
 

 

 

CreateNYC Disability Forward Fund:  FAQs 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Q: Can I submit 2 different applications for 2 different projects? 

A: In this pilot year, we are accepting only one application per lead organization. While you can 

be a partner on more than 1 application, a lead applicant organization can only submit 1 

application. 

 

Q: If I am a disabled artist working on 2 different projects led (and paid) by 2 different 

organizations, both of whom are applying, is that allowable? 

A: Yes. Each applicant organization can submit only 1 project application. So it is allowable for 

you to be working on 2 different projects with 2 different host organizations. 

 

Q: What kind of supplemental materials are we expected to submit? 

A: We are not requiring submission of ANY supplemental materials in this initiative. There is an 

opportunity to submit one link to a website that couuld provide information, work sample, project 

website, or video that is directly relevant to your proposed project. However, it is OPTIONAL.  

 

Q: Does my proposal have to fit both Fund goals: a) the creation and presentation of work by 

and/or with disabled artists, which directly or indirectly reflects the disability experience; and b) 

projects that deepen an organization’s commitment to serving audiences and/or artists with 

disabilities. 

A: No. Projects may or may not be (a) the creation and presentation of artistic work. However, 

one of the criteria for selection is the project’s impact and how your proposed project increases 

or deepens the organization’s commitment to the inclusion of people with disabilities. So, for all 

proposed projects, applicants must address (b). 

 

Q: When will we get notification on our application? 

A: Notifications will go out in July.  

 

 

 

PROGRAMMATIC ELIGIBILITY 

Q: Can individual artists apply for the Disability Forward Fund? 

A: No. Only organizations that are members of the Cultural Institutions Group or received 

Cultural Development Fund grants in FY2018 are eligible to apply. However, these 

organizations may partner with or hire artists to participate in their projects.  

 

Q: Are partnerships allowable? 

A: Yes. 

 

Q: Does my artistic project have to have a disability theme? 

A: No. The creation and presentation of work, by and/or with disabled artists - can directly or 

indirectly reflect the disability experience. “Directly” meaning work created by and with disabled 



 

 

 

CreateNYC Disability Forward Fund:  FAQs 

artists about the disability experience; and “indirectly” meaning work that involves disabled 

artists and cultural workers, but is not necessarily about the disability experience. 

 

Q: Is staff training allowable? 

A: Yes, as long as you show that your proposed project is directly geared toward engaging 

disabled cultural workers as the focal-point of your project. The Fund seeks to expand 

opportunities for the field to address persistent barriers to participation and careers in the arts 

for diverse disability communities throughout the city. Project goals include advancing the 

employment of people with disabilities working as artists and cultural workers. 

 

Q: Can we request support for bringing in a disabled artist we have not yet identified to work on 

an existing program that brings in [youth] audiences with disabilities? 

A: Yes. You will have an opportunity in your narrative to explain what led to this project, why 

now, and how the proposed project allows you to deepen your work in this area. If you have not 

yet identified this artist, explain how you plan to identify, engage, and work with this individual.  

 

Q: We have been working with a disabled artist on an existing program in classrooms. Could we 

apply for a grant that brings in an interpreter to further this artist’s work within those 

classrooms? 

A: Yes, but your project must address how doing so would deepen your organization’s 

commitment to working with the disabled artist and/or participants. 

 

Q:  If my project engages disabled artists living in another city, but I’m applying for the editing 

portion of the project which takes place in NYC, would our project be eligible? 

A: Assuming that the editing portion of your project is the focal point of your proposed project, 

you must make a case for how that editing process directly serves and helps you to deepen 

your engagement with the disabled artists. Your proposed project activities must take place in 

NYC. 

 

 

BUDGET 

Q: Is there a match requirement to this grant? And should my grant request be a certain 

percentage of my proposed project budget? 

A: No. There is no match requirement. However, if your project budget exceeds your grant 

request amount (of 10K, 20K, or 35k), you must provide details in your budget for other income 

sources to balance your budget. There is no pre-established formula for your grant request as a 

percentage of your proposed budget. Your proposed project budget should reflect what is 

described in your project narrative, and reflect only those expenses that are project specific. 

 

Q: Are salaries allowable as expenses? 

A: Your project budget should reflect expenses that are directly serving your project. The only 

expenses we do not allow are capital and equipment expenses with a usable life beyond the 

grant period. 
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Q: On the budget form, the Notes section includes a field for itemizing the budget line. Are we 

limited to what you can see on the printed form or will panelists see what everything that is 

written in that field? 

A: The notes field is limited to 150 characters including spaces. So there is more to that field 

than what you see. However, we would recommend that you avoid overly lengthy notes. The 

field is there to break down your line items. For example: identifying equipment and rental fees, 

quantity, supply/cost, etc. for a break down of Equipment Rental/Supplies. 

 

Q: If our proposed project is a new work production that includes disabled artists in the cast and 

will open in a different city before having a NYC run, would we include the entire production 

budget or just the part in NYC? 

A: The project budget should be focused primarily and directly on the project. And that project 

must be focused on engaging disabled artists (or cultural workers, or audiences); how you plan 

to do that and how doing so will deepen your commitment to including disabled artists. The 

project budget should reflect that work. And that work must take place in NYC. It will not be 

competitive if you are requesting funds to merely support accommodation expenses. The 

project itself must be intentional about engaging with the disabled individuals you have identified 

as the focal point of your project. 

 

Q: What kind of expenses could be included in the Accessibility accommodations line in the 

Project Budget? 

A:  That line is for whatever accommodations you are making for working with or serving people 

with disabilities through your proposed project. For example: if your project involves engaging 

people who are hard of hearing, you might hire a captioning service to provide live captioning for 

the program. You might hire an ASL interpreter. You might produce printed pieces in alternative 

formats such as large print or Braille or digital versions for people. However, capital or 

equipment purchases that is usable beyond the grant term are not allowable. All expenses must 

be project specific, for programmatic access. 

 

 

 

If you need further assistance, please email createnycsupport@culture.nyc.gov or call (212) 

513-9300.  
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