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From: <JDLURNOT1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Sep 29, 2006  7:54 PM
Subject: In favor of off leash policy

 I am a Brooklyn dog owner and  park user who hardily endorses the off leash 
policy. I have never in 8 years of dog ownership, seen a dog attack a person. 
People bring infants and toddlers to Prospect Park so that they can enjoy watching the dogs play and 
interact and receive some "doggie kisses" too.Who would 
do that if they felt threatened? Once in a while I've seen dogs get into 
tussles with each other. But there is so much social pressure to control one's 
pets that the offender either returns with a muzzle next time or stays away completely.
     One would not ban baseball from the parks just because someone gets 
beaned by an errant ball- so why ban all dogs because of the occassional bad seed? 
Responsible dog owners know the rules and respect them. We leash dogs up 
after 9Am.We pick up after them. We stay out of forested areas where birds are 
nesting.There is plenty of park space to enjoy during off leash hours that are 
not inhabited by dogs, so those who are fearful can easily avoid contact. Having 
our own times and places to allow our pets to run free is not only fair but necessary for the health of 
people and their pets.
Sincerely
Jane Landis
Board member FIDO (Fellowship in the Interest of Dogs and their Owners)
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From: <rfrien@hunter.cuny.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  1:01 PM
Subject: In support of amendments to section 165

Educational Foundations
Hunter College
695 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10021

Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street
New York, New York 10013

Dear Ms. Bryant:

The New York City Board of Health should support the Park Department’s off-leash dog walking rule.  By 
allowing people to exercise their dogs off leash for a limited time in large parts of New York City’s parks, 
we get a great boost to the health of these people at no expense to the city.

At a time when obesity is becoming a significant problem, a program which encourages people to leave 
their homes and walk around is very valuable.  Dog owners must take the dogs out at least a couple of 
times a day.  Providing beautiful parks in which to walk with the dogs creates an incentive to walk all the 
way to the park, instead of walking to the corner and returning home.  Once in the park, the dog owners 
must move around, in sharp contrast to dog runs, where people stand or sit while the dogs run.

As a psychologist, I am aware of the research showing that pet ownership has a major positive impact on 
people’s mental health.  There are also studies showing that people with pets live longer, and recover 
from illnesses more readily.

The present regulations allow large parts of the day for non-dog use, though most activities are not 
constrained by the presence of off leash dogs on lawns during off-leash hours.  Dog owners seem to be 
very conscious of picking up after dogs, and reminding others to pick up too.

I urge you to change your regulations to reconcile them with the Park Department’s policy of allowing 
people to exercise their dogs off leash for a limited time in set parts of New York City’s parks.

Sincerely yours,

Rosalie Friend, Ph.D.

CC: <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>
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From: "Cunningham, Lynn" <Lynn.Cunningham@inginvestment.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006 12:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Mary Lynn Cunningham and I am wholeheartedly in support of
saving the NYC Parks policy allowing off-leash hours from 9pm to
closing, and again when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support
the initiative to amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the
following reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great compromise for NYC
resident dog owners and non dog-owners who share the parks.  For almost
two years, my dog, Cosmo, and I have been enjoying this time to
socialize with friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible NYC dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer using the parks during
these "off" hours due to the congregation of people and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since this policy
promotes daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote dogs
licensing and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious off leash hours
and amend sections 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 

Mary Lynn Cunningham

337 E. 81ST St., Apt. 3C

New York, NY 10028

212-309-8468

 

 

 

This e-mail message including any attachments may be legally privileged and confidential under 
applicable law, 
and is meant only for the intended recipient(s).  If you received this message in error, please reply to the 
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sender, 
adding "SENT IN ERROR" to the subject line, then delete this message. 
Thank you.



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code Page 1

From: <Jjoachim830@cs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006 12:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Board of Health --

I have been walking my pug, Homer, in the park for three years. Letting him 
off the leash has been theraputic for both him and me. He gets so much exercise 
running and chasing his dog friends in the park. This freedom has improved 
his social skills and made him a calm and friendly dog. It has also kept his 
weight down which will increase his life expectancy.

For me the lovely mornings in the park with Homer have also been theraputic. 
I find that I start my day calm and happy after romping in the park with 
Homer. I have also met and made new friends while our dogs play together off-leash. 
In fact, I found a job through a friend I made in the park while our dogs 
played unrestrained.

Needless to say that the off-leash allowance has changed my life for the 
better. Day after day I am thankful for the beauty of the park, the exercise both 
Homer and I am getting and the comaraderie of fellow dog owners.

Please keep this policy in effect. It means so much and is so beneficial to 
so many people.

Best regards,
Jean Joachim
160 West 77th Street
New York, NY 10024
212-799-6416 
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From: "Gladys Hecker" <glowy4015@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006 11:26 AM
Subject: dog leash law

I am aware that Article 161 is coming up again on November 1.  Please consider giving free rein to dogs 
between the hours of 9 p.m. and 9 a.m. for the benefit of the animals having time for exercising their 
bones in this cement city.  It is important for their growth and stability.

Thank you.
Gladys 
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From: "Roslyn Biskin" <rozzyrod@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  9:40 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

As a relatively new dog owner, but long-time city dweller, I have enjoyed seeing the city in a different 
dimension due to my early off-leash hours with my dog in Prospect Park.
1.)    A diverse community of dog owners coming together -- that is, diverse in age, race, and 
socio-economics.  This has promoted a great sense of community in Prospect Park.
2.)    Even when it is dark in the Park, there are a number of dog owners exercising their dogs -- thus 
making the park a safer place for everyone, dog owners, joggers, bikers, and young people moving 
through the park.
3.)    MANY people EXERCISING with their dogs!!!  An added benefit to exercising your dog is exercising 
yourself!  I see people of all sizes and shapes walking with their dogs in the morning.  I myself walk about 
2 miles in the park as my dog frolics each morning.  Far more than our later "leash walks".
4.)    Just one other amazing thing about NYC.  Have you ever been in the park during off leash time and 
seen so many dogs of different sizes and shapes, for the most part, well behaved and getting along 
fabulously?  It is a mirror of what makes our city tick!

Off leash hours are in specifically designated places during specifically designated times, thus making the 
parks multipurposeful for a broad range of uses.  The hours in Prospect Park do not conflict with other 
scheduled events or during peak hours.

Roslyn Biskin 
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From: "Jeanette SENA Muhlmann" <jeanettehumanrelations@hotmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  8:40 PM
Subject: off-leash hours in parks and pre registration to speak

dear Rena Bryant

we , the dog "owners" are asking you to help us in keeping our beloved off 
leash hours in place.
Our dogs have a hard life in this tough city.
Just to let you know, I found both my dogs abused in the streets of 
Brooklyn.
One , a rottweiler, was a survivor of horrible dog fights and heavy 
breeding, tied to a tree, a skeletton with deep flesh wounds to the bones.
My other dog was abandoned and close to death because of lack of water, 
laying in front of a church.
I took them in. They are the sweetest dogs, like all dogs in fort greene 
park. Most of our dogs in this park are rescued dogs.
We all enjoy the hours in the early morning and late evening.
Our dogs made this park safer and cleaner.
We clean the park and our dogs keep most of the crimes away.

Help us in giving thanks to our dogs by letting them play off leash. They do 
not disturb anybody.
Dogs need that little free time.They need to run in order to be healthy. And 
wse run with them.
We all are responsible dog owners. Our dogs do not bother people.

And our dogs deserve a little supervised freedom.

That makes NYC a better place.
It is the little things in life that make life worth living.

I would like to pre-register to speak

Keep up the good work
and thank you for your understanding and compassion

be well

sincerely
Jeanette SENA Muehlmann, Designer

phone 212 947 7858/718 797 0622

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE WILL 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSAL ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2006 FROM 
2:00 P.M.TO 4:00 P.M. IN THE THIRD FLOOR BOARDROOM (ROOM 330) AT 125 WORTH 
STREET, NEW YORK,
NEW YORK 10013.

PERSONS INTERESTED IN PRE-REGISTERING TO SPEAK SHOULD NOTIFY, IN WRITING, 
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RENA BRYANT, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 125 WORTH STREET CN-31, NEW 
YORK, NEW YORK; (212) 788-5010 BY 5:00 P.M., OCTOBER 31, 2006. PLEASE 
INCLUDE A TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE, IF NECESSARY, YOU MAY BE REACHED DURING 
NORMAL WORKING HOURS. SPEAKERS WILL BE
LIMITED TO FIVE (5) MINUTES.

WRITTEN COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSAL MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MAIL TO RENA 
BRYANT, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 125 WORTH STREET, CN-31, NEW YORK, 
NEW YORK 10013 OR BY E-MAIL TO: RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV OR BY FAX 
TO RENA BRYANT AT
(212) 788-4315 ON OR BEFORE 5:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2006.
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From: "Delaney, William" <WDelaney@TRCSOLUTIONS.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  5:14 PM
Subject: NYC Dog Health Code

Dear Ms Rena Bryant -

I am writing to protest the proposed amendment of Article 161 of the New
York City Health Code. Dogs should still be allowed off their leashes
between the hours of 9pm to 9am. 

Thanks for your consideration.

 

Bill Delaney | Director | TRC Health Solutions | 1430 Broadway | New
York, NY 10018 | www.trcimg.com | 212 - 221 - 7822 x122 
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From: Tony Paris <lsl369@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  2:12 PM
Subject: Leash he dogs.

I was a dog owner for many years...please keep dogs on leashes.

Thank you,

Tony Paris
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From: "Virginia Jallad" <ginijallad@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  1:17 PM
Subject: Leash Laws

Attn:  Ms. Rena Bryant
Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing to protest the amendment to Article 161.  I strongly feel that 
dogs should be allowed off their leashes between the hours of 9 am to 9 pm.  
Thank you.
Mrs. V. E. Jallad
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From: Annie Sigal Medina <annies2000@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006 11:17 AM
Subject: Dog Run

Dear Ms Rena Bryant, 
I am writing to protest the proposed amendment of Article 161 of the New York City Health Code. Dogs 
should still be allowed off their leashes between the hours of 9pm to 9am. 
-Annie Sigal Medina

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.
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From: "Alex Gurvich" <alex@gurvich.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006 10:51 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year Offleash Hours
policy is proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying a
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours, and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: eileen hecker <lefty10019@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006 10:16 AM
Subject: article 161

please do not change the law...you will make many new yorkers and their dogs very unhappy...we have a 
large community of dog owners that cherish our mornings in central park
 
---------------------------------
 All-new Yahoo! Mail - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster.
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From: <WriterBabe@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  9:39 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern:

    I am writing in support of amendments to Section 165.  The Offleash Hours 
policy has been successful for twenty year, making the parks safer and people 
and dogs healthier, promoting sociability in a city that too often can be 
isolating, rescuing dogs that are abandoned or would be euthanized.

    I can recount many anecdotes about the positive effect of these hours.  I 
remember a young man with a pit bull who watched dogs socializing playfully 
and decided he wanted his dog to be friendly, not aggressive.  I remember a 
depressed friend who at last had a community to embrace her.  And I remember 
hosting an event in which dogs demonstrated therapy, agility, drug search, and 
other abilities--which would be illegal if they had to be on leash.

    Please do not set the clock back on the great advancements these offleash 
hours have led to.  Amend the regulations!

Sincerely,

Marilyn Singer
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From: Connie Marder <herbalpetes@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2006  7:30 AM
Subject: Letter in SUPPORT of Amendments to Section 165

The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is a proven good public health policy.   
   
  NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to socialized and exercised dogs 
thanks to the Offleash Hours policy.   Dog owners in NYC Parks have been credited with keeping parks 
safer in the evening and early in the morning.  
   
  Responsible dog owners recreating with their dogs brings hundreds of thousands of people into the 
parks, fostering community (ie. many dogowners financially donate to the parks in appreciation and 
volunteer to help in park maintenance) and they regularly help daily to clean up litter left by other park 
users like ball players and picnickers.   
   
  Our park is additionally well-kept due to responsible and caring dogowners - Our dogs are members of 
our family and we want clean and pleasant environments for them and for ourselves to walk through.   
   
  Access to responsible dog ownership is a benefit to the health of New Yorkers - it provides daily 
exercise and mental stimulation for the owners and creates an advantageous opportunity to teach other 
dogowners responsible care of their dogs, consideration for others and encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
   
  Connie Marder

 
---------------------------------
Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 
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From: maurice van swaaij <vanswaaij@earthlink.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  9:52 PM
Subject: in favor of leash hours

Dear Rena Bryant,

As a city dweller, taxpayer and dog owner I urge the board of health  
to vote in favor of the proposed amendment of article 161.

Thank you,

Maurice van Swaaij
152 Dekalb Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11217
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From: "Ann Hoffman" <ahoffms51@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  8:50 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

The health of my dog really depends on her getting occasional free runs at the park and my dog's health 
helps keep me healthy--both by taking her to the park as well as enjoying nature and the other dog 
walkers.  Please continue to support us and our dogs.  We really do no one harm and by being in the 
park at off-hours we actually make it a safer place.  Thanks so much.  Ann Hoffman
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From: "Cynthia Gillis" <service@bookresource.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  5:28 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

After 20 years of successful informal offleash hours, the informal
custom should be codified in law.  It has proven to be better for the
parks, keeping them used in the early morning and late night.  It is
better for dog owners.  And better for the dogs we love, who are
healthier and happier.
Cynthia Gillis
Cynthia@gillis.cc
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From: "Margaret Healy" <killevy@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  3:02 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

I am in full support of the proposed amendments to strengthen the off
leash hours policy in NYC parks.  This occurs during the time that there
are very few people in the parks.  I myself would not enter a park alone
during these hours, including right at 9pm.  However if I saw many dog
owners and their pets there I would.

In addition, I am a dog owner and have lived here all my life.  I am more
than willing to make the accommodation to use the parks during hours that
most other people will not be there.  If this is not done, would it not
make the park more crowded for everyone else during the day, if all dog
owners are walking in the park with their leashed dogs?

It doesn't seem too much to ask if something that has worked so well for
so many years be taken away to enhance the quality of life for a small
group of citizens in the city at the expense of so many others.  Dogs,
both working and family members, and their owners are a large part of this
city, and we are not asking that much.

Margaret Healy  Brooklyn NY
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From: "David Rosenberg" <Davidr@iweiss.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  2:32 PM
Subject: Comments on Section 161.05

Ms. Rena Bryant:

Attach please find letter in support of the Amendment to 161.05 allowing
the DOPR to set off-leash areas and hours in the parks

 

Thank you

 

David  Rosenberg

ph 718 706-8139 ext. 16

www.iweiss.com

 



 
 
 
Oct. 3, 2006 
 
Ms. Rena Bryant 
Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth St. 
New York, NY 10013 
 
Dear Ms. Bryant: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed Amendment to 161.05 of the City Health 
Code allowing the DOPR to allow dogs off leash in certain areas under their jurisdiction. 
 
I am a business owner in New York City and a life long city resident – the first 58 of those 
years without a dog.  I must say I always welcomed dog owners and walkers in the parks 
with their dogs-especially during those off-leash hours.   Responsible dog owners tend to 
be responsible citizens who abide by the law.  They populate the parks in those off hours 
when it is quiet and sometimes dark and contribute a large amount of safety and security for 
those who find the park relaxing or as a pretty transition from one place to another. 
 
For the past two years I have been a dog owner, enjoying Central Park from another vantage 
point.  Early in the day, with my dog off-leash, meeting and greeting people I would never 
have met both with dogs and without.  It is an injection of social interaction in an era of e-
mails and cell phones. Anyone in the park in the mornings would observe that the idea 
works. Most people during those hours are dog owners anyway.  The Board of Health would 
not be leaving the issue strictly to the public as the DOPR would take over as the regulatory 
body and exercise reasonable controls over areas it knows better than any other agency. 
 
Are there potential problems? Yes – just as with drivers who do not yield to right of ways or 
pedestrian cross walks or even red lights and bikers in the park who travel at excessive 
speeds through lights.  The current rabies, dog tags and “pooper scooper” rulings should be 
strictly enforced. 
 
In conclusion, I believe that by allowing the DOPR to permit off leash activity within certain 
constraints, the Dept. of Health would be serving the public at large in contributing to the 
social benefits of a park and to the overall safety of the people who use the parks. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Rosenberg 
President 
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From: Stephanie Doba <sdoba@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006 11:29 PM
Subject: Health benefits of off-leash hours in NYC parks

I'm writing as a responsible dog owner -- I exercise my dog off-leash 
in Prospect Park  -- to attest to the public health benefits of 
off-leash hours for dogs in NYC parks:

First, letting a dog exercise off leash is more fun for owners than 
always walking the dog on the leash.

Some of the healthy results that follow for people are:

1.  People get more exercise, and socialize with their other 
dog-owning neighbors.

2.  More people use the parks, in all seasons and all weather, 
leading to more support and funding for the parks, and less crime.

3.  No threat to humans occurs in (I'll guess) 99.999% of off-leash 
dog-human encounters.  Off-leash dogs are overwhelmingly well behaved 
and sociable with other dogs and with humans.  People with vicious 
pit bulls keep them chained in back yards or basements -- which is 
how the dogs get neurotic and mean in the first place.

4.  Off-leash hours do not inconvenience non-dog park users, since 
they are limited to certain areas and only in the early morning and after dark.

5.  Off-leash owners help keep the parks clean;  we pick up our dogs' 
poop religiously, I would say.  Some of us also pick up OTHER dogs' 
poop and other people's trash. We feel a real ownership towards our 
parks and want to help keep them beautiful. We make financial 
contributions to the parks, too.

Finally, these and other benefits of off-leash hours simply outweigh 
the risks.  In fact, the precise level of risk of being bitten by an 
off-leash dog in a park has not been established.  I venture that it 
is no more statistically significant than other forms of mishap that 
we deem acceptable vis-a-vis the benefits to city residents:   bike 
riding, riding in an automobile, crossing the street... etc.

Please preserve off-leash hours in NYC parks!

Sincerely,

Stephanie Doba
614 10th Street
Brooklyn, NY  11215
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From: <AJKWASNICKA@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  2:28 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

 

To NYC Dept of Health,
 
I've been a dog owner for close  to 40 years, as long as I've been living in 
Brooklyn. For all those years dogs  were allowed to be off leash between late 
evening and 9:00 am. The 20-year Off  Leash Hours Policy has proven to be good 
public health policy. People in  Prospect park, whether dog owners or not, 
have been getting along  well.  

Responsible dog ownership is a  benefit to the health of New Yorkers. 
Responsible off leash recreation brings  thousands of people into the parks, building 
community among people and  fostering improved mental health while both 
humans and dogs get some gentle,  stress-free exercise. 

Dog owners in NYC Parks have been credited with keeping  parks safer in the 
evening and early in the morning.

Access to off leash recreation opportunities encourages  people to adopt and 
socialize many, many abandoned dogs in NYC each year thus  sparing the City 
the cost of capturing, confining, and ultimately euthanising  them.

In addition, off leash recreation is important to my  quality of life because 
it allows me and my canine friend to enjoy the nature,  relax and get to know 
many wonderful people and build  relationships.

Alina J. Kwasnicka
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From: <DARof76@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  1:31 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven good  public health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of  dog-related incidents due to better 
socialized and exercized dogs thanks to  Offleash Hours policy;  --Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have been credited with  keeping parks safer in the evening and 
early in the morning;  --Responsible  dog owners recreating with their dogs 
brings hundreds of thousands of people  into the parks, fostering community;  
--Responsible dog ownership is a  benefit to the health of New Yorkers;  --Access 
to offleash recreation  opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned  dogs in NYC each year.  

Dogs under supervision off leash with their humans make the park (Prospect  
Park in Brooklyn) a joy to walk in. My 2 year old 'puppy' is calm and friendly  
seeing her dog and human friends. I no longer am able to work so my husband 
and  I take Lulamae to the park on  weekends. Because of off leash hours I   
meet many people that I never would have if there weren't off leash hours. Going 
 to the park on weekends is therapeutic and means that I will see people that 
I  would not otherwise. Please keep off leash hours. It means so much to 
people  like me who can't get out and about as well as to the dogs.
 
Thank you. 
Caryl Leventhal
_darof76@aol.com_ (mailto:darof76@aol.com) 
 
 

CC: <DARof76@aol.com>
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From: Katie Hush <katie_hush@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  1:26 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

To whom it may concern:
   
  I am in strong support of keeping off-leash hours for dogs in NYC Parks.  I live one block from Prospect 
Park and I enjoy spending morning and evening hours in the park with my dog.  He runs along sniffing 
and meeting other dogs while I get wonderful exercize.  Each day I meet and greet at least 20 to 30 
people and pets as I enjoy the park.  It is healthy for me, both physically and mentally, and the 
number-one reason that I would never leave Brooklyn.  Prospect Park is my park and I am proud of all 
the ways people and pets get to enjoy it.  
   
  Off-leash hours are a quality of life issue for me and many others.  Why live in the suburbs when you 
can enjoy nature and let your dog do the same right here in the city.  My high city rent and taxes are 
worthwhile if I can continue to enjoy a great quality of life.
   
  Sincerely,
  Katie Hush
  704 8th Avenue
  Brookyn, NY 11215

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.
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From: "Annie Carlson" <anniecarlson@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006 12:57 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours

As a pet owner, myself and my dog would be devastated if the
opportunity to run in the park would no longer be an option.
This is the only time my dog gets to exercise and run at a pace best
suited for his breed.

Some ideas to compromise would be:
1. Have a person designated to survey and give tickets if the rules are broken.
2. Have a check in point to show vaccinations and any other required forms.
3. Have extreme fines for dogs who bite, people who don't clean up waste, etc.

I would be willing to donate my time, as I am sure many owners would
be in order to keep the privilege of off-leash hours. The busiest
hours are 7am-9am and 9pm-10pm, and I think 3 hours a day would be a
reasonable position to fill.

This is a difficult city to have a pet, but I think there is a
compromise everyone would be happy about.  It is also a difficult city
to have a child, own a home, and find peace of mind. But it can be
done.
I cannot attend the meeting on Nov. 1st, so I hope my comments will be
taken into consideration.
Thank you for your time.
Annie Carlson and Buddy
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From: Alexander Gray <alex@alexandergray.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006 12:53 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To whom it may concern:

Keep the Offleash Hours policy in effect! My dog loves it!

Lots of good reasons:

The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven good public health policy

NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due  
to better socialized and exercized dogs thanks to Offleash Hours policy

Dog owners in NYC Parks have been credited with keeping parks safer  
in the evening and early in the morning

Responsible dog owners recreating with their dogs brings hundreds of  
thousands of people into the parks, fostering community

Responsible dog ownership is a benefit to the health of New Yorkers

Access to offleash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Great for tourism--the tourists in Central Park love seeing all the  
dogs playing in the morning!

Thank you!

Alex

Alexander Gray
Alexander Gray Associates LLC
526 West 26 Street #1019
New York, NY 10001
212-399-2636 (Tel)
212-399-2684 (Fax)
646-642-2636 (Mobile)
alexander@alexandergray.com
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From: Sarah Woodberry <kpt812@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006 11:47 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

The Offleash hours policy makes good sense and has a proven track record.  NYC is enjoying a 
historically low rate  of dog-related incidents due to better socialized and exercized dogs thanks to  
Offleash Hours policy.

Please, PLEASE, PLEASE do not end this longstanding and beneficial policy. It is great for the dogs, but 
more importantly, it is great for the PEOPLE of the city.

We, the people of New York City, need the Offleash Hours as a measure of sanity and small-town feeling 
in this big urbane city.

Best,
SA Woodberry
New Yorker and Dog Lover

 
---------------------------------
How low will we go? Check out Yahoo! Messenger’s low  PC-to-Phone call rates.
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From: <Tony_Garoppolo@nyep.uscourts.gov>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006 10:50 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Off-leash dog recreation hours in NYC Parks is more about people than about
dogs. It gets people into the parks at off-hours socializing with each
other and also making the parks safer during off-hours by their presence.
It is also humane to provide dogs with outdoors, off-leash recreation. And
the small minority of people who are afraid of dogs know that the
enforcement policy allows for the off-leash recreation before 9 AM and
after 9 PM. They can refrain from entering the parks during those
off-hours, when very few non-dog owning people use the parks anyway.
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From: "Byron-Brown, Alison" <alison.byron-brown@bmo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  9:59 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

We have been taking our dog to Prospect Park during off-leash hours for
9 years, and it's one of the reasons we live in Brooklyn. I know many
people who have lived in Brooklyn their whole lives and say they never
used to dare enjoy the park during early morning hours because it was
such a dangerous place -- until the parks started allowing off-leash
hours. The dogs are well-behaved, and the group polices itself. If there
is someone whose dog misbehaves or is not reliable off leash, the group
will ask that person not to bring their dog to the off-leash hours
anymore (this happened to a friend of mine, and she respects this). In
addition, this access to offleash recreation encourages people to adopt
and socialize many many dogs who were abandoned in the NY area. 

Please pass this Amendment so that these off-leash hours become policy!!

Thank you,

Alison Byron-Brown

Alison D. Byron-Brown
Director, Managing Editor
BMO Capital Markets US Research
3 Times Square, 26th Floor
New York, NY  10036
phone: 212-885-4149
fax: 212-885-4028
email: alison.byron-brown@BMO.com

This e-mail and any attachments may contain
confidential and privileged information. If you are
not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail
and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use
of this information by a person other than the
intended recipient is unauthorized and may be
illegal. Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed
in this e-mail are those of the author and are not
endorsed by the author's employer.
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From: philip galanes <philipgalanes@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  9:56 AM
Subject: NYC Leash Law

Please allow us to keep our dogs off-leash in Central
Park before 9 in the morning.  It works so well, and
my family and I are so happy with the current
arrangement.

Thanks very much.

Philip Galanes

4 East 82nd Street
NY, NY  10028
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From: Amy Casey <amycasey@amycasey.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2006  9:42 AM
Subject: Off Leash Privileges

Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing in opposition to the amendment of Article 161Removing  
the off leash privileges of New York City dogs will be a detriment to  
the community.  Currently, dogs are socialized in our parks off-leash  
before 9am and after 9pm,  and in dog runs at all other times.   
Responsible dog owners is the issue, not bad dogs.  Any dog who is  
not trained or 'not-friendly' should be required to stay on leash at  
all times.  How about a solution that provides training for owners  
who have 'problem' dogs?  Any dog that is violent should be handled  
by the ASPCA and the owner should be held responsible, not the rest  
of the community.  This is a prime example of one angry loud-mouthed  
citizen using our judicial system for his own personal beliefs, which  
do not benefit the community as a whole.  Dogs can't run and play  
with each other on a leash.  I live in Midtown and go to Central Park  
each morning.  The closest dog run is on 54th and 11th which is over  
4 blocks South and 5 avenues West of my home!  The city would need to  
add many more designated dog runs to accommodate all the dogs that  
run off-leash before 9am.  Dogs that have no time off a leash are not  
properly exercised and are riddled with unused energy and anxiety  
which leads to behavioral problems.  I personally, was attacked by a  
dog once at the antique fair on 6th avenue by a dog who was ON A  
LEASH!  Making dogs stay on a leash will not prevent untrained dogs  
from attacking people or other dogs.  It is their irresponsible  
owners who need to be educated and required to bring their dog to  
training.  The American Kennel Club offers a course with a "Good  
Canine Citizen" certification, The Delta Society offers training for  
dogs as well.  These options should be offered to dogs who need  
training.  The dogs and dog owners as a whole are mostly a well- 
behaved community, seeking 'quiet enjoyment' of our parks.  Thank you  
for your time and consideration.

Please feel free to contact me for more testimony on the benefits to  
the community by continuing to give dogs off-leash privileges.

Amy Casey
funny sexy quirky cute
THE comedic actress!

www.amycasey.com
www.myspace.com/goldiblondelle
New York:  917.915.1899
Los Angeles:  213.341.0711
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From: Mark Seitz <markseitz2002@yahoo.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  9:09 PM
Subject: Let the dogs run

To whom this may concern,
My wife and I live in Brooklyn with our six year old
Wiemeriener, Sterling.  This breed of dogs require an
hour of high level exercise each day.  Without off
leash hours we will not be able to provide the needed
exercise for Sterling.  Therefore we would have no
other choice but to leave our place in Brooklyn to
somewhere that provides the necessary space.  So we
ask you to please consider the many good dog owners
who would have to leave The City, their home, to
provide for their " family members".

Thank you,
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seitz

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: garveye@yahoo.com
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  5:14 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

  To Whom It May Concern at the NYC Board of Health:
  I am writing in support of off-leash hours in New York City parks. Having off-leash access to NYC parks 
is critical to the well-being of my pet.  As a responsible dog owner, I believe it is important that my dog 
obtain adequate exercise and socialization, both of which would be much more difficult to obtain without 
off-leash hours in Central Park.  I own a 75-pound dog, for whom running around a dog run and long 
walks do not provide adequate exercise.
  In general, dog owners who use the off-leash hours aim to be courteous members of society by having 
good control over their dogs even while off-leash and ensuring that all animal waste is disposed of 
properly. In addition, I believe off-leash hours benefit the greater NYC community.  Without the many dog 
owners who frequent Central Park before 9 am and after 9 pm, it would be a far less safe place.  
  I sincerely hope that the Board of Health will act in the best interest of the community and continue to 
allow off-leash hours in NYC parks.
  Sincerely, 
  Erin Olsen
  NYC resident
  (212) 529-7083
   

 
---------------------------------
Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 
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From: "Lauckhardt, Shelby" <shelby.lauckhardt@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  3:58 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:  --The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven good public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to better socialized 
and exercized dogs thanks to Offleash Hours policy;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have been credited 
with keeping parks safer in the evening and early in the morning;  --Responsible dog owners recreating 
with their dogs brings hundreds of thousands of people into the parks, fostering community;  
--Responsible dog ownership is a benefit to the health of New Yorkers;  --Access to offleash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.
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From: <brooklynbamboo@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  3:03 PM
Subject: Fwd: off-leash hours

  
RENA BRYANT, SECRETARY  
THE BOARD OF HEALTH
125 WORTH STREET, CN-31
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10013 
 
Subject:  Letter in support of authorizing DOPR Off Leash Courtesy Hours from 9 p.m to 9 a.m.
 
Dear Ms. Bryant: 
 
I am writing in support of the proposal to provide official authorization of DOPR Off Leash Courtesy Hours 
from 9 p.m to 9 a.m.   I appreciate the rabies vaccine requirement.  I also appreciate how such hours 
contribute to safer parks and community well-being as like minded people gather to enjoy the parks.  The 
presence of dogs and their owners in the evenings may increase the safety of our parks. 
 
I also encourage DOH to work with City Planning and Community Boards to identify potential sites for 
new enclosed dog runs and to assist communities in establishing dog runs, particularly in under-served, 
low-income neighborhoods, which appear to have the least access to enclosed dog runs.  I speak from 
my experience as a resident of Clinton Hill, Brooklyn and from having grown up in Stapleton, Staten 
Island.      
 
I thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chelsea Albucher
402 Grand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11238
Tel 917 880 5014
 
-----Original Message-----
From: msmaus@earthlink.net
To: undisclosed-recipients:;
Sent: Sun, 1 Oct 2006 12:54 PM
Subject: off-leash hours

Hello all, 

The fight to make off-leash hours legal throughout the city is not yet over. The NYC Dept. of Health will 
hold a hearing on 1 November to hear comments from the public about the proposed amendment to the 
NYC Health Code. This amendment would write the 9pm to 9am off leash courtesy hours into law. 

Some of you might not have been aware that the city has never officially recognized these off leash 
hours, and that they were always a "courtesy" of the Parks Dept. It is a very good thing for all off leash 
proponents if this gets written into the official health code of the city. 

Read the official proposal here: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/public/notice-intention-hc-art161.pdf 
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The following is taken from the announcement. Please note that it is SUPER EASY to send your 
comments by email (see last sentence in bold). If you care about making off leash officially legal, please 
write them an email! 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE WILL 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSAL ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2006 FROM 2:00 
P.M.TO 4:00 P.M. IN THE THIRD FLOOR BOARDROOM (ROOM 330) AT 125 WORTH STREET, NEW 
YORK,
 NEW YORK 10013.

PERSONS INTERESTED IN PRE-REGISTERING TO SPEAK SHOULD NOTIFY, IN WRITING, RENA 
BRYANT, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 125 WORTH STREET CN-31, NEW YORK, 
NEW YORK; (212) 788-5010 BY 5:00 P.M., OCTOBER 31, 2006. PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WHERE, IF NECESSARY, YOU MAY BE REACHED DURING NORMAL WORKING HOURS. 
SPEAKERS WILL BE
 LIMITED TO FIVE (5) MINUTES. 

WRITTEN COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSAL MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MAIL TO RENA 
BRYANT, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 125 WORTH STREET, CN-31, NEW YORK, 
NEW YORK 10013 OR BY E-MAIL TO: RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV OR BY FAX 
TO RENA BRYANT AT 
(212) 788-4315 ON OR BEFORE 5:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2006. 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

CC: <james@council.nyc.ny.us>
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From: "Katie Emmet" <katieemmet@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  2:27 PM
Subject: Off lash hours

I strongly support off-leash hours for dogs in New York City parks.  It is a
benefit to all the community, keeping the parks populated and safer during
off-peak times.

-- 
Katie Emmet Peterson
275 Clinton Avenue #4-5
Brooklyn, NY 11205
917-930-7586
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From: "Lesley Fine" <lfine@health.nyc.gov>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  1:39 PM
Subject: Proposed resolution to amend Article 161

Hi -
 
Here are my comments on this proposed resolution, for what they are worth:
 
1.  Well-exercised dogs are much more likely to be well-behaved dogs.
2.  Running off leash for 10 minutes, in terms of how tired a dog gets, is equivalent to about an hours 
walk.
3.  Playing with other dogs and being around people is an occasionally stressful yet nonetheless excellent 
opportunity for socialization.  
4.  To be sure, dogs with any history of aggression towards people or other animals should never be off 
leash in public.
5.  Also think it would help to post notices advising folks on basic off-leash etiquette, such as not bringing 
squeaky or other toys to park, which invariably just creates unnecessary excitement. 
6.  If you're going to officially allow off-leash hours, think it should be coupled with basic written guidelines 
(posted where dog owners can easily see them) for dog owners.
     
Whatever government entity in charge of the fenced-in parks should also (please!) consider creating 
more fenced-in dog runs, which have many benefits:
 
1.  Perfect for dogs like mine, who are big and play rough
2.  Also perfect for 'protecting' folks who are nervous around dogs that are off leash
3.  My boyfriend and I feel like criminals whenever we occasionally sneak in a fenced-in park that has a 
sign prohibiting dogs - this park is literally not utilized by a single person - EVER.  Seems ridiculous.  All 
people do when they see us (save the one time a park employee asked my boyfriend to leave) is smile, 
sometimes stopping to point out our dogs to their kids.
4.  We always pick up after our dogs and whatever trash we might find - leaving the park nicer than when 
we found it.
5.  There are soooo many unused "park triangles" (at least where I live in Park Slope) - would it be that 
difficult to make them dog runs?  Would just need to block out the rule that says "no dogs".  They might 
as well say "no people", as I can assure you that you will never find human beings frolicking within the 
confines of these fenced-in triangles.  
6.  They would be used MUCH more than they currently are (which is not at all).
 
Those are my two cents.  If the recipient of this email knows who I would need to contact in order to 
propose more fenced-in dog runs (I'm assuming it's not the board of health, though it's a related issue), 
would love to know who that is and how to go about making this suggestion.
 
Sincerely,
Lesley
 
Lesley Fine, MSW, MPH
Health Media & Marketing Group
New York City Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
Phone:  212-788-4967
Fax:  212-788-2171 

**********************************************************************
The New York City Department of Health & Mental Hygiene is now offering information important for the 
health of all New Yorkers.  To sign up for these new and valuable updates, log-on to our website at
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From: Gabe Roth <gaberoth@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Off-leash hours

Dear Board of Health members:

I'm writing to endorse the proposed Off-Leash Hours plan for dogs in 
city parks. It's essential that well-trained dogs have opportunities to 
play and romp with one another, under voice command, with their owners 
present. The proposal, which restricts off-leash hours to times when 
the parks are not in heavy use, represents a good compromise between 
the needs of dogs and their owners and those of other park users. I 
urge you to codify this effective system into law.

Thank you.

Philip Gabriel Roth
200 Washington Park #2
Brooklyn, NY 11205
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From: muffet jones <mjones11201@yahoo.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  1:22 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours Ruling Resolution to Amend Article 161

Dear Ms. Bryant:
   
  I am writing in support of the amendment to Article 161 of NYC Health Code allowing dogs to be 
off-leash in designated public parks during the 9 - 9 hours which have been unofficially in effect since 
1990.  There is substantial evidence to support what dog owners know - that a well-exercised, 
well-socialized dog is less likely to be aggressive or a public nuisance than one that is restricted to short 
walks on leash, or teathered in a yard all day.  New York City dog owners have proven that they are 
willing to be great supporters of the public parks - much more than other park users, in fact - in cleaning 
up not only after themselves, but also the trash and litter left by others.  The few dogs that are aggressive 
and unleashed on NYC streets are those belonging to people for whom rules in public parks mean 
nothing anyway - the vast majority of off-leash park users are good citizens and consequently have 
well-trained dogs.  Restricting off-leash recreation for the many will
 do absolutely nothing to curb the illegal activity of the few with aggressive dogs.  ALL responsible dog 
owners want those people and their dogs off the streets.  Finally, all New Yorkers have a right to enjoy 
the recreation activity of their choice in the public parks that their tax dollars help support.  Bike riders, 
skaters, ball players can all become dangers to others in parks during busy times - much more so than 
off-leash recreationers who use the parks when very few others do.  Unless the biker/skater/ballplayer's 
access is restricted, mine shouldn't be either.
   
  Muffet Jones
  80 Cranberry St. #1N
  Brooklyn, NY 11201
  718-237-9169
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From: <Wrkam@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006 12:34 PM
Subject: Dog freedom

I am responding to the issue of dogs running free in the City Parks between  
the hours of 9 PM until 9 AM. Off leash hours are an offense to every New 
Yorker  who uses the City Parks. Having dogs run in the Parks is not only 
injurious to  the people using the Parks but to the Parks themselves. How is the dog 
waste and  urination to be controlled by the dog owners if the dogs are allowed 
to run  free. What about damage to plants flowers and trees? 
 
Can we sit on the grass the next day without sitting on dog feces? In my  
view this is a heath hazard of major import and is hard to believe that this  
situation currently exists. 
 
I ask the good of the entire community be thought of instead of one special  
interest group.
 
Please see the two Brooklyn Parks that have been entirely ruined by dog  over 
usage. Squib Park and Cadman Plaza park. 
 
Thank you for letting me respond
 
W. Rudy Kamuf
18 Tompkins Place
Brooklyn NY 11231
718-852-6123
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From: Gary McCraw <gary.mccraw@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006 12:14 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter as support of Amendments to Section 165.  Healthy 
dogs lead to healthy people.  Experts agree that good exercise and 
socialization are fundamental to the health, temperament, and well-being of 
our dogs.  And it is our responsibility to provide our companion dogs with 
open space, other dogs, and people in order to maintain their health.  
Likewise, pet owners and countless other people benefit from healthy, happy 
dogs.  They function as integral, loving parts of our families and community.  
They get us out of bed with a smile every morning.  They put a smile on so 
many faces everyday, when random, fellow New Yorkers stop from their hurried 
pace to say hello or pet them.  And they get us out of the confines of our 
apartments and into the parks, where we, too, get some much needed fresh air, 
open space, and exercise.  Since the Offleash Hours policy was instated 20 
years ago, the parks have become safer places, used by more people, and the 
number of dog-related incidents has drastically dropped, proving that the 
Offleash Hours policy is good public health policy.  We owe it to our dogs to 
maintain off-leash hours and we ALL benefit.

Sincerely yours,
Gary McCraw
233 E. 9th St., Apt 1B
New York, NY 10003
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From: Sofia von Stange <sofiavonstange@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006 11:39 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

In addition to wishing to preserve courtesy hours for dogs and their owners of 9pm to 9am in parks 
without dog runs, I would also like to assert that even in many parks with dogs runs, the courtesy hours 
are essential to the health and well-being of well-socialized pets.
   
  The problem with the rule that courtesy hours can apply only to parks without dog runs, is that most of 
our dog runs are inadequate in size and are also hazardous to our pets. For example, the dog run in 
Inwood Hill Park is too small for my athletic breed, and the surface stones cut his paws whenever he 
goes in, creating pain from open lesions which are then prone to infection. My dog should not suffer 
damage to his body from the use of a dog run. For this reason, I no longer use it.
   
  Unless the dog runs are safe and adequately sized, I will want to see courtesy hours in those parks with 
sub-standard and dangerous dog runs, preserved.
   
    The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven good public health policy--NYC is enjoying a historically 
low rate of dog-related incidents due to better socialized and exercized dogs--Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have been credited with keeping parks safer in the evening and early in the morning--Responsible dog 
owners recreating with their dogs brings hundreds of thousands of people into the parks, fostering 
community--Responsible dog ownership is a benefit to the health of New Yorkers--Access to offleash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year.   
  Thank you!
  -Sofia von Stange

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.
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From: Jeremiah Crowell <jc@jeremiahcrowell.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006 10:46 AM
Subject: <no subject>

Hello,

I wanted to express my support for continuing to have off-leash hours for
dogs in most city parks between 9pm and 9am.  Besides being one of the only
ways a city dog can get exercise, the off leash time allows dogs to become
socialized to one another and to other people.  This lessens the
possibilities of violent and dangerous confrontations between dogs and
people on the streets.

Please continue to support these off-leash hours.

Thank you,

Jeremiah Crowell

jc@jeremiahcrowell.com
917-756-9538
452 15th Street, #4L
Brooklyn, NY 11215

www.jeremiahcrowell.com
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From: <jb@tuna.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 2, 2006  2:39 AM
Subject: off leash hours

thank you for considering "other" new yorkers- i am a woman who lives alone 
and have had dogs for many years.  it is very important to me to be able to 
walk my dogs off leash, for their benifit and good health, without fear of 
reprisal.  the courtesy offered by the parks department has been greatly 
appreciated, however, it would be a great blessing to have the courtesy made 
official. 

                                                         jb brown
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From: "Kira P. Watson" <kirawatson@yahoo.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2006  7:19 PM
Subject: Off leash hours

Please make off leash hours part of the administrative
code.  

Kira Watson
Brooklyn Dog owner

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: Kathryn Lilly <kathryn@acedsl.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2006  7:14 PM

Off leash walking is healthy both physically and mentally. Not only for 
myself but for my dog as well.
Please change this unhealthy law of leashing dogs, if only for a few 
hours a day.
Thank you in advance,
Yours truly,
Kathryn Lilly,
1255 Carroll Street,
Brooklyn, NY, 11213
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From: "Dara Erck" <dara.erck@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2006  5:32 PM
Subject: off-leash hours

Dear Ms. Bryant:

I am writing in strong support of off-leash hours for dogs in our parks
(hc-art161).  Off-leash hours are imperative to the well-being of our dogs
and community.  Since we don't have access to dog runs, there are no other
places for our dogs to get the exercise they need.  I have never had a bad
experience with off-leash dogs in the Fort Greene park.  All dog owners are
courtesy - they pick up after their dogs and are respectful of other
people.  We moved to Brooklyn for the strong sense of community.  Having our
dogs off leash is part of the community spirit.

Sincerely,
Dara Erck
Clinton Hill, Brooklyn
tel. 212-464-8803
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From: "Karen Malpede" <kmalpede@earthlink.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2006  3:48 PM
Subject: Off-Leash law

To whom it may concern:

I am the owner of two young cocker spaniels who enjoy off-leash privileges in Fort Greene Park nearly 
every morning, unless it is pouring rain.  In deep snow, in lush grass, with the beauty of the leaves turning 
yellows and reds, or the new green buds just coming out, we go--they bounding and frisking and hunting 
for escaped tennis balls--me, and often, my husband, thrilling to the early morning light, and to talks with 
our new-found friends--all owners of a wide assortment of dogs.  The dogs, when off the leash, are quite 
universally friendly, if, and it rarely happens,  a dog snaps at another, all the humans immediately 
intervene.  If a dog poops, the humans immediately altert that dog-owner.  Many dog owners come also 
with their babies, in strollers or baby packs, and with their toddlers so that there is often a two-year old 
standing in a sea of dogs, delighting their animal nature.  It is a pacific, and deeply friendly, caring scene 
in Fort Greene Park.  Neighbors learn the news of one another, provide advice, or help about such things 
as a lost and found dog, or, just listen to a newly returned Iraq vet who has just gotten a new pup and 
needs advice on dog rearing, or to an artist who has just sold a picture, or an author whose book is 
coming out or play is about to be done.  The human interaction is made possible because our dogs need 
exercise and, so it happens, do we, walking around the park together, seeking our friends to share the 
seasons with, and demanding good behavior from every creature in the park.  We are the ones to pick up 
garbage so the dogs won't eat the ribs or chicken bones left behind.  It's gotten so that I cannot imagine 
my life without those early morning off-leash walks.  I have been so enriched by the early morning times 
with nature, and the joys of watching all the doggies romp and roam.  
Please, I would urge that off-leash privileges for humans their animal companions become the law.  It 
makes for better, healtheir, happier and more well-behaved dogs, but, it makes for better humans, too.
Thanks,
Karen Malpede     
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From: "J Liroff" <jon.liroff@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2006  2:50 PM
Subject: please write 9 to 9 into law.

For the health and sanity of both my dog and myself, keeping and
protecting off leash hours is essential.  Thank you for your
consideration. Jon Liroff.
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From: "Robyn Cutler" <Robyn.Cutler@glpgp.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Attn: Ms. Rena Bryant

Dear Ms. Bryant:

I am writing to express my support for the proposed Amendment to 161.05 of the City Health Code, which 
would allow dogs to be off leash in certain areas of NYC parks.

I have lived in the city for over forty years and have never felt threatened or nervous around any dogs that 
I come into contact with in the parks if they are being watched by their owners, cleaned up after, and 
have their collar tags.  Now, I have my own dog and I really understand the importance of giving her a 
good amount of exercise - running and playing freely with other dogs in the park  is how she gets that in 
the city. She is completely non-destructive in my own home, and I truly think that's because she can 
expend good energy in the park.  

The parks are more populated in the morning, and that's comforting, too.

Of course, accidents can happen - but not any more (probably much less) than accidents caused by 
bikers and skaters and cars running the red lights on the  park roads. 

In conclusion, I believe that the DOPR should permit off leash activity with specific guidelines so that 
dogs, their owners the general public experience the benefits of living in this great city of ours.

Thank you,

Robyn Cutler
Supervising Music Director
Guiding Light - CBS
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From: "emily schnee" <emily.schnee@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  2:21 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

I am writing to express my support for NYC's off-leash hour policy in city
parks. This policy benefits New Yorkers in many ways. It brings thousands of
people into city parks during off hours making them safer for everyone. It
gets people out, walking and socializing, and improves the health of both
people and their dogs. Off-leash hours keep an important constituency in the
city, donating to our parks, to the benefit of everyone. 

 

Keep NYC's off-leach hours policy as it currently stands.

 

Thank you, 

 

Emily Schnee

234 East 5th St, Brooklyn NY 11218
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From: "J Liroff" <jon.liroff@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 10:06 PM
Subject: NYC Health Board "Leash Law" amendment

For the health and sanity of myself, my dog and my community, please
support the leash law ammendment at the November 1st health board
hearing.  Allowing dogs off leash, at conservative and agreed-upon
hours and locations, fosters and supports a sense of community among
dog owners in my area and serves as a vital part of our public lives.
Additionally, for the safety and socialization of these animals and
the humans with whom they come into contact, nothing is more effective
than extended off-leash interaction in a safe environent.

thank you,

Jon Liroff
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From: "Andrea Dibner" <andrea@tobinparnes.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  6:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Department of Health:

Please take into consideration the following issues when voting on the
off-leash hours amendments:

1.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.

2.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized
and exercised dogs.

3.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hour.

4.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.

5.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

6.  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks.

7.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.

8.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your help with preserving our rights and freedoms as a
loving and responsible Dog Owner!

 

Regards,

Andrea B. Dibner

P: 212.462.4200 x119

F: 212.462.4788
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From: <Dogparkpal@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  5:30 PM
Subject: off leash law

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a  proven and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an  historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the off leash hours  policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safer, since they are  present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The  off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners  and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of  community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages  people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each  
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,  the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours  (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  vaccinated.
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From: Katherine Kim <kkim@unitdesign.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  2:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hi.

I'm a responsible dog owner, and I hope that you maintain off leash hours policy for the parks. Most dog 
owners in the city are responsible dog owners. I assure you that if dogs don't have a place to run & play 
and get their exercise that there will be many more tragic incidents with unsocialized dogs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Katherine Kim
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From: <liz.adam@nmfn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  1:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible
dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  

Please continue to support the current Off-Leash Policy of NYC.  

Liz Adam

Elizabeth A. Adam, CPA
Financial Representative
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
875 Third Avenue -- 23rd Floor
New York, NY  10022
(212) 812-0536 Phone
(212) 599-6268 Fax
liz.adam@nmfn.com
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the
sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance
Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.  Agent, The Northwestern
Mutual Life Insurance Company for its life insurance, annuities and
disability income insurance, (The Schoon Agency), General Agent, and
Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company (NLTC), Milwaukee WI for
its long term care insurance. Registered Representative, Northwestern
Mutual Investment Services, LLC, (NMIS) 720 E. Wisconsin Avenue,
Milwaukee WI 53202 (414-271-1444) for variable life insurance and
variable annuities, mutual funds, unit investment trusts and money
market funds. NMIS is a wholly owned company of Northwestern Mutual and
is a member of the NASD and SIPC. Northwestern Mutual is not a
broker-dealer.  There may be instances when this agent represent
insurance companies in addition to Northwestern Mutual or NLTC.  Trades
are executed, cleared and settled and accounts are carried by Robert W.
Baird & Co., Inc., member NYSE and SPIC.  Your transmission of
electronic mail to this address represents your consent to two-way
communication by Internet e-mail. If you received this in error, please
contact the sender and delete the material from any computer on which it
exists. 
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</pre><font face=Arial>Northwestern Mutual, its subsidiaries and affiliates may review and retain 
incoming and outgoing electronic mail for this e-mail address for quality assurance and regulatory 
compliance purposes.  Communications that are received via the Secure Message Center are secure.  
Communications that are not received via the Secure Message Center website may not be secure or 
encrypted, and could be observed by a third party.<br><br>If you prefer not to receive any e-mail 
communication from Northwestern Mutual or our Financial Representatives, please click the following 
link:<a href="https://service.nmfn.com/cbpeopt/EmailOptOut.do">"E-Mail Opt-out from Northwestern 
Mutual"</a><br><br>In the event that you cannot click on the above link, the Northwestern Mutual E-Mail 
Opt-out form can be found at the following URL: 
https://service.nmfn.com/cbpeopt/EmailOptOut.do.<br><br>Northwestern Mutual<br>720 East Wisconsin 
Avenue<br>Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4797.</font><pre>
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From: Thomas Reed <thomas.reed@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 12:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the HealthCode

To the Board of Health:

As a lifelong New York City resident for over 60 years and a responsible dog
owner, I strongly support the continuation and affirmation of the off-leash
policy that has been in effect for dogs for the last twenty years or so,
allowing dogs to run off the leash in New York City parks in designated
areas between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. daily. My understanding
is that the Parks Commissioners during this period have interpreted the
City's health regulations to allow this salutary exercise of their
discretion and that the the proposed amendment of Section 161.05 of the
Health Code will confirm and continue this long standing policy and remove
any doubts that may exist as to the legitimacy of the Parks Commissioners'
interpretation of the existing applicable codes and regulations.

This existing health policy has been proven by experience to be extremely
beneficial to the public health and welfare on balance. From all that I have
read, I understand that New York City currently enjoys an historically low
rate of dog-related adverse incidents, and this low rate of incidents
coincides with the existence of the present off-leash policy and is most
likely a result thereof at least in part. From observing dogs, including my
own, running free and playing with each other and their owners during the
off-leash hours in Central Park, I have seen how this process benefits both
them and their owners by providing exercise and enjoyment, as well as
teaching the dogs how to socialize with their fellow dogs and helping them
learn the rules of proper dog behavior. (The owners get to socialize with
each other as well while keeping a watchful eye on their canine companions,
and this process has caused me to become acquainted with many nice people
whom I would not otherwise have met, and whom I now count among my friends.)
The exercise and socialization aspects are especially important for the
dogs; they work off excess energy, help themselves to keep in good physical
condition, and learn their proper place in the canine social order so as to
minimize the likelihood of their acting inappropriately or aggressively with
other dogs and people.

In favor of the current policy as it would be perpetuated by the proposed
amendment is also the safety and security benefit that flows from
encouraging dog owners to exercise their dogs late in the evening and early
in the morning. These are times when there may be relatively few people
using the parks for recreational purposes, and the presence of the dogs and
their owners during these hours tends to discourage anti-social and even
criminal activity that some persons present in the parks might otherwise be
tempted to engage in if there were fewer people around to notice and report
such activity.  There is safety in numbers, and encouraging the dog owners
to come out with their dogs certainly adds to the numbers at an important
time of day. 

The off-leash policy also encourages and helps to develop the sense of
community among the dog owners, and between the dog owners and other people
present in the parks, including park maintenance workers.  There's a feeling
of mutual respect, and that we're all in this together for our mutual
benefit, to enjoy and to help preserve the parks as a common and extremely
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valuable resource that must be left in at least as good a condition as we
find it.  In my experience, dog owners almost without exception are highly
responsible people and care about the welfare of others as well as of
themselves and their pets. They watch their dogs as they play and make
certain as well as they possibly can that their pets maintain good behavior,
do nothing destructive (such as digging or disturbing plantings), and they
faithfully pick up and properly dispose of their pets' solid excretions,
making sure that others do so as well. I can't claim that every dog owner is
100% perfect in this regard, and there may occasionally be a problem that
the owner fails or neglects to address, but my observations of how dogs and
their owners behave during the past nearly five years that I have been
walking my dog in Central Park lead me to conclude that any unfortunate
instances resulting from dogs being off-leash are quite few and far between.
(For that matter, there is no guarantee that even on-leash dog walkers will
pick up after their dogs as they should, although almost all of them do so
conscientiously in my experience.)

Another benefit of the current off-leash policy is that it encourages people
to adopt abandoned and abused dogs, knowing that during the off-leash hours
they will be able to give them the supervised care, exercise, and
socialization with other dogs and people that these unfortunate animals
require in order to become well functioning members of both the canine and
human communities. Among the dog owners I regularly meet each day are
several whose canine companions are dogs that they have so rescued, and
these rescued dogs are as valued members of our dog group as other dogs that
have grown up in more fortunate circumstances.

Furthermore, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership in other respects as well, such as by providing additional
explicit incentives for owners to make sure that their dogs are properly
licensed and vaccinated for the protection of all concerned.

In summary, I am fully persuaded that the proposed Board of Health
amendments to Section 161.05 of the Health Code are clearly beneficial to
the general public in the City as well as to dogs and their owners, for the
reasons stated above, and I strongly urge that they be adopted as proposed.

Best regards,

Tom Reed

Thomas A. Reed
Email:    thomas.reed@verizon.net
Phone:  212-722-3610

-- 

.
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From: Angus Watson <angus@exufoto.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 11:57 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to request and support the amendment of Section 161.05  
of the Health Code.

It is vital dogs are given the continued freedom to exercise in a  
city which provides pitiful resources to maintain the health and well- 
being of man's best friends.

I am not a dog owner but I enjoy walking my friend's dogs regularly  
in the city parks during off leash hours. And It always brightens my  
day to see other dogs enjoying themselves.

Getting regular exercise is fundamental to keeping a dog (as well as  
their owners) well balanced and good natured.

Thank you for your time.

Angus Watson
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To The New York City Health Board,  
  
I am writing to express my support of the law which will make off-leash hours legal in New City Parks. 
I am a dog owner who has experienced first hand the benefits of this successful 20-year policy. My dog 
and I use both the morning and nighttime off-leash hours in Fort Greene Park everyday. During the past 
two and a half years that I have had my dog, I have seen or heard about very, very few incidents 
involving dogs, none of which involve injury to human beings. In fact, because dogs are permitted to 
exercise and exhaust themselves in the morning hours, my dog as well as many of her playmates are 
less agressive. Not only do statistics demonstrate how off-leash hours create a safer enviroment for 
pedestrians, but also the fact that my dog sleeps the rest of the day after a good run in the morning 
instead of reaking havoc inside my apartment and out.   
  
Additionally, I would like to mention that up until a few years ago, New Yorkers wouldn't dare enter 
Fort Greene park unless he or she were a drug-user or drug-dealer. However, because of the Parks 
Department's intiative and dog-owners insistence on using the park in the early morning and late nights, 
Fort Greene Park is a much, much safer place. Our vigilence as dog-owners has allowed all New 
Yorkers to enjoy the city parks as well.   
  
Lastly, The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - 
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated. 
  
I thank you for your consideration.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Sadia Rahman  
  

From:    "Sadia Rahman" <sadia_rahman79@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/11/2006 11:28 AM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Page 1 of 1
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From: "tali woodward" <taliwoodward@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 11:23 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I think it's obvious to anyone who visits New York Parks that the off-leash
policy works extremely well for dogs, their owners, and other park-users. I
am lucky to live close to Fort Greene Park and I visit the park at least
once a day with my dog -- usually between 8 and 9 a.m., to take advantage of
the off-leash time. I'm consistenly impressed by how orderly the dogs are,
and how consencious the dog-owners are. Many other people use the park at
this time, and I have never seen a conflict over the dogs. The owners are
careful to keep their dogs off the paths and to clean up after them. The
off-leash hours also provide a great sense of community. Plus, when they are
on-leash, neighborhood dogs  behave better because they are given time to
romp and play off-leash.

Please maintain off-leash hours in NYC parks!

Thank you,
Tali
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From: <eboniejackson@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 11:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Whom it may concern:
 
As a tax-paying, dog owner and resident of New York City I support of the proposed amendments that 
clarify and strengthen the current Off leash Hours policy in NYC parks for the following reasons:
 
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs; 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; -
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations; 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
 
 
 
 
Regards,
Ebonie Jackson
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.
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From: Colleen Ingram <cingram@amnh.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006 11:09 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom in may concern:

I am writing this email in support of the Off-Leash Policy for NYC  
public parks.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and  
successful public health policy.  While the number of New Yorkers  
that own dogs is increasing, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate  
of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it  
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.  Dog owners in NYC  
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are  
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.   
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation  
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Availability to dog runs is  
limited, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks.   The off-leash policy  
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks  
- it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks  
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The  
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated, as well as  
contributing to the upkeep of local parks.

Thank you,
Colleen Ingram

Colleen M. Ingram, PhD

Molecular Laboratory Manager
Vertebrate Paleontology/Herpetology
American Museum of Natural History
Central Park West at 79th Street
New York, NY 10024-5192 USA.

<new email: cingram@amnh.org>

Ph:     (212) 313-7613 office
            (212) 313-5968 lab
Fax:   (212) 769-5842
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From: "Dan Agius" <Dagius9082@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  9:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir:

The 20-year off-leash hour's policy is a proven and successful public health
policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hour's policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours. The off-leash hour's policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community. Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks,  it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations. The proposed Board of Health
amendments promotes responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

I support these changes in the law.

 

Daniel T. Agius

206 Paulding Avenue

Tel. # 718-983-0563.
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From: "GUY" <EASY1948@NYC.RR.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  6:35 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

File has been removed due to potiential virus.  If you have any questions, please contact your system 
administrator.

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy
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From: "Christina M. Wilkinson" <nutrichris@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 11, 2006  1:02 AM
Subject: Testimony in response to Notice of Intention to Amend Article  161.05 of the New York 
City Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant,

The attached document contains my testimony in response to Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161.05 
of the New York City Health Code.  Please enter it into the public record on the matter.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

Christina Wilkinson
Maspeth, NY



        69-19 Caldwell Avenue 
        Maspeth, NY 11378 
 
October 11, 2006 
 
Ms. Rena Bryant 
Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street, CN-31 
New York, NY 10013 
 
Via fax (212) 788-4315 and e-mail: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov 
 

Re: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161.05 of the New York City Health Code 
 
I have always admired the Department of Health’s role in protecting the general public 
from harm.  However, as a health professional, I find it troubling to hear that your 
department is now considering relaxing the leash law, an act that will no doubt put the 
public at greater risk for falling victim to disease and attack.   This is being considered in 
order to give an “out” to the Commissioner of Parks who is bowing to pressure from a 
minority of vocal dog owners, not because dogs have suddenly ceased to be dangerous or 
incapable of spreading illness. 
 
 If most dog bites are occurring in people’s homes, as off-leash advocates have claimed, 
then why would you allow these same dangerous dogs to roam free in city parks?  This 
will expose the general public to unnecessary risk of attack.  Most dogs that bite have 
never before had an incident, and it is impossible to tell which dogs are likely to bite.   
 
Dogs can also threaten human safety in ways other than biting.  Off-leash dogs have 
seriously injured bicyclists, joggers, rollerbladers and pedestrians by running at and 
knocking them down. This has sent many unsuspecting park goers to the emergency 
room.  Amending the leash law so that the Parks Commissioner may sanction off-leash 
hours would be tantamount to saying that dogs are only dangerous during a certain time 
of day.  This is simply ridiculous. 
 
