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CHAI R WALCOTT: Good afternoon to all.
It's a pleasure to see all of you here, and
it's great -- | got to tell you, it's great
to be out here. And for those who know, it's
been a | ot of great things in working with
Staten Island over the years in my various
parts of my life.

So thankful to see a | ot of people that
| had relationships with before and it's a
pl easure to be here, and that the Urban
League we are -- well, two bl ocks away from
here exactly. So, it's a pleasure to be
her e.

And if | could ask Joseph to take the
roll and then we'll kick it off. And ny
apol ogies for starting a couple m nutes | ate.
There m ght be other people comng in and
signing up as well. My name i s Dennis
Wal cott, and | have the honor of being the
Chai r.

Joseph.

MR. MALI GNO: Dennis Wal cott?

CHAI R WALCOTT: ' m here.

MR. MALI GNO: Honorable Marilyn D. Go.
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COMM SSI ONER GO Her e.

MR. MALI GNO: Maria Mateo?
(No response).

MR. MALI GNO: Joshua Schne
(No response).

MR. MALI GNO: Lisa Sorin?

(No response).

ps?

MR. MALI GNO: Monsi gnor Kevin Sullivan?

COWM SSI ONER SULLI VAN: He
MR. MALI GNO: Kai - Ki Wong?

(No response).

re.

MR. MALI GNO: Maf M sbah Uddi n?

(No response).
MR. MALI GNO: M chael Schn
COMM SSI ONER SCHNALL: Her
MR. MALI GNO: Kristen John

all ?
e.

son?

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON: | ' m here

virtually.
MR. MALI GNO: Yovan Sanuel

(No response).

Col | ado?

MR. MALI GNO: Gregory Kirschenbaunt?

(No response).

MR. MALI GNO: Marc Wir zel ?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Marc wi |

join us

| at er
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(i naudi bl e) .

MR. MALI GNO: Kevin Hanratty?

MR. HANRATTY: Her e.

MR. MALIGNO: Darrin Porcher?

(No response).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. And several of
our Comm ssion menbers will be joining
virtually over a period of time. Conm ssion
Wiur zel, Sorin (inaudible) and our Executive
Director Dr. John Flateau is also virtual
t oday.

And before we start with our testinony,
one of (inaudible) to kick it off, but first,
|'"d i ke to ask Comm ssioner Schnall, our
Comm ssioner from Staten |Island, to say a
coupl e words.

M chael .

COWM SSI ONER SCHNALL: Thank you, Chair
Wal cott. My nane is M ke Schnall . | am t he
| one I sl ander on this panel. Welcome to The
Rock, for all of you folks who aren't from
Staten |Island, and thank you to everyone
within this room and watching virtually

t oday. It's super inportant that Staten
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| sl and's voice is heard. Not often are we
considered in a |lot of citywi de efforts and
sometimes we're actually forgotten. But |
think today is a perfect exanple of how when
sonmething is really inmportant to us, we al
come out and speak up and we share our views
and opinions and we're here to |listen.

| know as a |lone Islander, | carry the
burden of over 500,000 people who want to be
adequately represented in the New York City
Council. And so, again, thank you for com ng
out . Pl ease be honest with us, share your
opi ni on, continue to engage with us
t hroughout the sumer and the fall, and
hopefully we're going to get this right.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, M chael.
And we're going to ask the Judge to say a
coupl e of words before we kick it off with
the testi mony.

COMM SSI ONER GO:  This is the | ast of
t he hearings that we're going to have before
t he Comm ssion (inaudible), but | just wanted

to thank you all for com ng. lt's inmportant
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to keep on and express your voice. And the
reason it's inportant is that voting is so
critical to our organization of government.
And as a Supreme Court recognized (inaudible)
many, many, many years ago, the concept of
one person, one vote (inaudible) so much
applies that are (inaudible) and our | egal
rights, that our right to vote is protected.
And that the concept of protecting the
Constitution is the protection of the | aw.

So, part of that is making sure that
your vote is incorporated (inaudible) and
that's why we go through this exercise of
redistricting. And in New York City, that's
really necessary. But the Constitution also
requires that a census be taken every
10 years. And the current census that was
taken in 2020 shows a tremendous growth in
New York City. So, we have to redistrict
many of the districts in this city.

And |'m going to ask our counsel here
to just very briefly explain the |egal
constraints that we operate under. But

before I do that, | want to again thank you
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for comng and participating in this
proceedi ng.

MS. PYUN: Good afternoon, everyone.
My name is Grace Pyun, and |'m Gener al
Counsel to the Comm ssion. And just for
everyone, as the Judge nentioned, you know,
we passed out some information for you
regardi ng some of the criteria and the | aws
that apply to the Comm ssion in draw ng for
the City Council district map.

So, | just wanted to just give you a
very brief summary, but again this
information is also avail able on our website
and you can al ways request it as well. |
only have the printed out version of it.

So, as the Judge nmentioned, we are
redistricting. Our requirenents are to
provi de the decennial census taken every
ten years. This is based on the one-person,
one-vote doctrine of the U S. Constitution.
So, we want to make sure that every
ten years, the district lines are being drawn
to take into account the changi ng popul ati on

sizes and the demographic of the popul ation.
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So, that's one, the U. S. Constitution that
ki nd of underpins all of that.

The second is the Federal Voting Rights
Act of 1965. We want to make sure that, you
know, the districting plans, making the
protection of certain racial and | anguage
m norities that are protected under the
Federal Voting Rights Act, and that as these
maps are being drawn, we're not diluting any
of those votes. And, you know, there's
anal ysis that's undertaken to do this, that
the Comm ssion is undertaking, as part of
this process as well, and the City Charter
reflects this criteria in that it
specifically request for an effective
representation of those groups.

But first and forenost, also, we al so
have the -- as part of the one-person,
one-vote requirenment, we also have the
popul ati on deviation rule under the newly
passed State |aw, which basically limts the
differences in the popul ati on of each
district. So, we want to make sure they're

as equal as possible. But there is a State
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| aw t hat says the difference between the nost
popul ous and the | east popul ous district in
the map shall not exceed 5 percent of the
average population of all districts. So,
that 5 percent deviation can be done with
several conmmunications, but there is that
fundamental 5 percent |imation. So, | just
wanted to make that point.

And as well, we have the City Charter,
of course, that |lays out the criteria and the
order in which that criteria must be appli ed.
And in addition to the popul ati on devi ati ons
and the Voting Rights Act, considering the
criteria that | just mentioned, we also have
to make sure that we keep nei ghborhoods and
communities of interests intact.

| know we've gotten a |ot of testinmony
so far fromthe public on this, so that's
really hel pful for the Comm ssion. W want
to make sure that the districts shapes are
conpact shapes, not too narrow and w de, you
know, we want to maintain their shapes. W
want to limt crossover districts, meaning a

di strict having nore than one boroughs, |ike
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if there is, you know, a -- Staten I|sl and,
Brookl yn, for exanple, could be a scenario, |
mean, just hypothetically, we want to lim¢t
that, the number of crossover districts.

And we al so want to nmake sure that the
districts are contiguous, nmeaning, they are,
you know -- they're not, you know, the
district is in one piece. There could be a
river running through it, for exanple, but we
want to make sure they keep to the natural
boundari es.

So, that's the criteria and it is the
| egal basis that the Comm ssion nmust follow
under | ocal |aw, state |aw, federal |aw, so
there are a | ot of considerations to take
away .

COWM SSI ONER GO: Thank you for
(i naudi bl e).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Judge. And
al so one final piece. And then we've been
joined by Marc Wiurzel as well.

So, welconme, Marc. Marc, do you want
to say a couple words?

COWM SSI ONER WURZEL: Good afternoon,
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everybody. M name is Marc Wirzel. Sorry
l"m | at e. As most Staten |slanders know, the
sout hbound Lexi ngton Avenue |line is a horror
and kind of slowed me down. | m ssed that
3 o'clock boat, so | hustled up here on the
3:30 line and | (inaudible). ' m sure
everyone has had that experience at sonme
poi nt or anot her.

Thank you, M. Chair. | just wanted to
poi nt out to the fellow Comm ssioners that
t here was an (i naudible) and have copies, and
| think it's very relevant to the subject
matter that | think many of the people here
who are in attendance and people who are
participating by Zoom are going to be
addressing today. So, | just wanted to make
sure that everyone got to see it.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Marc.

And what we'll do, the format that
we're going to do today, is that we'll have
I n-person testimny and then we also have
people testifying virtually as well. So,

we'll do in-person, virtual, in-person,
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virtual.

Now, obviously, the elected officials
are here, we have our formal council members
here as well. We'Il have them -- (disruptive
noi se) . And so, with that being said,
would like to start with our former council
member and a former coll eague as well.

And so, Council Menber.

And al so, can you speak directly in --
because we' ||l be transcribing as well -- the
m crophone, and for any individuals who's on
t he phone or virtually, if you could nute
until it's your time to speak.

MS. ROSE: Thank you

Good afternoon, Chairman Wal cott and
the Districting Comm ssion menmbers. Welconme
to Staten |sland.

| am Debi Rose, the nost recent former
council menmber for the 49th City Counci
District and the first ever bl ack-elected
official on Staten Island. And | had the
privilege of representing the North Shore,
Staten Island for 12 years. | Iove the

Nort h Shore.
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It is good to see you, Chair Walcott,
as you are no stranger to Staten |Island and
t he uni queness herein. And | want to thank
Comm ssi oner Schnall for being our voice on
t he Comm ssi on.

The census tells a story that docunents
the historic applications of redlining, which
created barriers to housing in other parts of
Staten Island that have resulted in the
North Shore, Staten |sland being the nost
densely popul ated with the highest
concentration of blacks and Hi spanics.

While Staten Island has a relatively
smal | bl ack population, it is nmostly
concentrated in the northernnost
nei ghbor hoods of the borough. So, Mariners
Har bor, Arlington and Granite, 49,000 people.
To Rosebank, Shore Acres and Park Hill, there
are 5,600, with the Asian and bl ack
popul ati ons being the fastest grow ng
popul ati ons on Staten |sl and.

There are also nore than twi ce as many
Hi spanics living on the North Shore 49,928 in

the M d-Island, according to the 2020 census.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
15

The 49t h district is home to 32.8 percent

Hi spanics, 23.5 percent blacks, 11.3 percent
Asi ans, for a total of 67.6 percent of the
popul ation in the 49th District, making it
the nost racially and ethnically diverse
district.

The Redistricting Comm ssion is charged
by New York City Charter to ensure the fair
and effective representation of racial and
| anguage m nority groups protected by the
Voter Rights Act and to keep nei ghbor hoods
and communities intact. | can't think of any
ot her district in Staten Island that benefits
that criteria that was set by the City
Charter.

The disillusioned of the 49th District
as it stands now today would only serve the
di senfranchi sed communities that have
struggled to overcone the econom c, health,
educational, housing, transportation and
political disparities which exists. The
facts are that famlies on the North Shore
are rent-burdened with 49 percent paying nore

t han 35 percent or more of their househol d
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income for rent. They live in food and
transportation deserts and their children
attend subpar consistently underperform ng
school s.

For exanple, P.S. 78, Stapleton,
47 percent Hi spanic, 40 percent
African- American and 6 percent Asian, and
16 percent English | anguage | earners,
honmel ess and econom c¢ di sadvant age makes up
98 percent of the school. The econom c needs
of these schools are profound and is
exacerbated by the added need for additional
school determ nants; such as access to
heal t hcare, green spaces, healthy food,
soci al civic and nei ghborhood networks and
second | anguage support.

Our communities on the North Shore need
to be able to raise their voices in concert
to elect representatives that know and
understand the district and the constituents'
needs. That can't be acconplished if the
North Shore district is expanded into
Brookl yn or Manhattan. And besides, | am

sure that there will be other districts in
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ot her boroughs that are contiguous, that can

be extended into their boroughs, that are not

separated by a body of water -- not a river,
an ocean.
And lastly, | understand that while the

Comm ssion's goal is to redraw maps with the
average population of 172,631 members, under
the 5 percent rule, districts can have a
smal | of a population as 166,000 to 178, 000.
The current population in District 49 is
171, 145, just 1,486 people or 0.9 percent shy
of your projected goal. Frankly, | don't
understand why this isn't being considered.

We are asking you to apply the
5 percent rule and keep the North Shore
intact as it exists today. W appreciate
your efforts and ask that you develop fair
and equitable districts which recognize our
di versity, address the historic inequities
and will continue to empower all of our
resi dents.

Thank you for your attention.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your

testi mony as well.
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(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Next, we'll have
virtual.
Counsel Member?
MS. NARCI SSE: Hel l o, can you hear nme?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Looks |ike you m ght

be --
MS. NARCI SSE: Hel | 0?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Counsel Member?
MS. NARCI SSE: Yes, can you hear me?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes.
MS. NARCI SSE: Hi. Thank you, Chair
Wal cott. Can you hear me?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Hol d on one second,
Counci | Member.

(Brief pause in proceedings).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Council Menber?

MS. NARCI SSE: Can you hear me now?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes.

MS. NARCI SSE: Hi. Thank you, Chair
Wal cott and the Districting -- distinguish
members of the Redirecting Comm ssion for
hol di ng this public hearing and for the

opportunity to present testinonies, and
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you're giving opportunity to all of us to
have a voice to speak on behalf -- not only
me as a representative of my district, but
everyone that wish to talk about their
district. Thank you.

| am New York City Council Menber
Mercedes Narcisse, and | have the honor and
the privilege to represent the 46th Counci
District in Brooklyn. Allow me to publicly
t hank you. Thanks for the great service to
our city and for our crucial work in guiding
the redistricting process to conpletion, as
required by l|legal requirements set by the
U.S. Constitution, federal |aw, state |aw and
t he Charter of New York.

To make the 46th District nore conpact,

that's why I'm here. | will not go on in al
the detail of how we |ike the district. I
had the opportunity to present a map because
the idea as the federal |law, the goal is not
di luting any group's votes. And that's what
' m here to talk on behalf of the

46th District. To make up for the popul ation

loss, | will consider to join some part that
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1
2 can make our district more conpact.
3 The inclusion of different areas that
4 can make the district a whole, that we share
5 culture -- | mean, we share the cultural --
6 the different part cultural issue and as well
7 as the schooling our children goes, different
8 t hings that make the district a whole can
9 make it more progressive for the time that we
10 live in.
11 This revision, the map that | have sent
12 will exhibit the map that | have subm tted,
13 that will nmeet the popul ation requirenment as
14 well. So, | have all sent down to -- online
15 t hat you can see it. We share the
16 simlarities, the culture, and |I'm | ooking
17 forward to represent a district that's
18 conpact and that we can advance and we can
19 address the inequities that we have been
20 tal ki ng about.
21 So, | thank you for your time. | wil
22 not take long. And thank you for the
23 opportunity to talk to you. And we released
24 the map as well as some extra testinmony. I
25 don't want to take too |long because | know so
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many folks would like to testify as well, so

t hank you for your tinme.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Counci l
Member. Thank you for your subm ssion as
wel | .

We' ve al so been joined by our
Comm ssi on Member Lisa Sorin.

And next, we have the Five-Borough Man
who literally have been a Five-Borough Man.
So, if you ever hear --

MR. STANFORD: Excluding Manhattan. |

didn't join you in Manhatt an.

