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Back To Basics: Buckle Up 
 

By: Keith Kerman  
 

At NYC Fleet, we are proud to push 
the limits of clean and safe 
technology. With our solar carports, 
hybrid police cars and ambulances, 
biofuels, telematics, electric 
vehicles, and truck side-guards, we 
are on the cutting edge all the time.  
 
However, today’s newsletter brings 
us back to some basics including a 
technology first developed in 1959: 
the seat belt. Through our 
telematics tracking, we get a daily insight into many safety indicators including speeding, hard 
accelerating and braking, harsh cornering, and crashes. We also see each day which cars 
have drivers not buckling up. The seat belt non-compliance list should be zero each 
day. It’s not.   
 
Buckling up is common sense and the law. In FY19, 93% of the injuries from NYC Fleet 
crashes were suffered by drivers or passengers of vehicles. The first step in keeping everyone 
safe is for the driver to buckle up and to make sure their passengers do as well. If there’s any 
problem with your seat belt, get the vehicle into the shop immediately.  
 
We will keep every seat belt in good working order. Our drivers need to keep every one in 
use! 

 

 

 

 

 

As this reminder from NHTSA addresses below, buckling up applies to trucks and specialized 
equipment as much as light duty vehicles. The most likely victim of not buckling up is the 
driver who doesn’t buckle up. Passengers are also at risk from these unsafe and illegal 
practices. The City will also be at risk to cover health and workers compensation costs. 
Everyone loses.  
 
As part of Mayor de Blasio’s Vision Zero, we are designing our fleet units to be safer, 
implementing telematics to help monitor safe driving practices, and training tens of thousands 
of employees.  
 
With all that, five simple steps can help keep our drivers, passengers, and the general public 
safe: 



 
· Slow down.  
· Don’t tailgate. Keep safely behind the vehicle in front.  
· Focus on the road. Avoid distractions including hand-held and hands-free phones, 
and texting.  
· Drive cautiously.  
· BUCKLE UP!  
 
DCAS will be distributing the seat belt compliance lists to all agencies on a daily basis. Please 
stay off the list. Keep safe, obey the law, and set the right example. Thank you.   
  

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter  
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 278, September 30, 2019: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Parks Supervisor 

Jose Baez, 5-Boro  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 277, September 18, 2019: NYC Fleet in MMR: More Electric Than 

Ever  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 276, September 9, 2019: DCAS Adds School Buses To Fleet Tracking  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 275, August 26, 2019: Happy Labor Day  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 274, August 19, 2019: Fleet Gets Younger After $249 Million Fleet 

