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SPEAKER BIOS 
 

OPENING REMARKS 

U.S. Congresswoman Grace Meng (NY-6) 

Representatives. Grace represents the Sixth Congressional District of 
New York encompassing the New York City borough of Queens, 
including west, central and northeast Queens. 
  
Grace is the first and only Asian American Member of Congress from 
New York State and the first female Congressmember from Queens 
since former Vice Presidential nominee Geraldine Ferraro. 
  
Grace is a member of the powerful House Appropriations Committee and 
is Vice Chair of its Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations. She 
also sits on the Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, and the 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies. 
The Appropriations Committee is responsible for funding every federal 

agency, program, and project within the United States government. Grace also serves on the 
House Ethics Committee.  
  
Grace is also a Senior Whip and Regional Whip for New York, and a founder and Co-Chair of 
the Kids’ Safety Caucus, the first bipartisan coalition in the House that promotes child-safety 
issues. She helped create and serves as a founding member and former Co-Chair of the Quiet 
Skies Caucus which works to mitigate excessive aircraft noise that adversely affects 
communities. 
  
Grace has passed several pieces of legislation into law. These include laws about religious 
freedom, making Queens historic sites part of the National Park Service, striking “Oriental” from 
federal law and protecting public housing residents from insufficient heat. Also signed into law 
were her measures to assist veterans and members of the military, and provisions to improve 
consumer protections and safeguards for children. 
  
In addition, Grace has fought to expand opportunities for communities of color, young people 
and women, and she secured resources to help local small-businesses. 
  
Born in Elmhurst, Queens, and raised in the Bayside and Flushing sections of the borough, 
Grace attended local schools, and graduated from Stuyvesant High School and the University of 
Michigan. She then earned a law degree from Yeshiva University’s Benjamin Cardozo School of 
Law. 
  
Prior to serving in Congress, Grace was a member of the New York State Assembly. Before 
entering public service, she worked as a public-interest lawyer. Grace resides in Queens with 
her husband, Wayne, and two sons, Tyler and Brandon.  



REMARKS 
 
Councilman Peter Koo (District 20) 

Councilman Peter Koo was elected to the New York City Council in 

November 2009. He immigrated to America from Hong Kong in 

1971. He worked minimum wage jobs at Kentucky Fried Chicken 

and Dunkin Donuts to put himself through the University of New 

Mexico – College of Pharmacy, where he earned a Bachelors of 

Science degree. Peter Koo founded and became CEO and President 

of the Starside Pharmacy chain located in Flushing, Queens. 

Peter has served as the Chairman of Program Services for the 

Flushing Business Improvement District (BID) and President of the 

Flushing Chinese Business Association. He was a member of 

Queens Community Board 7, an advisor of the Queens General 

Hospital Community Advisory Board; Treasurer, Founder and Trustee of the LaGuardia 

Community College Foundation; the Flushing Lions Club, Flushing Rotary Club and the 

American Cancer Society. 

He is also President of the Peter Koo Community Charitable Organization. Peter’s recent 

philanthropy includes a $100,000 donation to LaGuardia Community College, and 20 

wheelchairs to Elmhurst Hospital. Throughout the years, he has also donated generously to 

several local senior centers. 

He has been affectionately been called the “Mayor” of Flushing, because of his involvement in 

civics, his accessibility to the public and for his philanthropic endeavors. 

Peter is married to his wife Bernadette of 38 years and has two children, Timothy and Tiffany. 

 

MODERATOR  

Bess Chiu, Chief of Staff, Counsel to the Mayor of New York City 

A lifelong New Yorker, Bess serves as Chief of Staff to the Counsel 

to the Mayor. In this role, she works with senior policymakers in City 

Hall and across City government to provide oversight of and 

guidance to critical projects. Bess played a key role in the City’s 

response to the 2019 measles outbreak and has worked on vital 

issues during the COVID-19 pandemic, including the momentous 

task of shutting down the City, and the subsequent task of 

determining how to safely reopen the City. Bess has also led on 

some of the Administration’s equity-focused policies, including: the 

salary history ban and the creation of The Office of Minority and 

Women Business Enterprises (M/WBE). Bess serves as a member 

of the City’s Safe Reopening Task Force, Chair of the Franchise and 

Concession Review Committee, and as the Equal Employment Opportunity Counsel for the 

Mayor’s Office.  



A committed and experienced public interest lawyer, Bess joined the Administration in 2014 and 

previously served as Associate Counsel to the Mayor and Managing Counsel. She has also 

served as an attorney with the City’s Administration for Children’s Services, where she 

prosecuted child abuse and neglect cases. The daughter of immigrants from Hong Kong, Bess 

has a deep passion for exploring different cultures. She is a graduate of Wellesley College and 

Cardozo School of Law. 