In your “notice of intention to amend,” you state, “The Department, like DOPR, realizes 
that alternative space for dogs to exercise is not generally available in our urban 
environment.”  Dogs are considered personal property, and before obtaining one, the 
owner should carefully consider the availability of space for the dog.  This should not be 
a concern for the Department of Health.  Your responsibility lies in protecting the health 
and safety of people, not exercise space for their pets.  DOPR not having enough 
enclosed dog runs in the city to serve the large dog population sounds more like an 
internal budget problem than a defect in the leash law.  There also are more baseball 
players, hockey players, and tennis players than there are facilities for them to play on, 
but we don’t allow them to play their sports on park lawns in order to appease these 
groups’ need for space.  Doing so would not only destroy vegetation and disturb wildlife, 
but would most importantly present a hazard to patrons who use parks for passive 



purposes.  Off-leash dogs present the same problems, and therefore should only be 
allowed in fenced off dog runs.  The Parks Department’s website gives clear reasons as to 
why: 
 

“First, unleashed dogs pose potential danger to people and to other dogs. Many park users, horses, 
park wildlife and leashed dogs have been attacked and bitten by unleashed dogs. Second, many 
park visitors are frightened by dogs and may find unleashed dogs to be intimidating or annoying. 
Third, unleashed dogs are more likely to leave behind waste that is not picked up by their owners; 
canine waste is a known source of several pernicious zoonotic diseases. Finally, unleashed dogs 
destroy lawns and flower beds: areas used as informal "dog runs" have been severely damaged by 
the combination of wear and uric acid, a known killer of plant life.” 

 
This came from the very agency that is now petitioning your Department to amend the 
leash law so that they may sanction unleashed dogs.  They can’t have it both ways.   
 
In your notice of intention to amend, you mention that off-leash dogs are at greater risk 
for contracting rabies, and that all dogs are required to have a rabies vaccine in case they 
are bitten or should happen to bite.  Neither DOPR nor DOH have addressed the fact that 
there are not enough enforcement officers available now to screen dogs for rabies tags; 
the potential number of off-leash dogs is expected to more than double if this law were to 
be amended, yet the number of park police is not expected to increase in response to this 
change. 
 
Also, neither of you addressed the Parks Department’s assertion that “unleashed dogs are 
more likely to leave behind waste that is not picked up by their owners.”  The amount of 
waste disregarded by dog owners will only increase with more unleashed dogs.  Wildlife, 
people and other dogs will all have greater exposure to “pernicious zoonotic infections” 
(see attached list).  Especially susceptible to these diseases are young children and people 
with AIDS.  There are a good number of people with AIDS who use city parks.  I know 
this because I am a health care professional who works with this population.  Parents 
frequently bring their young children to visit parks and these children are also at greater 
risk for contracting a disease from pet waste as they tend to crawl and roll around on the 
ground.  It’s important to note that direct skin contact with dog feces is not required to 
contract many of these diseases.  A person who visits a park where off-leash activity 
occurred may inadvertently step in dog feces and then contaminate their home.  Dogs are 
also not required by the city to be vaccinated against these diseases, and for some 
diseases, vaccinations do not currently exist.  With all due respect, these are issues that 
should be of concern to the Department of Health, not how much park space is available 
for people to exercise their dogs. 
 
Owners who walk their dogs on leashes generally do so along park paths.  If they should 
fail to clean up after their pet, it is usually both noticeable and avoidable.  Those who 
allow their dogs off-leash let them roam anywhere.  Off-leash dogs should be confined to 
dog runs for this reason, because dog runs are fenced off and therefore contact with waste 
and risk of contracting disease would be greatly reduced for the general population. 
 
It is a shame that the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation has abandoned 
its duty to protect the health and safety of park users, and instead has chosen to cave into 



pressure from off-leash dog advocates, a minority of dog owners, who feel that exercising 
their personal property takes precedence over safeguarding the well-being of their fellow 
New Yorkers. 
 
Department of Health, please do not follow the Parks Department down this slippery 
slope.  The people of New York are counting on you to protect their health.  One easy 
way to do this is to keep the leash law on the books as written. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Christina Wilkinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From healthypets.com: 
 
Parasites: 
 
Toxocara: An infection caused by the parasitic roundworms found in the intestine of 
dogs. It is extremely prevalent in puppies because they acquire infections from their 
mothers, which transfer larvae prenatally or from their milk. Unless treatments are 
administered before 4 weeks of age, puppies will contaminate the environment, because 
female worms become fully mature and produce eggs when puppies are 3 weeks of age. 
The eggs can remain in most environments for months or even years. The two major 
forms of Toxocara are Occular larva Migrans (OLM) and Visceral larva migrans (VLM). 
OLM is an eye disease that can cause blindness. VLM is more rare, but can cause 
serious damage to the nervous system and organs. 
 
Roundworms: These worms are spaghetti-like worms found in infected cat and dog feces. 
In humans, they can cause fever, cough, loss of appetite, and congestion. Never touch 
feces with your bare hands. 
 
Hookworms: Hookworms are an intestinal parasite that attaches to the inside of the 
intestinal wall and literally drains the blood from the host animal. It is an extremely 
common parasite seen in the majority of all puppies that can cause diarrhea, vomiting, 
bloody stools, anemia and even death. They may penetrate the skin of human and cat and 
dog hosts. When people have contact with soil or sand contaminated by the feces of 
dogs and cats infected with hookworms, they can develop progressive linear 
eruptive lesions, a syndrome called cutaneous larva migrans, or creeping eruption. 
 
Although more than 100 zoonotic infections exist, the most common culprits are bite-
related, gastrointestinal, and skin-related diseases. 
 
Gastrointestinal Illnesses:  
 
Campylobacter: These infections result from the ingestion of contaminated food or water 
or from the exposure to feces of infected humans or animals, including household 
dogs...Common symptoms include diarrhea, abdominal pain, and fever. Puppies 
sometimes carry this bacteria in their stool. 
 
Giardia: This is one of the most common intestinal parasites found in people and usually 
causes diarrhea in people and animals. This disease can be transmitted to people from 
other people, or from wild or domesticated animal…The symptoms may last weeks, 
and infected people may be contagious for months. 
 
Leptospirosis: A bacteria in dog and cat urine that can cause flu-like symptoms or 
more serious illnesses. It is spread mainly through ingestion and through contamination 
of cuts and abrasions by the urine of infected animals and is usually not transmitted from 
person to person. Direct contact with animal urine is a risk. Indirect contact from water 
that has been contaminated with urine is also a risk. 



 
Cryptosporidium: This is a bacterial disease carried in the feces of cats, dogs, and 
horses. In humans, it can cause diarrhea, nausea, and vomiting. 
 
Salmonellosis: This bacteria, which is passed through animal feces, can cause 
diarrhea, fever, and vomiting. The organisms most likely to carry salmonella include 
poultry, livestock, reptiles, and pets. Although most frequently transmitted from 
contaminated food or water, occasional transmission occurs from infected people as well 
as from pets. 
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From: "kerry zarkin" <kerry_zarkin@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 10, 2006  9:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

In strong support of maintaining current off leash hours for dogs, please
consider the following: The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate
of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant
in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough
dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I am the owner of 2 dogs in Manhattan.  Owning dogs in the city is difficult
enough.  I can’t even imagine if laws were changed restricting the few times
dogs have a little bit of freedom.  Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Kerry Zarkin

-- 
No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.408 / Virus Database: 268.13.1/470 - Release Date: 10/10/2006
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From: "Rose Anne Warner" <rawarner@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 10, 2006 12:58 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

I strongly support amendments to Section 165 formally recognizing off-leash hours in New York City.  
Here's why.

As a 15 year resident of Park Slope and dog owner, I have found that Prospect Park, including the off 
leash dog hours, is the most important quality of life factors in living (and voting) here.  I find that the 
off-leash hours provide both physical and mental benefits for me and my West Highland Terrier.  My 
Westie, Fiona, is much more than a dog, or even a pet.  Fiona is my companion, and we enjoy each other 
and especially the Park.  Getting away from the busy city streets, and especially watching her enjoy 
running, playing, and just enjoying the outdoors, puts us both in a more healthy frame of mind.  The 
exercise we both get helps too!

Dog owners, in my experience, are the most diligent in monitoring the activities of their pets.  Respecting 
the leash laws, picking up and disposing of waste, and keeping dogs from bothering others, especially 
children and the elderly, are each activities pet owners diligently warn others about.  As a pet owner, I 
pick up after my dog because it is the law, and most important, because I am offended by dog waste on 
city sidewalks and in public areas. For me, picking up after my dog anywhere is both a health issue and a 
quality of life factor.  Even if I don't have a baggie or can't find one, I go back as soon as possible to pick 
up after my dog. In my experience, dog owners are responsible people who diligently "police their own."  

The off-leash hours are significant in fostering my sense of belonging to a caring community. I developed 
important friendships among the dog community, and so has my pet.  During my chemotherapy 
treatment, many of my off-leash hours friends helped me get through some very tough physical ailments.  
One of my dog community friends rode to the hospital with me for emergency treatment, several of them 
would walk  Fiona when I was too weak to do so, and others accompanied me on the walk home just to 
make sure that I was safe.  Without the off-leash hours community, I would have been alone.  This 
community is strong and promotes my sense of belonging to a significant community that cares about 
individuals.  Needless to say, I am honored whenever I get a chance to "return a favor" for someone else. 

In addition to off-leash hours, I also use the park for cycling, walking, and just "chilling out."  Because 
there are so many people and dogs in the park I feel physically safe--an important consideration for an 
older woman using the park alone.  

I strongly urge you to use your legislative abilities to support amendments to Section 165 and 
permanently allow off-leash hours in New York City.
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From: Kathleen L McAchran <kmcachran@jonesday.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 10, 2006 11:20 AM
Subject: Proposed amendment regarding off-leash dogs

I write in support of the proposed amendment codifying the DOPR's 
authority to adopt "Courtesy Hours" permitting dogs to be off-leash in 
Central Park during  the hours of 9pm to 9am. 
Kathleen L. McAchran
Jones Day
222 East 41st Street
New York, New York 10017-6702
Tel.: 212-326-3435
Fax: 212-755-7306

==========
This e-mail (including any attachments) may contain information that is 
private, confidential, or protected by attorney-client or other privilege. 
 If you received this e-mail in error, please delete it from your system 
without copying it and notify sender by reply e-mail, so that our records 
can be corrected.
==========
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From: Len 37 Siegfried <siegfried@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  6:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: "Seltzer, Debra" <debra.seltzer@credit-suisse.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  6:13 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Hello --

I am a 20-year resident of Park Slope and have always enjoyed and cherished exercising my dogs in 
Prospect Park in the morning during off-leash hours.  It is an enriching experience in many ways and the 
best part of my day.  I have made many good friends during Off Leash hours over the years.  My dogs 
are very active, rescue dogs and it is essential for their well-being and my sanity to get this activity.  I 
recognize that it is a privilege and treat it as such.  Neither I nor my many friends venture out of the 
designated areas, we always pick up after our dogs, and hook up leashes at 9am.  In the many years I 
have been going to the Park, I have not seen any negative encounters with dogs and pedestrians, 
joggers or bike-riders.  I'm sure these are rare events.

I have witnessed many children's first exposures to dogs and have always found it to be positive.  I have 
three small dogs, under 20 pounds, that love to chase balls and frisbees.  I have sometimes invited 
toddlers (with parents' permission of course) that could barely throw anything to participate with my dogs 
and their toys and all parties have had delightful experiences.  I have been a dog trainer for many years 
and have also been able to give tips on positive training techniques to many new dog owners.  Many 
dogs that have been lost have been reunited through the networking of this tightly knit community.  Strays 
have also found homes when they have been brought to the Park.

Without access to exercise, I'm sure there would be many bored dogs getting into trouble with barking 
and destructive activities.  Quite possibly, there might be more dog to dog aggression and even dog to 
people aggression without the ability of dogs to socialize at liberty and get the exercise they need.  I fear 
there would be many more dogs turned over to shelters and eventually put down if the off leash hours are 
taken away.  I do believe the Park is a safer place for joggers, pedestrians and cyclists because of the 
presence of the great many dog-owners.  I believe the present scenario is working well and sincerely 
hope that it will continue.

Debra Jane Seltzer
Brooklyn, NY

==============================================================================
Please access the attached hyperlink for an important electronic communications disclaimer: 

http://www.credit-suisse.com/legal/en/disclaimer_email_ib.html
==============================================================================
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From: "Metviner, Kenneth [PVTC]" <kenneth.metviner@smithbarney.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  4:36 PM
Subject: Hearing to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

I respectfully support any provision allowing domesticated dogs to run
without leashes in Central Park during the traditionally designated
times of 9 p.m. to 9 a.m.

The following points relate solely to health issues:

1. Sanitation: There should be strict enforcement of pick-up
rules, with significant penalties for offenders. On leash or off leash.

2. Disease: Responsible dog owners don't bring sick dogs to the
park. On leash or off leash.

3. Dog bites: They happen, albeit very infrequently. On leash or
off leash.

4. Mental health: We each benefit from being free from
restraint, master and dog alike.

When is a leash warranted? I believe dogs should be leashed in crowded
or unsafe conditions, when tight control is needed by both dog and
master. Such conditions would apply to city streets; building lobbies,
hallways, elevators and staircases; retail stores and restaurants, and
parks during peak hours.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Kenneth Metviner
123 East 37th Street
New York, NY 10016

Kenneth Metviner 
Kenneth Metviner 
Sr. Vice President-Wealth Management 
Sr. Portfolio Manager 
Smith Barney* 
Paramus Branch (641) 
201-967-6220 
Fax 201-262-3761 
(c) 2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc.  Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a
division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its
affiliates and is used and registered throughout the world. CITIGROUP
and the Umbrella Device are trademarks and service marks of Citicorp or
its affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world.
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From: "Theo Newman" <theo@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  3:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I was in Riverside Park at about 9:30pm one recent night when a young,
scared guy ran up to me. He said he was almost mugged and that when he saw
me with my dogs he immediately sought us out for protection. We all walked
out of the park together. I wouldn't have been there in the first place if
my dogs couldn't have been off leash.



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: "Sodomick, Karen" <karen.sodomick@teachforamerica.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  1:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Karen Sodomick and I am wholeheartedly in support of saving the NYC Parks policy allowing 
off-leash hours from 9pm to closing, and again when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support the 
initiative to amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the following reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great compromise for NYC resident dog owners and non 
dog-owners who share the parks.  For years, my dog, Miles and I have been enjoying this time to 
socialize with friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible NYC dog owners and their 
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer using the parks 
during these "off" hours due to the congregation of people and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since this policy promotes daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
dogs licensing and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious off leash hours and amend sections 161.05 of 
the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 

Karen Sodomick
Director of Marketing and Events
Teach For America * New York
315 West 36th Street, 7th Floor
New York, NY  10018
(Tel) 212.279.2666 ext.454
(Fax) 212.279.2663
 
Join our movement to ensure that one day, all children in this nation will have the opportunity to attain an 
excellent education.
 <http://www.teachforamerica.org/> http://www.teachforamerica.org
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From: Maura Hersom <maurahersom@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  1:19 PM
Subject: Proposal to Amend Article 161 of the NYC Health Code 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I am writing to express my extreme displeasure with
the amendment to revoke the off-leash laws for dogs. 
I recently moved back to the City as part of my
separation and divorce; my dogs are crucial to my
well-being here in the City (and thus my ability to
contribute to the City through taxes on my earnings),
and off-leash exercise is crucial to theirs.  

I do strongly believe that all dogs residing in NYC
should be licensed, vaccinated against rabies, and
should have proof of both at all times.  I also
believe that it is appropriate to restrict certain
areas of public parks from off-leash dogs.  During the
week I typically take my dogs to Riverside Park South,
where it is clearly designated that dogs are not
allowed off-leash, and I respect this at all hours. 
However, on the weekends I take my dogs to Central
Park so that they may enjoy off-leash time before 9am,
again only in appropriate areas.  I do not, for
example, allow them to be off-leash on bridle paths.  

While I understand that the Department of Public
Health must be concerned with the transmission of
diseases such as rabies from animals to humans, I am
not aware of any evidence that shows that the limited
number of dog bites that occur in the city each year
are a result of off-leash as opposed to on-leash dogs.
 It seems to me that if the Department were concerned
about dogs biting humans, and thus potentially
spreading diseases, the Department might not allow
un-neutered male and un-spayed female dogs in the city
at all, as opposed to merely charging $3 more for
licensing these animals.  I know from my own
experience that it is unneutered male dogs that are
more likely to bite than others, and they should not
be allowed in the city for the safety of all residents
and other pets. 

Sincerely, 
Maura E Hersom 

Maura Hersom
917-596-8380
maurahersom@yahoo.com

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: "liz constable" <lizconstable@twcny.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006 11:11 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in SUPPORT of the NY City off leash dog policy. I urge you to please AMEND the city health 
code Section 161.05 in order to allow dogs in NY city to continue to enjoy offleash recreation in city parks.

I have followed this issue for several years and believe this is a sound and safe practice that should be 
allowed for the following reasons:

1. Off leash dog areas are NOT just for dogs; they are also for people who NEED this type of recreational 
outlet for themselves WITH their pets; especially in the confines of an urban area. This is actually a 
psychological asset to the citizens of your city and state.

 2. Dogs who socialize off leash are better pets and members of society in general

3.  There is evidence that having off leash dogs in areas within large cities tends to deter crime!!! In fact, 
several cities have offered vacant land to off leash dog groups FOR the purpose of establinghing dog 
parks in  "blighted "
neighborhoods, and it HAS cut down on crime. 

4. Pet owners who use off leash dog parks tend to be more conscious about cleaning up after their pets 
than the average citizen.....FACT: Dog Parks ARE actually cleaner than the streets!

5. Dog ownership in the City of New York in very high and these dogs NEED a safe place to exercise off 
leash. Their owners also need a place to meet and socialize. 

- Limiting the hours of park use by off leash dogs would allow for others to access the parks as well. 
Shared use would be one solution to straight out banning the practice.

By confining city dogs to life inside a tiny apartment without adequate opportunity for exercise and 
socialization will only give us more stories to read about on ANIMAL COPS! (it's bad enough seeing the 
stories about NY City ASPCA rescues now).

Thank you for you attention to this matter.

Liz Constable



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: "Regan Wood" <reganwood@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006 10:55 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing to comment on the upcoming hearing on a possible amendment to the current law regarding 
dogs being off-leash.  As a passionate dog owner and responsible park user--both with my dog and 
without--I feel very strongly that an amendment to safe guard the off leash dogs would benefit dogs, dog 
owners and concerned citizens for many reasons.  

Firstly, physical activity and socialization are essential to the raising of physically and mentally healthy 
dogs, who in turn are happier, gentler and safer animals.  Secondly, the sense of community fostered by 
this activity is undeniable.  I have made many friends, learned more about my city and enjoyed its' 
benefits more than I would had I not been able to meet my fellow dog owners in the park each morning.  
Lastly, dog ownership has been proven to reduce stress, decrease blood pressure and increase 
likelihood of surviving a heart attack.  Although there are more, these are a few good reasons why 
dog-friendly laws would actually contribute to the overall health of New York City's residents and not the 
other way around.  Thank you for your time and care with this matter as it is of great importance to a 
great many of this city's active citizens.

Regan Wood 
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From: Douglas McDougall <douglas@outerboro.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006 10:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Re Section 161.05 of the Health Code:

The rules about dogs being allowed off-leash in the larger parks at 
certain times should be formalized so that this can legitimately 
happen on a proper and regular basis, from now on. Permitting dogs to 
go off-leash would be a very good policy for New York, because it 
socializes the dogs and contributes to their general mental health. 
This is very important in a city where so many animals and people 
live together - something that can't be achieved in any other way.

Yours faithfully,

Douglas McDougall
-- 
Douglas McDougall
Tel:   1.718.857.5931
142 Fifth Avenue, 3R
Brooklyn, New York 11217 USA
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From: "Tobi Stern" <tstern@therubingroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006 10:18 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

It is also one of the most enjoyable times I have to spend with my dog. We
love getting together with our friends for play dates and just playing
fetch. It would be a severe loss of quality of life for both our pets and
ourselves. 

Thank you

Tobi Stern
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From: "Ellie Adiel" <eadiel@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  9:49 AM
Subject: Safety, health, and dogs off leash

Current policy, while very helpful to those of us who can take dogs to the
park between 9:00 PM and 9:00AM, is very elitest.  Those who cannot get to
the park during those hours -   the elderly whose sole companion is their
dog,  the employed who have to be at work by 9:00 AM and don't live near
enough to a park to get there during these limited hours, parents who have
to get their children off to school in the morning and care for them in the
evening -  are all denied the right to adequately exercise their dogs under
the current policy.

 Formal dog runs are not needed, but fenced in areas where dog owners can
exercise their dogs  at ANY time of the day would solve EVERYONE's problem,
protecting both the dogs and the pedestrians who fear them.   Central Park
has numerous light-weight fences set up to protect grass seed.  Why not
allocate one such area every ten blocks to protect dogs and people?

1.  It would cost nothing since the fences are already there.
2.   People who don't have the 9 to 9 luxury would be able to come.  The
elderly in particular could safely watch their dogs in the company of others
in the same situation.
3. Citizens who  fear animals need not encounter them running loose at any
hour of the day or night.

It's a cost-free, democratic solution to everyone's needs.

Eleanor Adiel
124 West 60 Street  #51B
New York  NY  10023
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From: "Barbara Fiscarel" <fisc99@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 9, 2006  8:18 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Good Morning,

We support the continuation of off leash hours in the City parks.

This time allows us to bond and exercise which is in important part of every man and dogs' life.  We have 
fun playing with other dogs in Prospect Park and hope they law will be changed to allow permanent off 
leash hours we treasure.

Thank you and woof,

Barbara Fiscarel and Daisy
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From: Libby Baker <lbaker@teachingmatters.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 8, 2006  1:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear  Board of Health'

Please preserve and formalize the current off-leash hours observed in NYC
parks.  Off-leash hours are a fair compromise between the numerous dog
owners who frequent the parks and the non-dog owners who use the park as
well.  I value my time in the park to properly exercise my dog. Like most
dog owners I observe, work hard to clean up after my dog and respect the
rights of all park users.

Please do not let the complaints of a few dog-haters or  the
irresponsibility of a few dog owners lead to legislation that will punish
countless responsible dog owners and their well-behaved dogs.

Thank you,

Libby Baker
171 Clermont Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11205
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 8, 2006  1:51 PM
Subject: Don't Amend Section 161.05

I suffered a separated shoulder in an accident caused by a dog running in
front of my bike. I will have adverse effects from the accident for the rest
of my life, so that the subject is hardly trivial.

I've sued the person walking the dog, as well as the owner under the leash
law. That law is Section 161.05(a) of the NYC Rules and Regulations, and
provides:

"(a) A person who owns, possesses or controls a dog shall not permit it to
be in any public place or in any open or unfenced area abutting on a public
place unless the dog is effectively restrained by a leash or chain not more
than six feet long."

It's my contention that both have liability under the leash law.

Richard Pu

from: http://www.nycc.org/mb/thread.aspx?b=1&t=7482&tp=1&c=(103)#msg33146
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From: "Greer Underwood" <greerunderwood@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 8, 2006 11:58 AM
Subject: Proposal To amend Article 161.05

We support the proposed amedment of article 161.05 to provide explicit
authorization for the DOPR "off the leash policy"

in areas and facilities within DOPR's juristiction. Space for dogs to
exercise is simply not readily available in New York City.

Adoption of this amendment will greatly enhance the quality of life for NYC
dog owners.  By codifying the DOPR initiated

policy of Courtesy Hours to accommodate dog owners in certain areas of some
parks that do not have dog runs, allowing

them to exercise their dogs off leash during the hours of 9 p.m. and 9 a.m.
you will permit the formalization of a practice that is

of great benefit to the many dogs and their owners that currently take
advantage of it.  Generally dog owners are sensative to

other park users and the current off the leash practice is working quite
well.  We have two great dogs that love Central Park and

adopting this amendment will make them very happy.

Edward and Greer Underwood

25 Central Park West Apt 5-P

New York, NY 10023
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From: "Robin Freund-Epstein" <freund@mindspring.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 8, 2006 10:40 AM
Subject: dogs off leash rule

Att: Rena Bryant, 

 

I am writing to urge you to maintain the present rule of dogs off leash
between 9PM and 9AM. 

I, as a dog owner, visit Central Park four times a week. I have never
witnessed any circumstance in which the safety of anyone, adult or child,
was jeopardized. New Yorkers are especially conscientious dog owners. Our
dogs live in apartment buildings and interact on a regular basis with a
large human population. It is so important for animals who live in
apartments to have this liberty and I think it is something that is very
special in New York City. Perhaps you should take a walk in Central Park on
a Sunday morning to witness this for yourself. It is very pleasant to see
animals enjoying themselves and it further enhances the character of New
York, a city that should be more cosmopolitan than many in its suburban
radius whose administrations trouble themselves with dogs flattening a blade
of grass.

 Please vote to allow this 9-9 rule to stay in place and thank you so much
for your attention,

 

Robin Freund-Epstein

150 West End Ave. 30C

New York, NY 10023
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From: "Coren Moore" <coren@corenmoore.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 7, 2006  9:00 PM
Subject: Article 161 - please let the dogs stay!

We have been taking our dog to the park in the mornings before 9 off-leash
for several years, we love it and so does the dog - it's a very important
aspect of life in NYC and brings joy to many people.  PLEASE LET US CONTINUE
TO ENJOY THE PARKS!!  We appreciate it immensely.  

Sincerely,
Coren Moore

Coren Moore
124 West 60th St. #11E
New York, NY 10018
212-731-2017
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From: "info@junipercivic.com" <info@junipercivic.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 7, 2006  8:05 PM
Subject: DON'T AMEND THE HEALTH CODE 161!!!! VOTE NO

Dear Health Dept:

My ankle was broken by an off the leash dog in Riverside Park about ten
years ago. Two dogs were chasing one another and crossed the runner's path
where I was jogging. One hit my ankle as I ran. The force with which the
dog's body hit my ankle broke both bones. I needed surgery to insert a pin
and a plate to reattach the bones. I wrote to then Commissioner Henry Stern
to express my anger, and he wrote back to explain that there was an
unwritten rule that dogs could be off the leash. It was wrong as an
unwritten practice and it will be even worse when it becomes an actual
regulation.

Minna Elias
Manhattan
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 7, 2006  7:46 PM
Subject: Don't Amend Health Code 161.05!

Dear Health Department:

Dogs can attack anyone or anything that moves at anytime. It very dangerous
to allow them off-leash in parks.

Dorothy Hayes
Manhattan
212-228-4417
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From: "info@junipercivic.com" <info@junipercivic.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 7, 2006  7:42 PM
Subject: DON'T AMEND THE HEALTH CODE 161!!!! VOTE NO

DEAR DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

NYC has a lot of dog bites. Kids have been mauled. It's not right I should
be intimidated when I go to a park. Humans should be able to enjoy the parks
without harassment. How's that roaming RottweilLer doing? The Dept of Health
should work on reducing dog bites (and poop on the street).

Joe Fuge     
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 7, 2006  7:38 PM
Subject: DON'T Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code!

I wasn't aware that being the Parks Commissioner allowed you to change the
law. What a terrific perk. Now it's the leash law, what law will be next?
Perhaps next, Commissioner Benepe can look the other way and allow drug
dealers certain hours that they too can use the parks to suit their needs.
Commissioner Benepe -- a good leader upholds the law. Shame on you for being
coerced into breaking the law at the expense of others.

DENISE COCHRAN     
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From: "meredythe" <meredythe@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006  6:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  health code

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Meredythe Bookstein and I am wholeheartedly in support of saving the
NYC Parks policy allowing off-leash hours from 9pm to closing, and again
when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support the initiative to
amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the following reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great compromise for NYC
resident dog owners and non dog-owners who share the parks.  For years, my
dog, Sami, and I have been enjoying this time to socialize
with friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible NYC dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer using the parks during
these "off" hours due to the congregation of people and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since this policy promotes
daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote dogs licensing
and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious off leash hours and
amend sections 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 

Meredythe Bookstein



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  health code Page 1

From: "Meredyth Capasso" <mcapasso1@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006  6:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  health code

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Meredyth Capasso and I am wholeheartedly in support of saving the
NYC Parks policy allowing off-leash hours from 9pm to closing, and again
when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support the initiative to
amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the following reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great compromise for NYC
resident dog owners and non dog-owners who share the parks.  For years, my
dog, Luca, and I have been enjoying this time to socialize
with friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible NYC dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer using the parks during
these "off" hours due to the congregation of people and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since this policy promotes
daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote dogs licensing
and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious off leash hours and
amend sections 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 

Meredythe Capasso
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From: "Victoria Szymczak" <victoria.szymczak@brooklaw.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006  4:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have lived in Brooklyn my entire life.  I am 45 years old.  When I was a
teenager and young woman, it was nearly impossible to walk in the parks at
all, with or without my dog.  They were being used as outdoor offices for
drug dealers and perverts as well as a hunting ground for thieves.  I know a
lot went into improving the parks in NYC, and one of the biggest
contributions were made by owners walking their off-leash dogs in the parks
early in the morning and late at night.  It makes it safer for everyone.  I
know.  I am an eye-witness.

NYC has a lot of people.  One thing I've learned in NY is that you must be
tolerant and you must understand about sharing.  I think the people in
Queens who started the off-leash suit do not know the sharing thing.  Off
leash hours are during 9 pm to 9 am.  We are in the parks with our dogs
during hours that would normally be left to the drug dealers and perverts
who I used to see as a young woman. This understanding between the public
and the park officials has been working quite effectively for a couple of
decades now.  Instead of things getting worse, they are getting better and
there is a mutual benefit.  Surely this is more desirable than the
alternative.

If you take away an avenue of exercise for our pets, many of them will end
up in the care of NYC.  Can NYC absorb the cost and PR associated with
caring for pets that cannot stay with an owner who cannot walk them
off-leash.  There are so many elderly people that cannot adequately walk
their dog on a leash.  Do you want to be responsible for that as well?  

My thoughts about using the parks are just as important as these people in
Queens.  And I am not sure why this civic group in another borough feels
that they represent all neighborhoods or all the public.  Dog owners pay
their taxes and are probably more responsible than most people about their
civic duties.  We are certainly more hygienic than many others who use the
park and do not pick up after themselves.  Have you ever gone to Prospect
Park on a summer Monday morning?  The garbage people leave behind is
disgusting.  Perhaps you should also ban picnics?  Or how about bike riding?
Bike riders scare ME.  I was knocked down by a speeding racer in the park.

The point is that this must be shared space and there are some things that
scare some people some of the time, but my voice is just as important as any
other tax payer and the way I want to use my park space is just as important
as, say, extreme skateboarding.  Why did we spend millions of dollars
building extreme play areas for a very small segment of the population?  It
the scheme of things, it seems very unfair to pick on dog owners who want to
lawfully exercise and interact with their dogs and each other.  Free
assembly!

Respectfully,

Vicki Szymczak
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From: Lizzie Assa <lizzieassa@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006  3:44 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Lizzie Assa  and I am wholeheartedly in
support of saving 
the
NYC Parks policy allowing off-leash hours from 9pm to
closing, and 
again
when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support
the initiative to
amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the
following reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great
compromise for NYC
resident dog owners and non dog-owners who share the
parks.  For years, 
my
dog, Dunkin, and I have been enjoying this time to 
socialize
with friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds
of thousands of
responsible NYC dog owners and their dogs to the parks
on a daily 
basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer
using the parks 
during
these "off" hours due to the congregation of people
and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since
this policy 
promotes
daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and
encourages people 
to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC
each year.
Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments
promote dogs 
licensing
and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious
off leash hours 
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and
amend sections 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 
Lizzie Assa 

 

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



Resolution Comments - TO AMEND ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH 
CODE 

  
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
I am writing to you to protest against a law enforcing dogs on leashes at all times.  I am a resident of 
New York City for 19 years.  I am a owner of a 6 year old apricot Standard Poodle.  Since my 
dog, Luc, has been 12 weeks old, I have brought him to the  Central Park almost every day of his life.  
He is a friendly, calm and well socialized.  He has enjoyed Central Park for his exercize which keeps 
him happy and all the other dogs he encounters daily.  I would be lost if I did not have Central Park to 
go to.  Please consider all the wonderful dogs who love be unleased until 9:00am in the Park. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Joan DeMarco 
215 East 68th Street, 4Q 
New York, NY  10021 
  
908-482-6777 

From:    "Joan DeMarco" <joan_demarco@hotmail.com>
To:    <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date:    10/6/2006 2:43 PM
Subject:   TO AMEND ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE

Page 1 of 1
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From: <KnickyNY@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006 12:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off lease Policy

The off leash before 9am has successfully worked for over 20 years, not to 
mention early runners in the park can feel safety in numbers with all the dog 
owners and dogs in the Park.  How inhumane it is to consider abolishing this law.
Mercedes E. Santana
445 East 80th Street
New York, NY 10021
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From: Amy Casey <amycasey@amycasey.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off- 
leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available  
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who  
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again  
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Amy Casey
funny sexy quirky cute
THE comedic actress!

www.amycasey.com
www.myspace.com/goldiblondelle
New York:  917.915.1899
Los Angeles:  213.341.0711
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From: Pat Pryor <plp3@cornell.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006  8:54 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am writing in support of the proposed amendments to the Board of Health code regarding off-leash 
dogs.  As demonstrated by the historically low incidence of dog-related problems in recent years, the 
ability to exercise our dogs off-leash in public space is good for not only ourselves as we walk and 
socialize every day, but also for the healthy socialization of our dogs.  Dogs that are exposed regularly to 
other dogs and people in a social space are much less apt to develop aggressive behaviors.  The 
compromise of designated time for off-leash exercise will further help to alleviate any potential incidents 
with non-dog owners and provides for a fair sharing of a public resource that is supported by all through 
our payment of taxes.  Dog owners deserve to have space for their chosen form of recreation.  The 
proposed amendment(s) should be supported.  Thank you.  Pat Pryor
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From: Jonathan Bernstein <loosegoose4@usadatanet.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 6, 2006 12:23 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

At a time when random acts of violence against children occur in the 
nation's schools, the sight of dozens of city residents merely 
allowing their canine charges to play safely in a big field should be 
nothing but easy on the eyes - not a source of anxiety.

I'd like to add that as NYC residents are welcome to bring their dogs 
to play here in the Finger Lakes part of the state, so too I 
appreciate allowing my dog Alex, a husky shep cross of 14 years to 
run and play freely when we're working in Brooklyn.

thanks,
Jonathan Bernstein, US Army Veteran and local Firefighter, and Alex, 
Cornell Companion Animals and Therapy Dog.
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From: Ari Kissiloff <ari@14850.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006 10:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I just visited NYC with my wife and twin boys this weekend. I grew up 
in manhattan, and was gratified to see the variety of off leash 
opportunities for dogs. It humanizes the city, and is an obvious 
source of joy for the owners and passers-by in a city which is all 
too often mired in it's own problems. Please keep the joy alive!

    --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful 
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; 
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed 
and vaccinated.
-- 
Ari Kissiloff
Public Communications, Inc.
http://www.14850.com/
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From: <Czerny777@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  8:13 PM
Subject: support for amendments to section 165

Why is off-leash hours in our city parks being made an issue after 20 
successful years?  The benefits for our parks have been enumerated time and time 
again for both people with and without dogs of their own and all well-behaved 
dogs.  

I have 3 well-trained, socialized, friendly pitbull-mix rescues.  We frequent 
Prospect Park where we met our human and canine friends for a respite from 
our stressful lives.   Monthly, there's a Coffee Bar(k) which welcomes everyone, 
and our dogs prance around amongst us while we socialize.  Annually, there' s 
 a Pupnic where everyone contributes food and there's activities for the 
dogs.  Summertime, there's a pond where the dogs splash and swim while we look on. 
 

Why would anyone want to destroy the enviable community spirit in this 
peaceable kingdom?  Leashes not only tether the dogs and alienate them from each 
other, they prevent people from associating freely.  For Robert Holden of Juniper 
Park to cite isolated incidents of mishaps out of context is nothing but a 
nasty con job tapping into irrational fears, and for a small group of 
noisemakers in Queens to attempt to dictate to all New Yorkers is nothing short of 
facism. 

Submitted by:

Czerny Auyang
1507-8th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: "Matthew Parker" <mparker@cardlinxcorp.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  8:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Members of the Board of Health:

The 20-Year old policy of Offleash Hours in certain areas of certain parks and at limited hours has been a 
success by most standards. Parks are safer and that safety has in partly been credited to the presence 
early in the morning and in the evening until parks close of dog owners. 

Additionally, dog bites in NYC are at a historic low. Dogs are better socialized and exercised than ever 
before due to the combination of dog parks and Offleash Areas and a recognition amount responsible 
dog owners that dogs need offleash time every day to become well adjusted and well behaved. The 
Offleash Policy is clearly good public health policy just from this perspective.

I also applaud the amendments for better enforcement of dog licensing and vaccination. Responsible dog 
owners will comply and be pleased to do so.

Keep the status quo working well by amending the Health Code so that the pending lawsuit that seeks to 
ban the successful Offleash Policy is rendered moot.

Thank you,

Matthew Parker
Brooklyn, NY
Dog owner and lifelong New York City Resident



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: "Tolino, Tobias" <Tobias.Tolino@inginvestment.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  5:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Tobias Tolino and I am wholeheartedly in support of saving
the NYC Parks policy allowing off-leash hours from 9pm to closing, and
again when the parks open until 9 am.  Therefore, I support the
initiative to amend sections 161.05 of the health code for the following
reasons:

1.        I believe the off-leash policy is a great compromise for NYC
resident dog owners and non dog-owners who share the parks.  For years,
my dog, Cosmo, and I have been enjoying this time to socialize with
friends, human and canine a like.   

2.        The off-leash hours' policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible NYC dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  I feel safer using the parks during
these "off" hours due to the congregation of people and dogs.

3.        I feel that my dog and I are healthier since this policy
promotes daily exercise. 

4.        It promotes responsible pet ownership and encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
Additionally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote dogs
licensing and proper vaccinations.

Please help NYC resident dog owners save our precious off leash hours
and amend sections 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you very much for your time.

Regards, 

Tobias Tolino

337 E 81st Apt 3C

New York, NY 10028 

 

 

This e-mail message including any attachments may be legally privileged and confidential under 
applicable law, 
and is meant only for the intended recipient(s).  If you received this message in error, please reply to the 
sender, 
adding "SENT IN ERROR" to the subject line, then delete this message. 
Thank you.
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From: "Mollie Goldstein" <molliegoldstein@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  3:37 PM
Subject: off-leash hours

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the proposal that would
write the Parks' Department 9pm-9am off-leash policy into law.  My dog and I
depend on this time.  She gets to run, play, and socialize, and I know (by
pain of experience) that she is a sweeter, calmer, and markedly
better-behaved dog when she can benefit from this off-leash time.

Off-lesh hours are a very special part of living in New York City, and they
bring just as many benefits to humans as they do to dogs.  The presence of
dog owners makes our parks safer; the work of our organizations make the
then cleaner and friendlier; and the sense of community and friendship that
is bourne out of the relationships forged in the dog park makes New York a
better place to live.

Yours sincerely,
Mollie Goldstein
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From: "Edward Kampermann" <eobdurate@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@Health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 5, 2006  3:13 PM
Subject: Amendment to Article 161 of NYC Health Code

Dear Ms Rena Bryant,

I am submitting my request to be registered as a speaker regarding a proposed amendment of Article 161 
of the New York City Health Code.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward Kampermann
58-21 83rd Street
Middle Village, NY 11379-5410 



Resolution Comments - Off Leash Law Page 1

From: <maurskel@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  6:07 AM
Subject: Off Leash Law

 The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours !
 (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.
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From: Misa Martin <misa@misamartin.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006 11:29 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I am a resident of Brooklyn and am writing to tell you how much the 
off-leash hours that we have in Prospect Park mean to me and my dogs. I 
can't imagine living anywhere else - the community of dog owners who 
use Prospect Park are a huge part of my life in Brooklyn. In addition 
to making Prospect Park a safe place to walk in, we also go out of our 
way to clean up after ourselves and others who use the park. I know 
many dog people who bring extra bags with them to clean up the trash 
left behind by picnicers.
Thank you for your consideration in keeping the off-leash hours as they 
are.
Misa Martin
Brooklyn, NY

http://www.misamartin.com
______________________

Where are they now?
http://www.chimpcollaboratory.org/noreelapes/now.htm

http://www.janegoodall.org
http://www.savethechimps.org
http://www.burmaproject.org

Laws alone can not secure freedom of expression; in order that every 
man present his views without penalty there must be spirit of tolerance 
in the entire population.  Albert Einstein
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From: "Jack Stiefel" <stiefel11@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  4:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing to support the 20 year policy of NYC Health Dept and Parks, of
letting dogs off leash in Central park during certain hours in the morning
and the evening.   NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs and more importantly keeps the parks safer
during the specified hours since people are present and vigilant in
reporting incidents and other safety or health hazards. The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year negating another
health hazard.  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,
the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks and the off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks.  It's only for
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations.  The proposed Board of Health
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jack Stiefel
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From: <EMannes@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  4:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am writing to strongly urge you not to eliminate off-leash hours in the 
parks. I have lived in New York City all my life. I truly believe that such a 
move would be very damaging to the sense of community that makes life tolerable 
and enjoyable in the city.
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy. The city is now enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offlesh hours policy. It fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs. There are certainly not enough dog runs to make up for the 
availability of the park. Also, confining large packs of dogs in dog runs leads to more 
aggressive and bullying behavior. IT is far safer to let the dogs have more 
areas to run.

Furthermore, dog owners in NYC Parks contribute to keeping the parks safer 
since they are in the park in the early morning and evening hours. 

The off-leash policy is already  great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks.  It's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations. The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I would definitely make plans to move out of NEw YOrk City -- as would many 
loving and responsible dog owners I know -- if the off-leash hours are 
abolished.

Sincerely,

Elena Mannes
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From: "gwbg@earthlink.net" <gwbg@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  1:57 PM
Subject: Off-leash

Please please please keep the off-leash hours in the parks. I will write a
letter detailing some of my 
reasons: there are so many, from the benefits to the dogs themselves, who
otherwise lead sad lives 
at the end of a rope, develop aggression to other dogs for not being
socialized, to the increased 
safety in the parks, to individual human health and well-being! Please keep
this a livable city.
--Bonnie Gray

--------------------------------------------------------------------
mail2web - Check your email from the web at
http://mail2web.com/ .
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From: jack@jacknayer.com
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  1:00 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern;
We strongly support the amendments. The off leash policy has been a
wonderful improvement in our lives and our dogs' life. Without this our
excercise and health would greatly suffer. As senior citizens, playing
with our dog gives both my wife and I and our dog a chance to run and have
some fun.
As dog owners we have "reopened" the park for public use. Prospect Park
was a no man's land before the off leash policy was adopted. By our
presence the park is once again able to be enjoyed by everyone.
We have made lasting friendship because we have been able to meet people
with similar interests.
Again, WE SUPPORT THE AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 165.
Jack & Joan Nayer
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From: "Hollie Goldman" <hollie614@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 12:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash policy is vital to our city's dogs' mental and physical
health, while promoting a community of caring, responsible dog owners.  I
implore you to please maintain the policy to allow dogs to exercise off
leash during designated times and places in the city parks.

Without the proper socialization and excercise in a natural manner (i.e.,
outside of leashed walks and fenced in, crowded dog runs), dogs become more
aggressive.  This would likely lead to more dog related incidents and more
animals being surrendered to shelters as owners have no way to properly care
for their dogs.

I am a dog owner who has been taking her dog to Central Park for 2 years.  I
literally could not have my dog and take care of him properly without these
courtesy rules.  The dog community is tight knit, and make parks safer with
their continuous presence.  To do away with these rules would be to do away
with a big corner of NYC residential culture, in addition to negatively
affecting the city's dogs.

Thank you for your attention, and please allow us to raise healthy dogs in a
limited leash free environment.

Sincerely,
Hollie Goldman
555 E 78 St
New York NY 10021
212-988-3353
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From: Warren Castellani <wcastellani@imresourcing.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 12:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: Karen Spinney <spinney.k@usa.maxmara.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 12:03 PM
Subject: Please officially preserve the Off-Leash law

Dear Heath Department Commissioner,

I support the approval of an official regulation for Off-Leash time in our City Parks, between 9pm and 
9am. Twenty years of this practice is enough of a trial period to show how beneficial it is for both dogs 
and park goers, with statistics clearly showing significant and continugni decreasing in bte incidents.

Tired, socialzed dogs are happy dogs, and that makes for a better city.

thank you!
Karen
-- 
Karen Spinney
Graphic Design and Print Production Manager

Max Mara USA
530 Seventh Ave., Floor 21
New York, NY 10018
p: 212.536.6250
f: 212.879.1441
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From: <Rvtreanor@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 11:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven  and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the off leash hours policy, since it  fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks 
safer, since they are present and vigilant  in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Regards,
Robert Treanor
21 East 92nd st
NYC, NY 10128
917.769.9717

CC: <Rvtreanor@aol.com>
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From: "Paula Gallo-Kcira" <pgk@pwlawyers.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 10:03 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: Khoi Vinh <khoiv@subtraction.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  9:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant:

I'm writing to you to voice my support for the proposed Amendements  
to Section 165 regarding off-leash hours for dogs in the city’s parks.

I've been a dog owner for five years and I strongly believe that the  
off-leash hours are a significant benefit to the community. They  
allow owners and dogs to enjoy much needed outdoor exercise in a city  
where it can be difficult to be found.

Furthermore, I believe that this 20-year old off-leash hours policy  
makes for sound public policy, too. It encourages owners to be  
responsible, and provides a safe time window in which it's clearly  
understood that dogs may enjoy a brief amount of freedom. I feel that  
banning these off-leash hours would be a terrible mistake.

Please consider supporting the amendment.

Sincerely,
Khoi Vinh
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From: "Tobi Stern" <tstern@therubingroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  9:20 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: "Mayer, Thomas Moers" <TMayer@KRAMERLEVIN.com>
To: <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, <clarke@council.nyc.us>, 
<resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  1:31 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Mr. DeBlasio, Ms. Clarke and members of the City Council:
 
I live at 825 Carroll Street in Park Slope, Brooklyn.
 
I write in support of Amendments to Section 165.  I walk my dog in Prospect Park every day, including 
off-leash during off-leash hours.  I urge you to pass the Amendments. 
 
The off-leash policy is good for the park and it is good for Brooklyn.  
 
The off-leash hours are early (before 9 a.m.) and late (after 5 p.m. in winter, after 9 p.m. in summer).  The 
dog walkers keep the parks safe during the night hours, when there are few other people in the park.  In 
the morning, the dog walkers leave immediately after off-leash hours are over.
 
Moreover, the off-leash policy is a good public health policy.  The dog walkers are responsible about 
cleaning up after their pets -- and if you want to check that statement, I suggest you check the trash cans 
at the entrance to the Long Meadow and that you compare the Long Meadow with city streets.  I find that 
city streets are more likely to have dog poop than the park.  
 
The off-leash policy is also important to the community life of Park Slope.  The off-leash hours provide 
thousands of people the opportunity to gather in the park, to meet and to become friends.
 
I urge you to visit Prospect Park on a good-weather Saturday or Sunday, around 8 a.m., and you will see 
how popular the off-leash hours are, and how many people use them.
 
Please do what you can to preserve this important feature of community life.
 
Tom 

Thomas Moers  Mayer
Partner
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
1177 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036
Tel: 212-715-9169
Fax: 212-715-8169
Email: TMayer@KRAMERLEVIN.com
http://www.kramerlevin.com

This communication (including any attachments) is intended solely for the recipient(s) named above and 
may contain information that is confidential, privileged or legally protected. Any unauthorized use or 
dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in 
error, please immediately notify the sender by return e-mail message and delete all copies of the original 
communication. Thank you for your cooperation.
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From: "info@junipercivic.com" <info@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006 11:46 PM
Subject: DON'T Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I was chased, knocked down and bitten by an off-leash dog in a city park.
How can you allow the public to be harmed this way?

JENNIFER GIBSON     
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From: "P. K. Nicolescu" <pknicolescu@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006 10:06 PM
Subject: in SUPPORT of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Ms. Bryant,
I'm writing to voice my support of allowing owners to
let their dogs off the leash at designated times and
places in the parks of Brooklyn -and all of NYC. The
safety of people, and of dogs, is an issue of
educating people about how to behave around dogs, and
of responsible dog ownership, of course. If a human,
adult or child, does not know how to behave around a
dog, and if a dog owner does not know how to train
their dog, a leashed dog will not pose a lesser danger
than an unleashed dog. Likewise, if a passerby behaves
foolishly around a dog (for example, allowing their
child to run up to a dog and scream in her face,
which, as a dog owner for 20+ years I have witnessed
countless times), he will most likely endanger HIMSELF
around any dog, regardless of whether the animal is
leashed or unleashed. 
Please use this opportunity to educate EVERYONE about
responsible behavior. Leashes, or the exemption of
certain breeds, for that matter, will NOT determine
how safe or unsafe we are. Educating ourselves and
behaving wisely will. 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Nicolescu

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: <palmt@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  7:48 PM
Subject: I SUPPORT OFF LEASH HOURS AT NYC PARKS

I SUPPORT OFF LEASH HOURS.  PLEASE DO NOT END THIS WONDERFUL NYC PARKS 
POLICY FOR DOG & DOG OWNERS.

THANK YOU,
M. SANZO
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From: "Susan Bender" <sm_bender@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  7:43 PM
Subject: NYC Health Board "Leash Law" 

To whom it may concern:

We SUPPORT the off leash hours for the the following hours:

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized 
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you,
Moe & Sue
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From: "Alan and Rosalie Friend" <a.friend@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  6:54 PM
Subject: Allow dogs off leash

Dogs should be allowed to run off leash from 9:00 at night until 9:00 AM in parts of New York City Parks.  
I take my dog to Prospect Park for an hour every day, rain or shine.  I have never seen a person bitten by 
a dog, although I did see a dog hit by a bicycle riding on a foot path.  I do see dog walkers pressuring one 
another to clean up, and to closely monitor their dogs.
At a time when inactivity leads to obesity, dog walking is good for the health.   There is much greater 
motivation to walk in beautiful parks.   Furthermore, long walks in the park become an occasion for 
socializing, a great gain in a city where anomie and loneliness can be problems.  Even people with 
serious problems can have a group to hang out with.  I have even seen one couple marry after meeting in 
the park.
Off leash dog walking is safe and is good for people's health.



Resolution Comments - Resolution 165:  Keep off-leash hours in Prospect Park! Page 1

From: "Marshall Tracht" <Marshall.E.Tracht@hofstra.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  6:53 PM
Subject: Resolution 165:  Keep off-leash hours in Prospect Park!

I am writing to urge that the city keep its policy of letting dogs run off-leash in Prospect Park.  I consider 
this a VERY important issue for the health and well-being not just of my dog, but of my family.  Taking our 
dog to the park every morning allows him to get the exercise he needs for his physical and emotional 
well-being.   More importantly, it does the same for me, my wife, and my daughter.  

Walking him on-leash would not be anywhere near the same thing * we cannot run him enough to give 
him real exercise, and without exercise, many dogs have or develop behavior problems.  

I don't mind the limited hours, and limited places,  but we moved to Park Slope specifically because we 
could have a dog here, which we didn't think would be possible in the city.  PLEASE do not take that 
away from us!

Sincerely yours, 

Marshall Tracht
32 St. John's Place
Brooklyn, NY  11217
(718) 857-7222
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  6:24 PM
Subject: DON'T Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

In this backwards city of ours, it's no surprise that dogs take priority
over people. I guess nobody walks, runs, bikes, strolls, or just sits in a
park between the hours 9pm and 9am any more. The dog advocates say off-leash
hours are good for dogs and dog owners. But what about the rest of us? I
don't have a problem with the dogs - it's the owners, who are all too often
heard saying, "Gee - he never did that before!"

Michael Chimenti, Bayside
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From: "info@junipercivic.com" <info@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  6:02 PM
Subject: DON'T Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I should have a right to walk through a park without being harassed by other
people's dogs.

Invariably, every time I walk through the Park I am bothered by an unleashed
dog. Owners should appreciate that other people may not actually like dogs
and certainly do not like having dogs approach them.

It is somewhat disingenuous to suggest that dogs spread love and happiness
wherever they go. Individuals have the right to walk through public parks
without being accosted by anyone including their pets. Owners should at the
very least call away their dogs when they approach others as a matter of
courtesy, not blithely assume everyone adores their pets.

A. Kendall
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  5:54 PM
Subject: DON'T Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

As a dog owner for the last 8 years, I am vehemently opposed to the informal
off leash policy as practiced today in Prospect Park and other New York City
parks without fenced dog runs. No one should have to give up their right to
traverse a public recreational green space without being harassed, charged,
sniffed, intimidated, or otherwise forced to interact with unleashed dogs.
These dog owners truly believe that I should embrace their unleashed dogs
with open arms as the price of entering a public park, or else, stay out of
the park during their informal off leash hours, which happen to include the
nicest times of day. This is simply wrong.

Today, I cannot take an exercise walk through Prospect Park, in the morning
or the evening, on my way to the subway to or home from work, without being
forced to interact with unleashed dogs. Many people find off leash dogs to
be frightening, for good reason. These parks were created to be urban
refuges for humans. They were not intended to be dog parks. My human need
for exercise and recreation ought to take priority over a dog's. I should be
able to take a walk for the betterment of my health without being stressed
by wariness at the presence of these uncontrolled dogs or the conflicts with
their arrogant owners.

People have forgotten that dogs are animals. Animals react on instinct.
Animals bite and kill other animals. People can be hurt protecting their own
animals from attacks. Leashed dogs can be harassed by off leash dogs. And
yes, animals can attack people without apparent provocation. It's time to
look beyond the cutesy-poo, emotionalistic doggies-run-free nonsense and
take a clear eyed, level headed look at the impact that the presence of
unleashed dogs has imposed on other people who use, or who would like to
use, New York City parks.

K.Edwin
BROOKLYN
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From: "info@junipercivic.com" <info@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  5:46 PM
Subject: Don't Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

It is inevitable that when off-leash dogs are introduced to a public area,
use of the space by people diminishes. Many people, with good reason, are
wary of dogs. Our local, state and national parks were developed for use by
people. Anything that precludes that use or enjoyment should be discouraged,
if not banned.

Mark Adamsbaum
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From: "letters@junipercivic.com" <letters@junipercivic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  5:44 PM
Subject: Don't Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Walkers, runners, bikers and other dogs are sometimes attacked by unleashed
dogs. Despite signs put up by Parks and Recreation reminding people that
dogs should be leashed, too many are let off the leash as soon as owner and
dog enter a park.

The fault is, of course, the owner's. And the only way this kind of thing
will stop is with proper enforcement of the City Health Code ordinance.

KENNETH KOWALD ?Richmond Hill, Queens
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From: "sregan1800@earthlink.net" <sregan1800@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  5:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The parks of NYC are among our greatest treasures, and have been described as "the lungs of the City". 
Just as they provide an opportunity for people to have open air and the healthful enjoyment of nature, the 
ability for us to share these experiences with our dogs is very important for  many of us whose cherished 
companions are our dogs. The ability to have off-leash times in the parks with our dogs adds to the 
physical and mental health of dog lovers and the community as a whole, and I urge you to pass the 
amendment that will assure that off-leash hours can continue.
Thank you for considering this issue, which is so important to so many of us.

sregan1800@earthlink.net
212.683.6214
cell: 347.223.3672
fax: 2212.683.1924
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From: Roberto Cavalieros <rcavalieros@nyee.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  4:04 PM
Subject: regarding proposed changes to article 161

Dear NYC Board of Health,

On November 1st, arguments regarding a resolution to make it legal to 
walk dogs off-leash in NYC parks will be heard.

As a physician, I strongly urge the Board to consider the implications 
of making it legal to have dogs off-leash. The attached articles are 
part of the extensive medical literature on dog bites and their human 
and economic cost.

Have you considered the consequences for the city when a child gets 
mauled or killed in a NYC park by a /legal /off-leash dog, not to 
mention the effects on the victim and family?

Respectfully,

Roberto D. Cavalieros, M.D.



The Ecology of Dog Bite Injury in St. Louis, Missouri

ALAN M. BECK, ScD, HONEY LORING, and RANDALL LOCKWOOD A

A GROWING AWARENESS of the possible serious public
health implications of dog ownership is evident from re-
cent reports (1-4). Most general reviews, however, fail
to point out that the frequency and costs of dog bite in-
juries are a major medical problem. Some reports pre-
sent the basic statistics for specific localities (5- 10),
and some present information concerning the behavior
of the animal and the victim at the time of the bite inci-
dent ( 1 1, 12).
Our report is concerned with the next level of insight

into the epidemiology of dog bite injury-an analysis of
the activity of the victim and the animal in the specific
environmental context of the bite incident, that is, the
ecology of dog bite injury.
We were able to perform this analysis because in St.

Louis, Mo. (population about 566,000 in 1973) detailed
information is gathered on each reported dog bite inci-
dent. When a dog bite is reported, a police officer is sent

ODr. Beck, Ms. Loring, and Mr. Lockwood were with the
Center for the Biology ofNatural Systems, Washington Univer-
sity, St. Louis, Mo., when this study was performed. Dr. Beck
is now director of Bureau of Animal Affairs, New York City
Health Department. The study was funded by a grant from the
W. K. Kellogg Foundation to the Center for the Biology of
Natural Systems and a grant from the Conference of Public
Health Veterinarians.

Tearsheet requests to Dr. Alan M. Beck, New rork City
Department of Health, 125 Worth St., New York, N. r. 10013.

to interview the victim, the victim's parents (when ap-
propriate), witnesses, and the dog's owner, if available.
In addition to basic background information about the
victim and the dog, a detailed description-at least 1
page long-of the incident is prepared in narrative
form.
Although slightly more than 5,000 dogs are licensed

in St. Louis each year, it has been estimated by means
of various statistical estimating techniques (13) that the
number of owned dogs is about 20 times that number.

Methods
We analyzed each dog bite report filed in 1972 and
1973 by coding the information into distinct categories.
To minimize subjectivity and to maintain interpretative
consistency, one of us (H.L.) coded all the narrative
material. The potential for inaccuracies in interpreta-
tion of the narrative information is probably greatest
when it is obtained from young children; however, in
1973 an adult witness was available for interview in 72
percent of the incidents affecting victims under age 5
and 35 percent of those affecting children 5 to 9 years
old. For the other incidents occurring among these age
groups, we could not determine if the adult interviewed
was a true witness or the victim was clearly the sole
witness.

Each bite case was entered on an IBM card for uni-
variate analysis-cross-tabulating up to any four
categories. Not every report was complete, but of 2,538
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reported cases fewer than 100 reports in any one
category were discarded in 1973. Most of the informa-
tion presented here is from the 1973 reports, with com-
parison to 1972 where of interest.

Results
In St. Louis, 2,324 bites were reported in 1972 and 2,-
538 in 1973-an increase of 9.2 percent. The attack
rates per 100,000 people, according to population es-
timates (14), were 396.3 for 1972 and 448.4 for
1973-an increase of 13.1 percent. The population
decreased 3.5 percent. The rates are comparable to
those for other urban areas during the same periods
(3,5,7,9, 10). The rate of dog bites reported in St. Louis
from 1963 to 1973 almost doubled. In a survey of two
hospitals (one private, one city), we found that ap-
proximately 1 of every 50 emergency room admissions
was for dog bite injury; similar figures have been
reported for other areas (6).
The dog bite rate (higher than that for most ac-

cidents and infectious diseases) is not truly appreciated
as a medical care delivery problem-probably because
the age structure, severity, and cost factors are not
usually put into context. The attack rate for children 5
to 9 years old is 1,231.4 per 100,000 and for those 10 to
14 years old, 1,171.5. Dog bite is primarily an injury of
childhood, as shown in the chart. Males and black per-
sons were victimized in 1973 more than expected from
chance alone; males-who comprised 45.3 percent of
the population-received 65 percent of the bites, and
blacks-who comprised 40.7 percent of the pop-
ulation-received more than 52 percent of the bites.
The 1973 rates per 100,000 were 568.1 for males, 251.6
for females, 481.8 for blacks, and 304.8 for whites.
About 3.4 percent of all bites are classified as serious,

and generally the victims are young. For example, the
age group 5-9 years (8 percent of the population)
received 27.4 percent of all bites and 32.5 percent of the

Age distribution of general population and of dog bite victims,
St. Louis, Mo. 1972

-)v J-t IU-lr IJ-1UAgro-u

Age group

serious ones. Black males (28 percent of the population)
received about 50 percent of all the serious bites. About
9.2 percent of all bites were multiple injuries. Other
studies found that at least 10 percent of all bites re-
quired some suturing (12). Suturing, however, is often
contraindicated for puncture wounds, and thus it may
not be a good indicator of severity.

Another aspect of severity is the location of the bite.
While almost half of all bites are on the legs, 13.2
percent are on the torso, 28 percent on the arms and
hands, and 9.3 percent on the head and neck. The
pattern for the victims under age 9 (941 bites in 1973)
was 37.1 percent on the legs, 19.7 percent on the torso,
26.9 percent on the arms and hands, and 18.5 percent
on the neck and face. More than 35 percent of the 245
bites in 1973 of children under age 4 were on the face. A
face bite is traumatic and is a source of concern
regardless of the extent of its severity. A number of
reports deal with the surgical repair and infection
following bite injury (15-20).

