changing process and allowing for all New Yorkers, especially the Community Boards, veAdors,
Neighborhood and Block Associations and Community groups who have been an integral part of
the NYC Street Fair History a full and fair opportunity to participate. That is essential if we are
to have a fair process and outcome.

Thank You.
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today regarding the proposed changes to the
Street Activity Permitting process.

Street festivals can be a wonderful addition to the community. While the Mayor’s Office of Citywide
Event Coordination and Management contends that the proposed rules are intended to broaden the
permitting process and alleviate the strain on NYPD resoutces, the proposals neglect to take into
account the impact these changes would have on community organizations and small businesses
which rely on street festivals to engage with the community. Some communities ate inundated with a
disproportionate number of applications and some amendments might be warranted but the
proposed changes will seemingly have a disproportionate impact on smaller, local organizations
which will eventually drive them out and result in the exact type of street fair that communities are
trying to limit.

The change to a flat rate fee per block from the existing 20% share of profits is particularly
burdensome for community organizations that sponsor street festivals to provide a common good
for the community. For example, some of these organizations set up stages for free programing on a
block and would have to make significantly more money on the other block in order to cover the
cost of the permits for both blocks. Many of these organizations already face limited budgets and
this amendment would price out many good participants from being able to host a community fair.
This is especially true in communities stressed by gentrification, where service providers of long
standing are driven into less expensive locations that might cross a Community Board border.

Similarly, the tight restrictions that only allow 10 multi-block events in each community board, and
only 20 single-block events per year in a given community board will make it even harder to
diversify the quality of street permits. Since these permits would be distributed on a first-come first-
serve basis, again smaller organizations and groups would be disadvantaged as they are less likely to
be able to afford the time and resources to ensure all paperwork is done immediately.

It is also unclear how these rules impact organizations that might want to host or co-sponsor more
than one event. I understand there is a cap of one multi-block fair per group per year, but would a

™ DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Broadway, Suite 2007, New York, New York 10003-4703 ¢ 212-674-5153 « FAX: 212-674-5530
U ALBANY OFFICE: Room 717, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 ¢ 518-455-4841 « FAX: 518-455-4649
glickd @ assembly.state.ny.us



partner organization also be batred from applying for an additional permit? And lastly, while in
many circumstances, the proposal to require half of the participating vendors reside or have a
business address in the same community board is a positive thing, many community organizations
provide services throughout various community boards and boroughs and could be limited in their
ability to allow pattners to participate in their fair. This is especially true in communities stressed by
gentrification, where service providers of longstanding are driven into less expensive locations that
might cross a community Board border.

Addressing the demand that certain communities face is a laudable goal. But these generalized, strict
regulations would have detrimental consequences. Furthermore, street fair permits issued through
SAPO are far from the most intrusive permit that the City grants. For example, what reviews are
being done to limit the number of permits for TV and movie filming in our communities? And what
about the permits for public plazas? Has there been any proposed changes to how those permits are
issued? Street permits offered through SAPO are one of the few things that the community has
input on, and strictly limiting the applications does not change the real demands on communities.

The proposed regulations don’t take into account the needs of the whole community. These changes
would limit the amount of community participation from community organizations. I would hope
that you reevaluate some of the changes that would negatively impact non-profits and community
organizations under this new proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



The City of New York
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Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management
Street Activity Permit Office
Public Hearing on Proposed Rules
100 Church Street, 12th Floor
10:00A.M., October 13, 2016

Thank you for holding this important public hearing today regarding the proposed changes in
rules for street fairs. My name is Noah Pfefferblit, and I am the District Manager of Community
Board 1 in Lower Manhattan. Community District 1 includes most of Manhattan below Canal
Street and south of the Brooklyn Bridge.

At our Community Board 1(CB1) board meeting on September 27, 2016, CB1 unanimously
adopted a resolution strongly urging the Citywide Event Coordination and Management (CECM)
to postpone today’s public hearing by at least one month to enable Community Boards to provide
meaningful input on the proposed rules changes, a request also made by Manhattan Borough
President Gale Brewer. We noted in our resolution that the extremely and unusually compressed
timeframe precluded meaningful input as community boards require at least 45 days advance
notice.

The proposed changes would make very significant changes to the rules for street festivals,
setting a maximum of 10 multi-block events in any community district per year and a maximum
of 20 one-block events, far fewer than the current number in many Manhattan districts, and a
maximum of one festival per organization. This sharp reduction in the number of events would
require a lottery to determine which organizations would have the ability to sponsor fairs,
making it impossible for CB1 and other organizations that currently sponsor fairs and raise
essential funds from them to continue doing so. CECM has not offered any explanation of why it
believes that these drastic changes are needed or the reason for the compressed timeframe.

CECM has moved forward with this hearing despite requests to postpone it, and while we
therefore cannot address the proposed changes, we have comments regarding how the new rules
will affect our internal operations and fundraising.

CB1 has sponsored street fairs in our district for many years. While we review all applications
for street fairs and events regardless of the sponsor, we sponsor our own events in order to
supplement our budget and conduct work on behalf of our community. In past years CB1 has
sponsored as many as six fairs annually, including in the aftermath of 9/11 and post-9/11
reconstruction, when additional funds were needed to provide the services that our members and
constituents needed during extraordinarily challenging times. It is inconceivable that we would
have been able to meet the challenges of 9/11 and the post-9/11 reconstruction without such
funds and other community boards have come to rely on additional funds raised in this way as
well to meet unique challenges.

1 Centre Street, Room 2202 North, New York, NY 10007-1209
Tel. (212) 669-7970 Fax (212) 669-7899

man01 @,gh.nyc.gov

www.nyc.gov/html/mancb1



The drastic reduction in the number of street fairs would severely limit our ability to raise
essential funds. We are also concerned about the tension that would be created when local
organizations would be competing for a limited number of permits and some would be able to
continue to sponsor events and others would not.