There's a m scomuni cati on. | just
want to informthe Executive Director and the
Chair |like a recipe, you hold public hearings
here at Staten |sland Borough Hall, you need

to specify where exactly you're holding it.
' Cause | showed the PALS ID -- | showed the
PALS ID this (indicating), because | forgot
had this (indicating), but either one stil
tell himthe same story. He refused to tell
me where exactly this public hearing is
scheduled to be held. And it got to the

poi nt where | wanted to either give himny
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ri ght

hear i
hel d.

room

hand, nmy right knee or which.

So, in the future, if you have public

ngs here, specify where it's going to be
And see if you could get a bigger

Al so, don't start public hearings

before 6 p.m at a time people are still

wor Ki

ng. | see the MIA which (inaudible) far

away do that. Don't imtate the MIA. That's

not very slick

The City Council should have 50

menbers, not 51. This is what you can do:

Take

District 51 and coll aborate with

District 49, within District 51 and District

50.

Because we only have two shores here in

Staten Island, which becanme G lligan's Island

followi ng Hurricane Sandy, north and sout h.

And as you know, | don't live here in
Staten |sl and. | Iive in Bronx. Il Tive in
Pol o Grounds Yankee Stadium which, |like this
borough, you say -- you're the forgotten

borough. The Bronx is small and this one's

smal |

) So, therefore, we don't need three

City Council districts. W don't need three

State Assenbly districts. W don't need
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three State Assenmbly -- we don't need three
commercial districts. W only need two. A
smal | (i naudible), cut the m ddle man out.

And al so, | see you. Please, in the
future, don't start public hearings before
6 p.m Okay? That's not very slick.

Pl ease, okay? So -- 'cause | just know that
when | check the website, | notice that the
public hearing next month are schedul ed for
4 p.m So, if the schedules are at 4 p.m,
then that shows you weren't listening. And
as an old saying goes, "Your hard head wll
give you a soft behind." Food for thought.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.

And next we'll have virtual.

Counci| Menmber, are you on?

MS. DE LA ROSA: Yes. Hi , good
afternoon, Comm ssioners, and thank you for
t he opportunity to testify today.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good afternoon to you.

MS. DE LA ROSA: Yes. | am Carmen De
La Rosa, and I am the current council member

for District 10 in Upper Manhattan.
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| was elected to serve on the counci
in 2020. And prior to that, | served as a
State Assembl ywoman for District 72 for
al most five years. Alnmost wholly -- the
72nd District is alnmost wholly contained
within the District 10. | grew up on the
northern end of the district in Inwood, and I
am proudly raising my daughter here as well.

Both as resident and as an el ected
representative, | value the richness of this
district and the opportunities it has
afforded so many who have conme and gone
t hroughout the decades, and those of us who
have been fortunate to stay. Nevert hel ess,
| ' m not shocked by the realty of the
popul ati on decline in District 10, nor of the
reports of census undercounts and doubl e
counting of certain demographics.

Our communities have been through a
lot. And even so, their exhaustive efforts
to make thensel ves counted in the | ast census
I's comendabl e. | nevitably, District 10 must
grow by at | east 10,000 people. And in

determning in which direction to go, | ask
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the Comm ssion to take into account the
communities of interests to the north and
east in the Bronx, as well as the a bit south
i n Manhattan. Our communities on all sides,
both further down south in Manhattan and to
the east, to the north and east in the Bronx
are politically and socially connected.

| welcome all new residents in this pro
-- as this process will take shape. | ask
the Comm ssion to take into account as well
t he i nmpact that our recently passed rezoning
wi Il have on District 10 in the next decade.
New zoning will bring with it more housing
units and in turn new residents. A district
on the | ower deviation would address this
reality and ensure that all residents in the
next decade have an equal ability to elect a
candi date of its choice for years to cone.

| appreciate the opportunity. | wil
be submtting this testinony as well and
listening to the voices of those people who
l'ive in Upper Manhattan and share this great
district with me.

Thank you so much for the opportunity,
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and | |look forward to the second set of
hearings. Thank you.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.
Our next in-person will be Kathl een
Ri ver a.
Kat hl een Ri vera?
MS. RIVERA: Good afternoon. "' m not a

public speaker, so | am going to be reading
straight from nmy notes.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Not a problem

MS. RI VERA: It's a script. Good
afternoon, Comm ssion Menbers and ny fell ow
concerned citizens. |'m so happy to see so
many turned out.

My name is Kathleen Rivera. ' m a
resi dent of West Brighton in City Counci
District 49 on the North Shore of Staten
| sl and. The possibility that our district
could be nmerged with an area in Brooklyn or
Manhattan is unacceptable. North Shore has
nothing in common with those areas, neither
ethnically, socioeconomcally or racially.

For exanple, the recent redistricting

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
27

of our assenmbly district to include Lower
Manhattan and Battery Park City, conbi ne our
existing district, one with the highest
concentration of Staten |slander residents
who are |living at or below the poverty |ine
reside within an area listed in city-data.com
as having a medi um annual income of $158, 000.

Battery Park City has a conmponent of
| uxury housing, while North Shore, Staten
| sl and has pretty nuch the highest
concentration of NYCHA devel opnents in any of
New York City's Council Districts. This will
have an elected official representing the
wants and needs of al nost dianmetrically
opposed popul ation. Crossing over into
anot her borough to right size the district to
make City Charter population for district
requi rements reduces the process to a numbers
game.

However, we are dealing with real
people's lives here. Alnmpost two-thirds of ny
community's residents are considered to be
part of a mnority group, either Hispanic,

bl acks or Asian, with very specific concerns
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among the imm grant popul ation. The voting
Ri ghts Act states that district should not be
drawn in such a way that the voting power of
racial mnority groups would be diluted. The
current constituents of District 49 would be
negatively affected by merging with any
community, especially one in another borough
t hat doesn't have the same concerns,
probl ems, issues, and needs that we need our
City Council person to address.
| urge the Comm ssion, please make sure
that the district reflects the reality of our
community, rather than numbers and |lines on a
map.
Thank you.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.
Next, virtual. Yam na Ramrez?
(No response).
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yam na Ramrez?
(No response).
CHAI R WALCOTT: If not --
MS. RAM REZ: Sorry. Hel | 0?
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Oh, hell o.

MS. RAM REZ: No, |'m sorry. That was
accidental. | didn't -- | don't have a
question. Sorry.

CHAI R WALCOTT: No, that's okay.

MS. RAM REZ: l"m sorry?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, you could go
ahead.

MS. RAM REZ: No, | said | don't have a
question. That was accidental. | was taking
notes and | pressed something. |'msorry.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Not a problem
Thank you. Continue |istening.

We'l|l have another virtual and then
we'll get back to in-person.

Adrienne Felton.

MS. FELTON: Hi, can you guys hear ne?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.

MS. FELTON: Good afternoon, Chair
Wal cott and menbers of the independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion --

CHAI R WALCOTT: Can you speak up,
pl ease.

MS. FELTON: It is with great
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di sappoi ntment that I, along with a great
deal of other Harlem residents, are faced
with the task of testifying and writing to
you regarding the redistricting |lines that
have been asked for consideration for the 9th
New York City Council District.

It is also unfortunate that there has
not been a hearing held in Harlem with such
an inpactful matter at stake. That said, it

Is my understanding that there are now nore

heari ngs being scheduled. [|'m hoping that
one will be held in Harlem We' ve been nmde
aware that it is a desire to include, |ike

NYCHA, Pol o Grounds residents fromthe Harl em
district into Washi ngton Hei ghts district.
Shoul d this happen, the 9th District
will be -- would have to move further south
down -- |ike downtown, ensuring that the
Harl em counci | seat could be represented by
someone who doesn't even live in Harlem
Currently, the southern Iine of the council
district is at approximately 106th Street
crossing over to Park Avenue.

|f the southern |lines are redrawn
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further south, perhaps maybe to 71st Street,
t hat di sproportionate proposal threatens the
cultural integrity and will be severely

mar gi nali zed. That would make the 9th City
Council District the only district on the
entire Manhattan del egati on wi thout ethnic
representation.

That shared, we're opposed really to
removing the Polo Grounds fromthe 9th
Council District, which would deplete the
integrity and the historic significance of a
bl ack historic district. | f any of the
Washi ngt on Hei ghts Council District needs
i ncrease in popul ati on based on the census,
perhaps it should be considered fromthe 7th
Council District.

Thank you in advance for your
antici pated cooperation in this regard, and
appreciate your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Stephanie -- is it Chevu (phonetic)?

MS. CHEVEAU: Cheveau (phonetic).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Cheveau. M apol ogies.
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MS. CHEVEAU: Hi, everyone. Thank you,
Comm ssioners, Chair Walcott for meeting in
Staten Island this afternoon. M name is
St ephani e Cheveau, and | live in Port
Ri chmond and I've lived in Staten |Island for
approxi mately 25 years. Prior to that, |
grew up in Brooklyn and | left there, so I'm
in transpl ant.

In that time, | have truly conme to | ove
and appreciate the character that is in
North Shore, Staten |Island, the kind of
diversity that makes for an interesting
community. We have arts, we have culture, we
have restaurants, we have sone
transportation, not enough, and we have
popul ati ons that bring cultural differences
that bring interests and opportunities to
where it expands one's world.

This is the North Shore of Staten
| sl and. The 49th District has been said in
the past to be the most diverse district
within the City Council. W have a grow ng
Sout heast Asi an popul ation that's very active

here. And certainly, we have a Latino
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popul ation that | live closest to in Port
Ri chmond, and we have a wonderful kind of
relati onshi p.

These are the things that make a fabric
for a community, and we need to maintain that
fabric and not put an ocean between this part
of here and there. But we have ot her
districts in the North Shore, which currently
do include Brooklyn and have included
Brookl yn for sometime, and has made it
somewhat difficult for that fabric to be
devel oped and maintained in the various state
di stricts.

So, with that, | would propose to you
and agree with what Council Menber Rose had
said, we need to maintain the districts that
we have.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Next is virtual. Mar k Ander son.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, hi. M nanme is
Mar k Anderson. Can you hear ne?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.
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MR. ANDERSON:. Hi. | am the president
of the Westerleigh I nprovenment Society and |
would like to tal k about two issues; one of
themis that we hate the possibility of our
district noving into other boroughs. Staten
| sland is a unique borough in many ways. The
area, especially in density, the area
conprom ses 25 percent of the area of
New York City, yet it only has 6 percent of
t he popul ation of the City.

The average popul ation on Staten I|sland
is 8,000 people per square mle, whereas in
Brooklyn, it's 37,000 people per square m | e.
And Manhattan, it's 70,000 people per square
mle. So, that's nine times nore dense than
Manhattan and six -- five to six tinmes nore
dense in Brooklyn than in Staten I|sland
al one.

In Staten |Island has other issues as
well that are different from the other
boroughs. Unlike those boroughs, a | arge
percentage of Staten |slanders need to
commute using cars to get to work, school and

many rely on buses, both locally as well as
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express to Manhattan, which is unique to

the other -- as opposed to the other
boroughs. And Staten |Island and many of the
people in Staten Island also need to use a
car to get to work in New Jersey as well.

Primarily, Staten Island is known for
one and two-fam |y house which brings out the
uni que situations; such as |arge percentage
of home ownership, over taxation and other
i ssues related to property taxes and water
bills and what not . So, m xing Staten |sland
districts with the other boroughs is
probl ematic, not only for us, but for them as
wel | .

So, related to the -- our district
itself. Our district has many different
dividing lines both city and state. And our
lines really marginalize us quite
significantly. If | could just bring up the
map of the existing zoning, we're split --

have a small portion of our area that is

actually -- if you could see here, there's
the existing map of the area, and this -- |et
me see if | can point with this. Yes, | can.
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1
2 So, this is the area that we represent
3 in the City and you'll see the blue areas is
4 the 50th district and the white area is the
5 49th District. So, we're sort of an
6 appendage in this to the 49th. And we find
7 it very difficult, even though we're very
8 simlar as far as the building stock and the
9 social issues and crime and other major, you
10 know, defining characteristics of the
11 nei ghbor hood, we find it very difficult to
12 correspond between the two council districts
13 and represent that area.
14 So, you know, when we | ook to the north
15 of our community, the other civics have maj or
16 issues with crime, with social services,
17 housi ng i ssues that we just sinply do not
18 have in our area. And we would really Iike
19 to ask -- and friends, you know, during
20 COVI D, one of our major issues was that our
21 area was that -- | don't know if you can see
22 this, but we -- this is a cookbook we're
23 trying to put together. \Whereas other areas
24 are dealing with, you know, shooting and
25 st abbi ngs and ot her social issues.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

| sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
37

So, we're quite different fromthe 49th
and at | arge, and what we would really ask is
that we incorporate this area and the 49th in
the 50th District because we're nore |ike --
our issues are nore like the Mddle Island
I ssues, which the 50th District represents.
So, that --

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testimony. We appreciate it.

MR. ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you.

Next person, we have Jasm ne Robi nson.

MS. ROBI NSON: Good afternoon. Thank
you so much for allowing ne to be here today.
Thank you to the Comm ssion, but | also want
to say thank you to everyone in this room |

was given an "ask" and the "ask" was to make
sure that Staten |Island shows up. | think I
did a pretty good job.
(Appl ause) .
MS. ROBI NSON: We showed up. \Wile
Staten Island is the -- often times the
forgotten borough, we're not the forgotten

borough. We're the underesti mated borough
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because we show up time and time again.

' ma proud menmber of the NCNW which
Is the National Council of Negro Women, and
al so a member of ASAAL, Alliance of
Sout h Asian Labor, and I'm here today to show
my support for the 49th District. W should
not be broken up. It is not fair. It is not
right.

And despite what was previously -- the
view that was given before about high crinme.
There's crime everywhere in Staten | sl and,
but | took it personally because the fact is
that | am very proud of the diverse, the
uni queness of the 49th District. W have a
proud robust African community, Latino
community, and we work very hard. We are
engaged. We are a connected part of Staten
| sl and.

So, for it to be said that we are crinme
ri dden or, you know, we have -- everywhere
has hills and everywhere has problems. But
the fact to single out and not to merge with
the 49th District because, you know, we have

hills. There's hills everywhere. So, | just
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want to really enmphasize the point that the
49t h District should not be merged with
Brooklyn or with Manhattan. We have enough
numbers. To reiterate what Council woman Rose
-- former, or like I like to say "forever our
counci |l woman" -- Debi Rose had reiterated,

t hat we have the numbers and we should not be
broken up.

We have seen a m scarriage of that
during the -- during the other redistricting
process. The 61st District, which was
primarily in the North Shore is now merged
with Lower Manhattan. We have no
commonal ities. There's no ties, except for
environmental issues, which is the same. But
as far as anything else, it's different.

So, please, | implore that the
Comm ssion do not break up the 49th District.
We are thriving. W are a beautiful,
eclectic comunity, and | just hope that, you
know, our testinonies are taken seriously and
we're not broken up.

And thank you for the time. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your

testi nony.
Next 1s virtual.

Counci|l Member Farah Loui s.

MS. LOUI S: Good afternoon, everyone.

Can you hear me?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can. And good

afternoon.

MS. LQOUI S: Good afternoon.

First, I want to thank you for hosting

this public hearing. And just wanted to just

gqui ckly come on and just share -- and I|I'|
submt public testinmny as well, regarding
Counci|l District 45.

| know you guys are in a whole other

borough today, but regarding Council District

45, we're |l ooking forward to the
redi stricting process because our district
di sproportionately inpacted in many ways.
don't have a hospital in our district. W
have the | east anmount of parks in our
district.

