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2 (Whereupon, the audio started.)

3 ANNOUNCER: Al'l right, we will get
4 started. | am -- and we're waiting on
5 Zoom here, they can't see us just yet,
6 but we do want to respect your time

7 here. W will start with our in-person
8 testi mony. We will have two city

9 council members to testify.

10 So, we'll start with council member
11 Hudson, followed by council member Osse.
12 And |I'1l rem nd everyone, each speaker
13 has three mi nutes, approxi mately.

14 CRYSTAL HUDSON: Thank you so much.
15 | " m the New York City council member for
16 Brooklyn's 35th District, which

17 encompasses the neighborhoods,

18 Crown Hei ghts, Prospect Heights,

19 Fort Green, Clinton Hill and Bedford

20 Stuyvesant. And thank you to

21 Chair Wal cott, Executive Director

22 Dr. Plato, and the New York City

23 District in Commi ssion, for the

24 opportunity to provide testimony today.
25 | previously submtted testimony in
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1
2 May, in which | explained my connection
3 to this district, and would |ike to
4 repeat some of that today.
5 | " ma third generation Brooklynite
6 and the daughter and granddaughter of
7 Jamai can and Honduran i mm grants. | was
8 the only child of a single mother, who
9 served as a nurse for more than 30 years
10 at Harl em Hospital, and raised me in the
11 same Prospect Heights community her
12 father laid roots in, when he i mmi grated
13 from Jamaica in the 1940s. | now live
14 in a home my mot her worked hard to buy
15 30 years ago, and | have now pl anted
16 roots of my own here in central
17 Br ookl yn.
18 My story is not unique. The 35th
19 District, is home to many folks |ike me,
20 form various backgrounds, from
21 mul ti-generational Caribbean i mm grant
22 fam lies in the Lobovich community in
23 Crown Hei ghts and the Bedford
24 Stuyvesant, to long-time Black American
25 fam lies in Fort Green, Clinton Hill and
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2 Prospect Heights, all of whom have deep
3 ties to these communities.

4 More than 14 thousand of these

5 residents live in NYCHA devel opments in
6 the district. Atl antic Term nal ,

7 Lafayette Gardens, Ingersoll Houses,

8 Farragut Houses, and Walt Whit man

9 Houses. The | ast three, of which used
10 to be one devel opment called Fort Green
11 Houses. These devel opments serve as

12 much of the cultural fabric of the 35th
13 District.

14 Our district is also home to newer,
15 predom nantly white Brooklynite's, who
16 want to plant roots in a diverse

17 community and contribute to it's growth
18 and prosperity. Diversity and history,
19 in particular Black history and cul ture,
20 is what makes the 35th District so

21 uni que.

22 We al so have the black retail owners
23 and restauranteurs who set up shop al ong
24 Fulton Street, Myrtle Avenue,

25 Washi ngton Avenue, Franklin Avenue,
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2 Nostrand Avenue and mor e.

3 The famlies that come out every

4 year to the West | ndian Day Parade al ong
5 Eastern Parkway, and the ones who come
6 out in droves each year to the Brooklyn
7 Academy of Music to enjoy Dance Africa,
8 in addition to BAM, and its host of

9 perform ng arts facilities, famlies of
10 all backgrounds pay regular visits to

11 the Brooklyn Museum, the Brooklyn

12 Bot anic Garden, the Jewi sh Children's

13 Museum, Mark Morris Dance Center,

14 Theater for a New Audi ence, and so many
15 ot her small er perform ng arts spaces and
16 artistic hubs. It is these people and
17 cultural institutions that are the

18 reason the 35th District is so special.
19 As the Commi ssion considers new

20 boundaries for councilmanic districts, |
21 urge you to prioritize the needs of the
22 very communities that have never been

23 prioritized before, and ensure central
24 Brooklyn retains it's unique

25 characteristic as home to a myriad of
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2 Br ookl ynites from diverse racial and

3 et hni ¢ backgrounds, as it has for

4 generations.

5 This councilmanic district has been
6 home to the West | ndian Day Ameri can

7 Parade since the 1930s, and the Chabad
8 headquarters since 1940. Our current
9 district is centered around numerous
10 iconic community and cul tural

11 destinations, and these hubs serve the
12 numer ous communities of the 35th

13 District, and provide unique community
14 services, fromrecreation, to culture,
15 to educati on.

16 Thankfully, the 35th District has a
17 popul ati on devi ation under 5 percent,
18 with the current |ines, and should not
19 need to see radical changes to its

20 boundaries to fit the charter required
21 deviation requirement, with specific
22 regard to district boundaries.

23 We must ensure Flatbush Avenue

24 remai ns the western boundary of this
25 district, as has historically been the
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2 case. To move any district boundaries

3 across the de facto highway, will only

4 separate communities of interest and

5 prevent the cohesion of a unified

6 district that has been standing together
7 for generations. | will be submitting

8 written testimony along with a proposed
9 map.

10 Thank you. | was trying to read

11 very fast to hit the three mi nutes,

12 appreciate the ti me.

13 ANNOUNCER: Thank you, council

14 member Hudson. "1l pause for a second,
15 and note that our Chair, Dennis Wal cott,
16 is participating on Zoom. So I'"I'l go

17 ahead and give hima moment to introduce
18 hi msel f.

19 DENNI'S WALCOTT: Thank you very

20 much. Good afternoon to all.

21 apol ogize for not being there, but | am
22 doi ng grandparent duty today. So I am
23 with my two grandchildren, so my

24 apol ogies, but | will be participating
25 and listening to the entire hearing. So
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t hank you.

ANNOUNCER: Everyone got that?
Thank you, Chair Wal cott.

Council member Osse.

CHI OSSE: | got to step down for
this. Good afternoon, everyone,

Chair Wal cott, Dr. Fl ateau. My name is
Chi Osse, city council member
representing the 36th District,
including the neighborhoods of Bed- Stuy,
in Northern Crown Heights.

| ' m glad to have the opportunity to
participate in this essential part of
t he democratic process, in which we draw
the lines that determ ne our
representation at the most | ocal and
intimate | evel of government.

As a current representative for my
district, |I'"m deeply famliar with the
schools, communities, businesses and
bl ocks that compromi se the
36 Council manic District. | testify
t oday on behalf of my neighbors and in

defense of their best i nterest.
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Bed- Stuy and Northern Crown Heights,
are historically Black neighborhoods,
famous nationwi de for their cultura
contributions and bonded through
collective memory. The two
nei ghborhoods have grown cl oser together
with the influx of Caribbean i mm grants,
whose food, music and fashion are now
integral parts of our shared spaces.

While clear cultural boundaries
exi st between ours and nei ghboring
districts, the cohesion of Bed-Stuy and
North Crown Heights is strong, and our
unification in a single district, has
served us well for decades.

On that, since the |ast census, we
have | ost only a few thousand resi dents.
This would justify slightly expanding
our borders to realign our population
with the council district standard.
Recogni zing the strong and growi ng
connection between Bed-Stuy and North
Crown Heights, the most |ogical and

culturally responsive way to do so,
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woul d be to unify North Crown Heights, a
cohesive and defined historic district,
occupying several blocks above Eastern
Par kway into District 36.

Our nei ghborhoods deserve a unified
district to provide them with a unified
voice, which they use to advocate for
their shared i nterest. For fair,
demographic representation, | urge this
body to draw from my nei ghbors, what
t hey need and deserve, a district
closely mrroring its current successf ul
i nes, expanded to include the whol e of
North Crown Hei ghts.

As someone that grew up in North
Crown Hei ghts, had a father that grew up
in North Crown Heights, and a
grandmot her who moved to North Crown
Hei ghts from Haiti, | understand the
deep Bl ack history that needs to be
preserved under a single council member
in alignment with the historic deep
bl ack history and representation within

Bed- St uy.
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While they are two nei ghborhoods,
t hey are two very cohesive
nei ghbor hoods, and that is seen through
the representation that the community
has seen for decades. The unification
of North Crown Heights, is something
t hat, you know, residents have been
asking for and wanting to see through
representation, so that everyone is
represented equally.

So thank you so much for letting me
testify this afternoon, and | ooking
forward to hearing and seeing all of you
soon. Thanks.

ANNOUNCER: We're going to continue
our in-person testimony. Next we have
WIlliam Stamford, Jr.

W LLI AM STAMFORD, JR.: | just want
to informthe executive director and

Denni s, Okay passing Master P. Starting

public hearings before 6 p.m, is a bad
idea, which |I mentioned in Queens, okay.
You made some careless m stakes. You

have a m crophone inside, you have no
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m crophone outside, so those who are on

t hat side, have to squirmlike an

octopus, in order to reach this
m crophone. Not very swift, okay.
Regar dl ess of "public hearing,"” you

didn't mention where exactly it was

scheduled to be hel d. Yeah, no post
assigned. | asked a femal e CUNY guard
where, |like | said, where was it

scheduled to be held, and she ignored
me, which | don't appreciate. I f she
was aware of this event, she should have
known where it was going to be held,
okay.

And regarding that book you gave us,

does it include the City Council

district lines? No. Does it include
the -- well, forget that. It should
have the council district |ines. | t
should mention -- put themin the book.

And al so, who's mentioned; who's

representing them? 1t'd be easy for us
to testify, if you include the maps in
the book you gave us. Il n Queens, you
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didn't post any maps, here in Brooklyn,
you didn't post any maps, which | find
di sturbing. You need to post the maps
formthis point on. I nclude the maps,
include the council member. Regar di ng
the council member, include their names

and indicate which district they
represent, okay.
Also in the future, please start

your public hearings at a time when more

people can make it. We start them after
6: 00, not before. Don't start them at a
ti me when people are still working,
that's not very swift. I f you want to

continue starting before 6:00, that's
fine with me, but this is what you can
expect.

So is it -- is this the New York
City District Comi ssion or is it the
MTA, which stands for "money thrown
away"? Because this is what would've
happened if the MTA were here,
heari ng-wi se. You would say that a dead

-- a dead attendant -- it's a dead
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audi torium Don't imtate the MTA,
which stands for "money throw away, "
pl ease. Don't imtate the RGB a/k/ a,
t he Red Cards Board, okay.

As | said before, as | said on
Monday, take your time and do it right,
i ke the SOS parent. Okay, that's all |
have to say.

And al so, regarding your future
programs, you need to advertise them
better, because as | stated on Monday,
the events you held for that day, | was
unaware of them So as | said, take
your time and do it right, |like the SOS
Band.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next we have
Ki mberly Whitehead.

KI MBERLY WHI TEHEAD: Good afternoon.
Thank you, Chair Walcott, Executive
Director Flateau, and the New York City
Districting Commi ssion, for the
opportunity to provide testi mony
regarding the commi ssion's upcom ng worKk

to draft a new districting plan for the
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New York City Council Districts.

My name is Kimberly Whitehead,

Senior Vice President for Strategy and
Chi ef of Staff at Medgar Evers Coll ege.
My college is located in the 35th
Council District. Established in 1970,
Medgar Evers College is a

mul ti-cultural, multi-generational
college, with social justice in its DNA,
born out of the unwavering and stal wart
advocacy of citizens -- of the citizens
of central Brooklyn.