Although rabies in dogs had not been reported in St.
Louis since 1954, about 3 percent of the dog bite victims
each year in 1972 and 1973 were started on dosages of
duck embryo vaccine following dog bite; about half
received the entire series (16 doses), the remainder
received an average of 5 doses before treatment was dis-
continued.
Only 36.8 percent of the biting dogs had been vac-

cinated against rabies (95.4 percent of all dogs that
were licensed, but only 29.1 percent of the dogs were
licensed). Regardless of the status of rabies in animals
in any area, dog bite is the most common reason for
post-exposure prophylaxis (personal communication
from Dr. William G. Winkler, Bureau of Epidemiology,
Center for Disease Control and 21), a medical care
delivery problem that is often not appreciated by the
general public and popular press.

According to J. Schilling, assistant health com-
missioner, the St. Louis Health Department estimates
that each bite case-excluding medical
treatment-costs at least $30 for recordkeeping and
holding the animal for observation (personal com-
mnunication, 1974). Additionally, in 1973 the police
department spent the equivalent of 145.7 full (24-hour)
days or 39.9 percent of a year just investigating true
bites; the cost for salaries alone was more than $19,000.
An additional 11.2 full days were spent investigating in-
jured and reportedly "mad dogs" (a salary cost of
$1,490), and 9.1 days were spent investigating animal-
at-large complaints (a salary cost of $1,210). The ad-
ditional costs for dispatching officers and equipment
were not determined (personal communication from J.
Taszarek, St. Louis City Police Department).

At the time of the bite injury, 35.2 percent of the vic-
tims had not been intereacting with the dog or its
owner, nor were they on the owner's property. (We
considered a victim to be "interacting" with the dog or
its owner or the owner's property if his behavior was
directed toward the dog or owner or if the victim was on
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Of the total 2,538 victims in 1973, 67.2 percent did
not interact with the owner (owner includes children of
the owner). When interaction did occur, talking with or
visiting the owner was the most common activity. As
shown in the following table, in only 5.9 percent of the
incidents did the dog bite a member of the owner's
family.

Activity Number Percent oftotal

Agent for the American Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
captures loose dog

the owner's property before the bite). The activities of
2,537 victims in 1973 at the time they were bitten were
as follows:

Activity

Interacting with dog or owner or on owner's
property ................................

Not interacting with dog or owner and not on
owner's property .........................
Inactive or walking .......................
Running ................................
Playing .................................
Bicycling ................................
Eating ..................................
Working ................................
Other ..................................
UJnknown ...............................

No interaction with owner ....... ............ 1,705
Victim is owner .............................. 151
Unknown ................................. 425
Actual interaction .......................... 257

Talking, visiting .......................... 164
Mistaken aggression (accidental push) ...... 11
Eating with owner ................. 0
Playing with owner ........... ............ 67
Verbal aggression ........................ 10
Physical aggression ............... 5

67.2
5.9

16.8
10.1
6.5
.4
.0

2.6
.4
.2

Of the 2,538 bites reported in 1973, 18 percent oc-

Percentof curred on the owner's property, and 27.6 percent oc-
total curred on public property immediately adjacent to the

owner's property. Therefore, if we extend the owner's
1,643 64.8 property to include the adjacent public property, we

found that nearly half of the victims were bitten on or
894 35.2 near the owner's property, as follows.
AUI7 0411
26

225
25

1
23
17

106

18.0
1.0
8.9
1.0
.0
.9
.6

4.2

Of 2,376 victims in 1973 whose relationship with the
biting dog was clearly reported, 74.6 percent did not in-
teract with the dog. Of the 25.4 percent who did in-
teract with the dog, playing with it was the most com-
mon activity. Examples of "other unintentional
provocation," shown in the following table, are tried to
catch dog, stepped on tail or paw, bothered dog while
eating, tried to make dog sit, fell on dog, climbed on
dog's back, put on leash, picked dog up, tried to confine
dog, made a sudden movement toward dog, bathed
dog, or administered medicine to dog.

Activity Number
No interaction with dog ......... ............. 1,773
Direct interaction ............ ............... 603

Feeding dog ................ ............. 17
Playing with dog ........... .............. 229
Petting dog ................ .............. 106
Walking dog ................ ............. 5
Brushing dog or holding ....... ............ 10
Aiding injured dog ......... ............... 13
Untangling dog ............ .............. 5
Separating fighting dogs ....... ............ 31
Other friendly activity ........ ............. 7
Stepping over dog .......... .............. 1
Observing or touching pups ...... .......... 14
Walking near dog being teased by others ..... 12
Other unintentional provocation ..... ....... 104
Deliberate provocation ........ ............ 49

Percent of
total
74.6
25.4

.7
9.6
4.5
.2
.4
.5
.2

1.3
.3
.1
.6
.5

4.4
2.1

V ictims location Percent
at time of bite Number of total

Unknown or irrelevant (for example, stray dog) ..... 1,378 54.3
On or near owner's property ........ ............. 1,160 45.7

Placing hand inside fence ........ ............. 59 2.3
Other approach to property ....... ............ 21 .8
Entry yard unfenced ......... ................ 44 1.7
Entry yard fenced ........... ................ 93 3.7
Entry porch .................. .............. 38 1.5
Entry inside ................ ................ 44 1.7
Working or playing inside (not with dog) ..... ... 101 4.0
Working or playing on sidewalk (not with dog)

or in adjacent alley .......... ............... 264 10.4
Walking on sidewalk or in adjacent alley ..... .... 308 12.1
Running on sidewalk or in adjacent alley ..... ... 15 .6
Bicycling on sidewalk or in adjacent alley ..... ... 38 1.5
Playing on sidewalk or in adjacent alley ..... .... 40 1.6
Other (for example, exciting dog) ...... ........ 36 1.4

Of the following 170 victims who were bitten while
they were working (6.7 percent of all bites), more than
one-third were letter carriers:

Letter carriers ..................................... 50
Laborers .......................................... 33
Delivery persons, outside (for example, paper boy) ..... 17
Service persons, inside ............... ............... 17
Policemen ......................................... 13
Other uniformed service persons ........ ............. 13
Salesmen, bill collectors, or insurance agents ..... ..... 11
Meter readers ...................................... 6
Professionals on duty (physician, nurse, social worker) ... 5
Others .......................................... 5

Only 14.5 percent of the 2,538 bites in 1973 came
from dogs for which no owner could be found, a
lower percentage than reported in a number of other
studies (3-10). In St. Louis, nearly 2 percent of the
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bites from stray dogs occurred in parks and 5 percent
in schoolyards.

It is commonly believed that dog bites and rabies oc-
cur only in the summertime, especially during the "dog
days" of August. We found, however, that the bite rate
starts to increase in mid-April and reaches a peak in
May that is sustained until August. More than 48 per-
cent of the bites took place from April .to July (one-third
of the year) and 3 to 4 percent in the winter months.
The warmer days in the winter and the cooler days in
the summer are associated with increases in bite in-
cidents. The patterns were similar for male and female
dogs. More than half of all the bites occurred between 2
and 7 pm; during the warmer months, bite activity in-
creased in the late afternoon. However, bites were
reported for every hour of the day.

Discussion
Reported dog bites affect at least 0.45 percent of the en-
tire population, and more than 1 percent of all children.
Thus, more than 1 million bites a year are reported in
the United States. However, only 25 to 50 percent of all
bites are reported (8). From our modest estimate that
each dog bite costs from $30 to $50, it seems that about
$50 million are spent annually out of municipal funds,
excluding medical treatment. Bite injury was estimated
to cost the average victim in Baltimore nearly $50 (22).
We can only speculate on the reason for the high in-

cidence of bites on the face. Of all the head and face
bites, 61 percent were from small dogs and 39 percent
from large ones (an unquantified notation on our
reports), although only 36.6 percent of all the biters
were classified as large. There is evidence that
ownership of the larger breeds is increasing, which may
further increase the seriousness of bites. Also, perhaps
face biting is included in a dog's behavior pattern when
playing or fighting with other dogs. The high incidence
of face bites and the low level of compliance with rabies

Garbageman removes potential food source for dog
-L.,Si.X.tli I| ' is,AZW

vaccination requirements is a potentially serious situa-
tion.
Why male children in general and black male

children in particular receive the greatest proportion of
bites is also open to discussion. We have no evidence
that males purposefully provoke dogs more than
females do. Possibly, male children are more at risk
because they are more likely than females to play in the
streets until late afternoon; however, this outdoor activ-
ity cannot be considered to be provocation. The great
number of bite incidents among the black population
may reflect the fact that dog bite is more common in
lower socioeconomic areas. The southern tip of St.
Louis is an almost exclusively white, low income area,
and it has the same higher incidence of bite injury as
the black, low income areas in the northern section.
Bite injury may be more frequent in low income areas
in general for a variety of reasons, such as greater street
use for recreation by resident children, fewer private
homes with fencing, poorer dog control, and greater
ownership of larger animals because of perceived crime.
Probably the best evidence of the severity of dog-

associated problems comes from the people. In a recent
survey by the National League of Cities, municipal
leaders were asked "What do citizens frequently com-
plain about? "Dogs and other pet control problems"
ranked number 1 (23).

According to our data, in the majority of bite cases
the victims were behaving in a socially acceptable way
in a socially acceptable place. Only 32.5 percent of the
victims were over 19 years old, and nearly 21 percent of
these persons were bitten on the job (7 percent of all
bites). Dog bite as an occupational hazard, for example
for letter carriers, is treated lightly by the popular press
and the public in general.
Most popular accounts of stray (ownerless) dogs

tend to exaggerate the actual numbers; most free-
ranging dogs are actually straying pets (3,13,24-26).
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The term "stray" is often used inappropriately by the
media, but true strays have few defenders; thus, blam-
ing strays for the bite problem shifts responsibility to no
one. In our field behavior studies, the truly stray
animals were extremely shy of people, and we have
never observed them acting aggressively toward people,
even around their own homesites (25, 26). It is not sur-
prising to us that strays are not responsible for many
bites. Even the stray incidence of 14.5 percent may not
represent true strays-rather, it may result from failure
to find the owner.

Conclusions and Recommendations
Whenever the weather is conducive to outdoor ac-
tivities, there is a potential for dog bite injury. It is
therefore unwise to alert the public to only the "dog
days" of August-these days actually occur during at
least 4 months of the year, May through August.
Can the number of dog bite injuries be reduced?

Most popular reports emphasize the importance of
picking the right pet. But this seems to be only a partial
solution to the question since fewer than 6 percent of
the victims were bitten by their family dogs-although
this aspect may be underreported. Perhaps the question
to be asked is: The right pet for whom-the individual
or society?
Male dogs accounted for about 70 percent of the

bites, especially among the larger breeds, but this may
reflect a pattern of permitting males more freedom.
Since we do not know the numbers of each breed in the
population, we cannot report breed-specific rates. It
may be significant that 41.1 percent of all biters were of
mixed breed and 36.7 percent were German Shepherds,
but the shepherd breed is often listed for shepherd-like
dogs of all ages; thus, the role of German Shepherds
may not be accurately reflected in the bite rates.
The suggestions of several authors for avoiding bite

injury (27,28) focus primarily on the victims' behavior
and do not recognize that most victims are children
who rarely have an opportunity to alter their behavior
before they are bitten. We propose that it is time to stop
studying and advising only victims and to start study-
ing and advising dog owners.
The main obstacle to reducing bite incidence appears

to be society's unconscious, or perhaps sometimes con-
scious, attempt to minimize the significance of bite in-
jury by assuming dog bite to be so trivial that "it's not
news," by assuming victim provocation, by blaming
ownerless strays, and by ascribing it to a phenomenon
of hot weather. This denial of the problem has made it
difficult to gain the necessary support for the legislative
and educational programs necessary to reduce bite in-
jury. Curiously, the programs that are necessary are
not at odds with responsible ownership and would, in
fact, improve the quality of life for dogs as well as peo-
ple. Loose dogs, which are the prime cause of dog bites,
are exposed to accidents and diseases that greatly
shorten their lives (3). Free-ranging dogs also add to the
deterioration of the environment and expose people to a

wide variety of diseases ( 1-3). We believe that permit-
ting dogs to run free should be viewed as a serious viola-
tion of the health and animal cruelty codes. We suggest
that schools should provide information on dog
management and behavior and the responsibilities of
the dog owner. Much of the information now available
from the schools or through the media promotes dog
ownership but does not demonstrate "proper use of the
product" or help the potential victim. Responsible
ownership can enable people and dogs to live together
peaceably.
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A detailed analysis of all the reported

dog bites that occurred over a 2-year
period in St. Louis, Mo., provided new
insight not only into the severity of the
problem, but also the environmental
context for injury. Dog bite is a major
medical problem that affects at least 1

of every 222 people and specifically 1
of every 83 children, 5 to 9 years old.
Nearly 20 percent of all the children
biften were injured on the head or face,
a source of concern and expense for all
concerned. Nearly 10 percent of all
bites were classified as serious.

In only 25 percent of all injuries did
the victim's behavior involve the dog at
the time of the bite, and in only 10 per-
cent of the cases was the victim interac-
ting with the dog's owner. The victim
was on the dog owner's property in
about 10 percent of the incidents, and

in about 48 percent of the cases the
bite took place near the owner's
property. Bite incidents go up
whenever the weather is conducive to
street activity.

More than 85 percent of all the biting
dogs had owners. These results in-
dicate that society's views of dog bite
injury, which tend to minimize the
problem and find fault with the victim,
must be re-evaluated. It is time to place
less emphasis on the victim and even
the animal and review the public health
implications of dog ownership.

Dog Bites Among Letter Carriers in St. Louis
Subsequent to the preceding study, Randall Lockwood and Dr. Alan M. Beck carried out the following
study to determine why letter carriers have more occupation-related dog bite injuries than other persons.
Kent Hornberger of the St. Louis Postal Service Safety Unit made data available for this study.

THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE reported that 6,708 of the
nation's letter carriers were bitten by dogs in 1973. In
St. Louis, letter carriers comprised more than 30 per-
cent of all reported victims of occupation-related dog
bite injuries in 1973.

For this study, information on letter carriers was ob-
tained from two sources: (a) a questionnaire concerning
bite history, attitudes toward dogs, dog ownership, and
postal delivery problems because of dogs and (b) acci-
dent records of the St. Louis Postal Service for 1972 and
1973. The questionnaire was sent to a sample of 270
letter carriers in districts that represented a cross sec-
tion of the postal routes in the city; 260 carriers
responded. The accident records were analyzed by the
same method used in the previous study. To determine
if bite victims differed from accident victims in general
or from the general letter carrier population, the bite
victims were compared with a sample of victims of non-
dog-related accidents (slips and falls) and with the
general carrier population.

Results
Of a population of approximately 2,000 carriers in St.
Louis, 132 were bitten in 1972 and 112 in 1973-an
average rate of 6,120 per 100,000, which is more than
14 times the rate for the general population. (Fewer
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Dog Bites in New York City
Loren J. Borud, M.D., and David W. Friedman, M.D.
New York, N.Y.

The purpose of this review is to characterize the public
health problem of dog bites in New York City. Dog bites
represent a major source of morbidity, mortality, disabil-
ity, and health care cost in the United States. The most
severe injuries are frequently referred to the plastic sur-
geon. The authors have recently treated several severe
cases of unprovoked dog attacks in children. To charac-
terize the dog bite problem in New York City, data were
obtained for 1998 from the New York City Department of
Health. During that year, 6568 bites were reported by the
mandated physician reporters in the five boroughs of New
York City. The upper extremities, lower extremities, and
face were predominantly affected. The peak incidence
occurred during the summer months and in children ages
7 to 9 years old. Preventive measures are discussed.
(Plast. Reconstr. Surg. 106: 987, 2000.)

A recent Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention report estimates that more than 3.7
million dog bites occur in the United States
annually.1 National Center for Health Statistics
data show that dog bites are responsible for
more than 334,000 emergency room visits, 4
percent of which require hospitalization.2 Dog
bite-related fatalities from 1979 through 1994
numbered 279,3,4 and 25 additional fatalities
occurred in 1995 and 1996.5

Dog bites represent a significant cause of
morbidity and mortality in the United States.
The associated pain and suffering, particularly
in children, are incalculable. In addition to the
expense of health care, there is substantial
long-term disability to injured children. At Bel-
levue Hospital, the authors recently have
treated several children for particularly severe
and unprovoked dog bites. The purpose of this
study was to define the scope of the dog bite
problem in New York City.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Data on all reported dog bites treated in New
York City during the calendar year 1998 were

obtained from the New York City Department
of Health. Any dog bite injury treated by a
physician in New York City must, by law, be
reported to the local authorities. Data from the
report forms are entered into a master registry.
Information on each bite includes the date of
injury, age and sex of the victim, anatomic area
affected, the treating hospital, and the bor-
ough in which the bite occurred. The data did
not include information on the treatment ren-
dered to the victim, nor did it include the
circumstances of the attack or breed of dog
involved.

RESULTS

Health Department Data

During the 1-year study period, 6568 dog
bites were reported by physicians to the NYC
Department of Health. Based on population
data, this number represents an incidence of
0.85 per 1000. Children were affected more
than any other age group, with 41 percent of
bites occurring in patients under age 18, with a
marked decrease in incidence in the third de-
cade of life (see Fig. 1). The peak incidence
was noted in children ages 7 to 9 years old (Fig.
2), with an overall male to female predomi-
nance of 1.42 to 1.

The most commonly affected anatomic loca-
tions were the upper extremities (42 percent)
and the lower extremities (37 percent), fol-
lowed by the face/head area (14 percent). The
trunk and chest (3 percent), abdomen (1.4
percent), and buttock/groin areas (2 percent)
were less commonly affected (Fig. 3).

By geographic location, 96 percent of the
bites occurred within the five boroughs of New
York City. Brooklyn had the greatest number of
dog bites, with 28 percent of the total, followed

From the Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery at New York University Medical Center. Received for publication November 17, 1999;
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by Queens, Bronx, Manhattan, and Staten Is-
land (Fig. 4, above). Using population data, the
incidence of reported dog bites among the five
boroughs in 1998 is shown in Figure 4, below.

The greatest number of attacks occurred
during the summer months, peaking in June
and July. A disproportionate number (32 per-
cent) of all attacks occurred during the months
of June, July, and August (see Fig. 5). Although
we do not have specific data to explain this
phenomenon, it is likely that during the warm
summer months, dogs are more frequently out-
side, and more frequently in an uncontrolled
environment in their interactions with both
familiar and unfamiliar persons.

DISCUSSION

Dog Bites: A Plastic Surgery Issue

The most debilitating dog bite injuries are
frequently referred to plastic surgeons. More
than 20 years ago, Dr. Robert Goldwyn, the

FIG. 1. Dog bites by age of victim in New York City. The
horizontal axis represents the ages of the victims. For exam-
ple, decade 1 includes victims from birth to age 9 years.

FIG. 2. Dog bites in children (by age) in New York City.

FIG. 3. Dog bites by primary anatomic location in New
York City.

FIG. 4. (Above) Dog bite incidence per 1000 population by
New York City borough. (Below) Distribution of dog bites by
borough.

FIG. 5. Dog bites by month in New York City.
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editor of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, dis-
cussed this problem and advised public educa-
tion and dog control measures.6 For decades,
the severe soft-tissue injuries from dog bites
have challenged the reconstructive skill of the
plastic surgeon.7–11 Recently, the American So-
ciety of Plastic Surgeons assumed a leading
role in educating the public, declaring June of
1999 as “National Dog Bite Awareness Month.”

In a recent editorial, Rohrich reviewed the
experience at the Children’s Hospital of Dal-
las.12 The cases requiring operative interven-
tion were predominantly head and neck inju-
ries. In most cases, the dogs were known to the
family and the attacks occurred in the home.

Dog Bites in New York City

In 1998, the incidence of physician reported
dog bites in New York City was 0.85 per 1000
inhabitants. This incidence is in concordance
with other published reports. The National
Center for Health Statistics National Hospital
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (1992 to
1994) estimated the incidence of dog bites
treated in emergency departments at 1.3 per
1000 persons per year.2 A national telephone
survey gave a slightly higher estimate of 3 per
1000 persons requiring medical attention due
to dog bites.1 Of course, many bites treated by
individual practitioners in New York rather
than in emergency rooms, where routine proto-
cols are in place, are not reported. A recent study
in Pittsburgh13 based on capture/re-capture data
suggests that only approximately 36 percent of
dog bites are in fact reported to hospitals, the
police, or animal control authorities.

Why Dogs Bite

According to the Humane Society of the
United States,14 dogs bite out of fear or for
protection of territory. Some dog breeds seem
to be “genetically mean,” and may be more
prone to attack than other breeds. The pit bull,
rottweiler, German shepherd, husky, Alaskan
malamute, and wolf hybrid have been respon-
sible for the majority of dog bite-related fatali-
ties.5 Breed-specific data are difficult to obtain
because owners of high-risk, aggressive breeds
may be less likely to register their animal with
the local authorities.15

The quality of care and treatment of the dog
and the quality of the dog’s training have a
major impact on the level of aggression dis-
played by the animal. Some dog owners delib-
erately train their dogs to be violent “guard

dogs” and mistreat them to maximize their
aggressiveness.

Preventing the Attack

Public education and legislation are the cor-
nerstones of dog bite prevention. Such mea-
sures include the following14:

1. Behavior modification. Potential victims,
especially children, should be taught that
behavior sometimes influences the prob-
ability of attack. Running past an unfamil-
iar dog or startling the animal can trigger
attacks. If approached by an aggressive
dog, one should stand perfectly still and
avoid making eye contact. If attacked, the
victim should roll into a ball and “play
dead.”

2. Public education of owners. Owners must
be taught to appreciate the importance of
proper training, care, and leashing of
their animals.

3. Spay and neuter laws. Sterilized dogs are
safer, less aggressive, and less likely to
bite.

4. Legislation targeting dog owners. Legisla-
tion that holds the dog owner responsible
for the pain and suffering of victims is
being considered in many areas. More re-
strictive confinement and leashing laws
are being widely debated. In some com-
munities, enforcement of existing laws
can make a difference. When the New
York City Parks Department began enforc-
ing leashing laws, handing out sum-
monses for $100 fines, the percentage of
leashed dogs in city parks rose from ap-
proximately 30 percent to more than 80
percent in less than 5 months.16

5. Breed-specific legislation. Laws that target
high-risk breeds are controversial and
generally have not been effective in com-
munities that have implemented such leg-
islation. The ultimate result of recent pit
bull bans in Annapolis, Maryland, and
Highland Park, Michigan, will be instruc-
tive. Cheektowaga, New York, has even
limited the total number of dogs allowed
per household to three.17

6. Improved reporting. To guide public pol-
icy and assess the efficacy of dog bite pre-
vention measures, reports to local health
authorities need to be much more thor-
ough. In New York City, we recommend
inclusion of data such as breed, history of
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prior aggression, circumstances of attack,
degree of injury, and treatment rendered.
In cases requiring inpatient care, hospi-
tals should report the need for operative
intervention and duration of hospitaliza-
tion.

Loren J. Borud, M.D.
330 Brookline Avenue
Boston, Mass. 02215
lborud@caregroup.harvard.edu
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The small explanatory power of the remaining health
sector variables employed in this analysis challenges the
common belief that inpatient services are widely sub-
stituted for home care and the validity of various need
estimation formulas. In other words, restricting the sup-
ply of hospital and nursing home beds and keeping
occupancy rates high may have little effect on the use of
home health services, and substantial work to develop
valid and reliable measures of the need for home health
services apparently is needed.
The practical contribution of community-level utiliza-

tion research is the insight that it provides into likely
responses of the health care delivery system to factors
that affect the supply and use of health resources. On one
hand, the relatively strong explanatory power of geo-
graphic division suggests the effect of cultural factors
that underlie different patterns of health care delivery
among regions; if not immutable, the influence of those
factors probably could be reduced only after lengthy and
costly efforts at community education. On the other
hand, the finding that medical necessity accounts for
only an eighth of the explained variance indicates a large
discretionary element in the use of Medicare home health
benefits, and it suggests that many determinants of use
are susceptible to community intervention, particularly
the availability of services. Further, the lack of associa-
tion between the employment of home health nurses and
varying degrees of urbanization suggests that the unequal
availability of home health services to Medicare benefici-
aries, for the most part, is not related to the availability of
nurses for employment. In short, it appears likely that the
use of home health services could be promoted by com-
munity initiatives aimed at development of service capac-
ity, coordination of services, agency regulation, and so
forth.

This analysis provides evidence of the potential of
general community characteristics in explicating the use
of health services. Useful insight is gained by consider-

ing problems of medical care organization within the
broader context of community research by social scien-
tists. That 75 percent of the variance in the use of Medi-
care home health benefits is unexplained underscores just
how much remains to be learned regarding various
modes of health care delivery. Aspects of home care that
remain to be explored fully by community-level research
include need, availability, accessibility, quality, accept-
ability, continuity, and costs. Understanding how these
aspects work in combination to determine the use of
services holds forth the promise of successful strategies
to intervene in the production and consumption of home
health services.
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Synopsis ....................................

Sixteen incidents involving dog bites fitting the de-
scription "severe" were identified among 5,711 dog bite
incidents reported to health departments in five South
Carolina counties (population 750,912 in 1980) between
July 1, 1979, and June 30, 1982. A "severe" attack was
defined as one in which the dog "repeatedly bit or
vigorously shook its victim, and the victim or the person
intervening had extreme difficulty terminating the at-
tack."

Information from health department records was clar-
ified by interviews with anintal control officers, health
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and police officials, and persons with firsthand knowl-
edge of the events.

Investigation disclosed that the dogs involved in the 16
severe attacks were reproductively intact males. The me-
dian age of the dogs was 3 years. A majority of the
attacks were by American Staffordshire terriers, St. Ber-
nards, and cocker spaniels. Ten of the dogs had been
aggressive toward people or other dogs before the inci-
dent that was investigated.

Ten of the 16 victims of severe attacks were 10 years of
age or younger; the median age of all 16 victims was 8
years. Twelve of the victims either were members of the
family that owned the attacking dog or had had contact
with the dog before the attack. Eleven of the victims were
bitten on the head, neck, or shoulders.

REPORTS OF OBSERVED ATTACKS by dogs that resulted
in human fatalities indicate that (a) the typical dog mak-
ing such an attack repeatedly bites or vigorously shakes
its victim until the victim no longer moves (1), and (b)
human intervention is frequently less effective in stop-
ping this type of event than in stopping less severe attacks
(1-3).

In the most comprehensive study of fatal attacks to
date, Pinckney and Kennedy (2) cited 74 cases that
occurred from March 1966 through June 1980. The data

In 88 percent ofthe cases, the attacks took place in the
owner's yard or home, or in the adjoining yard. In 10 of
the 16 incidents, members of the victims' families wit-
nessed the attacks.

The characteristics of these attacks, only one ofwhich
proved fatal, were similar in many respects to those that
have been reported for other dog bite incidents that
resulted in fatalities. On the basis of this study, the
author estimates that a risk of 2 fatalities per 1,000
reported dog bites may exist nationwide. Suggestions
madefor the prevention ofsevere attacksfocus on chang-
ing the behavior of both potential canine attackers and
potential victims.

were collected from accounts of fatal dog bites published
in newspapers throughout the United States and included
the 11 cases cited by Winkler (3). Although 36 of the 74
attacks were not observed, in 75 percent of the witnessed
cases someone tried to intervene; in 67 percent of these
cases, the person intervening had difficulty stopping the
attack.
The typical fatal attack, then, is characterized by re-

peated and uninhibited biting, and the dog is relatively
unresponsive to attempts to terminate the attack. Other

Characteristics of severe attacks by dogs

Dog

Previous
Ca s eeAge aggression Obedience Rabies

number Breed Sex (years) against-2 trained vaccination

1 .American Staffordshire terrier' M 3.50 FM,AQ,ST,D No No
2 ..............Rottweiler M 1.50 No Yes Yes

3 .St. Bernard M 0.67 No No Yes
4 .Siberian husky M 2.00 ? No Yes
5.Cocker spaniel M 0.67 AQ No No
6.St. Bernard-German shepherd mixed-breed M 5.00 AQ,ST No Yes
7.St. Bernard M 3.00 ST No Yes
8 .American Staffordshire terrier M 2.50 AQ,ST,D Yes Yes
9.American bulldog' M 3.00 AQ,D No Yes
10 .American Staffordshire terrier M 2.50 ? No No

11..Cockapoo...Cockapoo M 4.50 ST No Yes
12 .American Staffordshire terrier' M 5.00 No No Yes
13.St. Bernard M 3.50 D No Yes
14 .American Staffordshire terrier' M 10.50 D No Yes

15.Irish setter M 2.00 No No No
16.Cocker spaniel M 2.50 AQ,ST,D Yes Yes

1 Afthough the owner would not admit that the dog was used in pit fighting, the
investigating animal control officer reported evidence to the contrary (for example,

lesions and scars about the head and extremiies).
2 FM = family member; AO = acquaintance; ST = stranger; D = dog.
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dog attacks fitting this behavioral description may belong
in the same category as fatal dog bites, whether the
attack results in the victim's death or not. Such "severe"
attacks were the focus of this investigation. This study
was done (a) to estimate the proportion of severe attacks
among total reported dog bites and (b) to determine the
characteristics of the dog, victim, and setting associated
with severe dog bite events.

Methods

Severe attacks were identified among records of 5,711
dog bite incidents that were reported to five county health
departments (population, 750,912 in 1980) in the Pied-
mont area of South Carolina between July 1, 1979, and
June 30, 1982. A "severe" attack was defined as one in
which the dog "repeatedly bit or vigorously shook its
victim, and the victim or the person intervening had
extreme difficulty terminating the attack."

Information gathered during interviews with animal
control officers, health and police officials, and persons
with firsthand knowledge of specific dog bite events
helped to identify those attacks that qualified as "se-
vere." The amount of physical damage resulting from the
bite was not a discriminating variable. For example, an
8-year-old boy's ear was severed by the boy's pet Dober-
man while the two were wrestling in the front yard of
their home. The dog bit the boy's ear at the same time the
boy pulled away from the dog, and the injury resulted.
No further attack was elicited. The boy incurred "se-
vere" physical damage; however, because the incident

did not have the characteristics of a severe attack as
defined, it was not classified as severe for the purposes of
this study.

Results

Dogs. Of the 5,711 dog bite incidents reported to the
five South Carolina health departments during the 3-year
period of this study, 16 attacks were classified as severe.
The 16 dogs involved were reproductively intact males
(median age, 3 years; age range, .67 to 10.5 years).

Five attacks were by American Staffordshire or
Staffordshire bull terriers; three by St. Bemards and one
by a St. Bernard-German shepherd mixed-breed; two by
cocker spaniels and one by a cocker spaniel-poodle
mixed-breed (cockapoo). The remaining four attacks
were by a bulldog, an Irish setter, a rottweiler, and a
Siberian husky. No attempt was made to determine
American Kennel Club registration.

All 16 dogs reportedly were kept as pets or watch dogs
or both (none were strays); however, there was evidence
that the bulldog and three of the Staffordshire terriers
were used for "pit" fighting (table). In general, the dogs
seemed well cared for; only four had not been vaccinated
for rabies, and three had been obedience trained. Reports
from dog owners and animal control officers indicated
that 10 of the dogs had a history of aggression toward
people or other dogs before the severe-bite episode
(table).

Victims. The 10 male and 6 female victims of severe
attacks ranged in age from 2/2 to 72 years (median age, 8

Characteristics of severe attacks by dogs (continued)

Victim Setting

Family Other victim Attack
Age Relabonship Bite Dragged Location member dogs Dog interaction warning

Sex (years) to dog2 locaton3 to ground of attack present present chained with dog by dog

F 4.0 FM H,U Yes In yard Yes No Yes Yes No
F 8.0 AQ H Yes In new home No No No No No
M 4.0 AQ H Yes In yard Yes No No Yes No
F 8.0 ST H Yes In new home No No No Yes No
M 2.5 AQ H Yes In yard Yes No Yes Yes Yes
M 30.0 AQ L Yes In yard Yes No No4 No Yes
M 3.5 AQ H Yes In yard Yes No No No No
F 25.0 AQ L,T Yes In yard Yes No No4 No Yes
M 72.0 ST H,U,L,T Yes Adjoining road No No No4 No Yes
M 3.0 FM H Yes In yard, road No Yes Yes ? No
F 66.0 ST L No Adjoining road Yes No No No Yes
M 10.0 FM T No In yard Yes No Yes No No
F 42.0 ST H,U,L,T Yes 4 houses away No Yes5 No Yes No
M 4.0 FM H,T Yes In yard Yes No Yes Yes No
M 47.0 FM U No In yard No No No Yes Yes
M 3.0 AQ H,T Yes In yard Yes No No No Yes

3 H = head, neck, shoulders; U = upper extremities; L = lower extremities; T =

torso, buttocks.
4 Broke chain to attack victim.
5 Other dog not involved in attack.
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years). Ten victims (7 of whom were male)-were 10 years
of age or younger, and 6 (3 males) were 25 years of age or
older.

"Acquaintances"-persons who had had previous
contact with the dog-were the most frequent object of
severe attacks (seven cases), followed by members of the
owner's family well known to the dog (five cases) and
strangers (four cases). No attempt was made to determine
how many times acquaintances had had contact with their
attackers before the event.

Thirteen victims were knocked down or dragged to the
ground when they were attacked. Bites received during
the 16 attacks were located on the head, neck, and
shoulders (11 cases), torso and buttocks (6 cases), lower
extremities (5 cases), and upper extremities (4 cases). Six
of the dogs bit their victims in more than one place.

Setting. Attacks took place in the dog owner's yard (1 I
cases) or home (2 cases), in an adjoining yard or road (2
cases), or away from the owner's yard (1 case). In seven
cases, verbal or physical contact by the victim with the
dog preceded the attack, and the dog gave an audible
warning in seven cases. Two cases involved both prior
contact by the victim and warning by the dog. Members
of the victim's family witnessed 10 of the attacks. In five
cases, dogs were chained at the time of the attack. In
three other cases, dogs broke their chains to attack their
victims.

Case Descriptions

A brief description of each attack follows. A summary
of the characteristics associated with the attacks is given
in the table.

Case 1. A 31/2-year-old chained Staffordshire terrier
attacked its owner's 4-year-old daughter when the child
approached to pet the animal. The owner stated that the
dog would have "torn her up" if he hadn't pulled the
child to safety, but that "she knew better than to go
around him." The child was pinned to the ground by the
dog and bitten on the neck, face, and arms.

Case 2. A 1/2-year-old rottweiler had been purchased
from a breeder 2 days before the attack. The dog lunged

at the owner's 8-year-old daughter when she entered a
room where the dog was staying. The dog repeatedly bit
the victim about the head and face.

Case 3. An 8-month-old St. Bernard attacked a 4-year-
old boy who was visiting his divorced father. The father,
who was in the front yard with the child, turned around
to see the dog biting his son on the face and neck. He
pulled the dog off the child and shot the animal.

Case 4. A roaming 2-year-old Siberian husky was
brought home by an animal control officer, who left the
dog with his 8-year-old daughter. The officer heard the
girl scream, rushed into the room, pulled the dog off the
girl, and shot the animal. The dog bit him in the process,
and the girl suffered a fractured skull and multiple facial
lacerations.

Case 5. During an afternoon picnic, a 21/2-year-old boy
wandered next door and threw toys at the neighbor's
chained 8-month-old cocker spaniel. When the child got
too close, the dog knocked him down and bit him repeat-
edly on the face. The owner remarked that the dog had
tried to "finish him off."

Case 6. A 5-year-old St. Bernard-German shepherd
mixed-breed broke its chain, ran 15 meters, and attacked
the dog owner's 30-year-old neighbor. The victim, who
kept kicking the dog, was bitten extensively below the
knees. The owner, who had been approaching to greet his
neighbor, stopped the attack by strangling the dog. In a
previous episode, the dog, while chained, had bitten
another neighbor and had had to be quarantined.

Case 7. The owner of a 3-year-old St. Bernard was
walking hand-in-hand with his 31/2-year-old grandson to
the mailbox. The dog jumped on the child from behind,
knocked him to the ground, and "went for his head."
The owner grabbed the dog's neck and pulled the animal
off the child. He later remarked that the dog "would have
killed" the boy.

Case 8. After straining at and breaking its chain, a 2½2-
year-old Staffordshire terrier jumped on its owner's visit-
ing 25-year-old daughter from behind and knocked her to
the ground. The woman and her father had been walking
toward the mailbox. Before the father could control the
dog, it repeatedly bit the daughter on her buttocks and
thighs.

Case 9. A 3-year-old bulldog, chained and wearing a
harness, broke its chain to attack a 72-year-old man who
was taking his daily walk on the adjoining road. The man
had been knocked down and bitten over all parts of his
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body before the dog's female owner pulled the animal off
by its harness.

Case 10. A 21/2-year-old Staffordshire terrier slipped
out of its collar and attacked its owner's 3-year-old child
90 meters from the family's trailer. Flesh was consumed
from the child's neck. The mother, who had been next to
the trailer, went for help but was not in time to save the
child, who was fatally injured. A small 6-month-old
terrier mixed-breed (with the same owner) took part in
the attack but, because of the absence of smaller bite
marks on the child's body, was not judged a "severe"
biter.

Case 11. When its owner opened the front door, a 4½/2-
year-old cockapoo escaped from the house, ran barking
to the street, and attacked a 66-year-old woman. The
woman reached out with her hand, but the dog bit the
calf of her leg, held on to it, and shook it until the woman
finally beat the animal off with her purse. The dog had
bitten a child 4 months before this attack.

Case 12. A 5-year-old Staffordshire terrier was
chained in a yard where chickens were roaming. The dog
had killed and was eating a chicken. The 10-year-old son
of the terrier's owner, who was outside with his 12-year-
old brother, got too close to the dog, and the animal
dragged the boy to the ground by his buttocks. The
owner, hearing the child scream, ran from the house and
pried open the dog's mouth with a knife.

Case 13. A 31/2-year-old St. Bernard, four houses away
from its home, attacked another dog by the throat. When
the owner of the attacked dog, a 42-year-old woman, beat
the St. Bernard with a hose, the animal knocked her
down and bit her on all parts of her body. The woman
fainted. A motorist, who saw her being bitten and
dragged to the road, succeeded in chasing the dog away.

Case 14. A chained 10½/2-year-old Staffordshire terrier
attacked its owner's 4-year-old son after the boy hit it
with a newspaper. The dog pinned the child to the ground
and bit him about the torso, head, and neck. The owner
pulled the boy to safety after beating the dog with a log.

Case 15. A 2-year-old Irish setter growled at its 47-
year-old owner, who had returned home from a 5-day
absence. The owner reached out to pet the dog, which bit
him on the hand, continued to shake the hand, and would
not release it until hit with a nearby log.

Case 16. A 21/2-year-old cocker spaniel, housed in a
backyard pen, attacked its owner's visiting 3-year-old
nephew when he and his aunt entered the pen. The dog

knocked the child down on his stomach and repeatedly
bit him on the back and shoulders. The owner picked the
boy up and kicked the dog (which was hanging on to the
child's clothes and raised off the ground) until it let go.

Discussion

These events were similar in many respects to those
reported by Pinckney and Kennedy (2):

* In neither this sample nor theirs were attacks by stray
dogs recorded.
* At least 88 percent of the bites in both samples oc-
curred in or adjacent to the owners' yards or in their
homes.
* More than 60 percent of the dogs in both samples had
records of previous aggression.
* The majority of the victims were children 8 years of
age or younger, with 1- to 8-year-old males predominat-
ing at least 2:1 over females.
* The most frequent location of bites was the head and
neck region (more than 68 percent in both samples).

The sex and age of the dogs in the Pinckney and
Kennedy survey were not reported. It would have been
informative to determine whether young, reproductively
intact males constituted a large proportion of the dogs in
their study also.
The most striking difference between the two samples

was in the percentage of infants attacked. In the Pinckney
and Kennedy sample, 31 percent of the victims were 1
year of age or younger, while none was in this sample.

In addition, in the earlier sample, 16 attacks (22 per-
cent) were by German shepherds, compared with 1 attack
by a shepherd mixed-breed in this study. Regional dis-
tributions of breeds may explain some of this discrep-
ancy; however, determining dog populations-much less
breed representation in a community-is extremely diffi-
cult (4,5).

Only 1 of the 16 dog attacks (case 10) resulted in
fatality. However, the most frequent site of bite injuries
was the head and neck region in both this sample (11 of
16 cases) and the Pinckney aqd Kennedy sample (33 of
the 41 cases for which injury location was specified). In
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Prevention

the latter study, information concerning bite location and
corresponding cause of death was not presented, although
hemorrhage and shock were reported to be the causes of
death in most of the patients (2a).

In this study, "severe" dog attacks were selected on
the basis of their behavioral similarity to attacks resulting
in fatality. The incidence of severe attacks (16 cases)
among total reported attacks (5,711 cases) was approx-
imately 2.8 per 1,000. Approximately 70 percent of
these severe attacks involved bites on the head and neck,
a location for which death because of hemorrhage and
shock is likely. Thus, if these figures are representative, a
potential for 2 fatalities per 1,000 dog bites may exist
nationwide.
Among the 16 severe attacks reported on here, there

was only 1 fatality (case 10), although the number of
deaths one would predict, based on a risk of 2 fatalities
per 1,000 dog bites, is approximately 11. Whether a
severe attack results in death, however, may depend on
whether an adult is present to intervene. In case 10, death
occurred before the 3-year-old victim's pregnant mother
could solicit help to rescue her child. In each of the other
15 cases, either the victim or an intervening adult suc-
cessfully stopped the attack, albeit with extreme diffi-
culty (for example, by beating the dog with a log, kick-
ing, or shooting it).

Borchelt and associates (1) have suggested that, unlike
less serious attacks, attacks that result in death usually
occur when no one but the victim is present. Of the four
cases they investigated, the only nonfatal attack involved
an 11-year-old boy who had been dragged to the ground
and repeatedly bitten by a pack of dogs. The dogs
stopped their attack when a motorist intervened and
pulled the boy to safety. In the other three cases, the
victims-an 81-year-old female invalid, a 10-year-old
girl, and a 14-year-old boy-were alone at the time of the
attacks. Taken together, these data seem to indicate that 2
fatalities per 1,000 dog bites is a reasonable estimate if
the victims are physically unable to stop the attack or if
adults are not in a position to intervene.

Efforts to prevent severe dog bites should be focused
primarily at the level of the owner. Information concern-
ing the factors that contribute to a severe bite must be
made available to dog owners so that the appropriate
preventive measures can be taken. The following steps
are suggested:

1. As a starting point, people should know that previous
signs of aggression by a dog may be predictive of a
severe attack. In this study, there were 14 cases in which
previous incidents of aggression could be determined. In
eight of these cases, the dogs involved had bitten, lunged
at, or snapped at people previously. In two other cases,
the attacking animals had previously been reported for
aggression against other male dogs. Owners should be
educated about and sensitized to the potential seriousness
of any early signs of aggression in their pets. Young,
reproductively intact males would seem to be especially
dangerous. Perhaps local health departments, veterinary
associations, or humane societies could take the initiative
in providing their communities with appropriate informa-
tion.

2. Once sensitized to the potential dangers of an ag-
gressive dog, owners should be encouraged to seek help
from specialists formally trained in the diagnosis and
treatment of animal behavior problems. Recent reports
have described successful procedures for the diagnosis
and treatment of different kinds of aggression in dogs
(6-9). The treatments may include combinations of sur-
gical, pharmacological, and behavioral therapies and are
quite different from attempts to control aggressive behav-
ior through obedience training.

3. Additional efforts to reduce dog bite incidents should
be focused at the level of the potential victim. A program
of education in dog-bite avoidance, directed toward
likely victims, has been suggested elsewhere (1). One
merely has to listen to a victim's or witnesses' attribution
of the causes of a dog bite to discover how unaware the
general public is of the danger signs that are associated
with attacks by dogs.

Apart from shedding some light on the characteristics
of severe attacks by dogs, this survey raises many ques-
tions that as yet remain unanswered. For example:

* Only seven victims reported interacting with the dog
before the attack. What are the properties of victims'
behaviors that elicit an attack?
* Only seven victims reported a warning of attack by the
dogs involved. Do dogs provide danger signs or signals,
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before an attack, that the victims do not recognize or
respond to appropriately? Do victims maintain an attack
by continuing to move or struggle?
* In 8 of the 16 cases, the dog involved either was
chained or broke loose from its chain to attack its victim.
Does restricting a dog in this manner actually increase
the chances of a severe bite?

Clearly, more detailed study is necessary to clarify the
behavioral sequence preceding severe attacks.
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Synopsis.....................................

To reduce the incidence of gonorrhea in the Colorado
Springs, Colo., area, casefinding measures (interview-
ing of patients and tracing of contacts) were conscien-
tiously applied by the local health department, in coop-
eration with the U.S. Army, to more than 90 percent of
reported cases during a 3-year period. Nearly 4,000
cases ofgonorrhea-2,127 civilian and 1,811 military-
were interviewed; they named 7,399 contacts. A total of
1,141 cases of gonorrhea were newly identified and
patients brought to treatment in Colorado Springs as a
result. Implementation of these measures was associated
with a 12.9 percent overall decline in gonorrhea inci-
dence. This decline was most pronounced in the civilian
population (20 percent), while little change in incidence
occurred in the military population. The data presented
suggest that the orderly application of casefinding epi-
demiology, allied with other control program initiatives,
can interrupt transmission of, and prevent, disease.

IN THE UNITED STATES, civilian and military public
health officers are urged to cooperate in the control of
venereal diseases by the Seven Point Agreement of 1967
(1), an accord between the Departments of Defense,
Transportation, and Health and Human Services and re-
gional health agencies. Its intent is to curb importation
and spread of venereal infection to and from military

personnel in American communities. Compliance with
the spirit of this document varies, reflecting the health
priorities of the local military installation and the allied
public health department. An illustration of this civilian-
military partnership and its epidemiologic impact, in
Colorado Springs, Colo., between 1977 and 1982, forms
the subject of this report.
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Resolution Comments - Off Leash Laws Page 1

From: "Laura Gladstone" <Laura.Gladstone@gladstonecapital.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  3:57 PM
Subject: Off Leash Laws

I would like to at the very least request that the off leash law remains
in effect at if possible extended.  Every other state has national parks
that are open to dogs 24 hours a day. If that is not possible, is there
any way it could be extended at least until 10am on weekends and start
at dusk on weekdays. As a woman it is unsafe for me to bring my dog to
the park at 9pm. Isnt there compromise?  There are already so many
restrictions on dogs, such as Sheep Meadow, and many other areas within
the park, cant you at least extend the leash law?  I pay taxes like
everyone else without dogs.  Thank you, Laura Gladstone



From: <Loiscarswell@aol.com>
To: <resolutiononcomments@health.nyc.gov>, <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, <yassky@council.nyc.ny.us>
Date: 10/15/2006 2:37:48 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

I write in support of the Peaceable Kingdom that is Prospect Park.   If you 
can, come and experience this phenomenon for yourselves.   

The 20-year offleash hours policy has proven that responsible dog ownership 
cab create a community of both dogs and people that is uniquely successful.   
It has increased safety in the park.   When I came to Park Slope in 1962 it was 
eerily underused, and considerably more dangerous.   Now the park is thriving 
and a lot safer because of the presence of adults, children and their dogs 
utilizing the Park in social harmony.   Peer pressure has also ensured that 
people pick up after their dogs, when they never used to do...an excellent public 
health benefit.   Off-leash hours for dogs are beneficial for both humans and 
canines.

Please vote to support this wonderful policy.   Thank you.

Lois Carswell
14 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Resolution Comments - Full Support for Amendment to Article 161 of the NYC Health Code/  meeting Nov. 1, 2006 Page 1

From: "Steven O'Hara" <artdlr@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006 11:18 AM
Subject: Full Support for Amendment to Article 161 of the NYC Health Code/  meeting Nov. 1, 
2006

Steven OoHara
171 East 84th Street
New York, NY  10028

October 15, 2006

Attention:
Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the NYC Board of Health
125 Worth Street
New York, NY  10013
VIA EMAIL

RE:  Support for amendment to Article 161 of the NYC Health Code

Dear New York City Health Department:

I am writing to express my full support for your proposed amendment to
Article 161 of the NYC Health Code, for which a public hearing will be held
several weeks from now on November 1st, 2006.

I have a one year old retriever puppy with whom I visit Central Park at
least once a day, often more.  I believe she is a much happier and thus
better behaved animal because of the early morning opportunity the leash law
provides me to get her the exercise she needs so badly.  There are far too
few dog runs in New York City, and the few that do exist are often
overcrowded.

I also believe it obvious that there are all kinds of ancillary benefits to
the leash law, including more people in the park in the early and late hours
lowering crime, better socialized animals and thus less aggressive animals.
I also believe there to be many others who donot own dogs, but who enjoy the
presence of the dogs in the park.  It is a shame that there arenot a couple
of dog runs in the park as well, and that the open leash hours are so
restricted.  But the present situation is far preferable to the alternative.

I have lived in this city for my entire life, paying much in taxes (that
have supported this park) along the way, and must say that I resent that so
little effort seems to be made to accommodate the needs of the hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkos dog owners and their pets.  About a year ago, just
before I acquired my puppy, I purchased a bench in the park in order to
support the efforts of the Conservatory and Parks Department.  Now I am
asking you to pass this proposed amendment to help me provide my dog the
necessary exercise to make her a happy, better socialized citizen of New
York City.  DOG OWNERS NEEDS COUNT TOO.

Thank you for proposing this very worthwhile amendment.  You have my full



Resolution Comments - Full Support for Amendment to Article 161 of the NYC Health Code/  meeting Nov. 1, 2006 Page 2

support.

Sincerely,

Steven OoHara



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: <KatBenn8@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 15, 2006  9:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  





























































































































































Resolution Comments - Off-Leash Dog rights Page 1

From: Leila Ferioli <leilaferioli@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  9:22 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Dog rights

To Whom it May Concern:

I fully support the 20-year Offleash Hours policy for
many of the reasons that you are probably already
aware of.  I really don't see any reason why something
can't be worked out that satisfies most people.  After
all, we're only in the parks till 9:00 am.

I have heard that there are some people who have been
going around taking pictures of "law breaking dog
walkers" who allow their dogs off-leash at illegal
times in illegal spots.  I would like to point out
that a law against off-leash at any time is still not
going to prevent some people from breaking the law. 
That should be fairly obvious from the fact that we
have lots of laws on the books and plenty of people in
our jails.

Regards, 

leila ferioli

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: "Ilene Smith" <ismith18@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  6:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



Resolution Comments - Please save the off-leash policy! Page 1

From: Tylan Greenstein <ty@girlyman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  4:21 PM
Subject: Please save the off-leash policy!

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to urge you to preserve New York City's off-leash policy, 
section 161.05 of the health code.  This successful 20-year old policy, 
which recognizes the need for designated off-leash hours for New York 
City's dog population, should be finally made official.  Far beyond 
being simply a quality of life issue for humans (which it is for 
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers), it is an issue of the humane 
treatment of animals.  Any dog owner knows that dogs and especially 
puppies require a certain amount of off-leash exercise in the same way 
they require food or water.  Without daily exercise, behavior problems 
develop and city life quickly becomes unlivable for canines.

I understand this in a way I didn't just three months ago.  On the 
Fourth of July I rescued a lab-terrier mix named Kali from the North 
Shore Animal League.  Having a puppy was a lot of work, but I never 
could have anticipated the sheer amount of energy that a young dog can 
have--they literally bounce off the walls!  At first I was completely 
overwhelmed.  Fortunately it wasn't long before she had all her 
required shots and could start making friends and working off some of 
that natural puppy energy outdoors.

Since that first day in Prospect Park, Kali and I have not skipped a 
single morning.  She has found a community of dogs who chase each 
other, fetch, play, and come home ready for a long nap.  I have met an 
amazing community of people and look forward to our mornings, even 
though I have to wake up so much earlier than I used to.  It is the 
best part of both of our days.  And we're all done before 9am!  The 
community of dog-owners I have met is conscientious and respects the 
park space by cleaning up after their dogs.  It seems to me that having 
just a few hours a day in designated locations to keep the city's dog 
population healthy should be a given.

In fact, I think it is outrageous that anyone would want to take this 
away. The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful 
public health policy.  It encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  It promotes responsible 
dog ownership, and should be made official at long last.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Tylan Greenstein
Brooklyn, NY
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From: "Kelly O'Keefe" <kok1922@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  1:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of the off-leash policy for dogs in public parks.  I do not own a dog nor do I ever 
want to own a dog - I don't even particularly like dogs - but I do think that the off-leash hours add quality 
of life for those who own dogs and for the dogs themselves.

As an early morning runner, I welcome the presence of all the dogs and owners in Prospect Park. In all 
my years of running, I have never felt unsafe because of the dogs. On the contrary, the presence of the 
early morning dogs/owners makes me feel more safe.

Sincerely,

Kelly O'Keefe
Brooklyn Resident

 
---------------------------------
 All-new Yahoo! Mail - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster.
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From: "cmplaza@juno.com" <cmplaza@juno.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006 12:12 PM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am a dog owner who has been living in NYC for 4 years and I honestly have been just amazed at how 
well the offleash hours work and the benefit it provides to both the residents of this city and the dogs they 
love.  I have never seen any problems - to the contrary, everyone does their part to ensure that the parks 
are kept clean of dog waste and that the rules are respected.  I cannot begin to tell you how much this 
policy has improved my dog Gracie's quality of life, and in turn, my own. I spend time in the park 
socializing with other dog owners while our pets play, many of whom I would likely never have the 
opportunity to meet in this big and busy city.  
 
Please don't take this privelage away from us - especially because it has such a proven and longstanding 
track record of success. We would all be better off to put our energies into changing things about our dear 
city that would actually improve our collective health, rather than hurt it. I believe repealing the offleash 
laws would do just that - do much more harm than good.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corrine Munoz-Plaza
411 - 15th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: "ANN LANZILLOTTO" <lancelot@tmo.blackberry.net>
To: "Board  Of health" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Off leash

Dear board of health

My two beloved dogs and i depend on off leash hours in prospect park for our exercise, spiritual 
communion with nature, and sense of brooklyn community.  These hours and the activites we they spawn 
like our monthly off-leash "coffee bark" and our annual "Saint Francis blessing of the dogs" in the park 
provide For the only cross-class community activity in park slope where millionaire brownstown owners 
and the rest of us who rent and are pushed out to rising rents one by one, can mingle with joy.  

We, people with dogs, educate one another on the public health issues we need to safeguard for the 
public good.   We strive to abide by the law, keep the park clean, and respect other park patrons.

Do not cut off the god-given bond of human/nature/animal.  We need to run in the parks.

protect our off leash hours

You will be hard pressed to find a more responsible citizen group.  We control our dogsm we license our 
dogs and innoculate and socialize them.  

Sincerely
Annie lanzillotto
133 7th ave
Brooklyn, new york 11215

.
Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry from T-Mobile.  
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From: Fred Balboni and Geoff Collins <balbonicollinsusa@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  8:47 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs,
--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: "lynnpax" <lynnpax@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 14, 2006  4:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My first dog came to me w/behavior problems. All problems disappeared when I began to bring him to a 
run. 
The only dog that I have ever had w/aggression problems is the only dog I could not socialize at a dog 
run as there was not run locally at that time.

Over the years I have fostered aprox 12 dogs with behavior problems. Every single one of them not only 
lost their behavior problems but became great neighbors. The off-leash facilities kept them from the 
shelters. I love dog runs.
Sincerely,
Lynn Pacifico
720 Greenwich St #8D
NYC, 10014
lynnpax@earthlink.net
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From: "Betty Frumkin" <frumps@msn.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  9:40 PM
Subject: RE: Unleashed dogs in city parks

As a frequent user of prospect park and a longtime community activist I am expressing my opposition to 
allowing dogs to go unleashed in the city parks. Unfortunately in my morning bird walks and my evening 
walks I have seen dogs uncontrolled and unwatched by their owners. As a member of  the audubon 
society, prospect park alliance and propect lefferts neighborhood association I am opposed to allowing 
dog to go unleashed in  city parks.

Betty Frumkin



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code Page 1

From: Emily C Burrell <ecb273@nyu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  7:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To the attention of the NYC Health Board,
I am writing to express my strong support of the off-leash hours 
policy in New York City Parks. I am the proud owner of a sweet, small 
terrier who absolutely loves her off-leash privileges in the early 
morning. My dog, Leah, is quite talented and loves to practice her 
tricks in the park in the mornings. 

I have had countless people come up to me and ask me about Leah, and 
through this, have been able to get to know the people who reside in 
my neighborhood. Leah is also a "rescue" dog, meaning I got her from 
the Humane Society. I firmly believe that when people see how happy 
and well-behaved she is, they consider more seriously the option of 
adopting an unwanted dog or cat. Not to mention the fact that when I 
see her happy and well-adjusted, it gives me a sense of well-being 
also.

I look forward to the hearing on November 1st, and to meeting other 
dog owners who appreciate this privilege. I am sending here attached a 
picture of Leah.
Thank you very much for your time and attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Emily Burrell
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From: Todd Shirley <todd@shirbert.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  2:19 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Please support off-leash hours in city parks!

Aside from the obvious health benefits to dogs and their people, off- 
leash rules set clear boundaries for when dogs can be off-leash. In  
Prospect park, the vast majority of people obey the rules that dogs  
can only be off-leash between 9pm to 9am. If there is no time when  
off-leash is allowed, many people will no longer feel that they have  
to come to the park very early or late to let their dog off leash;  
they will just do it whenever they want. Abolishing off-leash hours  
will actually cause MORE dogs to be off-leash during prime-time park  
hours, when there are more people around who would not like it.

The current set-up works because it is a compromise - it allows off  
leash when there are very few other park users. This is the only  
policy that makes sense. Please support the amendments to make off- 
leash official.

Thanks for your time!

Todd Shirley
Brooklyn, NY
718-871-0533
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From: <Treeleigh1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  1:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Whom It May Concern;

I'm writing to express my support for off-leash dog hours in city parks. 

I was never a 'dog person' until I found my dog several years ago on the Long 
Island Expressway. I tried to find the owner but none could be found. I 
didn't know what I was going to do. 

I live in Park Slope and I found out about the off-leash hours. In the past 
three years I've taken my dog to the park once or twice a day where she plays 
ecstatically with other dogs. I've made many good friends and the entire scene 
is a magical one. I've never once witnessed any negative dog/human 
interactions.

I've come across many families and children during my walks who stop to pet 
my dog and talk. The off-leash hours are fair and one of the most sympathetic 
systems around!

Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,

Randall Kaplan
718.832.2663

_______________________________
Randy Kaplan
www.randykaplan.com
www.sonicbids.com/randykaplan
www.indieclectic.com
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From: Andrew Ayala <andrew@abmarketworks.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 12:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I support the  amendment to clarify the Health regulations for the  
following reasons:

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off- 
leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available  
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who  
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again  
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Very truly yours,
Andrew Ayala.
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From: <KHicks48@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 12:40 PM
Subject: Proposed changes to leash laws

Dear Sir or Madam;
 
    I am completely opposed to the proposed changes to  the leash law and, 
further, believe that the current law should be enforced in  all parks, at all 
times, and in all areas of the parks.
 
    I have been attacked by a dog and my son was  attacked by a dog, both 
incidents being in Central Park.  On both  occasions, the dog owner was 
"surprised" that their dog would act that  way.
 
    I have also personally witnessed dog owners who  pretend not to notice 
their off leash dog excreting in the park, ignore the  rules relating to the 
bridal paths, and the areas that are supposed to be  protected in the north end.  
They also allow their dogs to chase birds and  squirrels.
 
    Please do not make the situation worse than it is  now.
 
Kenneth HIcks
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From: "Jeanne-Marie Bossong" <yourleprechaun@hotmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 12:31 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

As a frequent visitor to NYC Parks, I wish to express my disapproval of the 
change in the law which would allow unleashed dogs in these areas.  My 
experience has usually been, when encountering an unleashed dog, that the 
owner reassures me it is friendly and harmless.  Having been jumped upon and 
muddied, I can do without such friendliness, not to mention the disturbance 
and fright that often comes with it.  On my way to work in Manhattan one 
day, I came upon a man whose hand was being mauled and torn by a dog, whose 
owner was unable to control.  I called 911 and the police responded, but I 
will never get rid of that horrifying image.  And the man's hand I am sure, 
will never be the same.

In addition, I am a birder, and watch as these animals chase and disturb the 
birds, eggs and young of ground nesting species.  They are in enough trouble 
without this added threat.  Further, I cannot  assume the owners are going 
to clean up after them in the thicket.

I like animals very much, but I want  to go to the park in reasonable peace, 
to enjoy nature without such disturbance.

Don't I have rights too?

Sincerely,
Jeanne-Marie Bossong
58-39 69 Ave.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

_________________________________________________________________
Get today's hot entertainment gossip  http://movies.msn.com/movies/hotgossip
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From: Glenn McAnanama <glenn_mcan@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 11:01 AM
Subject: Preserve off the leash, Keep our parks safe

Dear Health Dept Commissioner

Offleash Policy in
NYC has helped create an all-time historic record low rate of
dog-related incidents, which is beneficial for all New Yorkers, dog
owners and non-dog owners. Well socialized and exercised dogs are in
everyonens interest. But also, dog owners and walkers really do help keep the parks safe at off hours by 
providing eyes on the street that deter the criminal element from preying on lone passersby. If anything, 
we should be encouraging more people to own dogs to provide even more eyes in our city's parks, not 
discouraging them.