So, what we're | ooking forward to

during this process is making sure that we

S

We
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coul d expand the district out a little bit
nmore south, to ensure that we could gain a
hospital district, some extra parks as well

as schools 'cause we have a |limted amount in
District 45. OQur district hasn't expanded
much, according to the information that we
received.

So, | look forward to submtting a
public testinmny on this, so that we can give
you some reconmmendati ons on what our
community is thinking about.

Thank you so nuch.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, Counci
Member. We | ook forward to reading your
testi mony. And have a good afternoon.

MS. LOUI'S: Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Next in-person we have
Aurelia Curtis.

MS. CURTIS: Good afternoon.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good afternoon.

MS. CURTI S: It's a pleasure to be here
today. Thank you very much. You could have
been anywhere el se but you're here. [|I'm

tal ki ng about my concerns (i naudi ble) and
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you're here.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify on behalf of the people of City
Council District 49 of which | am a resident,
and specifically for the clients of Project
Hospitality, the staff of Project
Hospitality, the children and famlies of a
smal |l nonprofit that | amthe executive
director of. As you make deci sions --

CHAI R WALCOTT: Can you speak straight
into the mc. Thank you.

MS. CURTIS: Decisions that will affect
us, all of us, for the next ten years, and
possibly for a lifetime of the children and

famlies in this district.

My name is Aurelia Curtis, and | live
in this district. |'mthe secretary of
Project Hospitality. It's a nonprofit that

serves the hungry and homel ess here in Staten
| sl and, and has done so for now over

30 years. |'m also the president of a
nonprofit, which provides youth devel opment
and early chil dhood education opportunities

for children in Staten |Island and Brookl yn.
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Before retiring in 2015, | worked for
the City of New York, Department of Education
as a teacher in mathematics and conputer
science, as an assistant principal and as a
principal. And in all of those capacities, |
have wi tnessed firsthand the added val ue of
having a City Council menber who truly sees
and understand the needs of her conmmunity.

So, | want to talk to you a little bit
about the human side of all of this view |
want you to take a side the numbers for a
m nute, stop thinking about the rivers and
t he seas and think about the human part of
all of this. And then we have Council woman
Hanks. She's a product of this comunity.
She knows our needs. She understands why
fundi ng cannot be diluted, where funding is
most needed. She takes the tinme to |listen
and she bal ances all that she hears to ensure
that the children in Stapleton and the
famlies in Mariners Harbor are not |eft
behi nd.

Bef ore her, Council woman Rose kept her

doors open to community-based organizations,
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academ c institutions, and healthcare
facilities. City Council funding for
District 49 is a single reason why Curtis
Hi gh School have an air-conditioned

audi torium and school - based health center
today. City Council funding for District 49
Is partially responsible for why Project
Hospitality is building new housing today in
Port Ri chmond, much-needed housi ng.

And |I'm certain that nmy coll eagues in
education would join me in this and all the
myri ads of ways that schools have benefited
from being part of discretionary funding for
City Council District 49. Small groups are
not lost in allocation of funds. WESUP, a
relatively small nonprofit in the Mariners
Har bor of Staten |Island continues to benefit
from di scretionary funding.

Our City councilwomen see us, know us
and we know them  So, today, | appear to the
redistricting Comm ssion to consider the
denmogr aphi cs and soci oeconom ¢ of the
adj oi ning comunities as you think about

redrawing City Council l|ines, combining

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

| sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022

45

Staten Island's North Shore communities on
Mari ners Harbor and Park Hill, with adjoini
areas sinmply because they're close by and,
course, there's the law that says you nust
sonmet hing, may very well be the single nost
deci sive nove that New York City Government
will take to dilute resources that are
desperately needed here.

| may al so signal that New York City
Government is not -- if New York City
Governnent is truly interested in evening t
pl aying field, that changing the boundaries
of this district in the manner proposed,
which is do just the opposite. So, | want
believe that this Comm ssion, this City
Gover nment understands the difference that
can make in the lives of children and
famlies in City Council District 49.

So, | appeal to you to hear us and
allow us to be seen. Allow us to be heard.
Al'l ow us to be understood when you draw the
new city redistricting |ines.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

ng
of

do

he

to

It
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you. And if |
could take a noment -- ny one time
editorializing an outstanding principle.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: | would be remss if |
didn't say that.

We've been joined by our Comm ssion
Member Uddi n.

Wel come, sir.

COVMM SSI ONER UDDI N: Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: It's a pleasure.

Next is virtual. Roy Moskowi t z.

Roy Moskowi t z?

MR. MOSKOW TZ: Yes, thank you very
much.

| live in Castleton Corners, which is
in the 50th Council District. The 50th is
all egedly the Md-Island district. | say
“al | egedl y" because it does not contain where
| Iive from94 to 06 -- New Springville,
Heartl and Village and the mall area, which
are the neighborhoods nmost | sl anders
associ ate with M d-1Island.

These nei ghborhoods are in the
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M d-1sland 63rd Assembly district, but
i nexplicably are part of the South Shore
Council. Also, inexplicably, the East Shore

is part of the Md-Island district, while the
mal | i s not.

Let's conpare Staten |sland geography
to a U.S. map. Castl eton Corners, where |
reside, would be Ohio and the mall, M ssouri.
The East Shore would be Maryland. Maryl and
Is centrally located in the Eastern Seaboard.
Being centrally | ocated on the East Coast
does not make it one of the central states or
part of the Mdwest. It is a Md-Atlantic
state, stressing the word "Atlantic." The
current 50th Council district sans the
East Shore, and the South Shore's M d-Isl and
nei ghbor hoods share many things in compn
that it doesn't have with its Eastern
nei ghbor hoods.

True M d-1sland nei ghborhoods |ike the
M dwest are | andl ocked. The true M d-1Island
nei ghbor hoods, which include the South Shore
district's neighborhoods that belong in the

50t h, are not near the water. Mor e
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i mpactfully, true Md-Island precincts are
unfortunately not served by SIRT trains,

whil e eastern areas |i ke New Dorp and

South Shore locations |ike Tottenville have
train stations. M d-Island nei ghborhoods are
anywhere froma mle and a half to five mles
fromthe closest |ocal trains.

Unl ess you live in St. George, which
also is on the train line, the SIRT is the
qui ckest way to get to the ferry. SIRT
trains take much less time to get to the boat
than | ocal buses or driving. Despite being
further away from Manhattan, some South Shore
deni zens near trains have shorter commutes to
the City than M d-Islanders, who nmust endure
45-m nute trips to the boat, plus the ferry
ride, or take long and expensive express bus
trips into the City.

When it comes to the commte, Heartl and
Village has more in conmmon with Bull shead
than it does with Eltingville. And
W | | owbr ook has more in conmon with
Graniteville than it does with New Dorp.

50th District conponents W I I owbrook and
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Manor Hei ghts and the 51st's New Springville
and Heartland Village have Richmond County's
| argest Jewi sh popul ati ons.

Despite W I | owbrook and New Springville
havi ng shared borders as well as
denmogr aphics, these nei ghborhoods i nstead
share districts with |less Jewi sh areas, |ike
Great Kills and Arrochar. When | lived in
the 51st, nmy council reps ignored our
nei ghbor hood and only paid attention to the
Sout h Shor e. And when | resided in the 50t h,
my reps paid nmuch nore attention to the
East Shore than the | andl ocked trainless
encl aves.

Despite this, my request to switch the
true M d-1Island nei ghborhoods in the 51st
with those of the 50th's East Shore woul d be
politically neutral in terms of Denocrat
versus Republican voting.

Thank you very nmuch.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testinmony.

(Appl ause) .

Next . Is it Joe Lileon (phonetic)?
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SPEAKER: First of all, 1'd like to
t hank all of you for com ng out. And
M. Walcott, the issues you deal with is
wonderful. MKke, it's good to see you again.

Every time we wal k the paths we think about
you and we're doing our best to keep them up.
|''m here not to tal k about popul ation
devi ation, which I find offensive. | find
that word -- those two words put together
offensive. We're a comunity. We're not a

set of numbers. We're not a set of

ethnicities listed on a |ist. | taught at
Curtis High School for 44 years. It was the
most amazing life. It was absolutely

sensati onal .

And no matter what anybody says about
DOE, they were the best enployers ever. They
sent nme all over the country for training.
went everywhere. Why? Because our school up
the street, 125 years old, students from al
over Staten Island. We're a wonderful
community supported by DOE, supported by the
governnent here, supported by Debi Rose, an

el ected official here. We are not nunbers.
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We're people.

Now, what we share in common with
anot her borough is difficult to ascertain.
They' re people, too. W hear a | ot of
di scussi on about the dysfunction of the
Nort h Shore, South Shore, East Shore,

West Shore. Go to the mall and watch the
kids wal king all around together, dating one
anot her.

Come out and wal k the streets and then
you see why this is such a unique district,
which | cannot quantify, but |I will qualify
by saying | am happy that | live here. | am
happy that | work here, and |I'm happy that
you will consider that when you make the
appropriate decision as to whether to join us
wit h anot her group of people.

Thank you for your time.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And t hank you, sir.

Next, virtual. Mary Bul | ock.

MS. BULLOCK: Hel | 0?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes. We can hear you.

MS. BULLOCK: Okay. Fi ne.
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| wanted to go back to Staten Island's
hi story. Geography is destiny with us, and
yes there is an ocean between us and the rest
of the City. And we had 23,000 British
troops camped here in 1776, and people from
the North Shore rescued George Washi ngton's
boat, so he could surprise the Hessian at
Trenton, and it proved to be the turning
poi nt of the war.

And then after that, we grew up as the
forgotten borough, and |I'm asking that we be
continued to be the forgotten borough in the
sense that we'd be independent and that our

districts be oursel ves. We are a different

state of m nd. | ve had people visit nme from
all over the world and they said, "I've never
been to a place like this. | can't quite put
my finger on it." And | said, "Well, neither
can I, and I live here."

So, we have the right to our geographic
and historic uniqueness. Plus, we have -- we
need to have a dispensation fromthe
popul ati on nunber because of our density.

Thank you.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Next is Reverend Terry
Troi a.

(Appl ause) .

REV. TROI A: W nane is Terry Troi a.
wor k for Project Hospitality, a 40-year-old
interfaith effort that provides food,
clothing and shelter for honmeless and hungry
Staten Islanders. W serve approxi mately
35,000 youths and kids, Staten |Isl anders
annually. 98 percent of the people we serve
are fromthe 49th Council District.

| am the fourth generation of my famly
to live in the island North Shore in this
counci l manic district. North Shore is a
significantly diverse community. You've
al ready heard that. W are 21 percent bl ack,
31 percent Latino, 11 percent Asian anong the
communities of color. W have a diverse new
I mm grant popul ation that has come to Staten
| sl and and called us home -- from Africa,

Latin Anmerica, Eastern Europe, M ddle East,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
54

Sout heast Asian and East Asi a.

Anong those who have come to call the
North Shore their home are many new Muslim
communities, Sikh communities, a Buddhi st
center here in the North Shore and Hi ndu
communities. The last two new yeshivas on
Staten |Island, one ultra-Orthodox and one
Hasi di ¢ have opened in West Brighton and in
Port Richmond in the North Shore.

As well on the North Shore, we have new
i mm grants who struggled to achieve full
civic status in the United States. 2,500
students here in Staten |Island and young
peopl e who work are doctor recipients nostly
who live in the North Shore. And 15,000
Latinos live between Mariners Harbor, Port
Ri chnond and West Brighton without
imm gration -- full immgration status. This
gives you a sense of what the need of the
community is, as well as its strength.

|f you |l ook at the statistics of how
much City Council and city adm nistration
dollars go to support the struggling

North Shore, you will find that dollars are
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spent here in gun violence prevention,
benefits access, the health and hospitals,
community healthcare, large grants to
Ri chnmond Uni versity Medical Center to support
the care of indigent and uni nsured persons,
after-school program out-of-school work
programs, the number of fam lies on public
assi stance are highest here in this district.

We need one City Council menber who
will be the strength of the voice of our
di verse communities who struggle to survive
on this North Shore. W need one counci
district that represents the needs of
underrepresented Staten |slanders who can
fight for the dollars that translate into
school graduations, high school and coll ege,
healthy famlies, a trained workforce,
seriously affordable housing that transl ate
into community survival into a community that
thrives.

Di viding the voice of that counci
member would di m nish the strength of the
voi ce and reduce the power of a comunity

that seeks to repair its present and to
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determne its future. Taking marginalized
communities of the North Shore -- and not all

our communities are marginalized -- and
placing it into a Downtown Manhattan District
or Md-Island Council District could further
mar gi nali ze the people who ache for a voice,
for relief from present-day suffering and for
a voice in their future, which is our future.

By separating us out on the
Nort h Shore, we can effectively di senmpower
t he overwhel m ng communities al ong the Shore
fromArlington to Park Hill, and even further
separate the comunities that suffer simlar
probl ems and seek simlar solutions. W've
come so far in these last 12 years to make
our voice heard in this city.

Trimif you nust, but |ook to the
nei ghbor hoods that may be simlar in
denographics or in inconme or in density to
M d- I sl and nei ghbor hoods and ot her parts of
our borough. As you make that decision, we
do not want to | ose the voice of an elected
official dedicated to know and serve the

di senfranchi sed yet vibrant conmmunities that
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we call our North Shore hone.
Thank you.
(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Reverend.

Next, virtual. Tel ee Br own. Tel ee.
Tel ee Brown.

MR. BROWN: Hell o. Are you hearing ne?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Thank you very nuch.
My name is Tel ee Brown, president of the
Little Liberia Advocacy and former president
of the Staten Island Liberian Comunity
Association. | currently sit on Community
Board 1.

And | personally want to say that the
efforts to dissolve the 49th District amounts
to larger being divisive, but it amount to
bi dding a war. A war that would deprive our
community, especially the Liberian comunity,
of facilities of support services that are
al ready very mnimal or | acking.

So, | come to say tonight that you al
are objective of redistricting. W're

supposed to provide fair representation of
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resi dents and prevent arbitrary or

di scrim natory boundaries, is what is going
to happen here if you succeed in deleting or
removing the 49th District. That is going to

be very discrimnatory and it's going to be
arbitrary. So, you will, in fact, be
defeating the main criteria of redistricting,
which is to keep the community conpact.

The contiguity of the community is al so
going to be dimnished very highly. So, in
this light, we are requesting, appealing that
you do your best to preserve the
49th District. Doing so would keep our
culture and our attributes and make our
community distinguished. All of those are
going to be kept inside and we are indeed
appealing that you do all you can do to keep
our community as the 49th District.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, sir, for
your testinmony.

Next, we have |ola Washi ngton.

