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Ask the Counsel 
to the Mayor

amNewYork Metro is 
proud to present a new 
column, Questions for 
the Counsel, in which the 
Counsel to the Mayor of 
New York City, Kapil Lon-
gani, answers questions 
about his work in ser-
vice to the people of the 
five boroughs.

Q: What role has your 
office played in the 
City’s ongoing response 
to the COVID-19 crisis?

A: We did everything 
possible to protect the 
public health of New York-
ers, while respecting the 
Constitution, because, as 
Abraham Lincoln learned, 
the Constitution does not 
die during a crisis. Be-
cause we needed to act 
quickly, and often without 
guidance from the other 
branches of government, 
the Mayor issued over 100 
executive orders, and my 
office drafted every one of 

them. From shutdown to 
reopening, travel check-
points, Open Restaurants, 
Test & Trace, and now vac-
cine rollout, our office has 
been at the center of every 
transformative issue. 

Q: How did the scope 
of your work change due 
to COVID-19?   

A: Frankly, there is no 
law school class called 
“Pandemic Response 101.” 
The scope of our work 
fundamentally shifted 
to focusing on COVID-19 
24/7. It was about finding 
solutions to problems that 
nobody ever envisioned, 
and being able to work un-
der extraordinarily tight 
deadlines, while ensuring 
accuracy. The virus didn’t 
sleep. And neither did we. 
Circumstances changed 
so frequently, not just 
on a daily or weekly or 
monthly basis, but hour to 
hour, minute to minute. 

We also became, from a 
public-facing perspective, 
a conduit for key guid-
ance and information to 
the public. As the primary 
legal liaison to the State, 
we assumed the task of 
translating State executive 
orders into “frequently 
asked questions” docu-
ments. These FAQs break 
down the everchanging 
rules and regulations im-
pacting New Yorkers and 
our business owners. We 
continued to seek creative 
avenues to connect di-
rectly with our constitu-
ents, such as the creation 
of our podcast City Hall 
Pass, where we give lis-
teners a peek behind the 
scenes at the decision mak-
ing process in New York 
City Government as told 
by the trailblazing leaders 
who made them. Visit nyc.
gov/cityhallpass to listen!

Q: What can you tell 

our readers about what 
to expect in the com-
ing months?

A: An extraordinary re-
birth of the greatest City 
on Earth! The best exec-
utive order that we write 
will be the one lifting all 
COVID-19 rules and re-

strictions. The Mayor has 
set forth a robust “Recov-
ery for All of Us” plan, 
which sets out a compre-
hensive vision for our re-
imagined City. And rest 
assured, our world-class 
public health officials will 
make sure that we reopen 

in a safe manner. 
For more resources and 

information about the Of-
fice of the Counsel to the 
Mayor, visit their web-
site, nyc.gov/counselto-
themayor follow them on 
Twitter, and subscribe to 
their monthly newsletter.
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