We understand the need to reassess existing rules but we believe that this process should occur in
consultation with community boards and not in a way that circumvents us. This would also
enable the organizations that sponsor fairs to work with CECM and the Street Activity Permit
Office (SAPO) to ensure that any new rules for street fairs are practical. For example, while the
requirement to have 50% local merchants is commendable, it is not clear that it will be possible
to achieve in a district such as ours that is rapidly growing but still a central business district with
large corporations and both regional and national chain stores.

Given the many serious problems that these proposed rules would cause, we urge you to
reconsider the proposed changes and to engage community boards and other stakeholders in an
inclusive process that would result in equitable and viable solutions.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
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WORKMEN'’S
CIRCLE

Jewish culture for a just world

Copy of testimony delivered by Ann B. Toback, Executive Director of The Workmen’s Circle
on Thursday, October 13, 2015 to the members of the Street Activity Permit Office of the Office of
Citywide Event Coordination and Management

My name is Ann Toback and | am the Executive Director of the Workmen’s Circle, a progressive Jewish
culture and social justice organization founded in 1900 that today connects a growing community of
Jews of all affiliations with their cultural and social justice heritage. Today, we continue to forward the
values and Jewish cultural legacy of our founders in exciting new ways: through festivals, holiday
celebrations, educational programs, and social and economic justice campaigns designed to educate and
celebrate Jewish culture and build community around our shared heritage.

For over three decades the Workmen’s Circle has presented a robust calendar of free outdoor Jewish
cultural programs in the five boroughs, starting with our free summer concert series, Yiddishfest,
founded by Joe Papp in the 1970’s. Yiddishfest brought world-class entertainers, including ltzhak
Perlman, Mandy Pantinkin, and the Klezmatics to New York City parks and streets each summer, and for
over twenty years, one of Yiddishfest's highlight concerts took place at our annual street fair, first on

Madison Avenue when our headquarters were on Madison and 33™ Street, and now on 6™ Avenue since
we moved in 2012 to West 37" Street.

In the last decade we have expanded on our concert offering and have used a block in our 6" Avenue
street fair to host our Workmen’s Circle Taste of Jewish Culture Fair: a celebration of Jewish cultural
heritage in a city block. Each year the fair features over twenty-five curated specialty New York City
food vendors from all of the five boroughs, offering new takes on traditional Jewish cuisine; world-class
music from our stage; social and economic justice campaigns from the street; and crafts and learning
for all ages. In the past three years we have seen attendance at our fair grow from 10,000 visitors in
2014 to over 15,000 in 2015 and 2016, when we additionally partnered with the National Yiddish
Theatre Folksbiene’s KulturfestNYC, a summer-long international Jewish Performing Arts Festival. And
we have already started planning to grow and enhance our food and performance offerings for 2017.
People from across the city and, in fact, across the globe, have come to experience our Taste of Jewish
Culture in the heart of Manhattan. And this year, other Jewish communities including Cleveland, Buffalo
and Toronto visited our fair with the intention of replicating our program in their cities.

Our one-of-a-kind cultural fair takes place on one city block on 6" Avenue, as part of a larger street fair,
featuring city blocks of multicultural vendors who come from all over New York City to sell their
products. In fact, over 90% of the vendors at our street fair live in NYC. However, the majority of them
cannot afford to live in Manhattan, and instead commute from the outer boroughs. These proposed
changes will put most of these hard working, mostly immigrant, minority small business vendors - out of
business and will effectively terminate our annual event sponsorship.



While we understand the city’s need to oversee the use of street fair permits, and further, to balance
cultural programing alongside commercial usage on these blocks, the outcome of the proposed rules will
be to all but eliminate outdoor cultural events such as ours. Should the proposed rules take effect, with
their new limit on festival permits, our street fair, which has been presented for decades, would
immediately fall to the bottom of the list by virtue of our moving our offices five years ago, requiring a
change in venue. Further, the mandatory local merchant participation requirement would preclude us
from featuring specialty vendors from all over New York City, a featured part of our street fair each year.

THEREFORE:

We strongly oppose the proposed 2017 street fair rule changes. We are sure that an equitable solution
to both the issues raised by the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management along with
those of the vendors and nonprofit organizations wishing to continue to forward cultural programming
can be developed. However, in order for a fair and equitable solution to be reached, we respectfully
request that the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management reconsider these Proposed
Rules, which will have the effect of terminating the work of hundreds of small business vendors
throughout NYC and eliminate hundreds of free, outdoor cultural festivals like our Taste of Jewish
Culture Street Fair, and commit to a new process and timetable that will allow for better community
participation in drafting new rules that can take into account the longstanding contributions of the
hundreds of nonprofit cultural organizations whose outdoor spring and summer programming are an
intrinsic part of New York City’s celebration of its multicultural identity and the thousands of small
business vendors for whom these fairs represent an an integral part of their commercial revenue.

For more information, please contact Ann Toback at AToback@circle.org or by phone at 646.291.8360

The Workmen's Circle Tel: 212-889-6800 www.circle.org
247 \West 37th 5¢, 5th Floor Fax: 212-532-7518

New York, NY 10018 info@circle.org




Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church

308 West 46 Street, New York, NY 10036
Telephone: (212) 246-3540 Fax: (212) 977-1838

October 13, 2016

Mr. Michael Carey, Executive Director

Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management
253 Broadway, 6th floor,

New York, NY 10007

Dear Mr. Carey:

I am writing to express my concern about the issues of street fairs as they affect our con-
gregation and houses of worship in general. I am pastor of Saint Luke’s Church, located on
West 46th Street between 8th and 9th Avenues, and a member of the Times Square Alliance
Board.

Others have spoken or written of the issues of traffic congestion and sanitation, but I
wish particularly to address the issue of Sunday street fairs, or, more broadly, street fairs on re-
ligious sacred days that affect any house of worship.

In the past two years we have been seriously impeded by Sunday street fairs. In both
years we discovered without prior notice that an Oktoberfest was being set up between 8th and
9th avenues and included booths for the sale of beer and bratwurst directly in front of the
church, an established No Parking zone. Suddenly, we discovered that members were unable to
get to the church. Access-a-Ride could not drop off handicapped members. Commuters com-
ing by car could find no place to park, and many simply gave up and returned home. Smoke and
the odors of cooking penetrated the church during worship. Attendance for the day plummeted
dramatically.