MS. WASHI NGTON: Hello to everybody.

|'mfrom Park Hill, and | have famly living
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in Park Hill for the past 13 years. And just
at firsthand, if we district, it's already
going to have a serious inmpact on us.
First, | start with the June 28th
el ection. It was serious problemw th the
vote. They didn't know where to go to vote.
We had to be transferring people from one
pl ace or another. |t got so confused. There
wer e people who needed to vote and coul d not
vote. So, |I'm standing here today, we have
wor ked so hard for our voices to be heard,
and we are asking that you keep it together.
We don't want to be separated. We want
to stay together. W are one. W are
di verse and we want to remain diverse. So,
we are asking that you please keep the
49t h District together.
Thank you.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.
Next is virtual. Karra Mannari no.
MS. MANNARINO: Hi. Can you hear nme?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.
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MS. MANNARI NO: Okay. M nane is Karra
Mannari no. Thank you for allowing ne to
speak today. l"m a constituent of
Counci | woman Joann Ariola and Senator Joe
Addabbo. | grew up in Howard Beach and have
lived here for 30 years. | watched ny
parents rebuild my chil dhood home after
Hurricane Irene and again after Hurricane
Sandy.

Our elected representatives have al ways
under st ood the uni que needs of our comunity,
especially the issues that affect flood zones
and hones al ong the shoreline. | believe
that thriving successful communities are
forged through bonds cultivated between
nei ghbors. And the relationships that we
have with our comunity-based el ected
representatives are a necessary foundation
for a strong, happy and successful community.

Having to work with new reps who are
not community-based would inevitably result
in these bonds being weakened and the
efficacy of our district's projects being

di | ut ed. O d and new Howard Beach functi on
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as one cohesive whole. W share the 106th
Precinct, Community Board 10, and the Howard
Beach Lindenwood Civic Association. W have
mont hly meeti ngs where residents of Howard
Beach and Li ndenwood, Council woman Ari ol a and
our NCOs cone together to talk about
community projects, both new and ongoi ng.

Our elected representatives have been
part of our community for ny entire life, for
wel | over 20 years. Councilwoman Ariola has
denonstrated the inmportance of having | eaders
who feel a sincere attachnment to the people
they represent. As our council woman, she
treats our nei ghborhood with genuine care and
wor ks very closely with Senator Joe Addabbo.

They' ve given special attention to the
wildlife in Jamaica Bay, renoving abandoned
boats that were polluting our waterways
for years. Since they're comunity-based,

t hey understand the particul ar needs of
community members, from our small business
owners along Cross Bay Boul evard, to people
li ke my parents, whose main concerns are the

catch basins and high tides. Any further
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econom c devel opnment, environmental projects
and public safety initiatives cannot be fully
realized if our comunity is fractured and
our representatives aren't famliar with our
nei ghbor hood.

|'ve listened to the previous hearings
and it seens that despite the differences
bet ween our communities, we've finally found
common ground in our reluctance to accept the
proposed map. As for my own community,
Howard Beach woul d essentially be divided
into three separate nei ghborhoods, depriving
its citizenry of effective representation.
Howard Beach would ultimately dissolve into
surroundi ng communities.

| love my neighborhood, and |
appreciate and respect the comunities that
surrounds Howard Beach. | hope the
Comm ssion will consider keeping our Howard
Beach famly intact and within the same
district.

Thank you for your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your

testi nony.
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1
2 We have Homero Flores (phonetic).
3 MR. HOMERO: Hel | o. Hel | o, everyone.
4 My nane is Homero Fl ores.
5 As far as | remenmber, Staten Island is
6 my home. | live in the New Brighton area and
7 work in the North Shore. In the |ast
8 two years, | have worked with outreach
9 efforts to our community with COVID response
10 contact trace with hel ping hospitals and the
11 COVI D disparity work with New York City
12 Depart ment of Health.
13 From experience and observation
14 traveling, the North Shore has the | argest
15 concentration of people of color in Staten
16 | sland. The | argest number of Sri Lankan
17 outside of the country of Sri Lanka, and nost
18 li kely the | argest nunber of Liberians
19 out si de of Liberia. The |argest nunber of
20 Hi spanics live in the North Shore as well.
21 One thing is for sure, the people in
22 Manhattan didn't go through the experience
23 l'i ke the residents of the black and brown
24 community in the island. W need to remain
25 one council district, so that the needs of
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our community of color, which are the nost
i mpoveri shed communities, have a singul ar
voice that reflects the needs of these
communities, which are so different fromthe
rest of the borough.
| urge you not to separate our
communities of color on this North Shore and
di m ni sh the power of the majority
representation of people of color in the
North Shore district.
Thank you.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, sir. Thank
you for your testinony.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Next is virtual.
St ephani e Ward.
MS. WARD: Hi. Can you hear ne?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can. Welcone.
MS. WARD: Hi. Thank you so nmuch.
Thank you for your time and consideration
t oday.
|''m here as a resident of the 49th City
Counci|l District, a product of its public

schools from K through 12 and a
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representative of the grassroots group,
Staten Island Woman Who March. Many of o
members are also residents of the
North Shore. After the New York State
Assenbly redistricting, it is clear that
I's nore inmportant than ever to protect th
community's -- this community's collectiv
power for the North Shore, Staten Island.
Echoi ng what my former Council woman
Rose said, and so many strong conmunity

menbers here, the 49th District is one of

ur

it
e

e

t he

most diverse districts in New York City and

the most diverse on Staten Island. But i
worth repeating that this is where
communities of color and i mm grant
communities are nore concentrated on the
i sl and.

To dilute the power of this conmuni

any further would be a great disservice t

t 1s

ty

o

this district and in partic -- and in Staten

| sl and as a whol e. The North Shore has
di fferent needs than the rest of Staten
| sland and ot her parts of the City as far

housi ng, transportation, econom c needs,

as

and
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needs of representative and a voice that can
advocate for the North Shore's specific
needs.

If this district is split up with
anot her borough or even bleeds into a bit
more M d-Island, | fear community menbers
wi Il not get the support and representation
that's deserved and needed.

Thank you for your tinme.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Mar ci Bi shop.

MS. BI SHOP: Thank you, Chair and
District Comm ssion Menbers. My nane is
Marci Bishop and today |I'm here to share the
testi mony on behalf of Council Menber
Kam | | ah Hanks who represents District 49,
the North Shore of Staten Island, and is also
l'i ke resident.

The council member is asking the
District Conmm ssion to support maps that keep
the district representing the North Shore of

Staten Island entirely within the borough.
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The New York City Charter instructs the
District Conmm ssion to keep comunities of

i nterests together, and that could be of no
greater significance to District 49. It is
abundantly clear to North Shore residents and
to all Staten Islanders that the interest and
the needs of its constituents are distinct.

Even from those of neighboring
boroughs, |i ke Brooklyn and Manhattan, the
North Shore has the |argest mnority
community on Staten |sland. It took former
Council Member Debi Rose 25 years to beconme
the first African-American elected into
office here. As her successor and the
current council member with the privil ege of
serving the North Shore, Council Member Hanks
is only the second African-American wonman to
hold a seat in the borough's history.

Toget her they have a proven comm t ment
to this district and its interests, which are
further represented by the nyriad of diverse
community | eaders and organi zations,
including fromthe African-American, Latin

Ameri can, Central American, Southeast Asi an,
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and West African comunities. Conpared to
the rest of Staten Island, the North Shore is
particularly unique in terms of race and
ethnicity.

| f expanded into another borough, this
uni queness woul d be diluted due to potenti al
cul tural and soci oeconom c inplication.
Adding this district to another borough woul d
change its dynam c and silence the voices of
this constituents, as well as jeopardize the
resi dents needed for the district to -- the
resources needed for the district to thrive.

Staten Island is a special place,
especially when conpared to its four
counterpart boroughs. The council nmenber
whol eheartedly supports the efforts of the
ot her members of the Staten Island
del egation, Mnority Leader Joe Borelli and
Council Menber David Carr, in ensuring that
t he needs of the entire borough are nmet and
that all its residents are considered
t hroughout the districting process.

Splitting District 49 between ot her

boroughs would do an injustice to its
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residents and comunity organi zati ons who
have historically been underrepresented and
unheard.

And as its City Representative, Council
Member Hanks urges you not to let that
happen.

Thank you so much for your tine.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you. And
pl ease give our regards and thanks to the
Counci|l Menber as well. Thank you very much.

Next is virtual. Regina Cassidy.

DR. CASSI DY: Hello, and thank you,
Chai rman Wal cott and fri ends.

My name is Dr. Regina Cassidy, and |I'm
a lifelong Staten |sl ander. | grew up and
lived in the Md-Island section of Staten
| sland for 24 years, and now have |lived on
the North Shore of Staten Island for over
40 years. |*ve worked on both shores as a
teacher, social worker and religious |eader.

The North Shore, Staten Island is
uni que, diverse, as you' ve heard before, and

very conmplex. W are a comunity rich in
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ethnicities, cultures, faiths, political
vi ewpoi nts, parks, cultural centers -- even,

and especially, delightful food. However,
the needs of the North Shore are unique as
well. Our population is dense and housi ng
remai ns one of our highest chall enges and
priorities.

Adequat e affordable rental units are
hard to find, as well as houses that |ower to
m ddl e income famlies can actually buy. The
homel ess population is definitely |arger on
the North Shore and supportive housing is
essential for recovery and rehabilitation.
Access to healthcare is also an ongoing
chal | enge. | ve worked on both shores as a
soci al worker at Richnond University Medical
Center and Bayl ey Seton Hospital and at
Staten |sland Hospital.

There are sinmply not enough medi cal and
ment al health resources on Staten Island on
the North Shore for our |arge population in
general. And, however, on the North Shore,
access to clinics, especially those that can

be reached by public transportation are few
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and far between.

| firmy believe that the North Shore
shoul d have its own representative or
representatives to advocate for the needs of
our people and our community. | |ove the
Nort h Shore. | acknowl edge its beauty and |
acknowl edge what it | acks.

And thank you for your attention and
t hank you for this meeting.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next is (inaudible).

SPEAKER: Hello. M nane is Carlene
Suza (phonetic). | ' m going to be reading
this statement on behalf of Staten Island
Bor ough President Vito Fossella. And this is
also in response to the testimny of Joseph
Borelli, who is the council menber of the
51st District.

We support Council Member Joe Borelli's
testi mony, which strongly recommends that the
New York City Districting Conmm ssion should

keep Staten Island's three City Counci
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Districts within the borough. Wth
redistricting on the horizon, a split of the
council districts between Staten |sland and
Brookl yn or Staten |Island and Manhattan woul d
be a di sadvantage to our constituents.

We are unique as a borough. As soneone
who has represented both Staten Island and
Brooklyn, as a former Menber of Congress, |
can tell you firsthand that there are
di fferent needs and priorities based on the
constituencies in these two boroughs.

Addi tionally, maintaining two district
offices has its budgeting constraints. W
have di fferent voices on issues conpared to
the rest of the City. Let's not dilute
Staten Island's voting power by splitting the
district. It is important that we preserve
t he geographical integrity of our borough
with the three existing council districts
al ready drawn.

Thank you for your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you. And
regards to the Borough President as well --

(Appl ause) .
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CHAI R WALCOTT: -- thank you very nuch.
Next is virtual. Deborrah Sm t h.

MS. SM TH: Good afternoon, everyone.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good afternoon.

MS. SM TH: Good eveni ng.

Thank you for your -- thank you for
having this format to allow us to testify.

My name is Debbie Smth and I amthe
president of Deerfield Civic Association in
the 31st Council District. | have lived in
this comunity for many years, and | am
actively involved and aware of changes in ny
communi ty. It is very inportant to keep
the -- to keep the 31st Council District as a
whol e. This includes Arverne By The Sea,
Arverne, Brookville, Edgenmere, Far Rockaway,
Rosedal e, Laurelton, and Springfield Gardens.

We in 31st worked very hard for the
Arverne By The Sea project to be in the
Enpire zone, which was a state project by
health to empower an underserved community as
31st Council District. Certain criteria had
to be met by the devel oper and Arverne By The

Sea was the most successful. They enpl oyed
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people fromthe district to work and a beauty
community was built. This enabled a | ot of

bl ack and brown residents to acquire wealth
and purchases honmes and condos.

ABTC -- ABTS, sponsor many events and
gi ve back added benefits to the conmmunity.
This result in lasting friendships with the
residents of 31st and ABTS to this date.

Pl ease do not separate Arverne By The Sea
from 31st Council District.

| work as a poll worker at all
el ections. Last year, the state |egislature
at congressional seat went through the
redistricting process, and we saw the results
in the last primary el ection. Many voters
were di splaced from their usual place of
voting, which was a disaster, and that caused
a | ot of people not to vote. They were
di spl aced to other sites far away from their
homes. We do not want that to happen with
31st Council District.

Why did this happen? The 31st Counci
District was drawn up in 1980 and has worked

well for all. | believe that our counci
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member has the requirement -- requiring

number of votes in her district and we do not

want to change that. W have had many
di sasters; such as Superstorm Sandy,
Hurri cane |l da and COVID-19. And this
i ncredi bl e diverse nei ghborhood wor ked

cl osely together to overcome all obstacl

We do not want to separate. It is

i mportant that the 31st Council District

e.

st ay

as is at present. Our present council menber

pl ayed an integral role in the beginning of

t he JFK Redevel opnent Project. JFK is a big

econom ¢ driver in 31st Council District
who is better to hold on to JFK Airport
the 31st Council District? W in this

, and

t han

Rockaways and Rosedal e encounter and endure

all the health and hazard problem from JFK.

So, it is important that we reap some of

benefits.

t he

| urge the Comm ssioner to take heed of

my request as they continue their
redi stricting progress.
Thank you very nmuch.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for

your
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testi nony.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Next, we have Edward C.

Josey.

MR. JOSEY: Thank you. M nane is Ed
Josey. l"mthe president of the Staten
| sl and branch of NAACP. | thank you for

allowing us this time today to do a few
poi nts.

First of all, specific before that, the
North Shore is a very diversified
community -- black, brown, inmm grant
community, very diversified. And we are in
the process of trying to develop a strong

voi ce, a strong voting power, and | would

hate to see that broken up. | see absolutely
no power -- no reason why we should be part
of Manhattan or Brooklyn. [t's two distinct

communities.

Bei ng here in Staten I|Island, you heard
someone testified a while ago about
West chester and about a certain section of
West chester not being part of the Western

District. WeIll, soneone also said they did
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an article in The Daily Advance about,
Vol i nski (phonetic), what he was saying
about -- | don't know what he said Biden did.

But anyway, going back to two nont hs ago,
there was an issue in the Stapleton Projects
about cooking gas, and Brian Laline, the
editor of the Staten I|Island Advance said that
nowhere else in Staten Island this situation
occurred.

So, he gives nme the inmpression that he
t hi nks there's something wong with the way
Staten |slanders use the North Shore; that's
my interpretation. So, | see no val ue why
the North Shore should be split up at all
Keep it intact right now. Let's build a
strong voice and a strong voting power.
Because |I'm not quite sure any of us in
Staten Island wants the North Shore. But my
concept is to keep North Shore intact. As of

right now, let's build a strong voice and a
strong voting power.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thanks, Josey.
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Next, virtual. Say that again, please.

Arl ette Cepeda.

MS. CEPEDA: Good afternoon, every --
can you hear ne?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can, and good
afternoon.

MS. CEPEDA: Great. MW name is Arlette
Cepeda, and | am the Deputy Director of
La Col nmena. | want to thank the Commttee
Menmbers for holding this inportant hearing.

La Colnmena is a worker center on the
North Shore of Staten Island, providing
di spatching -- job dispatching, site safety
training, referrals and additional
opportunities for imm grant workers.

La Col mena supports advocacy efforts that
protect workers' rights. Both of our

| ocations are within the district
experiencing map |ine changes.