Today, | proudly stand representing
more than 4,100 students and 908 faculty
and staff, who call Medgar Evers Coll ege
home, through their studies and work and
possess a great love for this college
and this community, more specifically,
276 students and 68 team members reside
in District 35. Medgar Evers, through
our academ c -- academi c programs,
academi ¢ support services and
communi cate -- community advocacy

programs, serves as a beacon of
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educational, cultural and soci al
activity, for the citizens of Crown
Hei ght s.

One such community advocacy program,
is our Transition Academy, that not only
provides wraparound services for
students, but also addresses housing,
food insecurity, for the broader Crown
Hei ghts community.

84 percent of our students who
attend Meg, also stay in the state they
know and | ove and use their talent,
skills and knowl edge as contributors to

t he workforce in support of the state

and | ocal economy. As a trained
geneticist, | know well the power of
di versity and the robustness, resilience

and fortitude, diversity contributes to
organi zations and communities. The
strength of our diverse community is
what makes the 35th District home.

Hi storically, the 35th District has
included residents from different

backgrounds. We need to work to ensure
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the 35th District maintains its

di versity. The commi ssion should
prioritize the needs of the very
communities that have historically not
been prioritized, to ensure central
Brooklyn retains its unique
characteristics as home to Brooklyn
residents, form diverse and raci al
backgrounds, ethnic backgrounds.

As such, | urge you to keep the
district lines as simlar as possible to
what they currently are. This district
has a popul ation deviation from the
i deal population of less than 5 percent
under the current |lines, and does not
require changes to its boundaries to fit
the charter required deviation.

Commi ssioners, | urge you to ensure
main arteries |ike Flatbush Avenue,
continue to be boundaries of this
district, to maintain the integrity of
existing communities. It is i mperative
t hat we ensure council districts truly

include neighborhoods and communities.
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Thank you, for your time and the
opportunity to testify today.
ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Nor man
Lafond.
DR. NORMAN LAFOND: Good afternoon,
" m Dr. Norman Laf ond. " m the Chair of

t he Manhattan Policy Forum, an Upper
West Side, Good Government Club, in
Manhatt an. My wi fe Audrey and |, are
| ong-term residents of the Upper West
Side and Park West Vill age. Audr ey has
lived in Park West Village, since 1979
and | have as well, since we married in
t he year 2000.

| " m here to testify to the growth of
District 7 in our neighborhood, as part
of the redistricting process. We are
fortunate to have a neighborhood rich in
economi c, ethnic and religious
diversity. We have everything in this
area; facilities for low-income elderly,
public housing, middle-class
condomi niums, |uxury high-rises, rent

stabilized tenants, and mar ket -rate
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tenants.

We have the elderly, young famlies
with school -age children, and
m ddl e- aged empty nesters. But we
manage to work for each other for a very
special and inclusive community.
Unf ortunately, our city council district
line split the community in two, on
Br oadway. This east-west divide has
been an old one, splitting District 6
and 7, and may have been useful in the
di stant past, but it's clearly no |onger
useful .

The community on either side of
Br oadway, has shared common interest and
needs. We shop at the same stores, we

worship together and volunteer together.

And yet we live in a district that
arbitrarily splits us apart. For
example, my wife and | attend services

at Holy Name of Jesus Church on 97th and
Amst er dam. We al so attend Anche Chesed
synagogue on 100th and West End, and we

are joined by our congregations that
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live on both sides of Broadway.

And anot her example, the commerci al
corridor between 196th Street al ong
Col umbus Avenue, runs through Park West
Village in District 7. But this also
serves many of the constituents in the
adj acent parts of District 6. Resi dents
on both sides of Broadway, are invested
in the success of this commerci al
corridor. Our community shops there and
wor ks there.

Finally, our residents on either
side of Broadway, take the 1 trains and
the A trains, and use the same exit off
of the West Side Highway, to get home.
We face the same sanitation issues, as
evidenced by our shared comm tment to
cleaning up Broadway Mall, and
advocating for more composting, and
ot her such projects.

We are joined in our efforts to
pursue many shared projects, including
t he park to park open streets that spans

the entire west side, down 103rd Street.
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And so it seems, the most beneficial way
for District 7 to increase, is by
expandi ng west of Broadway and south of
109t h, as you may deem necessary.

It is critical, for example, that
Park West Village, where | happen to
live, remain a part of District 7. Thi s
compl ex, which includes many rent
stabilized apartments, and hundreds of
m ddl e-cl ass homeowners, along 97th and
100t h, from Central Park West to
Amst erdam, constantly turn out high
numbers in every el ection. In fact, we
brag about it. We have the higher voter
-- highest voter participation rate in
the state.

And they have found a strong voice
in |local politics, because they have
become engaged in what's going on in the
nei ghbor hood. Our voice would be
greatly diluted if we were forced to
find new footing in a district that has
di fferent priorities and very different

needs. And we would be cut off from our
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nei ghbors to the north, that are part of
our nei ghborhood famly.

As for one other point that you may
want to |look at, | would also point out
t hat the redistricting process can al so
remedy anot her obvious issue in the
current map, on the Upper West Side,
Manhattan Vall ey, which is that the
Towers on the Park complex and 110t h,
there are two of them One on the north
side, one on the south side. One is in

District 7. The north side of the

street is in District -- 1 think
District 10 -- |I'"m going to have to --
District 9, excuse me. So they both
surely should be, clearly should be, in

District 7.

They have a common board, they have
their, you know, obviously the same
condomi ni um associ ation, so that creates
some problems for them as well. By the
way, the District 7 side has managed to
be able to get a voting site put into

t he building, which has been helpful to
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getting increasing voter participation,

as wel | .

So | thank you very much, and | hope

t hat you're able to help us with this
probl em. Have a nice day.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Now we're

going to move to our neighbors on Zoom,

Who do we have up first?
Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Frank
Lachapel |l e.
ANNOUNCER: Yes we can, thank you.
Frank LACHAPELLE: Well, | do want

to say thank you to the Commi ssion for

letting me have my testi mony today, and

also to the public that is listening
live.

Good evening, my name is Frank

Lachapelle, and | ama |lifelong resident

and voter of City Council District 36,

which is comprised of Bed-Stuy and North

Crown Hei ghts. In this district, my
mot her gave birth to me at Wodhul |
Hospital, where | was raised in Tompki

NYCHA housi ng, where | gained most of

ns

my
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early childhood public education, and
now | currently have the opportunity
too, as a member of my |ocal Community
Board 3.

When my parents migrated from the
Domi ni can Republic, they |anded in
Brooklyn, more specifically, Bed-Stuy,
as did many of my fellow neighbors. I n
this district, we've grown in culture,
arts, and community. Once you step foot
in this district, anyone from any wal k
of life will feel |like they're at home.
The residents of our community have
stayed the same because of that same
home-1i ke feeling, which ultimately | aid
down a rich history that's been shared
with generations and generations to
come.

| ask to continue to | eave the maps
the same or simlar to how it's been for
the | ast decade. One word that comes to
m nd is relationships. We grow
toget her, unified and caring for one

anot her through relationships. Not only
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have we grown that relationship with
each ot her, but we've also grown the
relationship with our | ocal
representative, who is the champion for
our district. It is in the best
interest of the neighborhood that we
continue to have this relationship by
continuing to work together with that
bond that we've built, with that bond
and with the potential of the map
remai ni ng the same.

We, as the Bed-Stuy and North Crown
Hei ghts fam |y can accomplish more for
t he present and the future. It is
i mperative that the district and
comm ssion keep that in m nd, so that we
can continue to build upon the culture,
arts, and community that we build hard
-- that we took -- it took very hard for
us to obtain.

Thank you very much.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. We can take
anot her nei ghbor from Zoom.

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Pau
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Spring.
ANNOUNCER: Sorry, can you repeat
t hat ?
Z0O0OM ANNOUNCER: Paul Spring.
ANNOUNCER: Paul Spring, are you
there? W can move on to someone el se.
Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: St ephani e Wong.
STEPHANI E WONG: Hi, |I'"m here. Good

afternoon. Can you hear me?

ANNOUNCER: Yes we can, thank you.

MS. WONG: Okay, good afternoon. My
name i s Stephanie Wong. l'"m a resident
in Bensonhurst for almost 40 years. And
| am the personnel of the United Chinese
Associ ation of Brooklyn, where | founded
this organization 20 years ago. Asi an
Pacific American community in
Bensonhurst, is a community of interest
and should be kept whole as possible in
a district. Currently, Bensonhurst is
di vided into four city counci
districts. So APAs are not a majority
in any of these four current districts.

Over the |ast ten years, the APA
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popul ati on of New York City increased by
about 345,000 residents. Bet ween 2010
and 2020, the APA population in Brooklyn
al one, increased by 43 percent. To keep
the APA community in Bensonhurst as
whol e as possible, we believe that a
district can be created that will result
in a near majority APA city counci
district. This is the possible ways and
40 percent overall increase in APAs and
a 46 percent increase among the
voting-age popul ation in Brooklyn.

There are now over a quarter mllion
APAs in Brooklyn alone. This means that
around one out of four APA's in New York
City, is a resident of Brooklyn. Many
of these APAs |live in an area that spans
from parts of Central Park, Bensonhurst,
Homecrest and the Sheepshead Bay.

Unli ke Manhattan's, China Town or

Fl ushing's China Town, Bensonhurst does
not have crowds of people and the noisy
street vendors.

There are Chinese grocery stores,
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1
2 restaurants, nail-hair salons, auto
3 repair shops, day care centers,
4 community centers for the elderly,
5 medi cal clinics and a Chinese-Christian
6 church. A Salvation Army that offers
7 parades in Cantonese. | have personally
8 witnessed the growth in the APA
9 community in Bensonhurst, by seeing the
10 number of Chinese immi grant famlies
11 move into this neighborhood to settle.
12 As you may be aware, the APA
13 community in Bensonhurst, that is
14 currently spread across four city
15 council districts, share many community
16 resources, and the need, including,
17 | anguage access, culturally sensitive
18 services, public safety, affordable
19 housi ng, public transportation |ines and
20 the linguistic |andscape.
21 It is extremely important that the
22 APA community be kept whole as possible,
23 mai nly because there is a strong need
24 for more equitable community
25 representation. And to have our voices
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included in the decision-making process.
For example, with issues I|ike,

i ncorporating more homel ess shelters
into our neighborhood, the other

nei ghbor hoods. Fighting anti-hate --
Asi an hate crimes in the neighborhood,

t he other neighborhoods, and the subway,
and the converting invisibility -- the
invisibility of the anti-Asian races in
our community.

Our power should not be diluted.
This will give us more equal power to
have our need for more culturally
sensitive bilingual services addressed.
Therefore, |'murging you, the
commi ssion, to recognize the community
of interest, herby, drawing |lines that
do not divide the community, and instead
keepi ng the APA community in
Bensonhurst, as whole as possi bl e.