I propose to you that the new rules must take into account the existence of active places
of worship, and be coordinated to recognize that access to them not be impeded on their days of
gathering. '

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the proposed new regulations.

Paul D. Schmigge] Pastor
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114™ Civ-OP, Inc.

31-38 29" Street, Bsmt. Astoria, New York 11106
Tel/Fax: (718) 728-8763 Email: bapl14@aol.com
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October 13, 2016

Michael P. Carey, Executive Director

Mayor's Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management
253 Broadway, 6™ Floor

New York, New York 10007

Dear Mr. Carey,

It has been brought to our attention that your office is in the
process of establishing new rules for Street Festivals. We are very
grateful to be allowed this time to express our concerns and opinions
regarding this matter today.

114" Civ-OP, Inc. is a unique organization where volunteers
serve as extra eyes and ears for the police without getting physically
involved. They only observe and report what they see to the
authorities. The group’s efforts are specifically formulated to:

a) Decrease crime activity or incidence of crime within the
confines of the areas covered.

b) Create a cleaner and safer quality of life within the community.

c) Improve relations between our police and the community (to
include residents, property and business owners, non-profit
organizations and agencies, and religious establishments
within our areas covered.)

We are a community sponsor for a smaller multi-block street fair
(usually no more than 6 blocks). Proceeds from this event
directly support National Night Out Against Crime in the 114"
Precinct area. The event attracts over 2,000 people every year.

If the new rules are passed, all Community Boards will only be
able to have 10 multi-block Street Fairs per year. This will cause
great financial hardship to some non-profit organizations like ours,



should they be denied a permit. Most sponsors in our District have
been using proceeds from these street fairs to fund activities that
benefit their community for years. Without these funds, the
community loses. Based on your current proposal, excessive
amounts of street fairs are noted to be held in just a few Manhattan
Districts. Is it possible to make exceptions in some Community
Boards that may slightly exceed your proposed amount based on
individual circumstances in the community? For example, our
organization’s event is a smaller multi-block festival which requires
less Police resources, and the proceeds are used to facilitate
activities that foster improving community relations with our Police.

In addition, we feel that requiring a 50 percent presence of local
participation is expecting too much. Local businesses are always
invited to participate in our street festival for a reduced price. We
have noticed that many of the businesses in the area where we hold
our festival are closed on Sundays. We also invite local non-profit
organizations to participate for free. We would embrace ideas and
incentives the City could develop that would encourage more
community participation, yet not cause a drastic drop in revenue from
our much needed fund raiser event.

Thank you for your time and consideration with this matter.



Forest Hills Visiting Neighbors Testimony to SAPO
October 13, 2016
By Laura Scharf, Director of Community Development, Visiting Neighbors, Inc.

Thank you for allowing us to testify on behalf of our community’s elderly who rely on Forest
Hills Visiting Neighbors’ staff and dedicated volunteers so they can remain in their own cherished
apartments, part of the Forest Hills and Rego Park communities they cherish. Without Visiting
Neighbors’ help, many of these seniors would be wrenched from the community they know and love'and
forced prematurely into nursing homes. Most of our seniors do not have access to the internet to research
information about vital services. They rely instead on community events, word of mouth from their
friends and neighbors, and help from local legislators to learn about needed services.

Herbert, age 84, recently came to our street fair on 63rd Drive. It was a beautiful day, and he was
thrilled to be outside, able to enjoy the sunshine and the company of his neighbors. He stopped by our
table and asked how much our services cost. Our coordinator reassured him that there is no charge for
Visiting Neighbors’ services, and gave him our brochure and some information about seniors’ health
concerns. “I would love someone to talk to, and it would be even better if they could play chess. Since my
wife died last year, I have no one to play chess with. Ireally miss her. I know I'll never fall in love
again, but I guess I can’t complain. We had 62 wonderful years together. But I really miss having
someone to play chess with.” “Thank you so much,” he said. “How can I sign up?” She explained the
procedure and told him to call our office to set up an appointment for an intake interview. He shook her
hand and said, “I’m so glad I came out to the fair today. Otherwise, I would never have known that you
could help me. It’s so hard being alone.”

Forest Hills Visiting Neighbors, like many other community organizations, relies on our street
fairs to get word out to the community about our services, to raise urgently needed funds and to attract
new volunteers. Community residents look forward to strolling through our street fairs, talking with
community groups and sampling the delicious foods.

Our street fairs are well organized and respectful. They provide a valuable opportunity for
residents to enjoy everything our community has to offer. They can leave their homes or apartments
knowing that they will see long-lost friends and neighbors, learn about new businesses and services, and
support local merchants and organizations. Community Board 6 has always told us that we leave the
streets cleaner than they were when we got them. They have always been fully supportive of our efforts.
Our street fairs help make our city great!

Thank you.

Laura Scharf, Director of Community Development
Visiting Neighbors, Inc., 3 Washington Square Village #1F, New York, NY 10012 (212) 260-6200



Testimony by Fred Arcaro on behalf of Manhattan East
Community Association and 17" Precinct Community Council
on October 13, 2016.

My name is Fred Arcaro, President of Manhattan East
Community Association. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today about the proposed Street Festival regulation.

While SAPO proposed rule to have at least 50% of local small
businesses participation is commendable, however, it is next
too impossible to achieve for the following reasons:
e The location assigned for our Street Festival have very few
small businesses
e The few small businesses are either not interested or they
complain that the fees are too costly
Street vendors that do participated in our Street Fair are small
mon and pop businesses living in New York City which pay their
taxes like everyone else in the City. The proposed rule would
reduce their income.

Reducing the number of Street Festival per Community Boards,
| fear, is the beginning of the end of well established
neighborhood associations such as Manhattan East Community
Association which has been in existing since 1994. We have
sponsored annual Street Fairs for over 20 years and it should
continue. We have used all funds from Street Fairs, our only
source of fund, to beautify our neighborhood by painting,
cleaning, installing dog hoop and defenders of tree beds. In



addition, to planting in the Waterfront East River Esplanade,
when funds are available.

| am also the Treasure of the 17*" Precinct Community Council
and authorized to speak on its behaif.