We believe the redistricting maps
proposed do not fairly represent the
communities that we serve. Fair districts
are the foundation for a fair representation.

The proposed lines will dimnish and dilute
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the voices of black, brown and Asian people.
It will mnimze the voices of those that

need resources and support, reducing funding
in programs our communities desperately need.

As former Council Menber Debi Rose
mentioned, with statistics fromthe 2020
census data, the North Shore is one of the
most diverse areas in Staten |Isl and,
representing people fromall wal ks of life,
including class, religion, ethnicity and
fam ly structure. Representation matters and
the proposed maps do not fairly represent the
peopl e of the North Shore on Staten Isl and.

We ask that the maps consider fair
representation of mnority groups, including
Hi spani cs, such as nyself.

Thank you for your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
time.

Just one point to mention, there aren't
any maps yet. | just want to be very clear
with the public at |large. And that's what
this process is about, so | just wanted to

make sure people understood that. This whole
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process is to develop the first round of
maps, as they're calling them draft maps.
And then having further public testinony in
August and then we'll have a new round of
that. So, | just wanted to be straight up
with the public as far as where we are right
now.

Next i n-person is Andrés Garci a.

MR. GARCI A: Good afternoon. And thank
you for your time. M name is Andrés Garci a.
' mthe co-executive director of the Staten
| sl and | mm grant Center.

| write to urge this Comm ssion to not
t ake apart the 52 percent majority peopl e of
color in Staten Island's District 49, Staten
| sland's North Shore. We're a predom nantly
Caucasi an borough with |l ess than two percent
of all the students, school students south of
Staten |sland Expressway, representing
communities of color, a reflection of
segregated housing patterns on Staten |sl and.

Here on the North Shore, we pride
ourselves on diversity. W have integrated

nei ghbor hood, integrated schools and we
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struggle with issues of poverty, |ack of

af fordabl e honmes and the need for nore jobs,
entry |l evel jobs and jobs training, and we
struggle with street violence, which deals
wi t h yout h.

The City Council devotes significant
dollars to be shared with support progranms
for the out-of-school youth. There are sone
yout h programs, job training prograns,
financial entitlement programs, and we host a
huge i mm grant popul ati on on the North Shore,
the | argest West African communities on
Staten Island, the largest Sri Lankan
communities outside of Sri Lanka.

Among our Latino popul ation, nore than
50 different | anguages and dial ects are
spoken | anguage and that's people from Peru,
Ecuador, Pensador, Guatemala, Mexico -- to
name a few of the indigenous people that live
on the North Shore. And there is one council
member seat that | ooks after us and speaks
for us, and that our needs may be made known
to the City Council and the City

Adm ni strati on.
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Separating our majority people of our
nei ghbor hoods woul d unfortunately run to
ei ther Lower Manhattan or M d-1sland, would
reduce the voting power and the civic power
of this new people of color majority counci
district. W urge you not to do that because
it would significantly damage our efforts to
secure funds for much-needed services that
wi Il provide for our present-day poor and for
the future of our children.

Alot is at stake in this
redistricting, and we have worked hard to
achieve the first, second and third person to
represent us in City Council and the State
Assenmbly. Do not undo what we have done,
el ecting an official that represents the
maj ority of our North Shore.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, sir, for
your testimony.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Our next is virtual.
Batu Babilin (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Batu Masfa (phonetic).
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Batu Masfa. All right.

"Il get it eventually. M apol ogies.
(No response).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Gene Guerra. We'l|
come back.

Gene Guerra?

MR. GUERRA: Yes. Can you hear nme?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Now we can, yes.

MR. GUERRA: Okay. Great .

My name is Gene Guerra, and | amthe
Travis Civic Association president here on
Staten Island. | previously lived in the
Bronx, New York, where | was born and rai sed,
but have been a Staten Island resident now
for 48 years.

| have no maps. | have no statistics.
| have just comobnsense. Except for a
m ni scul e number of simlarities, there can
be no conpari son made between the needs of
Staten |Islanders and any other borough in the

City of New York. Our public transportation

needs are far different. Our roadway needs
are far different. Our comuter needs are
far different. OQur rail systemis far
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1
2 different. Sinmply put, our overall way of
3 life here on Staten Island is far different
4 t han any ot her borough in the City of New
5 Yor k.
6 |"ve lived in the Bronx. |'ve worked
7 i n Manhatt an. |"ve worked in Brooklyn. " ve
8 been to Queens, and |'ve lived on Staten
9 | sland for almost 50 years. These are just a
10 few of the reasons that | ask that the Staten
11 | sl and district remain self-contained on the
12 i sland and not -- and not bl ended into
13 Brookl yn as is being proposed. Our needs
14 here on Staten Island are far too different
15 and far too inportant to us Staten |sl anders
16 than to get sucked up in a convoluted -- into
17 anot her borough's ways.
18 Thank you.
19 CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
20 testimony.
21 Next, we'll call Robert Dougl as.
22 (No response).
23 CHAI R WALCOTT: M chelle Molina?
24 MS. MOLI NA: Good afternoon, everyone.
25 Thank you so much for comng to this hearing.
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It's hard at this point not to be redundant

when so nuch stuff has been sai d. For the
most part, | have to say -- let me introduce
mysel f.

My name is Mchelle Molina Executive
Director of EI Centro del Inm grante, Staten
| sl and | nmigrant Center, as well as Andrés
Garcia just spoke, also from our
organi zation. And we have been serving the
community for 25 years in this matter in the
i mm grant comunity. We are inploring that
the redistricting is not done in the manner,
in the way that it's proposed so far. Um --
| lTost my train of thought.

CHAI R WALCOTT: That's all right.

MS. MOLINA: We are the first and only
center to open on Staten Island with a
maj ority of imm grant board of directors.
|'ma Latino woman |iving on Mariners Harbor
with my husband and my two children. So, |
am here to represent not only my
or gani zation, but the community that | |ive
in and the famlies of the district.

And the intention of redistricting in
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this matter, we would not like for it to be
di luted and for the Hispanic voting power to
be diluted in a sense. And it was nmentioned
before, also, we are extremely diverse. And
for our North Shore in particular, we have --
there are 50 dialects spoken by the people
l'i ke Latin America, and nowhere else on
Staten Island can you find that kind of
mnority within a mnority.

Thank you for your time.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testimony.

Virtual. Agnes VanDi na.

MS. VANDI NA: Yes, hell o0?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can hear you.

MS. VANDI NA: Okay. Thank you.

|'m a resident of Oakwood, Staten
| sl and, and |'ve been reading about this
redistricting in the newspapers, but |
haven't been able to find the exact
statistics that you're using for the
popul ati on dat a. | *ve | ooked through the

2020 United States census for the Ri chmond
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County data. |'ve |ooked at it per

nei ghborhood in the PUMA M crodata that comes
out of the United States census, and | don't
know if that's -- to me, it |looks |like the
numbers are actually higher than what's been
put in the newspaper.

So, | was wondering, could you direct
us to the actual data source that's being
used - -

CHAI R WALCOTT: Sure.

MS. VANDI NA: -- for the popul ation of
statistics for each Staten Isl and,

New York City Council District?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Let me direct -- she
just wanted to know the sources that we're
using for our data. |If you want to --

MS. VANDI NA: For the popul ation data
for each New York City Council District. I
know it's fromthe 2020 United States census.

CHAI R WALCOTT: It's the census -- it's
based on the 2020 census, w thout question.

MS. VANDI NA: Right. ' Cause |'ve
| ooked at that, but |I'm not able to

extrapol ate nmyself the specific numbers for
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each City Council district. | mean, you can
go to each nei ghborhood, pretty much, you

m ght get the 64,000 and one nei ghborhood zip
code. That's where | got the statistics
from PUMA, which is Public Use M crodata
Area; that's out of the census.

But when | add up the nunbers, | cone
to far nore than 166, 000. So, that's why |
was wondering -- could you direct us to the
specific data that's being used by the
New York City Council?

SPEAKER: Our primer, which is also
| ocated on our website as a |link to where the
(i naudi bl e) comes from and (i naudi bl e) and
access the information through that -- |'m
finding it right now. The data --

MS. VANDI NA: | can hardly hear you.
You mean to go to your website?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Hold on one second.
What we'll do is, there's a primer and the
primer has the data.

And al so, were you on our website at
alI'?

MS. VANDI NA: Yes, | was.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Put it in the
chat and we'll access it. Thank you. For ny

more technol ogically advanced - -
MS. VANDI NA: Okay. WIIl you be able
to distribute it publicly to us?
CHAI R WALCOTT: It's a public docunment.
MS. VANDI NA: Okay. Uh- huh.
CHAI R WALCOTT: But we'll put it in the
chat as well and you can access it that way.
MS. VANDI NA: Okay. And your name?
CHAI R WALCOTT: | am Dennis Wal cott.
MS. VANDI NA: Oh, thank you,
M. Walcott. Okay. Thank you.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Of course, and thank
you for asking the question. My pl easure.
MS. VANDI NA: Okay.
CHAI R WALCOTT: We have been joined by
anot her Conm ssi oner Maria Mateo. Welcone.
COWM SSI ONER MATEO: Thank you. Good
eveni ng, everyone.
CHAI R WALCOTT: A pleasure to have you
Next is Imam Zul -- if you could help
me 'cause --

(Appl ause) .
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| MAM ZULQARNAI N:  Zul gar nai n.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Zul gqarnain. Thank you,
sir. | apol ogi ze.

| MAM ZULQARNAI N: Thank you. Thank you
and wel come.

| ' ve been on Staten Island for
14 years. |'ve lived in every borough in
New York City, sonme places other state.
However, Staten Island is unique. ' ve
observed so many peopl e who el oquently
presented the facts of keeping Staten Island
as an i ndependent entity a part of
New York State and New York City, but not
being a part of joining in Brooklyn, et
cetera, repetition.

However, | want to start by opening it
up in the name of God, Most Gracious, Most
Merci ful because | am an Imam and there is a
spiritually that we need to consider as well,
that there is an entity greater than
ourselves. So, then when we make a deci sion,
we base the decisions on the will of the
people. And |'ve sat here and listened to

the will of the people. And as

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing

July 7, 2022
91
adm ni strators and people who will decide the
outcome or even the |ikes of the future of
Staten Island, specifically, I think that it

woul d be thought consciousness to interfere
or intervene in your decision.

| see that clergy on the board of
Comm ssion, conmplementary. | don't know how
many board menbers are residents of Staten
| sl and - -

COVMM SSI ONER SCHNALL: (Hand gesture).

| MAM ZULQARNAI N:  God bl ess you. All
right, M chael Stanan (sic), God bless you.
So, you know the heart of Staten I sl and.
It's that -- when you live at a place, then
you know the place. When you visit a place,
you have an idea of the place, but you don't
know it until you live there.

|'ve lived in every borough. Born in
Far Rockaway, New YorKk. Li ved i n Brookl yn,
Manhatt an, Queens and the Bronx. Staten
| sland is the |last borough that I will live
in.

(Laughter).
| MAM ZUL QARNAI N: If I would live
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anypl ace else, it will probably be in another
st at e. But | | ove Staten |Island, as we all
do that are here. And | agree and concur --
oh, I"msorry. | agree and concur with our
council woman -- former Council woman Debi Rose
and, as well as Kam || ah Hanks, Council woman
Kam | | ah Hanks and all the other well-spoken
peopl e defending or at |east representing our
heartfelt desire to continue to be a separate
entity on our own.

Staten Island is resourceful and it is
a borough that -- they say "forgotten

borough, "™ but it is a "independent borough,"

a borough that depends on itself, its
residents, through Sandy -- Hurricane Sandy.
That now, | was going from Staten Island to

Far Rockaway, back and forth as the bridges
woul d allow. And each borough had its own
specific dynam cs, as Staten Island had its
dynam cs.

So, all | would inmplore, with the
clergy and the spirituality and the humanity
t hat you may have as human bei ngs, pl ease

keep Staten Island the way it is.
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God bl ess.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, sir. Thank
you for your testinony.
Next, virtual. Cat heri ne Par adi so.
MS. PARADI SO Thank you for having ne.
|'d like to start off by saying that I
am a third-generation menber of district --
Counci|l District 49, and | can say also that

one thing I've heard tonight is that
everybody, regardless of where they're from
wants a representative who understands their
needs, and we are really no different.
Staten |Island has been very
di senfranchi sed historically. Other boroughs
have subways and travel throughout the City
at nom nal or no cost, pay |less real estate
t axes, have governnment provided healthcare
and overall nmore city services. W continue
to endure an opioid epidemc. W have a
wat erfront that was just beginning to be
devel oped when COVID and other issues stole
its progress.

We haven't been spared by issues of
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significant impact to quality of life. |
think that it's very inportant that we have
representatives who understand all of these
I ssues, the history of potential solutions
t hat have occurred over time, successes and
failures, and that can only be done by

keeping the districts exclusively on Staten

| sl and, not sharing. Sharing will just -- |
beli eve that sharing will create a
counci | person whose priorities will be split

and conpeting with each other. And that |
thi nk would be bad for both communities.

|*ve submtted a witten testinmny, and
| thank you very much for the opportunity.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testimony. Much appreciated.

Next is Jason Torres. Phil Torres.
" m so sorry.

MR. TORRES: M. Chairman, thank you
for this opportunity to testify.

|'d like to do this really as a show of
support for ny neighbors. I'ma lifelong
Staten |slander, born and raised in

West Brighton. And, you know, | have to kind
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of play into the belief that as a comunity,
and especially as North Shore, Staten |sland
is, we're a united people. |*ve had the
privilege of remaining on Staten | sl and,
where many have moved beyond the borough,
beconme an enpl oyer and |'ve also commtted
nmyself to service to my community.

Now, one thing that we should realize
is that we do have a growi ng concentration of
need on the North Shore. | have the honor of
serving as director at Project Hospitality in
Ri chmond Uni versity Medi cal Center, and what
we're facing here is a partnership between

our elected representatives, the private

sector and our citizens who -- within our
di strict. And wi t hout that collective of
support, it's going to be extraordinarily

difficult for us to address that need.

Now, obviously, that's the senti nment
t hat we've heard all along, but my fear is
t hat through redistricting, you know, it's
clear that redistricting cannot abridge or
deny voting rights for racial and | anguage

m norities, but we do have to think about
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that | aw of unintended consequences, in that
if we redistrict, we could be inadvertently
dividing a community that is intensely

di vi ded.

So, | would like to speak on behal f of
my nei ghbors that we need to remain together
and keep District 49 intact.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, M. Torres.

Bri an Fox.

MR. FOX: Hel | o, everybody. Can you
guys hear nme?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can. Wel cone.

MR. FOX: Thank you so much for having
me, and | really appreciate the opportunity
to speak.

|'ve had a very fortunate opportunity,
not just as a Bay Ridge resident, but
formerly running as a City Council person in
District 43 to understand the fibers, the
i nner wor kings of my comunity in Bay Ridge
and Dyker Heights. W share a |ot of these

same services when it comes to, you know,
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emer gency services, with the Police
Department and a | ot of the needs are unified
bet ween Bay Ri dge and Dyker Heights. And
we're in a position and point in time, in ny
opi ni on, where we are beginning to address

t hese needs, and ny fear is that if there is
a redistricting that happens, you know, there
will be a lot of division to happen.

| think the needs outside of Bay Ridge
and Dyker Heights can get and will get
drastically different. And again, |'ve grown
to learn the inner fibers, inner worKkings,
not just of Bay Ridge, but also Dyker
Hei ghts. And there's a certain unity
t hroughout the community. And for
redistricting to happen, | fear that we are
going to digress our progress and not nove
forward as a conmmunity.