Pl ease help us, we need you guy's help.

Thank you for the commi ssioner give
us this -- a chance to express our

concern, and we really need your help.
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Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Now we' | |
start alternating, in-person and Zoom,
so we'll move to Luis Cruz.

MR. GOLD: Madam Chair, can | just
ask the speakers, this is Comm ssioner
Gol d. When they talk about communities,

to give us a general definition of the
boundaries of the community they're
tal king about, because our first two
speakers, the council members, both
tal ked about Bed-Stuy and Crown Hei ghts,
and to get a better sense of what they
think is the community of interest that
shoul d be kept together.

| -- | would Ilike to make sure we
under stand what communities of interest
t hey think should be kept together. ' d
i ke them to just quickly go over what
t he boundaries of the districts that
they think the new district should
encompass. And perhaps, we could just
gquickly ask the people who've spoken to,

to spend 10 seconds or 15 seconds
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defining the boundaries of the district,
whet her or not it's the current district
or the slightly changed districts, based
on the communities that they represent.

ANNOUNCER: So, just so we're clear,
we're asking that each speaker, if you
can spend 10, 15 seconds, kind of,
explaining the boundaries of the current
district that you're referring to. I
think that's the gist of the request.

MR. GOLD: | would like them to just
descri be the boundaries of the district
they'd like to see, whether it's based
on the current districts or based on the
community of interest where the
communities are | ocated. But | did, as
| " ve noted the first two council members
who spoke, talked about the same
communities, and |I'd |like to have a
clearer idea of what the boundaries are
t hat they are advocating for. Real | vy,
not necessarily the current districts,
but what they would like to see.

ANNOUNCER: One second. Okay, after
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Luis Cruz testifies, then we can have

t he council members come up and clarify
the boundaries and the communities of
interest, please.

LU S CRUZ: Good afternoon everyone.

My name is Luis Cruz, | am a resident --
sorry.

Good afternoon everyone. My name is
Luis Cruz, | am a resident of Washington
Hei ghts in District 7. | am here to

testify regarding the growth of City
Council District 7 and 10, in Upper
Manhat t an.

| urge the commi ssion to include the
Pol o Ground Towers as part of the
District 10, and to keep 160s and 150
west of Amsterdam, as part of District
7.

This approach will ensure that Bl ack
and Latino communities in Upper
Manhattan, continue to have adequate
representation.

Washi ngton Hei ghts, has been al ways

represented by at |east two members of
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city council, and it is crucial that
this continue to be the case. By havi ng
representation fromtwo council members,
t he programs in our community -- in our

community, have more success getting
funding fromthe city. We have strong
advocacy for the chall enges that we
face.

If the Comm ssion were to put

Washi ngton Heights in just one district,

we will | ose money, programs and we wil|
| ose our voice. The Latino popul ation
in District 7, will be especially hurt,

i f Washi ngton Heights were cut out of
the district, as will dramatically
change who votes in the district. As a
young man, | can also tell you that our
schools need -- need as much hel p as
they can get.

This is why it is important that our
Community Health Academy of the Heights,
the only high school in District 7,
remain in District 7. If the school is

moved to District 10, that wll mean
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that District 10 is now responsible for
t hree high schools, while District 7
will be responsible for none. Our
schools need more attention than that.

The best way to ensure that District
10 and District 7 grows in a way that
protects the interest of each community
in District 10, is to include the Polo
Grounds. The Polo Grounds is the home
to the people with the same background
and facing the same chall enges as the
people in District 10. They will have
the same interest electing the council
member responsi ble for Coogan's Bl uff,
which is already part of District 10,
each side of congress votes to have a
say in who will represent the area.

We need our communities, we need
empowered communities, we need our
communities to be represented so that
our communities improve for a better
future.

Thank you so much.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Now we' ||
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have -- | think council member Hudson,
is ready to come back up.

CRYSTAL HUDSON: Yes, thank you.
So, | just wanted to -- to clarify, |
t hi nk both of us in our testimonies said
that we would Iike, and | know

obviously, you know, it's redistricting,

but we would |ike our borders to be kept
as simlar to our current |ines as
possi bl e.

And you know, | guess, | also noted

at the very end of my testimony, that

| " m going to be submtting a map. So
the map that | submt, along with my

| onger written testimony, will have all
the lines, and the borders, and the
specific streets. But | will just note
that, | think in -- there should be some

sort of effort to keep community
districts together and whol e.

And so, you know, | have on the
western side of my district, Atlantic
Avenue as a natural, sort of, dividing

line between my district and counci
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member Osse's district. And so, |

t hink, you know, we can explore options,
or you all should potentially explore
options, to use a major thoroughfare

i ke that. But you know, | didn't -- |
didn't come today with the specific
lines, because |I'll be submtting the
testimony, written testimony, that would
include the map with specific borders.
Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Council member Osse.

CHI OSSE: Hi agai n. | woul d
absolutely |l ove to uplift and echo the
senti ments of council member Hudson,
especially in terms of hoping that the
lines can stay intact as possible, as
t hey have been over the past 10 years,
and this has been, you know, an
eval uation that we've made -- well, I've
made. "1l speak for myself with
constituents, both in Bed-Stuy and in
North Crown Heights.

You know, Bed-Stuy, again, is a

uni fied district within how it's drawn
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out currently, as is, and that's very

i mportant to the constituency in the
community. The map -- the maps as they
are, do speak for themselves, but | also
do want to uplift, you know, a statement
that | made within my -- my testimony,

t hat Northern Crown Heights, but also,
in the residence of Northern Crown

Hei ghts, would truly appreci ate and
honestly succeed off being a unified
district.

So, there is a natural border at
Eastern Parkway, which really signifies,
you know, the split between Northern
Crown Hei ghts and Sout hern Crown
Hei ghts, and that would be, you know, in
-- an additional, you know, expansion to
the district, given that there was
slight, you know, | oss of popul ation
over the past 10 years.

| hope that -- that made sense, but
| also will submt testimony, as well as
clarification, on specific avenues and

streets that would give you a better
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picture of what the lines should | ook
like. Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: | think now, we'll head

back to Zoom. Who do we have up next,
pl ease?

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We're going to try
Paul Spring.

ANNOUNCER: Paul Spring.

PAUL SPRI NG: Hel |l o, thank you for
t hat . Switched to my phone because ny
computer wasn't worKking. Yeah, | want
to follow up, Mr. Osse, and earlier,
Frank Lachapelle, in asking that
District 36, not be changed and -- and
not be -- and not have Crown Heights
removed. | think that the current
district lines work in great harmony
with Assembly District 56. And t hey

mai ntain a whole historic Bed-Stuy in

one piece, as well as, keeping North
Crown Hei ghts within. So, | just wanted
to say that piece, and |I'll also be

submtting written testimony with more

det ai | .
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ANNOUNCER: Thank you. | think we
can take someone else from Zoom

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: Okay, we have
Zul ema Bl air.

ANNOUNCER: ' m sorry, can you
repeat that.

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: Zul ema Bl air.

ANNOUNCER: Zul ema Bl air.

ZULEMA BLAI R: Hi, good evening,
everyone. My name is Dr. Zulema Bl air.
| ' m a professor at Medgar Evers Coll ege.
| " m al so the redistricting research
director for the Center for Law and
Soci al Justice, and the interim
executive director for the Dubois Bunche
Center for Public Policy.

Good evening, to all. Good
afternoon, to all the commi ssioners and
everyone on the dash and to both council
members from districts |I'"'mvery famliar
wi th.

| want to start by saying the Center
for Law and Social Justice, and engagi ng

in the redistricting process, we | ook at
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all districts throughout the five
boroughs in totality. We do not draw or
map any district in isolation, because
we are concerned about the communities
of interest for people of African
descent throughout the five boroughs.

We al so know that there are
differences between the different |evels
of government; congressional district
lines and State Assembly district |ines.
We cannot assume that they would m mic
city council lines. And so city
council, they stay right here in New
York City and rally the troops, if you
will, for lived legislation and use the
community as their backbone.

Havi ng said that, the city council
need to maintain as much as possi bl e of
its boundari es. We know that there are
some changes, because there are -- have
been a | ot of devel opment,
gentrification included. But also a | ot
of i mmi gration and remi gration of

popul ati on.
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So for example, in Districts 35 and
36, where | was raised in 35 and work in
35. | f we separate or use Eastern
Par kway as the boarder, we would be
separating Crown Heights, we would be
creating two separate communities, we
cannot do that. It would be creating a
tale of two districts, if you will. One
side are very poor that don't wutilize
all the aspects and features of District
35. Versus anot her side, where many
shops and restaurants and bars,
etcetera, and people attend and go to
school together throughout District 35.

The historic Prospect Heights,
churches, communities, etcetera, and as
noted before, the West | ndian American
Carnival Association and the museum.
District 36, we have to keep the
boundaries as is, as much as possi bl e.
We can extend the western boundary a
l[ittle bit over, maybe one block off --
for Classon Avenue, which some say is a

nat ural boundary for Bedford-Stuyvesant,
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and I will get some arguments there.

So, in keeping with the 13 districts
of people of African descent in the city
council and also the 10 communities of
interest that we have throughout the
Bronx, and Brooklyn, and Queens, we
mai nt ai ned that Sheepshead Bay remain in
District 46, Sheepshead Bay Housi ng.

That in District 46, which is the
Canarsie area, that we also have the
Rockaway Parkway train station placed in
that district because that serves the
districts of Canarsie, also the small
busi ness area, etcetera. We mai nt ain
t hat Coney | sland should be with all the
beach areas, so that it would not be an
i sol ated area, and would not be | eft out
of the conversation when hurricane |da
super-storm, or another super-storm, or
anot her hurricane approaches that area.

For Staten Island, we had to take
20, 000 people from Brooklyn, so that was
Dyker Heights in the Fort Hamilton

Par kway area. For Queens, our beloved
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Queens, we need to keep 31 with Far
Rockaway. Extend it just a little bit
for population purposes, so that we

mai ntain three districts of peopl e of
African descent, because we know t hat
there are some conversions of different
popul ati ons.

We think that there are -- since
there's still 8,000 people in South
Ozone Park, that we cannot relinquish
South Ozone Park. It's too much people
of African descent to just be pushed
back to a different boundary and | ose a
district.

We think -- not think, we know,
District 9 is central Harlem And in
central Harlem there are a | ot of
firsts, there are a | ot of historical
movements and institutions, such as the
Pol o Grounds. And that has to remain
the same, because central Harlem is what
we have for people of African descent.
And all the institutions and forces that

are there, should remain the same.
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The Northern Bronx, we have a

significant community of int

erest now

sprinkled throughout. The Northern

Bronx maintains it, but we t

Wakefield has been | eft out

conversation. Large Cari bbean,

all the institutions there.

hi nk
of the

utilizes

The Moshol u

Par kway Golf Course, etcetera, for all

of Iits events. It should not -- it

should be placed in District

| eave the border at Gunhil

12 and

Road. And

we have a significant community of

interest in the Allerton area, right

bel ow Gunhill Road.