Funds from Street Festivals are the only source of income to
promote public safety issuers to our residents such as:

e Night Out Against Crime when hundreds of families with
their children getting the latest crime prevention tips and
police updates while enjoying music entertainment, food
and children having fun with Tumble House.

e We sponsor Medal Night where we honor our police
precinct officers who were recently awarded for their
special service as well as getting latest police updates, all
in a dinning setting.

e We have monthly meeting where we have guest speakers
to give valuable public safety and other community affairs
information.

All these activities would not be possible without Street
Festivals revenue.

in closing, both our organizations are apposed to the proposed
rules on Street Festivals.

Thanks you



October 13, 2016
Dear OCECM/SAPO Committee:

I am proudly answering the clarion call: The state of NYC street fairs. The Samuel J. Tilden
Democratic Club has participated in the Third Avenue Street Fair since 1983 and has donated
over $ 300,000 to projects in the CB Six Manhattan area, on the eastside. The revenues benefit
our community and | am opposed to the 2017 rule changes for street fairs.

After Super Storm Sandy, in 2012, at Bellevue Hospital, the clothing room was housed in the
basement. Everything was destroyed. It was the Tilden Club that replaced new underwear for
patients to leave the hospital from street fair funds.

There is also a need to provide meals for homebound seniors within the Board Six area. We did
that.

Respite programs at The Friends Seminary and the Brotherhood Synagogue, serving the
homeless, have received support from Tilden.

The Gallop autistic children’s riding program has benefited. An Environmental overnight retreat
was provided to the students at the School of the deaf and hard of hearing.

Funds have also been given to the Public Library.

To deny donations for needy populations from street fair revenues...is wrong.
To deny donations for art and music programs in our community....is wrong.

To deny the ability for seniors to stroll down the avenues free of cars...is wrong.
To deny our families to participate in free activities in the fresh air...is wrong

To deny our residents the right to buy a new chapeau at a street fair...is wrong.

Is this really a war on immigrants, who are the majority of the workers at the fairs? In a line
from the Hamilton musical, “It’s the immigrants getting the job done.”

So, | say, enough is enough... leave the street fairs which helps make the city a vibrant place to
live!

Vote No! Reject the 2017 rule changes for street fairs! Thank you.

Michelle D. Winﬁe[d (Samuel J. Tilden Democratic Club, Donation Committee Member)
320 East 25 Street, 8 DD, New York, NY 10010

212-779-0657



WRITTEN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED SAPO RULE CHANGE ..

§1-05 Approval or Denial of Applications by the Street Activity Permit
Office. — specifically 1-05 (4)(e)

Octoberll, 2016

To Michael Carey, Executive Director
NYC Office of Citywide Coordination & Management
253 Broadway, 6™ Floor, New York, NY 10007

3 PAGES FOLLOW ...
Dear Mr. Carey,

I have carefully reviewed the proposed SAPO rule change 1-05 (4)(e) which
would drastically impact our organization Bowling Green Association as
well as many many other not for profit community groups around New York

City.

This new rule change would require that 50% of all vendors participating in
NY street fairs to either have a pre-existing business within that community
board area or "some other involvement within that community board."

The clear and unambiguous result of such a new rule would be to eliminate
every street fair in New York City as this is an impossible requirement as
you are well aware. No street fair can possible meet this proposed
requirement regarding "local" involvement." None ever has.

The very nature of street fairs in New York City has always been that the
important LOCAL component is the sponsoring not-for-profit group
responsible for each street fair. That is the core logic of NYC street fairs and
has been for generations.

This proposed rule change would dramatically alter that very useful formula
that benefits so many to be over written with a draconian new rule that will
destroy the NYC street fair tradition. A tradition that goes all the way back
to colonial times and is an integral part of the very fabric of our city and its
street life.



NYC street fairs likewise accomplish the important role of providing many
immigrants and members of minorities the ability to support themselves and
their families by participating in street fairs.

Existing retail businesses with their own store fronts in the district have no
need or interest in participating in street fairs. They already have their well
appointed retail location where they can display and sell their products and
services for maximum effect.

And you have not even supplied the necessary list of local businesses that
would relate to this proposed rule change. As in Lower Manhattan and
throughout Manhattan and often in the other boros most retail businesses are
not local at all but owned and operated by national and international
conglomerates.

How are these local businesses ?? Local retail businesses in Lower
Manhattan and often elsewhere is confined to the likes of dry cleaners,
laundromats, nail salons, barbers, shoe repairers, and few other assorted
retail businesses that have absolutely no value in participating in street fairs.

And to make yet another all important point any and all businesses within
any and all community board areas are very welcome to participate in NYC
street fairs and always have been.

As for others who might have "some existing involvement" in the district
that is a useless and vague nebulous term that means nothing at all without a
specific precise definition. And even more as above there is no logic as to
why these individuals would want to participate in street fairs simply
because they have some "involvement" in that district. Again they have
always been welcome.

The very nature of street fairs is that thy are inclusive.

SAPO has no legal right to use a devious misleading rule change to
accomplish an unstated goal in this case the elimination of all NYC street
fairs with an impossible requirement beginning in 2017.

Further to which placing a rigid geographic requirement on the right to do
business in specific communities in New York City is blatantly illegal and
discriminatory and forbidden by the U.S. Constitution, New York State



Constitution and the New York City Charter. There is not a single other
provision of city government in New York City that demands that in order to
conduct legitimate business within New York City that one must have a pre-
existing business in that community or "some other existing involvement" in
that community.

It seems to me and adding to Mayor de Blasio's other ethics problems and
investigations underway is that unnamed special interest groups with access
and influence in City Hall are being allowed to misuse SAPO to achieve
results outside the bounds of law and proper ethical behavior required of
government to disenfranchise various New Yorkers and their efforts.

Whether or not an organized conspiracy involving various parties is
underway to defraud New Yorkers and others with this proposed rule change
is not something for me to determine. That is the purview of others but
certainly this proposed rule change addresses such a possibility.

Arthur Piccolo

Bowling Green Association, Inc.