So, | just wanted to voice on behal f of
my nei ghbors and obvi ously as a concerned
resident in Bay Ridge, that we are in a very
interesting time just, you know, not just
wit hin the nei ghborhood, but on a national

| evel where we honestly have to make sure
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that we unify as one. And | know that as a
whole in the community, | know business
owners all throughout the district, and I
know a | ot would agree with the fact that if
it does get redistricted, it would be
detrimental to the conmmunity and the progress
t hat we have made.

And | want to thank everybody for
listening to me. Thank you so nuch.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, sir, for
your testimony.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Next is Peter Stanza
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Thank you. How are you

doing? |1'mgoing to read this on behalf of
the current three council nembers. It's a
letter that we've submtted. "' mjust going

to read it out loud as well.

“"As elected officials representing
Staten Island, we are asking that you do
everything in your power to keep Staten
| sland's three City Council Districts --

District 49, 50, and 51 -- entirely within
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t he borough as you draw new City Counci
maps. Chapter 2A and Section 52 of the
New York City Charter, which sets forth
criteria for the district plan that the
decennial Districting Comm ssion must follow,
provides explicit instructions for the
Comm ssion to keep communities of interest
t oget her.

"District lines shall keep intact
nei ghbor hoods and communities with
established ties of comon interest and
associ ati on, whether historical, racial,
economc, ethnic, religious or other.'
Furthernore, the Charter states that a
"district shall not cross borough or county
boundaries, nor shall it be drawn for the
pur pose of separating geographic
concentrations of voters enrolled in the same
political party into two or nore districts in
order to dimnish the effective
representation of such voters.'

Now, | think this |anguage makes it
abundantly clear that splitting one of the

aforementioned City Council Districts between
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Staten Island and Brooklyn or Staten Island
and Manhattan would violate both the spirit
and intent of the City Charter by breaking up
a community of interest.

A 102-square-mle island three tines
the size of Manhattan, but with |ess than
one-third its population, Staten Island is
very distinct from other boroughs in
New York City. This starts with the fact
that the only way to get to Staten Island is
by bridge or boat, because we are the only
borough wi t hout a subway system connecting us
to the rest of the City. | think this
di sconnect edness has created a unique culture
and i mbued its residents with a strong sense
of social, geographic and political
i ndependence.

Staten Island is by far the nost
subur ban borough, with more acres of parks
and open spaces than any other in the City.

A majority of our residents, 69 percent, own
their homes, while nore than three quarters
of residents in Brooklyn and Manhattan, our

cl osest neighbors, are renters. More than
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83 percent of Staten Island househol ds have
cars, most of them more than one. I n
Brookl yn and Manhattan, where there are an
abundance of public transportation options,
only 40 percent and 22 percent of househol ds
own cars, respectively.

| n Brookl yn and Manhattan, nmore than
70 percent of registered voters are Denocrats
and |l ess than 9 percent are Republicans.
Staten Island is nmuch nore politically and
i deol ogically diverse, with 41 percent of
voters regi stered as Denocrats, 31 percent as
Republicans, and the remaining split between
third parties and i ndependents.

It's because of these conditions
residents across the three City Counci
Districts of Staten |Island have much nore in
common with each other than they do with
residents from other boroughs, especially
when it comes to concerns about City policy.
These concerns transcend ideol ogy, racial and
ethnic identity and political boundaries. W
care much nmore about property taxes and water

bills, about the cost of tolls and the state
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of our roads than others who do not directly
pay property taxes, nor drive cars.

Due to our varied geography and built
environment, ranging from dense high-rises to
sprawl i ng suburban homes and beachfront
bungal ows, we have very different
infrastructure and public safety needs.
Because of our diverse political ideologies,
we often disagree strongly with our fellow
New Yorkers on | egislative and budgetary
I ssues.

And this is why political
representation that is entirely from Staten
| sland matters so nuch. Splitting one of the
Council Districts with another borough wl|
not only dilute Staten Islanders' votes, it
will stifle Staten Island's distinctive voice
in the City Council. W ask that you
preserve that voice.

Thank you for your time and
consideration in this matter.

Very truly yours, Joseph C. Borelli,
Kam | | ah Hanks and David Carr."

(Appl ause) .
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CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you to each
of the three Council Menbers. Thank you very
much.

Next is virtual. Ben Weinberg.

MR. WEI NBERG: Hel |l o, Comm ssi oners.
Good afternoon and thank you for giving nme
the time to testify today.

My name is Ben Weinberg, and I amthe
Policy Director at Citizens Union, an
i ndependent and nonpartisan good gover nment
group. We have been involved in
redistricting for decades, including in this
process, aimng to ensure that it is
conducted in a fair, transparent and
I ndependent manner. And we have trained
hundreds of New Yorkers to engage with the
Comm ssion. Many of them have testified
bef ore you.

As this round of hearing concl udes
t oday, we just want to offer a few
suggesti ons on how to maxim ze participation
before the August hearings. First, we
appreciate the Comm ssion's work to inprove

public input by conducting these five
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prelimnary hearings, by scheduling them

bef ore and after work hours, providing

| anguage interpreters and planning to rel ease
an online mapping tool. | want to encourage
the Comm ssion to make the testinonies and
proposed maps public as soon as possi bl e.

Bef ore August, we suggest the
Comm ssion increases the -- increase outreach
and advertising, including multi-I|anguage
advertising. Preparing a testimny takes
time and effort, and that August heari ng
advertising should give people sufficient
time to prepare, and it should al so use
community and ethnic media outlets and ensure
t hat outreach is conducted in the City's ten
desi gnated | anguages. So far, the invites to
heari ngs have only been in Engli sh.

We al so recommend the Comm ssion to
proactively seek input fromthe affected
areas that have not engaged in the process
yet. So, we've seen hundreds of people
testify, which is incredible, but sone
Council Districts do remain without a voice.

Actively reaching out to comunity-based
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groups and trusted nessengers, especially in
t he nei ghborhoods that will see their
districts changed, would really help. W
suggest hol di ng hearings in different

mar gi nali zed communities protected under the
VRA, and we offer other practical suggestions
in our written testinony.

One final note: This hearing -- after
this hearing, you will move to the conpl ex
and politically delicate part of the process,
which is actually map-drawi ng. Considering
the recent experience with redistricting, we
urge the Comm ssion to take explicit steps to
ensure they remain inpartial when di scussing
and negotiating and voting on future maps.

So, this includes adopting a code of
ethics, as many redistricting comm ssions do,
addressing political conflicts for the
members who are affiliated with i ncunbents or
candi dates or canpaign activities. And al so,
di scl osi ng any conversations you m ght have
related to map-making with individuals
out si de the Conmm ssi on.

We al so suggest that the Conm ssion
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acconmpany the draft plan map that you will
issue in July with a written expl anation that
all ows the public to understand the reasons
behi nd the map-maki ng deci sions, the
underlying data that you used for each
district and other major factors. This is

al so an opportunity to invite nore input on
specific areas, which the Comm ssioners want
nmore information on.

Thank you for giving ne the time to
speak today, and good |luck with drawi ng the
maps.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testimony. And just as a point of
informati on, the Manhattan and Queens are up
al ready and they are posted, and Brooklyn
will be up shortly.

MR. WEI NBERG. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Benedict Snyder.

SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Say agai n.

Okay. The hearing from Queens and
Manhattan -- |'m sorry -- are up. Brooklyn

wi Il be up shortly, the testinonies.
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MR. SNYDER: Good evening to all. M
name i s Benedict Snyder. |'m the president

of the Staten Island Liberian Community. I
represent a conmmunity of over 10,000

Li berians outside of West Africa within the
New York City area.

And all of the previous speakers have
presented the same sentinments. Today, by
virtue of the Constitution, you're here to
live up to that Constitutional requirement,
notwi t hst andi ng, you al so have the
opportunity and the responsibility to |isten
to the voice of reasoning. All of these
speakers have given you reasons to hold
District 49 intact.

The recent election says, as a
testimony in our area because of the
uni gueness of our adm xi ng many of our senior
citizens and our citizenry, we're at the
verge of being disenfranchised during the
el ectoral process, only because it did not
have the requisite information regarding the
redistricting. That's one area that needs to

be | ooked at, al so.
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Bef ore you go further, like I'm going
to echo again, District 49 has a unique
cul ture. From our standpoint, we run a food
pantry. A food pantry that caters to people
fromall walks of |life -- Liberians, Asi ans
Hi spanics, you nane it; that's the
uni queness. And if this is taken away from
us, we will not be able to stand together as
a community. This is our plea. Again, we
ask that you please listen to the voice of
reasoning and allow District 49 to remain as
it is.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your

testinmony.

Next is virtual. Antoinnette Donegan.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Reverend. |[|'m sorry.
Rever end.

REV. DONEGAN: Yes, Hi. Good
afternoon. M apologies. | have a garbage
truck in the background, so | do apol ogi ze

for the extra noi se.
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| want to first thank you for allow ng
me to speak virtually today. | reside
currently in the Mariners Harbor area. I
work and | worship in the Stapleton area. |
have been a resident for over 40 years.
speak as clergy, comunity advocate and
concerned citizen.

Separating the North Shore, having it
be a part of another part of either Brooklyn
or wherever, would be a tremendous disaster.
The current conmposition of this very racially
di verse community in the North Shore is
different than other parts of Staten Island,
and our needs are very different, and many.

By suggesting, suggest that separating
the North Shore, it would not be the best
interest of the community menbers that |ive
here. We are unique in our conmposure.

Meani ng, as you've heard, we have | arge
numbers of West African descent, Asians,

Hi spani cs and African- Ameri cans. By
splitting the North Shore, the
representation, the needed resources, which

i ncl udes housing, medical facilities and
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transportation, would be a huge chall enge.

The North Shore depends on public
transportation greatly, nore than other parts
of Staten Island. The majority of the
Nort h Shore do not have two cars. They do
not -- sonme don't have one car. They depend
on public transportation. And unlike other
boroughs, they -- the only thing we have are
buses.

We on the North Shore are facing a gun
vi ol ence crisis. It is fueled by high
poverty pockets in our comunity, which no
one can address or understand. But to our
el ected officials that are already in office
at present or like some previous, |ike our
former councilwoman who are native Staten
| sl anders, our voice is unique and is
power f ul .

We need to stay as a whole in the
49th District. Our needs on the North Shore
are very different. Not -- they are unlike
any ot her borough in the whole New York City.
And | don't wish to continue to be redundant,

but | want to reiterate that the North Shore
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shoul d not be separated, as it will result in
bei ng swal | owed up by other parts of
Br ookl yn.
Thank you again for allowing ne to
speak.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Reverend.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R WALCOTT: Sarmuel (i naudi bl e).
Samuel ?
MR SAMUEL: Yes.
CHAI R WALCOTT: " m sorry. I f you
could just say your full name for me.
MR SAMUEL: Sanuel (i naudible).
CHAI R WALCOTT: And for the record, can
you just say it again, so that way --
MR SAMUEL: MWy full name is Sanuel
(i naudi ble). Call me SOS.
| ' m echoing the same thoughts that nost
of the speakers are echoing, that there's a
uni queness about Staten Island that -- | come
from originally, from Ghana, and we have a
tradition and a culture that is very
synonomous of most of the West African

residents on Staten | sl and.
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If I just go back a few years, we had
the cultural diversity program that was being
hel d at Wagner Col |l ege, that was all a
showcase of about 13 different cultures that
were residents of Staten Island. And you
could see the diversity, the top history of
the various cultures that existed on Staten
| sl and during those days. For sone reason,

t hat program was defunded and it was done.

But it admtted so many students who
lived in and around New York City to come and
experience the various cultures that existed
in Staten Island. And nost of these projects
wer e funded through our counci
representatives and through the | egislative
t hat was existing at that tinme.

And since that program was defunded, |
believe nmost of you have kids or graduates in
your homes who, when they go to graduation
cerenoni es, put on this fancicated things
around their neck, and it's become a symbol
of so many things to racial prograns
nati onwi de. But that is what Staten

| sland -- this is the only place where you
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can find and | ook out traditional room made
from Ghana, but it was constructed here by an
Italian contractor. An ltalian worker from
Wagner .
And just fromthe pictures that we gave
himw th the di mensions and everything, this
guy was able to construct a direct replica of
a painted room And we have four of them |
haven't seen it in any other states or any
ot her borough. And this is what Staten
| sland stands for. Please keep 49 together.
Thank you.
(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, sir.
Di amond Denpss (phonetic).
(No response).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Di anond Dempss?
(No response).

CHAI R WALCOTT: Ant hony Reinhart?

MR. REI NHART: Hello. Am | good?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can hear you.
Wel cone.

MR. REI NHART: Okay. Good eveni ng,
Chair Wal cott and Menbers of the Districting
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Comm ssion. M nanme is Anthony Reinhart, and
| am the chairman of the Staten Island
Republican Party.

As this Comm ssion continues forward
with its important work, | respectfully urge
that the forthcom ng map proposal take into
account the uni queness of our Staten Island
community. Our community of interest onto
its own, the people of Staten Island can be
best represented at the nunicipal |evel of
governnent by elected officials whose
district lines are wholly contained within
Ri chnond County.

The 49th, 50th and 51st Counci l
Districts as they stand today are wholly
contained within our county, as has been
hi ghl i ghted by the Comm ssion, the Charter
and State Law, there's a need to keep
communities of interest together, and there
is a desire to limt crossover districts.
The Staten Island comunity is unique to our
city in numerous ways.

For instance, we are the only borough

to have just one school district, District
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31. You'll also find that [ ocal nonprofit
organi zati ons, some whom you've heard from

al ready today, are indeed headquartered right
here in the community that they serve --

| ocal schools, local nonprofits, |ocal
residents, would all be dealt a disservice if
any of our three council districts are
extended into another borough.

|t should be noted that as the |ines
currently exist, all residents can reach
their council member's office w thout
incurring a bridge toll. |If any of these
Staten Island districts are extended into
anot her borough, residents from one side or
the other will find thenselves paying a hefty
toll just to be able to engage in the events
and services of their council member. This
woul d be a great disservice to the people of
t hat given district.

As we've heard from many of the
speakers before me, Staten |slanders,
Republ i cans, Democrats and | ndependents ali ke
understand that our borough is best served by

elected officials who are based solely within
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our borough. And in sone, the 51st, 50th and
49t h Districts are unique and are best suited
to remain conpletely within the borders of
Ri chnond County. To do otherw se woul d
dilute Staten Island's representative power.
Our Staten Island community of interest will
be best represented by doing so.

Thank you so much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinmony.

Next is Helen Settles.