Sincerely
Glenn McAnanama
Founder, Upper Green Side
www.uppergreenside.org
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From: Richard Card <mcalcard@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 10:47 AM
Subject: Article 161

I wholeheartedly support the proposal to amend Article 161 to 
specifically allow for off leash dog walking.  This is one of the 
things about NYC that make it unique and great!

Sincerely,

Richard Card
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From: Tazio Hilbert <tazio@shirbert.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  9:55 AM
Subject: In Support of Ammendments to Section 165

Please keep our parks SAFE FOR ALL.

If you walk in NYC Parks during the fall and winter, when the days  
are short, then you already know the importance of keeping dog owners  
in the parks.  I walk in the park everyday, and I count on the dog  
people as a friendly force of park users who are there if I need  
help, and to make me feel safe and not alone.  Please consider all  
the YEAR-ROUND park users, before a vocal minority is allowed to  
sabotage our parks safety forever.

Please keep the parks DOG FRIENDLY by preserving off-leash privileges!!

Beth Hilbert
Brooklyn, NYC
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From: "Hilary Crook" <hilary.crook@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  9:40 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please change the law and protect the city from unexercised dogs. We
need off-leash hours in
City parks that do not have dog runs. Prospect Park needs off-leash
hours. There are so many dogs in the neighborhoods that surround the
park that I believe that the street will not be as safe if the dogs
don't have a place to run free every day.
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

Thank you for you time.

Sincerely,
Hilary Crook
and Bosco
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From: "Robert A. Saffer" <wassaffer@verizon.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006  5:20 AM
Subject: Off-Leash Privileges

Thanks in advance for your time and attention.

I am a dog owner in Brooklyn who lives within a block of Prospect Park.
I let my dog run offleash in Prospect Park about 2 or 3 times a week.

I am also a nature lover and greatly appreciative of the refuge that 
city parks afford
us.

My guess is that the people who take their dogs offleash in Prospect 
Park are among
the most concerned and conscientious in the city. Yet, there is a 
fairly consistent level
of damage to the park environment caused by our dogs and it is obvious 
the Parks
department does not have the resources to compensate.

Our dogs like to graze on the grass but often find some irresistible 
morsel is buried just
below the surface.   The digging instinct often takes over. In a matter 
of seconds, a dog
can dig a hole that ruins the lawn and may trip passersby. But worse 
still, where one dog
has dug, many more will continue. We offleash owners are likely to be 
engaged in
conversation and, too often, not watching our dogs carefully. Some of 
us just don't 'get it',
and allow our dogs to dig.

In addition dogs with strong hunting instincts often take off into the 
woods after squirrels,
rabbits or other wildlife. Obviously the concentration of many such 
predators is a detriment
to our Parks' wildlife and to the migrating birds that rely on our park 
as a waystation on their
journeys.

The availability of offleash privileges seems to encourage more people 
to get dogs and
also encourage more people to get larger and larger dogs (kind of like 
cheap gas and SUV's).
Larger dogs generally are not compatible with city living and are 
generally more intimidating
on the street and in the park.

The parks belong to the people, and at risk of alienating my family, I 
must say, my poodle is not a person.

Any offleash hours and locations should be strictly monitored and 
severely limited.
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Robert Saffer
580 11th Street
Brooklyn NY 11215
718 768 5488
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From: Leroy Street Dog Run <leroydogrun@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2006 12:43 AM
Subject: Save off-leash policy in NYC!!!!

Please amend the legislation to retain off-leash in NYC.

Sincerely,

Tod Wohlfarth
111 Barrow Street
#5D
NY, NY  10014
212.989.2717



Resolution Comments - Leash Law Public Hearing 

  
                                                                                  October 12, 2006        
                                                                              
Rena Bryant, Secretary 
Board of Health  
125 Worth Street CN-31 
New York, NY 10013 
 
                                                                               Re Proposed subdivision (b) of §161.05 
Dear Secretary Bryant: 
 
I am writing to register to speak at the public hearing on the (Leash Law) §161.05 specified in 
subdivision (b) of the Health Code on Wednesday, November 1, 2006, from 2PM to 4PM, Third-floor 
Boardroom (Room 330). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ronald Bourque 
2250 Brigham Street  Apt.3K 
Brooklyn, NY 11229 
 
Phone: (718) 648-1684 
Email: ron.jean1@verizon.net 

From:    "ron.jean" <ron.jean1@verizon.net>
To:    <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date:    10/12/2006 7:51 PM
Subject:   Leash Law Public Hearing

Page 1 of 1
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From: Harvey Hollander <hh4307@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  5:19 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

NYC needs to keep the off-leash program it has proven to be a succcess over the last 20 years.
  Prospect Park is a MODEL OF PUBLIC SPIRIT AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP DOGOWNERS.
   
  Thank you
  Harvey Hollander
  430 7th St.
  Brooklyn NY 11215

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.
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From: Mike Bryant <mbryant@nyc.rr.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  5:04 PM
Subject: "Leash Law"

I am a donor to the Central Park Conservancy yet remain perplexed as to why
dogs are allowed to roam free, intimidate and foul the grounds.

Although many dog owners are conscientious and responsible, there are a
minority who most certainly are NOT.

Please retain and ENFORCE the existing leash laws in all City parks.

Michael Bryant 
420 East 72nd Street
NEW YORK NY 10021
-- 
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From: Diana & Joel Robinson <jayzed@pipeline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  3:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash policy!
Diana Robinson 



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: <BPRothberg@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  3:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Barbara
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From: <MedicinePaws@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  3:12 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy 161.05 of the Health Code

Greetings,

I agreed to this statement and would like to add one thing, Off leash dogs 
must be under the Pack leaders control, that would be the owner, if not, I am 
concerned,  I am a dog rehabilitator and people trainer, and suggest that people 
who want to have an off leash time with their dogs take a class or can 
demonstrate they have control.  How to do this I dont know.  I would be willing to 
help.  Maybe a demo of well trained dogs in obedience, herding, agility and 
then classes to show them how to achieve this with their dogs.  Most people would 
love to be the pack leader of their dog and the dogs love it also. Its done 
with masterfull energy and love. When owners see the difference it makes in the 
relationship with their dog they become more proud and aware of the dogs 
needs, exercise, decipline, then affection......

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible 
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since 
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; 
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.
Please amend section 161.05 of Health Code

Thank you

Trish Stillwater
RehabilateDogsTrainPeople
845-707-0422

CC: <indo@nydog.org>
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From: Nickey Henry <henryn@mail.rockefeller.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  2:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Ms. Bryant,

As a resident of Brooklyn, NY (for the past 20 years) and an owner of 
two dogs, the off-the-leash policy is crucial.

Anyone who lives in Brooklyn knows there are only two large 
parks....Fort Greene and Prospect Park.
Prospect is the closest thing Brooklyn has to a Central Park. I am smack 
in the middle of the two parks and fortunate enough to be able to use 
them. Fort Greene I use during the week and Prospect on the weekends.

These parks allow my dogs and I some peace and quiet from all the hustle 
and bustle of the city. I work five time a week, 8 to 10 hours a day, 
with a 30 minute commute into the city. They get 45 minutes to an hour 
with me, in Ft Greene, before I leave for work (8am). For the rest of 
the day they are trapped in the house. They have a walker, who takes 
them during the day for an hour, but on a leash. When I come home from 
work they get another 30 to 45 minute walk, but on the leash. I could go 
to Ft. Greene and let them have their time off leash, but it's 9pm and 
dark. I'm a single women (5'2",120lbs) with two small dogs.... I don't 
think so. Plus, I'm a morning person and so are my dogs. We all crash 
around 9:30pm.

If the off-the-leash hours are removed what are they to do? Are you 
going to build more dog runs?
And please don't tell me that my dogs are small and don't need the 
off-the-leash experience. Their dogs, they all need it. It's a great 
reward for all the work they do. Guarding homes, stores and just plain 
old companionship.

I can honestly say that every case of attacks in NY were due to 
unsocialized dogs and uneducated owners. Those ignorant dog owners who 
lock their dogs up or think a backyard of 10 x10 is sufficient enough. 
Till Grover breaks out, then it's his fault and he's put down. Why not 
punish those owners and leave the off-the-leash policy to the dog owners 
who are doing the right thing. Socializing, registering, and training 
their dog.

Thank you,
Nickey Henry
Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, NY
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From: <RDavis1902@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006  2:06 PM
Subject: Off Leash Laws 

I am a voter and tax-payer & I am strongly in favor of allowing dogs to  have 
"off-leash" time. I have seen that when dogs are allowed to socialize &  
interact there are many less biting incidents and the dogs are much  calmer & much 
easier to handle.
 
If NYCity does not allow natural interactions, we will have  UNNATURAL 
interactions, ie: unfriendly dogs that do not know how to get  along with strangers. 
Come to Prospect Park Long Meadow between 7-9AM and meet  the friendliest, 
healthiest collection of dogs & people!!  
 
R.Davis, Responsible Dog Owner



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code Page 1

From: "SANDRA" <sgonchar@fhcsny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006 12:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

.

To whom it may concern, I am writing to you to let you know how very important it is to responsible dog 
owners to continue with our off leash privileges.
I have owned a dog most of my life and currently have 2 dogs that are licensed by the DOH. They have 
numerous Obedience titles and agility awards and one is a Pet Therapy Dog. My dogs enjoy their time in 
the park and are indeed better citizens than many who frequent the park and trash  and vandalize it. I 
always clean up after them and have never experienced any issues.
Many dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
 The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I ask that you help save these privileges.

Thank you for your consideration

Sandy Gonchar
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From: "Rocky H. Aoki" <R.Aoki@benihana-of-tokyo.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006 12:01 PM
Subject: AGAINST Amending Article 161 of the NYC Health Code

Many New Yorkers have dogs.  These dogs are sometimes the only family a New Yorker has. A city dog 
needs a place where he can run free before he is alone at home all day, and then after his mommy or 
daddy comes home from work, a dog needs to be
able to have some exercise to work off the frustration and loneliness that has built up during the day.  
Giving them this time
twice a day is valuable from the emotional and physical viewpoint of both the dog and the owner.  Not to 
mention that dog who protected his mommy when a man tried to rape her in Central Park.  The City of NY 
eventually gave the dog a medal!  Please do NOT give in to some maladjusted individual from Brooklyn 
who can't empathize with the rest of us animal-lovers. 

Sincerely,

Keiko & Rocky Aoki
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From: <East296@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 12, 2006 11:37 AM
Subject: (no subject)

I am writing to express my support for NYC’s off-leash hour policy in  city 
parks. This policy benefits New Yorkers in many ways. It brings thousands  of 
people into city parks during off hours making them safer for everyone. It  
gets people out, walking and socializing, and improves the health of both people  
and their dogs. Off-leash hours keep an important constituency in the city,  
donating to our parks, to the benefit of everyone. 
 
I personally give money to support the parks, in part because of the  
benefits to my family and dog. I also find that dog owners always clean up after  
their dogs and help to keep the Prospect Park a well maintained community  
resource.
Keep NYC’s  off-leach hours policy as it currently stands. 
Thank you,   
Elizabeth  Schnee 
296 East  Fourth St, Brooklyn NY  11218 
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From: <Mhassler92865@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  4:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
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From: <Haskell30@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  4:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I  support the proposed Board of Health amendments that promote responsible 
dog  ownership and help to foster a sense of community in my neighborhood.  The 
 ability to have my dog offleash with other dogs, and their responsible 
owners,  has been a great experience for both of us.  Having a dog in Manhattan has 
 been a great experience for my wife and I, and I believe the ability to let 
her  offleash to play with other well behaved dogs has made her happier and 
safer to  have around others.  Our dog was adopted from a shelter, as most NYC 
dogs  are...the ability to allow them to socialize in small numbers has been  
great.  
 
I  constantly run into people who do not own dogs who see these dogs playing 
in the  early morning hours.  They want to know where the dogs came from and  
consistently express their desire to rescue an animal.  A well exercised,  
socialized dog makes a great pet and only enhances the lives of New Yorkers who  
are fortunate enough to own a pet.
 
Please  consider the amendment to Sec 161.05 to the Health Code, knowing that 
this  policy serves only to enhance the life of dog's and their owners, and 
does  absolutely no disservice to other New Yorkers who are in the park after 
9pm or  before 9am.
 
Respectfully,
 
jeff  smith
haskell entertainment
250 east houston st, suite 2G
new york, ny  10002
212/477-0008
jsmith@haskellentertainment.com 
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From: Jai Griem <jaigriem@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing this e-mail in support of amending the health code to  
save the off-leash policy allowing dogs to play off-leash at certain  
designated hours.

Dog owners are an important presence in New York City parks.  The off- 
leash policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners  
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which both fosters a  
sense of community, and keeps the parks safer, as these dog owners  
are present and therefore monitor the park in the late evening and  
early morning hours.  The off-leash policy is a good compromise  
between the hundreds of thousands of dog owners and other users of  
the park, since it is limited to certain hours and to certain  
designated locations.

Jai Griem
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From: Carla Michelini <carla.michelini@hynyc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy! Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I myself do not allow my dog off-leash in the parks, because he is prone to
running away. That said, I heartily support the nearly 20 year off-leash
hours policy in NYC parks as a proven and successful community benefit. I
feel safer in the parks with dog owners congregating between 9pm and 9am. I
have never had a bad experience with an off-leash dog during those hours.
Please don't let a well-coordinated minority of dog-haters sway the Health
Board from codifying this longstanding tradition in NYC parks. The love of
dogs is one of the nicest things about New Yorkers.

Sincerely, 
Carla Michelini
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From: Stefanie Rinza <stefanie@carltonhobbs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Madam or Sir,

I would be most grateful if you could save the Off-Leash Policy 9pm -  
9am.

We have adopted four dogs from city shelters who have benefitted no  
end from their off leash run and socializing every morning. All their  
fears from the shelter have evaporated as a result of plenty of  
training combined with off leash running and playing.  I believe this  
kind of exercise is a vital part of their therapy and crucial for  
their long term emotional and physical well being.  Seeing these poor  
creatures so happy is the highlight of every morning for me.

I would not adopt another dog from a New York shelter if I were not  
able to give them the exercise they so desperately crave and deserve.

With many thanks for your kind consideration,

Stefanie Rinza
Managing Director
Carlton Hobbs LLC
60E93rd Street
New York
NY 10128
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From: "Alison Walsh" <alison.walsh@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:00 PM
Subject: Supporting off-leash hours in city parks

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing in support of off-leash hours for dogs in New York City parks.
I have been taking my dog to parks in Brooklyn since I got her, for about a
year, and it is one of my favorite ways to enjoy what little green space
there is in a city this size.

I see a great number of dog owners enjoying this time, and I feel confident
in saying that this is a responsible group of people who abide by the city's
laws.

Please continue the off-leash hours so that city residents with dogs have
time to enjoy both their pets and their city parks.

Thank you,

-- 
Alison Walsh
175 Adams Street 7D
New York, NY 11201
(917) 647-2943
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From: Jennifer Thompson <jennifer@papress.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Department,

Owners and their dogs keep our parks safe. We are park supporters and  
park users. As a dog owner, I spend every day in Fort Greene Park.  
Please keep our off-leash hours!  By doing so, you will be ensuring  
the parks are safe and well used.

Many thanks,

Jennifer Thompson
Fort Greene Park user and dog owner
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From: <adrienneoconnor@peoplepc.com>
To: "** adrienne o'connor" <adrienneoconnor@peoplepc.com>, 
<resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:30 PM
Subject: adrienne's friends..use my letter:::Save the Off-Leash Policy,  Please Amend Section 
161.05 of the Health Code..

DEAR HEALTH DEPT,

1)   DOG OWNERS WITH BIG HEARTS ARE KINDLY ADOPTING DOGS FROM SHELTERS AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE CITY ( a.s.p.c.a., etc.)   THEN WE GET THEM HOME AND ARE TOLD ..DON'T 
BRING THEM ANYWHERE IN NEW YORK CITY ENVIRONS...
NOT STREETS , NOT PARKS, NOT BEACHES, NOT ANYWHERE..

2).LETS BE CLEAR ON THE REASON THE JUNIPER PARK ASSOCIATION ARE SUING THE CITY TO 
HAVE NO OFF-LEASH HOURS AND NO DOG RUN IN JUNIPER PARK: THEY  WANT ONLY ITALIANS  
(to couch it in nicer language than they used)
BUYING HOUSES IN JUNIPER PARK SO THEIR PROPERTY VALUIES DO NOT GO DOWN . THEY 
HAVE STATED AS MUCH AND WORSE IN THEIR MEETINGS

3)  --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  

4) --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  muggings are less likely when there is a 
canine squad.. bad guys seem to keep away from dogs, so the druggies also tend to move out of areas 
when the dogs are there, and the same with the graffiti vandals

5) --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on 
a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  

6) --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  

7) --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;  

8)  -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  some parks which are remote from the public should have discretion to have 
off-leash when no humans are using that park.

9) --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: Christopher Franko <franko@frankophonic.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:25 PM
Subject: Leash Law

I support the city's off leash courtesy. Because of this policy, my dog 
is a healthier, better-socialized pet. The park (Ft. Greene Park) near 
my apartment where we play off-leash every morning and evening is safer 
and relatively crime-free, especially in the fields where the dogs run 
off leash. The entire neighborhood benefits from the off-leash 
courtesy. It's not just the dogs that socialize. I actually know my 
neighbors, and in return, they know both me and my dog. Those few off 
leash hours each day truly, in my belief, contribute to the overall 
vitality of the neighborhood. 
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From: Peisar <peisar@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Sir or Madam,
We are New York City residents and a dog owner.  We are writing to support
the continuance of the dog off-lease hours around the City parks.  The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The dog
park encourages a sense of community among both non-dog and dog owners.  To
extinguish off-lease hours would be detrimental to the health of the dogs in
the City and dog owners.   Please continue to support off-lease hours.
Thank you.
Pei Pei Cheng & Cesar de Castro
Brooklyn Residents near Fort Green Park
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From: <CtinaP@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Member of the Board of Health,
 
As a New York City resident, I would be very upset if the off-leash laws  are 
revoked. The types of people who engage in off-leash activities  with their 
dogs are those responsible enough to care about socializing and  exercising 
them so that we have friendlier, happier dogs roaming the streets.  Additionally, 
I can vouch that the IRRESPONSIBLE dog-owners are those that  disregard the 
leash laws REGARDLESS of hours and rules. Taking away sanctioned  off-leash 
hours is only going to affect the MOST responsible dog-owners and not  the least. 
This is something that would only negatively impact the public.
 
Best,
 
Christina Prostano
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From: Virginia Hahn <vkhahn@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

 --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: DK Holland <dkh@dkholland.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

If dogs can run off leash in the larger city parks, we will have  
happier, healthier dogs and dog owners. Plus we will have monitored  
areas that would otherwise be unpopulated during the current off  
leash hours (since these are the hours that most people are not in  
the parks).

This is a real win win win situation!

One concern I have is the rules. Rules must be established, posted,  
monitored and maintained for off leash hours.

The people who don't know or follow the rules ruin it for everyone else.

Deborah K Holland
owner of Walt Whitman - 7 yr old cocker spaniel
frequenter of Fort Greene Park and Prospect Park
member of Fort Greene Pups

DK Holland llc
18 E 16th St
7th Floor
NY, NY 10003

Phone 212 255 6456
Fax 212 206 1083
Cell 917 361 1525

dkh@dkholland.com
www.dkholland.com
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From: chelsea altman <chelsterock@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:18 PM
Subject: off the leash hours

To whom it may concern, 
Please continue to allow the off the leash hours. It
excersizes the animals which ultimately calms them
down and makes all situations safer. there are so many
people in N.Y. with dogs, we need to offer reasonable
option for their freedom. A dog that is not given a
good workout is a much bigger risk to people than a
happy socialized dog. Plus dogs at off hours of the
night and morning offer safety in parks. Dog owners as
a group are willing to go the extra mile to clean up
the parks for their pets. Please don't abolish those
off the leash hours- Chelsea Altman.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: matt  grady <matt@plexifilm.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To Whom it May Concern,

We love New York City. The restaurants, the theater, the history and
museums. And we love knowing that in this great city, dogs have a place that
they can love too. The off-leash hours are such an important component to
our quality of life. We can live in the city, knowing that our dog can get
exercise and socialize during permitted times. It's wonderful, and makes for
much happier dogs and people.

It's just one of the many things that makes NYC so special.NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs and dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.

Please keep our off leash hours protected!

Thank you,

Raquel Pelzel, Brooklyn, & Labradoodle Laika
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From: "Daria Fessak" <dfess86@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Dept.

Please make off leash hours part of nyc law.

Off Leash hours promote the following:
    1.  The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy.
    2.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs.
    3.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours.
    4.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community.
    5.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
    6.  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks.
    7.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.
    8.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Dogs all across the city and their owners enjoy the off leash hours.  
Responsible dog owners, the majority in NYC, take advantage of off leas 
hours as a way to give much needed exercise to their pets, most of which 
live in small apartments without much exercise space.  Excercised dogs are 
happier, and friendlier.  Happy NYC dog make happy NYC owners.

Thank you.

Nestor and Daria Cervantes
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From: Sarah Lentz <sarahlentz@sprynet.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  7:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To Whom it Concerns,
Please help us keep our communities safe and alive with people and their
dogs.  Please help us keep our dogs healthy, socialized and exercised by
allowing limited hours for off-leash time with our dogs.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which
fosters a sense of community.  And access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.   Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations.  The proposed Board of Health
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sarah Dickinson and Doug the Pug
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From: "ms.reed" <reedjess@gmail.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:57 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Please, please, please amend section 161.05 to include off-leash hours in
NYC parks.
It is essential to my life as a New Yorker.
I have witnessed, time and time again, the many benefits to allowing dogs to
run around, off-leash and have not once seen any physical harm done to a
human by a dog during these off leash hours.
Before I was a dog-owner, I rarely walked through Fort Greene Park because
it felt either unsafe or uninteresting.
As a dog-owner and dog-lover, I spend time in the park daily.
I would not go into the park at night without all the dogs running around.
It makes the park user-friendly and safer.
The current off-leash hours allow my dog the exercise necessary to keep him
healthy and calm.
The off-leash hours bring the neighborhood together, as we recognize each
other as dog owners when walking through the streets and spend time
together, each morning and night.
The dogs remain friendly when off leash in the park, but once they are on
their leashes, they become more aggressive--they are protecting their owners
and not free to play.
Allowing the off-leash hours thus provides for more friendly exchanges
between pets.
Again, please continue to allow this important space for us by amending the
NY Health Code.

Jessica Reed
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From: <NormanL@gtlaw.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have had dogs in NYC for over 20 years.  The off leash policy is
critical to their well being and mine.  The parks are for everyone and
this has been a great compromise that has allowed all groups and
creatures to fully enjoy the benefits of our glorious park system.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Laura S. Norman
2 West 90th Street #5C
New York, NY  10024
--------------------------------------------------------

     Tax Advice Disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS under Circular 
230, we inform you that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any 
attachments), unless otherwise specifically stated, was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be 
used, for the purpose of (1) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (2) promoting, 
marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herein.

 
     The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information.  It 
is intended only for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient,  you are 
hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message. To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to 
postmaster@gtlaw.com.
  
--------------------------------------------------------
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From: Cynthia Barton <cynthia.barton@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to express my strong support for formalizing the off- 
leash dog privileges in NYC parks.  I have been taking my dog to Fort  
Greene Park and Prospect Park for nearly five years during off-leash  
hours and it is absolutely clear to me that the presence of dogs,  
their handlers and their admirers makes the parks safer, increases  
public interest in and commitment to the parks, and generally  
strengthens our community by connecting people.  I implore you to  
ensure the continuation of off-leash dog privileges in NYC parks.

Thank you,
Cynthia Barton

xxx Lafayette Ave,  Brooklyn 11238
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From: <valerie03@austin.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:26 PM
Subject: offleash policy

Members of the Health Board:
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
resticted to certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations.  Exercised and social dogs make for happy dogs and owners, positively impacting 
the NYC community as a whole.  Although I do not let my dog off his leash, he and I go to the park every 
day during off-leash hours so he can be mentally and socially stimulated.  He and I are much better for it.  
Please consider supporting the proposed amendments that clarify and strengthen the current Offleash 
Hours policy in NYC parks. 
Sincerely,
Valerie Campbell
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From: "Nathaniel Frank" <nf15@nyu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my strong support for formalizing the off-leash dog privileges in NYC parks.  I 
have been taking my dog to Fort Greene Park for nearly five years during off-leash hours and it is 
absolutely clear to me that the presence of dogs, their handlers and their admirers makes the parks safer, 
increases public interest in and commitment to the parks, and generally improves the public health of our 
communities.  I implore you to ensure the continuation of off-leash dog privileges in NYC parks.

Thank you.
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From: John Armstrong <john@john-armstrong.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to preserve a precious New York resource: the off-leash  
policy in our parks.

Visit the Long Meadow in Prospect Park some morning. Depending on the  
weather and the day of the week (I'm one of the diehards who come out  
regardless of the weather) and you will find hundreds if not  
thousands of dog owners talking, socializing, meeting new people --  
in short, being civilized.

So while others have written you about the benefits of this policy  
for the dogs (and this is no small matter: a leashed dog is a nervous  
dog; a nervous dog can be an aggressive dog) it is the benefits for  
our quality of life that matter most to me. When I travel on  
business, my destination is invariably suburbia. California,  
Massachusetts, Texas: it's all the same. Alienated people in  
alienating spaces. New York preserves a social framework, and these  
frameworks should not be lightly discarded.

Sincerely,

John Armstrong
519 10th St
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: "Paul Kowacki" <pkowackidc@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Please protect and expand the Off-Leash hours policy. The Off-Leash activities are a valic use of the city 
parks by residents, for a very limited part of the day, in a limited area.  The good that the activity does is 
overwhelmingly more positive than not having it, both for the health of the dogs, and of the residents.   
Paul Kowacki
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From: "Dvorkin, Robert" <dvorkin@sewkis.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

dear sirs/mesdames,

i have been a very responsible dog owner for the entire time i've lived in
the new york city environs, almost 18 years.  i love the park spaces the
city offers and enjoy them regularly and often with my dog.  i make it a
point to obey the existing laws and never have my dog off-leash when it's
not permitted.  i always pick up after my dog, and always pick up other
people's trash (bottles, bags, etc.) while i'm there.  my pooch and i enjoy
our time there very much.  we generally visit prospect park on saturday and
sunday mornings.  it's his only opportunity to run free for an hour or so.
we've never had a problem with anyone.  we're both good boys!

please, help keep new york a civilized place.  we dog owners are very
responsible people and we truly love our parks and our dogs and want to take
very good care of them both.

thank you for your time.

sincerely,

robert dvorkin
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From: "Dara Erck" <DErck@iavi.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community;  

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;  

 -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations; 

 --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Sincerely,

Dara Erck
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From: <georgekerasiotis@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  6:01 PM
Subject: Off Leash Privledges

 Dear Sirs,
 
I am writing to ask you to please vote in favor off leash privileges in our NYC parks.
 
This wonderful practice has been in effect for the past 20 years and has a proven track record improving 
the safety of our parks because of the large number of responsible dog owners out and about during the 
off leash hours. As a result, the parks are less isolated and and there have been fewer rapes and 
robberies over the years; in fact the Canadian city of Toronto is in the process of adopting  the off leash  
model used by Prospect Park in particular.
Yes, occasionally there are a few incidents of aggressive dogs threatening people somewhere in the city, 
but they are far and few between compared to the thousands of dogs running and playing in our parks 
during off leash hours, in the approved areas almost every day, year after year.
I truly believe that there will unfortunately always be  ugly incidents even if all off leash privileges are 
banned forever. Nine times out of ten they are the result of irresponsible dog owners who encourage their 
dogs to be aggressive and never follow the rules. These people will let their dogs off leash wherever and 
whenever they choose in violation of any laws.
As usual, the law abiding citizens will follow the law, keep their pets on leash at all times  and their dogs 
will be denied the right to exercise and socialize.
 
Respectfully yours,
George N. Kerasiotis
1507 8th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215
georgekerasiotis@aol.com
 
  
 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.
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From: Karen Cook <klcook@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I'm writing to support the off-leash policy. I live near Prospect Park, 
and this policy has encouraged me to make daily visits to the park. 
Frequently, in early mornings or late evenings, the only other park 
users I encounter are people with dogs--and I do believe this is a 
factor in making the park safer. It is of course possible to walk a dog 
on a leash, but there is something psychically freeing about walking 
side by side with an untethered animal, watching it play in a far more 
sociable way than it does on leash. Abstract as it may sound, I feel a 
sense of openness that calms me and may make me a better citizen 
throughout the day. I have often said that I needed a dog to walk 
me--to provide for my exercise and outdoor time. Having this 
pleasurable outlet brings me to the park day after day, deepening my 
appreciation of the environment and the seasons and the migrations. I 
have become a financial contributor to various groups that support the 
park and to local environmental groups (including bird-watching 
associations such as Audubon) as a result of this experience. The fact 
that off-leash rules bring so many people to the park means that I have 
access to the wider community of my neighbors if I want it--the dog 
walkers and the groups that have sprung up around them have become a 
valuable source of civic information. I encourage the health department 
to preserve this valuable privilege.

Thank you,
Karen Cook
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From: <Brigittedewever@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:52 PM
Subject: In support of Amnedments to section 165

To whom this may concerns,
 I have enjoyed the park with my small dog as a place to gather with two and 
four legged friends and I have never seen in my entire life a location where 
people are friendlier and more concerned about the well being of others and the 
environment. Every Saturday and Sunday for only a few hours before nine 
o’clock everyone talks and plays with dogs in the most serene manners. I am chocked 
that anyone would want to stop us from that having that already restricted 
time of pleasure that is healthy for dog owners as well as dogs. The interaction 
with dogs has been proven to be an asset in improving the health of people 
even in hospitals and to help in the cure of depression. If we need the dogs, 
the dogs need our care and the playing in the park is a two ways therapy for the 
people who use the park during the off-leash time. Further more people going 
to the park at the limited time to play and walk their dogs have made the park 
safer. Please do not take this away from us. I am in support of the 
amendments to section 165.
 Thank you
 Brigitte de Wever
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From: angela gentilcore <rycore@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

please save the off leash policy...sincerely, Angela Gentilcore
owner of a beautiful Shetland Sheepdog who runs every morning in 
Prospect Park
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From: "Dawn Rockas" <drockas@SDCVB.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to save the off-leash policy in the NYC area.  We dog
owners are respectful of our off-leash hours, keeping our parks clean
and building a strong sense of community ownership.
It would be like saying that no children are allowed in NYC playgrounds.
We don't want that, nor do we want our off-leash policy to cripple our
community.
Please amend section 161.05 of the Health Code.  It will be the best
decision every!

Thank you,

Dawn D. Rockas
511 12th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this
e-mail and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this
information by a person other than the intended recipient is
unauthorized and may be illegal.
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From: Douglas Barnes <douglas@salguod.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

One of the wonderful aspects of living in the Boerum Hill neighborhood 
of Brooklyn is the ready access we have to the off-leash hours at Fort 
Greene Park and Prospect Park.  I was saddened to learn of the lawsuit, 
and I continue to be bewildered by the opposition to the sensible and 
well-implemented policy of allowing off-leash access between 9 p.m and 9 
a.m. in certain parks in certain locations.

Off leash hours are a critical component of our quality of life.

The off-leash hours represent a sensible compromise between dog owners 
and the dog-averse public.  The hours available to dog owners are times 
when the relevant parks are traditionally little used, meaning there is 
very little cost to the dog-averse public.  The policy allows more 
people to get more benefit from existing park resources, and in addition 
increases public safety in the parks by drawing people in at times when 
the parks would otherwise be underutilized.

The off-leash hours are important times for both humans and dogs, 
increasing community ties among the people, while improving dog 
socialization and physical health.  Better socialized dogs means fewer 
bad interactions among dogs or between dogs and people.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Douglas Barnes
470 State St. Apt. 1
Brooklyn, NY 11217
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From: <sonicalc727@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:26 PM
Subject: Please Save Off-Leash Dog Hours...Changes My Life for the Better!!

Here is a story about why I so desperately need to have off-leash hours 
in city parks for my dog. Please read the whole story and listen to how 
these off-leash hours have changed my life, the life of my dog, and 
also the lives of other city residents as well as animals at city 
shelters....

When I adopted my pit bull mix Patti Smith from the AC&C animal shelter 
on 110th St. in Manhattan, in January of 2003, I thought she was a jack 
russell terrier. The shelter told me she was a "jack russell terrier 
mix" and I knew very little about dogs. But the type of breed she was, 
was not the problem. Even as Patti grew out of the carrying bag I 
purchased for her so I could take her on the subway, even as she went 
 from 15 pounds to 55 pounds in only a few months, and even as I began 
to realize she was a pit bull mix of some sort, none of these things 
were an issue for me. The biggest issue was keeping a dog this size in 
my tiny one-bedroom New York City apartment that I shared with a 
roommate. I was torn because I had fallen head over heels in love with 
Patti from the moment I set my eyes on her at the shelter and fought 
with a couple who also wanted to adopt her. But I also could not see 
how I could keep her while living in such a tiny space and only being 
able to walk her on leash. I weighed my options. Should I keep Patti, 
and move out of New York City, and try to live someplace where we could 
have a backyard? Should I move back with my parents in Jersey? Was it 
better for Patti to be with someone else who had grass and trees, and a 
place to run, where she wasn't being tugged around town with a leash, 
getting red marks and sores around her neck from her puppy energy?

I tried various leashes, collars, and harnesses. I ordered dog 
contraptions on the internet. I visited half of the pet stores in 
Manhattan, trying to figure out a solution to Patti's pulling, 
prodding, tugging, leaping, and constant need to yank, throw, and fling 
me down the street. I knew that she wanted to run and play like country 
dogs, and I didn't know what I was going to do with her, our problem, 
or my life in general. One day that winter, I was walking down the 
street, nearly in tears, as a woman sidled up to Patti and I with her 
dog and asked, "Have you been to Stuyvesant Park? We have a quasi dog 
run there that might help both of you." My heart started thumping 
faster...could this be? A dog run? I was just getting used to living in 
New York City, and nobody had told me about Stuyvesant Park. Tompkins 
Park was great, but it was much further from where we lived, and we 
were only able to get there a handful of times. An off-leash dog area 
at a nearby park would be ideal.

 From the moment I stepped foot in Stuyvesant Park, I knew my life had 
changed for the better. I opened the quasi dilapidated gates, took off 
Patti's leash, and watched as she ran with ecstatic delight, sniffing 
every piece of stone, rock, tree branch, and flower, along with every 
single dog in sight. I finally felt some relief. I was relieved that my 
dog had a place to run, free from a leash, free from harm's way of 
traffic and bicycles and skateboarders and whizzing ambulances and fire 
trucks, drunks on the street that would hit her, people that found it 
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funny to scare her or feed her their leftover chicken bones and spicy 
sandwiches, and all those things on the streets that come with the joys 
of living in a big, overcrowded city. I couldn't tell who was happier 
about the off-leash dog area, Patti or I.

That was nearly 4 years ago. Patti and I visit Stuyvesant 2 times per 
day, to utilize the off-leash dog hours. This has been our routine ever 
since that fateful day in January 2003. And I now volunteer at the 
shelter where I adopted Patti. When people are hesitant to adopt a 
larger dog because they feel they don't have enough space for a dog 
that size in their small apartment, I say to them "I bet you can find 
an off-leash dog run area that will allow your dog to let loose, have 
fun, and get some exercise." This is often the key to getting them to 
re-think adopting a larger dog. If they know there is an area for the 
dog to expel some energy, they are more willing to adopt a bigger dog. 
And the larger dogs - particularly the pit bull mixes - are constantly 
euthenized because most people want smaller dogs that don't need as 
much exercise. The off-leash dog runs and hours help entice people, and 
many of these otherwise doomed larger dogs get adopted out. But 
Stuyvesant is not an actual official dog run. It is an area where we 
got permission from the Parks Department to put up gates that we 
ourselves paid for, and we, as volunteers, open and shut the gates in 
the morning and evening for only a few hours at a time. It would be 
truly tragic if we lost our off-leash hours at Stuyvesant Park. I don't 
know what I will do. I certainly won't be frequenting Stuyvesant Park 
without the off-leash hours because of the dodgy things that transpire 
when the dogs and dog owners are not there.

I don't think people are taking into account the fact that dogs and dog 
owners together actually create a feeling of safety for New Yorkers. I 
have spoken with people in the park who say that they refuse to walk 
near the park or sit in Stuyvesant Park until the dogs and dog owners 
arrive, because "it isn't safe." There are the drug dealers, the 
indecent flashers, the horrible gang fights, and the creepy lost 
wanderers. I myself won't walk in with Patti until the off-leash hours 
are in effect. And once we are in the park with our dogs, the drug 
dealers move to the park across the street from us, the gangs split up, 
and people come into the park to drink their coffee in the morning, 
work on their laptops, and relax. Patients and doctors and nurses from 
Beth Israel Hospital come to sit and watch as our dogs run and play. 
Parents bring their children into the park to "look at the doggies."

I love New York City and I never want to leave. But I may be forced out 
of my home due to this lawsuit, because I love my dog too much to watch 
her lose the ability to run around without a leash attached to her 
neck. I think it is unfair to the animals to even think about revoking 
the off-leash dog hours, the only time that our dogs are able to act 
like dogs, to run and play in a safe environment. And I think that the 
city as a whole will suffer. The animal shelters will have an even 
harder time getting dogs adopted, the safety that dogs and dog owners 
bring to the parks will evaporate, and more people will simply violate 
the laws by risking fines and allowing their dogs to run off-leash 
anyhow, in areas not designated for them, which increases the risk of 
injury for both people and dogs.
-Amy Calmann, Manhattan
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________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.
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From: <Sadie1288@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  5:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

We love our dog.  Her name is Sadie and she is a 12 year old Golden  
Retriever.  She has been taking advantage of off-leash hours in Prospect  Park since 
she was a puppy.  We would hate for that to end.  It allows  dogs to play and 
frolic.  It allows owners to play with their dog's and  interact with their 
neighbors.  There is a community spirit that abounds in  the park.  We are 
caring, responsible dog owners who add a great deal to  life in Prospect Park.  
FIDO, the umbrella organization has donated trash  cans to the park to help with 
the litter problem (not the dogs but other  humans).  People feel safe in the 
park because there are so many of  us.
 
Dogs are man's best friend.  And our Sadie thinks everybody is her  best 
friend.
 
Please save the off-leash policy as it has worked well in the 12 years we  
have been using Prospect Park.
 
Thank you.
 
Richard and Susan Morell and Sadie
469 10th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Resolution Comments - article 161 of the nyc health code Page 1

From: "Stephanie Butler" <sbutler@libertytitle.biz>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  4:39 PM
Subject: article 161 of the nyc health code

I am writing to tell you how happy I am that dogs are allowed ( by the
unwritten rule) to be off leash before 9 AM and after 9 PM in Central
Park.  I have 2  small dogs who have an active social life and play ball
while I walk with them for an hour and a half every morning.  I have
never seen any kind of a problem with a dog bothering people.  In fact,
I am certain that the park is safer as a result of people like me that
wander back and forth at 6:30 in the morning.   Dog owners are
responsible and clean up after their dogs.  It is obvious if you look
around the park.  Most of us are generous contributors to the Central
Park Conservancy in response to the great love that we have of the park.
The mental and physical health of all of those who are able to play with
their dogs off leash are improved.  Dogs bring enjoyment to their owners
and to nearly everyone around them.  City dogs are social, loyal, and
reasonably well behaved.  The system has worked and there isn't any
reason to change it.  Eliminating the joy of romping in the park with
ones dog would be very sad - not as much for my dogs as for me.
Stephanie Butler

 

_____________________________

Stephanie Butler, Sr Vice President, Liberty Title Agency, One Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza, New York, NY 10017, 212.324.9206
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From: Jorge Magallón <jmagallon@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  3:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Because of teh Off-Leash Dog Policy in New York City, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs.

Moreover, access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   Since there are not enough dog runs available in the 
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.   

Therefore, the off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks; 
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  

George Magallon
45 E. Mosholu Pkwy  N Apt 4F
Bronx, NY 10467
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From: "Helene Ruddy" <hruddy@masorti.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  3:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off leash hours policy has brought many dogs and their owners to Central
Park during times that the park is not fully utilized. This has led to more
safety and enjoyment of Central Park. Dogs and people have enjoyed getting
to know each other in a fun, stress free environment which has promoted a
sense of community in a large city atmosphere.

 I feel strongly that the off-leash policy should be continued.

Sincerely,

Helene Ruddy
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From: Oneida Cintron <ocintro@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  1:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health Members,

I am writing to express my support for the Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene’s proposed amendments to
Section 160.05 of the Health code.

These proposed amendments will require the Department
of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules providing that
owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present
proof regarding licensing and vaccination information,
and that the public will be provided with information
concerning the times when and places where dogs will
be allowed off the leash in City Parks.

The off leash policy is a good public health policy
for people as well as dogs.  I support theses
amendment, which will clarify and continue the city’s
off leash policy because of the following:

1.      NYC has better socialized and exercised dogs
because of off-leash opportunities
2. Socialized dogs resulted in a low rate of dog bites
3. Off leash hours bring people into the parks early
in the morning and in the evening, and their presence
and vigilance makes parks safer
4. The amendment will encourage responsible dog
ownership, since they will promote licensing and
vaccination
5. The policy will provide a reasonable balance among
all park users since it is only during limited times
and in designated places
6. Dog owners use the parks as parents, athletes and
birdwatchers and want everyone to enjoy the parks
safely and responsibly.
Sincerely,

Oneida Cintron

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: "O'Connell, Meagan" <moconnell@incarnationchildrenscenter.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  1:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing as a New York City resident and dog owner in support of
saving the Off-Leash Policy and amendment of section 161.05 of the
Health Code.

The 20-year Off-Leash Hours Policy is a proven and successful public
health policy which brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, fostering a sense
of community for both people and for better socialized and exercised
dogs

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to overall park safety since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours;  as well as responsible dog ownership, since the proposed Board
of Health amendments promote City dogs being licensed and vaccinated.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks since it is only for certain hours and only in
certain designated locations. Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in addition to fostering quality of life for
dogs and owners alike.

I moved to Brooklyn, just outside of Prospect Park a little over a year
and a half ago. I was concerned about the drastic decline in the quality
of life that my dog and I enjoyed out in the suburbs, yet the move was
inevitable. I was wonderfully surprised to find out about the off-leash
hours in NYC Parks. I visit Prospect Park every morning before 9am with
my dog and I can honestly say that it is the best part of my day and the
best part about living in New York City. It is a time for my dog to
socialize and exercise, as well as solace for myself before heading back
into the fast-paced city life. 

I make sure to make regular contributions to NYC Parks because of their
commitment to the dog owners/lovers of the community and would continue
to do the same in order to ensure that off-leash hours are not impeded
upon. Preserving these privileges makes NYC a better place for dogs and
especially their loving owners.

I hope that you will take these points and arguments into consideration
during this very crucial time.

Thank you in advance for your time.

Sincerely,

Meagan M. O'Connell 
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From: Nancy Peterson <ndp9001@nyp.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 12:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I am writing in strong support of the NYC Parks proposed amendment to 
allow dogs off leash in NYC parks during designated hours.  As you are 
aware, the off leash hours are during the least busy times of the day 
and are a very successful solution to the multiple and varied 
constituencies who use NYC parks daily. 

--------------------

This electronic message is intended to be for the use only of the named recipient, and may contain 
information that is confidential or privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this message in error or are not the named recipient, please notify us immediately by 
contacting the sender at the electronic mail address noted above, and delete and destroy all copies of 
this message.  Thank you.

--------------------

This electronic message is intended to be for the use only of the named recipient, and may contain 
information that is confidential or privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this message in error or are not the named recipient, please notify us immediately by 
contacting the sender at the electronic mail address noted above, and delete and destroy all copies of 
this message.  Thank you.
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From: "Suzanne Jacoby" <SuzanneJacoby@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 12:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please continue the off-leash policy.  
The off leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog owners as it's only for certain 
hours. (from 9PM to 9AM).  The presence of dog owners and their dogs makes the park safer for others.  
New York City is outstanding for it's well socialized dogs due to the fact that they can be exercised and 
play together. Having a well exercised happy dog as a companion can promote health in its owner as 
well.  Dog owners use the parks as parents, athletes, and bird watchers and want everyone to enjoy the 
parks safely and responsibly.
S. Jacoby
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From: "Grace, Roger" <rgrace@fkks.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:56 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks after, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz Disclaimer

IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To comply with requirements imposed by the
IRS, we inform you that any tax advice contained herein, including
attachments, is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used by
a taxpayer to (i) avoid tax penalties or (ii) promote, market or
recommend a transaction or matter to another person.

This e-mail and any attached files are intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to which this mail is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. Any use, disclosure, copying or distribution of
this e-mail or the attached files by anyone other than the intended
recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail or collect call to (212)
980-0120 and delete this e-mail and attached files from your system.
Thank you.
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From: "Bob Vitalo" <rvitalo@berkeleycarroll.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: In support of Amendments of Section 165

Friends,

I am writing in support of the continuation of the off-leash policy for
dogs.  Making the parks available to dogs and their owners at these off
hours makes the parks safer and leads to a better quality of life for all

This arrangement has worked for 20 years and this good practice should be
supported and continued.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Bob Vitalo

Robert D. Vitalo
Head of School
The Berkeley Carroll School
181 Lincoln Place
Brooklyn,  New York 11217
1-718-534-6565
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From: jennifer kagan <kaganj@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:29 AM
Subject: In Support of Ammendments to Section 165

To the Board and Council Members:

I write to support the continuance of the current off leash policy in  
the NYC parks. Off leash hours provides exercise for dogs and  
community for humans. Thousands of people come to the parks fostering  
community and ultimately fostering healthy dog relationships. Dog  
owners keep the park safe and therefore more accessible to other park  
enthusiasts. Off leash encourages people to socialize and encourage  
dog training and positive dog experiences.

I am a frequent user of the park. In fact, I found my dog on the  
street and took her in. Now, she is healthy, well trained member of  
our community. I could only do this because of the accessibility to  
the parks. Without the park, she would have been a burden to the city  
stuck in a shelter somewhere or wreaking havoc on the streets of  
Brooklyn.  In fact, every Sunday I am in Prospect Park training with  
a team of dogs in advanced level obedience class. Just this gathering  
has imbued dog owners with a desire to involve their dogs and thereby  
increase the level of obedience and increase the relationship with  
their dogs.

It is only through this communion of people in the park with their  
dogs that promotes dog training and therefore healthy, happy dogs. In  
isolation, people are unable to create community dogs are unable to  
socialize and both of these lead to negative outcomes.  Off leash  
hours in the park are necessary for dog owners and their dogs. It is  
known that dog owners take an active role in making the parks better  
for all users of the parks.  By far, off leash hours have created  
nothing but a positive effect on our city and in our community.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Kagan

CC: <deblasio@council.nc.ny.us>
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From: "Jennifer M. Wise" <jmw@akc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Off-leash hours provide the socialization needed to reduce aggressive
behavior in dogs, makes the parks a safer place to be late at night and
early in the morning, and provides the city's 1.4 million dogs a place
to exercise in a city that offers only 50 dog-runs.  

 

Please keep our off-leash hours!

 

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this e-mail,

 

Jennifer Wise (& Molly the boxer)
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From: "David Rosenberg" <Davidr@iweiss.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  8:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

If you come to Central Park any morning you can witness the safe
interaction between dogs, dog owners and non dog owners

Thank you

David Rosenberg

President

I Weiss & Sons, Inc.
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From: Stephen Biegner <bsteve@panix.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  2:12 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

The off leash policy for dogs in city parks has been a great success 
in encouraging use of the parks at hours when they are otherwise less 
utilized, which helps make the parks safer for all. The community of 
dogs and owners who gather in Prospect Park is made up of responsible 
people who respect the rights of others in the park, and fosters an 
environment in which dogs are well socialized, and thus bettter 
behaved in all contexts. I urge that this policy be continued and 
formalized.
-- 
Stephen Biegner
bsteve@panix.com
Voice: 1.718.857.5931
142 Fifth Avenue, 3R
Brooklyn, New York 11217 USA
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From: lstoland@gmail.com
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 11:32 PM
Subject: article 161

I am writing to express my extremely strong and unqualified support for the
proposal to amend article 161 of the New York City Health Code to make
off leash hours for dogs official.  Thank you,
Sincerely,
Laura Stoland
Park Slope, Brooklyn
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From: "kim felsenthal" <kfelsen@hotmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006 10:03 PM
Subject: Off-Leash hours - Prospec Park

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a dog owner and a long-time resident, and home-owner, of Park Slope. 
The off-leash hours in Prospect Park should be made legitimate and become 
law. For myself as well as many other dog owners these hours are critical to 
the health and emotional stability of our pets. Living in a city such as 
ours, where sidewalks and streets are crowded with pedestrians and cars, a 
large open area that offers dogs a place to run and socialize is very 
important.

The hours, before 9:00 AM and in the evenings (usually after dark), are 
times when the park is not used by many people so the off-leash hours do not 
pose an inconvenience to the park's users. Additionally, the owners are, 
typically, very responsible and clean up after their dogs as well as abide 
by the time limits.

I hope that you consider making these critical hours into law.

Sincereley,

Kim Felsenthal, Ph.D. (Owner of Patience, 8 year-old mixed breed)
568 Carroll Street
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From: "Abigail La Pan" <alapan@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  6:29 PM
Subject: Please Preserve the Off-Leash Polic - Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health,

I urge you to preserve the off-leash hours in NYC parks.  It should be noted 
that a dog enjoying off-leash hours recent thwarted an attempted rape in 
Central Park, thereby increasing public safety.  In addition, the mental and 
physical health benefits to both the humans dog owners and to the dogs 
themselves of off-leash hours cannot be denied - playing ball and frisbee 
with our dogs keeps us happy and fit, and a well-exercised and contented dog 
is far less likely to have behavioral problems.

Please preserve off-lease hours by amending Section 161.05 of the Health 
Code

Thank you,

Abigail La Pan
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From: "Lisa L. Aguilera del Puerto" <ladelpuerto@ladplaw.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  6:24 PM
Subject: Health Code Amendment re: dogs

To Whom It May Concern:
   
  I want to express my support of permitting dogs off leash between the hours of 9PM and 9AM or earlier 
depending on the time of year and location.  I have been fortunate to have a dog enjoy the pleasure of 
running, jumping and playing in a supervised and safe environment within the confines of these 
restrictions.  Public parks are normally empty or closed during those hours.  Allowing dogs to run freely 
when the parks are empty seems like a reasonable use of the space.  The dog owners I know clean up 
after their pets and provide plastic bags for those who need them.  We go to Prospect Park and parks in 
Brooklyn Heights.  The areas are clean of feces.  I find more garbage left behind by the human use of the 
parks than the dogs' use.  Dogs are meant to run and play.  The humans enjoy interacting in the park 
while watching their dogs do what they do naturally.  The parks will be empty and lacking in positive 
activity during those times.  Not having neighborhood people enjoy
 their space with their pets will remove a sense of community and a form of bonding that we otherwise 
would not have.  The pets get their daily exercise and the humans get their daily dose of friendly 
neighborhood chatter.  They may get some exercise, too.  My kids love to join us interact with the other 
dogs and humans.  It's good for everyone.  Not using public space in a positive way and allowing it to 
remain empty provides an environment ripe for negative activity such as crime.  Please allow us to enjoy 
the little bit of green space NYC has to offer with our pets and our neighbors.  It's healthy for everyone.  
Thank you.
   
  Best,
Lisa L. Aguilera del Puerto
   
   

***************************** 
Lisa L. Aguilera del Puerto 
Attorney at Law 
412 13th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11215 
Tel. 212-745-9018 
Fax 212-624-0211 
ladelpuerto@ladplaw.com 
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From: <trabes12@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  6:14 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

   
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



Jane Trabich 
155 East 76th Street apt 3D 

New York, NY 10021 
 
 
October 16, 2006 
 
 
Members of the NYC Health Board 
Department of Health 
c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, 
Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street, CN – 31 
New York, NY 10013 
 
Dear Sirs and Madams, 
 
The off-lease law continues to serve the dog community well in Central Park.  Because of 
this law, our NYC dogs are better socialized and are able to get sufficient exercise.  As a 
result, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents (dog bites, etc.). 
 
As there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations. 
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  Also, this off-leash law promotes the adoption 
of many sheltered dogs each year as new pet owners have a responsible way to ensure 
their pets much needed fresh air and exercise during the off-leash hours. 
 
Please do not take away this privilege.  Dogs and dog owners would like to continue to 
use the park and keep it safe! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jane Trabich 
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From: "Matt Hare (NE USQ)" <Matt.Hare@wholefoods.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  5:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

 

It would be terrible if we weren't able to have our dog off of her leash
in the mornings.  We take her to the east river park every morning and
it's the only place she really run around and get exercise - the dog
park is too crowded.  

Alli Smith
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From: <Alise410@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  5:17 PM
Subject: Please save the off-leash policy

Dear Sirs and Madames,
The off-lease law continues to serve the dog community well in Central  Park. 
 Because of this law, our NYC dogs are better socialized and are able  to get 
sufficient exercise.  As a result, NYC is enjoying an historically  low rate 
of dog-related incidents (dog bites, etc.).
As there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  
parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners  and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible  dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  Also, this  off-leash law 
promotes the adoption of many sheltered dogs each year as new pet  owners have a 
responsible way to ensure their pets much needed fresh air  and exercise during 
the off-leash hours.
Please do not take away this privilege.  Dogs and dog owners would  like to 
continue to use the park and keep it safe!
Thank you,
Alise Ferency
1040 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10028
212 472 0919
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From: Reemtsma Judy <jreem@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2006  4:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in the park every day and it gives me great pleasure to see the  
dogs off their leashes having a high old time.  Who could not smile  
at them, and as we all know, smiling is very good for everyone's  
health.     The only dog I've ever seen in the park hat took the  
smile off my face, was a Pitt Bull who was on a leash and had bitten  
someone.    Please continue allowing the dogs to have the pleasure of  
cavorting and giving all of us the  pleasure of watching them.

Judy Towers Reemtsma
211 Central Park West
New York, NY 10024
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From: Bob Ipcar <bob@exitfive.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please make responsible off-leash time the law, not a privilege!

I have been an enthusiastic supporter of off-leash for the past eight  
years now. I'm a dog owner in Brooklyn's Prospect Park.  My dog is  
more socialized for having been exposed to the Park's off-leash hours  
than any dog I have encountered in the suburbs or the country - his  
attitude to strangers be they canine or human one of friendly  
optimism - an attitude that I would say is more typical of dogs in  
Prospect Park than any cyclist I have encountered there!

Bob Ipcar
342 16th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: "Sarah Frisch" <marsupialj@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:53 PM
Subject: please make off-leash hours legal

Hi,
I'm writing because although I don't use the off-leash hours in our Fort Greene Park (our dog is 
aggressive to other dogs), I think they are very important for the safety of our neighborhood. I know I can 
walk through the park at night because there are always dog owners congregated on the big field with 
their dogs playing. Most people stay out there for twenty to forty minutes and it makes a HUGE difference 
in the safety of the park and of our block, which runs right along the park. 

Last summer, at eleven at night, a woman was jumped on our block. The man shoved her into one of the 
cement yards by the garden apartment of a brownstone and threw himself on top of her. She screamed 
really loud, and a bunch of dog owners who were standing in the park, watching their dogs play off leash, 
heard her. They jumped the wall at the edge of the park, came running, and the guy ran off. The only 
reason a group of people were hanging out in the park at that time of night was the off-leash hours. 

There are a number of other stories like this in our park. Fifteen years ago, a group of dog owners 
decided to reclaim the park at night. (At that time, Fort Greene park at night was not somewhere most 
people wanted to be.) They met at the entrance every evening at 10 PM, and entered together as a 
group. Since then, our park has become safer and safer -- and I think it's thanks to the off-leash hours. 

Please make off-leash legal. We need it to keep our park and street safe. 

Sincerely, Sarah Frisch



From: <BSNONPRO@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:01 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

In London, England, there are no hours or rules for dogs. 
 
Aren't we grown up enough to share this wonderful city with everyone who  
pays taxes, loves the parks, and wants to use them with their families and pets.  
Is it fair for the bikers to urinate where they want, the runners to tramp 
down  our bushes, and the animals we love and care for to get less freedom and  
respect. I have lived in NYC four times. We all watch for law breakers. We 
pick  up trash as well as after the pets, and deserve the rights of this park and 
 protection of the city laws.
 
Are we going to end like countries that we say we are trying to change,  with 
rules that are discrimination and take away freedom. 
 
should this become a constitutional issue of freedom and rights. For  
goodness sake, think of the big picture. We must live in freedom, not in  fear. 
 



From: "Amanda Curry" <acurry@walshfamilymedia.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:53 AM
Subject: In support of Amendments to Section 165

I fully and wholeheartedly support off leash law in New York City.
I have a 7 month old puppy that I am raising in Brooklyn. Without off
leash law I would not have adopted her. Off leash provides socialization
and much needed exercize for dogs. Without it, dogs do not socialize and
become aggressive.
If the basis for repealing off leash is aggressive dogs, you should do
your homework a bit better. Every dog trainer in the world will tell you
that dogs that do NOT socialize become aggresive. Take away off leash and
you will have a city of aggressive dogs, that used to be well exercized
and well socialized.

Keep off leash or you lose a very caring taxpayer. I'll just move.

Amanda Curry
Marketing Director
Walsh Family Media LLC
718-858-1627
acurry@walshfamilymedia.com



I fully support off-leash law in NYC Parks.  
Off leash law is crucial to my living and happiness as a taxpayer in New York City.  
 
 
 
Patrick M. Walsh, Jr.  
President, Walsh Family Media LLC 
O: 212.380.1657 
O: 718.858.1627 
www.thecoolbeansmovie.com
  
 

http://www.thecoolbeansmovie.com/


From: "margaret mackey" <mmackey@inch.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

do not penalize dogs by legally making it a crime for our creatures to be 
off-leash in the parks.  the presence of our dogs maintains the safety of
the humans using the parks. the dogs and their owners maintain hygienic
conditions by not only disposing of feces in appropriate containers but also
picking up and disposing of trash left there by non-dog owners. the benefits
of dogs off-leash are unlimited.

SAVE THE OFF-LEASH POLICY.

margaret mackey
23 east tenth street
new york, ny 10003



From: "Walters, Damien" <Dwalters@us.nomura.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I'm writing to address the proposed Off-Leash policy review.  I expect
that to many of you it makes sense to rid our parks Off-Leash Dog
spaces.  However, this will only foster more aggressive dogs.  The
off-leash policy is a saving grace to responsible dog owners committed
to training a well behaved K-9.  The most important ingredients to
foster a healthy dog is exercise and socialization.  There are no
adverse affects to the community if off-leash is permitted.  I've seen
no evidence of unmanageable waste since most dog owners are responsible
citizens.  I hope that you continue to respect all citizens rights
including those with dogs.

    Thank you,

        Damien Walters 

Some bullet points.  

 

*
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful

public health policy
*

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs
*

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours
*

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community
*

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year
*

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks
*

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations
*

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: <PENNEHEG@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <htickle@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Aadam1891@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:47 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

dogs who are well exercised and well socialized are far less likely to show  
aggressive tendencies
 
KEEP OFF LEASH HOURS    ...........  PLEASE
 
keep dogs and their owners happy and healthy
 
Adriane Adam



From: "Matt Hennessy" <matt@bridgeprops.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:47 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I just wanted to drop a note about how the off leash hours benefit the parks
and the city in general. With people walking their dogs you have more people
out on the streets and in the parks, making them a safer place for all.
People are less likely to attack or assault others when other people are
around. Making neighborhoods safer and more accessible for recreation not
only for dog owners but others as well. Safer neighborhoods and parks
increase property values and can revitalize once considered dangerous
neighborhoods.

It also helps to exercise dogs of leash and to release some of their pent up
energy. They get to socialize with other dogs and as a result are more
friendly to other dogs and to people.

Please do not change the policy. My dog Pepper who is a rescue dog,
abandoned in the woods of North Carolina, will be crushed. She loves living
in NYC and getting out and about.

Thank you for your consideration,

Matt Hennessy
63 North 3rd Street # 304
Brooklyn, NY 11211



From: <rudnickj@mskcc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

It is imperative to keep our animals healthy and socialized.  It often appears that there are more animals 
than people in NYC and they serve a valuable role.  I am a neuro-oncologist at a cancer hospital and one 
day hope to have a therapy dog but I work with other therapy dogs.  These animals give us so much back 
and ask so little.  To not give them an area to stretch a play would prevent them from becoming the well 
adjusted adults they have become. 

Sincerely,
Jeremy Rudnick, MD
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From: <Aadam1891@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <CatPatE@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Thank you,
Patricia Enriquez
414 7th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: <BRepland@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours  policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying  an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours  policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are  present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The  off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners  and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of  community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages  people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each  year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,  the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours  (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <cadet@mskcc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Tammy Cade

 
     =====================================================================
     
     Please note that this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be 
     privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure under 
     applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
     recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this 
     message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
     reading, dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of this 
     communication or any of its attachments is strictly prohibited.  If 
     you have received this communication in error, please notify the 
     sender immediately by replying to this message and deleting this 
     message, any attachments, and all copies and backups from your 
     computer.



