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Like much of the nation, New York
City is preparing for the onslaught
of winter weather and frigid
temperatures. But that’s not
stopping the city from relying on
biodiesel to power its fleet and heat
municipal buildings. B20 use has
even been introduced for trucking
and snowplow operations in the
winter! 

The largest municipal fleet in the
country, New York requires all city
fleet vehicles and equipment to use

B20 biodiesel from April through November, and B5 from December through March.
However, biodiesel has performed so successfully that the city has started some
B20 use year-round. In fact, NYC vehicles used more than 2 million gallons of B20
during the winters of 2017 and 2018 without any cold weather issues.  

“We have used B20 successfully in the colder months,” said Keith Kerman, Deputy
Commissioner, Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS).  “The real
issue there is the mix, whether you mix with a D1 heavily winterized fuel or what we
call our winterized D2.  When I was at the Parks Department in the late 2000s, we
used B20 and D1 for the entire fleet over three consecutive winters and it was very
successful."

There are many misconceptions about biodiesel’s cold weather performance.  Just
like with petroleum diesel, a few simple precautions can ensure that biodiesel-
powered vehicles and equipment run smoothly all winter.  They include:

Use high-quality fuel that meets the ASTM spec purchased from a reputable
supplier.
Be sure to discuss fuel options with your supplier to ensure that both the diesel
fuel and biodiesel are blended only after meeting their respective
specifications.
Develop a good fuel management plan, in partnership with your supplier, that
includes additization (just like for regular diesel) to improve cold weather
operability.
Test fuel periodically to verify its cold weather properties.
Make sure you understand your fuel’s cold flow characteristics and have
appropriate fuel handling and storage plans in place.
Remain diligent on your tank maintenance program to help ensure fuel
cleanliness.
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Watch this video to learn more about New York City's experience with biodiesel and
biobased products. 

The National Biodiesel Board is funded in part by the United Soybean Board
and state soybean board checkoff programs.
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