MS. SETTLES: Good afternoon. Okay.
Wel come to this kal ei doscope nosaic of a
borough, particularly the North Shore. And I
say that -- my name is Helen Settles. | was
an educator for 36 years on Staten |sl and,

and many of the schools, even where our

present City Councilwoman went, |1.S. 61, and
| have seen -- and |I've continued to live
here since 1973. | cane here 1968 when the

bridge was 50 cents and the ferry was a
ni ckel, so |I go back.
But |'ve continued to live here since

1973, and |'ve taught school here 36 years.
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| even taught at W I | owbrook State School
bef ore Geraldo Rivera did his exposé. |
taught in the public schools, and | have seen
Staten Island's uni queness -- South Shore,
M d-1sl and, North Shore. But North Shore is
my home. This is where | have worked and
wor ked with just hundreds and hundreds of
youth in this community.

| am presently the civic engagement
chairperson for the Staten Island branch of
t he NAACP, and |I've worked very closely with
many organi zations that worked with you.
am a proud menber of Project Hospitality
Board of Directors for 35 years, and | have
seen what we have done in this North Shore
community. The people we have fed, the
peopl e we have hel ped and for the
Comm ssion -- well, hopefully the Comm ssion
won't consider splitting the Council District
on Staten Island, particularly the
Nort h Shore.

The North Shore is unique and diverse,
and the people here work and live as a

famly. And we know we don't want to split
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fam lies up because for years |'ve worked to

keep fam lies together. So, let's keep the
North Shore together, all the different
non-for-profits who work in the North Shore
and work with all the people on Staten

| sland, let's keep them together because we
are one diverse, nmpsaic, kal eidoscope of a
bor ough.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, virtual. Hect or Fer nandez.

MR. FERNANDEZ: Hi. Can you hear nme?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.

MR. FERNANDEZ: All right. Thank you
very much.

Thank you for hearing our comunity
comments and concerns. | concur with the
overwhel mng majority of speakers. One thing
t hat shoul d al ways be taken into account is
that there are always wi nners and | osers to
any change of this nature. And this is just

a fact of life. VWhat we need to do is to
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ensure that Staten |sland does not |ose from
this redistricting.

| grew up in Corona, Queens. | was
born and raised in Queens. MW famly
purchased a house here on Staten Island in
2006. |"ve raised ny kids here and we made a
l'ife here. But when one thinks about Staten
| sland, it's really its own ani mal. It's
really very different than the other
bor oughs.

For exanple, when | first nmoved here,
after the first big rain, my basenment
fl ooded. | went to Honme Depot and | said,
“"What's happeni ng?" They said, "That's
Staten |sl and. Everyone here needs a sunp
pump if you got a house because your basenent
m ght flood."

When | was thinking of [eaving nmy job
Downtown to work in Mdtown, | had to factor
the time that it would take to get here.
Because again, you know, our -- we have very
uni que commute experiences. | have a
col | eague who lives in Philadel phia, and the

Anmtrak that she takes gets her to her job in
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a hour and a half, about 50 m nutes nore than
my express bus, so i mgine.

Any ot her borough in the City, kids
don't need to drive or famlies m ght not
even have a car. Kids definitely don't need
to drive at 17 because there are subways
everywhere. | remenber taking subways to
anyplace in the City as a kid in Queens. Not
my kids. There are no subways here. They
ei ther have to take the bus or | have to
drive themto places.

The reason | say all of this is that
Staten Island, again, is a different ani ml.
A person from Brooklyn does not know t hat
Hyl an Boul evard can fl ood during a stormor a
rai nstorm because of whatever the plunbing
i ssues are over there. Or that if one visits
Cl ove Lakes Park, they can be accosted by 47
turkeys that may or may not be friendly. Or
that a deer may run into your car while
driving on Staten |Island Expressway and give
you a dirty | ook.

| never knew any of that when | |ived

i n Queens. | do now as | live in Staten
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| sland. Staten Island has such uni que
i ssues, so distinct fromthe other boroughs
in the City. It should remain separate.
Merging it with Brooklyn or Lower Manhattan
woul d inevitably lead to the risk of our
nei ghbors | osing; |osing services, |osing
representation that understands them  For
t hat reason, we should strive to keep Staten
| sland District separate and distinct from
t he ot her boroughs.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testimony.

Next i s Abou.

MR. DI AKHATE: Hel | o. Thank you,
Chai rman, for the opportunity. And we really
commend this Comm ssion comng to Staten
| sland to actually include us in the process.
This is for past loyalty and accountability
and | stand for that.

Today, |'m going to read. Usual |y, |
don't, but | want to be quick because |I'm
pl edging for the cause of the Staten I|sland

community. Because Staten Island is one
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community and it is invincible, and we wil|l
not et Staten Island to be divided.
My name is Abou Sy Di akhate, I'm an
advocate and community organi zer. | am the

culture of Staten Island | mm grant Council.

| heard Reverend Troia and so many of nmny
fellow | eaders who have been working hard to
mai ntain and to promote inclusion and that is
in our comunity. W all echo the same song.
And again, |'mgoing to read the (i naudible)
because we have come a | ong way, and we don't
want to go from square one.

Because all this hard work that we have
done over years and years should not be in
vain. Therefore, Chairman and all the
Comm ssion sitting here today, | would Iike
to really urge that we keep the existing
Staten Island Council District. W don't
want to go back from square one, as | said
earlier. Because as a community, we have so
many differences.

" moriginally from Senegal ,

West Africa. And after | crossed the

Atlantic, Staten Island is the borough that
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wel comed me. This is nmy second house,

al though it's seven-hour flight to Senegal.
And why |I'm saying that because the

uni queness of the borough, again, we don't
want to jeopardize that. Because having this
redistricting, the first question |I asked
nmyself is -- why? Why?

Of course, statistic can be silent.
| "' m not going to go back to statistic, but if
you | ook at the cut from 2000 and 2010, it's
not that big. Yes, it's a difference, a
slight difference. That should not be a
reason to come up with this redistricting by
really dividing our district.

And | do not read nuch, but | strongly
recommend that the New York City Districting
Comm ssi on should keep Staten Island within
its own borough because the reality and the
di fference are so huge. Manhattan, Brooklyn,
Bronx -- of course, we're all New Yorkers,
but they have their own realty. W have been
fighting for fair chance. Fair share in our
di strict where access should be the key word.

Access to resource. Access to resource
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because nobody should be Ieft behind.
The process only recognhi ze one word,
which is inclusiveness. In 2020, | think we

all have equity plan. W're all fighting for
i nequality, but inequality should not be with
census. Because the Constitution that we
wanted to present and the Constitution that
we wanted to promote has one main conponent
which is human right. And human right is
everywhere -- everywhere, including Staten
| sl and.

Thank you again for this opportunity.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Virtual. Kat heri ne Khatari. Okay.
Kat heri ne Khatari ?

MS. KHATARI : How are you?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Hel | o.

MS. KHATARI: Can you guys hear me?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can. Wel cone.

MS. KHATARI: Okay. Thank you.

|'d like to introduce nyself. M nane
is Katherine Khatari. l'ma lifel ong

Brooklynite, and | grew up in Flatbush. And
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| moved to Bay Ridge later in life because |
was a busi ness owner. And | don't know whose

idea it is about redistricting, City Councils
and dividing the comunities. W've come a

| ong way in uniting our comunities and
addressing the needs of everyone in our
communities.

And Staten Island, | have famly
members there. | know about their flooding,
their turkeys, their deers, their skunks --

t he whole thing, and them being |like a
stepchild in the City of New York. But if
you start redistricting everything, you're
going to make us all stepchildren. And we
all fought to be a united New York, not to be
di vi ded.

And you keep getting these conpanies
t hat have nothing to do with New York as
consulting firms and experts, but the only
experts in the room are us New Yorkers. We
don't want to be divided. W don't want City
Council to preach anynmore to us. You did
enough damage under the coronavirus and we're

still suffering with that, and now you want
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to break us up. We're not going to stand for
it. We're going to fight to the bitter end,
and we want to keep our districts the way it
remain.

Stop dividing us 'cause it's not going
to work. Remember your oath. And we the
people rule at the end of the day and we're
going to stand firmand we're going to fight
t oget her. "1l fight with Staten |Island and
' m sure Staten Island will fight with us.
But keep Brooklyn in Brooklyn, Staten I|Island
in Staten |Island, Bay Ridge in Bay Ridge,

FIl at bush in Flatbush, you know the name.

Pl ease don't disregard our voices
because we're here. W're going to stay and
we're going to fight for our comunities. No
more relying on the City to tell us what's
right for us and our famlies. W're done
with that. Remember your oath. Renmenmber the
Constitution. And we're proud Americans and
we're going to fight as one unit.

Thank you for hearing me and pl ease

hear our words and take themto

consideration. W' re done talking. W're
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ready to fight forward. Thank you guys.
Have a good night. Thank you.
(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

ls it Mohammed Chowdhury?

MR. CHOWDHURY: Good eveni ng.

First of all, welcome to this forgotten
borough. | hope with your help we'll not be
forgotten in the future and our elected
officials here and, you know, distinguished
| eaders from our community.

We are together here in Staten |sland.
"Il give you one story before | introduce
myself. You know, a new imm grant called me
from South Asian country, Bangl adesh, he's
newl y (inaudible) with his famly and asked
me about the, you know -- in the East Coast,
what woul d be the best city to raise his
t hree daughters. And when | say to him |
live in Staten |sl and. It's a borough within
New York City. | believe it is one of the
best boroughs, and | brought all my famly

menbers since 1996 here. | have nore than 40
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fam lies here now. They are ny relatives, ny
friends.

And why | say this, you can ask ne
questi on. Is it poor public transportation.
Our communi cation is different. | would not
say bad. We are fighting to inprove our
communi cation system OQur | eaders are
wor ki ng hard to i mprove this communi cati on.
But my point is Staten Island is, you know,
many people say (inaudible), ferry but |
(i naudi ble). This is not all.

The people of Staten |Island, very close
ties comunity. | *'m not saying only District
49 where | live. | ' m tal ki ng about Staten
| sland is such a unit because we are together
during Sandy, during our sadness, during our
happi ness. We are a comunity that we want
to be together. Please do not try to
consi der us as the census nunber.

You all know these things. During the
census, that COVID prevented many popul ati on,
many groups to put their name and list it on
the census. So, few thousand | ess people

does not mean that you can use that threshold
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to divide us and add us wi th other
communities across the boroughs. That wil
not help our community. It will not help our
politicians. It will not help the City of
New Yor k. Pl ease consider us as a comunity,
not the census nunber.
Let's tal k about nmyself. | am Mohanmed

Kari m Chowdhury, National Secretary of the
Al l'i ance of South Asian American Labor. I
also sit in various statew de positions in
New York State Public Enmpl oyees Federation,
i ncluding a E-board nmember, Ochi ad Park
(phonetic), a statewi de department election
conpany. | also sit over there as a -- what
it's called? A judicial delegate and New
York -- Richnond County Denocratic Party

(i naudi bl e) .

WIIl say this: MWhat | do, | represent
my community here. M organization, ASAAL,
Al l'iance of South Asian Anmerican Labor, would
like to submt a written statenment to this
di stingui shed commttee -- Conm ssion, to
consi der about the South Asian issue. But

ASAAL does not only represent South Asians.
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ASAAL al so build relation with other
community groups, and we are together in this
j our ney.

My humbl e request, please do not
consi der us as nunbers. Consider our unique
concept, unigque needs, unique social life.
You know, every day | work in Manhatt an,
125th Street. | use every day, one hour and
45 m nutes, one-hour travel and come back.
And many of ny statew de coll eagues ask ne,
“"Why you are not getting, you know, a house
i n Manhattan, Brooklyn, Bronx or even Queens?
Many of your South Asian people live there."

| said, "When | moved here -- noved to
Staten Island in 1996, ny famly noved here."
We are in love with this borough. W |ove
this borough's structure, needs and the
peopl e of this borough. So, every time when
you come - -

CHAI R WALCOTT: If you could stop
t here.

MR. CHOWDHURY: Yes, thank you.

When we come every day to the ferry, we

see 70,000 people use that ferry, and we

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
131

build our relationship one-way going, one-way
com ng.

Thank you for your time. | w sh you
all will vote to keep us together, not divide
us. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testinmony.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Next, virtual. Fonr ay
Griffith (phonetic). Pharein Griffith?

Okay. |1've got two different pronunciations.
That's Pharein Griffith. M. Giffith.

MS. GRI FFI TH: Good eveni ng.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good eveni ng.

MS. GRIFFI TH: Can you hear me? Good
eveni ng, Chair Walcott and menbers of the
Comm ssion. Thank you for this opportunity
to speak today.

My name is Pharein Griffith, and |I am
the chair of the Manhattan 10 Nei ghbor hood
Advi sory Board, otherw se known as NAB, at
t he Department of Youth and Community
Devel opment, DYCD, which covers Central

Harl em from 110th Street from between Fifth
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Avenue to Morningside Park, St. Nicholas Park
up to Jacki e Robinson Park, all the way west
to 160th Street in the Harlem River Drive.

| am testifying today regarding the
possi bl e changes to Council District 9 and
the effect that it may have to the
Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Board. The
Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Board assist the City
with allocating funding, federal funding for
program services and activities for Title 1
funded communities under the Comunity
Services Bl ock Grant based on the community
needs.

Al t hough, the funding is federal and
based on census data, it's allocated to
communities below the national poverty line
within the boundaries of both the Conmunity
Board and City Council. I am concerned if
the northern part of Council District 9,
whi ch i ncludes the Polo Grounds, Rangel NYCHA
Houses, and the world famus Rucker Park is
redistrict into the Washi ngton Hei ghts
district, may have an inpact on the program

services and activities in Central Harlem

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
133

The Pol o Grounds has the Police
At hl etic League that receives Title 1
fundi ng, that services the youth from Harlem
River -- Harlem River, Polo Grounds, Rangel,
Drew Ham | ton NYCHA conpl exes and the
residents in between. Council District 9 has
a very large senior population, and many |ive
in the Polo Grounds and Rangel Houses that
participate with many of the program services
and activities -- and activities funded by
t he Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Board and DYCD,
such as senior centers and food pantries, to
name a few.

CD 9 has a rich culture, a rich and
hi storic culture. It is the heartbeat of
Harl em  When you think of Harlem you think
of Central Harlem Council District 9 is the
only district in the City Council that has a
bl ack African-American representation for the
borough of Manhattan. Every three years,
DYCD conducts a community needs assessnent,
and the Nei ghborhood Advisory Board ensures
those needs are met with funding the

adequate -- excuse me, adequate program
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services and activities.

The Nei ghborhood Advisory Board has
done extensive comunity outreach and work
for the residents of CD 9 to ensure they have
a thriving community -- thriving community
and quality of life. W wouldn't want to see
that work or the funding be taken away due to
redistricting. Because the AM is getting
hi gher, and it is -- it will eventually push
out the residents who qualify for said
Title 1 funding.

| thank you for this opportunity to
speak before you this evening, and have a
great night.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, and the
same to you.

Robert Perkins. And as you wal k up,
|l et me say thank you for all your help.

MR. PERKINS: Okay. Thank you. |
appreciate you, and | appreciate your
(i naudi bl e) through the years, too. I
remember you. Thank you.

M. M chael Schnall, Roadrunner, right?

(i naudi bl e) we conmmuni cated a couple of times
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and we never met. All right.
Well, first and foremost, | definitely

t hank you all for allowing me to come up here
and speak. | got a couple of things to say.
First and forenost, you heard so much
about -- a lot of same | anguage, right? You
heard diluted. You heard injustice. You
heard famly. And one thing about Staten
| sland, we are famly. Dysfunctional a whole
l ot of times, right? A whole |ot of tinmes,
but we're famly. A comunity. Community
big time. The same people you see in the
room you see on the ground all the tinme. |
see these people everywhere, except ny
backyard barbecue. [|'m | ooking forward to

y'all comng to the backyard.