 

PANELISTS 

Carmelyn P. Malalis, Chair and Commissioner of the New York City Commission on 

Human Rights (CCHR)  

Commissioner Malalis was appointed Chair and Commission of CCHR in 

November 2014 following more than a decade in private practice as an 

advocate for employees' rights in the workplace. Prior to her 

appointment, Commissioner Malalis was a partner at Outten & Golden 

LLP where she co-founded and co-chaired its Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 

and Transgender Workplace Rights Practice Group and co-chaired its 

Disability and Family Responsibilities Discrimination Practice Group; and 

successfully represented employees in negotiations, agency 

proceedings, and litigation involving claims of sexual harassment, 

retaliation, and discrimination based on race, national origin, sex, gender 

identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, age, pregnancy, 

disability, and religion. Throughout her career, Commissioner Malalis has 

demonstrated a fierce commitment to promoting diversity and inclusion, and preventing and 

prosecuting discrimination and intolerance. Since she assumed her role as Chair and 

Commissioner in February 2015, Commissioner Malalis has revitalized the agency, making it a 

recognized venue for justice for all New Yorkers through increased enforcement, novel 

restorative justice approaches to case and conflict resolution, and robust public education and 

outreach to prevent discrimination in New York City. 

Commissioner Malalis earned her J.D. from the Northeastern University School of Law and 

received a B.A. in Women's Studies from Yale University. She and her wife live in Brooklyn with 

their two children.  

Flora Ferng, East Asian Communities Liaison, NYC Commission on Human Rights 

(CCHR) 

Flora is the East Asian Communities Liaison of NYC Commission on 
Human Rights. She recently received Frederick O’Reilly Hayes Prize 
Foundation special COVID-19 Response Award on helping to 
combat the spike in anti-Asian bias. Previously, she was the 
Managing Director for Asian Americans for Equality (AAFE). She 
joined AAFE as a Homeownership program counselor and trainer in 
1997. Ms. Ferng was passionate about using her experiences to 
provide education and outreach to people of all classes and 
backgrounds in NYC. Her extensive background in program 
coordination & implementation enables her to mobilize the 



community and ethnic media to raise public awareness about changes in government policy and 
regulations and to help people understand and access these information. 

Flora was a member of Fannie Mae’s National Advisory Committee on Community Outreach. 
Between 2009 to 2015, she had been a member of the Manhattan Community Board 3, 
assigned to the Human Services, Health, Disability and Senior/ Youth & Education Committee. 
Currently, she is the Board Secretary of Apicha Community Health Center. 

Deborah Lauter, Executive Director, NYC Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes (OPHC) 

Deborah was appointed as the first Executive Director of the NYC 

Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes in August, 2019. She brings 

three decades of experience working against hate acts and bigotry. 

Formerly a senior vice-president for the Anti-Defamation League 

(ADL), Deborah’s past work helped build training and education 

programs to provide schools, law enforcement officials, and 

communities with the resources to target the roots of hatred. During 

her tenure as ADL’s National Civil Rights Director, the organization 

led the national coalition that secured passage of the Matthew 

Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Federal Hate Crimes Act, and she 

worked closely with tech companies to address hate on the internet.  

Deborah is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, and 

received her J.D. from Cardozo School of Law. 

Inspector Tommy Ng, Commanding Officer, Asian Hate Crimes Task Force, NYPD 

On July 8, 1988, Inspector Ng immigrated to the United States from 
Hong Kong at the age of 16. In 1995, he had a chance encounter with 
Police Officer William Ng from Brooklyn South Task Force, who 
shared the intricacies of his job as a police officer, particularly the 
direct impact on people’s lives. His influence had such a profound 
impact that Inspector Ng knew he wanted to follow his footsteps. 
Within a year after graduating from Brooklyn College, Inspector Ng 
was sworn in as a NYPD police officer in 1997 and embarked on his 
career in law enforcement. In April 2003, he was promoted to 
Sergeant, then Lieutenant in May 2006, Captain in August 2010, 
Deputy Inspector in March 2016, and Inspector in November 2018. To 
date, Inspector Ng is the only Asian-American who has ever served 
as the Commanding Officer in two patrol precincts with predominantly 

Chinese-speaking communities. In his 24-year police career, he has served the three largest 
Asian communities in New York City: 109th Precinct in Flushing, Queens; 72nd Precinct in Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn; and 5th Precinct in Chinatown, Manhattan. Inspector Ng also served as the 
President of the NYPD Asian Jade Society from 2008 to 2010.  

 
Inspector Ng holds a B.S. in Business Management and Finance from Brooklyn College and is a 
graduate from the Columbia University Police Management Institute. He is fluent in five Chinese 
dialects.   

 
 



Xiaomin Zhao, Senior Community Liaison, New York City Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit 
(CAU) 
 

Xiaomin has been the Senior Community Liaison at the New York City 

Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit (CAU) since 2018. Working in public 

service for over a decade, she has extensive experience and 

relationships with the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) 

community throughout the five boroughs. Her unique position in 

organizing community leaders and collaborating within the Administration 

led to several City priorities including: support for immigrant parents in 

public schools, support for e-bike delivery workers, advocacy for small 

businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, better access to 

language and interpretation services when seeking City services, and the 

development of the “Stop Asian Hate” public campaign to address anti-

Asian hate crimes and bias incidents.  

Prior to CAU, Xiaomin worked at the Offices of U.S. Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez, NYC 

Council Member Margaret S. Chin, former NYC Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, and 

NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson. Xiaomin and her family immigrated to the United States 

when she was a teenager. She grew up in Manhattan’s Chinatown and graduated from Smith 

College. 