From: "Patrick Walsh" <pwalsh@walshfamilymedia.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: In support of Amendments to Section 165

I fully support off-leash law in NYC Parks. 

Off leash law is crucial to my living and happiness as a taxpayer in New
York City. 

 

 

 

Patrick M. Walsh, Jr. 

President, Walsh Family Media LLC

O: 212.380.1657

O: 718.858.1627

www.thecoolbeansmovie.com

 

 

CC: "'Amanda Curry'" <acurry@walshfamilymedia.com>



From: "Sallie Stutz" <salliestutz@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to 
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash 
privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.

Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health 
policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes 
to the current low rate of dog bites.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since 
we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We 
are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our 
beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community and leads to many friendships, canine and human;

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could not 
be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to 
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.

Sincerely,

Sallie Stutz
salliestutz@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________
All-in-one security and maintenance for your PC.  Get a free 90-day trial! 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwlo0050000002msn/direct/01/?href=http://www.windowsonecare.com
/?sc_cid=msn_hotmail



From: aaron stewart <bendablerubber@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

aaron stewart
http://www.bendablerubber.com
http://www.hornetinc.com



From: "Liz Maxwell" <lizmaxwell@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to urge your support for continuing the Off-leash policy for dogs in city parks.  I have been a 
dog owner for three years, and have found early mornings in Central Park to be a wonderful time with my 
dog, with other people with and without dogs, and with nature.  It makes for a well-socialized and 
well-exercised and therefore much better-behaved dog and it causes me to be in the park far more than I 
ever would otherwise.  It has helped create a great sense of community for me, and has made having a 
dog much more manageable and enjoyable than it would be otherwise.
Because of this policy, dog-related incidents in NYC are at a historically low ebb, and because of the 
presence of people like me and dogs like my Scout, the park is used and therefore safer in the early and 
later hours.
It would be tragic to lose this off-leash policy, which I believe is overwhelmingly used responsibly, and is 
of great public health benefit.  The proposed Board of Health amendments will strengthen it, and do much 
to resolve what problems there may be.  Please do all that you can to save it.

Sincerely,

(The Reverend) Elizabeth G. Maxwell



From: "tcotier@yahoo.com" <tcotier@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I've lived in NY for seven years, I've been a dog owner for five, and I've been going to Prospect Parks off 
leash events organized by FIDO for three years.  Prior to my discovery of the off leash hours, my dog 
Shane had excessive anxiety in any public situation.  The past 3 years at Prospect Park, off-leash, have 
socialized him completely, and we now have no worries about him biting a person out of fear. 
   
  Off leash hours allow dogs to become socialized properly, and allow their human counterparts to learn 
the ins and outs of responsible dog ownership.  This results in a population of people-friendly and 
dog-friendly dogs, which reduces significantly the number of bite incidents, and it also teaches the owners 
the importance of cleaning up after their pets and keeping them on leash in the appropriate 
situations/times.  
   
  Prospect Park in particular has dog owners to thank for its success in recent years.  When the park was 
in disrepair, and drugs and crime were a problem, it was the dog owners that kept going to the park, and 
sparked it's renewal.  
   
  It warmed my heart to hear that the Board of Health was taking a stance when this issue arose.  Pleas 
do go through with the amendment, it will promote a happier, healthier NYC for both dogs, dog owners, 
and the entire NYC population.
   
  Sincerely, 
  Tiffany Cotier
  87-21 Dumont Ave
  Apt.1B
  Ozone Park, NY 11417
   
  .
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From: kaori sohma <xokaori@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please do not end this great off leash policy, new york city!!



From: <ABend111@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours;  --The offleash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a 
sense of community;  --Access to offleash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the offleash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks;   -- The offleash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Karena Wells <kwells98@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:14 PM
Subject: Please Save the Off-Leash Policy

Please continue to support the off-leash policy in New York City parks. This 20-year-old rule has proven 
to be a successful public health policy. It ensures that dogs are well socialized and exercised, reducing 
dog-related incidents. It also helps to keep the human companions healthy through daily exercise. In 
addition to health benefits, the policy helps to support the adoption of thousands of otherwise homeless 
pets in the city.

I strongly believe that this policy represents a fair and healthy compromise between dog owners and 
non-dog owners who want to enjoy our public green spaces. I hope we can count on your continued 
support.

Many thanks,

Karena Wells
Brooklyn, NY



From: <NEWSYFOILS@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:12 PM
Subject: Save%20the%20Off-Leash%20Policy,%20Please%20Amend%20Section%20161.0 
5%20of%20the%20Health%20Code

We dog owners need the off lease priviledges in all the New York City Parks.  
This is the most humane way our dogs can interact with other people and other 
dogs in a non-confrontational manner.  There is a built in mechanism that 
discourages unneutered and aggressive dogs from interacting with the rest of the 
neutered dog population.   Most dog owners will discourage un-nuetered dogs 
from interacting with nuetered dogs because of the aggressive outcomes.  We are 
confident that the off lease priviledges
will continue to provide our dogs with the necessary excercise our dogs need 
to chase and fetch balls, squeak toys, fetch toys or just chase each other in 
safe spaces away from traffic.  Many of us are aware that this is the venue we 
need to make our dogs 
happy and tired after an hour or half hour of strenous excercise.  Without 
this venue
our dogs could with all left over pent up energy morph into bored and 
destructive behavior.  We need all parties to understand that by in large most of the 
dogs and dog
owners have no need to own and train aggressive dogs.  Our reality is that we 
have dogs 
that interact with other dogs and dog owners in a friendly positive manner.  
Any behavior outside these parameters are basically unacceptable.

Anthony Tsang Yee
newsyfoils@aol.com



From: "Horwitz, Shelley" <HorwitzS@UJAFEDNY.ORG>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

UJA-Federation cares for those in need,
rescues those in harm's way, and
renews and strengthens the Jewish people
in New York, in Israel, and around the world.



From: "mister_coffee@mindspring.com" <mister_coffee@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Neighbors on the Board of Health,

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

yours,
Sam Elwitt
Brooklyn, NY



From: "birdy smith" <birdy_smith@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  --Access  to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
  --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

                                                        Thank you
                                                          Robin Swenson

_________________________________________________________________
Find a local pizza place, music store, museum and more…then map the best 
route!  http://local.live.com?FORM=MGA001



From: David Milch <DMilch@PerpetualLicensing.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:35 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

My contributions to the NYC parks, and Central Park Conservancy will end if
you do not allow dogs off leash.  Period.  I will no longer support anything
the parks have from vendors, to concert tickets to participation in events.

The best way you people seems to understand things is through money, and my
support and every person I can influence will end.

This is insanity.  You cannot let 5 freaks in queens change something that
has worked for 20 years.

Be sensible

David Milch
12 East 86th Street
NYC



From: <HIgleheart@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

THE OFF LEASH POLICY HAS BEEN ONE OF THE REASONS WHY I LOVE NEW YORK. IT IS A 
JOY FOR ME TO GET UP EARLY ON THE WEEKENDS AND HEAD TO THE PARK, KNOWING THAT 
MY DOG WILL BE ABLE TO RUN AND SOCIALIZE WITH OTHER DOGS. WHEN I HAVE OUT OF 
TOWN VISITORS I MAKE SURE TO BRING THEM WITH ME TO SHOW THEM THIS WONDERFUL 
SIDE OF NEW YORK LIVING. IT WOULD BE A SHAME TO LOSE THIS OPPORTUNITY THAT THE 
CURRENT POLICY HAS GIVEN US. ALSO, I KNOW THAT The 20-year off-Leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Since there are 
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Gretchen Hams" <gretchen.hams@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:38 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear NYC Health and Parks Department Members,

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.  Please note the following:

 -- NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized
and exercized dogs;
 -- Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;
 -- The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community;
 -- Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
 -- Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to be socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;
 -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks. It is enacted only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;
 --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

As dog owners in NYC, we would be terribly disappointed to lose this
small pleasure.

Best,
gretchen hams

-- 
"If we don't believe in freedom of expression for people we despise, we
don't believe in it at all."  -Noam Chomsky



From: <RachelMazza@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Rachel Mazza



From: "Paul Rowley" <allnewimpala@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

-The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  and access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

please keep our parks off-leash and dog friendly!!

Thanks!

Paul

Brooklyn

_________________________________________________________________
Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free 
trip! 
http://www.imagine-windowslive.com/minisites/yahoo/default.aspx?locale=en-us&hmtagline



From: Mary Wharton <wharton.mary@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the HealthCode

Dear NYC Health Board,

I bring my dog to the East River Park in Manhattan every morning, and have
been doing so for many years. I appreciate the 20-year off-leash hours
policy because it fosters a healthy environment for dogs that helps to
socialize them and reduce dog-related incidents in the city and brings dog
owners together on a daily basis, which creates a sense of community, giving
responsible dog owners a reason to care about the conditions of our parks.

It is the dog owners who are more vigilant in policing the use of this park
because they don't want to have their rights taken away from them. These are
the people that I see picking up trash - - and picking up after their dogs
-- as opposed to the regular people who use the park, leaving their garbage
laying around (food garbage, drug garbage, used condoms, broken glass, you
name it - I've seen it there and have had to pull it out of my dog's mouth.)
At least the dog owners clean up after their dogs.

Please don't let this successful policy come to end in some kind of private
power struggle in Queens. Dogs and their owners all over the city have been
using parks in a healthy and safe way for many years, let's not let a good
thing go to waste.

Thank you,

Mary Wharton
172 E 4 St. #4B
New York, NY 10009

*Registered and vigilant voter, Home-owner, Tax Payer, Dog Owner*



From: Mark Deklin <markdeklin@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy.
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs.
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant
in the late evening and early morning hours.
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community.
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City
parks.
--The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Please don't end this successful 20 year policy!!
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mark Deklin-Schwotzer
355 W. 47th Street
NYC, NY  10036

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "mccoy1165" <mccoy1165@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:17 PM
Subject: Health Impact of Off-Leash Policy in NYC Parks

I strongly favor the proposed Board of Health amendments in support of
responsible dog ownership by requiring dogs to be licensed and vaccinated,
and most importantly, allowing the continuation of off-leash hours of 9 PM
to 9 AM in designated areas of City Parks.

There are numerous, well researched and documented health benefits to humans
for dog ownership. If off-leash policies are changed to eliminate that
essential exercise and socialization for the animals (and their owners), not
only will ownership decline, but human health will decline as well. Dogs are
also valuable citizens of this City and their health will be significantly
adversely affected if off-leash hours are eliminated in the
currently-designated areas of City Parks .

The current off-leash policy, as a matter of public health, has been in
effect for many years. It has been highly effective with very few off-leash,
policy-related incidents. I’m sure that for every negative incident, there
are literally thousands of positive incidents where dogs have prevented
crimes and kept our parks safe in the off hours when the dogs are allowed
off leash. Thus, public health is well served by the current off-leash
regulations, and I urge that they be maintained.

Your truly,

David McCoy



From: <Dbpope@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and  successful public health 
policy;  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate  of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs.
 
    Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping  the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  early morning hours. 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which  fosters a sense of 
community.
 
    Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each  year. Since there are 
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  policy enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  parks.
 
    The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog  owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations. The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Deborah Pope
Brooklyn, New York
 



From: <ADH217@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:13 PM
Subject: Off Leash hours

New York City needs to continue the off-leash hours for dogs in the  parks.  
Dog owners, and their pets, help keep our parks busy and  safe.  Making if 
possible for dogs to exercise encourages New Yorkers to  own dogs, to adopt dogs 
and to make use of the parks.  There are not enough  dog runs or exercise 
spaces now, so it is essential that dogs be able to  exercise at certain hours in 
the parks.  Pet owners are an asset to New  York City because they form a 
caring community which helps make New York  safer for all of its citizens.  Thank 
you.  anne  herrmann
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From: "Amy Baker" <amy.baker@lombardoconsultinggroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off-leash policy.  We go to the park on a daily basis,
mostly during off leash hours.  It allows time to socialize not only among
other dogs, but dog owners as well.  As a responsible dog owner, we only go
off-leash during early morning (pre-9AM) and late evening (post-9PM) hours
and it provides a critical amount of exercise for a city dwelling dog.  



From: Amanda Curtin <amandacurtin@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Board:

I am writing to urge you to save the off leash hours in New York City  
parks. I know that the city itself supports the measure, and would  
like to add my support.

I moved to New York City less than a year ago from California, where  
there are some wonderful off leash parks and beaches. We do not have  
those here, so the off leash hours are even more crucial. The dogs  
get a chance to exercise, and the owners develop a community that  
fosters responsible pet ownership and looks out for the park and  
neighborhood as a whole. This community is the reason why my husband  
and I chose to live in Astoria, near to Astoria Park.

Off-Leash hours keep dogs socialized, keep waste cleaned up (the  
group dynamic encourages owner responsibility) and keeps people in  
the park--in the winter, the only people using the park at 8 am were  
dog owners.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Amanda Curtin



From: "Judy Stern" <jsstern@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

PLEASE CODIFY THE OFF LEASH HOURS FOR DOGS> IT KEEPS THE PARKS SAFER THROUGH 
ALL SEASONS. I DON"T EVEN OWN A DOG BUT ALWAYS FEEL SAFER WALKING IN THE PARK 
WITH ALL THE DOG OWNERS.
Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Delia Easton" <delia.easton@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health,

I am writing in strong support of the 9:00 p.m. - 9:00 a.m. off leash
policy,
proven and successful public health policy  NYC is currently enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year, which helps achieve
the no-kill shelter animal policy NYC is working to implement.

The off-leash policy also makes City parks more accessible and safer since
it nearly ensures that people are always in the park early in the morning
and in the later hours of the evening.  Increasing park usage can ultimately
result in better physical fitness and lower rates of obesity of New Yorkers,
who historically have fewer outdoor spaces to use for exercise.

Sincerely,

Delia Easton



From: "Casey Ngo-Miller" <caseyngomiller@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

-- 
Casey Ngo-Miller
514 W. 114th Street, Apt 4B
New York, NY 10025
caseyngomiller@gmail.com



From: "Duff Pacifico [NY]" <DPacifico@Tzell.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

 

Duff Pacifico-Prescott

175 West 93rd St # 9I

NY Ny 10025



From: <MKRoelofs@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I support the off-leash policies for , specifically, Prospect Park in  
Brooklyn.  I am not writing as a dog owner, but as a victim of crime  (attempted 
robbery and assault) who feels she owes her life to a few people who  were in the 
park throwing balls and frizbees to their dogs and came to my  aid.
 
There is no doubt that the increase in people in the park after hours or  
early in the morning because they are running their dogs has made it  safer.
 
Thanks you-
Mary Roelofs



From: "Robert Lyons" <rjlyons@quixoticindustries.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a resident of this city, and I enjoy recreating in the park with my
dog.  It is a public park, and this is my choice for a recreational
activity.  It's like a public basketball or tennis court - I use the
designated areas and hours in the park for MY recreation - it's not all
about the dogs . . . 

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours;  

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you,

Robert J. Lyons



From: "Weinstein, Naomi" <Naomi.Weinstein@us.penguingroup.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

As a property and dog owner in NYC, I hope that you will consider my request
and those of thousands of other dog owners.  

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely, 

Naomi Klass, 136 West 24th Street, NYC 10011

****************************************************************************
This email may contain confidential material. 
If you were not an intended recipient, 
please notify the sender and delete all copies.  
We may monitor email to and from our network. 

****************************************************************************



From: Katherine Dacey-Tsuei <kod1@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Members of the Board of Health:

I am writing in support of preserving the city's off-leash policy.  
For the past twenty years, these off-leash hours have provided a  
valuable resource for thousands of responsible NYC dog owners. The  
benefits are considerable. Not only do these off-leash privileges  
allow owners to safely exercise and socialize their pets, they also  
draw people to the parks in the early morning and late evening,  
making the parks a safer place for walkers, joggers, and cyclists.  
Should the policy be revoked, however, the limited number of dog runs  
would be overly taxed, promoting unsanitary, noisy conditions sure to  
draw complaints from other park users.

As a dog owner and runner, I can attest to the benefits of the  
program first-hand. Please preserve this resource for my fellow law- 
abiding dog owners.

Sincerely,
Katherine Dacey-Tsuei



From: Kari Harendorf <kharendorf@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash hours.  As a dog trainer and host of a 
television show about dogs  I know how important it is that my dogs get 
to go to the park and run and play with their friends.  Dogs need 
exercise and if you take away this privilege i am convinced that you 
will see a rise in aggression and an increase in dog bite incidents.  
You will also see a rise in depression in these creatures who help make 
the city a sweeter, less isolating and more friendly place.  Off leash 
hours promote socialization for dogs and people and encourage 
responsible dog ownership.   I have four dogs in the city and they need 
their twice daily run to remain Good Canine Citizens.

thank you for taking the time to read my email.

Kari Harendorf
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From: "Kameya, Valerie" <valerie@the-n.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:29 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I urge you to continue allowing off leash dog policies in the NYC public
parks.

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. 

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there
are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City
parks;. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

-Valerie Kameya
Park Slope, Brooklyn



From: <Gordoneitz@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir/Madam:
 
I am writing to offer my support for continuing the off-leash hours in  New 
York City parks.  As a dog owner, I find it invaluable to have this  resource 
close to my home.  As a result of morning off leash hours, my dog  is 
healthier, happier and easier to manage the rest of the day when walking on  his leash 
in the crowded streets of the city.
 
In the years that we have been going to Prospect Park, we have never  
encountered anyone who has disapproved of the off-leash time for dogs.  And  almost 
without exception, dog owners in my neighborhood are incredibly observant  of 
the leash laws, always making sure that their dog is back on leash by 9:00  and 
clearing the recreational area for others to use.
 
I truly feel that the loss of these off-leash hours would be detrimental  for 
the entire neighborhood, not just dog owners.  If a dog does not  receive 
proper exercise during the day they can become listless, hard to manage,  and 
yes, even aggressive.  As most people cannot afford daycare for their  animals, 
the off-leash hours in the park afford the only opportunity for  many to get 
the proper exercise and socialization their dogs deserve
 
When faced with the possibility of a New York without off-leash hours for  
dogs, I truly believe that many people would feel compelled to leave the city to 
 find more hospitable communities for the animals in their  families.  I know 
that this is true for my family.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick J. Neitz
36 Plaza Street, #7F
Brooklyn, NY 11238
_gordoneitz@aol.com_ (mailto:gordoneitz@aol.com) 



From: <Rbkphd@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:45 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

\ --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a  proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an  historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy,  since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC  Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and  vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash  hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their  dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;   --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and  socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year;   --Since  there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy  enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City  parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners  and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing,  and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
 locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible  
dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  

Robin Kerner
NY, NY



From: Lica Wouters <Lica@jlrentertainment.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I have a boxer.  Boxers are known to be house dogs that need to  
expend a lot of energy.  I jog with my dog on a regular basis, which  
keeps both me and my dog sane.  However, I noticed that by letting  
her off the leash, she will sprint up ahead of me and then sprint  
back.  No matter how fit I am or could be, my dog requires these  
sprints to let off some steam.  I could never run at the speed my dog  
runs.  When I do this, she becomes calmer and less destructive in my  
house.  More tolerable to other dogs and much less aggressive.  By  
not having an Off-leash policy all dogs will become captives of their  
owners, never having the freedom to chose what direction they want to  
walk in or what spot they want to smell.  Yes, they are animals and  
not humans, but there are too many experts that will testify that an  
exercised dog is a better dog, and I can not meet my dogs exercise  
needs on a leash.  Therefore, please amend section 161.05 of the  
Health Code

Lica Wouters

Lica@jlrentertainment.com

1510 Dekalb Avenue, Suite #1R
Brooklyn, NY 11237
Tel.  + 1.718.766.7442



From: R McKay <hothousebird@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear committee:
Please be aware that the off-leash laws are a major
draw for pet lovers everywhere, to wit; I am planning
to move back to NYC after a three-year absense
precisely because of the dog-friendly recreation in
Central Park. It's like no where else, and isn't that
what New York is all about?
Robin McKay
2018 Green ST
Philadelphia, PA 19130

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
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http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Chin, Russell" <rchin@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:41 PM
Subject: Please keep off-leash hours 9 pm to 9 am

This has been very successful in balancing park users, and if ended will
threaten this delicate balance to the detriment of everyone.  Having
responsible park users such as dog owners at these times helps dissuade
illegal activities such as loitering, drug dealing, and robberies.
Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.



From: <FRredhead@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Sirs,

Please know that the off leash hours in the parks are sacred times for all 
dogs owners. It is time for us to exercise our pets, to socialize them and us, 
to enjoy the city parks. We spend more time in the parks than people without 
dogs and can therefore keep it safer and take persosnal pride in keeping it 
clean. Pets are proven to be beneficial to humans. They provide companionship, 
love, give us something to take care of and be responsible for. The parks provide 
a place for us to keep them healthy and happy in return. It is a system that 
has worked remarkably well for twenty years! Why would you want to change such 
a good thing? We, as dog owners, implore you to allow the off leash hours to 
continue. It is the best part of the day in NYC. You should try it and see!

Sincerely,
Fern Rudin, dog owner 



From: "Craig Franco" <Craig@DugoutCollectibles.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: Charles Goings <cwgoings@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It may Concern:

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off- 
leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available  
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who  
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again  
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Charles Goings



From: "lfreshman" <laulen@bellatlantic.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Marjorie Nass <modnass1@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

Thank you
Marjorie Nass
new york city resident
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From: "Matt  " <matt51976@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs
should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Tracy Joseph" <nutrixion@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <NLEVINEUS@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <MsThimble@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Members of the Health Department,
 
Please preserve the Off- Leash Policy for pet dogs in NYC.  
 
  --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  public 
health policy;  
 
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized  
dogs;  --
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;   --
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  
community;  -
 
-Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
 
 --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the  off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  areas of 
City parks;   
 
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
 
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Many thanks,
 
Gail Gondek & Fog
 



From: <DWL5@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

PLEASE save the off-leash policy and EXTEND it to ALL of NYC's  parks!!!!
 
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours!!
 
Dog owners use the parks more than any other group!!
 
 The off-leash policy is a compromise for dog  owners and non dog-owners who 
use parks - it's only for certain hours and  only in certain designated 
locations!!
 
Thank you,
Dana Linden
41 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10024



From: "ron gallen" <rongallen@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Ron Gallen
157 East 71st Street
New York, NY 10021
Tel. 212-535-9606
Cell 917-969-0996

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized 
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

_________________________________________________________________
Try Search Survival Kits: Fix up your home and better handle your cash with 
Live Search! 
http://imagine-windowslive.com/search/kits/default.aspx?kit=improve&locale=en-US&source=hmtagline



From: "Ali Muney" <alisue@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

-ali muney
brooklyn, ny



From: "Caroline Williamson" <ccwilliamson@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  8:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs,

I am writing on behalf of the Save the Off-Leash Policy. I am a fairly new dog owner of 2 years and have 
enjoyed being able to roam the park with my dog off-leash until 9:00 am. He is a playful dog and loves to 
run after sticks and balls. He also enjoys playing with other dogs unencumbered by a leash. In addition to 
my own preferences, there are many other reasons to make this policy official.The 20-year off-leash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy. New York is enjoying a historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community. Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the 
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks. 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations.Finally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,
Caroline Williamson
1148 5th Ave.
NYC 10128



From: Laura Desmond <desiblue71@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:42 PM

My name is Laura Desmond and I live in Sunnyside, New York.

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-relatedincidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have 
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the 
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access  to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 
---------------------------------
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls.  Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



From: stephanie albertson <boalbertson@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Benjamin E. Lipman" <benjamin@thelipmans.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The ability for responsible dog owners to exercise and socialize their dogs
is just one of the great aspects of living in this wonderful city.
Irresponsible people, dog owners or not, should not be the basis for
changing a policy that has worked successfully with few issues for 20 years.
A sparsely used park, especially in the early morning and late evening when
the off-leash policy is in effect, does not benefit the strollers, joggers,
and others who use the park. 

Responsibility is the key, not the policy, and changing the policy does not
rid the city of dangerous, ill-behaved dogs. The off-leash policy is sound
as the past 20 years can attest to. If the City's aim is truly to make its
parks safer, reducing the number of dogs and their owners who use the parks
in their least used hours seems counter productive. Greater enforcement of
dog licensing and dog citizenship classes should be the focus, not the
off-leash policy.

Benjamin Lipman
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From: Carol Fassler <carolroy@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  9:10 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;
  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
   --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people  
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the  
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and  
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations;
   --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

PLEASE SAVE AND KEEP THE OFF LEASH POLICY IN NYC PARKS!!!!!!

THANK YOU,
Carol Fassler
16 W. 76th Street
10023



From: <j6903@juno.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:14 PM
Subject: Off Lease Hours/Dog Runs   YES

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related

incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed 
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the
late 
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks 
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access  to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough 
dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who 
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as

City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

These are all reasons why Off Leash Hours/Dog Runs should become official

Health Dept Law.

Joan Pagan
Sunnyside, N.Y. 11104
718 482-0868



Resolution Comments - i support dogs running off leash 

  
I am in support of the proposed amendments that clarify and strengthen the current Offleash Hours 
policy in NYC parks.  
 

Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free trip!  

From:    "Madeleine Perlman" <madeleineperl@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/18/2006 7:10 PM
Subject:   i support dogs running off leash
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From: Rebecca Seltzer <rrebecca@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to you as an interested and concerned citizen to urge you 
to save the off-leash policy.
The Off Leash policy for dogs and their owners is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  -
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents and 
it is greatly owed to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercised dogs.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year and fosters 
a sense of community that can be so otherwise lacking in big cities.

In addition, dog owners in NYC Parks have without a doubt contributed 
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the 
late evening and early morning hours.
Today, I see people meandering in the parks at all hours, where just a 
few years ago, these parks were considered too dangerous.

For all these reasons and many more, please save the off-leash policy 
and amend the health code.

Thank you.



From: bronée+co <bronee@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:01 PM
Subject: Please Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of  the Health Code

There are as many reasons to keep the off-leash policy as there are  
dog in NYC.

But for sure these are some of the more important ones.
1. Dog owners in NYC contribute to keeping the parks safter, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  
hours.
2. Hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to  
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.
3. Not to mention that this allows more people to actually have a dog  
in the city. This of course means a lot more happy people, less  
depression and illness which in general helps our City being the  
great City that it is.

Thank you for your consideration to keep the of leash law.

jeanette bronée : bronée+co
c.917 353 2889 : bronee@mac.com



From: Courtney Baron <courtneybaron@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Part of what I think is so great about New York is that it considers it's
residents responsible. I hope that the Board of Health will continue to
support responsible dog owners who use the off-leash time to exercise their
dogs. I have always been impressed by the way dog owners in NYC understand
the privelage and do not abuse it. If there are bad apples, they should be
taken out of the barrel, but don't punish the majority for the sins of a
very few.

Thank you.

Courtney Baron
39 Plaza Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11217



From: John Wyszniewski <wyszniewski@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the HealthCode

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs. We live in Prospect Heights and the off leash policy has been
essential in keep our dog healthy and well exercised.  It has also provided
countless hours of exercise for all members of our familiar.  Please do not
change this policy as the benefits greatly out way any negative aspects.

John Wyszniewski
Rascher Alcasid
Sebastien Rizal Wyszniewski
597 Park Place #3
Brooklyn NY 11238



From: "Berna Barshay" <bbarshay@inglesidellc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.  Why change it when NYC is enjoying an historically low
rate of dog-related incidents?   Off-leash time fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs.  Also, dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours areas of City
parks.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations.

 

Please leave the off-leash policy as it is!!!

Berna Barshay

253 West 73rd St #6H

NY, NY 10023

 



From: "Sara Rose" <srosie30@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:27 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

I was very saddened to learn that the city is considering banning the
Offleash Hours Policy in city parks.  I am a responsible dog owner who takes
my dog every morning to Prospect Park.  I can honestly say that I would not
go to the park if it were not for the chance to have my dog off leash in the
mornings - I would feel extremely unsafe without the presence of the other
dog owners and their dogs.  Because of bringing my dog to the park, I have
spent time and money at the Farmer's Market on Saturdays and have become
more involved in the area in general.  In a city where there are not many
places to gather and relax, the mornings in the park, with our dogs, have
become a community in the true sense.  It is extremely bad policy to destroy
communities.

Sara Rose



From: "Bhali Rikhye" <brikhye@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I write to wholeheartedly support the proposed amendment to Section
161.05of the NYC Health Code. I have been a dog owner for the last
five years.  My
64 lb Labrador Retreiver is highly socialized with other dogs, and with
infants, children, adults in the park.  This is in large part due to the
vigourous exercise she is provided in the morning before 9am.  The 20-year
off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

The offleash courtesy extended to us brings a whole community of dog owners
into the park every morning.  This has created a strong sense of community,
and wonderful friendships.  The policy has, in effect, turned Central Park
into a village where you greet your friends and neighbors every morning.  It
has created a committed civic minded group that promotes good citizenship.
We all watch one another to be sure we clean up after our dogs, we take
great pride in our park and report problems to the park workers with whom we
have all become friends.  Many of us are active participants in Central Park
PAWS a program of the Central Park Conservancy which promotes good
citizenship among dog owners and disseminates information on rules of dog
ownership in Central Park.

Central Park is a vast and beautiful space.  Please allow us to enjoy it and
protect it by adopting the proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue
to extend the off leash courtesy.

Thank you,

Bhalinder L. Rikhye
64 East 94th Street, Apt. 5G
New York, New York 10128-0754



From: Susana Byers <susanabyers@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please save the 20 year 0ff-leash hours policy for the public health and
safety of NYC.  My dog and I are regular users of Central Park during
off-leash hours.  We enjoy making our rounds and seeing other like minded
dogs and their caretakers.  The dogs frolic and people are friendly to each
other making for a wonderful community.  In all my times in the park, I have
seen dogs get a little frisky with each other, but I have never seen a
fight. And I have never seen a dog attack a human.  What I do see are
responsible dog owners that are willing to get up early to enjoy the park at
off-peak hours.  The 9PM - 9AM hours are a great compromise to meet the
needs of all the citizens of NYC.   We, the dog owners make the park safer
by our presence.  And the dogs learn socialization skills they couldn't
possible learn on-leash or even in a small dog run.  The Off-Leash Hours are
a fantastic part of life in NYC-- please, please, please amend section
161.05  of the health code.

Thank you,
Susana Byers
516 East 83rd Street
NY NY 10028
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From: Barbara Cartwright <barbaracartwright@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  8:59 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash
privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
 
 Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health
policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes
to the current low rate of dog bites.
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We
are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our
beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community and leads to many friendships, canine and human;
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could not
be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Cartwright
204 West 85th Street, #3
New York, NY 10024
 



From: "SUDS Sunnyside United Dog Society" <sudsmutts@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello.

There are a plethora of reasons why the NYC Board of Health should vote to 
truly legalize Off Leash Laws in NYC. Below there are over 10. Please 
consider how off leash hours, for the past 20 years have improved the lives 
of the dogs AND more importantly, the PEOPLE of NYC.

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed 
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late 
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks 
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access  to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough 
dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who 
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Regards,

Rick Duro
43-08 41st Street
Apt#2A
Sunnyside, NY 11104
718 391 0773

_________________________________________________________________
Try Search Survival Kits: Fix up your home and better handle your cash with 
Live Search! 
http://imagine-windowslive.com/search/kits/default.aspx?kit=improve&locale=en-US&source=hmtagline



From: Genevieve Barber <gen@girlyman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,

I'm writing in hopes that Section 161.05 of the Health Code will be 
amended, protecting off-leash hours in our parks.  My dog and I start 
our day in Prospect Park every morning.  She wrestles with other dogs, 
chases frisbees and frolics while I watch her and talk with members of 
my Park Slope community.  We are a responsible group of dog owners, 
always ready with our leashes if our dogs need a time-out.  We love our 
pets and we love our neighborhood.  Without off-leash hours my dog 
would be anxious and restless from lack of exercise; her quality of 
life (and mine) would plummet.  Please preserve this special part of my 
community.

Thanks so much,

Genevieve Barber
Management, Girlyman
718-207-7403
gen@girlyman.com
www.girlyman.com



From: Lupita <Lgonzalez@treywhitfieldschool.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Off-leash rights have yielded an amazing quality of life not only for myself
and my pet but for the majority of my neighbors and community members of
park slope.

I moved to Park Slope from Manhattan precisely because of the off-leash
privledge celebrated at Prospect Park.  This was 5 years ago and since then,
I have come to care deeply for my community.  I used to suffer from
depression but walking my dog to the park so that he may run and play freely
with other dogs served as a safe place in which I could do the same.  Within
just a few months. I felt so much better and was able to form strong
friendships with a number of dog owners.  

There is a certain feel of wellness that comes from taking care of your pet,
your community.  Nearly ever dog owner that I've met during off-leash hours
at the park has been very responsible.  Someone mentioned that we ought to
be like the French where well-mannered dogs are not bound to leashes, but
simply walk beside their owners.  Furthermore, my dog is certified by the
Delta Society and has over 100 hours of volunteer service at St. Vincent's
hospital visiting the ill and terminally ill children.  (Most dogs I know in
my community are very well-mannered, which I strongly believe is a testament
to their respective owners' great care and value placed on healthy living
for their dogs.)

All I have to say is that walking for a couple of hours each morning with my
dog and fellow dog owners through prospect park has made such a positive
difference in my life and my 11 year old dog's life.  It would be nice to
continue to bond with my neighbors and celebrate life with a sense of
freedom that comes from watching a gentle dog run gleefully through a green
meadow.

 

With all of my heart.

Lupita Gonzalez

 



From: "Amelia Voorsanger" <avoorsanger@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:40 PM
Subject: Off leash hours

Gentlemen - It has come to my attention that a legal review and possible 
revision is underway regarding present Off Leash hours.

As a long term, rersponsible dog owner I request that you retain the present 
Off Leash hours as they are currently observed for the followin reasons:

1.  In a city where a great number of the residents are single and living 
far away from family, a dog becomes a surrogate family memeber; responsible 
dog ownership goes hand in hand with responsible citizenship and should be 
encouraged.

2.  Off Leash hours make it possible for dog owners to enjoy a normal life 
with their pets therefore allowing them to bond to the city and their 
neighborhoods instead of having to escape to the suburbs in order to enjoy a 
normal family life with a pet.

3. Off leash hours is good for dogs because it allows them to socialize with 
other animals and humans, provides unrestricted freedom of movement and 
generally makes them healthier, physically and mentally, therefore easier 
neighbors in a high density environment such as the city.

4. There have been no overwhelming changes in dog behavior that would 
require changing the present Off Leash law and regulations that have 
provided a natural freedom for pets while protecting the city, its resources 
and residents through a careful framework of regulations;  and, most 
importantly, it has worked very effectively for the past 20 years.

Please support retaining presesnt Off Leash Laws and Regulations

Sincerely,
Amelia Irizarry Voorsanger



From: "Elisa" <elisaroseb@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I'm writing to express my support for the proposed amendment to the law to ensure that off-leash hours in 
the parks will continue. One of the reasons I'm happy to live near Prospect Park is that I can take 
advantage of off-leash time for my dogs. There is NO dog run convenient to my home, so off-leash time 
in the park is the only opportunity my dogs have to run and play. I take my dogs to the park once a week, 
and we all get some exercise and enjoy the park. 

I would be in favor of stronger enforcement of the leash laws OUTSIDE the designated off-leash times 
and places; in fact, it seems to me that most problems with off-leash dogs occur with dogs that are 
off-leash in places where they shouldn't be off-leash anyway. But designated off-leash hours in the park 
should continue.

Elisa Fante
Park Slope, Brooklyn



From: anna conti MD PhD <anninaconti@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:33 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

I am strongly believing that te NYC Offleash hours policy needs to be maintained. Here follows some of 
the most outstanding reasons:
   
  1- NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since 
it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  
  2- Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  
  3- The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
  4- Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
  5- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks 
  6- The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated, and wear a collar tag that clearly demonstrate this.
  Thank you,
  Anna Conti

 
---------------------------------
Get your email and more, right on the  new Yahoo.com 



From: Jill Simonsen <jsimonsen@us.loreal.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please continue to let dogs play off-leash in NYC parks. It is an important
thing for dogs to be allowed to play off-leash at some places in the city.
It is good for the socialization of dogs, as well as being a key right for
responsible dog-owners in the NYC metropolitan area.

Thanks,
Jill Simonsen
917.202.9962
jillsimonsen@hotmail.com 

-----------------------------------------
This message and any attachments (hereunder the << message >>) are
confidential and intended solely for the addressees.  If you
receive this message in error, please delete it and immediately
notify the sender.  If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized
use, copying, or dissemination is prohibited.  E-mails are
susceptible to alteration.  Neither L'OREAL nor any of its
subsidiaries or affiliates shall be liable for the message if
altered, changed or falsified.



From: "Hines, Michelle" <MHines@us.loreal.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code! 
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy!
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours!
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year!
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks!
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please don't let our community of dogs and dog owners become shut-ins.
We are an active voice and active voters. We love our community parks
and we clean up after our dogs and are vigilant about their behavior.

Thank you,
Michelle Hines & Cornelius Schmid and Luna the Boston Terrier, all
Loversof Prospect Park, the Longmeadow, and the off-leash hours.
456 7th Avenue
2nd floor
Brooklyn, NY 11215

-----------------------------------------
This message and any attachments (hereunder the << message >>) are
confidential and intended solely for the addressees.  If you
receive this message in error, please delete it and immediately
notify the sender.  If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized
use, copying, or dissemination is prohibited.  E-mails are
susceptible to alteration.  Neither L'OREAL nor any of its
subsidiaries or affiliates shall be liable for the message if
altered, changed or falsified.



From: sam greenhoe <redrake@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Department,
      Please amend your regulations to strengthen the current off- 
leash policy on behalf of NYC dogs and their owners.  I have walked  
my dogs in Prospect Park for 16 years and I've never seen anyone  
threatened by a dog.  In the main the dogs are well behaved and their  
owners take responsibility for their behavior and for cleaning up  
after them.  The park administrator, Tupper Thomas, has expressed the  
view that the dogs make the park safer for everyone.  I know that off- 
leash hours improve the quality of life for our dogs and ourselves.

Thank you,
Sam 

Greenhoe
603 

Third Street

Brooklyn, NY



From: "Ben Barokas" <ben@thefifthnetwork.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear sir or maam, 

 

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
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From: <CYNK99@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  8:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Parks are safer with dogs and their people spending time there.
Dogs are a vital part of our community.
Please keep off-leash hours.
Thank you,
Cynthia King
Brooklyn, NY
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From: Gloria D Howard <gdhoward@us.ibm.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  8:44 AM
Subject: LEASH LAW -- Please preserve off-leash hours

To whom it may concern:

I understand that the Health Department is considering certain amendments
to the current "leash laws" and "off-leash" hours.  As a dog-owner in
Brooklyn, I implore you to preserve these brief off-leash hours, which
provide a necessary outlet for city dogs (which are social creatures) with
few other opportunities to exercise and to socialize.  As a citizen and New
Yorker, I would remind you that the presence of dogs and owners in the
City's parks contributes MIGHTILY to the overall safety of the parks and
the surrounding areas.  Having dogs and their owners in the parks during
off-hours encourages others to enjoy the parks, and enhances the life and
vibrancy of our great City.  Thank you for your time, and again, please
save off-leash hours.

Gloria D. Howard
Brooklyn, NY 11238
Regular user of Fort Greene Park
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From: James Dougal <dougal@fluxcommunications.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  8:32 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I am writing to support off-leash hours for dogs in the city parks. I  
rescued a Labrador Retriever 3 years ago (he's 7 now) and what a joy  
it has been for me, and him, to be able to let him run in the  
designated zones and hours at Prospect Park. As a result, I have  
rediscovered the park and am in it at least once a day, all year,  
every day. If I didn't have the dog, I probably wouldn't be out there  
in the rain and snow, but it is a wonderful thing to be able to enjoy  
nature year round while living in one of the largest cities in the  
world. The experience of being able to let our dogs off leash and run  
and smell and be a dog is a wonderful one, and hope you don't deny us  
because of narrow mindedness and unsupported fears. Goodness knows we  
have enough real things to fear in this world today, without adding dogs

I really don't understand the anti-off leash lawsuit. In three years  
of virtually everyday in the Park, I have never seen any kind of dog  
aggression towards children or adults as a result of dogs being off- 
leash.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  -- The amendments proposed by the board of health promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Please don't let a few people manufacture problems. Limited Off-Leash  
hours in our parks are healthy for dogs, dog owners and the community.

Thanks,

James Dougal
jd155@mac.com
155 Argyle Road
Brooklyn, NY 11218
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From: Sanford Teller <sanfordt@sanfordteller.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:59 AM
Subject: the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health  Code  

> I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to  
> formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off- 
> leash privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
>
>  Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful  
> public health policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised  
> dogs and contributes to the current low rate of dog bites.
>
> Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
> safer, since we are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
> early morning hours. We are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2  
> degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our beloved pets get the exercise  
> they need to stay healthy;
>
> The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
> responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily  
> basis, which fosters a sense of community and leads to many  
> friendships, canine and human;
>
> Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
> adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
>
> Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
> leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
> designated areas of City parks;
>
> The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
> dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
> closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
> designated locations;

> The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
> ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
>
> As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog  
> could not be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC  
> parks, I urge you to formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. --  
> the off-leash policy.
>
> Sanford Teller
    1365 York Avenue
>

>
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From: "m. lapine" <mlapine1@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Let me start my saying that the off leash hours policy provides dog owners the opportunity to really enjoy 
their dog in a way that is not usually possible in an urban environment.  To see your dog run off leash is 
so rewarding, it would be a true shame to take that away from the owners as well as the dogs 
themselves.  I urge you to continue to keep the off leash policy in place... below find listed other reasons 
supporting this decision

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and suCcessful public health policy; --
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;
 --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; 
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; 
--ACcess to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year; 
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise 
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

Thank you
Michele

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.
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From: Elizabeth Sachs <e.sachs2@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  7:13 AM
Subject: PLease let Tucker run free: Save the Off-Leash Policy,Please Amend  Section 161.05 
of the Health Code





We just love our little dog, 
 









 
             
 Please let him run free in the mornings!! 
 
Thank you!!! The Sachs family 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Sachs and family 
1112 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10128 
212-828-2299 
 
The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity  
to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged  
material.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of,  
or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons  
or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.   If you  
received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the  
material from any computer. Ce message contient des informations  
confidentielles  protegees par le secret professionnel. Au cas ou il ne  
vous serait pas  destine, nous vous remercions de bien vouloir nous en  
aviser immediatement et de le  supprimer. 



 
 
             
 Please let him run free in the mornings!! 
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From: <DOLPHINZAZ@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  6:27 AM
Subject: In support of Ammendments to Section 165

October 18, 2006

March Dolphin
70 Prospect Park West, Apt 4C
Brooklyn, NY 11215

Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street, CN-31
New York, NY 10013

Re: In Support of Amendments to Section 156

Dear Ms. Bryant:

     I am writing you today to express my opinion about the off-leash issue 
that the health department is currently considering and explain why I support 
the amendments to Section 165. I have just read an article authored by Mr. 
Robert Holden, the president of the Juniper Park Civic Association (JPCA) that 
appeared in the Daily News, September 24,2006. I find his conjectures to be 
hyperbolic in nature and very inaccurate.     
      I have lived across the street from Prospect Park, in Brooklyn for the 
past 28 and a-half years. I have owned a dog (two of them) and used the park 
for my dogs and my own recreation on a daily basis since 1982. I got my first 
dog as an adult, so I would have a running partner since my husband does not 
get up early enough. Prospect Park at that time, 1982, was not a very safe place 
for a women to run alone and dog feces was everywhere around the perimeter of 
the park. I am happy to report that since the 80's when off-leash hours were 
established both of these situations have greatly improved. Dog owners go 
after other dog owners who do not clean up after their dog because it is the 
primary vector for dogs passing disease. Vet bills are just as costly as human 
medical care.   We (dog owners) walk in the park as well and no one likes to walk 
in dog feces. I am sure you have been told and read in newspaper articles how 
Prospect Park has become a safer and more utilized park in large part because 
of dogs and their owners. 
     Mr. Holden and his association do not seem to understand that the 
off-leash hours take place at times when the parks are not heavily trafficked by 
other New Yorkers. As a dog owner I appreciate the fact that some people are 
afraid of dogs and that others find dogs annoying.   When I sense either of these, 
I attempt to be respectful of their feelings and make sure that my dog is 
right with me as is the case for most dog owners I know.
     I find the fact that JPCA wants to sue the city and force them to have 
all off-leash hours terminated in all city parks because of a single incident 
involving one dog in the perimeter of their park a bit over reactive.   All my 
friends who are dog owners and I agree with Mr. Holden that responsible 
ownership of a dog is very important for the safety of humans and dogs alike. 
However we understand that there is already legal recourse that an individual can 
take if she or her dog suffers from a bite. Mr. Holden rails that the Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation does not keep records of dog bites. Perhaps someone could 
explain to him and JPCA that is the NYC Dept. of Health that monitors dog bite 
incidents.
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     I was diagnosed with a rheumatoid arthritis in 1990. I have mornings 
when it is very difficult for me to move and having to hold my dog's leash during 
our entire walk would be difficult and painful for me. Our off-leash walks 
permits both of us to enjoy the beauty of the park; watch beautiful sunrises, 
sunsets, changes of seasons and results in both of us my dog, Buddy, and myself 
being healthier physically and mentally.
      One of the things that is so wonderful about the NYC Parks is they 
provide a place for all New Yorkers, including those who own dogs, to recreate and 
enjoy nature.   I am a New Yorker by choice, as is our mayor and I have lived 
here for 32 years. I think what makes New York such a great city is its 
ability to be enriched by the incredible diversity of cultures, ethnicity, life 
styles, religious and political beliefs of the people who reside here. It would 
be a shame if in such a great city as ours, if our beautiful city park system 
does not continue to reflect this same glorious spirit.     
     Thank you for your attention in this matter. 

Respectfully yours,

March Dolphin
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From: rrrina <rrrina@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  5:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

We, who walk our dogs in Brooklyn's Prospect Park, enjoy, respect, and appreciate the off-leash 
privileges we have been provided through the years.  We do not take this very generous courtesy 
extended to us by the Parks Department lightly. Individually and with the help of FIDO Brooklyn, we have 
worked to foster an atmosphere in which both people and dogs have a unique opportunity to socialize in 
a beautiful, green, setting, seemingly so removed from the drudgery of concrete city life.   

In addition to encouraging respect, and responsibility, educating dog owners on proper dog care and 
obedience, we as members of FIDO, have donated green trash cans to the park and conduct periodic 
clean-up days!   If the current off-leash courtesy extended to us is not maintainted,  not only will he be 
depriving dogs and their human companions of this very necessary refuge, but he will be creating a 
situation in which there will be many more frustrated and under-socialized dogs in our midst.

As a registered voter and taxpayer, I implore you to please support our efforts to maintain off-leash 
privileges in our parks.  Heaven knows, our animals suffer sufficiently in our concrete jungle without being 
deprived of occasionally running and socializing with their fellow dogs.

Thank you for your kind consideration,

Rina Deych, RN
1157 - 46th Street
Brooklyn, NY  11219
Home:  (718) 435-0558
Work:  (718) 630-8377
Cell:  (718) 216-7103
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From: "margie mcloone" <margiemcloone@ireland.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:27 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I fully support the off-leash policy. Margie McLoone, Glenties, Rush, Co Dublin, Ireland.
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From: Abby Weissman <abbyw@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

REASONS TO KEEP OFF-LEASH HOURS

* The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  
* NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs; 
* Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;
* The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community; 
* Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
* Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;  
* The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;
* The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Abby Weissman
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From: Iris Spellings <asiso@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 11:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Health Board:

   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of  
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it  
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC  
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are  
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  -- 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation  
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog  
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get  
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health  
Code!!!

Thank you!

Iris Spellings
321 Dean St.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
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From: <Clbreal@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 11:30 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access
 to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash 
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - 
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed 
and vaccinated.
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From: <AdAhron@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 11:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Although I am not a dog owner myself, I have many friends/relatives who are.  
My sister has often talked of my joining them on an early morning walk all 
the way from Brooklyn Heights to Prospect Park to join them for the cherished 
"off-leash" time.  (I'm not an early riser.)  My understanding is that this is a 
system that has worked well for years in conjunction with responsible pet 
ownership and offers city pets and their owners a few moments of communal freedom 
and exercise.  If it takes only a clarification of the laws involved to 
satisfy any question of the safety and benefits of such a program, I encourage that 
whatever can be done be done to save this program.

Thank you for your consideration,
Adele Ahronheim
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From: "Clifford Press" <cpress@oppllc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

We are the owners of a lovely black Labrador. She is very gentle with
children, and loves to run in the Park. The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

Please do everything possible to continue this New york tradition of
tolerance and collaboration.

 

 

Clifford Press

Oliver Press Partners, LLC

152 West 57th Street

New York, NY 10019

Tel: (212) 277-5635
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From: Joy Nolan <xojoyox@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Hello--

I am writing to express strong support for the NYC policy that allows
off-leash hours for dogs in certain areas of certain parks during low-use
early and late hours. This policy benefits the city and its residents in
many important ways.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy that keeps NYC public parks safer for all during the early and late
hours when dogs can be off leash in designated areas. More foot traffic
through parks during hours when the parks would otherwise be nearly empty
makes visits to the park so much safer for anyone with a benign reason for
being there.

Prospect Park is significantly safer than it was 20 years ago in large part
because of the benign presence of dog walkers and their pets. Off-leash
hours promote safety, and positive use of public parks. Thus the policies
are good for all city residents who care about the safe use of public parks,
as well as good for dogs and those who enjoy their company.

Because of my habit of visiting Prospect Park in the early morning with my
dog, who is now 8, I have had dozens of encounters with those who needed
help that I could give only because I was there--anything from people
needing to know the time, to needing directions,to  needing a phone to call
police because of a crime, to lost children and pets who need to be reunited
with their families, once a baby swan who was injured and needed to be
brought to a wildlife hospital, another time a parakeet I was able to catch
in early winter and gave to a pet-store owner who took it home to care for
it as his pet. All these people and creatures would have been on their own
if I hadn't been in the park with my dog and a cell phone, willing to help.
The off-leash hours promote not just safety, but an important sense of
community for both dog walkers and others who use the parks.

There are more dogs per capita in NYC now than ever before. We need to think
about the wellbeing of those dogs from a public safety perspective.
Well-exercised and socialized dogs are good to be around. They are happy,
calm, and well-adjusted. NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy that fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs.

The off-leash policy is an effective compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks. It's only for certain hours when the parks would
othersise get sparse use (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations.

Thank you--
Joy Nolan
86 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn NY 11215
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From: Hazel <hazelt711@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours
 (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
 __________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From: <NSHuds@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006 10:14 PM
Subject: Support the Off-Leash Hours

As a dog owner and dog lover, it is very important to me that the off-leash  
hours in Prospect Park be maintained.  As a former resident of Manhattan,  
which is like an armed camp where dogs are concerned, it was such a pleasure to  
move to Brooklyn where my loving, friendly golden retriever can run around in  
the mornings.  Since I am a single working mother, it is the only time the  
dog gets to run around, and her freedom to do so is very important to me (and 
no  doubt to her, too).  People who want to restrict or end these hours must  
not have much love in their hearts, since it is hard to imagine keeping all  
these dogs leashed up once you have seen them running free, even for the few  
hours they are allowed to.
 
Thank you for giving me a chance to support this very important  cause!
Nancy Hudson
945 President Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: joy <joy@joyparisi.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 17, 2006  9:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To Whom It May Concern,

I have lived in New York City for the past five years, own a small business
on Fourteenth Street in downtown Manhattan and four years ago, rescued a
mutt named Mister President from a kill shelter in Newark, NJ. For the past
four years, we have frequented East River Park, Prospect Park and Fort
Greene Park during off-leash hours, in addition to Tompkins Square Dog Run.

Although dog runs offer wonderful playgrounds for dogs around the city,
there are just not enough of them to accommodate the thousands of dogs that
live in this city. To compensate for this lack, the city has unofficially
allowed for off-leash hours during times when parks go otherwise unused for
the past twenty years. In the four years I have been taking Mister President
to dog runs and parks around the city offering off-leash hours, I have seen
far less confrontation between dogs and far fewer displays of aggression in
city parks than in dog runs. Unlike dog runs--fenced in, contained areas
which promote competition among dogs--city parks are wide open spaces where
dogs run free, play, swim and get a few square miles of country living. I
have never once witnessed aggression between a dog and a human. I have never
seen an incident in a city park that did not end in an exchange of phone
numbers between owners and a support from members of the dog community. I
have never seen a dog owner without two bags in their back pocket--a primary
and spare--to clean up after their dog. I have never seen more socialized,
healthy, happy dogs than the ones who get to spend time off-leash in a city
park.

A good dog is a tired dog. A tired dog is one that has the space to run and
play every day. 

I strongly feel that off-leash hours promote vigilant, responsible ownership
of dogs, and that a vigilant, responsible community of dog owners will
continue to use parks during off-leash hours respectfully and safely, and
without threat to the general public. Taking the off-leash hours away will
leave dog owners with few places to exercise their dogs, deteriorate the
strong community around dogs in this city and create a host of problems with
dog including a population of under-exercised, frustrated dogs, a sure path
to increased incidents of dog aggression.

I urge you to not only consider continuing to allow off-leash hours in city
parks (9pm to 9am), but to take steps to make this policy an official,
established policy.

Thank you,

Joy Parisi
474 Sackett Street, #1
Brooklyn, NY 11231
646-526-8794



From: "Al Cleary" <Al.Cleary@cushwake.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours;  The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   Since there
are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City
parks; - The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations; The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Cabot, Charissa" <CCabot@foodnetwork.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Jennifer Gibson" <jjempires@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:15 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

 The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off leash hours policy. With so many dogs in the city it is
important that they become better socialized and exercised in order to
maintain a balance which decreases factors that contribute to dog attacks.
There are not enough dog runs in the city and if they become over crowded
this will also add the increased chance of fighting and attacks.  Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you
Jennifer Gibson



From: Kenneth Picache <kennethpicache@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year Off-leash    Hours policy has been a public health success.

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.

-Kenneth Picache

 
---------------------------------
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls.  Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



From: "Carol Roman" <croman@vipmujeres.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:40 PM
Subject: Please Save the Off-Leash Policy, Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am asking that the Off-Leash Policy, Section 161.05 of the Health Code
please be amended.

As a responsible dog owner I know that if this policy and it’s amendment is
secured – that it can only be a benefit and increases the quality of life
for New York dog owners AND their dogs.

--The 20-year off-leash hour’s policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;

--NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off leash hour’s policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs;

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;

--The off-leash hour’s policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community;

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,

Carol Román



From: <BLOSSOMCHU@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

As a Manhattan dog trainer, resident, and dogowner, I have experienced the 
innumerable benefits of socialized and exercised dogs, specifically in off-leash 
situations.  Dogowners and their dogs are far more vigilant about improving 
recall ("Come here, Spot!") with off-leash privileges, resulting in a more 
obedient dogs and reduced hazards near traffic.  NYC is enjoying an historically 
low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy.  The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and 
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community 
and help keep the parks safe in the late evening and early morning hours.  New 
York dog owners are well aware of the high level of etiquette required of dogs 
living in a populous area, and we all promote responsible dog ownership.



From: Brian Scott <nywineguy@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

As a resident and dog owner in the Prospect Park area of Brooklyn, I am
writing to encourage your efforts to maintain the off-leash policy in our
cities parks.  
This policy promotes not only healthy and happy pets/owners, but contributes
to the overall public safety as well.  As a former Dog/Horse trainer I have
seen how strict leash laws adversely effect the public safety by creating
aggressive behavior in animals who do not have a greater outlet for play.
In my 20 + years as a dog owner, I have to say that the overwhelming
proportion of aggressive animals I have come into contact with have all been
on leash at the time of the incident.

Please help make our cities safer, our communities stronger and our
pets/owners healthier by keeping this important and wonderful policy.

Very Truly Yours,

Brian T. Scott
-- 
Brian Scott, NY Metro Manager
Paterno Wines International
917.880.7754



From: "Kline, Sandra L." <skline@sidley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealthCode

Hello,

I'm writing to save the off-leash policy. The policy has been a successful public health policy for over 20 
years. New York has enjoyed an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. The policy has proven that having dog 
owners in NYC Parks  contributes to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the 
late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash hours policy also brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year. 

Sandy Kline
Legal Assistant Coordinator
Sidley Austin LLP
787 Seventh Avenue
New York, New York 10019
(212) 839-5878

Sidley Austin LLP mail server made the following annotations on 10/19/06, 11:20:25:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To comply with certain U.S. Treasury regulations, we inform you
that, unless expressly stated otherwise, any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this
communication, including attachments, was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be
used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may be imposed on such 
taxpayer by the Internal Revenue Service.  In addition, if any such tax advice is used or referred
to by other parties in promoting, marketing or recommending any partnership or other entity,
investment plan or arrangement, then (i) the advice should be construed as written in connection
with the promotion or marketing by others of the transaction(s) or matter(s) addressed in this
communication and (ii) the taxpayer should seek advice based on the taxpayer's particular
circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

****************************************************************************************************
This e-mail is sent by a law firm and may contain information that is privileged or confidential.
If you are not the intended recipient, please delete the e-mail and any attachments and notify us
immediately.

****************************************************************************************************



From: "Patel, Shaleen (Exchange)" <SPatel@bear.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Lee Crespi" <lcrespi@worldnet.att.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:21 PM
Subject: I support off-leash hours in the NY city parks

I think it is horrible and small minded that people want to take away such a
wonderful, community positive experience as off-leash.  All the joggers and
bikers that I know are thrilled that our parks are safe in the early
mornings and evenings thanks to the dogs and their people.  
Please check out these photos and see what a beautiful thing it is.
 

Lee Crespi 
LCrespi@att.net 



I SUPPORT off-leash...it works!   These photos show why. 
Note the amount of people who frequent our local dog park year-round which includes children, the handicap and 

pregnant women and all get along wonderfully.   I have hundreds of photos that prove this.  Like children, dogs need 
activity to be calm and civilized.   Off leash provides this along with access to responsible dog owner tips.   Dogs off 

leash make dog owners walk further and the owners look forward to the socialization just like the dogs do.     
 

   
 

     
 
 



     
 

   
 

   



From: Brian Scott <nywineguy@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

As a former Dog/Horse trainer I have seen how strict leash laws have
fostered aggressive behavior in city dwelling dogs through the theory of
tension transference.  The off - Leash policy works toward a safer
environment for all citizens in the area surrounding the park by giving our
pets a welcome and needed outlet for play.  Please do not take this
important policy away from pet owners as I believe strongly that in doing so
you will endanger the safety and health of the public at large.

Thank you for your time.

Brian T. Scott



From: "Diane Mehling" <dmehling2@woh.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Samantha Krosney" <skrosney@aldantroygroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:15 PM
Subject: FW:

To whom it may concern:

 

I am a native New Yorker, born and raised on the upper West Side.  I am
presently on my third set of Dogs.  When I was younger and used the Park
that everyone was afraid to go in.  I found that the Dog owners where the
only people who I would run into either morning or evening.  Today thanks
for the brave people (dog people) who used the Park to demand from the City
the protection that would allow more of the public to WANT to come to
Central Park.  Bring their children, read, walk, and run. ETC.

 

It is a pleasure to walk in the Park now to see all the people with their
Dogs, children and old folk enjoying it.  Animals are an important part of
our lives here in the City and the short period of time allotted them to
roam free is fair and should not be taken away from us.  I have no problem
with the on/off leash laws that now exist.  We come to the park with our
animals early in the morning or late in the evening to allow a little free
time for them.  Why that is some people feel they need to demand more of us.
I'm not particularly found of children; however, I believe they should be
able to run free and enjoy the park as well.  Why can't the same feelings
exist for our pets?

 

Please, Please, don't take away the little bit of precious time we have with
our pets.  For the few who feel we don't deserve it.

 

Thank you for reading.

 

Sam

New York City native



From: "Jonathan and Janet Thaler" <jonjan@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Good morning,
We are a family living on Riverside Drive near 125th St. in Manhattan.  We
got a dog about a year ago and one of the most wonderful parts of our day is
taking the dog to the park in the early mornings.  He has a wonderful time
playing off-leash with his dog friends and we enjoy the company of wonderful
New Yorkers who we otherwise wouldn't have the opportunity to meet.  It
provides a sense of community we haven't ever felt before, and we have lived
here for over 20 years.   Because there isn't a dog run anywhere near our
apartment, bringing the dog to play off-leash in the mornings is the only
chance for him to get sufficient exercise and socialization.

Please save the off-leash policy!

Many thanks,
Janet and Jonathan Thaler



From: "Alain Machado" <alainwoo91@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  --Access  to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
  --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

_________________________________________________________________
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi
.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mkt=en-us



From: "Berman, Eric J." <eberman@tpw.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

PLEASE keep the off-leash policy in place!  The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy.  NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash
hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands
of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations, so
it doesn't really impact non-dog owners or people who don't like or are
afraid of dogs.  Moreover, there is really no reason not to have
off-leash hours.  I really can't think of one.  It is just such a great
thing.  Here in the city, a lot of people are lonely, even though there
are so many people around, sometimes it is difficult to make friends or
sometimes friends and relatives are not around, or they are sick or have
passed away, and dogs provide not only friendship and companionship for
these people and other dog owners, but they provide love and family, and
mental well-being and stability for these people - in short, they help
people achieve and maintain mental health, as many studies have shown.
The city should try to facilitate that and assist these people to the
extent it doesn't cost money and isn't a detriment to anyone else.
These off-leash hours are a way to do that, and it is free.  Perhaps
most importantly, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you 
that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not 
intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the 
Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or 
matter addressed herein.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
NOTICE: This e-mail and any attachment contain confidential information that may be legally privileged. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you must not review, retransmit, print, copy, use or disseminate it. 
Please immediately notify us by return e-mail and delete it.  If this e-mail contains a forwarded e-mail or is 
a reply to a prior e-mail, the contents may not have been produced by the sender and therefore we are 
not responsible for its contents.
  