Rich in culture, unique. l'"man Air
Force veteran. | ve been around the world
several times. | never been no place |ike
Staten Island. | prom se you that. You

heard third-generation, fourth-generation.
lt's real. People, this is hone. ' m a
transplant fromHarlem | canme out here

about 33 years ago and got stuck. They
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1
2 adopted me. | adopted them And | regret
3 not one nove.
4 |''m actually the first African-Anmerican
5 district |leader in Staten Island's history.
6 Al ong with nmy counterpart Jasi Robinson, also
7 the first African Latino district |eader in
8 Staten Island's history. Along with the
9 first-first Debi Rose, who is the first
10 African- Ameri can councilwoman in Staten
11 | sl and' s history.
12 And it's not to say that, you know, "go
13 African-American." MWMhat |'m saying is how
14 t hi ngs changed. How things changed but yet
15 remains the same. In the sense that
16 regardl ess of the title -- because it's never
17 about that. |[It's about the work. | sit
18 back, | | ook at Terry Troi a. | fed
19 personally about 250,000 famlies on Staten
20 | sland. And if | did, she fed 25 mllion.
21 prom se you that.
22 | | ook at Abou -- Abou, he's here. |
23 | ook at the Golden Grls, the Mayor of Staten
24 | sland, Mrs. Marjorie Garden (phonetic). I
25 | ook at Mrs. Dickson. | ook at my man | mam
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fromBait-ul Jamaat. | look at my man from
Park Hill. This is -- these are people you
see on the ground all the time. All the
time. There's a saying, "If it ain't broke,

don't try to fix it." It ain't broke. A
little dysfunctional.

Peopl e take into consideration, Staten
| sland -- just the way New York is. New York
i's spice of people, so nothing's going to
change. COVID done nessed people up, not
just physically, but nmentally. W' re going
to be shifting and changi ng, but we -- you
know what? We are working together. The
sane people you see in this room here, you
see together. You're talking about ASAAL,
NAACP, La Col mena, Project Hospitality,
| mm grant Service, Bait-ul Janmat.

The young | ady made a st at ement
earlier, the only expert in this roomis the
experts in the room And they're experts
because they're here each and every day.
This is the only borough |I know that you
could wal k down the block, talk to the

borough president, talk to the council woman,
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talk to anybody you want in office and have a
genui ne conversation and actually get stuff
done.

(Appl ause) .

MR. PERKI NS: So, it's not about --
listen, it's not broke, guys. W're just a
work in progress. Please take that in
consi deration. | get caught up, that's all.
This battle is real and this is with all due
respect to Brooklyn. Listen, if y'all want
to come out and pay that $20 to come across,
come across. Ask for Perk and we'll have a
picnic. | prom se you, right, and it's no
di srespect to them But |eave Staten |sl and
al one |l et us do what we do. We're wi nning;
understand that. We're wi nning. Please
allow us to win.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: Next is -- is it Ahmed?

MR. AHMED: Good afternoon, Comm ssi on.
Thank you very nmuch, Community Menbers, for
bei ng here this evening. And thank you to

all the speakers who have spoken ahead of ne,
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especially our elected officials.

Just so we echo what has been stated
here this afternoon, | |love the smell of
Staten Island. And you cannot i magi ne how
Staten Island is glued together, and those of
you outside of Staten Island don't inmagine
that. But nmy name is Ahmed Cago (phonetic),
and |' m speaking on behalf of the African and
Muslim comunity of Staten Island.

As you all know, we have heard from
nmost of the speakers this evening. It takes
a lot to get to where we are today.
| mm grant communities |ove to group and group
together. A reason why you heard the Sri
Lankan community here, the Latin American
communities and the African communities here
on the North Shore because we |ove to group
together. We |love to work together as
famlies in comunities.

As the course and then recovery is
goi ng on, please help provide support for
Staten |slanders, so we can continue to grow,
instead of shattering the progress we've

gai ned across | anguage barriers, ethnicities,
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traditional and religious barriers in trying
to become neutral citizens. Please recognize
t hese struggles and do not |et us stop on the
(i naudi bl e). Please save the progress we've
cultivated collectively over the years.

We are confortable with those we
al ready know, including our elected officials
who are able to identify nost, if not all, of
us by our nanes. | see as the gentleman just
spoke here and he actually menti oned nmost of
us by names. And this is a comunity
where -- as | said, and he just nentioned it.
You can come to Borough Hall and get your
stuff done. And in Iight of what the Mayor
Is saying, "get stuff done,"” this is the
borough where stuff is done.

Yes, sir, M. Chair.

(Laughter).

MR. AHMED: And by saying that -- just
i ke my coll eague just now, the speaker
before me just stated, we can manually wal k
to our different destinations. |[|f MIA
doesn't provide me the bus on time, | cycle

and | can drive. This is the only borough
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you have that privilege to do that. Yes,
we're getting tickets as well, but guess

what ? We have the support that we need to
conti nue building our communities. And we're
here as a very tight comunity,
dysfunctional, but it's working.

(Laughter).

MR. AHMED: It is working. And
sometimes it's nice to be dysfunctional
because you see what you didn't perceive.
And what you take for granted, you actually
cherish it. So, by standing here today,
again, on behalf of all the comunities that
are here, including the African community and
the Muslimcomunities, let me say this
again: W've cone a very long way to see
that we feel confortable where we have our
Majlis, we have our synagogues and actually
come sit down and talk. W have our own
spaces where we bring our famly issues and
mai N concerns.

Pl ease keep Staten Island as you see
Staten Island. | would be happy to cone to

you one nore time and say, "Thank you for
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saving Staten |Island, for saving us."

Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

MODERATOR: Angel a Si sco.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Angela Sisco? Oh,
there she is. Take your time.

MS. SISCO: Hello. | see there's a
timer there.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Go ahead. It's a
start.

MS. SISCO: | went to Catholic school.
So, we have to pay attention to those things.

So, I'mfrom Bay Ridge Brooklyn and
| ve never been to a public hearing before.
| worked all day and | felt this was
I mportant enough to come to and address. And
| have been sitting here listening to
everybody. | think I"mthe only one from
Br ookl yn here.

People from Staten -- thank you.
People from Staten Island are tal king about

their uniqueness. They are, in fact, unique,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
143

but in Bay Ridge, we share that uniqueness.
|, too, know about the turkeys, the ones that
are damagi ng the cars. | know about the
flood issues. | know about the
transportation issues. W share many of the
same i ssues, except for the turkeys.

We get stuck on the Belt Parkway
together. We're connected geographically,
soci oeconom cal ly, that includes Dyker and
Gravesend that are currently in the district.
It is a tremendous m stake to separate the
district. There's no reason for it. And any
reason to do it is gerrymandering, plain and
si npl e.

We are one. | paid the toll to come
here today. | was happy to do it. I'm
expecting a barbecue invitation, by the way.

(Laughter).

MS. SISCO. And Bay Ridge, Dyker,
Gravesend, Staten Island -- we are all
connected by that wonderful bridge. There's
no reason to add Sunset Park and Park Sl ope.
They're great places. M daughter went to

school in Park Slope, but they don't have
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cars there. There's no place to park.
Nobody parks over at the park. |'m kidding.

But they're conpletely different areas than
Staten |Island, Bay Ridge, Dyker, Gravesend.
|t doesn't make any sense to separate them
except for gerrymanderi ng.

Thank you for your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for
com ng out.

Next -- you m ssed it. He said he'll
have you at his house for the barbecue.

Reverend Valerie Grant-Martin.

Rever end?

MR. PERKI NS: Let's go.

REV. GRANT- MARTI N: Good eveni ng,
everybody.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good eveni ng.

REV. GRANT- MARTI N: It's a pleasure to
be here. And thank you all for this
wonder ful opportunity.

| sit back here and I listened to
everybody speaking. But |I'm going to tel
you something, if you want to get a little

glimpse of the uniqueness and the culture and
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everything that |I've heard about here, take a
wal k down Victory Boul evard and you'll see
the Sri Lankan restaurants, you'll see the
Jamai can restaurants. | thought my curry was
good, but guess what?
(Laughter).
REV. GRANT- MARTI N: And | |l ove ny food,
but when | tried the Sri Lankan curry, tell
me about it. So, that's sone of the exanples

of the uniqueness.

| am Reverend Valerie Grant-Martin from
West Brighton, District 49. And |'ve been
there for 25 years. So, |'ve seen the good,
t he bad and the ugly, you know, even the
dysfunctional, right? And I'mw th Project
Hospitality as well. | was at Board of
El ection as well, so | know all of the little
itty-bitty around the area, right?

But let me tell you something here: W
forget one major thing, the historical
pl antation of Staten Island. W talk about
Sandy Ground, if anybody knows about Sandy
Ground. And did you know about Tonpkins

Avenue? It was a historical Black conmmunity,
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dating back to the American Revol utionary
time. And while there was ensl avement on
Staten Island, the Stapleton community becane
a hub of welcom ng people, free bl ack
persons, right? And a strong hold of black
cultured community.

In Park Hill, nmore than 8,000 Liberians
live and majority of Park Hill is comprised
of West African communities. And we talk
about Ni gerian, Benanian (phonetic), to nane
a few, and we heard everyone from those
communities. All right? But let me just say
somet hing here. The North Shore is
reflective of a deeply historical background,
to have a voice in their future and the
future of our children, especially the
children who don't have a honme of their own.
Children in foster care. And |I know what |'m
sayi ng because | have been a foster parent
for years.

So, we need to keep this district
toget her -- amen? And preaching again. Let
me go on preaching. W need to keep this

district together. | can't | eave the amen
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out. Separating our historic black
nei ghbor hoods from Di strict 49 will severely,
severely, significantly inmpair the voice of
our black people, of our culture, of our own
Staten |sl and.

In Jamai ca, they have a saying, "W

l'i kkl e but wi tallawah." That means, it's a
smal | island, but we are strong. Look around
you. Look here. We have Council woman Debi
Rose, Robert Perkins, we have Reverend Troia

and all these strong people here in this

communi ty.

Earlier, we had Ms. Curtis who we know

many years. She went by Curtis High School.

This is a black community -- no, not just

bl ack, a cultural community that's very

strong. Let's keep it together. And |I'm not

even going to | ook at the notes anynore.

Let's just keep it together as one. Forget

about the redistricting. Let us just keep it

together and try the cultural day, a cult
day. Like -- thank you, Ms. Cameron, for
mentioni ng about Staten Island Coll ege wi

the cultural day. And you can taste all

ur al

th

t he

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing

July 7, 2022
148
essence of Staten |sland.
Thank you very nmuch.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Reverend.
And in closing, would any of our
Comm ssioners |like to have several seconds
for closing remarks? |If not, | will then say
to our Staten Islander for pitching in to
have cl osing remarks.
COVMM SSI ONER SCHNALL: Thank you. It's

really great that so many fol ks showed up.
This m ght be a record for sure. W are
smal | but we are m ghty.

(Appl ause) .

COWMM SSI ONER SCHNALL: So, keep engaged
with the Comm ssion. You can continue to
wat ch what we're doing online, social media.
We'll be out here again. |'m out here al
the time. So, |et us know what you're
hearing. Talk to your neighbors. W'IIl be
back once the maps are released. And keep
engaged and let's keep fighting for what our
di stricts need nostly.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And |I'm sorry. We have

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Staten

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

I sl and Public Hearing
July 7, 2022
149

one person who just jumped on, on virtual,
and it's still within our time limt.
So, Leah McCabe. Liam |'msorry.
Li am
MR. MCCABE: Hello. Can you hear nme?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.
MR. MCCABE: Hello. Can you hear nme?
CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can hear you.
MR. MCCABE: Sure. Sure. Thank you
very much. | appreciate it. | have to
apol ogi ze. |*'mon lunch right now, so |I'm
calling you frommnmy car.
| just want to testify about the
redistricting in Bay Ridge and Dyker Hei ghts.
| would just be saying obviously I think that
t he nei ghbor hoods shoul d be kept together.
think that, you know, we share the sane
police precincts. W share the sane
community boards. We have sim | ar housing
stock. | don't know what else has been said,
but | just wanted to put that on the record.
You know, the other thing |I wanted to
say is, you know, I'ma lifelong resident.

have deep roots into the community and, you
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know, this -- we've been dealing with sort of
redistricting in that nei ghborhood for many,
many years. |'mnot sure if the Commttee is
awar e, but many, many years ago, the

nei ghbor hood was divided -- and |I'm sure this
may have been said already -- into maybe
about six different assenbly districts, and
so it really waters down, you know, the
ability for us to have a real political voice
in the comunity.

You know, one thing we do have is an
intact City Council seat and an ability to
represent ourselves in that way. You know,
just recently -- as again, |'msure you're
aware, that was going back many years ago in
terms of the way the assenbly seats were cut
to represent our area. You know that the New
York State Supreme Court and other |lawsuits
were filed in other jurisdictions regarding
t he Congressional Seats and the Senate Seats,
and then there was a Special Master.

And | think a lot of it had to do --
and | think some of the major |awsuits

stemmed fromthe representation particularly
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in our area of New York. | know a | ot of the
| eadi ng people on that |awsuit were arguing

t hat the nei ghborhoods were just cut up too
much, and | think that may have played into
the fact why the Special Master had to
redraw.

So, again, | just inplore the
Comm ttee, you know, do not divide this
community. Do not put it into three
di fferent nei ghborhoods. By the way, just on
a political note, | would say -- and this is
factual -- | think it was the closest City
Council election, District 43 was the cl osest
election and it was all over the papers.

This was sonmet hing that went into a
recount. You had an election that was wi thin
a couple of hundred votes. You don't really
see close elections in this city, for the
most part. It's very few districts that have
that. |If you tear up that district, you'd be
tearing up, you know, one of the nost
conpetitive, closest City Council elections.
That's not the right thing you should do.

You shoul d keep el ections conpetitive, and
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you shoul d enbrace conpetition, especially
the one that's the nost conpetitive in the
City. So, that's about it for ne.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Well, let me say thank
you for taking your lunch hour and hopping in
your car. Much appreci at ed.

(Appl ause) .

MR. MCCABE: Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you. And ny
t hanks to the entire audi ence.

Judge, did you want to say sonet hing?

COWM SSI ONER GO: Let me just say one
thing. It was 250 years ago a bunch of
peopl e rebell ed agai nst the Redcoats and
embarked this country on this amazing journey
that we're still struggling to achieve. And
that's nothing better than denobcracy. And
that's why we're doing this redistributing.
We'll just try to be fair.

Thank you all for com ng, and | enjoyed
your coments. | hope I'Il get invited to a
bar becue.

(Laught er/ Appl ause).
MR. PERKINS: Come on over.
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1
2 COMM SSI ONER GO But | can't do that.
3 | can't do that. | would have to pull some
4 strings.
5 (1 naudi bl e banter).
6 COWM SSI ONER GO | want to say that
7 the Comm ssioners and | have a very tough
8 road ahead. We're going to try to be fair
9 and to follow the aw, and we'll remenber
10 your comments.
11 Thank you very nmuch for com ng.
12 (Appl ause) .
13 CHAI R WALCOTT: Get home safely.
14 (TIME NOTED: 7:00 p.m)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
July 7, 2022.

| further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 3rd day of September 2022.

OSubrina Brown— Olacwart

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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