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Immunizations 

Recommendations vs. School Requirements 

• Recommended Schedule  

– Developed nationally by the Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices (ACIP) 

– Defines national standard of practice 

– Endorsed by the AAP, AAFP, ACOG 

• NY School Requirements for pre-K and K-12 

– Immunizations are required to register for school and to 

remain in school (pre-K, K-12) 

– Same requirements for all public and private schools 

throughout NY (NYC and non-NYC) 

– Defined by NYS PHL§2164 and City Health Code 

 



ACIP Recommended Childhood and Adolescent  

Immunization Schedules, 2016   

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html  

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html


ACIP Catch-Up Schedule, 2016 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html  

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html


ACIP Schedule, 2016  Footnotes  



www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 

ACIP Full Statements and Policy Notes 

• ACIP Recommendations may be published as 

Recommendations and Reports in the MMWR, 

an MMWR article or as a policy note 

• Content includes: 

– Importance of the  

disease 

– Available vaccines 

– Data: efficacy and safety 

– Recommendations 

– Contraindications 

– Impact 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines


NYC School Immunization Requirements (SH-65 Form)  

2016-2017 School Year 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/461805A3-25CC-4397-AE8E-

F8A32BCF6335/0/MedReq2012_13.pdf  

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/461805A3-25CC-4397-AE8E-F8A32BCF6335/0/MedReq2012_13.pdf
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http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/461805A3-25CC-4397-AE8E-F8A32BCF6335/0/MedReq2012_13.pdf


NYC School Immunization Requirements (SH-65 Form)  

2016-2017 School Year 



School Assessment of Immunizations 

• Annual assessment of doses required upon 
entry or attendance for all required vaccines 

• Refer to SH-65 form for required doses by 
grade/age 

• If all ACIP recommendations are followed, all 
school requirements will be met 

• If the child is up-to-date in the Citywide 
Immunization Registry (known as the CIR), 
then the child will also be in compliance for 
school  

 



Citywide Immunization Registry (CIR) 

• The NYC DOHMH’s centralized, computerized database of 
immunization records 

• Mandated reporting for NYC children <19 years 

• Voluntary reporting for NYC adults >19 years (consent in 
their medical record) 

• Good population capture  

• Access to the CIR for authorized health care providers, 
parents, legal guardians and custodians, patients, school 
nurses and authorized staff  

• Weekly data exchange with NYS immunization registry 

• Immunization records from the CIR populate DOE’s 
database (ATS) automatically for new entrants and for 
students who are not in compliance 

 



Key Changes for 2016-2017 School Year 

• New meningitis requirements for 7th and 12th 

grades 

– 1 dose for 7th grade entry   

– 2 doses for 12th grade entry or 1 dose if the 1st dose 

was received at age 16 years or older  

• Expansion of the rolling varicella and polio 

vaccine requirements to grades K, 1, 2 and 6, 

7, 8  

 

 
 



• 4 doses of DTaP for pre-K 

• 4 to 5 doses of DTaP for grades K through 2 

– 5 adequate doses of DTaP are required  

– If 4th dose was given at age 4 years or older, the 5th 

dose is not necessary  

• 3 to 5 doses for grades 3 through 5  

– As age appropriate 

• 3 doses for grades 6 through 12  

School Requirements for DTaP/DTP 



• Tdap requirement unchanged 

• 1 Tdap dose required for all children aged 11 

years and older entering grades 6-12  

• Any Tdap given at 7 years of age or older, 

meets the requirement 

• Children ages 7 through 10 who are not fully 

immunized with DTaP series, should receive 

Tdap as the first dose in the catch-up series 

• Tdap can be received regardless of the 

interval since the last Td-containing vaccine 

School Requirements for Tdap 



• For grades K, 1, 2 and 6, 7, 8 

– 4 doses are required or 3 doses if 3rd dose was 

given at age >4 years 

– For grades K through 2, one of the doses must 

have been given at age >4 years, unless dose 4 

was received before Aug 7, 2010 

• May result in up to 5 required doses 

• 3 doses required for all other grades this year 

• Rolling requirement 

– Next school year will apply to K  through 3rd grade 

and 6th through 9th grades 

School Requirements for Polio 



• Children coming from other countries may 

have received multiple doses of polio vaccine 

– Usually as OPV 

– OPV is acceptable 

– Though not all doses may be considered valid in 

US based on age and intervals 

• Recommended approach 

– Make sure at least 1 of the doses was given on or 

after age 4 years 

– There needs to be a total of at least 3 valid doses 

Possible Questions about Polio Vaccine 



School Requirements for MMR 

• 1 dose of MMR is required for pre-K 

• 2 doses of MMR are required for all children in 

grades K – 12 

• The requirement begins upon K entry 

• Requirement is for:  

– 2 doses of measles-containing vaccine 

– 2 doses of mumps-containing vaccine 

– At least 1 dose of rubella-containing vaccine 



School Requirements for Hepatitis B 

Vaccine 

• 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine are required for 

all children 

– With valid intervals 

– 2 dose adolescent schedule is acceptable  

 



