
 

             
    Steps to Apply for a Mobile Food Vending License 
 

To apply for the Green Cart waiting lists, you need a mobile food vending license.  It is the same 
license you would use to operate any mobile food cart.  If you plan to apply for the Green Cart 

waiting lists, you must first get a license if you do not have one already.   
 

Allow four to six weeks for this process 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
  

 

1. Apply for a Certificate of Authority for Collect Sales Tax from the  
New York State Department of Taxation and Finance. 

Go to www.opal.ny.gov or call 518-457-5431 

2.  Register in person for the Health Department’s Food Protection 
course for Mobile Food Vendors.  To do this, go to the Citywide 

Licensing Center (42 Broadway in Manhattan) and pay $53 fee by 
certified check or money order. *  

3. Take the Food Protection course for Mobile Food Vendors.   
It is a 2 day course for 4 hours each day. 

 

 4. Prepare your documentation.  These include: 
 

   Proof of Address     SSN (or ITIN) 
    Photo ID      NYS Sales Tax Certificate 
    Child Support Enforcement form   

5. Bring these documents to apply for your license in person at the Citywide 
Licensing Center.  Pay $50 by certified check or money order.*   

 

This may take up to 4 weeks 

This may take 1 week 

 

This may take 2-3 weeks 

6. When you receive your license in the mail, you may apply to be on the  
Green Cart waiting lists.  

*There is no fee for a license if you are an honorably discharged veteran of the United States 
Armed Services and can present a New York State Peddler’s Certificate, or if you are the 
surviving spouse or domestic partner of a veteran with this certificate.   

  
 
 
 
 May 
take 2 
to 5 
weeks 

For more information call 311 and ask for Green Carts or go to www.nyc.gov/greencarts 