This notice is automatically appended to each e-mail. It is the recipient's responsibility to take measures 
to ensure that this e-mail is virus free, and no responsibility is accepted by Thacher Proffitt & Wood LLP 
for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.



From: "Levy, Stewart" <stewart.levy@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: "D'Incecco, Meg" <mdincecc@condenast.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

Dear Board,

I am writing to encourage you to save the off-leash policy in our parks.
I'm sure you are aware of all the many valid points behind this effort. I
want to add my name to the many New York dog owners who support this policy.
I thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Meg D'Incecco
Upper West Side
Manhattan



From: "Sanzari Flood, Leah" <lsflood@orrick.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I am a dog-owner in Murray Hill and I strongly agree with the following
statements:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

===========================================================

IRS Circular 230 disclosure:
To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any tax advice 
contained in this communication, unless expressly stated otherwise, was not intended or written to be 
used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal 
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matter(s) 
addressed herein.

===========================================================

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT:  THIS E-MAIL IS  MEANT FOR ONLY THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OF THE 
TRANSMISSION, AND MAY BE A COMMUNICATION PRIVILEGED BY LAW.  IF YOU RECEIVED THIS 
E-MAIL IN ERROR, ANY REVIEW, USE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS 
E-MAIL IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY OF THE ERROR BY 
RETURN E-MAIL AND PLEASE DELETE THIS MESSAGE FROM YOUR SYSTEM. THANK YOU IN 
ADVANCE FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
For more information about Orrick, please visit http://www.orrick.com/
===========================================================



From: "Ruffino, Richard" <richard.ruffino@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: <GHWINTHROP@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters 
a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and 
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated. Hope Winthrop



From: Ms christina andrushkiw <candrushkiw@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:59 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <LGraff97@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:59 AM
Subject: SAVE NYC PARK OFF-LEASH HOURS

Please do not take this freedom away from our animals.  They need  their time 
to be free and please continue the successful 20-year 9pm-9am Off-leash hours.
 
Thanks.  
 
Laurie Graff



From: "Hughes, Rosalie" <RHughes1@TrevorNet.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I think it is really important that the off-leash policy currently held
by NYC should remain in effect.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. And afterall, we are
talking about New York City where people can be lonely and aimless. Dogs
offer people love and bring them happiness and a sense of purpose. Dogs
integrate otherwise friendless people into a social structure thus
improving the quality of their lives and the people they meet!

 

Thank You!

Rosalie Hughes

7 West 96th Street

NY,NY 10025

Rhughes1@trevornet.org



From: <NLEVINEUS@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:12 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: holly manley <hmmanley@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: 9 to 9 Dogs Off Leash

I have lived in NYC 35 years and have had dogs for 25.  The one thing that has made me very happy is 
seeing my dogs at Central Park playing in the morning.  I do not let them destroy, annoy people, and I 
always pick up after them.
   
  Although, I know that there have been some problems, I would say on a whole, that the majority of the 
people who take their dogs to the park between 9pm and 9am are very responsible.  At the same time, I 
also understand Neptune Park's problem, but none of this would have happened if they had just put in a 
dog run.
   
  Although I sympathize with Neptune.  I think it very selfish that one park can dominate the needs of  all 
the others and I respectfully ask you to change the no dogs off leash law to make it acceptable to walk 
dogs off leash between 9pm to 9am.
   
  Thank you.
   
  Holly Manley
  405 East 90th Street, #1C
  New York, New York  10128
  212.410.4903/212.908.3917



From: "Maisie Hughes" <Maisie.Hughes@aqr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: Petition to keep offleash recreation hours

Dear Sir or Madame,

 

I write in the sincere hope that you will do everything in your power to
fight to keep the offleash recreation time for city dogs in tact. It
would be a true disservice to New Yorkers and their dogs to give into
the demands of curmudgeons.

 

Thanks for your consideration.

 

Regards,

Maisie

 

Maisie S. Hughes

AQR Capital Management, LLC

Two Greenwich Plaza, 3rd Floor

Greenwich, CT 06830

203.742.3730 (t) 

203.742.3230 (f) 

maisie.hughes@aqr.com
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This e-mail may contain confidential and/or privileged information.  If you are not the intended 
recipient or have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy/delete 
this e-mail.  You are hereby notified that any unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the 
material in this e-mail is strictly prohibited.
 
This communication is for informational purposes only.  It is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any financial instrument or as an official confirmation of any transaction.  All 
information contained in this communication is not warranted as to completeness or accuracy and is 
subject to change without notice.  Any comments or statements made in this communication do not 
necessarily reflect those of AQR Capital Management, LLC and its affiliates.



CC: "Hughes, Rosalie" <RHughes1@TrevorNet.org>



From: "acecrumb" <acecrumb@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the New York City Health Board:
 
I am writing to encourage you to support the Off-Leash Hours policy
which has worked so beautifully in our New York City parks for 20 years.
In my neighborhood, Brooklyn Heights, I have personally witnessed how
the increased presence of dogs and their companions has changed our
parks from dangerous, crack vial filled, trash-strewn waste lands into
safe, clean multi-use green spaces for all.  Dog owners who give their
dogs proper exercise, including specifically off-leash time tend to be
very responsible citizens and this translates to care and concern for
the parks they frequent. 
It's a known fact that dogs who have a chance to socialize and play with
other dogs and their human families are much better adjusted and less
aggressive. 
And let's remember that dogs unconditionally serve our human community
as service dogs, bomb sniffers, cancer detectors, rescuers - it goes on
and on.  Not to mention that they bring joy to many including the
infirm, the aged, the lonely.  Dogs deserve some freedom to play and
interact naturally and by the way IT'S THEIR CITY TOO!
Thank you so much for considering this important issue.
Sincerely,
Ann Crumb  
99 Clinton Street, #9, Brooklyn, NY 11201
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: <MereSanct@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:52 AM
Subject: Re: Off leash park hours

I am writing today in support of the existing off-leash policy which has been 
remarkably successful for the past twenty years, and to urge the Board of 
Health to save the off-leash policy and amend section 161.05 of the health code 
to clarify and strengthen the current Offleash Hours policy in NYC parks. 
My three German Shepherds and I avail ourselves of the parks whenever we are 
in the city both for work and recreation, and have come to depend upon the off 
leash hours for exercise.
Thank you.
Barbara Mitchell, Ph.D.
Vederika v. Bullinger, CGC, TDI, CD, CDX
Blue, CGC, TDI
C'Hans v. Eichenluft (he's still a youngster, no working titles, yet)



From: "John Semel" <jsemel@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs
should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Sandro Battaglia (x254)" <SBATTAGLIA@LSKDNYLAW.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello-
My two cents: please strengthen the current off-leash policy into an actual law that would override any 
potential court judgment against it.  My wife, our 1 year old son, and our 3 year old dog love to head out 
to the park (Riverside or Central) before 8 am on almost all dry mornings.  The biggest reason is because 
we want to see to it that our dog, Leon, gets plenty of exercise and happy fun time off-leash.  That initial 
run in the mornings, chasing sticks, balls, and other dogs, lasts Leon into the late afternoon hours.  He's 
happy and healthy because of it, and he's a great big brother to our son because he's adjusted and gets 
his exercise.  In our experience, the dog people and the dogs we encounter in the parks are wonderful 
and friendly and just want some quality outdoors time.  It makes you feel good inside to start your day 
with such people, and it fosters a sense of community.  The #1 thing you can give your dog is exercise, 
and allowing him to go off-leash is the best way to let him rummage around in the parks.  Having these 
people around also seems to act as a comfort, because it lessens the likelihood of deserted parks areas 
(safer).  Where we live on the Upper West Side, I've seen no conflicts in the mornings between off-leash 
dogs and non-dog owners - the latter people understand that dogs deserve their time as well, and they're 
fringe hours anyway.  Central Park is a beautiful place, but it doesn't have any dog runs - the off-leash 
hours are a terrific and necessary means of making up for the runs' absence.

Thank you for your consideration.

-Sandro Battaglia

****************************************************
Lester Schwab Katz & Dwyer, LLP
http://www.lskdnylaw.com

New York:   (212) 964-6611
New Jersey: (973) 912-9501

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED; DO NOT FORWARD WITHOUT PERMISSION.

The information contained in this transmission is privileged and
confidential. It is intended only for the use of the individual
or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copy of this communication is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify
us immediately by telephone or by email to contactinfo@lskdnylaw.com or
by replying to this email and delete all copies of this message
and all attachments.

***********
Scanned by POSTINI



From: "Donna Wilson" <donnajwilson@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I think it's crazy to remove this policy.  I'm proud to live in a City where 
so many people love their dogs, they cherish them like a member of their 
family.  Animals fill us with joy and pleasure and as such people need, NOT 
WANT, NEED to let their dogs run free.  Running free is part of a dogs well 
being.  If the dogs are unhappy, so will the thousands of dog owners in New 
York City.

Ms Wilson
Upper East Side Resident

_________________________________________________________________
Try the next generation of search with Windows Live Search today!  
http://imagine-windowslive.com/minisites/searchlaunch/?locale=en-us&source=hmtagline



From: "Pratt, Heather" <heather.pratt@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:44 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: "Faye Rogaski" <Faye@fayeelizabeth.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My name is Faye Rogaski.  I am a 31 year old professional working and
residing in Manhattan.  Two years ago
I purchased a home at  61 West 62nd Street on the West Side of
Manhattan. 
I bought my home, specifically next to Central Park where I can enjoy
having my dog Mica off
the lease before 9am and after 9pm.  Both my dog and my life would be
drastically impacted, for the worse should this 
off the leash policy be taken away.  It is a place where we've found a
social environment, a community and become involved
beautifying the park as well.  In the 5 years we've enjoyed this policy,
we've never encountered
any problems, nor have we seen any issues between dog owners and non dog
owners.  It's so important for 
city dogs to get the exercise and fresh air they need.  Additionally, I
have found the park safer knowing and seeing
other dog owners with their dogs off the leash after 9pm.  

Please do not take away this 20 year policy that has proven successful
to date.

Warmly,

Faye Rogaski
61 West 62nd Street, 25N
New York, NY  10023

917 647 8749

 

CC: <msthimble@aol.com>, "Claudia Hetz" <claudia@m3nyc.com>



From: "Sirles, Nancy A, SCGRP" <nsirles@att.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a responsible dog owner living in NYC.  Occasionally, I enjoy
taking them early morning on Sunday to Central Park for a dose of
exercise and fresh-air - off leash.  I never let them out of my sight,
and they respond immediately to being called.  I understand that there
is a chance that NYC may amend section 161.05 of the health code to
prohibit off-leash activity.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a
proven and successful public health policy.  NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. Dog
owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  Please
consider supporting the off-leash policy.

Thank you very much!

Nancy Sirles
55 White Street, Apt 4A
New York, NY 10013
212-372-0258



From: <Artemidas@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:10 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <MRICCIARDONE@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off  leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exorcized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are 
present and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
 enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (PM to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9 am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs  should 
be licensed and vaccinated.  

Professor  Michael A. Ricciardone
Voice  Instructor/Conductor/Pianist/Coach/Lecturer
Program in Vocal  Performance
The Steinhardt School 
New York University
35 West 4th  Street. Suite 777
New York, N.Y. 10012
212  998-5104
mricciardone@aol.com



From: Will Shivers <will@willshivers.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:13 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of  
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it  
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC  
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are  
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  -- 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation  
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog  
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get  
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Thanks for listening!

Will.



From: Anne-Elizabeth Straub <felden@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:13 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy. Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of the current off-leash policy in City  
Parks, which already has a proven track record for twenty years.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due  
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercised dogs. Well exercised and socialized dogs are less likely to  
be aggressive.

  The policy is beneficial to the health of dog owners due to  
increased exercise, but also to the health and well being of other  
residents and park users, since the presence of dog owners and dogs  
in the park and on the streets on their way to and from the park are  
a deterrent to crime.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Anne-Elizabeth Straub, GCFT, CSW
felden@rcn.com



From: "james Schubert" <jimmythelock@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:25 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

If you are going to do away with off-leash time, then we need a major
improvement to the city dog parks...

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs
should be licensed and vaccinated.

-- 
jim schubert
917-416-4833



From: "Ann D. Gross" <anndgross@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:05 AM
Subject: SAVE OFF-LEASH HOURS

Dear Health Board,

As a 31-year resident of the Upper West Side, I am imploring you to 
keep in place the 9pm - 9am "off leash" hours in the parks.  We dog 
walkers are the people who keep the parks safe -- we are there every 
day in every season and in every kind of weather.  Being able to get 
up early in the morning and meet up with others and let our dogs run 
free is one of the great joys of living in this city.  It's what 
makes it so liveable.

People with dogs are extremely responsible and responsive when it 
comes to their dogs -- we know when our dogs can and cannot be off 
leash, so it poses no threat to others to give us some time to walk 
with our dogs off leash.

PLEASE PLEASE consider protecting these very precious hours when we 
can be in the park together and let our dogs be off leash.

Thank you.
-- 
Ann D. Gross, MA, Gerontology
Healthcare Communications Consulting/Medical Writing
Riverside Drive
New York, New York 10025-41115



From: "sally frances" <sfrances1@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:22 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
I am very much in favor of continuing the off-leash policy as it currently 
exists, as is my whole
family. We are new dog-owners and have been thrilled to be part of the large 
dog and dog-owner
community we have met at Prospect Park during the off-leash hours. I 
understand that the city parks
have become safer since the off-leash policy began due to the precense of 
dogs and owners during
early morning and late evening hours. Surely this is of benefit to all New 
Yorkers.
Thank you,
Sally Mann

_________________________________________________________________
Try Search Survival Kits: Fix up your home and better handle your cash with 
Live Search! 
http://imagine-windowslive.com/search/kits/default.aspx?kit=improve&locale=en-US&source=hmtagline



From: "Marianna J. Collado" <goodmanka@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis.
   
  It's very important that our dogs can run around and smell things and interact with each other. We are 
responsible dog owners and would like to given the chance to keep our dogs off leash. It would be 
devastating if I couldn't let my dog run around a little bit every day after hours. 
   
  Please, save the off leash rules!
  Thank You,
   
  Marianna Collado
  41-43 39th Pl.#3A
  Sunnyside ,New york,11104
   
  646-270-6979

 
---------------------------------
Get your own web address for just $1.99/1st yr. We'll help. Yahoo! Small Business.



From: "Marianna J. Collado" <goodmanka@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:13 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis.
   
  It's very important that our dogs can run around and smell things and interact with each other. We are 
responsible dog owners and would like to given the chance to keep our dogs off leash. It would be 
devastating if I couldn't let my dog run around a little bit every day after hours. 
   
  Please, save the off leash rules!
  Thank You,
   
  Marianna Collado

 
---------------------------------
How low will we go? Check out Yahoo! Messenger’s low  PC-to-Phone call rates.



From: <maurskel@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:10 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

  
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (!
 9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
 
Maureen Skelton
49 Clove Lake Place
Staten Island, New York 10310
 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <GinaBor@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:53 PM
Subject: RE: off-leash policy

To whom it may concern;
 
I am writing to express my opinion that the off-leash policy be retained  and 
codified by law.
Most domestic dogs kept as pets/companions, and their owners, are  
responsible, law abiding and friendly.  There are thousands of pets in the  NYC area 
that need to be able to run for exercise as well as  for their health.  I think 
it is fair and reasonable to allow  pets, accompanied by their owners, to run 
and play in city parks after 9 PM and  before 9 AM.
 
Personally, I have a 6 year old, lovable, playful , athletic black Lab that  
would only run up to a stranger to 'bother them' if they happened  to be 
waving a hotdog around.   
 
If this woman in Queens feels so threatened by what gives others so much  
pleasure, I would respectfully suggest she enters the parks after 9 AM, which is  
by far and away the bulk of the usable day.
 
I fear the people who have brought this action are intolerant  bigots and as 
we all know bigotry can succeed when others do nothing. I do not  know how 
strongly the dog loving community will respond to this selfish  disregard for 
others in the mainstream but  I have every  confidence that our Health Department 
and judicial system will see how narrow  minded and bigoted this request is 
and reject it without  hesitation. 
 
Yours faithfully,
 
Gina Noonan
150 Central Park South
New York City



From: "Melanie Wladessa" <Wladessam@si.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

                                    October 18, 2006

To whom it may concern,
It really is a small amount of time, 9pm until parks close and before 9am.  I wake up at 5am every 
morning so that I can excerise my two German Shorthaired Pointers every morning before I go to work.  
My dogs need to run.  I can't run them after work.  The dog run at Wolfe's Pond Park is not big enough for 
them to get sufficient excercise.  Without this excercise of running in the parks, my dogs would destroy 
my house.  Dog's need excercise and socialization, otherwise you will have shelters busting at the 
seams.  I am a native New Yorker, have always paid taxes and I also deserve to have off-leash hours in 
the parks with my dogs.
Melanie Wladessa
wladessam@si.rr.com



From: "Scott Reiburn" <Scott@theatermania.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear  Friends at the Health Department of NYC:

We're proud that our little park in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, has always
successfully belonged to, and enjoyed by Everyone: Kids, adults, dogs,
birds, insects, once a rabbit, and occasionally, a misunderstood cat. 

 

In the evenings, after 9PM, when most of Brooklyn is at home finishing
dinner, our dogs, our best friends, help keep the park safe and
friendly. In the morning, before 9AM, when many folks have ventured out
to work, we're out there with our pals, running, getting exercise,
taking advantage of our perfect park. We care as much for our animals as
we do our family, and we would never do anything to allow our dogs- our
family members, to harm our fellow neighbors. 

 

For every rare incident in our park, (and they are happily few and far
between,) there is a woman who feels safer to walk through our park at
night. There is a child who learns the importance of discipline and
love. There is a community of insects, animals, and the occasional
misunderstood cat, who relish and enjoy a safe community, and a safe
park, together.   

 

Thank you for your consideration, and please allow the Off Leash Hours
to continue successfully, as they have been for 20 years.

 

Please feel free to contact me directly if I can ever be of any
assistance.

 

Sincerely,

 

Scott  

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________
TheaterMania.com  |  OvationTix.com  |  Scott Reiburn, Director of



Audience Development

 

915 Broadway, Suite 1406  |  New York NY, 10010

p: 212-352-0255 x114  |  f: 212-352-0880

Scott@theatermania.com <mailto:Scott@theatermania.com> 

 

Visit www.theatermania.com <http://www.theatermania.com/home/>  -- For
Theater Everywhere! 

 

 

 

CC: <msmaus@earthlink.net>, <Jayr11217@yahoo.com>, "Scott Reiburn" 
<Scott@theatermania.com>



From: BLAKE Arline ORANGE-FT <arline.blake@orange-ft.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:42 PM
Subject: You must allow dogs off leash during the hours they are off leash  now...

I hope NO changes happen.

This animal will be very upset!

Arline Blake
Orange Business Services
Business Development
2 World Financial Center Suite 4301
NY, NY 10281
Mobile Phone:      1.917.664.0524
arline.blake@orange-ft.com

*********************************
This message and any attachments (the "message") are confidential and intended solely for the 
addressees. Any unauthorised
use or dissemination is prohibited.
Messages are susceptible to alteration. France Telecom Group shall not be liable for the message if 
altered, changed or
falsified.
If you are not the intended addressee of this message, please cancel it immediately and inform the 
sender.
********************************





From: "Kareen Balsam" <KBalsam@WSGC.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

thanks



From: "Galarza, Pablo [CPB]" <pablo.galarza@citigroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern; 

The reversal of the off-leash policy that Henry Stern, the former parks commissioner, notes has been 
success since it was enacted 20 years would be a travesty for the quality of life of New York city dogs as 
well as New Yorkers in general. Don't let the opinion of a handful of crackpots from Queens decide what 
the remainder of NYers want. Please vote in favor of keeping this quality-of-life factor intact. It would be a 
travesty if a cosmopolitan city such as New York makes it difficult to exercise our dogs, who have give us 
endless amounts of joy. 

Sincerely yours,

Pablo Galarza



From: "Galarza, Pablo [CPB]" <pablo.galarza@citigroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern; 

The reversal of the off-leash policy that Henry Stern, the former parks commissioner, notes has been 
success since it was enacted 20 years would be a travesty for the quality of life of New York city dogs as 
well as New Yorkers in general. Don't let the opinion of a handful of crackpots from Queens decide what 
the remainder of NYers want. Please vote in favor of keeping this quality-of-life factor intact. It would be a 
travesty if a cosmopolitan city such as New York makes it difficult to exercise our dogs, who have give us 
endless amounts of joy. 

Sincerely yours,

Pablo Galarza



From: Michael Fossenkemper <mike@turtletonestudio.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:34 PM
Subject: Off Leash Policy retained

I am voicing my concern that the NYC off-leash policy is being put in  
jeopardy by one man. I would very much like to see the NYC off-leash  
policy retain and even protected by law so that dog owners can walk  
their dogs off leash at night and in the morning. This also protects  
the citizens of NYC and visitors to NYC parks by reclaiming these  
parks for people to use and not have criminals over run our parks at  
night.

Michael Fossenkemper
(212)397-1109 



From: <SteingassSM@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:11 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

As a "regular" at Prospect Park's Long Meadow during off-leash hours, I  urge 
you to amend the NYC Health Code to allow this beneficial activity to  
continue.  Since adopting my dog four and a half years ago, I have taken  him to the 
park every morning, no matter what the weather is, for an hour of  exercise 
and socializing.  Both my dog and I are healthier, physically and  mentally, as 
a result.  Because I appreciate and value this  quality-of-life benefit NYC 
offers, I give back to the park by picking up litter  along with the dog poop, 
and keeping an eye out for the safety of others using  the park.  I am not 
unique in this respect; the community of dog owners who  benefit from off-leash 
hours are united in preserving the park so that all  residents can utilize and 
enjoy the park. 
 
Susan Steingass
315 Sterling Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11238



From: "Sciuto, Linda" <lasciuto@llgm.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:08 PM
Subject: In FAVOR of NYC off-leash law

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I AM IN FAVOR OF THE CITY'S OFF-LEASH POLICY IN ITS PARKS.
 
I am writing at this time to express my desire that the City's off-leash
policy in Central Park and other City parks not only be continued, but
be codified into law.  Dog runs are not an option--they are breeding
grounds for disease.
 
It is my understanding that the policy of allowing dogs to be off-leash
in the parks after 9:00 pm and before 9:00 am has worked well for over
20 years.  Every morning before 9:00 and each evening after 9:00, 365
days a year, I take my dogs for an off-leash romp in Central Park.  My
dogs are healthier for it.  Furthermore, now that the weather is
beginning to get cold, the only other people I see in the park at those
hours are other dog walkers.  Please do not take this privilege away
from us--after all, people who don't want to be around dogs have the
option of going to the park at other times.  Our city dogs do not have
other options.
 
Thank you for your consideration of this issue.
 
Best regards. 
 
Linda A. Sciuto
Partner
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP
125 West 55th Street
New York, NY 10019
Direct: +1 212 424 8453
General: +1 212 424 8000
Fax: +1 212 649 9496
lasciuto@llgm.com <mailto:lasciuto@llgm.com> 
www.llgm.com <http://www.llgm.com/> 
 

==============================================================================
This e-mail, including attachments, contains information
that is confidential and may be protected by the
attorney/client or other privileges.  This e-mail,
including attachments, constitutes non-public information
intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient
(s).  If you are not an intended recipient, please delete
this e-mail, including attachments, and notify me.  The
unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or
reproduction of this e-mail, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.
==============================================================================



From: "Dan Agius" <Dagius9082@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  4:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I support the off leash policy

Thanks 

Dan Agius



From: "Ellen Kapit" <ekapit@Bellmarc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: Timothy Smith <tcranesmith@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:48 PM
Subject: Off Leash Dog Hours

Hi.  I'm writing to support continued off leash hours
from 9pm to 9am.  

My family moved to Fort Greene primarily because of
the park.  From my 3 years here, I can vouch for the
fact that no one is in the park after 10pm except dog
owners and muggers.  Both my wife and I would never
think of cutting through the park after dark if it
weren't for the dog owners who gather around the
tennis courts.  

My understanding of the neighborhood is that it used
to be extremely unsafe and I would hate to surrender
the park at sundown to criminals once again.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Tim Smith & Family
165 Clinton Ave.
Brooklyn

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: Barbara <textilediva@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:43 PM
Subject: Off-leash hours

In 1996 I moved to Park Slope and got my dog, Nutmeg.  When I started taking
her to the park I was amazed at how well behaved both the dogs and the
people with the dogs were.  The dogs seemed to bring out the best in these
NY'ers.  As NY'ers we are often a obstreperous lot.  But not in Prospect
Park and not during dog hours.  Additionally, because this unlikely band of
people recognized the jewel they had access to they also policed themselves
quite effectively.  Dog owner not picking up poo? -- well someone would
approach them, in the nicest possible way, and offer them an extra poo bag.
Still not picking it up?  Then they'ld just do it themselves.  They realized
just how important this was.  After all they often had children running
around that park, not to mention tehmselves.  We worked together and as a
result the Park became safer, cleaner, and more accessable to all.

As a NYC resident I believe the 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven
and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low
rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please keep the dog hours, both for the people and the dogs.

Regards

Barbara Joan Burger
559 9th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: "Steve" <s_fontas@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Kate Myslinski" <kate@sheridanstreet.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Commissioners:  

I am writing to support the continuation of the "off-leash" hours before
9:00 AM and after 9:00 PM in city parks.  The sense of pride in our parks,
the growth of community among dog owners, and the opportunity for city dogs
to run and play on grass instead of concrete are part of what makes New York
a wonderful place to live.  In my experience, the off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations.  Dog owners tend to be self-policing,
firmly letting owners of undesirable or aggressive animals to keep their
animals on-leash or out of the shared parks. 

I would like to see the current policy of the DOPR codified in the proposed
amendment to the Health Code so that future New York residents and their
dogs can continue to enjoy the bliss of dogs playing together with grass
underfoot (or paw).   

Thanks, 
Kate Myslinski  and Archy (the dog)

245 W 75th Street 
New York, NY 10023



From: Laszlo Sulyok <laszlo_sulyok@tailwaggerny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,

Laszlo Sulyok
Tailwagger NY Inc.

questions...? concerns...? call, 718.834.5985



From: Ildiko Repasi <ildiko_repasi@tailwaggerny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  3:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,

Ildiko Repasi, CPDT
Tailwagger NY Inc.

questions...? concerns...? call, 718.834.5985



From: "Randy Buck" <RBuck@cgsh.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  2:48 PM
Subject: Offleash Dog Hours

I'm writing to lend my support for NYC continuing to provide in some 
manner for off-leash dog hours.  As the owner of two dogs (proud rescues 
from the Manhattan CACC!), I know from first-hand experience how necessary 
off-leash exercise is for these animals.  My observation, from years of 
walking my pair of mutts, is that the overwhelming majority of dog owners 
are responsible, engaged with and mindful of their pets.  Far from being a 
threat to the community, they're an asset!  The quality of NYC life will 
be seriously diminished for us all, dog owners and others alike, if 
off-leash exercise is no longer an option.

Thanks for your attention to this question.

Best,

Randy Buck
28 Old Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY  11201
This message is being sent from a law firm and may contain confidential or privileged information.  If you 
are not the intended recipient, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this 
message and any attachments without retaining a copy.



From: Richie Lin <richie888@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  2:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am emailing you to let you know that the off- lease policy is great  
for everyone!!  Its great for the physical and mental health of a dog  
as well as humans!  People, who sees dogs off leashes, can understand  
and feel the beauty of an animal's joy and freedom of a leash.  This  
fulfillment is a great need for the people and dogs in they hustle  
and bustle of NYC.

Richie Lin
115 Fort Greene Place
Brooklyn



From: Neil Glaser <flneil@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  2:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep the off leash hours.
Off leash hours keep people in the park, which makes the parks  
safer.  The more people in the park, the more inviting it is for  
everyone.  Responsible pet owners are a valuable asset to the parks  
of New York City.  We clean up parks, we socialize in the parks  
creating a sense of community and take ownership of the parks.

Dogs are great companions to people and even non pet owners enjoy the  
company of a dog. Furthermore, there are not enough dog runs in the  
city for all dogs.  Please keep the off leash hours in effect.

Neil Glaser
115 Ft. Greene Pl. 2b
Brooklyn, NY  11217
flneil@mac.com

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Royston Coppenger" <Royston.P.Coppenger@hofstra.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:59 PM
Subject: Proposed changes in leash laws

To Whom it May  Concern:

I understand that the Dept. of Health is currently considering amending
or dispensing with New York City's leash laws. As a dog owner, parent
and longterm resident of Brooklyn I respectfully write to express my
strong opposition to the current practice of allowing dogs to run
unleashed at certain hours in city parks.

I leave near Prospect Park, where, as in other parks in the city, dog
owners are allwoed some offleash time after 9 pm. Unfortunately, not all
dog owners are trustworthy, and many do not train or maintain control
and oversight over their dogs. As a result, I have learned to avoid the
park with either my small daughter or my small dog during this time. As
many people in New York seem to enjoy keeping large, powerful dogs, I
have seen many instances of these dogs behaving aggressively in places
where children play. 

If dog owners in the city require more dog runs, they should approach
the city for more to be created. But as a citizen I and my family should
have the right to walk freely in the parks without fear of being
attacked or harrassed by untrained, unsupervised dogs.

Many thanks for your attention to this matter.

Royston Coppenger

                                        



From: <NEWOLFF@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have dogs that live on a farm and visit me in NY. They are always off leash 
and are well behaved. Dogs require exercise for their health and are social 
animals that have always coexisted with people. With a "pooper" scooper law, 
there is no health or other reason to restrict the off leash policy. The 20-year 
offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --It 
improves the quality of life for city dwellers, both dog owners and non dog 
owners. --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible 
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks;   --  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Nancy Wolff

Cowan, DeBaets, Abrahams & Sheppard, LLP
41 Madison Avenue
34th Floor
New York, New York 10010
Phone: 212-974-7474
Fax: 212-974-8474
Email: NWolff@cdas.com
NEWOLFF@aol.com
http://www.cdas.com/

Priviledged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message. If you 
are not the addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery 
the message to such person), you may not copy or deliver this message to 
anyone. In such case, you should destroy this message and kindly notify the sender 
by reply email. Please advise immediately if you or your employer does not 
consent to Internet email for message of this kind. Opinions, conclusions and 
other information in this message that do not relate to the official business of 
my firm shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by it.



From: Laurie Bleier <lbleier@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I suggest to you that if dogs are not given the opportunity to socialize and
have playtime you will have many more dog bites than you have now.
Laurie Bleier
Brooklyn



From: <Gemspa86@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;   
--Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;    --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  parks;   -- The off-leash 
policy is a great compromise for dog owners  and non dog-owners who use parks 
- it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible  dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Hydraskin2000@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;   
--Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;    --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  parks;   -- The off-leash 
policy is a great compromise for dog owners  and non dog-owners who use parks 
- it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible  dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Buddabella@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;   
--Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;    --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  parks;   -- The off-leash 
policy is a great compromise for dog owners  and non dog-owners who use parks 
- it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible  dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Thea Obstler" <tobstler@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health Memebers:

The off leash policy is a good public health policy . I support these amendments, which will clarify the 
policy, and continue to let dogs and their owners enjoy some off leash time. I support it for these reasons:
1) Dog Owners tend to be fitter/less stressed/ less obese than the general population. Enjoying a game of 
fetch woth ones dog at off leash time provides exercise and bonding for owners and their dogs.
2) NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since 
it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;
3) Dog owners in NYC Parks have contribute to keeping the parks saferand cleaner, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; 
4) The community of people who come together and enjoy off leash hours also clean up after the lazy 
dog owners who don't clkean up properly after their dogs at night. It is a close knit community that 
supports each other, and  values and respects the park.
5) The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
6) Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC;   
7)  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  
8) The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.

I am a big park user, my kids who play soccer  (on beautifully maintained and restricted fields where I 
would NEVER bring my dog) and use the playgrounds. I enjoy using the park(s) for 
running/walking/tennis center and skating rinks. I also enjoy walking my dog on leash, and enjoying 
restricted off leash hours when my dog can play fetch and also run freely with other dogs. I think that 
these amendments will allow all constituents to continue to enjoy and share the park in a way that 
promotes happy, less stressful, more healthful lifestyles for all in NYC.

Best Regards, Thea K. Obstler 

1165 Fifth Avenue
Apt 12D
New York, NY 10029



From: david werner <dwerner2@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Ms. or Sir:

I am writing in support of a responsible Off-Leash policy for dogs in  
our city parks. Dogs are a godsend for many of us in this inhuman  
city where many people cannot even afford to have a family. My park,  
Prospect Park, has become much safer for everyone, especially for  
women, since off-leash hours do reinforce a sense of community. Dogs  
are good for democracy. There is a growing therapy movement which  
uses dogs to keep up the morale of hospital and nursing home patients— 
no pharmaceuticals are involved!

Allowing dogs to run free at certain hours in specified areas with no  
exceptions makes life safer for everyone. Dogs that cannot exercise  
are much more likely to become unmanageable and generally more  
hostile toward people.

I recommend:

1. Dog runs be be fenced in with retractable fencing that can easily  
be removed during the non-off leash hours. Markers should be placed  
to indicate where dog feces 'smears' occur. It must be acknowledged  
that all dog feces, through no fault of the dog, is not composed of  
rock-like pellets. As in kennels, a lime solution could be sprinkled  
on the smear, alerting park-goers to watch their step, and saving the  
lawn.

2. The city overhaul its response to dog biting incidents. My local  
precinct, the 72nd was inept and the dog-owner blamed me. There was  
no legal recourse without engaging a costly lawyer.

3. Signage for safety rules for and from dogs should be posted  
throughout the parks stating the following: Dog owners are ALWAYS  
responsible for the actions of their dogs, on or OFF leash with NO  
exceptions. Children should NOT  pet dogs without asking the owners  
first. NEVER put your face in a dog's face. Do NOT interfere in a dog  
fight, etc.

Look to Santiago, Chile, Germany, and other nations who have  
responsible, successful dog policies.

Sincerely,
David Werner



From: <Regina.Caulfield@qc.cuny.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006  1:04 PM
Subject: off-leash for dogs

Please keep the park available during the wee hours of the morning when 
the city is relatively quiet so that responsible owners and let their dogs 
run as they were meant to.  Without that "free" time, many dogs would 
suffer needlessly because their breeds require activities that you cannot 
do on a leash...like border collies need to herd and retreivers need to 
fetch. No off-leash is like a park without a playground.

Thanks.



From: Eadie Adamson <eadie@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:50 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash policy is important for people and for the parks.  
Safety is increased as the dog/owner presence discourages malingerers  
(those who would steal or attack people in the parks). We dog owners  
are always watchful of what's going on in the parks and our presence  
is really important to the sense of safety we now have in using  
Central Park.

I can't believe that a 20-year successful precedent can be  
overturned, especially when it also helps the sense of community,  
socializes the dogs and the humans who own them! Let's keep this going!

Eadie Adamson
1199 Park Avenue, 3A NYC 10128
212-876-3276



From: Abbey Stace <astace@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to express my strong support for formalizing the off- 
leash dog privileges in NYC parks.  I have been taking my dog to Fort  
Greene Park for nearly five years during off-leash hours and it is  
absolutely clear to me that the presence of dogs, their handlers and  
their admirers makes the parks safer, increases public interest in  
and commitment to the parks, and generally improves the public health  
of our communities.  I implore you to ensure the continuation of off- 
leash dog privileges in NYC parks. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Abbey Stace



From: "Beacham, Page" <PBEACHAM@Corcoran.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:13 PM
Subject: "dog off-leash policy" 

Dear Sir,

 

I am writing to strongly support the "dog off-leash policy" as it has
been understood for the last 20 years.  

 

Countless different, and at times conflicting, groups use Central Park.
Along with concerts, families with children, sports teams, runners,
picnickers, birders, artists, walkers, cars, bikes, and roller-bladers,
dog-owners share their time and privileges in the park. Each group
brings challenges to others that share the same space, but for many
years now with a series of concessions and rules, somehow each tolerates
the other.  A variety of rules covering speed limits, areas of the park,
times of day, and days of the week, have resulted in a group effort that
allows each to enjoy the greatest pleasure this city has to offer -
Central Park.

* The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy; 
* NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs; 
* Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  
* The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; 
* Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; 
* Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks; 
* The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations; 
* The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated. 

Please protect our quality of life and allow this reasonable and
successful off-leash policy to continue.

 

Sincerely yours,

 



Page Beacham

 

__________________ 

 

Page Beacham
Corcoran Group
d: 212.605.9220

m: 646.492.9957

660 Madison Avenue New York, NY 10021 
************************************************************************************************************************
***********************
The information in this electronic mail message is the sender's business confidential and may be legally 
privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee(s). Access to this internet electronic mail message by 
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
The sender believes that this E-mail and any attachments were free of any virus, worm, Trojan horse, 
and/or malicious code when sent. This message and its attachments could have been infected during 
transmission. By reading the message and opening any attachments, the recipient accepts full 
responsibility for taking protective and remedial action about viruses and other defects. The sender's 
employer is not liable for any loss or damage arising in any way from this message or its attachments.
************************************************************************************************************************
***********************



From: <Angelgrrl@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Friends,
As a dog owner and a lifetime NYC resident, i find this to be a very 
important amendment.
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs with not only other dogs but other dogowners.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of 
community.
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks
And most importantly,
the off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for listening and help support this amendment. Please let me know 
if there is anything further that can be done to support this.
Lori E. Seid
NYC



From: "Linn, Graig (Operations)" <Graig.Linn@morganstanley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:07 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
--------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE: If received in error, please destroy and notify sender. Sender does not intend to waive 
confidentiality or privilege. Use of this email is prohibited when received in error.



From: "Voorsanger, Cristina" <cvoorsanger@cstv.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 12:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.  NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible
dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

-Cristina Voorsanger



From: <BKR1235@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:52 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

We are writing in strong support of clarification and perpetuation of the off 
leash hours policy.  We have lived on the upper East side of Manhattan for 
more than 25 years while raising our 2 children and have enjoyed the company of 
a succession of four golden retrievers.  Each day we look forward to the early 
morning community we have come to know as dogs and humans socialize in 
Central Park. This group provides a wonderful cross culture of artists and 
professionals, families and newcomers to the City who share a love of dogs and the 
great outdoors.  Owners are responsible about their pets, and their presence adds 
to the safety factor in the Park at the early and later hours of the day. It 
also provides a wonderful break for those who work long hours in hospitals, 
schools, offices, etc.  At least one third of the dogs in the Park are rescues 
who have been saved by owners who appreciate the socialization the off leash 
policy allows their pets who gradually become accustomed to proper behavior.  
Experienced owners are generous with time and assistance to those who are owners 
for the first time. Several owners of our large group are working with pet 
therapy groups to provide valuable weekly pet therapists to hospitalized patients 
in geriatrics, pediatrics and rehab areas of the hospital to aide in their 
emotional and physical recovery from devastating illness.  Many human bonds have 
been established which have lead to lifelong and cherished friendships among 
those those are consistent contributors to City, tax payers and voters. This 
is a far healthier and safer venue for single human socialization than some of 
the late night bar scenes in other parts of the city. Many of these same 
people generously support the Central Park Conservancy in recognition of the unique 
gift this extensive and well maintained Park represents to the people of New 
York.  As an Emergency physician who practices close to the north meadow for 
nearly thirty years, we have had very injuries related to dog bites sustained 
in the Park.  Dog owners tend to obey laws and have their pets vaccinated, 
neutered, and take an active interest in the health of their pets. All these 
attributes represent a huge plus for our City.  Please amend the off leash policy 
to create a law which will permit the large number of dog owners throughout the 
City to allow their pets to be off leash in designated areas of parks at 
designated times. It is essential to the maintence of perspective and serenity for 
pets and people who live in this vast metropolis. 

Sincerely,
Mr. William H. and Dr. Barbara K. Richardson
1235 Park Avenue



From: "Griem, Jack" <JGriem@milbank.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:45 AM
Subject: Save Off-Leash Policy 

I have been taking my dog to Prospect Park for years and know that the
existing policy works.  The parks are filled with happy dogs and dog
owners.  Owning a happy dog makes for a happy owner, and dogs much have
a chance to exercise to be happy.  Without the off leash policy, owners
will be forced to walk their dogs more, likely leading to more
congestion on the sidewalks and a higher likelihood of conflict between
the dogs and unfriendly pedestrians.  In the parks, everyone is ready
for a dog to run up and say hello.  

Also, having dogs and owners in the parks during off leash hours keeps
them much safer, because it deters crime and if there is a problem there
is more likely to be someone with a cellphone who can call for help.
The city cannot afford to replace the vigilance these dog owners provide
with police or parks personnel.  Dog owners have a sense of community
and interest in the parks well-being that is enormously valuable.  The
parks are available for dog-free use most of the day, so the policy has
a minimal impact on the use of the parks by others.

Off leash has worked for 20 years - and it can work for as long as there
are dogs in this great city.  The city has plenty of resources and laws
to deal with the tiny minority of dogs who are a problem.  Abolishing
off leash policy will only hurt responsible dogs and dog owners. 

Jack Griem
462 2nd Street
Brooklyn, NY   11215

=======================================================================

IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: U.S. federal tax advice in the foregoing message from Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy LLP is not intended or written to be, and cannot be used, by any person for the purpose 
of avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed regarding the transactions or matters addressed. Some of 
that advice may have been written to support the promotion or marketing of the transactions or matters 
addressed within the meaning of IRS Circular 230, in which case you should seek advice based on your 
particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.
=======================================================================

This e-mail message may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the 
intended recipient(s), or the employee or agent responsible for delivery of this message to the intended 
recipient(s), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail message 
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this e-mail message from your computer.

CC: <jackgriem@nyc.rr.com>



From: "Tim Stoenner" <tim.stoenner@coloredgevisual.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:37 AM

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;~ --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs;~ --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours;~ --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;~ --Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;~~ --Since there
are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City
parks;~~ -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;~ --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thanks,

Tim Stoenner
Coloredge Visual
127 W. 30th Street
New York NY 
phone    212 502-6512
fax         212-502-9496
Cell         917-817-2518

This email was scanned for viruses and spam by the Barracuda Spam Firewall.



From: "Sara Throne" <sthrone@ssdllp.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Commissioner, I am writing to you in support of the proposed amendments to the NYC leash laws.  As a 
long time dog owner and dog lover in NYC I applaud your actions to clarify and strengthen the current Off 
Leash hours policy for NYC parks.

I believe the off-leash hours policy has proven to be a success:  it has encouraged even greater and safer 
use of the parks since so many dogs owners are present in the early morning and late evening hours.  
Our dogs are healthier and better socialized and I think this has contributed to the reduction of negative 
dog-related incidents over the years this policy has been in effect.  The off-leash policy is a wonderful 
compromise between dog owners and non-dog owners who use the parks, as it limits off-leash activities 
to early morning and late evening hours.  I love our NYC Parks, and enjoy sharing them with my 
wonderful dog.  I urge adoption of the amendments.   

Thank you!  Sara R. Throne



From: <PMCARLSON@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:36 AM
Subject: Amend Section 161.05 of Health Code--save off-leash hours

Dear Health Department,
For 20 years, a successful set of ordinances has allowed reasonable sharing of the taxpayer-funded NYC 
Parks.  At reasonably limited locations in the parks, during reasonably limited hours, well-behaved dogs 
are allowed to exercise off-leash.  This has been of enormous benefit to people who want their pets to be 
healthy and sociable.  It has also benefited other park users by helping keep the parks safe.  It has kept 
dog-related incidents at a historic low level because dog owners can share tips and report problem dogs 
early.  Please amend the ordinance to save these reasonable hours so that ALL of us can use the parks 
that  belong to ALL of us!
Thank you.
Pat  Carlson
20  East 35th Street, Manhattan



From: justin <justo@justo.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:36 AM
Subject: Please change section 161.05 of the health code to restore  off-leashpolicies

Hi there, and thank you for reading my email:

I'm writing in protest of the removal of off-leash hours. I'm sure you 
may have already gotten many messages from dog owners, but I'm not a dog 
owner since it's not allowed in my building. I have many friends who own 
dogs and bring them to the parks (Prospect Park especially). And their 
presence in the parks makes me feel safer, especially when running in 
the park during winter when there's less daylight. Hearing the cheerful 
barks is a nice reassurance that things are going well, and lets any 
would-be prowlers know that others are around.

I spend a lot of time in the park as a refuge from the fast pace of 
Manhattan, and it really makes me happy to see the dogs playing, 
socializing, and running free, especially in the morning when i run in 
the park. When i see dogs that don't have access to off-leash outdoor 
activity, they seem easily irritated, uncomfortable around other people 
and dogs, and sad and oppressed. I think it's very healthy to have our 
animals playing and excited, since this brings the same feeling to the 
children playing in the park, and the owners loving and caring for their 
pets.

Please continue to allow dogs social off-leash time during the 
designated times and in designated areas. It's good for our society's 
health and welfare.

Thanks for listening.

Justin Hugh Daly
441 16TH ST APT 4R
BROOKLYN NY  11215



From: "Meredith Linn" <mbl2002@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:23 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

October 17, 2006                                                        Meredith Linn   

9 West 73rd Street

Apt. 4A

New York, NY 10023

 

Members of the NYC Health Board

Department of Health

C/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health

125 Worth Street, CN-31

New York, NY 10013

 

Dear Board of Health Members,

 

As part of the public comment period regarding the City's successful off-leash policy, I am writing to 
express my SUPPORT for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments to 
Section 161.05 of the Health Code.

 

These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, and that the public will be provided with information concerning the times when 
and places where dogs will be allowed off leash in City parks.

 

The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as for dogs. I support these 
amendments, which will clarify and continue the City's off-leash policy because of the following reasons:

 

  a.. The off-leash policy keeps parks safer for people. Having so many vigilant and responsible dogs 
owners in the parks every day in the early morning and evening deters crime and aids the Parks 
Department in removing other possible dangers to people and animals.  Just a few days ago, for 
example, I witnessed a dog owner whose dog had been stung by bees keep toddlers away from the nest 
and report the nest to the Parks Department.
 



  a.. Off-leash socialization and exercise keeps dogs friendly and reduces dog aggression and biting. Dog 
bites are at an all time low in the city, dropping from approximately 40,000 per year before the off-leash 
policy to 4,000 in 2005, of which only 2.2% occurred in City parks!  The off-leash policy permits dogs to 
get the exercise and socialization that they need to be happy and friendly [not to mention the positive 
physical and mental effects that having a well-behaved dog has on its owner(s)]. Removing the off-leash 
hours would be a tragic step backwards.
 

  a.. City dog owners build responsible communities and help to enforce City laws and Park regulations. 
Responsible dog owners do not condone inappropriate behavior from other owners or dogs.  Support 
from the responsible dog owners I have encountered each morning during off-leash hours have 
personally helped me to become a better new dog owner. I have received invaluable information about 
keeping my puppy safe, healthy, and well behaved.  These owners also make clear to anyone in the park 
that not picking up dogs' waste or not complying with vaccination or licensing laws is unacceptable. 
 

  a.. Park space is limited and everyone should be able to enjoy it responsibly.  Right now there are not 
nearly enough to provide for the city's dogs. There are fewer than 50 dog runs for the city's estimated 1.4 
million dogs!  Although more dog runs would certainly be welcomed, financial and space limitations make 
it such that an off-leash policy regulating the spaces and times supervised dog play is allowed is 
necessary to keep all of these dogs and their owners happy and healthy.  Dog owners are also parents, 
athletes, birdwatchers, artists, etc. who want to keep parks safe and beautiful for everyone.  Most dog 
owners care very deeply about parks and contribute time and money to Parks organizations.
 

I strongly urge you to approve the proposed amendments to section 161.05 of the Health Code. 
Permitting designated off-leash hours and spaces in City parks is vital for keeping NYC healthy and safe.

Sincerely,

Meredith B. Linn



From: Sara Nahas <sara@lonelyvillecoffee.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: leash law

members of the board of health -

please vote in favor of the offleash hours law. our dogs bring so much 
comfort, happiness, and love to our lives, with so few demands. among 
their greatest joys in life is to spend time outdoors, running around 
and playing with their people, and other dogs. participating in that is 
a great joy for dog lovers as well. it would be un-american, to deny us 
the freedom to pursue that happiness. it is especially contrary to the 
tenet of new yorkers to intolerantly deny a well founded and established 
right to a group of people, in this case 500,000 dog owners.

the offleash hours policy as it has stood for 20 years is reasonable and 
fair. based on its success and benefits, it can only be assumed that a 
change to this policy would be out of ignorance, fear, and hate.

we need to be reminded that the price of freedom is responsibility. we 
don't need to have our freedoms taken away.

please consider this seriously.

many thanks,
sara nahas



From: <Czerny777@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:09 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Please support off-leash hours in NYC parks.  It makes such a difference in 
life in the city.  It's one of the few remaining reasons that I stay in NYC.  
I'm about to retire, and this issue will be a determining factor in whether I 
stay or move to a dog-friendlier place.  I didn't have many friends until I 
joined the off-leash community, and my 3 dogs are unquestionably better adjusted  
and happier because they are properly socialized by being able to run 
off-leash.  We dog owners share ideas on dog issues, and keep the park clean.  When a 
dog poops unnoticed by his owner, we point it out to him and it is picked up. 
 After all, we  don't want to step in it either.The Juniper Park people are 
using dirty tricks, low-down tactics, and fabricated scenarios as propaganda 
for their agenda.  This issue which originated in a small Queens community has 
become a vendetta by JPCA against the larger community of NY dog owners.  Why 
should they dictate policy for the majority?  Off-leash hours has been success 
for 20 years; why interfere with something that's working?

Sincerely,

Czerny Auyang
1507  8th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: <AZAINO@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:06 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To discontinue the off leash policy would not only mean hundreds of unhappy 
dog owners and their dogs, it would require an effort on the part of the NYC 
police to enforce the new law that would be totally inappropriate. There surely 
must be better things for our police to be doing. Many people have become 
involved in Central Park due to the fact that they take their dogs there. They 
have contributed money, time and effort to help keep the park beautiful. Off 
leash hours have helped the parks not hurt them. 



From: "Mills, Kevin" <kmills@cstv.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:05 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

Please protect off the leash laws in NYC!!!

As a New York City dog owner, I feel that off-leash rules are an
essential and imperitive part of maintaining happy and healthy pets in
the city.  Dogs who have been given the opportunity to freely socialize
with other dogs are proven to be more socially well adapted and better
behaved in general.  The dramatic drop in dog related incidents in NYC
over the past year should be evidence enough.  In addition to this
remarkably important benefit of off-leash rules, I also have the opinion
that the rules lead to safer and cleaner city parks.  As a long time
resident of Fort Greene and daily visitor to Ft. Greene Park, I can
attest that my park is better off thanks to local dog owners.  Not only
do they (we) contribute to the park monetarily, but we volunteer for
cleanup days regularly and we pick up trash and refuse (not just our own
or our dogs' refuse, but any we see) on a daily basis.  We are also a
presence in the park that go a long ways towards promoting a safer
environment.  Just look at the condition and crime rate in Ft. Greene
park over the past 3 years and you cannot deny the impact we've had.  I
will not presume to comment on other parks, as I am only familiar with
my own experience.  I know that if off leash rules are revoked, I will
have little reason to frequent the park every morning, and I can safely
say the same for several of my dog-owning neighbors. 

Lastly, off leash time is simply a humane benefit for the dogs of NYC.
For many of us, our dogs are a part of our family, and I for one feel
that they deserve certain rights and benefits as honorable citizens of
our city.  So please protect the off leash rules and do not revoke this
one basic right from us.

Thank you for your time. Sincerely,

Kevin Mills

213 Ashland Place #2 Brooklyn NY 11217



From: "Kay Schrenk" <kaylos@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:02 AM
Subject: Off Leash regulations in City Parks

We have had dogs in New York for 35 years and have felt extremely fortunate in being able to take them 
to Central Park in the mornings, to play with friends and to be well exercised.  It is also a reliable source 
of mental health, both for the dogs and their owners.  
Please, we hope to not lose this priviledge, which indeed it is.  Thank you. Kay Schrenk 



From: <Topazface@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 11:01 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Srg02@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:57 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: "Lowy, Thomas" <TPL@corcoran.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:44 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear sirs,

I am very much in favor of legislation that would preserve our off leash
privilege for our dogs and ourselves. 

Respectfully yours,

 

Thomas Lowy

304 W 78th Street. 
************************************************************************************************************************
***********************
The information in this electronic mail message is the sender's business confidential and may be legally 
privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee(s). Access to this internet electronic mail message by 
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
The sender believes that this E-mail and any attachments were free of any virus, worm, Trojan horse, 
and/or malicious code when sent. This message and its attachments could have been infected during 
transmission. By reading the message and opening any attachments, the recipient accepts full 
responsibility for taking protective and remedial action about viruses and other defects. The sender's 
employer is not liable for any loss or damage arising in any way from this message or its attachments.
************************************************************************************************************************
***********************



From: <Loringb@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am in full support of proposed amendment for the following reasons.
 
 
 
   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and  successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands 
of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible 
dog ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.
 
Loring Bolger
568 Grand St
NYC 10002
 



From: "Martha and Larry Graham" <lfmbgraham@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:41 AM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours

I'm writing to support retention of off-leash hours in New York City Parks.
For the last 14 years, I have walked my dog in Prospect Park, and have seen
the sense of community among dog owners, who have become real stewards of
the park.  We are diligent about cleaning up after our dogs, and as a result
of the exercise they get, our dogs are better behaved during the times when
they are leashed, less apt to be aggressive with other animals or people.  I
also believe there's is a greater sense of safety in the parks because
off-leash priveleges bring people to the parks during otherwise unpopulated
times.

I understand the concerns of people who are not dog owners, and think the
current policy represents a fair compromise.  Please do adopt the proposed
Board of Health amendments permitting the continuation of off-leash hours.

Martha Graham



From: <DBurton786@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

The off-leash policy of 9 pm to 9 am has been a success for many years and 
should be formalized. It brings people into the parks during off hours, thus 
making them safer. The hours are such that having dogs off the leash in certain 
areas doesn't prevent normal usage of the park. There is a low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as city dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <ElenaKissel@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health-Please keep the off leash  hours for dogs in New York 
City Parks.The 20-year off leash hours policy is a  proven and successful public 
health policy and NYC is enjoying an historically  low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it  fosters better socialized 
and exercized dogs; Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and 
early morning hours; The off-leash hours policy brings  hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a  daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community; Access to off-leash  recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year.Since there are not enough dog runs available in  the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  designated areas of 
City parks; The off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours  (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  designated locations; The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  -Signed Elena T. Kissel 
(Elenakissel@aol.com)  



From: <OrangeOutdoor@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "S. Frazier" <admiredseazons@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters the growth of the park. It prevents unwanted trouble in areas where 
drug activites can occur. Since many people don't like dogs, they are less likely to do drugs, or sexual 
activites while in the park during the hours that are unleashed. I think it would be ashame to get rid of 
these times. 

Thank you, Summer

 
 
I really don't think life is about the I-could-have-beens. Life is only about the I-tried-to-do I don't mind the 
failure but I can't imagine that I'd forgive myself if I didn't try.
- Nikki Giovanni



From: Marla Dekker <marla.dekker@dekkerbabian.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:27 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Board of Health:

I am a strong supporter of the off-leash provision for the NYC Parks. 
Our family rescued a stray dog a year ago and can relate first hand 
that if we did not make our morning trip to the park she would be a 
high-strung, unsocialized dog. On the rare days we don't go to the 
park, my dog shows it by being more mischievous and destructive. The 
off-leash policy has an added benefit of allowing me to socialize with 
a diverse group of neighbors who share a common goal of responsible dog 
ownership. We are a presence in the parks that creates a safe haven for 
all park goers.

Sincerely
Marla Dekker
211 Greene Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11238



From: "Elizabeth Spiteri" <espiteri@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:17 AM
Subject: Off-leash hours for Dogs

To Whom It May Concern;

I am writing in support of the off-leash policy in NYC parks. This
policy has enabled me to maintain a happy a healthy puppy that enjoys
and behaves properly  in the presence of other dogs and people. It is
no wonder the city has a historically low rate of dog related
incidences, all the dogs are well supervised and allowed to socialize
and release their energy in a safe manner.
The policy is essential in a city and especially in areas of the city,
such as the upper east side, that suffer a paucity of green areas. I
personally enjoy the benefits of this policy in Central Park near The
Metropolitan Museum of Art where I live and in certain parks in Queens
when visiting my family.
Having dogs as companions is scientifically proven to be beneficial to
the health of people. NYC inhabitants deserve to have the privilege to
share their lives with a dog and in order to encourage people to share
their lives with animals we should be setting out to make this easier
for people and healthier for the dogs. Please maintain NYC's off-leash
policy and NYC's dog friendly environment.

Thank-you for your time.

Sincerely,

Dr. Elizabeth Spiteri



From: Dada Leeds <dada.leeds@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:15 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Sirs,
Please help to save our off-leash policy.I have two licensed dogs who 
go to Fort Greene Park every morning it keeps them healthy,well 
socialized with people as well as dogs.
I think it keeps our parks safer .
Thanking you in advance
Deborah Leeds-Nigel and Morty



From: Jerome Sirlin <jerome@jeromesirlindesign.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:15 AM
Subject: MAINTAIN THE OFF LEASH RULE

Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash
privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
 
Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health
policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes
to the current low rate of dog bites.
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We
are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our
beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community and leads to many friendships, canine and human;
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could not
be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.
 
Sincerely,
 

JEROME SIRLIN
204 W 85TH STREET



From: <Karenquinn1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

>  Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to > formally adopt -- and 
extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash 
> privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
>   
>   Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health 
> policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes 
> to the current low rate of dog bites.
>   
>  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since 
> we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We 
> are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our 
> beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;
>   
>  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
> owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of 
> community and leads to many friendships, canine and human; 
>   
>  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
> socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
>   
>  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash > policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
> parks;
>   
>  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
> dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
> parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; 
>   
>  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
> as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
>   
>  As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could > not be exercised off-leash 
in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to 
> formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.
>   
>  Sincerely,
>   
>  Karen Quinn
> 80 Chambers St. #11F
NY, NY 10007
>   
> 
> 



From: "B.L. Ochman" <BLOchman@whatsnextonline.com>
To: "B.L. Ochman " <BLOchman@whatsnextonline.com>
Date: 10/17/2006 9:38:54 PM
Subject: need your help please

Please help!
Dog owners and dog lovers in New York City need to take action-- and spread
this message. Otherwise we could lose ALL off-leash privileges in New York
City on November 1 -- and that's just 2 weeks away.  ***The NYC Health
Department supports making off-leash privileges in NYC parks permanent .***
But the leash crazies who brought a suit against the Parks Dept to end all
off leash privileges have written twice as many letters as dog supporters
have written since the Dept of Health began a 90-day public comment period
in mid-September. 
 
A public hearing to consider an amendment to the Leash Law that would save
Off-leash hours is scheduled for November 1st. But there's no guarantee that
the amendment will be adopted unless we have more petition signatures,
letters and emails than our opponents. PLEASE PLEASE take five minutes to
send an email to the board of health RIGHT NOW. The one I sent is below.
Feel free to copy it and sign your name to it.
 
And please forward this email to at least five friends and colleagues and
encourage them to send emails and to sign the petition at
www.nycoffleash.com which also has all the details of the situation.
 
Benny Bix Ochman Labradoodle and I thank you!
BL 

****the email I sent is below. feel free to copy it and please send your own
email to: 
resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov
 
subject line: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the
Health Code
 
Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash
privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
 
 Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health
policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes
to the current low rate of dog bites.
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We
are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our
beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community and leads to many friendships, canine and human;  
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
 



Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could not
be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.
 
Sincerely,
 
B.L. Ochman
345 East 94th St
New York, NY 10128
 
B.L. OCHMAN  212.369.8312
Internet Marketing Strategist, Fortune 500 Social Media Consultant
Blogs:        <http://www.whatsnextblog.com/> http://www.whatsnextblog.com
                    <http://www.ethicscrisis.com/>
http://www.ethicscrisis.com 
Web site:  <http://www.whatsnextonline.com/> http://www.whatsnextonline.com

 
Special Report: WHAT COULD YOUR BUSINESS DO WITH A BLOG? Info:
<http://whatsnextonline.com/blogbook/> http://whatsnextonline.com/blogbook/
**Cited by Seth Godin's "Bull Market" directory as one of the world's most
creative thinkers.** 
 



From: Felicia Tunnah <ftunnah@downtownny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:13 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern:

This email is to support proposed Health Code Amendments to formally
codify the 20 yr off-leash hours policy.  NYC is enjoying a historically
low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy,
since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Also, dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.
Further, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year, and is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours, and only in certain designated locations. The
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Felicia Tunnah



From: <Smlarthist@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2006 10:06 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it  may concern:
 
I strongly support off-leash hours in NYC's public  parks.  
 
