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NYC’s New Fleet of Solar Light Towers 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman 
 
In December 2017, DCAS announced the completion of its first 
long-term contract for solar-electric portable light towers. As we 
begin a busy spring season, we now have our first 55 solar 
units in operation Citywide.  
  
NYC operates nearly 600 portable light towers to help us light 
up areas for outdoor special events, security needs, late night 
road repairs, or during power outages and storm emergencies. 
These units are critical security and emergency assets and 
DCAS has led an effort, post-Hurricane Sandy, to increase our 
resources for this type of equipment. 
  
In the past, our only option was to procure diesel light 
towers. These use a lot of fuel, are high maintenance, noisy, 
and must be manually turned on and off with each use. Our 
new solar-electric light towers offer the chance to change all 
that. The solar panels charge electric batteries during the day, 
enabling zero emission lighting at night. The units are silent, low maintenance, use improved 
LED lighting, and can be programmed to turn on and off remotely. The units offer the prospect 
of zero emissions and vastly reduced maintenance costs. As a contingency, we have 
procured some units with backup emergency fuel tanks in case of extended emergency 
operations.  
  
With the support of DCAS, the Parks Department has led the implementation with 40 units 
now in operation. NYPD, which helped develop the contract specifications, has introduced 
four units, the Department of Transportation has five, and the Department of Sanitation has 
six initial units.  
  
We will be following the progress of these units closely as they enter their first full year of 
use. We look forward to further transforming this aspect of our off-road operations to zero 
emission, sustainable technologies.   

 

 

 

 

 



A Special Congrats to Warren Deitz at NYC 
Parks 
  
Speaking of NYC Parks, a special shout-out from 
DCAS Fleet, especially the ex-Parkies, to Warren 
Deitz, soon to retire after 45 years of dedicated 
park supervision and commitment to NYC public 
spaces. Park supervisors are on the front lines, 
ensuring all New Yorkers have clean and safe 
park spaces to recreate, exercise, and escape the 
daily bustle. With all he’s accomplished in an 
extraordinarily long public service career, Warren 
also had a special commitment and focus on safe 
driving and maintaining a crash-free career. With 
everything the City is doing to advance Vision 
Zero, drivers like Warren are still the key to 
keeping our roads, and parks, safe. His son John will maintain the family legacy at Parks. 
Many thanks and congratulations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 256, March 15, 2019: Fleet Loses Two of its Own  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 255, March 8, 2019: Reducing Maintenance Costs with Electric 
Vehicles  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 254, February 28, 2019: Fleet Celebrates Black History Month  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 253, February 22, 2019: Fleet in Local Law  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 252, February 8, 2019: NYPD Represents NYC Fleet  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLVy9n2Zkyu3B4J_WO6ckOWbdalS9GFwBdytaLWNF0Ubr6xCODCtt2Wcx76WQBSqd3MMPPfoszClsDY2dUliaGXTcLesr1mPP6KmQK6ThSwpxcYHCI7-3v_APIrgZPK5F6DuL86Pg065esUIn0ff_fbwKbO_3VVU8VdT8oGm_pWARtqYtGk_lRV6DDTM3virmaALO_Ok_2t7yyhxm-gjEIsGdrAKuvxym2oMJGpLFhn4pb&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV7z2JsV-UfcQVB54PjVdvFeaODlSlhEz2D-kppLdq6ou8rGTPZ6mPORgCV9kSzQtvfGzPJAReq8bcVDMv4eYN1CisVFkA950yKFZVMKHbrPqPyOpS6qQ5c_4IFmN7EXOWh0e-oV-KAxoY8aHJWaXeq-Qhy7HvDhC_QGOK1C0ndGv104Zu2dIMThKhoYhOcWnVpahgXF6mhkHJLL6mD6N-RoxaeO75WRcg0FNSCYK218omx-LPdWUjES_eP-RD9BXtyJE0F0bGXve&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV_RAIiQKJHy8GVdMLhARRV9NJDDCAcUobIMZFPi3HXkkoEpnnhzfg82isBLucSp4tQiXmCyrwB26PXqyDfLebVtDuAxiotf-k72lqYAc4OTvq_JtmPDgEAKbzq0m_06rUFhJh2QvT1H26f7n23ysBQIbe7cJsoD6xIsZ5mbl8pT3MWlaNZr5tMxkO2mzagw6DFYoiW_zg7biqdNEo-sn8sxrETevhDsue3o4IrRnm14-GzeW0gY-QT36GkMvNIgmLw==&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV1wxu2sgh9oyTo38aQsMiVu5IGbwNhCKVfI3fQwCarcuzk2Pqz-Bv-Ccdqk3DtkVUMie9nn-yOfN_0FuzL8PtUx-cXHJdK5iWjZLvJ1bNkxq8paFtMqr5i1NYqJ-VK5_ZVJASVfqCd166BsEpReLkNPIAfeOcgILIGliRPv3Rle8S7HycxkmN_CpOqXioDT7n3syaagnHs8W3dBWvCAd0x_m9gAQS-f6LQKPYl1Mt66a&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV_lAjy7yZ6IPUAPRoLV-o1zz13bBw0pqGic5cJTVWKLEtVXxOXbha7wvJqBzAWSRhq9J42sT2atSab4gGMEUQmiijMKgNnISzb0dMSU2euI6w-8e994OlV6OH1Voo6UmmEHvP9F1Lr2HBpZ3HIfw9v1_VtINE8OCQiwirrL6YY5U7aHeXGmZcal9jOruGvnGxauy8sesQoTQsd5ulVkhNyZyju_-gR4pj7oT5BNVZ5dU1SuyEmO8faQ_VE03ueu35CmjQJaxPfR2&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLVwR7aB3XDtVZKpBbtB3GIKyjJUflLZAFo3m4K_KlHuNNx7xZZqB0f3IzfbjPfP9YAEPAW0F9yRmVZpNFfCqqNqProY74NikToJKvFqxTjTwjwnyacIGT3rimKW5YV3iV4rt6QmPqf_hL&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV5-hCUzW3th8Mm42PfycenRNkT0icAgChB6vRnyKnpOilDZoEozKry4EnjvP_yWZCVIvn6sweO2rdH2w0q24Q10lPrkjLUWPB3qoBu24Z1jd&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLV5-hCUzW3th8U7q9q96E-Sqy_JJRQtnEuuZHAGvm_yvbxmCMWTZx2y1zReJYeam-kvFIAvegco-2BgTqxDuQatOl7xaVbd_zEA==&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001My1etyWpZ4baJhpvjsYLJEfu8WbGdJ8Sq2MFBy3a_pPSbExc0mMLVyFbgAfjDVcXTiK5IKBuLVmeQMKAqRbWKu3Kcay4Xivk8yCN8OhCqkoM2jkD9Eo_OCxMDznwXEGUSknHk-bwoC2JGXxGR6p9cjdfI4xJ4AF5&c=lDzhwqOM2of3hEXlUFgGuORH0cbd5CfT3XazF_XtJoFRh_ygSpPuaw==&ch=gXNOoCadTjDi8DlhebhODz63u2SQj7NWhDaxAbJ9ymqImv_wX7Bgrg==
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