212-809-4615



Testimony from Leslie Brown, President of the Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 751123, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Email fhchamber@aol.com

Phone: 718 268 6565

Date: October 13, 2016

Good Morning, Executive Director Michael Paul Carey, Office of Citywide Coordination and
Management

I’m Leslie Brown president of the Forest Hills Chamber of Commaerce. It is my pleasure to serve as
chamber president, to have owned a business in Forest Hills and to be a life-long resident of Forest Hills.
I understand what it is like to run your own small company and | know what the challenges that being
self-employed entails. | am here today to speak about what the proposed rule changes for street fairs

would do to my not for profit organization, to vendors, startup businesses, and to the community that
loves and supports our fairs.

The Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce has held two fairs, in the Spring and the Fall for over 16 years. By
reducing our fairs to one puts us in serious jeopardy of closing our doors. | urge you to consider allowing
all existing sponsoring organizations such as the Forest Hills Chamber to continue to conduct two (2)
street fairs per calendar year as has been our tradition. Families and businesses alike look forward to

coming out and being together as one community to enjoy the sights, the sounds and the tastes of a
New York street fair.

Requiring as the new proposed rule states that 50% of participating vendors have a business or presence
in the community board where the fair is taking place will in all actuality not be possible. | am proud to
say that in my fairs | have close to 40% participation of my membership and I have been told that this is
one of the highest participation rates. More than half of our members join the street fairs and | do not
see how | would be able to meet this requirement.

My 40% will not meet the 50% requirement .| would be happy to see a specified number of exhibitor
spaces be made available at little or no cost to some local businesses or artisans and other not for profit
organizations at no cost or at a nominal cost to foster additional participation at the fairs.

Many, many of our members sign up at the last minute due to staffing or scheduling issues that small
businesses with only 1, 2 or 3 employees have. Some register late because they have not had the time as
they work in many cases 7 days a week to get everything in place to exhibit. The current rule of
providing the addresses and phone numbers of participating vendors to be submitted 30 days in
advance of the event would be quite a hardship for so many. Also the weather plays a factor. The city
does not allow a rain date. Participating vendors must exhibit and pay the fee even if the fair will be a
washout, and this contributes to signing up closer to the event than 30 days you may now be requiring.

Losing even a small amount of money when you are self-employed really can cause a hardship. The
more vendors we have the better our fair is.



There is a proposed cap on 10 multi block street festivals and 10 single block street festivals per
Community Board district. Please increase this cap so that the number of fairs per community board
district meets the needs of each community.

Establishing a flat fee per block rate will discourage offering free or reduced rates for more community
participation. Please keep in place the option to allow the sponsoring organization to pay 20% of rental

fees from vendors or pay the flat fee structure proposed based on the number of blocks that the fair
runs.

I could say in my own words what the street fairs have meant and do mean to everyone involved in
making them the great events that they are. But | would like to read some comments from the people
that attend, work and support our fairs. The comments come from a petition | started on change.org a
few days ago and | have well over 600 signatures in a very short time.

Here are some of the comments (see attached)
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October 13, 2016
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Mr. Michael Paul Carey
Executive Director
Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management

Good Morning Mr. Carey, staff and guests.

I’'m Melissa Chapman, Senior Vice President for Public Affairs at the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce (BCC). |
am delivering testimony on behalf of Carlo A. Scissura, President and CEO of BCC.

BCC is a membership-based, business assistance organization that represents the interests of over 2,100
member businesses as well as other businesses across the borough of Brooklyn. The Brooklyn Alliance is the
not-for-profit economic development organization of the Chamber, which works to address the needs of
businesses through direct assistance programs and services.

Thank you for convening today’s hearing, which seeks to solicit feedback related to updating the rules
governing street events. Today, we're respectfully asking for amendments to the proposed rules that would see
a more practical implementation of the 50 percent local vendor participation requirement, as well as a shorter
lead time to provide a list of anticipated vendor participants, in order for a permit to be issued.

As the voice of the Brooklyn business community, BCC manages a number of ‘shop local’ initiatives, including
Brooklyn-Made, a platform for businesses to market and differentiate their products while promoting local
business activity and engagement; Explore Brooklyn, a dedicated tourism website featuring a complete source
for dining, events, shopping and attractions in Brooklyn; and the Neighborhood Entrepreneurship Project,
which focuses on improving Brooklyn’s neighborhood retail districts.

We applaud the end goal of an increase in local vendor representation at street events; however rushed
implementation will threaten the very existence of these events. It would be better to have a two to three year
period by which community sponsors would be required to be compliant with the new rules governing local
participation. In addition, changing the definition of ‘local’ to include neighboring community boards and zip
codes would allow more flexibility in meeting the 50 percent goal, while still ensuring a more robust ‘Brooklyn’
presence at these street events.

Another well-meaning provision of the proposed rule that will negatively impact community sponsors and local
vendors, is the 30-day lead time to provide a list of participants. Very often, small businesses are unable to
make commitments that far in advance, since decisions regarding staffing and other resources cannot be
confirmed beyond a week in advance. As such, the proposed rules should take into consideration, and change
the lead time requirement to one week instead.

Collectively, these amendments will give community sponsors adequate time to be compliant with the

proposed rules. They will also help to strike a balance between preserving these events, and a steady increase
in local vendor participation.

Page 1 of 2
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Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to testify on this issue.
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The new rules are designed to address traffic congestion and NYPD resources. It appears that the
distinction between multi-block festivals and single-block festivals addresses those issues. There is,
however, an apparently arbitrary cap on the number of single-block “festivals”/fairs”.V Ihelp to
organize* a single-(weekend-)day / single block street fair on a residential one-way side street with no
commercial traffic and relatively little non-commercial traffic. We have organized this street fair for
our neighbors as a community builder for more than 20 years. The police provide sawhorse traffic
barriers and supervise the goings-on in their routine patrolling. In addition, we provide space for the
community affairs officers to answer questions and run their Operation ID. I am concerned the arbitrary
cap might cause our street activity permit application to be denied— foseite our min tng / o

Fac
In addition, it is less than clear why, as organizers, we need to provide identifying details about our k4
“vendors” and especially information like tax identification numbers or Dept. of Consumer Affairs
license numbers. Most of our “vendors” are, in fact, members of our Block Association (residents
within our four-block catchment area). How does this detailed personal and business data relieve the
minimal traffic congestion or lower the already minimal NYPD burden? As an organizer, I would
willingly attest to the 50% “local” nature of our vendors. In fact, we would accept a higher “local”
requirement if it ensured that our permit would not be denied arbitrarily.