School Requirements for Varicella 

(Chickenpox) Vaccine  

• 2 doses of varicella vaccine are required for 

children entering grades K, 1, 2 and 6, 7, 8 

– Rolling requirement 

– Next school year will apply to grades K, 1, 2, 3 and 

6, 7, 8, 9 

• 1 dose is required for all other grades, however, 

2 doses are recommended 



School Requirements for Meningococcal  

Vaccine 

• Only applies to MenACWY, not Men B vaccines 

• 1 dose for 7th grade entry  

– Could have been given at any time  

• 2nd dose for 12th grade entry  

– 2nd dose must be given on or after the 16th birthday 

– If 2 doses were received prior to age 16, then a 3rd 

dose will be required 

– Only 1 dose is required if that dose was given on or 

after the 16th birthday  

 



Additional Pre-K Requirements 

• 1 to 4 doses of Haemophilus influenzae type b 

(Hib) and pneumococcal conjugate (PCV) 

vaccines  

– Number of required doses depends on the age of 

the child and previous vaccination history  

– For Hib: if last dose was given >15 months, then 

child is in compliance  

– For PCV: if last dose was given >24 months, then 

child is in compliance 



Students in Grades 9 through 12 

• Are deemed in compliance with school 

requirements through graduation if they were in 

compliance prior to June 30, 2014  

• Compliance based on number of vaccine doses 

• Intervals do not need to be reviewed 



Live Virus Vaccine Recommendations 

• Live virus vaccines (e.g. MMR, varicella, LAIV) 

can be administered simultaneously or must 

be separated by >28 days in order to be 

considered a valid dose 

• Tuberculin testing (PPD testing or blood-based 
TB-test) can be administered before or 
simultaneously with live virus vaccine (MMR, 
varicella). Otherwise tuberculin testing should 
be postponed for 4-6 weeks 



Grace Periods for Doses 

• Vaccine doses administered within 4 calendar 

days of the recommended minimum age or 

interval are considered valid 

• Exception is a 28 day interval between doses 

of live virus vaccines 



Diagnosis of Disease  

as Evidence of Immunity 

• Only allowed for varicella 

• Not allowed for measles, mumps or rubella 

• Must be diagnosed by physician, nurse 

practitioner, or physician assistant 

• May include documentation of disease in a 

report downloaded from the CIR 



Serological Evidence of Immunity 

• Serologic evidence of immunity is allowable for 
measles, mumps, rubella, varicella, hepatitis B, 
and poliomyelitis only 

–  For hepatitis B, may be either positive HBsAg (marker 
of infection, qualifies as a valid medical exemption) or 
HBsAb (marker of immunity) 

–  For polio, must be positive for all 3 serotypes 

–  Children with 2 valid documented doses of MMR or 
varicella vaccine are considered immune and do not 
need a 3rd dose of the respective vaccine if IgG titers 
are negative 

• Equivocal serology results not acceptable proof of 
immunity 
 
 

 



• As part of the global polio eradication program, 

live polio viruses are being removed from all 

laboratories – hence, testing for poliovirus type 2 

is no longer available 

• Previously obtained polio serology can be 

accepted but this option is no longer available 

• Expected developments:  

– Revised ACIP General Recommendations will say that 

polio serology is not acceptable as proof of immunity  

– Once this guidance is released, NYS DOH will update 

the polio requirements  

Polio Serology Challenges 



Medical Exemptions 

• Must be renewed annually at the start of each 

school year 

• The specific vaccine(s) must be indicated 

• Must specify a valid reason for exemption* 

• Must specify the length of time immunization 

contraindicated 

• NYC medical exemption form at: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Health/ImmunizationInfo/defa
ult.htm  
 

* www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/contraindications.html  

http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Health/ImmunizationInfo/default.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Health/ImmunizationInfo/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/contraindications.html


These Groups Can be Vaccinated 

• Mild illness (even with 
fever) 

• Mild/moderate local 
reaction or fever after a 
previous vaccine  

• Antimicrobial therapy 
• Disease exposure or 

convalescence 
• Household member who 

is pregnant or 
immunosuppressed 
 
 

• Allergies to products not 
in the vaccine 

• Family history including 
any developmental or 
behavioral issues 

• Need for multiple 
vaccines 

• Need for TB testing 
• Premature birth 
• Breastfeeding 

These are not contraindications nor valid medical exemptions 



 Religious Exemption 

• Parent or guardian must submit a personally 

written, signed statement stating the basis for 

request explaining foundations for genuine and 

sincere religious beliefs which prohibit the child 

from being immunized 

• Form letters and letters from third parties (such as 

a religious leaders or lawyer) are not acceptable 

• PHL§2164 does not require approval of the  

religious exemption request – must be based on 

genuine and sincere religious beliefs 



Philosophical Exemptions 

• Not allowed in New York State 



Provisional Compliance 

• New students may enter school provisionally 

with documentation of at least first dose of 

each immunization series 

• Subsequent vaccines must be administered in 

accordance with ACIP catch-up schedule to 

be considered “in process” and remain in 

school 

• School may not refuse admission to a child 

who meets the definition of “in process” to 

complete the required immunizations 



NYC Immunization Requirements for 2016-2017 (SH-65 Form) 



Provisional Compliance (cont.) 