PLEASE, keep the off-leash policy that has enriched the lives of dogs and  
their humans. Running free, fetching and generally having a great time outside  
is great for both the dogs and their people.  We all stay fit!  
 
For many years, when our dog was younger, we went daily to Prospect Park  for 
an hour of park time before 9am; now that she is older, we go without fail  
on weekend mornings.  
 
We have traveled a lot with our dog, and it is clear that our city  dogs are 
much better socialized thanks to this wonderful environment.  In  short it 
makes our dogs better citizens of the city: the unusual doesn't startle  them and 
they are friendlier to other dogs and people.
 
Off-leach time is a vital part of city life -- dogs and parks go  together.  
Everyone's quality of life will suffer without it.  Please  save the off-leash 
policy.  

Thank you,

Sarah Lowe
 
Sarah M. Lowe
497 Pacific Street, #4A
Brooklyn, NY  11217
h. 718-935-9455
c.  718-812-2895



From: Chuck Choi <c@chuckchoi.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:45 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Health Dept.,

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Chuck Choi



From: Ava Reynolds <avareynolds@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations.

To discontinue this policy would be a crime and hope you will do what  
you can to save it!

Ava Reynolds
avareynolds@mac.com



From: "Walsh, Kelly" <WalshKe@friedfrank.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
_______________________
Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this e-mail and any attachments may be legally 
privileged and confidential. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in 
error, please notify the sender and permanently delete the e-mail and any attachments immediately. You 
should not retain, copy or use this e-mail or any  attachment for any purpose, nor disclose all or any part 
of the contents to any other person. Thank you.



From: Sarah Woodberry <sarah_woodberry@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:37 AM
Subject: Save Offleash hours

Dear Board of Health,
Please keep the off leash hours in place for dogs in
New Yorks city parks.

The off leash hours have worked for 20+ years and help
make NY a saner and more livable city.

Please, please keep them!

Thank you,
Sarah Woodberry

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <mtorgan@abchome.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Burge, Marie" <MBurge@INTERFAITHMEDICAL.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash policy now in affect.  I use this daily for my
two little Chihuahuas.  I abide by all the rules and am able to enjoy
this privilege with many other dog owners at this time.  So many of us
meet daily, the dogs run and play and we all socialize and profit by
being able to do this.  The parks (for me prospect park) are safer  with
more of us using these least  used hours to exersize our dogs and
ourselves.  I lived in long island and didn't even know most of my
neighbors whereas here I now know  so many people in the neighborhood.
Please consider what a loss it would be to so many of us .thank you
marie burge Brooklyn ny



From: "Ed" <cspd@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:32 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Department Officials:

Please consider the following facts in making your decision regarding
maintaining the current NYC Parks Dept. policy re off-leash activities
in our Parks: 

1.  The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy,
 
2.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs.

3.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.

4.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.

5.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year

6.  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks.

7.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations

8. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

9.  And, most important, having a community of healthy, well-adjusted
dogs and owners allows new and novice dog owners a chance to benefit
from the vast information well of experiences and share in the
camaraderie of other dog owners. 

This promotes well-adjusted dogs, knowledgeable, informed owners, and
prevents potential dog-bites and dog accidents before they happen.  The
dog-owner community is self-policing, and dysfunctional, maladjusted
dogs are exposed to their owners, and recommendations for strategies to
follow to correct these behaviors are shared.



Allowing the NYC Parks Department to keep its long-standing and
well-supported policy of very limited off-leash recreation in designated
areas is good policy, good practice, and good for everyone involved.

Edward Talenti
246-08 54 Avenue
Douglaston, NY 11362
718 428-7521

Member "Alley Pond Pet Lovers", APPL, a NYC Partnerships for Parks
Charter Organization

CC: <judo2020@aol.com>



From: sarah bromberg <sarah5748@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:29 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm
 to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
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From: "Julie Martin" <julie.s.martin@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:26 AM
Subject: Support for the Off-Leash Policy

Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code, if necessary, to maintain
the off-leash privileges for the responsible dog owners in NYC.  The off
leash hours in the city's parks create great incentives for responsible dog
owners to both move to NYC with their current pets (as I have done) and for
current New Yorkers to adopt needy animals that might otherwise be put down
in the animal shelters due to overpopulation.

As I frequently take my dog to the parks for off-leash hours, I can
personally attest to the characteristics of the pet owners who use the parks
in the allotted times for this purpose.  These are the most responsible dog
owners in the city.  Their dogs are neutered and spayed, and thus not
contributing to animal overpopulation.  Their dogs are well-socialized and
trained to return to them on command.  The owners are also attending to
their pet's mental and physical health by ensuring that they receive the
proper exercise for animals that frequently live in relatively small
apartments.  While the fenced dog parks in the city's neighborhoods are
invaluable, there's no substitute for allowing a dog to have an hour or two
to stretch his legs and to allow the owners to enjoy that exercise with
their pets.  The parks with off-leash hours do not just serve the adjacent
neighborhoods; I travel across Manhattan and to other boroughs to avail
myself and my dog of the benefits of the off-leash hours in the larger
parks.  The owners and pets that use the off-leash hours are a model of
community-mindedness and should be encouraged to use the parks, not
penalized under a broad policy that doesn't consider their needs and
contributions to the parks and community.

As I have seen during the off-leash hours, dog owners are present in force
in the city parks at times of the day when their presence doesn't
interfere with the popular uses of the park.  This also increases safety in
the parks and a community feel in the park during the early morning and late
evening hours.  Having an off-leash policy is the best way to allow dog
owners and non-dog owners to utilize the parks concurrently in the manner
that is most beneficial to each group; this is substantiated by the fact
that the off-leash policy limits the dog owners to certain hours and
locations.

Please take the necessary action to protect the dog owners who most
responsibly care for their pets and conscientiously use the city's parks on
a regular basis.

Julie Martin



From: "Aldana, Diego (HBO)" <Diego.Aldana@hbo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:24 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

==============================================================================
This e-mail is intended only for the use of the 
addressees.  Any copying, forwarding, printing or other use 
of this e-mail by persons other than the addressees is not
authorized.  This e-mail may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you
are not the intended recipient, please notify us 
immediately by return e-mail (including the original
message in your reply) and then delete and discard all
copies of the e-mail. Thank you.



From: Merrie Singer <msinger11201@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:20 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
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From: "Brandi Cornwell" <bcornwell@bbbway.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:20 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am.The proposed Board of Health
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Zimmerman, Rosanne" <rzimmerman@warburgpincus.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to support the 20-year off-leash hours policy which is a
proven and successful public health policy.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs.

Dog owners, like myself, in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.  I was a newcomer to NYC 8 years ago and, virtually
all of my friends are dog-owners I have met in Central Park.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours 9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am - and only in certain designated
locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

----------
Notice: This message contains information that may be confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you should not use, disclose or take any action based on this message. This message 
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From: "Matthew Barber" <barber.mg@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please continue to allow off leash hours for dogs.  Having these
places available to dogs is crucial to their socializing and health.
And healthy, well socialized dogs are safer for everyone to be around.

-- 
Matthew Barber
512.576.5054



From: Noriko Aoki <blinkny@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:12 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

Please keep "the 9pm-9am Off-leash Hours recreation policy" in NYC parks!!!
Thousands of city dog owners need it for the following reasons as well:

 First, Parks officials have made clear that having vigilant dog owners
present during off-leash hours helps make parks safer. Police data also
suggest the off-leash policy, among other factors, deters crime.

 Additionally, Health Department statistics show that off-leash hours
protect public health. Before off-leash hours, annual dog bites in the city
exceeded 40,000. In 2005, under 4,000 bites occurred in the city, of which
only 86 (2.2%) were in our 1,700 parks. So far in 2006, bites are down
another 6.1%. These small numbers could drop further, but always leashing
dogs would cause more bites.

Bites are down because socializing off-leash with other dogs reduces
aggressive behavior and helps dogs cope with urban living. Many studies
confirm this. In short, a tired dog is a good dog. And since there are fewer
than 50 dog runs for 1.4 million city dogs, off-leash hours are the best way
to tire dogs out.

Noriko Aoki



From: "William Ashton" <washton@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:10 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board Members,

 

I would like to register my support for the Amendment of Section 161.05 of
the Health Code - codifying the off leash hours for dogs in city parks.
While benefiting dog owners, this time for dogs will also benefit non-dog
owners for the following reasons:

 

*            Less dog poop on the streets.  Dogs will go in the park.

 

*            Less dog poop in the park.  Dog owners police each other and
"remind" them to pick up after their dogs. 

 

*            Neighbors' dogs will be less likely to annoy non-dog owners by
barking all day.  The dog will get exercise and mental stimulation at the
park and be more likely to sleep during the day.

 

*            Dogs will be less likely to jump at or on non-dog owners on the
street.  Often dogs on-leash walk by non-dog owners and suddenly poke them,
smell them or jump on them.  This is because these dogs aren't socialized to
people and are restless.  Going to the park allows dogs to get socialized to
people and to burn off excess energy.

 

*            Dogs will be less likely to be aggressive dogs.  At the park
they will burn off energy and be socialized to other people and other dogs.
This reduces the likelihood that they will aggress towards people and other
dogs.

 

Thank you for reading this letter.  If I can be of any more help in this
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

Sincerely,

 

William Ashton, Ph.D.



22-52 36th Street

Astoria, NY 11105

washton@nyc.rr.com

(718) 501-2203

 



From: "Danira Munari" <DMunari@jamny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:08 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <mc290246@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:07 AM
Subject: DOG LEASH LAW

  The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to!
  closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.   PLEASE LET OUR DOGS HAVE SOME FREEDOM,,,,THEY DESERVE IT TOO!  
 MARYANN CAPUTO
 BROOKLYN, NY
 NATIVE NYER
  
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Hoffert, Barbara  (RBI-US)" <hoffer@reedbusiness.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:07 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing as a dog owner who rises at 6:00 every morning to walk my
two-year-old mixed-breed dog in Riverside Park. She runs off leash in the
prescribed area  with about a dozen pals, and it is a sight to behold. They
race, they tussle, they have a ball. And having had plenty of exercise and
interaction with both dog friends and people, they are relaxed and
comfortable with other park users as opposed to showing barking or
aggressive tendencies. As dog walkers, we all carefully watch our dogs to
pick up after them and make sure that they behave with other park users. Yet
the presence of the dogs in the park also discourages troublemakers; just
two weeks ago, I turned to notice two suspicious types following me early
one morning, but one big bark from my dog, Scalawag, sent them out of the
park, thus assuring that they would not bother me, my dog friends, or other
joggers, walkers, and bikers we encounter. Police have told my husband in
confidence that they appreciate the presence of dog off leash in the late
night and early morning hours because it keeps the crime rate down. 
Thus, the off-leash policy is not just good for the dogs but good for the
entire city. I would plead with you to continue this policy for the good of
all. Many thanks!

Barbara Hoffert
610 W. 110th St., Apt. 15C
New York, NY 10025



From: garveye@yahoo.com
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:01 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to encourage the Health Board to amend New York City's off-leash law to ensure off-leash 
hours are maintained in New York City parks.
  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.
  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.
  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations.  These are hours when very few non-dog owners would be using the park.
  Furthermore, dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.
  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.
  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.
  Please save off-leash hours in New York City.  This city would not be nearly as liveable for my dog 
without them.
  -Erin Olsen
   

 
---------------------------------
Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 



From: <kgoodwin@gicre.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:57 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Department,

I am a New York City resident, voter and taxpayer, and also a dog owner. 
In response to some controversy surrounding the off-leash policy in New 
York City parks, I understand it has fallen to your department to address 
an amendment to the code and regulations regarding off-leash policy.

I strongly believe the continuation of current policy enforcement should 
be maintained, allowing for off-leash hours in designated areas and parks 
as determined by park personnel, and with input from the community.  I 
understand the NYC is currently experiencing a very low rate of 
dog-related incidents, and in my experience this can be directly 
attributed to the increased exercise and socialization that dogs 
experience during their off-leash time.  My own direct experience is that 
dogs are sometimes more ferocious and antagonistic while on-leash, as they 
are constricted by the leash.  To require dogs to be on-leash at all times 
would most probably result in pent-up anxiety and more dog-related 
problems than less.

I think there are other benefits to the community:  I know that dog owners 
are more frequently in the parks during off-leash hours, and because this 
is at night and early in the morning, it results in a safer park 
environment, potentially reducing the crime rate.  The proposed Board of 
Health amendments do a great job of creating a fair compromise:  it is for 
specific hours, establishes requirements for responsible dog ownership 
(licensing and vaccination) and in total provides for a more social 
community atmosphere in the parks.

I want to voice my strong support for amending section 161.05 of the 
Health Code.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.  If I can 
be of any help or assistance in any way whatsoever, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Kent Goodwin
156 West 56th Street
Suite 1900
New York, NY  10019

212-468-1918
kgoodwin@gicre.com

CC: "Daniel R. Garodnick" <garodnick@council.nyc.ny.us>



From: "Sara Ryniec" <sararyniec@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:57 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of  the off-leash hours at NYC parks.  The
20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community. Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks. The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations. The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs
should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your time and help!
Sincerely,
Sara Ryniec
NYC Dog Owner



From: Colette Russen <guitargirlcbr@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:55 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear NYC Health Board:

I'm writing to urge you to amend section 161.05 of the health code.

As a dog owner, I'm aware of how important our city's 20-year off- 
leash policy has been--not only for dogs but for our parks and  
communities. Off-leash times allow dogs to be better exercised and  
socialized, which creates happy, healthy dogs and people. Dog-related  
incidents in the city are at an all-time low because of the off-leash  
policy: not only is it better for the dogs, but it creates a  
supportive and educational community for people who own dogs,  
allowing new dogs owners to learn about their dogs from other  
experienced dog owners. It also promotes responsible dog ownership  
because it reinforces that city dogs be licensed and vaccinated.

Off-leash hours also help the parks by having dog owners in the park  
in late evening and early morning hours, making the parks safer.

The off-leash hours are short, and only in certain areas; it's a  
great compromise between dog owners and non dog owners.

Please amend this section of the health code to officially allow off  
leash hours in city parks.

Thanks,

Colette Russen



From: "Donnelly, Maureen" <Maureen.Donnelly@us.penguingroup.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:53 AM
Subject: Keep Off-leash Hours

As a dog lover and owner, I hope you will keep the Off Leash Hours for all
those dogs who don't have dog runs and need the exercise.   The hours are
when the parks are least used by the general public so it would not
interfere with their activities.   It also creates a more secure park if
it's peopled by dogs and their owners at what would be a desolate time
otherwise.   And lastly, it creates the sense of community that we are all
striving for, especially in a city as large as Manhattan and it's outer
boros, where one can easily feel lost and not connected.  Please reinstate
the Off Leash Hours.  

 

 

Sincerely,

Maureen Donnelly

****************************************************************************
This email may contain confidential material. 
If you were not an intended recipient, 
please notify the sender and delete all copies.  
We may monitor email to and from our network. 

****************************************************************************



From: "Deborah Meyers" <debo25@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:52 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please amend the health code to allow permanance of the off leash laws in
the city. As a recent dog owner who is scared to take my dog to dog runs
(b/c space is too enclosed and it can get rough) having my dog run in the
park off leash is invaluable to his well being and pretty much a necessity.



From: <gurwitzc@aim.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:52 AM
Subject: Off leash laws

 Dear Sir and/or Madame:
 
I have been a responsible NYC dog owner for nearly 20 years.  I have always taken my dogs to Central 
Park and always had them off leash during the courtesy hours.  My dogs have been trained to come on 
my command.  My dogs have never hurt another dog or person.
 
Exercise for a dog is very important, and walking on a leash just doesn't cut it for a lot of dogs.  Also, it is 
important for dogs to socialize with other dogs.  Every morning I meet 10-20 dog friends and our dogs 
enjoy each other's company, and the people enjoy each other's company.  It is good for "everyone's" 
mental and physical health.  And, dog people are in the park early in the morning - - and help keep the 
park safe for runner, bikers, walkers, etc.
 
Studies show that it is not the dogs off leash in the parks that cause most problems.   But leashing dogs 
at all times would create problems - dogs that aren't exercised or dogs that don't socialize  are more likely 
to have behavioral problems.
 
The issue is one of responsibility.  Please don't punish the good dog owners - - which are the majority - 
-because of a few people that are irresponsible dog owners.
 
Respectfully,
 
Caren Gurwitz 
________________________________________________________________________
Check Out the new free AIM(R) Mail -- 2 GB of storage and industry-leading spam and email virus 
protection.



From: Bridgid Finn <bmf2003@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:52 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,  
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early  
morning hours.  In addition the off-leash hours policy brings  
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  I know  
many more people in my neighborhood because of the off leash time  
spent with my dog and have developed close friendships and work  
related projects with people that I have met in the park.  The off- 
leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners  
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations.  I walk/run my dog in the mornings in Riverside park and  
there a respectful relationship between dog owners and walkers,  
runners, cyclist using the park at that time as well.
Please amend section 161.05 of the health code to save the off leash  
policy.
thank you,
Bridgid Finn

Columbia University
212.854.4726



From: <Sunnypeace@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Leoce, Jennifer" <jennifer.leoce@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:47 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: jennifer greenberg <jgreenberg14@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Barbara Chapman" <barbrinkchap@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To the Board:
 
I am writing to support the proposed amendment to the Health Code that
would codify the current off-leash policy in NYC parks.  I own a small
Havanese, who I bring to Central Park every day from 8-9a.m.  The
community of dog owners who participate in the off-leash exercise and
socialization period are responsible and self-policing.  There are many
older New Yorkers for whom this period is a chance to stroll and
socialize with others outside their apartment.  This is clearly a human
health benefit.  In addition all dogs benefit from the chance to
interact with other dogs.  I have noticed that well-exercised and
socialized dogs, when these dogs are walked on city streets at other
times of the day, are better behaved than dogs who are never allowed to
be off leash.  
 
I am really glad I live in a city like New York where public officials
are interested in balancing the needs of all constituents-dog owners and
non-dog owners.  It is easy to ban off-leash dogs completely because of
a few "rotten apples".  It shows a great deal more wisdom to create a
policy that enables everyone to co-exist reasonably and peacefully in
our beautiful parks.
 
Yours,
Barbara Chapman
 
 
_____________________________________________________________
Barbara Brink Chapman
106 East 85th Street
New York, New York 10028
Res: (212) 794-2018
Cell: (917) 716-3788
Email:  <mailto:BarBrinkChap@Verizon.net> BarBrinkChap@Verizon.net
 



From: lilbeyazwolf <lilbeyazwolf@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Michael von Stange" <michael@inwoodpeaceyoga.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:34 AM
Subject: Strengthen Off-Leash privileges for dogs

Dear Sirs,

Please strengthen the off-leash privileges for dogs in NYC.  Inwood Hill
Park is a much safer place with dogs and their owners frolicking about.
If dogs are kept on leash, then criminal acts will surely go up in the
parks.  Dogs off-leash keep the parks safer.

Thank you for listening.

Peace,
Michael von Stange



From: "Frances O Halloran" <franceso.halloran@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:34 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

l am a dog owner and have been for most my life, l am young 28 years of age,
being with my dog and the people l met are better than being out drinking
taking drugs, it is an important past-time and committment for many, to not
allow us to any off-leash time will make people think before getting a pet.
It does heart good to see him run free in the times allocated, he releases
his energy.

Secondly, l go the park every day, in teh summer granted there are many
people in the parks but in the winter there are NONE, why make a park empty
in times when people don't use it as its cold, it doesnt matter to me when
its cold, l go anyway as that is my committment to him, if you take this
away completely then you bring the utilization of the parks to a minimum in
times when the weather is bitter. Most dog owners do not care about the cold
as they are caring for the dogs

PLEASE PLEASE BE REASONABLE AND REACH SOME COMPROMISE, LIFE IS ALL ABOUT
COMPROMISE, PLEASE DON'T DIS-HEEARTEN MANY TO GETTING THESE WONDERFUL
CREATURES

-- 
Frances O' Halloran, pets name Harry



From: <roniprint@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:34 AM
Subject: off lease laws

Please keep the off lease laws.  Dogs can be off lease to run and play 
from 9pm to 9am.

This has contributed to the safe parks that we have now.  With people 
and their dogs in the parks at night the muggers are not.

Roni Henning
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



Resolution Comments - Off Leash 

  

Hello - please keep the 20-year offl-eash hours policy which is a proven and successful public health policy;   

As a member of NYSWR which takes in weimaraners from all over NY State, I can tell you one of the most 
important things a Weim owner has is the ability to exercise their Weim off-leash.  I have learned that NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs and that Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. 

Most importantly, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community and access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year - 
including the very active Weimaraners. 

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks which is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations. 

Running your dog is a part of responsible pet ownership and the proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated. 

Please keep off leash hours in the parks so that responsible dog owners have a place to exercise their 4-
legged friends. 

Thank you. 

Jennifer Wilkinson 

NEW YORK STATE WEIMARANER RESCUE        www.sitekreator.com/NYSWeimRescue 

wujenj14@hotmail.com  
Helping Weimaraners in need find their forever homes! 

 

Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free trip!  

From:    "Jennifer Wilkinson" <wujenj14@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/19/2006 9:33 AM
Subject:   Off Leash
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From: "Tara Bahna-James" <tarasophia@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

I am a resident of Carroll Gardens brooklyn who regularly brings my two dogs
(a golden retriever and a shepherd-chow mix) to Prospect Park's Off leash
hours. If this option is taken from us, I do not know where I will be able
to bring my dogs (considering they are both relatively large breeds) to get
an ample amount of exercise.  Both of my dogs were adopted, one from the
ASPCA and one directly from a family who could no longer meet the demands of
their growing pet, and allowing these dogs to run freely and greet other
well-behaved dogs has been of immeasurable help in socializing them and
keeping them fit and good natured throughout the day.

The other dog owners I have met at Prospect Park's off leash hours are among
the most friendly, neighborly, and responsible citizens I have ever met in
Brooklyn.  People come with their children, families, and out of town guests
because it is such a special, social Brooklyn experience and fosters a sense
of community.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks as it delineates locations and times of use so as to be
respectful of those who would prefer not to recreate with our four legged
friends.  Please do not allow this wonderful Brooklyn institution to be
discontinued.

Sincerely,
Tara Bahna-James



From: Joanne Miller <mojoap@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:24 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.



From: "McDaniel,Gail P" <GPMCDANI@travelers.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:23 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code to save the current park
Off-Leash Policy.   Dog owners in NYC parks keep parks safer for
everyone - dog owners and others alike - by being there and aware both
early in the morning when people are exercising and in the evening when
others are walking, etc. in the parks.  In addition,  dog owners come
out to the streets and parks to meet other and get to know their
neighbors - both dog owners and not.  It brings dog owners to the parks
for their own exercise, socialization and well-being.  Contributions
toward care for the parks are also made by responsible dog owners and
walkers,  who are concerned about the conditions of the parks  and clean
up after themselves and others.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible
dog ownership, as City dogs are licensed and vaccinated, and owners are
ticketed if the dogs are not. 

Please consider our requests affirmatively!

Gail McDaniel
375 Riverside Drive, 5D
New York NY 10025

==============================================================================
This communication, together with any attachments hereto or links contained herein, is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is confidential or legally protected. If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, disclosure, copying, dissemination, 
distribution or use of this communication is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail message and delete the 
original and all copies of the communication, along with any attachments hereto or links herein, from your 
system.

==============================================================================
The St. Paul Travelers e-mail system made this annotation on 10/19/06, 09:19:30.



From: Valerie Bishop <valb@bestweb.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:22 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping  
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late  
evening and early morning hours.
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Standardized talking points, yes. But all true. Dogs and the dog  
community contribute more than is
readily apparent to the wonderful life we have here in New York.

It would be a shame if we lost this privilege.

Sincerely,
Valerie Bishop



From: "D. Guerra, Psy.D." <stressmanage10@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board,
   
  I am writing in support of keeping off leash hours for dogs in Prospect Park, Brooklyn   The 20-year 
off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low 
rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter being that they 
are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community and access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a great
 compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks--it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.
   
   
  Thank you for strongly considering this much-valued aspect of our community.

Sincerely,

Daniel N. Guerra, Psy.D.
  Whip-it Owner

            Daniel Guerra, Psy.D.
  www.nycstressmanagement.com
  www.breathbodymind.com
   
   
   
   
   

 
---------------------------------
Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Make PC-to-Phone Calls to the US (and 30+ countries) for 2¢/min or less.



From: "London, Jennifer" <jennifer.london@us.sony.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello-

 

I am a dog owner. I adopted my dog from a shelter and am now buying a
tiny studio in Brooklyn for the sole purpose of being close to prospect
park for off-leash hours.  This privilege is appreciated by many dogs
and owners who responsibly abide by the current rules.  It would be an
indecency to take this away from us when it has been working so well in
maintaining the health and happiness of our furry children.  I urge you
to do all that you can to preserve leash laws.

Thank you for your time,

Jenn London and "Monster"



From: "jacklyn habib" <cookiecrms@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:18 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

My wife and are are proud owners of two dogs.  We support the off-leash 
policy.  Here are our personal reasons for supporting the off-leash policy:

1.  Off-leash recreation is what encouraged us to adopt our two dogs in the 
first place!  Both of our dogs were abandoned and brought to the Animal 
Control Shelter in Brooklyn.  I adopted them from the shelter in large part 
due to the opportunity to have off-leash recreation time with them.  Had 
there been no off-leash hours, I would surely have not adopted the dogs.

2.  There are no dog runs near our home, nor are there enough dog runs 
throughout the City.  Having an off-leash policy enables dogs to be 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks, even if they are 
not official dog runs.

3.  Being able to bring our dogs to the park for off-leash recreation has 
bettered our health!  We are able to run, play, and exercise with our dogs 
without having to manage leashes, which could easily tangle us up (creating 
a potential safety hazard).  It has also encouraged my wife and I to get out 
of the house and spend time together, doing something healthy!

4.  The exercise and socialization our dogs receive during their off-leash 
‘play’ has made them better dogs.  They are less likely to bark or snarl at 
unfamiliar persons or objects, they are comfortable around strangers and 
small children, and they are not aggressive with other animals or people.  
The ability to use the park during off-leash hours has greatly enhanced our 
dogs’ ability to be great City dogs!

5.  I work nontraditional hours and being able to take our dogs to the park 
early in the morning (during off-leash hours) has greatly enhanced my 
quality of life.  It allows me to spend quality time with the dogs (outside 
of our small home), it allows me to exercise with my dogs, and has given me 
a sense of community because we see the same individuals at the park almost 
every day.

Please save the off-leash policy by amended section 161.05 of the Health 
Code!

Sincerely,

Domingo and Jacklyn Isasi



From: "Habib, Jacklyn" <JHabib@aarp.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:06 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a dog owner and support the off-leash policy.  Here are the
numerous reasons I personally support amending section 161.05 of the
Health Code to keep off-leash hours available to the public.

1.  Off-leash recreation is what encouraged me to adopt my two dogs in
the first place!  Both of my dogs were abandoned and brought to the
Animal Control Shelter in Brooklyn.  I adopted them from the shelter in
large part due to the opportunity to have off-leash recreation time with
them.  Had there been no off-leash hours, I would surely have not
adopted the dogs.

2.  There are no dog runs near my home, nor are there enough dog runs
throughout the City.  Having an off-leash policy enables dogs to be
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks, even if they
are not official dog runs.  

3.  Being able to bring my dogs to the park for off-leash recreation has
bettered my health!  I am able to run, play, and exercise with my dogs
without having to manage leashes, which I could get tangled up in
(creating a potential safety hazard).

4.  The exercise and socialization my dogs receive during their
off-leash 'play' has made them better dogs.  They are less likely to
bark or snarl at unfamiliar persons or objects, they are comfortable
around strangers and small children, and they are not aggressive with
other animals or people.  The ability to use the park during off-leash
hours has greatly enhanced my two dogs' ability to be great City dogs!

5.  I work traditional traditional business hours and being able to take
my dog to the park early in the morning (during off-leash hours) has
greatly enhanced my quality of life.  It allows me to spend quality time
with the dogs (outside of our small home), it allows me to exercise with
my dogs, and has given me a sense of community because we see the same
individuals at the park almost every day.

Please save the off-leash policy by amended section 161.05 of the Health
Code!

Sincerely,

Jacklyn Habib



From: <Bjjmcc@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:05 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To whom it may concern,

The 20-year off-leash hours policy   ("before 9 and after 9")   is a proven 
and successful public health policy and I support the Board of Health's 
proposed amendment to secure the continuation of this policy. Dog owners in NYC Parks 
contribute to keeping the parks safer for all our citizens, and this kind of 
policy is beneficial for dogs, humans, and our parks.

Sincerely,

Brian McCormick
28 Old Fulton Street, THB
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718 744 7626



From: "Livingston, Kevin" <klivingston@betaadvisors.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a resident of Manhattan for over 12 years and a parent of a 2 year
old Vizsla, I am writing to encourage you to strengthen the current
Offleash Hours policy in NYC parks.  In the 2 years I have had my
Vizsla, she has enjoyed her morning exercise and socialization in
Central Park EVERY morning.  There is absolutely no substitute for this
privilege.  Moreover, my fellow dog-parents are among the most
responsible and committed New Yorkers I've ever met, and the sense of
community is quite strong.  I consider Central Park to be my "backyard",
and take great pride in making the most of it while respecting every
else's right to enjoy it.  I firmly believe there is a healthy respect
for this privilege and that the attendance by dog owners every morning
adds to the vibrancy and safety of the Park itself.  The Offleash Hours
also promote a healthy dog population by a self-policing mechanism
whereby aggressive or non-vaccinated dogs "get in line".

Sincerely,

Kevin H. Livingston

Upper West Side



From: Soraya Farrah <sorayabean@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board Members:
   
  I am in support of maintaining an off-leash policy allowing dogs and their guardians to enjoy NY Parks 
and experience the Health Benefits this allowance provides.  
   
  Some reasons why I am in support: 
   
    
   The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy  
   NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs  
   Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours  
   The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community  
   Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year  
   Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks  
   The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations  
   The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.
  Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
   
  Regards,
   
  Soraya Farrah
  222 W. 15th Street
  Apt. 1E
  New York, NY 10011

 
---------------------------------
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls.  Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



From: "Pfeuffer, Christine" <CPfeuffer@bloomberg.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:42 AM
Subject: READ THIS: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05  of the Health 
Code

I recently had some visitors in town from the suburbs.  They all
remarked at how exceptionally well behaved the dogs in Manhattan were.
We talked about *why* this is so and came to the conclusion that NYC
dogs are able to get the required amount of exercise to maintain a
well-adjusted, well-behaved existence.  Our canine citizens deserve to
be able to enjoy the parks and run off all that energy, thus making them
GOOD citizens.  Dogs who do not get proper OFFLEASH exercise (remember
we do not have yards!) display all kinds of behavioral problems, the
least of which being aggression.  On that note, we do not have yards, we
have parks.  We pay for it too.  I am happy to pay almost $5000 a month
in rent IF it means I get my parks to enjoy.  The current offleash hours
of 9-9 are not unreasonable and pose no threat to public safety or
health.  I am positive that the dog owners keep the park MUCH cleaner
than the tourists, homeless and careless New Yorkers.  When I'm in the
park in the early morning, I am regularly confronted with HUMAN vomit,
feces, garbage, drug paraphernalia, etc.  I PICK IT UP because I do not
want my DOG to hurt himself or get sick.  So, there you go.  Because I'm
there at 7AM with my dog, the park is CLEANER.  I'm not the only one.
My fellow dog owners scour the areas in which our dogs will play and
CLEAN IT UP.  If you discontinue the courtesy of allowing us to use OUR
parks with our dogs, where are the millions of dogs going to go?  They
are not going to disappear.  You are going to have a big problem on your
hands when these millions of dogs are suddenly not getting exercised,
and becoming frustrated and aggressive (this is ABSOLUTELY fact).  It's
not a good move and there are PLENTY of issues in the parks that
actually do affect public health and safety - you  can start with
discarded needles (which are everywhere).

Sincerely,

Christine Pfeuffer

Manhattan Resident 

 



From: "Ashley Swartz" <aswartz@doublefusion.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:32 AM
Subject: please keep the off leash hours in NYC

I truly believe that it will have a great impact on the quality of life for many new Yorkers, especially young 
women who keep dogs for security in the lower east side. 

 

Thanks, Ashley J. Swartz

 

 

-- 
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From: "Freed Sydelle (15K463)" <SFreed2@schools.nyc.gov>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I walk my dog twice a day in the park.  At night in Prospect Park, it is vey dark and the only people I see 
are other dog walkers.  I stay on the path and my dog walks next to me on the grass.  If she had to be on 
leash all the time, I would have to wak in the very very dark and lonely meadows to stay on the right side 
of the law, which would be very dangerous.  The dog people are the most obidient of the park laws.  You 
never see the cops enforcing any other laws in Prospect Park except giving tickets to off leash dog 
owners.  They never chase away the people who camp in the park for weeks at a time, the people who 
are publicly drunk, the people who play frisbee in the morning when they are not permitted on the fields 
afer Nov 1.  We are in Prospect Park all the time, and when we talk to police and park  police, we are told 
that these are indeed violations but they were told not to enforce the quality of life rules, yet we dog 
owners are constantly penalized and harrassed.  Enough is enough, and we need you to stand up for us 
and keep off leash dog hours, which make the park safer for everyone.



From: mary stevens <sunhill@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
Mary Stevens



From: <Comet82962@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Good Day To whom it may concern - As a beloved dog owner and a supporter of  
NYC Parks , I add my name to the list to support the off leash 20 year proven  
success policy and am truly hopeful that we all get to enjoy NYC parks with 
our  beloved animals and children and friends . The off leash hours are such 
that we  do not, as dog owners, interfere with the busiest's times in the park. 
In the 8  years I have been a morning revilers I never saw pone incident 
involving dogs  and people and any altercations . Please help us keep the spirit of 
animals  alive in the park and don't let them squash their freedoms. Halle  
Becker



From: <VioletKatz@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Board:
 
I urge you to maintain--save!--the courtesy off-leash hours, and to propose  
the amendment that would make these courtesy hours law.  As a dog owner for  
the past twelve years, I cannot stress strongly enough how valuable this "free  
time" is for dogs, to keep them well behaved, socialized, happy, and good  
canine citizens.  There are not enough runs in the city for owners to go to  
with their dogs (and I might add that establishing and building the  West 72nd 
Street run which we use, took FLORAL and the city,  together, nearly ten years 
to create, so it doesn't likely that there will  be a whole lotta' runs added 
to the city's landscape any time soon!), so having  the unofficial, courtesy 
hours is extremely important for our animals.  It  is also valuable for the 
owners, who, just like parents in a playground  setting, share info and ideas with 
other dog owners in the informal groups  that develop during these off-leash 
recreational playtimes. It keeps  our dogs 
 
We look forward to continued off-leash recreational opportunities and hope  
that you can not only maintain the status quo, but turn this courtesy into a  
legal reality.
 
Sincerely,
Violet Katz
 



From: <Tjsav67@cs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:30 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam:

I implore you to support the amendment and save the off-leash policy.  It is a wonderul benefit enjoyed by 
so many members of the community who responsibly exercise their dogs.  It contributes to our sense of 
community and quality of life within the city.  It is just as important to us as playing baseball is to others.  

Thank you or your consideration.

Thomas Savio
610 6th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: "Beatriz Franco" <beatrizfranco@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

 Dear Board,

I am writing today to beg you to keep the NYC off-leash hours.  Since there
are not enough dog runs in the city or enough opportunities for NYC city
dogs to get exercised and entertained (which is extremely important to keep
them healthy and socialized) dog owners need to wake up early or go to the
parks late in order to give their dogs a chance to run free.  I already
thought that was bad enough but as a responsible dog owner I would always do
so in order to keep my dog happy and excited about spending the rest of the
day either inside or on a leash.  If this right is taken from us I can only
imagine how miserable so many NYC dogs and their owners will be and how much
harder it will be to keep our dogs happy and able to live in our society.
not to mention that dog owners and their dogs keep NYC parks safe after
hours...

Please don't let this happen.
Beatriz Franco



From: "Julie McKee" <Julie.McKee@ropesgray.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:04 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To It May Concern:

As a responsible dog owner, I am very happy to say that because my dog
is free during the Offleash Hours, he is able to get plenty of exercise,
he is happy, unneurotic and very well-behaved.  The Dog Whisperer
maintains that the very best thing you can give your dog if you truly
love him/her is plenty of exercise.  For those of us who are no longer
young or unable to jog or run with our dogs on leash, a walk is simply
not enough for some dogs and very simply they are liable to become
unmanageable and aggressive. It's only natural.   For a lot of us older
folk, they are our best companions and if we are forced to give them up
because of unmanageable behavior due to a lack of exercise, it is
nothing but a tragedy.  Offleash Hours also promotes a sense of
community between owners and also socializes the dogs, teaching them not
to be aggressive with other dogs.  It's just healthier and safer for
everyone. 
Sincerely,
Julie McKee



From: <Judgemom141@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:03 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven  and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Marcia Sikowitz



From: <RichStorcks@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:25 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I've grown up  with dogs on and off for the past 37 years in  the Marine Park 
section of Brooklyn.  I never new about off leash until  moving to Prospect 
Park 2 years ago and would never have believed it.   Hundreds of dogs can get 
together, play, run and socialize like no other dogs  anywhere else.  I am 
convinced that this is a major factor in a dogs good  behavior. 
 
It would be a shame to take this social tradition away from dogs and  there 
owners who are not infringing on anyone's space at 8am in the  park.
 
Rich Storcks
264 Sherman Street
Brooklyn, NY  11218



From: Bryan Cohen <cohenbt@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please amend Section 151.05 of the Health Code to save the off-lease policy.  With the high population 
density in the City, most dog owners do not have backyards, so the parks are the only place that most 
dogs can enjoy. The parks in the City are meant to be used for the public, and dogowners and their dogs 
deserve the right to play and get much needed exercise.  In fact, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate 
of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs.  

  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for both dog owners and non dog-owners who use City 
parks, since it's only in effect from 9pm to closing, and during the morning hours, and only in certain 
designated locations.  I urge you to amend the Code to strengthen this policy so that dogs and their 
owners can continue to enjoy the parks.
   
  Thank you,
  Bryan Cohen

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Bryan T. Cohen 
423 16th Street, Apt. 2 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
646.201.9107 
cohenbt@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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From: Tessa Keimes <tessakeimes@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
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From: Sandi Carroll <seabeast@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,

It is essential that off-leash hours for New York City's dogs and  
owners be preserved.  As an owner of a pit-bull who was rescued  
through the Mayor's Alliance for Animals, I am particularly sensitive  
to the concerns of safety regarding unleashed dogs.  But the off- 
leash hours makes my dog a happier, healthier and therefore safer  
dog.  The first few months I owned him, I didn't dare let him off  
leash for fear of him running away.  But as soon as I was confident  
in his sweet temperment and social-skills with other dogs, I let him  
off leash and have noticed a dramatic improvement in his overall on- 
leash skills as a result.

Taking away off-leash hours will deeply impact dog-owners' lives in  
ways that non-dog owners cannot imagine.  Dogs who cannot get enough  
exercise and play are unhappy dogs, and unhappy dogs make unhappy  
owners.  Unhappy owners fill up city animal shelters with unwanted dogs.

I also enjoy a whole new community as a result of walking my dog off- 
leash.  I now know my neighbors, and this sort of community-building  
helps strengthen neighborhoods and makes the city safer.  One  
evening, while walking my dog, I came across a young woman passed out  
in the park.  A group of teenage boys loitered nearby.   I  
immediately went out to the street and hailed a cop car to help this  
young woman.  If I hadn't been out walking my dog that evening, I  
wonder what might have become of her.

There is no dog-run near my apartment.  Without the off-leash hours,  
my dog would never get to run unleashed.  Again, unhappy dogs make  
unhappy owners.

I also have witnessed how considerate dog owners are of the park.   
Everyone cleans up after their dog, and are careful to only be off  
leash during the designated hours.  Not many others are in the park  
during the hours that we faithful dog owners are, so we are not only  
able to take advantage of the city resources that our taxes pay for,  
but we also care about those resources and make sure to preserve  
them.  Please preserve our off-leash privileges in return!  Without  
them, I don't know what I would do!

Sincerely,
Sandi Carroll
1017 8th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: Tracy Sebben <tsebben99@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please make the 20-year off-leash hours policy legal
and permanent.  This policy has made our parks safe
for everyone to use (not just dog owners) and is a
major factor in the significant increase in park
usage.  Also, having an outlet for dogs to run
offleash with other dogs keeps them socialized and
happy.  

One of the things I love about New York is that the
city lets everyone live their lives and does it's best
to accommodate all.  Please don't take away this
privilege just because a very small group of people
have decided that the only option is a dog free world.

Thank you for listening.

__________________________________________________
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From: "Laura Stout" <lstout@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:22 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom it May Concern:

As a person who formerly owned two dogs, both now deceased, while living on 103rd Street 1/2 block 
away from Central Park.  I have to write in with regard to this issue.  

I believe that the off-leash policy before 9:00 a.m. and after 9:00 p.m. has been effective in many ways.  
One, puppies get socialized with other dogs.  They learn the rules of the pack.  This makes for dogs who 
get along better with other dogs.  Two, dogs are socialized with other people, which makes dogs that are 
friendlier with people.  ALL GOOD.  Thirdly, it gives dogs exercise, which improves all dogs' behavior.  

I have met dogs that have just moved into the City and they have problems dealing with other dogs and 
people because they have learned to be territorial over their owners and property.  This is instinctive and 
is not beneficial for dogs or people.  

In my 20-odd years of living in NYC, 18 with dogs, I have rarely experienced bad dog behavior.  

Another good reason for making it easier for people to walk dogs in the park off-leash earlier and later is 
that people who might not come into the park come into the park to let their dogs run.  This is definitely a 
bonus for anyone else who wants to come into the park, because the more peopel there are, the less 
likely crimes will be committed.  

I believe that dogs are a boon to society, to the elderly, to the lonely; they get people out and into the park 
making for better-exercised, well-socialized and happier New Yorkers.  And God knows, we all benefit 
from that.  

Since I've been traveling to other areas around the country, I've seen an abundance of poorly socialized 
dogs who are then abandoned by their owners.  These dogs don't get the socialization provided by 
having areas where dogs can meet other dogs and other people like we do in NYC and then get dumped.  

Continue to ticket after 9:00 a.m. up to 9:00 p.m.  That provides revenue for the city and is prime time in 
the park with dogs on leash.  

It is to the benefit of all people and NYC to maintain these hours for off-leash dogs.  I would hate to see 
how many unsocialized dogs will end up in shelters if the law is changed.  

Thanks for considering this very important issue in the lives of us New Yorkers. 

Leah Posey 
14 W. 103rd Street #3C
New York, NY 10025



From: jennifer heister <retsieh@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  9:19 PM
Subject: DO NOT AMMEND THE OFF-LEASH POLICT IN NYC PUBIC PARKS

>  I am writting to urge the Board of Heath to NOT ammend the Off- 
> Leash policy in NYC Public Parks.  The allocated off-leash hours  
> are such low-attendace hours of non-dog owners, that the hundreds  
> of resposible dog owners with well-behaved dogs creates a positive  
> presence in the parks at otherwise unsafe hours.  These owners and  
> their dogs use the public property at a time when the resource  
> otherwise lies unused to foster an enourmous sense of community  
> that would otherwise not exist.  Positive dog training, behavior  
> and clean-up is promoted between dog owners during the fully  
> utilized Off-Leash hours.   The freedom for dogs as well as their  
> owners is irreplacible with in the confines of the city streets.  
> Owners have a calm, peaceful feeling while allowing their dogs  
> socialization and exercsize before returning to the streets.  This  
> allows for less anxious dogs and owners and promotes a lower rate  
> of dog-related incidents.  The benefits of Off-Leash hours are  
> numerous and clearly outweight the opposition.  Please keep in  
> place this 20-year old policy.
>
> Thank you,
> Jennifer Heister
> 485 St. John's Place
> Brooklyn, NY 11238
> Prospect Park User



From: Donya Sabet <donyasabet@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:49 PM
Subject: article 161

I am strongly opposed to the amendment of article 161, which would 
require dogs to be on a leash at all times in Central Park.  The current 
time frame that allows dogs to be off leashes is reasonable.  Any 
concern that dogs will upset children is without ground, as children 
that walk are in school at this time and children that cannot walk, and 
therefore would not be effected by dogs unleashed, would be in 
strollers.  The allowance for dogs to be off leashes during this time 
frame has stood for some time, is a good compromise to any concerns and 
also gladdens the spirit and morale of the MANY voters in NYC.  Please 
do not pass the amendment to article 161.

Donya Sabet



From: <ARBEE19@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of 
community; Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are 
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks. The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks; it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations. The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed 
and vaccinated. And finally, dog owners are citizens too and as such should 
have access to public parks to use in their own unique way.

Sincerely,
Ronnie Farer
400 West 43rd Street
N.Y., NY



From: "Kathleen Marshall" <kmmarshall@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I very much support the off leash policy . I have been a resident of New York  City  for over 25 years and 
have  had several wonderful dogs during that time. My dogs have benefited from the exercise and the 
socialization   that happened with the freedom of the off leash  policy. And  during the time when I did not 
have a dog and had 2 small children, the safety I felt in the park because of the presence of dog owners 
was very important to me. The dogs and owners that I know are New York loving , responsible people 
(and dogs) who make the park a better and much safer place for all those who love and use the park. 
Thank you,
Kathleen M. MArshall



From: <Czerny777@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:25 PM
Subject: Amendments to Section 165

Please see the attached photos.  They say everything you need to know about 
the off-leash hours in NYC parks.  Shouldn't life in NY always be like this?



I SUPPORT off-leash...it works!   These photos show why. 
Note the amount of people who frequent our local dog park year-round which includes children, the handicap and 

pregnant women and all get along wonderfully.   I have hundreds of photos that prove this.  Like children, dogs need 
activity to be calm and civilized.   Off leash provides this along with access to responsible dog owner tips.   Dogs off 

leash make dog owners walk further and the owners look forward to the socialization just like the dogs do.     
 

   
 

     
 
 



     
 

   
 

   



From: Martha Crum <martha@mcanda.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:17 AM
Subject: Off Leash Hours

Please preserve off leash hours for dogs in the city's parks.  This policy promotes well socialized and 
healthy animals, encourages adoption of abandoned dogs AND provides regular outdoor exericise for 
adults.  There are not enough dog runs in the city as alternatives and it is better to have the dogs running 
in the parks at designated hours than frustrated on leashes and pooping all over the city streets.  Further, 
I can hardly see where designated off leash hours hurts other users of the park, who have the bulk of 
prime time in the parks with dogs on leash.
   
  Crack down on liscencing.  Crack down on irresponsible dog owners who do not pick up after their dogs.  
But do not crack down on the dogs.
   
  Martha Crum
  507 4th Street
  Brooklyn, NY  11215



From: Mary Ellen Bosch <mary_ellen_bosch@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

For 20 years I have enjoyed the opportunity to take my
dogs to Prospect Park early in the morning or after
dinner to benefit from the off-leash hours.  This has
promoted both the health of my dogs and of myself.  It
has created a social setting for those of us who enjoy
taking our pets out for a walk and want to use the
park for positive and safe reasons.  And in no way has
this infringed on the ability of others to enjoy the
park.  In fact, for many who can't own a dog of their
own, they often come over to us to relax and spend
some time with an 'adopted' pet.   Because we value
this opportunity for ourselves and our dogs, we make
concerted efforts to return the favor to the park by
picking up papers and bottles that others have left
behind so that the park is cleaner after we have been
there than it was before we came into it withh our
dogs.  PLEASE KEEP THE OFF LEASH POLICY.  PLEASE AMEND
SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
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From: <Opschick@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:45 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

-The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a 
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Skout <skout131@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:44 PM
Subject: Leash Law

Please keep the leash law as it stands in NYC parks. 
Parks are such a wonderful place for dogs and people
with dogs! The city would not be the same without
these laws.
Sincerely,
Devin Sellers

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <Zubi202@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Shiratore@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Tea12golf@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I support the NYC Off-Leash Policy that is currently in place and  
respectfully submit my request to keep this privilege in effect.  I utilize  Juniper 
Valley Park EVERY day to exercise both myself and my dog.  We enjoy  the early 
morning hours and I feel very safe as there are other dog owners and  their dogs 
in the park - otherwise the park might be very empty.  I  strongly feel that 
this helps to keep our parks safe for everyone.  I also  believe that it gives 
the public a sense of joy to watch the dogs play and  run.  Dogs are great 
for therapy and studies have shown that people  who own dogs enjoy many health 
benefits!  This freedom allows the dogs  and their owners to be more social 
with society and stimulates their minds and  bodies which enable both to be 
happier and healthier!!!
 
Thank you for your time,
 
Traci Allen



From: <Carmeloj@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Max Erenburg" <merenburg@private-network.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

How are you,

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please understand us.

Sincerely,

Max Erenburg

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system 
manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If 
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify 
the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from 
your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.

Warning: Although the company has taken reasonable precautions to ensure no viruses are present in 
this email, the company cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of this 
email or attachments.



From: Joshua Lovelace <joshualovelace@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:52 PM
Subject: A Plea To Uphold Off-leash Hours for Dogs in Central Park  

To Whom It May Concern,

As a responsible dog owner, I am greatly dismayed by the possibility that
all off-leash privileges may be suspended in the city of New York. I cannot
emphasize enough how important it is to the well-being of myself and my dog
that we participate in off-leash activities together - indeed the off-leash
courtesy in Central Park is one of the few reasons my dog is able to live
happily in the city, for it allows him an adequate amount of exercise and
socialization. I am a responsible pet owner as are the others who form the
extensive Central Park dog network.

I am a taxpaying citizen, a dedicated member of my community, and I would be
personally devastated if the off-leash courtesy were revoked. I would urge
you - I cannot be overly emphatic on this point - to please uphold the
off-leash courtesy as it currently stands.

Yours very truly,
Joshua Lovelace



From: dm lewis <dannerlou@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have a fourteen year old dog, and for 13  years, I
have walked this loyal old dog through St. Nicholas
park, past drug dealers, fornicating couples, crack
addicts, maurading teenagers, dog fights and more.
Every day, sometimes twice a day, I would walk through
the park with this old girl during the off leash hours
to give my pet a semblance of a natural life in the
woods, and to help to keep the park safe by using it.
 Now that this geriatric old girl has done her bit to
help keep the park safem I can't imagine that she'll
now be limited to being in the park ON A LEASH when
most of her life she has wondered through the park off
leash. She wont even eliminate while on the leash, as
she is accutomed to passing her bowels once the leash
is taken off.
Please consider the quality of our pets life with
regard to this policy. I don't mind walking her at 5
in the morning, as long as she can wander her last
months for a while like a real dog. (even if only for
half an hour, twice a day.)

Thank You

Donna Lewis

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <bguillorn@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  8:06 AM

Please retain the current off-leash policy
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: Michelle Lindenblatt <michellelindenblatt@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To Whom It May Concern,

As a responsible dog owner, I am greatly dismayed by the possibility that
all off-leash privileges may be suspended in the city of New York. I cannot
emphasize enough how important it is to the well-being of myself and my dog
that we participate in off-leash activities together - indeed the off-leash
courtesy in Central Park is one of the few reasons my dog is able to live
happily in the city, for it allows him an adequate amount of exercise and
socialization. I am a responsible pet owner as are the others who form the
extensive Central Park dog network.

I am a taxpaying citizen, a dedicated member of my community, and I would be
personally devastated if the off-leash courtesy were revoked. I would urge
you - I cannot be overly emphatic on this point - to please uphold the
off-leash courtesy as it currently stands.

Yours very truly,
Michelle Lindenblatt



From: <VivColl@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Mary Corigliano" <CoriglianoM@courttv.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Board members:

 The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to this policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs. All of the dog owners in NYC Parks I know, myself
included, have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations. It brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis. There simply are not enough
dog runs and being out in the open responsibly, fosters a sense of
community and provides a much needed opportunity for dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas. 

I speak for myself and other friends with dogs when I say that to walk
through and enjoy the beautiful parks of our city with our dogs running
and playing by our sides, mine is a lovely little Corgi named Luna, are
often the best parts of our days. I hope they continue for a long time
to come.

Thank you.

Mary Corigliano

 



From: "Camille March" <Camille.March@groveatlantic.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,

I would like to add my support to the movement in favor of continuing
the practice of off-leash hours from 9 PM to 9 AM in New York City
parks. I am the owner of a 2-yr old Jack Russell Terrier named Midge,
and we use the East River Park every weekday for an hour of exercise
before 9 AM. I don't know what we would do without off-leash access to
the parks, and I am CERTAIN my dog would not be as well-behaved as she
is without these hours. Please consider the following:

*         Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours. As I mentioned above, I am a regular user of the East
River park and there are many times when I feel unsafe in that area. My
fellow dog owners are a beacon of safety and good intentions. We
self-police ("Hey-is your dog pooping over there? I'll go stand next to
it while you grab a bag.") and are present during off-peak times when
parks are more likely to be used for untoward purposes. Additionally, we
always leave at the appropriate time. 

*         The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours, and only in
certain designated locations. I can testify that dog owners and non dog
owners exist peacefully at the East River park. Construction workers
will save tennis balls for the dogs, walkers and joggers stop by to
watch our dogs play, and even cruising policemen are likely to smile at
the sight of our happy, well-exercised dogs.

Please do what you can to make sure these policies stay in place. A
Manhattan without (safe, designated, appropriate) places for dogs to run
free, feels like a Manhattan that doesn't want dogs at all.

Thank you,

Camille March



From: Cheryl Belkin <viashikse@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it concerns:

I strongly urge you to amend the current "Leash Law"
to preserve off-leash hours, and even to expand them
where appropriate, in New York City Parks.

The off-leash policy has a 20-year proven track record
of improving public health, safety and morale.  Right
now, the rate of dog-related incidents in New York
City is at an historic low; this may well be
attributable to the better socialization and better
exercise that off-leash hours permit dogs.  During
off-leash hours, dog owners are able to gather and to
discuss news and discoveries that affect canine health
and behavior; this helps owners to be as up-to-date as
possible on making sure their dogs are pleasant and
safe neighbors.

Additionally, off-leash hours effectively bring a
volunteer, citizen anti-crime patrol into parks during
times when parks are otherwise less frequented by
law-abiding citizens.  In fact, off-leash hours have
in this respect been a victim of their own success. 
In many neighborhoods, it was dog owners who "re-took"
their parks from gangs and drug abusers, and who
cleaned up unsanitary conditions, allowing all New
Yorkers once again to enjoy the parks.  If off-leash
hours are summarily ended, we run the risk of
reinviting unrestrained hooliganism and crime into the
parks between the hours of 9 p.m. and 9 a.m., and of
quickly reducing the parks to such a condition that
they can no longer be enjoyed by anyone.

Off-leash hours in our parks are also one of the only
times and places many New Yorkers, myself included,
feel comfortable socializing with our neighbors.  It
is a sad fact of life here that strangers do not talk
to one another; that if one is approached by a
stranger (unless that stranger is looking for
directions) one has cause to worry.  Off-leash hours
are the great exception to that reality; dog walkers
become automatic friends, since we share a common
passion.  And because we share that passion, we
protect it: failure to pick up dog waste, or allowing
dogs too close to the one or two pedestrians who skirt
the park during the pre-9:00 a.m hour, or simple
excessive barking, are just not tolerated.

There has yet to be a court case or newspaper article
that has sited any dog-related incident during
off-leash hours.  That is because such incidents DO



NOT HAPPEN; even the original brief by the Juniper
Park Civic Association does not site a single incident
during off-leash hours.  Off leash times/places are
chosen by the Parks Department because they are the
times/places when dogs and non-dog owning humans will
not meet.  The Parks Department has found a fair and
safe way to distribute use of its facilities, to whit:
dog owners (a.k.a. a significant portion of the
general public, and a portion that is hit with the
extra tax of licensing, for which they derive no
benefits) are satisfied because we are allowed set
times and places to let our dogs off leash.  The
non-dog owning public is satisfied because it can
enjoy our parks during the hours when it actually uses
them.

Nobody is arguing that dog poop should not be scooped,
that doggie noise pollution should be tolerated, or
that domesticated dogs should transform into feral
packs in our parks between the hours of 9 p.m. and 9
a.m.  We only wish to continue enjoying the "common
sense" approach the Parks Department has successfully
brought to bear for the past twenty years.  Sadly,
those who hate blindly quickly lose both common sense
and any willingness to compromise.

My thanks go out to the Health Department for
supporting compromise, and for seeking to find an
equitable solution.  Hopefully, this seemingly minor
issue will soon cease to be a source of contention
between New Yorkers.

Sincerely,
Cheryl Anne Belkin
22-62 33rd Street, Astoria, New York City



From: Jean Mizutani <jmizu@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  6:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

18/19/06

Dear Health Commissioner,
I am writing to encourage the Department of Health to make Off-leash hours an official policy.

 Off-leash hours have given NYC's dog owning families an opportunity to rise to a higher level of 
responsibility. We now know that licensing, vaccination and the prompt clean up of waste is not enough. 
Off-leash hours have enabled us to add socialization and exercise to the list with wonderful results for 
dogs and the people around them.  Over the course of this twenty year period, we have seen dog related 
incidents fall even as dog ownership increases.Very, very few problems have been caused by off-leash 
hours; instead, many pets, including rescues, have been socialized.  Experience and statistics have 
already proven that this policy is safe and beneficial.

Formalizing this policy will make it safer. Once Section 161.05 is amended, signs can be posted that 
specify the time and place where off-leash hours are in effect. Informative signs will clearly establish both 
restrictions and rights for dog owners as well as notify the general public so that anyone  preferring not to 
be in an area with unleashed dogs knows  exactly where they are and when. 

 I respectfully urge you to make this successful policy official.

Sincerely,

Jean Mizutani
8284 61 Drive
Middle Village, NY 11379
jmizu@earthlink.net



From: <Abzudusk@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in support of maintaining off leash privileges for dog owners in 
NYC.   This 20 year policy has been proven to be successful, and NYC has 
actually been experiencing a low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
off-leash hours policy because it creates better socialized and exercised dogs.   Dogs 
getting proper exercise is the number one thing dog trainers site hat helps 
create better behaved dogs. 
In addition, there are not enough dog runs to accomodate the dogs in NYC, and 
the presence of dogs and dog owners in the park during off leash hours makes 
it a much safer environment for all. 
                                                                              
      Claudia Bader



From: <JPliner@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to clarify and strengthen  
the Off-Leash Hours Policy in New York City Parks.  As a frequenter of  
Riverside Park, where dozens of well-socialized dogs and their owners  congregate 
every morning, I can attest to the benefits of the policy.  It  contributes to 
the sense of community.  It promotes use of our parks and,  therefore makes the 
parks safer.  It provides recreation and  socialization for dogs and their 
owners in a natural environment instead of  dusty, dirty dog runs. It's a 
wonderful thing.  It would be a travesty  to deny dog owners and their well-behaved 
dogs their special time in  New York city's parks.  I urge you to save the Off 
Leash Hours  Policy.  Please.
 
Sincerely,
Jayne Pliner
 
 



From: "Dana Crowell" <DCrowell@spenceschool.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.govÊ>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:45 PM
Subject: Save Off-leash rights in all NYC parks

Dear NYC Health Board,

Please save our rights to walk our dogs off-leash according to the current
rules. They work beautifully. We have walked our dog off-leash until 9
a.m. in the designated area above 110th street in Riverside Park for the
past five years, so we have intimate experience with these laws and how
they work. We and hundreds of our neighbors have raised dogs because we
know that we can exercise them properly in the parks near us. The dog runs
are not even big enough to throw a ball for one dog to reach a full
gallop, let alone 30 or more dogs at a time. Dogs and their owners are
virtually the only users of the parks in the early morning, helping to
make the area more populated and safe for the occasional solitary runner.
We are major users of the park and our rights should be equal to those of
other residents.

Dana Boocock Crowell
Resident of the Morningside Heights area.



From: Alberta Frederick <albertafrederick@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.



From: "Diane Alexander" <dialex@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:52 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.  The program allows enjoyment 
of the park for everyone.  There are not enough dog runs in the city - and those we have are small, lack 
greenery and by their very nature separate one group of people from another.  The off-leash policy is a 
compromise allowing the use by dog owners at non-traditional hours - from 9:00 pm to closing and from 
open to 9:00 am.  The locations are designated so anyone who does not want to interact with dogs can 
avoid those areas during those hours.  I believe they also make the park safer - more people in hours 
when it is dark and more crime is committed.  

Off-leash hours promotes socialization and peer pressure ensures compliance with waste control and the 
control and good behavior of dogs.

Dogs need people and people need dogs and the off-leash policy allows for exercise and socialization for 
both.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.  My dog is spayed, licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your time and consideration



From: "Margaret Healy" <killevy@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs:

This has been a policy that has worked better than most others and for a
long time.  It makes many people happy – dogowners, daytime park users,
late and early park users who now don’t have to fear being there alone.
As a pet owner and native New Yorker, I think it is an effective way for
me to be able to use the park in off hours so I can also benefit from
having a park available as well as the many that use it during the day.  I
don’t want to feel ostracized from the community because I am a pet owner.
And certainly not in the city that I love and was born in.  NY is not a
provincial small town catering to one small group interest, and I
emphasize small.

Please don’t undo such a wonderful arrangement which has contributed to
making NY so special in so many ways.