Finally, we believe that the fee structure, at least for our (and similar) small event(s) is unreasonable.
We operate on a shoestring and turning over 20% of our revenue will provide only a small amount of
revenue for the City but a substantial drain on our resources. Please consider scaling this fee.

W\
o
*On behalf of the West 102™ - 103 Streets Block Association, 2,501 (c) (4) community service non-
profit, representing the residents of the four-block residential area in Manhattan's Upper West Side
bounded by Broadway on the east, Riverside Drive on the west including both sides of West 102™ and
West 103™ Streets.

Bob Hﬁronsoﬂ
We s+ )02~ 1g3¢



Testimony For October 13, 2016 Hearing regarding the proposed changes for Street Activity Permits

Submitted by: The Graham Avenue BID, 80 Graham Ave., suite 2a, Brooklyn, NY 11206
Representative: Betty M. Cooney, Executive Director

For more than 15 years the Graham Avenue BID has sponsored an 8 block Fiesta on Graham Ave. from Broadway to Boerum St. The
event draws more than 20,000 people locally and outside the district. It is one of the largest and most well attended events in this
underserved area.

It is not run to make the BID rich...it is to promote this area...bring new tastes, sounds, and fun that are not here already. It provides a
community stage with free live all day entertainment for all. Many Hispanic entertainers come year after year to share their talents with
the district through this event and new groups promote their talents on stage.

Area merchants are encouraged to participate without any fees to help support the retail district and encourage new shoppers to see
what we offer.

Local organizations sign up and give out information and offer free health tests for the community ...all without cost. Woodhull Medical
Center, a city owned hospital, the MTA’s vintage bus program, and the New York Police Department all do outreach during this event
as well as many other local non-profit organizations.

The low cost fees offered to vendors...and sponsorships from businesses who want to reach this community are what support this event
plus the volunteer efforts and financial and administrative support of the BID.

The needs of Mid Manhattan... are NOT the same as ours. We rely on these events to build our retail district and provide for an
underserved community.

The new proposal would require that our vendors be 50% from this district...this will not work. It is currently open to all who want to
participate.

It will restrict some great entertainment, foods and other programs from coming here for the day. It says our community can only enjoy
what is here...and they do not deserve to have the opportunity for something special.

We can't take everyone to Manhattan for their large assortment of events and attractions...so we bring our community some wonderful
things to enjoy for the day. That said, we also have the expectation that some of these outside groups will recognize the opportunity
that exists here and want to become a permanent part of our retail district.

Our businesses NEED this coverage/exposure. The Fiesta brings in more than 20, 000 potential customers for the day.
Many in the area thank me and the BID for providing this wonderful day for the community.

The new proposal wants to require vendors to sign up way before the event... this will not work as they wait to see what the weather
WILL BE LIKE. Some of our best events nearly double with last minute signups.

REMEMBER the city doesn't give us RAIN DATES....it is all or nothing...bad for us and bad for business. Why regulate something that
is working in our district? Maybe the city should add the option of a raindate to really help make these events profitable.

The money raised by this event is shared with our co-sponsor who makes this event possible for us to run. It is also shared with the
costs of running such an event and the 20% that already goes to the city. To request a flat fee per block would give larger, more affluent
areas a distinct financial advantage as their vendors pay more for spaces in higher income areas. Raising our fees would only stop
vendors from coming to our district. It would stop us from using the small profits we do see from being reinvested in the community. It
would threaten future events with burdening costs.

If mid town Manhattan doesn't want these festivals...fine...but don't rob our people from a great free day and one that helps bring
enjoyment and financial support to our area.

I also noticed there is a new fee being put on farmers market...| thought this was resolved...here good eating habits will be stopped
because of the city's need for cash? This is very sad! Again our farmers market...started more than 15 years ago, might have to close
its doors with rising costs.

Our BID and others in the borough who hold these events REALLY NEED YOUR HELP AND URGE YOU TO SAY NO TO THE
VENDOR RESTRICTIONS, RESTRICTIVE NUMBER OF EVENTS ALLOWED IN EACH DISTICT AND NEW MULTI BLOCK FEES
BEING REQUESTED by today’s proposals.

Contact: Grahambid@verizon.net 718 387 6643
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Street Fair Testimony Ratified by the NYC BID Association Street Fair Working Group

This testimony is on behalf of The NYC BID Association’s Street Fair Working Group, which
includes individual BIDs from different boroughs of New York City. The NYC BID Association
Street Fair Working Group organized a year and a half ago to look at Citywide Event
Coordination and Management practices and provide recommendations to the NYC BID
Association. The Street Fair Working Group is pleased that Citywide Event Coordination and
Management (CECM) took into consideration many of the recommendations the NYC BID
Association provided in the Street Fair Position Statement in June 2015. These
recommendations included lifting the moratorium on street fairs for outer-boroughs and upper
Manhattan, improving permitting criteria, improving coordination, and giving more weight to
local support.

While we are grateful for these efforts and many of the changes that CECM would implement,
there are still a number of issues in the new rules that may have unforeseen and negative
consequences for NYC’s commercial corridors.

The following are additional recommendations from the NYC BID Association’s Street Fair
Working Group:

A. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group applauds the ban of street fairs on the
side streets near Times Square and strongly urges the City to further limit street fairs in
heavily congested commercial business districts in midtown-Manhattan. Closing a
street in a heavily congested commercial corridor creates serious congestion issues for
hundreds of thousands of workers coming into Manhattan to their jobs on weekdays. On
weekends, street closures in these congested commercial corridors create severe surface
mobility issues for those trying to get to a commercial corridor, many of which include
major cultural and entertainment attractions, or just travel through the City. With the
many street scape changes underway, including the addition of plazas, and sidewalk
extensions to improve pedestrian safety, as well as the extension of bike lanes on many of
these commercial corridors, street fairs hinder pedestrian, vehicular and bike travel. That
said, individual BIDs are expected to offer testimony on their own behalf. Our focus is
citywide, not case by case.

B. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group applauds the lifting of the moratorium
on street fairs. However, the following rules as currently proposed would make it very
difficult to conduct a street fair for new commercial corridors even if the moratorium is

lifted. These new rules would also hinder street fairs that are already in operation in the
outer boroughs.



C. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group urges the City to consider the concerns
of the neighborhoods, Community Boards, and Business Improvement Districts with
regard to the 50% local vendor requirement as each neighborhood is different. Some
need to have more involvement where the 50% works; some look to bring in new
businesses from outside their neighborhoods as part of their economic development
strategy where the 50% rule can be harmful. While the BID Association agrees that some
street fairs have been generic, the 50% local vendor requirement is too onerous to
implement for multi-block street fairs in smaller commercial corridors. According to
many BIDs which conduct street fairs with local businesses, the 50% requirement is
unattainable.

D. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group opposes the fee structure. Similar to the
50% requirement, the fee structure cannot be a one-size-fits-all solution considering the
wildly different circumstances in each neighborhood. Most street fairs produced by
Business Improvement Districts have limited profits or break even. The change in the fee
structure would reduce revenues and create a situation where a nonprofit is operating a
street fair at a net loss. Many Business Improvement Districts would not be able to
conduct street fairs under the new fee requirement. This requirement would also prohibit
the inclusion of local businesses, since it would increase participation fees and serve as a
disincentive to participation, contrary to the intent of CECM.

E. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group opposes the 30 day notice period. The
30 day notice period also puts an additional burden on nonprofits, since vendors—
whether local or not—often wait until a week or two before to sign up due to the weather
forecast.

F. The BID Association Street Fair Working Group requests that CECM review the rule that
allows 50% or 100 street fairs from the borough of Manhattan. This proposed rule
adversely incentivizes street fairs in Manhattan and takes away from the opportunity to
have additional fairs in the outer boroughs.

The NYC BID Association Street Fair Working Group recommends that street fairs be reviewed
on an individual basis, as each commercial corridor has unique opportunities and challenges.
While the NYC BID Association Street Fair Working Group applauds the many positive changes
that were indicated in the new proposed rules, we disagree with the 50% local vendor
participation requirement, the new fee structure, the 50% Manhattan street fair allowance and the
30 day requirement, and ask CECM to review such issues on a case by case basis.



Testimony on the Proposed Amendment to NYC Street Fair Rules

Mark Caserta
Executive Director
Park Slope Fifth Avenue BID

My name is Mark Caserta. I am the Executive Director of the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Business
Improvement District. Our BID is located along Fifth Avenue from Dean Street, adjacent to the
Barclays Center, to 18™ Street and is comprised of 30 commercial blocks with more than 500 small
businesses.

I am also a board member of the New York City BID Association and the Park Slope Civic Council and
a former New York City small business owner. I actually owned a shop on Park Slope's 5" Avenue for 7
years, so I have lots of experience in the community and the small business sector and I'd be happy to
work with you and answer any questions you might have.

I want to start by thanking you for tackling this important issue. As a member of the BID Association, I
have been a part of the discussions about the problems and challenges that street fairs impose on the
city. I think that the focus on reducing the number of street fairs in Manhattan, the kind that have no
local flavor and simply offer socks and sausages, is a good thing. We support it! However, some of the
rules, as written, would have the opposite effect in cancelling long-standing street fairs that are
traditions in outer borough communities. They could lead to a reduction in revenue for small businesses
and the loss of funds for community organizations like Business Improvement Districts.

As you know, Park Slope's Fifth Avenue is host to and sponsor of The Fabulous Fifth Avenue Fair,
which takes place every year on the Sunday following Mother's Day. The fair is decades old and is
attended by between 40,000 and 70,000 people, according to NYPD estimates. We pride ourselves in
having a street fair that focuses on local businesses. According to Clearview Festival, which manages
our fair, approximately 42 % of our vendors are from within the BID and surrounding community. How
do we do it? We sell the fair spots to the merchants who want to be a part of the event at a steep
discount ($50) and we offer spots to local artists for just $75. The rest of the spots are sold to mostly
outside vendors by Clearview at a much higher rate. Through our revenue sharing arrangement, the sale
of hundreds of spots to local merchants at a discount means that the BID loses out on a lot of potential
revenue. Still, we would rather lose that revenue because we believe it is important to make the fair as
locally focused as possible and we strive to improve it every year.

As written, here is how the proposed rules would affect The Fabulous Fifth Avenue Fair. We have also
provided some recommended changes to help our fair thrive and grow in the future:

- 50% of participating vendors have a business or local presence in the Community Board
where the festival will be taking place.

We believe that this is a good goal for street fairs, however:

- Last year The Fabulous Fifth Avenue Fair sold 578 spaces, of which 241 were occupied by local
vendors and non-profits. We would need to sell another 50 spots to meet or exceed this 50% rule. This
would lead to a significant loss in revenue that we need to help clean and program our street and it
would be very difficult thing to do in just one year. In addition, our BID is located in 2 community
districts. As written, vendors from the south end of the BID would not count as “local” vendors because



they are in Community Board 7. Clearly this is not the case! They ARE local! Also, some of our artists
and artisans who come from nearby communities would not count as local either. Should we turn away
vendors from Brooklyn Heights, Fort Greene and Sunset Park just to make sure that we meet the 50%
threshold? We think not. They are just as local!

I might add that two other traditional, much loved street fairs in our community; Seventh Heaven (7
Avenue) and the Brooklyn Pride Festival (5" Avenue) would have a difficult time meeting these
thresholds. Brooklyn Pride's event serves Park Slope's large gay and lesbian community, yet the non-
profit vendors at the festival are from all over the borough. Should this event be destroyed because of
an arbitrary percentage? We think not.