So -- and keep trying to keep

Crotona Park East whol e, because we're

growi ng back again in the South Bronx,

and it -- actually, in that

area i n

District 16, where other districts were

| osing people of African descent, that

district has grown. So, more

unification in that area. Thank you.
ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next up, we

have Robert Smith [11.
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ROBERT SMITH 11 1: That was the
| ongest walk to a m crophone in my |ife.
That was a joke, but hey, there we go.
Thank you. Good afternoon, to the
districting comm ssion and to the public
participating in this very glamorous
moment of democracy. My name is Robert,
" ma resident of Bedford- Stuyvesant,
and I'"'m the president of my block
association and a member of Brooklyn
Community Board 3.

| ' m here today, to ask each of you
to keep the deeply interconnected and
hi storically Black nei ghborhoods of

Bedf ord- Stuyvesant, Crown Hei ghts

i ntact, as the 36th District. Even
t hough I live north of Atlantic Avenue
on Macon Street, | count Northern Crown

Hei ghts as part of my community.

We share schools, hospitals,
culturally specific arts organizations,
subway stations, bus routes, churches,
demographics, historic architecture.

And i mportantly, unique relationships to
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pressing political questions, I|ike,
public safety, gentrification,
sanitation, and I can go on and on.

And | want to echo, you know, what
Paul Spring was saying on Zoom, about
how the city council District 36, aligns

with the assembly District 56. And |
think this alignment allows for, you
know, historical Black residents of
Bedf ord- Stuyvesant and Crown Heights to
have a i mportant share of political
power .

And | think within our national
context, you know, being dead set on
diluting Black electoral power, it's
really i mportant that this comi ssion,
you know, makes the right decision to
draw maps that keeps District 36 intact
or as sim | ar as possible. And all ow
our well-organized and historic Black
community to represent and govern itself
for the next 10 years and beyond. Thank
you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Carl os
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Castell ano.

CARLOS CASTELLANGO: Hell o everyone.
My name is Carlos Castellano, and | was
born and raised in Washington Hei ghts,
and currently reside in Inwood, in
District 10.

| " m here to testify regarding the
growt h of Council District 7 and 10 in
Upper Manhatt an. | urge the commi ssion
to take steps that ensure districts in
Upper Manhattan are compact, but they
are not oddly shaped. That communities
of interest are served, and that Bl ack
and Latino popul ations are adequately
represented on the city council.

To achieve these goals, the
comm ssion should include the
Pol o Grounds as part of the District 10,
and ensure that the 160s and the 150s
remain part of District 7. |
District 10 is to grow, the Polo Grounds
is the most natural direction to -- I'm
sorry, natural direction for the

district to expand.
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The Polo Ground is already connected
to District 10 via the FDR Hi ghway, all
the way up to Dykers Street. The
hi ghway extends down both sides of the
district, connecting Dyckman Housing to
t he Polo Grounds, and form ng a
community of interest. The current
nort heast part of the District 10,
al ready connects to the FDR Hi ghway,
which directly connects to the
Pol o Grounds, as well. Coogan's Bl uff,
which is currently part of District 10,
shoul d serve residents on either side,
including those currently in District
10, and the people who reside in the
Pol o Grounds Towers.

The people living on each side of
Coogan's Bluff, are equally invested in
selecting the council member who will be
responsi ble for this major green space.
Pol o Grounds, and the remaining area of
Washi ngton Heights, already share
representation. For instance, assembly

District 71, currently included the Polo
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Grounds and east of Amsterdam, south of
159t h Street.

District 10, is already east of
Amsterdam, including Amsterdam,

St. Nicholas and Edgecombe. | simply
ask that the district continues south
along these |ines.

Finally, the 160s and 150s west of
Amst erdam, should remain in District 7.
Washi ngton Hei ghts had al ways been
represented by at | east two counci
members, and shifting these blocks in
t he heart of Washi ngton Heights, would
functionally cut representation of these
communities in half. Programs that have
hi storically received funding from
council members representing both
districts, would |likely see their
fundings cut in half.

Even if these needs in poverty in
District 10 were to dramatically
increase, cutting the 160s and 150s west
of Amsterdam, out of District 7, also

woul d dramatically increase the
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proportion of white voters, and reduce
t he voting power of the substanti al
Bl ack and Latino popul ation.

It will move the Community Health
Academy of the Washington -- of the
Hei ghts, to District 10. Meani ng that,
no high school would operate in District
7, and that all funding for high school
programs, would |likely need to come from
the District 10 budget.

District 10, already has two high
school s. One is George Washington High
School Educational Campus. Which | was
t he | ast graduating class of George
Washi ngton Hi gh School, and worked in
Summer Youth, Gregorio Luperon, back
when | was a teenager. Bot h of which
are in great need of additional support
and resources.

District 10 is not equipped to
provide full attention and resources to
a third high school . The 160s cannot be
separated from the 150s west of

Amst erdam. A number of Hispanic-serving
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institutions operated in the 150s,
i ncluding Boricua College and the
Hi spanic Society Museum.

And these institutions are |likely to
thrive, if they are represented by a
council member elected by the peopl e of
sout hern -- southern Washi ngton
Hei ghts, who have a historic and
cul tural connection to these
institutions.

"1l be providing my testimony and
the map outline to everyone. Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Let's head
to a neighbor on Zoom

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Ekram
Al r owmei m.

ANNOUNCER: | " m sorry, could you
repeat that again? W couldn't hear you
wel | .

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Ekram
Al r owmei m.

EKRAM ALROWMEI M: Good afternoon,
everyone. Can you hear me?

ANNOUNCER: Yes, we can. Thank you.
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EKRAM ALROWMEI M: My name is Ekram
Al rowmeim a community health partner at
t he Academy of Medical and Public Health
Services, and is a non-profit healthcare
organi zation in Sunset Park, Brooklyn,
wor king to make healthcare more
accessible to marginalized i mm grant
communities and people of color.

So we provide free clinical
screenings, bilingual mental health
t herapy, individualized health education
and social services, primarily, with the
Chi nese, Latino, and Arab communities of
Brooklyn in New York, in Sunset Park,
and Bensonhurst. We are also a member
of the APA Voice Redistricting Task
Force.

The APA community in Bensonhurst, is
a community of interest and should be
kept as whol e as possible. It currently
is divided into four city council
districts, and in none of these four
districts, is a APA community has a

significant plurality. This is despite
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the fact that between 2010 and 2020, the
APA popul ation of New York City
increased by about 345,000 residents.
About a third of this increase was
in Brooklyn, and between 2010 and 2020,
t he APA population in Brooklyn increased
53 percent. To keep the Bensonhur st
community of interest as whole as
possi ble, we believe a district can be
created that would result in a
near-majority APA city council district,
t hat contains just parts of Bensonhurst.
While the APA community in Sunset
Par k and Bensonhurst may have -- have
many shared interest, it's too |large to

put both neighborhoods in one single

district. The APA community in Sunset
Park, in current -- currently hold in
Council District 38 and should remain

whol e as possible in a single district.
The APA community interracial -- the APA
community is a racial mnority protected
under the Voting Rights Act and

protecting racial and | anguage
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m norities is a high priority of the
city charter.
Di viding communities with common
interest will only tear our communities
farther apart, and will just continue to

mar gi nalize an already marginalized
communities.

Di viding Bensonhurst into four city

council Districts, means |imted
resources. It means over-popul ated
schools, |ack of |anguage access, and
increased homel ess -- homel essness
rates. It means rising food insecurity
and unempl oyment . It means | ack of

af fordabl e housing and increased

vi ol ence and crime rates. Mor e

di vi sions, means being unfairly ignored.
Therefore, | urge the New York City

districting comm ssion to keep the APA

community of interest in Bensonhurst as

whol e as possible, and the APA community

of interest in Sunset Park, as whole as

possi bl e.

Third districts are the foundation
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for fair political and soci al
representation. The right decision must
be taken. | f not, our communities wil
live with the results for this next --
the results for the next decade. But
fair redistricting will allow our
communities to fight for their fair
share of funding for community-based
services, |l anguage access, better public

safety and more.
Thank you for your time. We hope

truly, you consider the interest of the

di fferent communities who will be
i mpact ed. Pl ease keep us together and
not divided. Thank you so much

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Benj am n
Rosenfi el d.

BENJAMI N ROSENFI ELD: Good
afternoon, my name is Benjamn
Rosenfi el d. " ma resident of the
Manhattan Vall ey area of the Upper West
Side, and I'"'m here to testify regarding
t he expansion of District 7.

Specifically, | would urge the
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Com ssion to increase the size of
District 7, by expanding west of
Broadway and south of 109th Street. Al |
of us are reliant on the same
transportation infrastructure, namely
the 1 train, and the same exit off the
West Side Highway to get home in the
eveni ngs. We face the same sanitation
i ssues, which is why we are working
together to clean up Broadway Mall, and
to fight for more composting in the
area. We are also working together for
a park to park open street, across
103rd Street.

| ncreasing the size of District 7,
by expandi ng west of Broadway and south
of 109th Street, would create greater
continuity for the Jewish community, of
which |I'"m a proud member. | worship at
t he Ansche Chesed synagogue on 109th
Street and West End Avenue, alongsi de
many of my neighbors in District 6 and
District 7.

Expanding the district in this
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manner, would allow many Jews, |ike
myself, who live in the area to have our
homes and places of worship, as well as,

community centers, covered in a singular
city council district. There's no
existing benefit from communities west
of Broadway and east of Broadway in the
100s, having separate representation.

We each have the same distinct needs
fromcity government. We frequent the
same businesses, eat at the same
restaurants, and are i mpacted by the
same devel opments, and advocate for and
agai nst policies that affect us in
identical ways.

There are a few additional specific
recommendati ons | urge the board to keep
in m nd. First, the Towers on the
complex on 110th Street, should be
wholly contained in District 7, rather
t han having the north building as part
of District 9 and the south building as
part of a District 7.

Second, | wish that the Park West
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Village remains specifically a part of
District 7. This economically diverse
complex, is home to many engaged voters,

including many members of the minority
communities and elderly, whose voices
woul d be diluted if they were moved into
anot her district.

Third, the commercial corridor on --
bet ween 196th Street along Col umbus
Avenue, runs through Park West Vill age
in District 7, and equally serves and
empl oys the people of the District 6 in
District 7.

Finally, | would like to thank the
members of the district commttee for
their time, and would |ike to commend
you for the work that you're doing in
service of our city and our democracy.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Let's head
to a neighbor on Zoom

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Lurie
Danielle Flower -- Favors -- Favors.

ANNOUNCER: Luri e Daniel Favors.

LURI E DANI EL FAVORS: Good
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afternoon. Good afternoon
commi ssioners. My name is Lurie
Daniell e Favors, and |I'd |like to thank

you for the opportunity to testify
t oday.

| am here on behalf of the Center
for Law and Social Justice at the Medgar
Evers Col |l ege. My famly home is in
Bedf ord- Stuyvesant District 36, where nmy
father spent the first half of his life.
My mot her lives there to this day, and |
work in the beautiful District of 35, in
Crown Hei ghts Brookl yn.