• Alternative schedules are not acceptable 

• In absence of immunization records, 30 days 

allowed for results of serologic testing 

– If results negative, appointment dates must be 

provided for vaccination 

 



Who is in Compliance with School 

Immunization Requirements 

• Students with evidence of immunity for a 

vaccine series: immunization or serologic 

evidence or disease history for varicella  

- OR - 

• Students with a valid religious or medical 

exemption on file 



 Exclusions 

• A child must be excluded from school (not allowed 

in school) by the principal if: 

– Lacks an immunization record (or other acceptable 

evidence of immunity), unless there is a documented 

medical or religious exemption  

– Fails to provide documentation of immunizations within:  

• 14 days if child has previously lived in NYS, or 

• 30 days if the child has resided in another state or 

country 

– Has exceeded the ‘in process’ period based on ACIP 

catch up schedule 

• School can request appointment documentation 



Exclusion in the Event of an Outbreak 

• List of diseases for which a child may be 

excluded expanded to include all the diseases 

listed in PHL Section §2164 

• Children “in process” or with medical or 

religious exemptions 

• Exclusion duration may include the entire 

incubation period 

• Schools required to maintain a current list of 

susceptible children at all times 

• Upheld in federal court 
 



Other Recommended Vaccines that are 

NOT Required 

• Other vaccines are recommended by ACIP: 

– Rotavirus vaccine (infants only) 

– Influenza vaccine (for K-12) 

– Hepatitis A vaccine  

– Human Papillomavirus  

– Meningitis B  

– Pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine  

– Zoster (shingles) vaccine (adult only)   



There are no contraindications to 

simultaneous administration of any 

vaccines  



It is not necessary to restart the 

series of any routine vaccine due to 

extended intervals between doses 



Vaccine Adverse Events 

• Report suspected vaccine adverse events  

 on-line through the CIR 

www.nyc.gov/health/cir (preferred) or through 

the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 

System (VAERS) at www.vaers.hhs.gov or 

800-822-7967 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nyc.gov/health/cir
http://www.vaers.hhs.gov/


  Disease Reporting 

• List of reportable diseases, including vaccine-

preventable diseases, on DOH website 

www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/reporting-

and-services/notifiable-diseases-and-

conditions-reporting-central.page 

• Immediately reportable conditions should be 

reported to DOH Provider Access Line at 866-

692-3641 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/reporting-and-services/notifiable-diseases-and-conditions-reporting-central.page
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Child and Adolescent Health 

Examination Form (CH-205) 

• Two versions of CH-205 are currently available 

– New form only available as PDF 

– Old form is available in the CIR  

• DOH is working to make the new form available in CIR 

– CIR automatically pre-populates the immunization 

portion of the form  

– CIR enables providers to save the form and update 

as needed 

• Schools will accept either version in the interim 

 



Resources and Educational Materials 

• Medical requirements for new school entrants 2016 

(SH-65 Form)  

• http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/461805A3-25CC-

4397-AE8E-F8A32BCF6335/0/MedReq2012_13.pdf  

• ACIP Birth-18 Years & "Catch-up" Immunization 

Schedules 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-

adolescent.html 

• Chancellor’s Regulation A-701 

• NYSDOH Frequently Asked Questions 

• www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/schools/d

ocs/faq_immunization_regulations.pdf   
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Using CIR Online Registry to Recall 

Patients in Preparation for the 

School Year 



 

CIR Online Registry Recall Features (1) 

 • Choose subsets of your patients due for vaccine  

before school begins 

– Customize sets by age range, vaccine type, doses  

– Example: select “age range from >4 to 12 years” and “Include 

patients who are missing any age-appropriate immunization” 

• Reach out to families whose children are not up-  

to-date by using the letters and labels program,   

phone list or text messaging- newest feature  

• Text messages can be set up as a one-time 

message or an automated recurrent message -

generated every 28 days- for a chosen duration-

e.g., 1 year - forever. Fast and FREE!  

 

 



 

CIR Recall Features (2) 

 • Messages can be customized or use CIR default 

message 

 Default text 

message  

• Recall jobs are saved in CIR and are 

downloadable for viewing details and your own 

use: patient contact data, vaccines due  



Text messages viewed from mobile phone 

Your message to the 

parent/guardian of 

your pediatric patient. 

This is a sample of a 

default message.  

The recipient can reply 

“STOP.” Recipient will 

next receive an auto-

reply confirming 

opting out of receiving 

text messages 

The recipient may 

reply “OOPS” to opt 

back in to receiving 

text messages. An 

auto-reply 

confirmation is sent 

The recipient always 

has the option of 

continuing to receive 

messages or stopping 

them. 

Short Code: 850-80. 

This is the number that 

recipients will see 

when you text them. 



Resources for CIR Reminder/Recall  

and Text Messaging 

• Online Guides 

– www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/cir

/cir-recall-guide.pdf  

– www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/cir

/txt-messaging-guide.pdf 

• For questions or assistance with CIR, call  

    347-396-2400 
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Questions? 

 

 

 