Possible Solutions-

- Increase the definition of local to include surrounding community boards or zip codes or the Borough,
as a whole and allow for some discretion in the rule,

- Give sponsoring organizations time to change their street fairs to meet the 50% goal (or whatever
percentage is agreed upon through this process). Traditional outer borough fairs cannot change
overnight. Sponsors need at least 2-3 years to meet and exceed the 50% goal and change their event.
These rule changes should not be about destroying street fairs, but rather making street fairs better.
Work with us to make that happen.

-All information pertaining to anticipated Vendors participating in a [street fair] Street festival or
Single Block Street festival must be submitted thirty (30) days [one week] prior to the date of the
event.

If the goal is to improve our street fairs and make them more local, a rule that requires proof of local
vendors in writing 30 days prior to the event is unworkable. Local merchants and artists often make
their decisions at the last minute, based on staffing, weather and family concerns. We often get last-
minute artists and merchants committing to the fair in the week before the event. The rule should
remain at 1 week prior to the date of the event if the goal is to have strong, locally flavored fairs in
NYC.

In closing, I want to say that we initially saw this rule changing process as an opportunity to potentially
expand our street fair. Currently, The Fabulous Fifth Avenue Fair runs through 18 of the 30 blocks in
the BID. Merchants outside of these 18 blocks have been upset for years because they are paying for
the BID assessment without receiving the benefits of the fair outside their front doors every May.
Instead of expanding, however, we now find ourselves defending what is a very local and well-loved
community event. We hope that you will take these comments into account as you draft the final rules.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any questions, please feel free to

reach out to me at (718) 551-5545 or mark@parkslopefifthavenuebid.com.
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Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Testimony for the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management
October 13, 2016

My name is Gale A. Brewer and I am the Manhattan Borough President. I appreciate the
leadership of the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management (CECM) Executive
Director Michael Paul Carey, and CECM Street Activity Permit Office (SAPO) Director Dawn
Tolson for giving me the opportunity to testify today and for recently attending the Manhattan
Borough Board meeting to explain the proposed rules to the community boards.

I also thank CECM for extending the deadline to comment on this proposal until October 27,
2016. The extension allows most Community Boards (CBs) citywide to engage their communities,
discuss the proposal with the general public, and adopt resolutions that serve as their comments in a
way that truly reflects the views of the people.

I am one of the few elected officials — I believe — who has had a table with government
material at a street festival every weekend since 2002, and even before. In my experience,
neighborhood residents attend local block events and the multi-street festivals, and people in
wheelchairs, often with family members and friends, attend because they can easily access the goods
and services. I know because I sit at the table.

I also want to add that my office has been working with the African community in particular
to help members of the community apply for temporary vendor licenses so that they can work at
street festivals and at other venues. They need the NYS Certificate of Authority and the NYC
Consumer Affairs permit.

In Manhattan, street and single-block festivals are more than community events or tourist
attractions. Festivals allow community-based organizations (CBOs) to raise money for additional
equipment or programming. Festival proceeds have paid for rain gear for the auxiliary police, walkie-
talkies for CERT teams, and free outdoor summer concerts. A festival is often the annual signature
event at the metropolitan level in celebration of a particular ethnic or religious community, whose
members come from all five boroughs and beyond to vend its specialty wares and partake in its
heritage.

Some communities have too many festivals, and Community Board 7 confronted the issue
when they faced it twenty years ago. They came up with a good solution. No portion of a street can
be used more than twice in any year. Sponsors must combine their festival with another sponsor’s
festival, and the result was that the total number of festivals was cut by almost 50%. CB7 also
required sponsors to donate 20% of their revenues to another non-profit which did not participate in a



festival. This is, of course, in addition to the 20% that the sponsors pay to the City of New York.
Had other community boards followed suit, there would not be the glut of fairs citywide.

Street festivals are important in the civic and cultural life of Manhattan, but some avenues are

used over and over for fairs, putting an undue burden on the community as a whole. These are some
of my concerns based on CECM’s proposals:

I

4.

Cap on the Number of Festivals: The proposal will limit each CB to 10 street and 20 single-
block festivals a year. While I support efforts to reduce festival oversaturation, I find that the
hard cap fails to accommodate the needs of some of our communities, such as Manhattan CB
6, home to 26 single-block festivals. Under this proposal, some of these smaller festivals may
be put out of existence or forced to merge, with their community sponsors facing revenue
loss and a forced reduction in services.

First-Come, First-Served Application: While I acknowledge the interest in an objective
application system, I find the proposed system fails to consider the needs of the community
sponsors. Street and single-block festivals can only thrive and bring in proceeds if they are
reliably held year after year. It is easy to foresee that “first come-first served” pits community
organizations against one another for an arbitrarily limited resource, and can cause a long
established, major event to be discontinued. The new system will also lead to unwanted
financial volatility for the community sponsors, as festival proceeds, now a major part of
their revenue, could be here this year and gone the next. Why not involve the community
board - following CB7’s lead - and work to merge fairs where appropriate?

50% Local Vendor Requirement: This is unworkable. For example, a festival celebrating an
ethnic or religious community often features vendors coming from all over the region to the
anchor neighborhood where the festival is held. Vendors for the Kehila Kedosha Janina
festival, the only Romaniote rite synagogue in the Western Hemisphere, could be members of
this particular community from all over the city, the region and even beyond. The 50%
requirement would foreclose many of these vendors from participating in the annual
gathering and celebration of their religious community, as they may not live or work near
their spiritual home anymore. Local storefront businesses may or may not be willing to
participate in festivals; their top priority is keeping their doors open. And it is my
understanding that many local merchants don’t want to participate but if they do the festival
sponsor could make some spots available for a reduced or no fee. But not 50% of the slots.
Most festival vendors are unable to afford storefront rents; their livelihood depends on
participating in a large number of festivals all over the city, region and country. And as a city
we need to run workshops so more artisans and ethnic vendors get the proper credentials.

Application Fee: The proposal will fix the application fee for street and single-block festivals
at $1,375 for the first block on the first day, with the fee for each subsequent block or day at
$705. It re<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>