CLSJ, is a racial justice |law center
t hat envisions a civically educated and
engaged political electorate, that is
consistently building political power to
mar shal the representation and resources
needed for our communities to thrive.

Prior to this hearing, CLSJ
submtted a city-wide map that outlines
our 13 districts that comprise a
significant and perform ng communities

of interest of people of African
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1

2 descent . I n addition to those 13

3 districts, we also submtted a map

4 outlining our additional 10 communities
5 of interest that are | ocated outside of
6 those districts and which should be

7 mai nt ai ned regardl ess of whatever

8 district that they are drawn into.

9 Peopl e of African descent, the

10 popul ati on of African descent in

11 Brooklyn, increased over the past

12 decade. And as Brooklyn consistently
13 boast the | argest popul ation of diverse
14 communities of African descent in the
15 city, that overall growth accounted for
16 nearly 40 percent of the Bl ack

17 popul ation increase in our city

18 nei ghbor hoods, like in central Brooklyn,
19 | i ke Bedford-Stuyvesant, Crown Hei ghts,
20 East New York, Brownsville,

21 Prospect Heights, Prospect Lefferts

22 Gardens, Fl atbush, East Fl atbush, and
23 more recently, Canarsie Flatl ands,

24 collectively have the | argest and most
25 concentrated Black populations in all of
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North Ameri ca.

And the communities of interest in
t hese areas, saw exponential growth
t hrough influxes of people of African
descent from the South, Cari bbean,
Africa, and of course, Spanish-speaking
peopl e of African descent, from Latin
America and South America, while others
rel ocated from other New York
nei ghbor hoods to be closer to their
respective communities of interest.

For those reasons, we urge you to
mai nt ai n adherence to the redistricting
criteria, as noted by my colleague,

Dr. Blair. We do not draw maps on

single district basis, we | ook at the

city as a whole. And for example, while
council district's 35 and 36 have much
in common, including the fact that they

both struggle with population | oss due
to lack of affordable housing and
gentrification, they are in fact, made
up of two different communities of

interest, and that should be respected,
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preserved.

We al so advocate, that you strive to
keep the shoreline communities together
and not allow them to be divided.
Communities |like those in Coney Island,
Manhattan Beach, and Brighten Beach,
those communities should be maintained
as communities of interest, as they all
face simlar challenges that transcend
their respective popul ati ons.

And it is important that communities
i ke Coney |Island are not isolated away
from other shore-based communities of
interest, as a way of ensuring that
their short-term and | ong-term needs can
be met.

Additionally, we urge that the
Sheepshead Bay Housing be maintained in
District 46, because that too, is a
community of interest that should be
kept as a whol e.

| will be submtting my full written
testi mony, along with a copy of the

Center for Law and Soci al Justice,
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peopl e of African descent in New York
City report, currently available on our
website. And | refer you again, to our
previously submtted district maps and
the communities of interest maps for
addi tional details.
| would also note that the Center
for Law and Social Justice is a member
of the Unity Map Coalition, which is
comprised of our organization, the
Asi an- American Legal Defense Fund and
Latino Justice PRLDEF. And we also --
we are working to also submt maps for
your consideration which demonstrate an
equi table distribution of power, based
on census data and our data-driven
under st andi ng of the geo-placement of
our communities of interest. And we
| ook forward to engaging with the
commi ssion further. Thank you.
ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Benny Chen.
BENNY CHEN: My name is Benny Chen,
and since birth, to just about a year

ago, | lived in Sunset Part, Brooklyn,

a
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nei ghbor hood community -- a neighboring
community -- community from Bensonhurst.
| am 28 years old -- 28 years old now,
and |I live in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.
Still a short distance from Bensonhurst.
Bensonhurst, |ike Sunset Park, has a
rooted and growi ng popul ation of Chinese
Ameri cans. In 2020, | hel ped APA voice
and efforts to get residents of
Bensonhurst to complete the 2020 census.
We did so by walking the streets of
Bensonhurst, making stops to engage with
| ocal businesses, and even residents on
the street. We wal ked from the area of
the J-mart supermar ket of Utrecht
Avenue, to where the el evated subway
trains taper off at Stillwell Avenue and
86th Street.
We did this in multiple days, in
order to cover as much ground as we
coul d. Each day that we wal ked, it was
evident that there existed a strong
Chi nese- American community. The

residents communi cated with one anot her
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i n Chinese. | could make out Gan,
Cant onese, Mandarin, Fujianese, Formosan
Tai wanese. The | ocal bakeries,
restaurants, businesses, had their names
di spl ayed above their doors in both
English and Chinese, sometimes only in
Chi nese.

A bul k of the members of Bensonhur st
are Chinese Ameri can. Unli ke the
Asi an- American community in Sunset Park,
whi ch has kept whole in District 38,
Bensonhurst is divided into four city
council districts. If the geographical
districting of the community continues
to be split into four different
districts, the voices of Asian-American
residents will continue to be diluted.

| ask that the district maps be
drawn so that those with common
interest, who live in the same
nei ghborhood, be kept to the same
district to the best extent possible. I
feel that this is something very

reasonable to ask for. | encourage you
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to walk the streets of Bensonhurst, so
t hat you can see for yourselves what |
had saw. Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Who do have
next up on Zoom?

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Debor ah
Young.

ANNOUNCER: Deborah Young.

DEBORAH YOUNG: Yes, |I'm here on
Zoom. My name is Deborah Young, and |
live in the 35th District. | am al so
the president and co-founder of the
Crown Heights North Association, and |
al so serve as the second vice chair of
the Community Board 8.

| want to thank Chair Walcott and
the commi ssion for this opportunity.
And Chair Walcott, you may not know me
as Deborah Young, and |I'm not going to
date us, but we did our undergraduate or
internship together, and you knew me as
Debbi e Cuffy, at that time, so it's good
seeing you.

| submtted a testimony that's a
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little lengthy, so |I'm just going to
take the key points and share at this
poi nt.

Currently, the Crown Heights North
community is split between the 35 and
36th council districts. Clearly, this
fragmentation i mpacts the residents of
our community. We are fortunate to have

two council members who are
har d- wor ki ng, conscientious, engaged and
fully commtted to working together for
their constituents and the common good.
Nonet hel ess, the schism, however,
i mpacts our ability to be represented as
a compl ete. For example, on any given
street, one side can be represented by
t he 35th, while the neighbors across the
street, are represented by the 36th.
Whil e our goals may be sim lar or even
the same, this arbitrary division forces
us to work with two officers, two staff,
two representatives, in any endeavor,
maki ng just about everything, much more

complicated and time consumi ng than it
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needs to be for both our representatives
and the community.

We need to be joined as one, to
foster our cultural, religious and other
related commonalities. | deally, it is
in Crown Heights North's community's
best interest, to be in one counci
district, making us whol e.

And it's hard to testify, because
we' ve been successful, and we work very
well with both representatives in the
35th and 36th, but we think it's equally
as i mportant that we be made whol e. So
we urge the commi ssion to ensure that
Streets are not divided down the m ddl e,
and that the boundaries of our district,
mai ntain the integrity of existing
nei ghbor hoods.

As state and congressional
boundaries split neighborhoods and have
resulted in my district having four
members of congress, whereas it
previously had two, it is imperative

t hat we ensure council districts truly
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i nclude interior -- entire nei

and communities.

| thank you for this oppor

CHAlI R WALCOTT: [f | may,
second to say, while |I won't d
year, if | remember correctly,

School of Social Wbrk, so | do
but I will not say the year, n
benefit, but for mutual benefi
t hank you, good seeing you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Ce

CESAR RUI Z: Good evening
comm ssioners of the New York
redistricting comm ssion, and
for providing me with the oppo
testify.

My name is Cesar Ruiz. |

attorney and | egal fellow at L

ghbor hoods

tunity.
for one
ate the
Col umbi a
remember,
ot for my
t. So

sar Rui z.

City

t hank you

rtunity to

m an

atino

Justice. Latino Justice, is a Latino

civil rights organization that
for equitable treatment of Lat
the | aw. We have actively par
in New York City's redistricti

over the past several decades,

fights

I nos under
ticipated
ng process

and we
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are proud to join our partners of the
Unity Coalition Project, AALDEF
Asi an- Ameri can Legal Defense and
Educati on Fund, Center for Law and
Justice at Medgar Evers College, in that

effort once again, and we hope to have
maps for you soon.

| want to start by highlighting the
i mense growth of the New York City's
Latinx community. Over the past 10
years, according to recent U.S. censor
-- census bureau data, Latinos
compromi se 28.3 percent of the city's
total population and have added over
150, 00 residents. Particularly in
Brooklyn, we've added over 20,000
residents with a growth rate of 4.1
percent over the past 10 years.
Plainly, this expansion warrants a
configuration of city council districts
t hat accurately reflect that growth.

Now, shifting to mapping
suggestions, | think the first point is

just reflecting on some of the changes,
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and particularly the i mpact of
gentrification, which has shifted
traditional Latinx popul ations
t hroughout Brookl yn. It's no secret
t hat there has been unprecedented
hi storical devel opment of these areas,
particularly in WIlliam s --
W lliamsburg and Bushwi ck. Whi ch has
di sproportionately placed -- displaced
many Latinx residents, given the |ack of
af fordabl e housi ng.

So recognizing this impact, it's
i mportant that we follow these trends
which shows the Latinx community has
shifted into neighboring areas,
including Ridgewood, Cypress Hills and
Wbodhaven. Future districts have to
reflect this reality and endeavor to
connect these communities to ensure that
their vote isn't diluted.

Recogni zing the demographic trends
and shifts that | had mention
previously, we want to highlight that's

i mportant that we continue the crossing
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bet ween Brooklyn and Queens as currently
configured in District 34. Thi s
connects the communities of

W lliamsburg, Bushwi ck and Ri dgewood.
Their combination has enabled them to
consistently elect candi dates of their
choice, which protects their interest
adequately, represents their shared

cul tural, econom c, and social interest.

Additionally, we're also suggesting
t hat any future configurations of
existing District 38, be kept compact,
centering Sunset Park and Red Hook as it
currently does. These nei ghborhoods
share a rich history of social activism,
and share a -- any cultural and econom c
interests warranting -- warranting a
continued pairing.

Lastly, we turn to Hope Gardens,
which is a Latinx community of interest
that is currently split between existing
districts 34 and 37. To remedy the
i ssue of the split, we're suggesting

t hat you bring the remaining part of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Conm ssion Brooklyn

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

Publ i ¢ Hearing
June 29, 2022
74

Hope Gardens | eft out of existing 37,
into the district, as opposed to having
it split. And to guide that boundary,
and to effectively make that change,
we' re suggesting a shift of the southern
boundary to Broadway, which would
capture the entirety of Hope Gardens
community of interest within existing
District 37.
Lastly, | just wanted to highlight,
t hat the commi ssion is subject to the
newly passed John Lewis -- John R. Lewi s
New York Voting Rights Act. I n the
spirit of the John R. Lewis, the |aw was
enacted to ensure that there was
unfettered access to the ball ot,
including the redistricting process,
whi ch has historically had the effect of
diluting the vote of racial ethnic and
| anguage minority community members.
Simply put, the comm ssion is bound
by the New York State |law to ensure that
the resulting district |lines do not

di m nish the ability of Latinx, Black,
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and Asian communities to elect
candi dates of their choice.