Renewal  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TWDDIZdUUk9YuwJsafmvvvvmxUomg0cM_lAwDeJWCansyQ6-c87NtEwFkxZQHqQXpp-Uvz6fLQ7qGoC0sJ4N-HCEhxtz7ILlEMnp0z-bWKgdnEjtF75fL_8eXfWypvgqBWEnbKVXlgbpiWZ6DIvQBnLT2KRmZuDVi95-4oVyH9OcGq-iQLKdRYAHK6hlbb4FF6Otw01_8eyOCs2_oNFZAgb0OVBPQqWoUq3brjIWxGJsgq84ahlK0MiIjltjxYRyWVmercR7-U2kzb9sahvzradw5QXc1KAGYRp8T9zijbDnl6sco0jpXf0oeJWm2RVn55GTEgfhx70%3D%26c%3Df_6oB0qnBnm4dZsxOBS3xCbYchB16Qm2XAaRPzB7GtX0x9pOJST7tw%3D%3D%26ch%3D-rCYAPt9pfzGnQZmVgRpWFGvSwla-cpa7Xw-atZts-k1x9DM4PNXNA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C6deee239a18e4478751208d74b49f6bb%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637060653374600648&sdata=8C1nXNrVQRCfGTX6aZXOZqozUVXp71LlkJXJi%2Ba1ENc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TWDDIZdUUk9YuwJsafmvvvvmxUomg0cM_lAwDeJWCansyQ6-c87NtJEN36kHg_8rIdwIhG2eTHiGnx5GA1Hbv1vdUECCFlk_7yVigzKwdtQPUPzf8rxGOr2JGuu26h6rHdqYeMKv-y_wyiKAGsL0srt2DSl-1onXqlKPXceSKJohxwfb8_9dFlGTJFItMqg9vRPxWgh2FDf_KcBuIei7ZHZ3VrIxsp2CJqEUS9iiKE01_54xRGAC6aP8rVm2ssWPH0EQBhF_5I0QQKzE_2LD3OU5TD8rXWpNkzFU3tWddrwpUW8u7zfhkm2I1M2oQ3TF%26c%3Df_6oB0qnBnm4dZsxOBS3xCbYchB16Qm2XAaRPzB7GtX0x9pOJST7tw%3D%3D%26ch%3D-rCYAPt9pfzGnQZmVgRpWFGvSwla-cpa7Xw-atZts-k1x9DM4PNXNA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C6deee239a18e4478751208d74b49f6bb%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637060653374600648&sdata=2%2BB0FK%2BOn%2BsCL%2Ffx11h%2Bj7aTLWLqk0%2FXNA5jpTe0e%2BY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TWDDIZdUUk9YuwJsafmvvvvmxUomg0cM_lAwDeJWCansyQ6-c87NtFAIcGgu24r-P1Bc5OuIWUWuuD_rMu-pc4wdAAeKhV7j-dfFfFiK2a8Ke1ecPiQxt6zf0cth8NBNhMz-qAfHK7mXu1hiLPx9V7Q59tHAlL92z0NeMy-KuzQxjJLUX5G6D6_KmYoWMzIyEwXA18EqQUCAiBXFSjhzmLkBfRlCL6khWx8tyIXXg6V3mtJXWq1ZT5a-P0lEnSyFMmGW3a3ZXUuHWxwLJ4-KyzVVjGJqjEYBY4s_M6QWtFdQieVNFgjyxA%3D%3D%26c%3Df_6oB0qnBnm4dZsxOBS3xCbYchB16Qm2XAaRPzB7GtX0x9pOJST7tw%3D%3D%26ch%3D-rCYAPt9pfzGnQZmVgRpWFGvSwla-cpa7Xw-atZts-k1x9DM4PNXNA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C6deee239a18e4478751208d74b49f6bb%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637060653374610645&sdata=Nx3UfmfBEB9BrYkKC9jmI%2F2R3QwT%2FSOvh9FecQuZNro%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TWDDIZdUUk9YuwJsafmvvvvmxUomg0cM_lAwDeJWCansyQ6-c87NtJ0BUXHg1Bc-QCqq1XLEoly-BxmKWSr0DYb_3PZgUps2M1MbCrClBcop__qDxV1xk8xfZEZ4urwLFKEnXqbEoTKxFnG8O02bDmZKrCt-xLOpKj0rzEZ6JxKlWHmYwmk2CWLCAex-_Sq6A70Aw38YlqcrstxUXEucw3D9_2xAmOXWwuoDu4yHozRCEYsyV-ObX_OhKv21pHJZmq9WJGfY-XulWGGAygPzcg%3D%3D%26c%3Df_6oB0qnBnm4dZsxOBS3xCbYchB16Qm2XAaRPzB7GtX0x9pOJST7tw%3D%3D%26ch%3D-rCYAPt9pfzGnQZmVgRpWFGvSwla-cpa7Xw-atZts-k1x9DM4PNXNA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C6deee239a18e4478751208d74b49f6bb%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637060653374610645&sdata=La%2BnJdheWi%2FxVeTw%2BOThXzbU9gUDJDYseai13kq%2BBLw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TWDDIZdUUk9YuwJsafmvvvvmxUomg0cM_lAwDeJWCansyQ6-c87NtInIx4SqhgsqjWlxnv_838mf19kWZX831EtmpHJhP1a9YTpC0tgy09sC9Go8306dk_0IDCeOj-BRBwhdDni5Wg909I_bKIKme1bOCvIv0CbqjquNKPfm58_ZBUvpuw5fmTlio0s2hO9ol8hqTb266AKIAPSXRlzx42K5xPQPfIv6AlaSYFTQiVDDxIPgQjTz0SC7m9kYljndM1DG_VtX_k8BauR7YJVqFVB7EIwuaDQ9u-ybv_9ZMWB-8vs8xMNUQvt68cDLesavPBpAVzqou0U%3D%26c%3Df_6oB0qnBnm4dZsxOBS3xCbYchB16Qm2XAaRPzB7GtX0x9pOJST7tw%3D%3D%26ch%3D-rCYAPt9pfzGnQZmVgRpWFGvSwla-cpa7Xw-atZts-k1x9DM4PNXNA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C6deee239a18e4478751208d74b49f6bb%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637060653374610645&sdata=bE6yf3vYIk1h%2B0SSDWI1XhoroPgodcgeFwUsIHT%2BZH4%3D&reserved=0
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