Thank you so much for the
opportunity to testify, and | | ook
forward to submitting maps in the
future. Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next up on
Zoom.

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Jerry
Vatt amal a.

ANNOUNCER: Jerry Vattamal a.

JERRY VATTAMALA: Hi, good evening
My name is Jerry Vattamal a. | " mthe
Director of the Democracy Program at t
Asi an- Ameri can Legal Defense and
Educati on Fund, ALDEF. We are a
nati onal organization headquartered in
New York, we were founded in 1974.

Our mission is to protect the civi
rights of the Asian-Americans, and we'
been involved in redistricting since t
1980 redistricting cycle.

ALDEF is a member of the Unity Map

Coalition, along with Latino Justice,

he

I
ve

he

as
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well as the Center for Law and Soci al
Justice at Medgar Evers Coll ege. We are
also a founding member of the APA Voice
Redi stricting Task Force.

| do want to highlight to the
comm ssion, that we have already

subm tted our 16 Asi an-Ameri can

communities of interest boundary lines.
So we submtted that -- that list to you
with links to our community of interest
maps. There are sixteen of them, with

i nput from our partners at APA VOI CE,
and ot her organizations that give you
the street boundaries and that was asked
earlier by Comm ssioner Gold, that gives

you the north, south, east, west

boundaries of all of our communities of
i nterest.

And as | had testified earlier, what
we're asking you to do, is try and keep
those communities of interest full to
the extent possible. And any map that's

bei ng considered, to please superi mpose

t hose sixteen Asian-American communities
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of interest to get a sense of the
community is being kept whole or not.
When you do that with the current |ines,
you'll see that in Brooklyn, our
community of interest of Bensonhurst, is
divided into four different city council
districts, which is really not
accept abl e.

Il n Queens, Richmond Hill,
South Ozone Park, is divided among three

di fferent districts. We're hoping with
this comm ssion, we can remedy those
problems as mentioned by coll eagues, we
are working on a Unity Map for city
council s. It will be a full 51 District
map, that we believe is the most fair
and equitable for the communities of
color protected under the Federal Voting
Ri ghts Act. And it complies with the
charter and other federal and | ocal
requirements.

As mentioned earlier by some of my
coll eagues, the Asian community was the

fastest-growi ng racial group in the
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city. I n Brooklyn, in particular, the
growt h was 43 percent -- 43 percent

growth, the highest rate in the borough.

I n Queens, it was 29 percent, and in
Manhattan, 24 percent. So these new
lines should reflect that growth. They

should reflect that growth of the
Asi an- American community in their
respective boroughs. | n particular, in
Brooklyn where we're hoping to that
change with Bensonhurst being kept
completely within one city council
district.

We know it's possible and that it
would result in an almost majority
Asi an- American district in city council.
Asi an- Americans, as | mentioned, are a
protected group under the Federal Voting
Ri ghts Act, and the Charter specifically
mentions, it has, as you all know, this
prioritized |ist. First their
popul ati on equality, and the second item
on this prioritized list, is that there

must be fair and effective
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representation for |anguage and raci al

m norities protected under the Federal
Voting Rights Act. That includes the

Bl ack, Latino and Asian community in New
York City.

That must be consi dered before
| ooking at other communities of
i nterest. And we know there are other
communities of interest that don't fall
into that category, that are not
protected by the Federal Voting Rights
Act, and that includes religious groups,
you know, waterfront communities, you
name it. There's a | ot of other
communities of interest in Brooklyn we
know, and the rest of the City.

But those can only be consi dered
after ensuring there is fair and
effective representation for | anguage
and racial m norities protected under
t he Federal Voting Rights Act. So we're
expecting adherence to the city council
prioritized, the city charter

prioritized list for this redistricting
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process.

| should also mention, that there
are performng -- performng districts
for these protected groups. These are
districts that are electing candi dates
of their choice in their respective
districts. Those districts should not
be retrogressed or dismantled in any way
to make it harder for these communities
to continue to elect candi dates of their
choice. They currently do have fair and
effective representation in these
perform ng majority or plurality
districts.

And just to give you examples, |
gave you some in Queens' Districts 20,
23, 25, 26, who it's not a coincidence
t hat many of these districts keep our
communities of interest almost entirely
whol e, that's why they're performng.

So those should not be dismantled or
retrogressed in the new pl an.

We | ook forward to working with you

on this and submtting a Unity Map for
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your consi deration. But as | mentioned,
you do have our sixteen Asian-American
communities of interest that we hope you
will use and superimpose over any plan,
including our plan, which we'll submt

to you to analyze whether these

communities have been kept

And we're

whol e or not.

hopi ng that they are kept

whole in compliance with the Charter and

t he Feder al

Voting Rights Act.

Thank you very much.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Counci
member Ari Kagan.

ARl KAGAN: Okay. Good evening, |'m
council member Ari Kagan. | represent
the 47th Council manic District, in
Sout hern Br ookl yn. Currently includes
beauti ful neighborhoods of Sea Gat e,

Coney Island, Warbasse,

Gr avesend,
Beach.

| woul

| ast redistricting,

di fferent

Bensonhur st

d like to say that

because, for

Beach Haven,

and Brighten

exampl e,

before the

47th District | ooked

War basse
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Houses, is high-risers, and they're
absolutely neighboring to from Village
Luna Park, Bright Water Towers. And
also, | would |like to emphasize that
previously 47th District was inside, and
is currently inside this district in
46t h Assembly District, in the community
border team in the same congressional
district, in the same senatori al
district.

So it's absolutely logical to have
simlar communities, simlar even size
of the buildings as 20 floors, and
simlar issues. lt's all waterfront
communities and Chair of Waterfronts and
Resiliency Comm ttee, they should be in
the same council -- council district,
number 47.

Ri ght now, |ike our neighbors from
War basse, they're saying why across the
street, we have residents in a different
Council manic District, constantly in our
office our office is |ocated on

445 Manhattan Avenue. We're getting
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phone calls and request and peopl e
comng in from Luna Park, Brightwater
Towers and from Brighton Beach. ' m not

tal king about the entire Brighton Beach,

| " m tal king about half of Brighton Beach

all the way to Coney I|Island Avenue.

It will be fair to Russi an- Americans

to Muslim Americans, to be in t
district. It will be fair to t
residents of these high-risers.
makes total sense, even, if you
tal king about contentious distr

Ri ght now, my district |ooks I

he same
he
| t

"re

ict.

ke a

headl ess body with one hand |ike this,

you know doesn't make any sense. So

this head should be another district,

you know. It's not contagious,

kKnow.

you

So, and again, it was the way |I'm

tal king about it, was before | ast

redistricting and before 2012.
think it should stay this way,
was before |last redistricting.

And | know many communities

And |
i ke it

In my
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district feel the same way. | was once
at the hearings with several
Chi nese- Ameri can groups. They are
saying, they don't want to be split in
four council districts.

| talked to many | eaders of the
Paki st ani - American community, and to
many | eaders of the Russian-speaking
American community, Italian-American

community, everybody is saying the same,

that it will benefit all communities in
the 47th District, to keep -- to come
back to the |lines that were in effect

before |ast redistricting.

| hope you will consider it and
we'll change, will make this change.
Thank you so very much. Thank you for

your great work.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Zoom,
pl ease.

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Elizabeth
OuYang.

ANNOUNCER: El i zabet h OuYang.

ELI ZABETH OUYANG: Hi, | apol ogize
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first, for my attire. | don't know if
you can see it, but it has -- has "I am
a volleyball aunt™". I amin, |ike,

Commi ssi oner Walcott, famly called, an

| " m at my nephew s national tournament

vol |l eyball tournament in Orl ando,
Fl ori da. It was very important that I
be here. | " ve mi ssed all his games

because of COVID, and he understands
that | am m ssing his game now.

| caught his first game as a
nail-biting tie breaker. He | ost, but
he knows that | can't be there watching
hi m now. There's 2,000 people bel ow me
in this sports center. Because this is
i mportant, he understands.

| am the Coordi nator of APA VOI CE
Redi stricting Task Force, And as Jerry
Vattamal a said, just before me, from
ALDEF, we, our coalition of 21 groups,
contributed to the neighborhood
community of interest maps that they
have already been submtted to the

commi SSi on.

d
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Three of those communities of
interests is in Brooklyn, Sheepshead
Bay, Sunset Park and Bensonhurst.
Sheepshead Bay and Sunset Park are
| argely kept whole in one single
district. But Bensonhurst, as you
heard, is divided into four different
districts. And this is critical, not
only because it dilutes Asian-American
power and communities of interest that
has so many things in common, but it
also prevents Asian-Americans from
participating in civic engagement,
because it dilutes our community.

And not only are APAs not willing to
run for office, but it impacts our
community's ability to vote. And i f
that -- their vote will make a
di fference.

And it's important as well, because

gi ven, as you heard, over and over

again, the undi sputed fact of the growth

of the APA community in Brooklyn.

not one of these four districts is

That

a
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maj ority APA city council district or
even a near majority APA city counci
district. We believe it is possible to
keep Bensonhurst as whol e as possi bl e,
by creating a near-majority APA
district.

This is long overdue, and | hope the
comm ssion will address this. It is the

nei ghborhood that is divided the most in
APA communities of interest.
Bensonhurst, and in response to
Commi ssi oner Gold's questions, as Jerry
said, the maps and the boundaries have
been submitted, but just in general,
we're talking about the communities of
interest in Bensonhurst, that from the
West 14th Avenue to the North 55th
Street, then on the East McDonal d
Avenue, to South Shore Parkway on
this --

And so | hope that you listen to not
only Jerry's testimony, but also the
testi moni es of UMC that testified

earlier, Stephanie Wong. Ekram, who
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testified from Academy of Medical Public
Heal t h Services. UCAB i s about to
testify, the | argest social service
organi zation in Brooklyn for
Asi an- Americans as well as in the city.
As well as the individuals who testified
in support of keeping our communities of
interest as whol e as possible.

Thank you very much.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Kevin Corte.

KEVI N CORTE: Good eveni ng,

commi Ssi oners. " 11 keep this extremely
brief, since you've literally just heard
t his.

| am a member of Community Board 7
in Manhattan, and I1'd like to talk about
community District 7 and community
District 10 in Manhattan, both of which

have | ost popul ation.

Just three points | agree and concur
with, | think the comments you've
al ready heard. We'd | ove to see the

district expanded to the west of 96th

Street, to include both sides of
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Br oadway. Our main street, as you would
i magi ne, is Broadway, and it's currently
split between two different districts,
and that's not an ideal situation. | t
makes the form ng of business
admi ni strations a little more difficult.

We have some initiatives, like the
103 park to park initiative, which is to
create an open street that spans from
Ri verside Park to Central Park. That's
made more difficult by the fact that
covers two different council districts.

And generally, north of 96th is
Bl oom ngdale's, it's Manhattan Vall ey,
and it's very much a cohesive unit, has
a large Hispanic population, of which
" ma member. And the unity between
that district and the streets to the
north of 125th, all the way up to
Washi ngton Heights, is a |ot stronger
than it would be otherwise.

Last, |I'Ill just conclude with
District 10, which has |ost a | ot of

popul ati on. | formally lied in
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1
2 District 10. There's a little sliver at
3 t he bottom, which is Coogan's Bl uff,
4 it's part of the Highbridge Park. One
5 side is in one district and the other,
6 who's residents of the Polo Grounds
7 complex are completely cut off between
8 that cliff and the FDR Hi ghway, that
9 part should be -- make a | ot more sense
10 as being part of Manhattan Community
11 Board District 10.
12 We'll submt written testimony on
13 behal f of Community Board 7. So, Il
14 | et you read more there. Thanks for
15 your time.
16 ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next up on
17 Zoom.
18 ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Ashl ey
19 Chen.
20 ANNOUNCER: Ashl ey Chen.
21 ASHLEY CHEN: Good evening,
22 comm ssioners. My name is Ashl ey Chen,
23 and |'"'ma Policy Fellow with the
24 Chi nese- Ameri can Pl anning Council, CPC.
25 The mi ssion of CPC is to promote the
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social and econom c empower ment of
Chi nese- American i mm grant and
| ow-i ncome communities. CPC is a proud

member of APA VOICE Redistricting Task
Force. CPC is the | argest AAPI soci al
service organization in the U.S.
providing vital resources to more than
125, 000 people per year in all 51
council districts.

CPC has more than 50 programs at
over 30 sites, primarily across the
Lower East Side, and Chinatown, and
Manhattan, Sunset Park in Brooklyn, and
Fl ushi ng, Queens. CPC empl oys over 700
staff, whose comprehensive services are
I i nguistically accessible and culturally
sensitive. CPC directly serves the APA
communities in Brooklyn, including
Bensonhurst from our Community Center
| ncentive Park, which provides services
in English, Mandarin, Cantonese,

Fuji anese and Tai wanese.
Their services include childhood

education, nutrition, mental health,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Conm ssion Brooklyn

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

Publ i ¢ Hearing
June 29, 2022
92

seni or services, career services,
i mmi gration | egal help and more, to
24,000 community members.

As you |l earned fromthe recent 2020
census data, AAPlI communities are the
fastest growi ng racial group in the
city. There has been an incredible
210 percent increase in the Asian
popul ation in Brooklyn, over the last 10
years, and the APA community in
Bensonhurst's communities of interest,
with a shared need for culturally
responsive services.

It has the | argest popul ati on of
residents born in China and Hong Kong
out of any neighborhood in New York
City, and has been coined as Brooklyn's
second Chinatown after Sunset ParKk. The
AP community in Sunset Park is currently
whole in city council District 38, and
Should remain so.

However, the APA community in
Bensonhurst is currently divided into

four city council districts, with APs
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ranging from 17 percent to 30 percent in
districts 44, 47, 43 and 38,
respectively. Bensonhurst needs to be
kept as whol e as possible. Whi | e
Bensonhurst might be too big to be in
one city council district, there's a way
to keep Bensonhurst as whole as
possi bl e, that can result in at | east
one near-majority APA city council
district.

From a service provider perspective,
it is important to keep the community as
whol e as possi ble, because it ensures
more voting power for our communities to
el ect a candidate of their choice. | t
is critical that we elect candidates
t hat respond meaningfully to the needs
and demands of our communities.

Furthermore, we have continued to
see the disproportionate distribution of
public funding community-based
organi zations serving AAPI communities,
despite the rapidly growi ng popul ation.

More specifically, the Coalition for
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Asi an- American Children and Fam lies,
reported that organizations serving the
Asi an- American Pacific Islander
community, received 4.37 percent of city
council discretionary dollars, and | ess
than 1.5 percent of social service
contract doll ars.

In the m dst of a healthcare crisis,
we need to ensure that our communities
are heavily invested, which is precisely
why the redistricting process needs to
be as fair and as transparent as
possi bl e.

I n order to prevent the dilution of
APA community power and representation,
we urge the comm ssion to keep
communities of interest intact. Unf air
redistricting will divide rapidly
growing communities, mnimze their
concerns and deprive them of effective
representation for years to come.

Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next up on

Zoom.
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ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Tyron
Al l en.

ANNOUNCER: ' m sorry, can you
repeat that?

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: Tyron All en.

ANNOUNCER: Tyron All en.

Z0O0OM ANNOUNCER: Let's try Jack
Pl ushni ck.

ANNOUNCER: Jack Plushnick.

JACK PLUSHNI CK: Yes, thank you. [ m
sorry, I'"'min the mddle -- there we go,
there we go.

Good evening, thank you. | want ed
to thank the comm ssioners, and | wanted
to thank the redistricting -- the

redistricting comm ssion on reviewi ng
and listening to our testimonies
regarding the redistricting of city
council districts here in Brooklyn and

t hroughout the City.

| am a member, or | used to be a
member, of the city council -- not a
staff with the city council. | was

formally, for seven years, working in
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the 48th council district. | also did
constituent services there. | also am a
vice president and former president of a
non-profit in the district as well, and
| have a long history in the district.
It's for that reason, that | think
it's incredibly important that when
redistricting -- when redistricting
consideration is taken into account for
the 48 council district, that it's --
that the redistricting commi ssion
considers including the original lines
t hat existed in the district prior to
2013, before the previous redistricting.
It used to be that the district went
up to Avenue |, the 48th council
district, by the way, is the district
that |I'm tal king about. The 48th
council district used to go up to Avenue
|, comprising of the |arger Orthodox
Jewi sh community. | happened to be, as
| mentioned before, a vice president,
former President of a Jewi sh

organi zation, a synagogue in the
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district.

Currently, the district is split.
The Orthodox community in the district,
is split in half between the 45th and
the 48 city council district. | think
it's incredibly important and i mperative
that we -- we reintroduce and we include
the Orthodox community so they can be
properly represented, and that way they
have a voice in the council more than
t hey were able to before, due to the
split that happened in 2013.

Additionally, with regard to the
Sheepshead Bay and Ocean Housing Project
that is right outside the district,
previously, those projects were -- those
NYCHA projects were included in the
district prior to 2013. Those -- those
residents that live in those buil dings,
regularly use the transit hubs that are
in the 48th council district.

Those are transit hubs that are used
by people both in the 48th and in the

nei ghboring 46th city council district,
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which is where the Sheepshead Bay
Nostrand Housing is currently.

W t hout the Sheepshead Bay Nostrand
Housi ng projects being included in the
48t h District, the residents of those --
of those housing projects, aren't able
to effectively have a member who can
advocate for them when it comes to those
vital transit hubs on Nostrand Avenue,
one of the most vital transit hubs for
t hose projects, the -- there -- it's the
| argest transit hub in that district --
for those projects currently.

So it's for that reason, that |
think that it's incredibly i mportant
that those -- that the Sheepshead Bay
Nostrand Housing get re-included into
the 48th council district as well.

Wth that being said, | also fee
t hat Coney Island is currently included
in the district, should no | onger be
included in the district. The Coney
| sl and section of the district is

splitting off fromthe -- |'"m sorry,
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fromthe Coney Island section, the Coney
| sl and district, which represents al
Coney I sl and. So | think, that the
Coney Island district should be taken
out of the district as well.

Wth that, | just wanted to thank
you again, the commi ssion, and thank you
for the time to allow me to give ny
testimony regarding the 40th counci
district.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next on
Zoom?

Z0O0OM ANNOUNCER: We have Eli Cohen.

ANNOUNCER: Eli Cohen.

ELI COHEN: Thank you, just want to
put my video on. | " m technically
chal l enged. ' m a graduate from Medgar
Evers, and very proud of your people
from that great institution. Just
attended a graduation there | ast week.

Crown Heights Jewi sh Community
council, which -- of which I'mthe
executive director, is a representative

organi zation of the over 70 Jewi sh
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congregations of the Crown Heights
nei ghbor hood and surroundi ng areas in
Central Brooklyn. | submit this
testi mony on behalf of the community of
common interest that historic -- has
hi storically seen it's voice di m nished
by being split into three or four
separate city council districts.

We are proposing a map, of not an
entire district, but of a section that
shoul d be kept together within one
council district. The section is from
Rogers Avenue on the west, to the
Rochester -- Rochester Avenue and the
park on the east, and from Sterling
Pl ace on the north side, down to
Cl arkson Avenue in the south, with a
little corner down Remsem Avenue al so.

So that map, will -- which we'll
submt as part of this testimony, shows
all those 70 synagogues mapped out. And
about a dozen schools and all pretty
much, all the Jewi sh residents of that
area, in that square. And all the
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children who live in that square, al

attend school and synagogue within that

square.
So, it's a very compact and cl ear
boundary that had -- the 90,000
residents that are there. So it's not a
full council district, 90,000 residents.

We woul d have about 6,000 househol ds
comprising about 23,000 individuals, so
they would not be more than 17 percent
of that square. And of a total council

district, not more than about 10

percent.
So, this -- well, the point of
rasi ng these numbers, is that it will be

possi ble to keep this district of
interest, this community of interest

t oget her, without compromi sing issues of
voting rights issues with regard to not

| ooking at a mnority of any -- of a

maj ority of anything districting. We're
tal ki ng about a distinct mnority within
a larger district, which is mostly

African- Ameri can and Cari bbean- Ameri can

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Conm ssion Brooklyn

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

Publ i ¢ Hearing
June 29, 2022
102

residents.

So, and interestingly enough, our
organi zation has been involved in a | ot
of communal work with our
African- American and Cari bbean- Ameri can
partners. So that's a very -- a very
homogenous and very well-defined
district that includes most of Community
Board 8 and Community Board 9, north and
south of Eastern Parkway.

To describe -- | just want to
descri be for a m nute, how this really
is a -- a communities of interest. The
vast majority of the Jewi sh residents,
white, non-Hi spanic residents of this
area, are affiliated in some form or
other, with the Kabbal ah movement. So,
it's one religious movement, centered at
the main synagogue, which is 770 Eastern
Par kway, right in the center.

And we've had as many as 15, 000
people fromthis area gather in one
pl ace, at one event, several times on

the property over the course of | ast
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year. So, it's really, really tight.
The Hi gh Holy Days, the entire community
comes to the main synagogue, to the
ceremony of casting the sins into the
waters, a little fountain over there,
where they worship. Year round, they
meet for prayers in the smaller
congregations that, again, all within
this area, and at storefronts, and
private homes in the area where this
group gathers.

And 5,000 school -age children who
live in this area, mostly attend these
12 religious-based schools in this area.
So, it's a very tight area, which right
now, is split into three districts
bet ween, 35, 40 and 41. So, it's really
-- right now we're being divided into
three districts with a line right at the
center of the district of these -- where
these three districts come together and
that -- and --

The only priority that goes more

t han, according to the Charter, the only
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1
2 priority greater than keeping
3 communities of interest together, is
4 voting rights. And | think since it's a
5 relatively small group, it can be kept
6 t oget her and still not i mpinge on any
7 voting rights issues, and therefore, |
8 submt a -- the testimony.
9 Thank you.
10 ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Excuse me.
11 |s there anyone in person who did not
12 get a chance to sign in, who wanted to
13 testify? | just want to check before |
14 continue on with the Zoom.
15 No takers.
16 Okay, we'll continue on with our
17 nei ghbors on Zoom.
18 ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We have Thomas
19 Gilroy.
20 ANNOUNCER: Thomas Gilroy.
21 THOMAS GI LROY: Yes, hello. Hi
22 there. My name is Thomas Gilroy. ' m a
23 community activist, who's worked with a
24 vari ety of organizations across New York
25 City, in a varied -- variety of
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di fferent places in New York City.

And specifically, 1'd like to
testify today to talk about the 36th
District representing Bedford-Stuyvesant
and North Crown Heights. | ve worked as
a community activist and organizer in
the area for a while now. And | ooki ng
at the ways the neighborhood has been
affected and changed over the past 10
years, 15 years, 1'd just like to
testify to the effect that it is just so
i mportant to keep the neighborhood of
Crown Hei ghts and Bedford-Stuyvesant
group together.

There -- the incredible amount of
hi story and culture tied in with
Brooklyn's black community that is
present in both of those neighborhoods,
is incredibly valuable. And because of
t he ways that the neighborhood is
changi ng because of the money com ng in,
t hanks to gentrification and real estate
devel opment, the integrity of the

communities, of the black communities,
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are more and more at threat every day.
And right now, a group together in
District 36, it's a very tight cohesive
area. It has a great degree of overl ap

with assembly District 50 -- assembly

District 56, allowing for communication

and coll aboration between them And it

essentially allows the peopl e of
Bed- Stuy, the people of Crown Heights,

to have a strong voice in their

governance, at the city |level, at the
state level. Preserving that, is
somet hing that | think needs to be

prioritized in redistricting.
As the area becomes more and more

fragmented, there is an increasing

chance that the neighborhood's Bl ack and

Brown communities, are going to find

themsel ves increasingly bal kanized into

the other districts and cut off from

each ot her. And in doing so, lose their

ability to speak up for themselves, to
speak up for the rights of the people

t he nei ghborhood.

n
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And | think that it's important that
the territorial integrity or the
integrity of the districts, of District
36, be preserved in order to make sure
t hat the people of Bed-Stuy continue to
have a strong voice for themselves, and
continue to represent themselves, and be
heard at the city level.

Yeah, thank you so much, for your
ti me.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next up on
Zoom?

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: We have Shei kh
Khal i b Rahman.

ANNOUNCER: ' m sorry, can you
repeat that one more time?

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: Shei kh Galib
Rahman.

SHEI KH GALI B RAHMAN: Hell o there.
| represent District 24 in Jamaica
Queens, and I'm here to see what's going
today. But | do like to raise a voice
for South Asian voters, and we woul d

i ke to request to have a South Asian
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district around Jamaica and Richmond
Hill, because we are the second | argest
popul ati on. And | don't have much
details today, but | would like to join

t he next one and come up with more
particul ar request.
Thank you.
ANNOUNCER: Thank you.
Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: Al exa Aviles.
ANNOUNCER: Al exa Avil es.
ALEXA AVI LES: Hi there. Can you

hear me okay?

ANNOUNCER: Yes, we can, thank you.

SPEAKER: Thank you so much, Chair

Wal cott and the commi ssion, for allowing

me to testify today. My name is Alexa

Avi | es. I am the city council member

of

council District 38, in South Brooklyn.

And | will be submtting my testi mony
written form and |I'm essentially
testifying today for a few critical
consi derations related to the
redistricting process.

New York has | earned many | essons

i n
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following the recently concluded state
and congressional redistricting
processes. And at this juncture, we
have time and opportunity to do better.

So first, the commi ssion, | would
recommend would prioritize keeping
districts compact with an eye towards
keepi ng communities of interest
t oget her. South Brooklyn communities
often face intersectional struggles on
key issues, such as the environment,
social justice, econom c and security
| anguage access, all known, too well, in
housi ng stability. Compact districts
woul d allow for stronger representation
as communities can collectively |leverage
t heir concerns and organize around
shared interests. As such, District 38
should remain a majority Latino
district, largely due to this
intersectional struggles faced by this
communi ty.

Second, | just would |ove to, for

the comi ssion to consider the history of
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representation within a particular
geography. Our district includes Red
Hook and Sunset Park, which has been
shared across city, state, and federal
| evel s of government. The commi ssi on
should take this into account as we
consider the redistricting. We are now

bei ng presented with an opportunity for
communities to coalesce around a set of
el ected officials that truly represent

their interest. And history tells us

t hat gerrymandered districts result in
nei ghbors on the periphery, feeling not
only left out, but disenfranchised.

And lastly, | would recommend that
the commi ssion should keep an eye out
for community board cohesi on. Many
council districts overlap with several
community boards and we, in particular,
currently overlap with five. As an
el ected official, our mandate is to
serve everyone and while our office
is --

ls my time up?
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ANNOUNCER: You can have a bit more

ti me.

ALEXA AVI LES: Oh, |I'"m so sorry.
| " m al most done. Somet hi ng weird
happened on the screen. Apol ogi es.

So I was just -- | -- 1 will wrap up

by saying, you know, community board
cohesion should be a consideration, also
in the process.

And | just want to thank the
commi ssion for their work. It is my
hope that we |l earn fromthe m stakes of
the past and avoid gerrymandering
practices that has resulted in mi strust
and disaffection in many of our
communities.

Thank you so much for your work, and
Il will submt my testimony.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you. Next on
Zoom.

Z0OOM ANNOUNCER: There are no more
testifiers on Zoom

ANNOUNCER: So we will now take a

10-m nute break, and we will resume the
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hearing in 10 mi nutes. Thank you.

(A brief recess was taken.)

JOY CHAUDHARY: Hell o, my name is
Joy Chaudhary. | " ma community
organi zer in Wodside, Jackson Heights.
| actually ran for office in the past.
| see -- 1 ran for a seat where it's
only 20 percent South Asian, therefore,
it has been -- it's been -- even though
the district was majority i mm grant, and
| was the only imm grant candi date, |
was not able to do good, because of | ack
of community presence in my district.
So, | would |Ilike to see a solid South
Asian district instead of having any
Sout h Asian neighborhood divided into
five, six, different districts. | think
it will help our community to now help
empower ourselves and have a seat at the
deci sion-maki ng tabl e.

Thank you so much.

MR. SADI QUE: So | feel that it
should be the districts in -- in the

Bri ghton Beach area, the Coney Isl and
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Beach and also the Beach Haven should be
combined with the 47th District, so that
all becomes one, a large territory where
we exercise some influence over the

el ectoral process.

It has been a tough battle for our
community, because we've noticed that we
have been negl ected over the years.

And, unless we feel a change in the
redistricting, we will never be able to
have a voice that we can raise and get
our issues addressed. We don't have

resources comng into our territory at

al | .

| n our neighborhood, none
what soever . So, we're al ways
struggling, using private funds. And

during the pandem c, we used private
funds for a very |long period of time, to
take care of the food needs of the
communi ty. And | think that, after a
little bit of struggle, we got some
hel p, but we still feel we are not able

to raise enough awareness among the
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el ectoral process, in the electoral
process, so we can have our voices
heard.

So | feel, the Muslim community in
t he Brighten Beach, Beach Haven, Bath
Beach, all of this, should be into one
contiguous area where we can exercise
some influence.

Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On this -- on
this brief lull, M. Sadique, what would
be very hel pful to the comi ssion, if at
some point, you could define the street
boundaries of the Pakistani community,

t hat would encompass the neighborhoods
t hat you're concerned about, if you
coul d. You don't have to do it
literally right this mnute.

MR. SADI QUE: | also submtted a
written testimony, so |I think that --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hat does
have that information?

MR. SADI QUE: And it doesn't have
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t he descriptive, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Oh, okay. A
map hel ps.

MR. SADI QUE: | didn't have a map.
But | can come back and give you a
little --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Or you don't
even have to come back. On this card,
there is a e-mail address that you could
just upload that information to the
commi ssion, and we will follow up with
t hat .

MR. SADI QUE: Excell ent, thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

ZOOM ANNOUNCER: We may have some
fol ks on Zoom Shah Nawaz.

SHAH NAWAZ: | have a request that
is to the comm ssion, that is Jackson
Hei ght s, Woodsi de, EIl mhurst, there
should be a redistricting on South Asian
district. Anot her thing, under this
area is a South Asian district.

ANNOUNCER: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Br ot her
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Nawaz, are you still there? Nawaz are
you still there?
SHAH NAWAZ: Yes, | am still there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: WIIl you
ki ndly explain what you mean by a South
Asian district in those areas; can you
el aborate on that?

SHAH NAWAZ: Actually, the Jackson
Hei ghts, Wbodsi de, and El mhurst area,
our -- so a l|lot of South Asian business
and South Asians peoples are living
there, so we need a district for this
ar ea. That is our proposal.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

SHAH NAWAZ: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: In College,
on July 7th, we'll let Staten |sland
Borough Hall. Then after we've

completed this round, our commi ssioners
have been in all five boroughs and have
heard all New Yorkers, and now they have
to get to work with the staff here.

| n about 30 days, we will be

rel easing a map, and then you will have
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opportunity for the public to comment on

this first map rel eased by the

commi ssion, and the city council will
have the opportunity al so. | noticed
some council members were here today

also to submt testimony on this very
i mportant process and work.

So we thank you for being here this
evening. Don't forget that e-mail
address, at anytime you could submt any
informati on you want to get to the
commi Ssi oners.

Have a good evening and safe get
home. Thank you.

ANNOUNCER: |'"d like to thank
everyone for their time, those who
testified, those who |istened and my
fellow commi ssioners.

(I naudi bl e) .

ANNOUNCER: Chai rman Wal cott, would
you i ke to say a few words.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Oh t hank you, very
much. | just want to thank all of you

and those who testified, as well, and
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| ook forward to seeing all of you in the
Bronx and then in Staten |sland next
week.
So thank you all for participating,
and all to the commi ssioners as well.
ANNOUNCER: Thank you. | think this
adjourns our hearing. W will see you
next week in the Bronx and Staten
I sl and. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the audio ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Jeanna Qvistgaard, the assigned
transcri ber, do hereby certify the foregoing
transcript of the proceedings in their entirety,
Is a true and accurate transcript of the
proceedi ngs as recorded, and to the best of my
ability.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand this 6th day of June, 2022.
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