Sincerely,

Margaret Healy



From: Lisa <wolfatwork@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

> 
> 
> Please maintain the twenty year policy that has allowed dogs to be off their
> leashes in public parks during certain hours. There have been very few
> problems due to this policy, but there have been some benefits, such as the
> fact that parks are safer during these hours due to the presence of more --
> dog owners and their pets.
> 



From: "Beth Maulik" <emaulik@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:08 PM
Subject: Dogs off leash

Please keep the off leash hours policy because it has proven over the last 20 years that it has led to 
NYC enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  

Beth Maulik



From: Laura Teusink <lteusink@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  5:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since
it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to
keeping the parks safter, since they are present
and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;
--ACcess to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to
get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations; --The
proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health 
Code 

  

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am writing in regard to the 20-year off-leash hours policy, which has been a proven and successful public health policy. 
New York City is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, as it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs.  

My husband and I (and our dog) regularly visit Central Park before 9:00 a.m., in addition to many other dog owners and their 
dogs. I would not visit the park during this time if it were not for off-leash hours, and in fact, the park would be a pretty 
empty place at that time if it were not for the off-leash hours. Dog owners and their dogs help keep the parks populated 
during low usage times and therefore help keep them safe places to be. 

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks. It's only for certain hours 
(9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations. The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated. Please amend 
section 161.05 of the Health Code. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Whitin Mitchell 

355 East 86th Street, Apt. 3I 

New York, NY 10028 

 

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 

From:    "Becca Whitin Mitchell" <beccawhitin@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/19/2006 4:55 PM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code
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From: "Julie Edwards" <jedwards@digitas.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you in support of the proposed amendments to Section
161.05 of the Health Code.  I am a dog-lover, but also a lover of this
city and all it's citizens (both four and two legged).  It was actually
getting a dog that truly made me feel connected to my community and
neighborhood (the Upper West Side).  

The proposed amendments have many benefits for our dogs.  It helps
ensure that our dogs are better socialized and exercised (all of which
contribute to lower rates of dog-related incidents both on and
off-leash).  Having a dog and having continued dog and dog-owner
presence in our parks also helps our safety.  I remember years when I
avoided the parks in our city, but feel strongly that the off-leash
policy and hours have significantly helped contribute to increased
safety in the parks during early and late hours.

The off-leash hours are a great compromise for all of us that use the
parks.  It's only for certain hours and only in certain designated
location.  And given the dearth of available dog-runs for dogs to
exercise it is promoting their health through exercise, plus the
addition of mandatory licensing and vaccination.  

Please support the proposed amendments.

 

Thank you,

 

Julie Edwards (& Homer a lovable park-loving mutt)

 



From: "Tandon, Vipul" <Vipul.Tandon@soros.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year Off-leash Hours policy has been a public health success.

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Thank you.

 

 

Vipul B Tandon

Soros Fund Management

Principal - Private Equity

888 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10106

(212) 320-5539 (Office)



(646) 731-5539 (Fax)

vipul.tandon@soros.com

 

 



From: "Nicole P. Marwell" <npm8@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

October 19, 2006

To the Board of Health:

I write to express my unequivocal support for the amendment to Section 161.05 of the health code, to 
permit off-leash hours in New York City parks between 9 pm and 9 am.  I adopted my dog, Bohdi, four 
years ago.  When I first started walking him in the area north of 108th Street in Riverside Park, I always 
kept him on the leash.  He would lunge at other dogs we passed, and I worried that fights would break out 
between him and other dogs.  Then I learned from my fellow early-morning Riverside Park dog-walkers 
that dogs actually learned to socialize better when they were free from the confines of the leash.  I started 
letting Bohdi off leash, watching him carefully, and he soon grew accustomed to all the other dogs and 
played happily with them.  The off-leash policy allows Bohdi to tire himself out every morning, to learn 
how to co-exist with other dogs, and has completely eliminated any aggressive behavior.  In addition, I 
myself benefit from the daily socializing with the other dog owners during off-leash time, and so do all the 
other park users: Jane Jacobs' famous adage about "eyes on the street" protecting urban pedestrians 
goes double for parks.  I cannot urge you strongly enough to continue the off-leash policy.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Nicole P. Marwell
610 W. 115 Street, New York, NY
Associate Professor of Sociology, Columbia University



From: <Katherine.Patton@jpmorgan.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:38 PM
Subject: NYC Dog Offleash Policy - In Support of Amendments to Section 165

I am very concerned that the current dog offleash policy is threatened.  I 
feel that the 20-year Offleash Hours policy has proven to be a good public 
health policy and would appreciate your support in making it a permanent 
part of the NYC Parks.

Responsible dog ownership is a benefit to the health of New Yorkers. 
Responsible offleash recreation brings thousands of people like myself 
into the parks, building community among people and fostering improved 
mental and physical health while both humans and dogs get some gentle, 
stress-free exercise.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have been credited with keeping parks safer in the 
evening and early in the morning.

Access to offleash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize many, many abandoned dogs in NYC each year, thus sparing the 
city the cost of capturing, confining, and ultimately euthanising them.

In addition, offleash recreation is important to my quality of life.  I 
meet at least 4 other women (aged 50+) and their dogs in Prospect Park at 
5:45 each morning.  Most of the year it is dark, and I have a 14-lb dog. 
We met through our dogs and have developed a lasting relationship.  This 
would not have been possible without the offleash policy in Prospect Park. 
 Prospect Park would not be the Crown Jewel it is without the offleash 
policy.

I have attached an Op-Ed piece that ran in the New York Times on August 
27, 2006.

Sincerely,
Katherine L. Patton
36 Plaza Street - East
Apt 11B
Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-789-5566

This communication is for informational purposes only. It is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any financial instrument or as an official confirmation of any transaction. All market 
prices, data and other information are not warranted as to completeness or accuracy and are subject to 
change without notice. Any comments or statements made herein do not necessarily reflect those of 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., its subsidiaries and affiliates.

This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, legally privileged, and/or exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance 
thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Although this transmission and any attachments are believed to be 
free of any virus or other defect that might affect any computer system into which it is received and 
opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is 
accepted by JPMorgan Chase & Co., its subsidiaries and affiliates, as applicable, for any loss or damage 



August 27, 2006  
Op-Ed Contributor  

Mad Dogs  
By TED KERASOTE  
Kelly, Wyo. 
THIS week, Judge Peter Kelly of the New York State Supreme Court may incarcerate 1.4 
million New Yorkers. Their crime? Being dogs. 
The Juniper Park Civic Association in Queens is taking the city to court over its 1959 
leash law, which requires dogs in public places to be restrained by a leash of no more 
than six feet. In recent years, the law hasn’t been fully enforced. Instead, city park 
administrators have accommodated the recreational needs of dogs and their owners by 
instituting “courtesy hours,” usually between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m., during which dogs, under 
the voice command of humans, can be off-leash in designated areas of the parks. The 
crown jewel of the courtesy-hour system is Brooklyn’s Prospect Park, where one can see 
dozens of dogs frolicking on weekday mornings and several hundred on the weekend.  
But with 1.4 million dogs in the city, someone in some park at some time will be bitten, 
just as someone will be struck by a softball, hit by a cyclist or run over by a car. The 
association has argued that the public must be protected from these occasional bites by 
restraining dogs at all times. Their reasoning is hardly unique. Across America, more and 
more urban and suburban communities have instituted leash laws, not only to protect the 
public against dog bites, but also to protect against lawsuits.  
The upshot is that dogs lead ever more incarcerated lives at the end of a very short lead, 
and dog owners don’t get to play with them in the way dogs and people have interacted 
for thousands of years. This loss might be viewed as one of the tradeoffs that comes with 
living in an urbanized world — if, that is, leash laws actually worked as intended.  
But after nearly 50 years of watching them in operation, we can say that they’ve brought 
about the opposite of what we’ve hoped: dogs that are constantly leashed aren’t as well 
socialized as dogs that get to meet other dogs off-leash; they display more behavioral 
problems; and they’re often more aggressive. These are the very sorts of dogs that, 
spending their lives away from their own kind — often in a city apartment or suburban 
yard — bark their heads off at passers-by, make the mailman’s life hell and act 
aggressively toward other dogs and people. 
Yet, proponents of strong leash laws have a point: 4.7 million dog bites were reported by 
the Centers for Disease Control in 1994. However, the C.D.C. and its Canadian 
counterpart also note that the majority of these dog bites — 75 percent in the United 
States and 65 percent in Canada — didn’t happen to pedestrians who encountered an off-
leash dog in a public place. Rather, most dog bites occurred within the home to a family 
member who knew the dog. In fact, only 1.1 percent of all dog bites surveyed in Canada 
occurred in public parks or sports and recreation areas. Data on emergency room visits in 
the United States also puts the danger of dog bites into perspective. Only 1.3 percent of 



all people admitted to emergency rooms in the United States are treated for dog bites. The 
chances of being bitten by a dog are about the same as being poisoned. 
The chances of being bitten by an urban dog are even lower. Their caretakers, being city 
people and not so wedded to automobiles, walk, and when they walk they take their dogs 
with them. If they have access to parks that allow off-leash recreation, their dogs run and 
play with other dogs, burning off pent-up energy. In addition, both person and dog get 
what many of us want nearly every day: access to some green space, safety from cars, 
exercise and conversation with our own kind. 
New York’s dog owners and their dogs deserve these basics, and not simply because the 
dog owners pay taxes that support the parks. The benefits of off-leash recreation have 
spread far beyond dogs and their owners. Parks that were once hangouts for criminals 
have been reclaimed for the non-dog-owning public, in part, by the presence of so many 
law-abiding citizens walking their dogs at all hours and in bad weather. 
Sending the city’s dogs back to leash jail won’t make the parks any safer. The leash law 
and off-leash courtesy hours have worked synergistically to control dogs on crowded 
streets while allowing them and their owners to enjoy a small portion of the city’s green 
space. Both should be kept.  
Ted Kerasote is the author of the forthcoming “Merle’s Door: How Dogs Might Live if 
They Were Free.” 



From: Luis Torres <LTorres@blx.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:37 PM
Subject: Off leash Hours

Dear Sirs/Madames,

The 9pm to 9am offleash policy is very important to the dogs of NYC.  In
many parks where there is not a dog run, it is a perfect opportunity for
these dogs to get much needed exercise.

Not everyone has the resources to get to a dog park.

Kind regards,
Luis A. Torres
70 Washington Street
Apartment 6V
Brooklyn, NY  11201

All information in this message and attachments is confidential and may be
legally privileged. Only intended recipients are authorized to use it.
E-mail transmissions are not guaranteed to be secure or error free and
sender does not accept liability for such errors or omissions. The company
will not accept any liability in respect of such communication that
violates our e-Mail Policy."
English - More information  http://www.blx.com/endis.html
*** Español - Información:  http://www.blx.com/esdis.html           ***
Portugues - Informação: http://www.blx.com/podis.html



From: "Hilary E. Clark" <hclark9@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to voice my strong support of the 9pm - 9am off leash  
policy in Central Park.
There are a number of reasons why I support them (see below), BUT THE  
SIMPLE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT IF I HAVE TO LEASH MY DOG AT ALL  
HOURS, I WILL PROBABLY LEAVE NYC.

I CAN WALK HIM ON LEASH, BUT I HAVE HEALTH ISSUES THAT PREVENT ME  
FROM RUNNING WITH HIM OR TAKING VERY LONG WALKS. THE OFF-LEASH POLICY  
ALLOWS HIM TO GET EXERCISE WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING MY HEALTH.

HAVING A DOG IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO ME  AND HAS MADE ME ENJOY THE  
CITY BEYOND MY EXPECTATIONS. IF I CANNOT CARE FOR MY DOG PROPERLY BY  
GIVING HIM ENOUGH EXERCISE THEN I DON'T WANT TO LIVE HERE ANY MORE.

THE FOLLOWING ARE OTHER IMPORTANT, MORE GENERAL REASONS TO AMEND THE  
HEALTH CODE TO ALLOW FOR AN OFF-LEASH POLICY:
--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THE ABOVE.

H. CLARK, NEW YORK CITY



From: <Hopchester@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
signed 
T. Hopkins



From: henry falco <hfalco@pipeline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

please dont change the off leash law, my dog would go crazy.



From: "Spring, Jennifer" <JSpring@co.bergen.nj.us>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep the off leash law.  Doggies need to be able to enjoy the
park too!



From: Claire Nitze <clairenitze@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please don't get rid of the off-leash policy for dog owners in NYC parks.
It's a great time for my dog to socialize and run around with his
friends...and it's also nice for the dog-owner community - and the entire
community at large.

Keep the hour, please, for those of us who love our dogs and are responsible
participants in the policy.

Thank you!

Claire Nitze
Owner of Dakota



From: Louise Lansky Ehrmann <lmlansky@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  Ladies and Gentlemen,
   
  Although we don't have a dog, my husband and I support the off-leash hours policy.  I think that the 
parks are for everyone to enjoy and even as the mother of a very young child who enjoys the parks, I still 
think there's room in the parks for dogs to have some time off leash. I have found that most dog owners 
are very responsible about making sure their dogs don't annoy anyone who is clearly uncomfortable 
around them and my husband and I have never had a problem with a dog off-leash and my child.  I also 
believe the parks are safer having dogs and dog walkers running around the parks early morning and late 
evening.  
   
  Please do what you can to save the off-leash policy.  
   
  Sincerely,
   
  Louise Ehrmann
  70 Washington St., Apt. 6S
  Brooklyn, NY 11201
   
   

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.



From: <MGreermd@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <corman-miller@att.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:22 PM
Subject: support off leash hours

 I am writing to voice my support for continuing the off leash hours for dogs in the city parks. The first 
requirement for good behavior and good health for a dog is exercise. The small city dog runs, though 
helpful, don't offer the space that the off leash parks provide. We have a Portuguese Water Dog and the 
only place for him to swim in the NYC area is the dog beach in Prospect Park. We drive from Manhattan 
to Brooklyn every weekend to give him the chance to swim and run in Prospect Park. 
 Concerned dog owners, those who take care of the needs of their animals, are responsible owners. We 
license and clean up after our dogs. We respect the park rules and our presence in the parks in the off 
hours provides a measure of safety and a sense of community.
 Thank you for considering changing the laws that govern the off leash hours so that we may continue to 
enjoy this aspect of city life in the greatest city in the world.
 Respectfully,
 Judith S. Miller & Huck Finn (Portuguese Water Dog)



Resolution Comments - save off-leash hours. 

  

Hello.  I live in Manhattan and am writing to support the wonderful tradition of off-leash hours in 
Central Park.  Anyone who visits the Part before 9 a.m. can't miss the happiness that abounds.  Dog 
owners and their pets are out there enjoying the park in the most exuberant way.  I believe the mental 
health of the thousands of dog-owners would be dealt a serious blow if off-leash hours were 
discontinued.   

Sincerely, 

Paula Smith 

980 5th Ave. 

New York 10021 
 
 

Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free trip!  

From:    "Paula Smith" <smithpaula@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/19/2006 4:21 PM
Subject:   save off-leash hours.
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From: Karen Harper <karenharper@prodigy.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:21 PM
Subject: Leash Law - Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am saddened at the amendment to ban off-leash hours for dogs. Since it's inception 20 years ago, it has 
been proven to be a successful policy, greatly contributing to the low rate of dog-related incindents.  I 
know from my own dog that when she is properly socialized and exercised, she makes for a far better 
companion.  All the dogs that I have encountered at the park have been nice and friendly.  However, all 
the dogs I have encountered on the street have not.  My own dog has been bitten by leashed dogs on the 
street, but never at the park.  I have been viciously growled at by leashed dogs and not properly 
unleashed dogs.  Attempted nips have been made by these leashed dogs who aren't properly socialized 
and exercised.  
   
  I understand there are a few isolated incidents where improperly trained and socialized dogs were taken 
off leash during these hours in the park, however, the greater number lies in all the peaceful dogs who 
relish the off-leash experience.  It leads to healthier dogs and less incidents.  Taking this away would not 
only be detrimental to the dog's livelihood, but dangerous to the general public as it would breed 
improperly socialized and under exercised and under stimulated dogs.  
   
  Please consider this when reviewing the proposed leash law on November 1st.
   
  Thank you, 
  Karen Harper 



From: "Tamara Totah" <Tamara@theflatirongroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year Off-leash Hours policy has been a public health success.

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Thank you.

--Tamara

 

------------------------------------------

Tamara L. Totah

The Flatiron Group, LLC

175 Fifth Avenue

Suite 805

New York, NY 10011



Tel: 212.533.9600, ext. 101

Fax: 212.533.9655

email: tamara@theflatirongroup.com

website: www.theflatirongroup.com

 

 



From: "Mike Janson" <janson.mike@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

-- 
Mike Janson
917.750.8329



From: Betsy Rate <betsyrate@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Betsy Rate.  I am a resident of Brooklyn's Park Slope and  
I'm the proud owner of Lily, an 11-month-old Rhodesian Ridgeback.  I  
am writing to urge the NYC Department of Health to amend section  
161.05 of the city health code so that dogs may continue to have the  
opportunity to run off-leash in certain sections of city parks during  
certain hours of the day.  Lily's early morning and evening runs  
through the park are invaluable - for both of us.  For Lily, she gets  
to burn off her abundant energy and socialize with area dogs.  This  
routine keeps her content, manageable and balanced. For me, I get the  
pleasure of a well-behaved dog, but I also get a kind of bucolic  
satisfaction when I tromp through the woods with my unleashed  
companion.  It's time that enhances my quality of life and it  
certainly keeps me content, manageable and balanced myself!

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Betsy Rate
Tel: 718-576-1551



From: <dogabbydaycare@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:06 PM
Subject: Off Leash Hours in NYC parks

We, as dog owners and Brooklyn small-business owners, are prepared to 
shut down our NYC dog-care business and sell our Brooklyn house and 
move out of NYC to the more dog-friendly SF Bay Area if off-leash hours 
are revoked here.  Taking our dogs offleash in Prospect Park in the 
early morning is one of the better things about living here in this 
city.  There aren't that many good reasons left to stay...

We support off-leash hours for responsible owners in NYC parks.

Britta Dusenbury
Debra Dalto

Dog Abby Daycare, Ltd.
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Ruth Janson" <Ruth.Janson@brooklynmuseum.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Members of the Health Board
 
 

 

 

 

I'm sure you are aware of the pending lawsuit to end off-leash hours for
city parks and eliminate dog runs. I'm also sure that you are aware what
a large and passionate constituency dog owners are. Dog owners and their
dogs have made the parks safer places in off-hours and off-seasons. Dogs
are also a draw to city parks as even those who do not own dogs are
drawn to watch them romp in the runs and open spaces creating a virtuous
cycle of attendance. Some groups, such a FIDO, in Prospect Park, have
even adopted areas that they clean up, after other users leave food
trash strewn about. This daily maintenance deters rats, raccoons and
other vermin. Thus, responsible dog-owners actually leave the park
cleaner.  If we lose the off-leash hours, many dog-owners would not seek
out the park and the dog advocacy groups would cease to exist and it
would be a lose-lose situation for the park and dogs. 

 

Please act to legalize off-leash hours and dog runs in any way that you
can. If the actual sanitation laws were enforced and problem dogs and
their owners were fined or more severely punished, no one would find the
need do be a "dog in the manger" just to prove a narrow point.

 

Regards,

 

 

Ruth Janson

 

81 Ocean Parkway, 6

Brooklyn, NY  11218

 

At the end of every leash is a voter.



From: <shcimes@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  4:01 PM

Dear Sirs, I feel the parks are safer with dogs in them If you compare the amount of people mugged with 
dogs as compared to those without dogs I believe this will prove itself. John T Semich, 170 Fremont Ave. 
SINY 10306 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Michele Simons" <michelesimons@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

My husband & I moved to NYC 18 months ago and when we were deciding where to
live we visited most of the neighborhoods in Manhattan.  We didn't look at
apartments at first - we looked at the parks in each neighborhood.  We have
two dogs, a lab and a golden, and having a place to exercise them and us was
a critical decision factor in where we chose to live.

We have both absolutely loved the early morning off-leash time with the
dogs.  And needless to say, the dogs love it too.  Its been great for
providing them with much needed exercise and we have gotten to know so many
of our neighbors during these morning play-times.  We really feel a sense of
community and responsibility for our park as we spend so much time there.
We are there every morning, noon and night, rain or shine, 365 days a year
as are all of the other dog owners in our neighborhood.   We know when
something looks out of place or something out of the ordinary is happening
and we're pro-active in reporting it.  Somehow, when you view your park as
your own back yard, you take alot more pride in "ownership" and you take
better care of it.

Its a great privilege to have the off-leash time in our parks and its not
one we will ever take for granted.  As dog owners, we work hard to be
responsible for our dogs and respectful of the park and its other visitors.
We are very hopeful that this privilege will be permanently enacted with the
amendment to section 161.05 of the health code.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Michele & Marc Simons



From: "JOAN SERE" <jorich80@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9 pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9 am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: <TheHalliseyGroup@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep our off leash hours.  Our dogs need the exercise to behave  more 
responsibly when there are on leash.
 
We are a good group of people who walk the park during "off hours", we are  
responsible citizens who foster a good sense of community.  The more people  in 
the park the safer it is.  
 
Please consider this.
 
Thank you.
 
T. Hatfield



From: "Dunmire, Allison" <allison.dunmire@mtvstaff.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I strongly urge you to please save the off-leash policy and amend
section 161.05 of the health code.  My dog is better socialized and
exercised and we enjoy the sense of community with other responsible dog
owners and their dogs in prospect park.  I sincerely believe that the
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks.  It's only from 9P-9A, and only in certain designated
locations.  Please keep our dogs happy and our community a better place!

sincerely,
allison dunmire



From: "Kalyani Rammohan Bulfer" <kalyani_rammohan@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to petition that the Off-Leash Policy in New York City continue 
to give dog owners the right to enjoy their pets in an urban setting.  
Having moved from the midwest, I was worried about owning a dog in the city. 
  Only after discovering the benefits available to pet owners did I begin to 
feel at home in the city.  I made friends through the dog parks and 
off-leash hours and even networked professionally among other dog owners.

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you, Kalyani

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kalyani Rammohan Bulfer
247 West 101st Street; NY, NY 10025
Mobile Phone: (312) 953-6407



From: "Berger, Jesse" <JIBERGER@elliman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear folks at the Board of Health:

All of the following is true, and you have already heard all of it. But
what you may not know is there are many, many more people supporting you
in your efforts to help keep our parks safe and healthy by providing for
use, after hours, of dog owners who like to take their dogs off leash.
Thank you for your efforts:   --The 20-year off leash hours policy is a
proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash
hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: MChartier <frycook803@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaCcinated.

Melody Chartier

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <Lokiyellowlab@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Woof!  --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy  is a proven and successful 
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an  historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy,  since it fosters better socialized 
and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC  Parks have contributed to keeping 
the parks safter, since they are present and  vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash  hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their  dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;   --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and  socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in 
NYC each year;   --Since  there are not enough dog runs available in the City, 
the off-leash policy  enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City  parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for 
dog owners  and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours 
(9pm to closing,  and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated  locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible  dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <FTGREENCO@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven  and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Gsrourke2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven  and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <IWarshauer@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  3:03 PM
Subject: Dogs off leash in the park

Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street CN-31
New York, NY 10013

I am very much oppossed to permitting dogs to be off leash in the parks and 
firmly believe that the laws requiring dogs to be on leash at all times should 
be enforced.  I am frequently in the park early in the mornings before work. I 
have frequently been accosted by large dogs, off leash, coming up to me, 
trying to jump on me and sniffing while the owner did nothing. Sometimes when the 
owner is asked to get his dog they reply that the dog is friendly. I am not 
interested in having dogs, friendly or unfriendly, bother me. If I want to pet a 
friendly dog I will go up to the owner and express interest. I dress 
carefully for work and prefer not to have paw marks on my clothing.
Dogs frequently jump into the boating lake, come out,  shake themselves and 
go bounding off, despite large signs saying to keep the dogs out of the lake.  
Dogs are also loose in the Ramble with their owners yelling their names 
repeatedly to try to get them to return.

Parks are for all people and everyone should be allowed to enjoy the peace 
and quiet of an escape from our hectic City life without having unleashed dogs 
roaming around. This is not intended to criticize dogs or all owners, many of 
whom manage to walk their dogs on leash. Please remember that some of us work 
all day and the only time during the week we can enjoy the parks' beauty and 
peace and quiet is early, from 6 or 7 to 9.

Thank you for your consideration and I hope the Health Department and Parks 
Department will actually enforce the current laws and not change them or relax 
them, to permit dogs off the leash. 
                                Irene C. Warshauer
                                505 E. 79 Street 4B
                                New York, NY 10021



From: "jay andors" <jandors@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:59 PM

Save the off leash hours. I believe the parks are more safe when people
and dogs are out early in the morning and after 9 at night 
Jay Andors
 



From: Lynn Miner <lkeeblerminer@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:51 PM
Subject: Leash Laws

To whom it may concern:

I support the concept of "off-leash" hours at city parks for many reasons:
 good for dogs, good for people, good for parks.  Prospect Park has never
been so clean or well-used and safe as it is at the present time.  People
will always own pets, and their behavior and well-being is greatly
enhanced by vigorous excercise.

Thank you for your consideration.

Lynn Miner

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "jshirley31" <jshirley31@bellsouth.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Linda Bills Shirley



From: "agnes s" <agnition@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:44 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

I am writting to urge the Board of Heath to NOT ammend the Off-Leash policy 
in NYC Public Parks.  The allocated off-leash hours are such low-attendace 
hours of non-dog owners, that the hundreds of resposible dog owners with 
well-behaved dogs creates a positive presence in the parks at otherwise 
unsafe hours.  These owners and their dogs use the public property at a time 
when the resource otherwise lies unused to foster an enourmous sense of 
community that would otherwise not exist.  Positive dog training, behavior 
and clean-up is promoted between dog owners during the fully utilized 
Off-Leash hours.   The freedom for dogs as well as their owners is 
irreplacible with in the confines of the city streets. Owners have a calm, 
peaceful feeling while allowing their dogs socialization and exercsize 
before returning to the streets.  This allows for less anxious dogs and 
owners and promotes a lower rate of dog-related incidents.  The benefits of 
Off-Leash hours are numerous and clearly outweight the opposition.  Please 
keep in place this 20-year old policy.

Thank you,
Agnes Shin
327 Sterling Pl. #1B
Brooklyn, NY 11238

_________________________________________________________________
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi
.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mkt=en-us



From: "Krysta Vollbrecht" <VollbreK@newschool.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

For the health and safety of all New Yorkers, please consider these
important facts:
 
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  this can not be emphasized enough.  
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours; contributes to community involvement and sense of
ownership in a park and a neighborhood.  
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  
 
Thank you for your time.
Best,
Krysta Vollbrecht



From: <NTorres@nyse.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Thank You,

Nancy Torres
20-21 42nd St, Astoria, NY 11105
347-731-8626

*****************************************************************************

Note:  The information contained in this message and any attachment to it is privileged, confidential and 
protected from disclosure.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or 
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the message, and please 
delete it  from your system. Thank you.  NYSE Group.



From: Joyce Kravets <joyce@kravets.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:27 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy.
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due  
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,  
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early  
morning hours.
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community.
  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
Thank you for supporting this sensible solution.
Joyce Kravets



From: <LadyDi@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Diann Duthie



From: "Vanessa L. Gallo" <gallov@stjohns.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off the leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Teri Landi" <tlandi@Abkco.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

 

Sincerely,

 

Teri Landi



From: "Roger E Katz" <rogerekatz@representative.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

File has been removed due to potiential virus.  If you have any questions, please contact your system 
administrator.

Dear Person,
   As a dog owner, I am very upset to learn that the ability of my animal,
to have supervised exersise, leash free, for a twelve hour period, in city
parks, may be revoked. I was born and raised in Manhattan and as a child did
have a dog. When New York City put in effect a law making pet owners pick up
after their animals I did not have a pet.  I do now, and notice how much
cleaner the city is.  I am prowd to belong, to that group of city dwellers
who clean up after their animals, not only because it is the law but because
it is the right thing to do.
   New York City IS a cleaner city.  Our city parks are safer because there
are more people using them. When walking my dog in the morning, I regularly
encounter visitors from all around the country and world who want to say
good morning to my pet,  They always walk away smiling.
 Yours truly,
RogerE. Katz



From: "Brenda Prindle" <bprindle@hs-ideas.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:20 PM
Subject: In support of off-leash hours

To whom it may concern:

I would like to express my gratitude (and my dog's) for the off-leash
hours in Central Park. I've gone there with him every night for the past
6 years, and his presence allows me to jog without fear. It also lets my
dog get the exercise he needs. In addition, we have seen suspicious
activity in the park and have been able to report it to the police
within minutes. Because Central Park is the closest park to my home, and
it has no dog run, off-leash hours are the best way for my dog and I to
experience the beauty of outdoor NYC together.

The off-leash hours also allow for the development of networks of dog
owners, and it's apparent that both the dogs and the people benefit
greatly from the socialization opportunity! I personally know some older
people, recovered alcoholics, stressed medical students, hardworking
executives, and others who find their "dog hour" one of the most
important parts of the day.

Please, let the off-leash hours continue. History has shown this to be a
successful program, allowing parks to be enjoyed by good citizens during
off-hours. Thank you for your consideration.

Brenda Prindle (and Henry the Dog)

 

 

Brenda Aske Prindle, R.Ph.

VP, Associate Creative Director

Harrison and Star

work: 212-822-6311

cell: 917-562-4097

 

 

This e-mail is intended only for the named person or entity to which it
is addressed and contains valuable business information that is
privileged, confidential, and/or otherwise protected from disclosure.
Dissemination, distribution, or copying of this e-mail or the
information herein by anyone other than the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, is strictly prohibited. All contents are the copyright
property of the sender. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
nevertheless bound to respect the sender's worldwide legal rights. We



require that unintended recipients delete the e-mail and destroy all
electronic copies in their system, retaining no copies in any media. If
you have received this e-mail in error, please notify
hsadmin@hsbgroup.com. We appreciate your cooperation.

 



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy -- Please amend section 161.05 of the  health 
code! 

  
Hi -- 
    Having a dog has been one of the most enjoyable parts of living in NYC since I moved here over 6 
years ago.  I have a moderately overweight basset hound who generally just sleeps in the apartment.  
When I take her to the park in the early morning her whole disposition changes -- she runs free and 
happy and seems like a different animal! 
    The off-leash policy brings infinite joy to dogs and to their responsible owners.   
    Thank you for your consideration. 
  
    Rachel Kramer, Manhattan 
 

All-in-one security and maintenance for your PC.  Get a free 90-day trial! 

From:    "rachel vivian kramer" <rviviankramer@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/19/2006 2:20 PM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy -- Please amend section 161.05 of the  health code!
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From: "Polly D Gregor" <p-gregor@ski.mskcc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Your Honor,

As a long time resident of NYC (30 years) and user of Riverside Park 
in Manhattan, I would like to address the matter regarding off-lead 
recreation for dogs currently in effect in NYC.  I have raised three 
children and 5 dogs in the city, and have made use of the parks at 
many hours of the day and night, as a walker, runner, dog walker and 
mother of young children in the playgrounds.  I find the current 
schedule, in which I may exercise and socialize my dogs in the early 
morning and later evening to be a very sensible schedule for all 
citizens.  These activities have kept my dogs healthy and happy over 
many years, in a way that does not have any negative impact on my 
neighbors.  The dog owners I know are very conscientious owners, 
always cleaning up after their dogs, keeping them from cyclists and 
runners, and young children.  We keep our dogs in areas away from 
residences, so that barking does not disturb anyone.  By definition, 
dogs that can be walked off lead are well trained dogs, they do not 
run off, and do not fight. We owners have an established 
relationship, and speak regularly to the police and each other on 
those rare occasions when it seems important to keep our park safe. 
Very importantly, we form an informal patrol that keeps our public 
parks safer in the evenings and early mornings, and compliment the 
safety of early morning runners.  In my area, I sometimes see young 
people alone in the park at night, and I feel my dogs are protecting 
them, serving as a detriment to potential criminals.  The police do 
not patrol my park at night or in the early morning, but a group of 
us meet every morning and every night and stroll through the park 
with our dogs, our cell phones, and we pay attention to our 
surroundings.

The times set aside for us are well chosen, as young children are not 
generally found in the parks at those times.  Dog runs do exist in my 
park, but the closet one is a half mile from my apartment.   The dog 
runs are less attractive to me, in any case, as they are small, they 
tend to get dirty, and people bring their children there, in 
violation of the posted regulations.   Also, many dogs that find it 
stressful to interact with other dogs in a confined space can 
socialize easily in an open field.  NYC dogs are some of the best 
socialized pets in the area.  Unlike suburban dogs, they meet and 
greet other dogs many times a day.  Off lead interactions are known 
to be far more relaxed then leashed interactions, and it is these 
interactions, during off leash times and places, that make this 
possible.

Finally, I am very disturbed to read that the effort to stop off 
leash hours is spearheaded by one small organization who appears to 
insist on ruling a public park as their private space.  They may not 
like dogs, and I may not like rollerblades, but this is a big city, 
and we all have to share the free space we have.  That means sharing 
time and space, and respecting each other's priorities.  The off 
leash hours have worked very well for 20 years, please don't let a 



small group of small minded people change this.

 
     =====================================================================
     
     Please note that this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be 
     privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure under 
     applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
     recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this 
     message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
     reading, dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of this 
     communication or any of its attachments is strictly prohibited.  If 
     you have received this communication in error, please notify the 
     sender immediately by replying to this message and deleting this 
     message, any attachments, and all copies and backups from your 
     computer.

CC: <bguillorn@aol.com>



From: "Carroll, Timothy" <tcarrol1@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offleash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: <shawgirlnyc@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs,
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks; -- 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations; --
Please lets keep the parks for everyone.
Sincerely,
Ellen Harvey

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Lynn Cleary" <lcleary@weisburger.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Terry Hall <theresa_ho@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:18 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls.  Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



Resolution Comments - Save Off-Leash Policy 

  

I am writting to urge the Board of Heath to NOT ammend the Off-Leash policy in NYC Public Parks.  The 
allocated off-leash hours are such low-attendace hours of non-dog owners, that the hundreds of resposible 
dog owners with well-behaved dogs creates a positive presence in the parks at otherwise unsafe hours.  
These owners and their dogs use the public property at a time when the resource otherwise lies unused 
to foster an enourmous sense of community that would otherwise not exist.  Positive dog training, behavior 
and clean-up is promoted between dog owners during the fully utilized Off-Leash hours.   The freedom for 
dogs as well as their owners is irreplacible with in the confines of the city streets. Owners have a calm, 
peaceful feeling while allowing their dogs socialization and exercsize before returning to the streets.  This 
allows for less anxious dogs and owners and promotes a lower rate of dog-related incidents.  The benefits 
of Off-Leash hours are numerous and clearly outweight the opposition.  Please keep in place this 20-year 
old policy. 
  
Thank you,  
Elizabeth O'Bryan 
570 Vanderbilt Ave #4R 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 
Prospect Park User 

 

Use your PC to make calls at very low rates 

From:    "elizabeth obryan" <libbyo29@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/19/2006 2:11 PM
Subject:   Save Off-Leash Policy
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From: Eliza <elizabethamon@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  2:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

We need to keep off leash hours in our parks. I have a dog and a baby and I go with both every morning 
to Cadman Plaza Park and sometimes to Prospect Park. My 21-month-old and I throw our dog's ball and 
chase him in the grass. These are prescious moments and healthy, happy times for all of us. Please don't 
let this end. 
 
 
 Eliza Amon
 elizabethamon@yahoo.com
 917-686-4185
 
 
 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.



From: "Schecter, Robyn" <robyn.schecter@gs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to express my support for maintaining the current off-leash
policy that enables dogs to have off leash time. Though I do not
currently own a dog, I have at many times in my life, both large and
small. I have struggled with owning a dog in NYC and while I love the
city, do find it a difficult place to own a dog and to be able to
provide it a healthy lifestyle that includes proper exercise and
playtime. I wish that I was wealthy enough to own a home outside of
Manhattan to allow for this, but for the moment, am not. Even if I were,
I would be concerned for my dog's lifestyle during the weekdays. 
I am considering adopting a dog in the next year or so as I feel
strongly about being able to provide a home for one of the many
abandoned dogs that wind up in shelters every year. I would not do this,
however, if the current off-leash policy was revoked. Dogs need time off
a leash as it is part of their natural state to run and play with other
dogs. I am happy to have my dog licensed as I always did, and very much
enjoyed the community that I felt a part of as a result of being able to
socialize my dog in this way in the mornings and at night. I also felt
that being in the park early morning and at night, provided a safer
environment in the park. I certainly felt better with him and walked in
areas and at times which I would not otherwise if I were not with him. 
I hope you will consider this in your decision making. I was born and
raised in new York City and love the city. I am also a dog lover, and
would like to think that there is a way to enjoy both that considers the
safety and well being of both New Yorkers and their pets.
Thanks for your time and consideration.
Robyn Schecter



From: "Brian Brewer" <brianbrewer@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:57 PM
Subject: Off-Lease Law for city parks

I urge you to strengthen the off-lease law for pets in city parks,
allowing owners to let their dogs run at specified hours.

I am the lucky owner of a beautiful not-yet-2-year-old golden
retriever named Seamus. He is full of energy and loves, loves, loves
to chase and retrieve balls, sticks, or anything else I throw.

While we do have a dog run in the neighborhood, which is very good to
have during the day, I don't like sending my dog running over the
rocks that blanket the dog-run floor too much.  He always enjoys the
grass more, though.  He loves to run around, and then lay in the cool
grass.  Also, there is much more room for him to run at the park as
opposed to the dog run.

Seamus and I would both be very sad if he could not spend a small part
of each day running his silly self tired in open, grassy spaces.

Please keep it possible for pet owners to let their pets off leashes
at designated hours.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Brian Brewer
31 Park Terrace West, #E-14
New York, NY 10034



From: "McCoy, Rachel" <Rachel_McCoy@prenhall.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of the Save the Off-Leash Policy.  For over 20
years I have been a dog owner and have always recused dogs.  With my
latest rescue dog, Gigi (a 9 pound mix), when I first adopted her she
was terrified of other dogs.  At that time I had a 12 year old beagle
(who is now 15) who I knew would give Gigi support and guidance.
However, when I walked Gigi she was so aggressive towards any dog that
came in her path.  However, by allowing Gigi to run with other dogs, she
has learned not to be fearful of them and it's been very rewarding to
watch her gain her confidence.

I live in the Upper West Side, right next to Riverside Drive, and it's a
shame that there is not an off-leash policy in Riverside Park near my
home, south of 79th Street (I have been people getting a ticket for not
having their dog on a leash as early as 6am).  As a result, I take my
dogs to Central Park early in the morning and it's a really nice way for
all of us to start our day.  If there is a way to not only maintain the
areas where the off-leash policy exists, but also to expand it to other
parks (i.e. south of 79th Street in Riverside Park), that would be
wonderful.

Thank you for this consideration.

Sincerely,
Rachel McCoy
304 W. 78th Street
NY NY 10024

***********************************************************************
This email may contain confidential material. 
If you were not an intended recipient, 
please notify the sender and delete all copies. 
We may monitor email to and from our network. 

***********************************************************************



From: Tracy Thorne <tracy@tracythorne.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:54 PM
Subject: PLEASE SAVE THE OFF LEASH HOURS!!

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a dog owner with a very shy and timid dog who, in spite of up  
close visits from dogs she finds a little scary, has benefitted  
enormously from being allowed to roam free in Central Park before  
9AM.  Also, my family, including 2 young children, have NEVER felt  
threatened by a dog off leash.  It has been our experience that  
owners are responsible about their dogs and anxious to make the  
system currently in place work for everybody.  Please SAVE THE OFF  
LEASH HOURS.

Yours truly,

Tracy Thorne



From: Julie Di Filippo <julie_difilippo@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: Una Terrie Collins <uc1@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Sir/Madam:

I only just found out that the 20 year off-leash policy for dogs in 
designated park areas is in jeopardy.  I am rather surprised.  I 
thought that this policy has been a success for the last 20 years.  We 
are very lucky to live in Brooklyn Heights, where there are two 
official dog runs, but what about those dog owners who live in other 
neighbourhoods and do not have this privilege?  The only exercise 
outlet for their dogs is designated off-leash time in certain parks.  
The hours are only very early or very late, so it does not infringe on 
non-dog time in the parks.

Therefore, this e-mail is to respectfully request that this long-term 
policy continue as is.  Quality of life in New York City is important 
for everyone here, and I think that this policy helps to foster 
benefits for everyone.  Happy dogs make for happy owners who in turn 
make for happy New Yorkers!!!  Something we all want.

Sincerely,

Úna Terrie Collins Herrera
Two Grace Court
Brooklyn Heights, New York  11201
E-mail:  uc1@columbia.edu
Tel.: 718-522-2369 / 917-334-4315



From: Don Miller <DMiller@taylorgrey.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Stephanie mue <stef01007@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:40 PM
Subject: offleash dogs

Hello,
   
  I just wanted to drop some comments regarding the suit against off-leash dogs. Even though I have a 
dog, I lean more towards having dogs leashed in parks.. However, I think a fair compromise would be to 
change the hours for unleashed dogs. Instead of 9 to 9, I think before 7am and after 9pm would be much 
better. 9 am is too late in the morning. The park is very busy in the morning from 7-9 and I think people 
that want to let their dogs off leash should just get up earlier. Changing the morning hours would still give 
people the chance to let their dogs off leash while keeping other people happy too.
   
  Thanks

 
---------------------------------
Get your own web address for just $1.99/1st yr. We'll help. Yahoo! Small Business.



From: Leila Ferioli <leilaferioli@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  7:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy;   NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs.  Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.  Access to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in
certain designated locations.  The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

thank you,

leila ferioli

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Bucello, Kimberly B" <kbucello@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: <Matumino@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,
 
This letter concerns the Off-Leash Policy for Dogs in NYC's parks and  
requests an amendment to Section 161.05 of the Health Code, in favor of  keeping the 
Off-Leash Policy as is.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is  a proven and 
successful public health policy; NYC is enjoying an historically  low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it  fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs (not to mention their owners'  health and 
social lives).  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late  evening and early 
morning hours.
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  
community, and contributes to dog owners' well-being and fulfilling social  
lives.  In addition, access to off-leash recreation opportunities  encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each  year.  
And since there are not enough dog run available in the City, the  off-leash 
policy also enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  areas of 
City parks.
 
Lastly, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Sincerely,
Margaret Tumino
 



From: Kareena Denley <kareena@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to express my support to keep off leash hours in NYC  
parks.   There is a large dog-owning population in New York and these  
citizens deserve consideration in public policy.  The health benefits  
to dogs of being able to run freely should not be underestimated.   
Losing these privileges could result in a crowding of dog runs.

Sincerely

Kareena Denley



From: "Christine Stragazzi" <christine.stragazzi@Lafayette148.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

 

 



From: "Ioannou, Steven" <steven.ioannou@lehman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  This communication is for 
information purposes only and should not be regarded as an offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial product, an official confirmation of any transaction, or as an official statement of Lehman 
Brothers.  Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do not 
represent that this information is complete or accurate and it should not be relied upon as such.  All 
information is subject to change without notice.

--------
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Please be advised that any discussion of U.S. tax matters contained within this communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used for the purpose of (i) avoiding 
U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction 
or matter addressed herein.



From: <emily.zahniser@us.hsbc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006  1:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board,

I write to express my approval to the proposed amendments to §161.05 of 
the New York City Health Code. 

From a public policy perspective, codification of the ?Courtesy Hours? and 
subsequent adoption of specific rules concerning where and when dogs may 
be off leash in city parks and facilities strikes the appropriate balance 
between the competing interests of dog owners and non-dog owners as well 
as provides the notice and uniformity necessary to plan park activities in 
accordance with the law. Informal ?Courtesy Hours? lead to arbitrary 
enforcement, which is neither efficient nor legitimate. 

From a public health perspective, appropriately socialized and exercised 
dogs results in reduced rates of dog-related incidents, as supported in 
the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene data from 2004 and 2005. 
Formalized adoption of the ?Courtesy Hours? will continue to reduce 
dog-related incidents in city parks as notice and uniformity permit people 
to plan their park use accordingly. Additionally, responsible 
dog-ownership does not begin and end at the end of a six-foot leash, but 
requires a holistic approach of which socialization and exercise are 
critical components. Since there are, admittedly, not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the ?Courtesy Hours? empowers dog owners to achieve 
the socialization and exercise necessary for responsible dog ownership. 
Lastly, stricter enforcement of the licensing and vaccination rules 
associated with formalization of the ?Courtesy Hours? provides obvious 
public health benefits. 

From a public safety perspective, the ?Courtesy Hours? encourage 
responsible park use during the late evening and early morning hours, 
contributing to the over all safety profile of the park and surrounding 
community. As stated above, formalized adoption of the ?Courtesy Hours? 
will continue to reduce dog-related incidents in city parks as notice and 
uniformity permit people to plan their park use accordingly.

To conclude, formalized adoption of the ?Courtesy Hours? with subsequent 
promulgation of specific rules strikes the correct policy balance, 
provides public health benefits and increases public safety. 

        Respectfully submitted, 

        Emily Zahniser
        15 Magaw Place, Apt. 4H
        New York, NY  10033

-----------------------------------------
******************************************************************
This E-mail is confidential. It may also be legally privileged. If
you are not the addressee you may not copy, forward, disclose or



use any part of it. If you have received this message in error,
please delete it and all copies from your system and notify the
sender immediately by return E-mail.

Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be timely, secure,
error or virus-free. The sender does not accept liability for any
errors or omissions.
******************************************************************
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From: "Blair Mastbaum" <blairmastbaum@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern,

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.  It has been proven that dog owners are good citizens.  I
know I am.  Please adjust your rules to include off-leash hours.

Best,
Blair Mastbaum

63 Wyckoff St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201

-- 
ars longa, vita brevis



From: "Mary Hammett" <mhammett@willowridgeinc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 12:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please don't take away our precious off leash hours! The current rules
provide a compromise for both sides on this issue. Dogs and their owners
are grateful for every second of their off leash time. Please don't take
away this liberty!

 

Respectfully,

Mary Hammett

 



From: "Elizabeth Mehling" <elizabeth@mehlinglaw.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board of NYC:

I am writing today to plead with you to save the "Off-Leash" rule for NYC
dog owners.  I have lived in the city for 8 years and as a dog owner I have
had the opportunity to experience some of the very best things about this
city due to my dog.  I know it does seem silly, but I am CONSTANTLY told by
tourists and out-of-towners how well-behaved the dogs in NYC are.  I am of
the VERY FIRM belief that it is due to the very large population of dogs in
this city and the constant effort of dog owners to socialize and exercise
their dogs.  

I live in Tribeca and run with my dog (on a leash) every morning on the
Hudson River Park and always abide by all of the rules of the park.  But on
every Sunday morning, I wake up very early and take my dog to Central Park
to be able to run off the leash even for just a few hours.  I encourage you
to come to Central Park early in the morning and see how well behaved the
dogs and owners are.  I am constantly noticing how dog owners (even during
the off-leash hours) will leash their dogs as they are crossing cross walks
or are near runners and bikers so that all residents can enjoy the park to
the fullest.  Seeing the dogs play in the parks late in the evening and
early in the mornings is one of the best sites in this city.  My family who
visits from out of town continuously talk on and on about how fun and
enjoyable it is to see the dogs socializing and getting lots of exercise in
the park.  

Finally, I encourage you to PLEASE increasing the penalties for those very
few who do break the off-leash law rather than ending it for those 99% of us
who really do follow and enjoy it.  

Thank you for your time and please consider this carefully,

Elizabeth Mehling   

 



From: <dsspagna@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:42 AM

hello there,

i just want to give my support to keeping the off leash hours. while 
not a dog owner i can only imagine how hard it must be in this cramped 
city for a dog to want to get out and run around. i know i feel this 
way all the time too.  so count me as someone in support of the off 
leash hours.

thanks,
dan spagna
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Jenny Gage" <jennifer.gage@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Off leash hours for dogs and their owners in the city's park are a
privilege, but also a source of public benefit. This has been demonstrated
time and time again throughout the history of NYC's 20-year old offleash
hours policy.

In Prospect Park, our local FIDO chapter organizes social events and
volunteer cleaning brigades. In winter 2004, the dogwalking crowd alerted
the police to a homeless immigrant who fell through the ice on the lake, and
you can be certain that the off hour dog and owner traffic helps deter crime
and vagrancy on a daily basis. As a community present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours in NYC Parks, we dog owners make an
important contribution to keeping the parks safer for everyone.

Off leash hours serve an important social function for dogs and owners
alike. Our animal companions require regular exercise to be the good
citizens that they are; NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy. And owners benefit
from the daily ritual too. We get exercise and visit with our neighbors in
what could otherwise be a lonely city. One dogwalking friend of mine, a
disabled vet, has the names of canine friends that have kept him going over
the years tattooed to his arms; his present two provide him with the
strength he needs now to withstand aggressive cancer treatments. Myself, I'd
move back to a far more enlightened Minneapolis in a heartbeat if the
lawsuit of a misinformed community group barred me and other (taxpaying!)
dogowners from responsible enjoyment of our city parks.

Respectfully submitted,

Jenny Gage
25 Parade Pl. 2D
Brooklyn, NY 11226
-- 

writer/translator/muse for hire
(347) 405-5637 home/office/fax
(651) 245-9456 mobile



From: david rick <wingswet@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 11:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To Whom it May Concern,

You've no doubt received thousands of emails regarding the NYC Parks 
Department's "Off Leash Hours". You've read many facts and opinions 
that skew for or against the policy. I will simply state here that I've 
lived my entire adult life in Brooklyn and never not accompanied by 
dogs. I'm a parent whose child has great experience with a multitude of 
animals, including the horse that she leases. We know the joys, 
responsibilities and potential dangers of pet ownership. The two dogs 
in our house are vaccinated, licensed and good neighbors to those kids 
in our area not so familiar with dogs. We take great advantage of and 
great pleasure with Prospect Park's Off Leash Hours.  Eliminating this 
policy would be a great loss to dogs, and people - owners and 
non-owners alike.

I ask you: is there any evidence of any actual documented unprovoked 
dog attacks by an unleashed animal in a city park during Off Leash 
Hours? Is there any documented incident of any kind that would be so 
heinous and so frequent as to serve the consideration of rescinding 
this policy that benefits so many while not costing the city ANY money, 
beyond the cost of this discussion?

Dave Rick
421 Avenue C #4C
Brooklyn NY  11218
cell 917.952.7652
home 718.832.5090



From: Carol and George <cargeo1@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 11:00 PM
Subject: save nyc park off-leash hours

To the Health Department:

I passionately support the off-leash hour policy, and enjoy it in Central Park for an hour and a half every 
morning.  Our German Shepherd runs free, playing with scores of other dogs, while we socialize with our 
fellow dog owners.  For the two and a half years I've lived in NYC I have never seen an off-leash dog do 
anything that would endanger public health and safety.  But the health benefits for my dog and those of 
my friends are enormous.  The community facilitated by people regularly meeting to run their dogs, their 
own regular daily exercise and fresh air exposure is exactly what a city park should be for.  By contrast, 
the incidents of dog aggression, soiling without cleanup, etc., by dogs on leash is much greater.  I visit 
enclosed dog runs only when necessary.  There is no way to keep them clean, as compared to the 
grounds of an open park.  Nor do dogs run and exercise nearly as much as in the open park.  I regularly 
visit other cities where dogs are allowed
 offleash in city parks, but nowhere is the atmosphere as delightful as in NYC.  People who do not have 
dogs, especially tourists, who use the park during off-leash hours always seem to enjoy seeing the dogs 
play.  It would be a travesty to lose this treasure for our pets.

George Williamson
32 W. 82nd St, 8A
NY, NY 10024



From: <CFitzjs@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 12:50 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Hi,
my husband and I have two wonderful golden retrievers who are therapy dogs at 
New York Presbyterian Hospital.   We live on Sutton Place but I get up in the 
morning to take the half hour walk to Central park with them because there 
are no good places in our neighborhood for them to explore and sniff the bushes 
on their own.
These dogs are amazing as they visit cardiac and surgical patients, the psych 
ward and The Pediatric and Cardiac ICU.   The only way they can live in the 
city is by having an outlet for their energy in the park.   Without it, we 
would have to move them permanently to the country and they would be unable to do 
their incredible work in the hospital.

The joy they bring these patients is beyond belief.   Please allow them time 
to run free in our beautiful Central Park and help our city to provide the 
best kind of care to our citizens

Most Sincerely,
Connie FitzGerald



From: "Marc Gordon" <marcgordon@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  1:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to request that the off-leash hours policy, allowing dogs to
exercise off-leash in specified areas of city parks, be continued and
protected.

 

I am a dog owner and walk my dog in Prospect Park in Brooklyn daily.  The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of people into the park each morning,
adding to diversity of use of the park, and enhancing public safety by
bringing additional people into the park at times of day when there would
otherwise be sparse usage.

 

There is a real sense of community among dog owners, and this contributes to
the responsible behavior exhibited by nearly all of them - it is exceedingly
rare that dog owners fail to clean up after their pets, or that dogs fight
or otherwise create a nuisance.  On the contrary, off-leash recreation
promotes healthful exercise for humans and dogs alike.

 

The restrictions on locations and times of day that govern when dogs can be
walked off-leash are reasonable and fair regulations allowing dog owners and
others to enjoy and benefit from use of city parks.

 

Marc Gordon

302 Park Place

Brooklyn, NY 11238

 

 

 



From: <Vigitaka@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  1:59 PM
Subject: Off Leash Amendments to Section 165

     I have lived in NYC since 1967, and in Brooklyn, on President St. since 
1971.  I am a registered voter.  I have enjoyed walking my dogs in Prospect 
Part for as many years as I have lived here.
     I have participated in the Off Leash hours in Prospect Park for years, 
and completely support FIDO's position regarding the continuation of Off Leash 
hours in the Park.  I "pick up" after my dog, and only walk him in the 
designated areas, at the appropriate designated "off leash" hours.  
     Prospect Park is a much safer place than it was 20 years ago.  The Off 
Leash hours have proven to be a good public health policy by increasing the 
number of people who use the park.  My quality of life has greatly improved in 
Park Slope because of the Off Leash hours in Prospect Park because I use the 
Park at least 2 times a day to walk,and meet friends while we exercise both 
ourselves and  our dogs.  
     I totally support an amendment to Section 165, which will continue the 
very wonderful Off Leash policy that I enjoy in Prospect Park.
Most sincerely,
J. TARA KLUGE
915 President Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: "Evans, Heather (GMI - Investor Client Group)" <H_Evans@ml.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  2:06 PM
Subject: In support of Amendments to Section 165

Mornings with our poodle in Propsect Park have proved one of the best aspects of our recent move to 
Park Slope for my four daughters and me. Through this "doggie heaven" we have met our new neighbors, 
gotten exercise and fresh air, and been introduced to the post-run farmer's market tradition. Without this 
fixed time for morning runs, I doubt my family would get to the park so often and we would miss all the 
health and social benefits of this wonderful tradition. 

I am therefore very, very distressed to learn that this 20-year tradition may be threatened. I encourage 
you to do whatever you can to maintain the current policies. 

Sincerely,

Heather Evans
615 Third Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
--------------------------
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
--------------------------------------------------------

If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act 
upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it. Click here for important additional terms relating to this 
e-mail.     http://www.ml.com/email_terms/
--------------------------------------------------------

CC: <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.com>



From: adriana baker <adrianajbaker@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  3:24 PM
Subject: off leash hours

The thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs
have been a benefit to NYC parks for 20 years. We make
the park safer, encourage adoptions of dogs who need
homes, help to clean the park and abide by the off
leash regulations - only using the designated areas
and time restrictions.
Please do not consider changing this wonderful
community asset that so many of us participate in and
look foward to on a daily basis.

Sincerely,
Adriana Baker- voter, Brooklyn home owner, advocate
for Prospect Park, and dog owner

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Janick Presse" <jpresse@pcm-us.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  4:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board,

The 20-year old off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy and as a result, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate
of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  Moreover, the
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year, thus reducing the number of dogs in the city's
overburdened shelters. Ultimately, the off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations.

Regards,

Paul Somma

This message is intended for the named recipient(s) only, and may contain information that is proprietary, 
confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not disseminate, distribute or 
copy this message or any attachment(s). If you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender immediately by replying to the message and delete the message and any attachments(s) from 
your system. This message is for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as an offer or 
solicitation to buy or sell any securities or related financial products or services. Thank you. 



From: "Charlotte St. Martin" <charlotte.stmartin@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  6:13 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Thank you so much for your consideration of adopting an amendment to the
Leash Law.  One of the things that helps keep NYC humane is the ability of
New Yorkers to enjoy dogs.  While I am aware that some people don't enjoy
the company of dogs, the current accepted practice keeping dogs on the leash
after 9am until 9pm is a wonderful compromise to allow us to provide a good
socialization for our dogs (and for us!) while keeping the dogs on the leash
for the better part of the day.

Dogs who are allowed to remain off leash early in the morning are healthier
dogs.  They are vaccinated, socialized and they promote a sense of
community.  In addition, the presence of dog owners in our parks make our
parks safer and present a very social environment for New Yorkers, and even
our tourists who see us as a great place to live, work, and visit.

I was a senior exective of the hospitality business for 28 years and as a
person who walks her dog in the mornings off leash, I must tell you that
people from all over the world are touched by having such a warm and
hospitable park where people live and play with their dogs.

Thank you again for your consideration of this very popular choice.

-- 
Charlotte St. Martin
1025 Fifth Avenue, Apt 11DN
New York. New York 10028
Home:  212 988 0026
Cell 917-208-5309
Fax 646 349 5973



From: Nancy Kramer <nancy.kramer@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  6:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

To the Health Department:

The current 20 year policy of allowing dogs off leash until 9:00 a.m. seems
to be a moderate and reasonable compromise between all the park users.  It
allows each group a chance to enjoy the park without encroaching on other
users.  It is natural and healthy for dogs to be able to have a bit of
freedom to run about.  Because of this rule, dog owners are very respectful
of the park's fences, gardens, and grass.  Owners pick up after their dogs
and police each other for compliance.  It allows New Yorkers with dogs to
enjoy the peace of nature which is essential to well-being.  Those who want
to be in an environment with dogs leashed have the rest of the day to enjoy
it.  Everyone wins.  Sincerely, Nancy Kramer    



From: Tom Kochan <kochan@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  6:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Health Board of NYC:

Please retain the off-leash laws as they have been respected and 
successfully utilized by dog owners for the last 20 years.

More activity in the parks is good for everyone -- the dogs, their 
owners, and the city in general.

Thank you.

Tom Kochan
an avid and grateful user of Central Park for 10 years with his dog Cleo



From: Gina Zucker <gina.zucker@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 11:21 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Dear City of New York,

My husband and I rescued 2 dogs from city shelters a few years ago, and 
these animals are a loving, integral part of our family.  Each morning 
we take them to Prospect Park in Brooklyn, where they run and romp and 
wrestle with the hundreds of other dogs enjoying the same wonderful 
off-leash privilege before 9 am.  We pick up their poop, supervise their 
play, and take home blissfully tired dogs who sleep for most of the day 
while we go to work.  Without the exercise and socializing allowed by 
the off leash privilege, our dogs would be restless and miserable, and 
we would not have been able to give them a good home in the city.   When 
I think of what dog ownership would be like in this great city without 
off leash hours in the parks, I see a dark age for both dogs and people.

Dog owners who use the parks for their dogs have a vested interest in 
keeping the parks clean and safe--my husband and I give money each year 
to the park, we pick up garbage, we respect the rules and laws of the 
park, and we encourage others to use the park responsibly.  All this is 
because of our daily connection to the park through our dogs.  I know 
many many others have this same feeling of deep love and respect for 
"their" parks for the same reason: off leash hours in the parks makes 
responsible dog-ownership in the city possible. 

When dogs don't get enough exercise and socialization, they become 
dangerous.  The great majority of dogs that play off leash are better 
pets because of this privilege.  Without it, dog owners would have to 
spend money to exercise their dogs at doggie day care centers, or find a 
way to get to the often small, overcrowded dog runs far from their 
homes.  Most people can't afford to do that.  The result would be more 
bad-tempered, restless, unhealthy dogs being walked on the sidewalks, 
and these are the dogs that cause all the trouble for the rest of us.  
Why would you want to create *more* of these behavioral problems by 
making it difficult for city dogs to exercise and socialize?

All sorts of people and dogs come together during off leash hours, and 
the vast majority of what comes out of those interactions is positive, 
healthy, and good for New York City communities.  I meet kids with their 
pit bulls from Crown Heights and couples from Park Slope with their 
pure-breds and everyone gets along.  We exchange advice on animal care 
and swap stories.  This strengthens our sense of community and creates 
alliances between people of different economic backgrounds and cultures.

Animal neglect, abuse, and cruelty is a terrible problem everywhere.  
New York City shows its progressive and humane values in its off leash 
recreation hours.  This privilege is a priceless resource for people who 
adopt and socialize hundreds of abandoned dogs each year, thus sparing 
the City the cost of capturing, confining and euthanizing these animals.

The vast majority of dog owners who use the off leash hours use them 
responsibly and conscientiously.  Please let us continue to give our 
dogs, each other, and our City this wonderful gift.



Sincerely and gratefully yours,

Gina Zucker
Russell Methlie
Ace and Roxie



From: Alex Castle <acastle@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:59 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To Whom it May Concern,

Ending off-leash in our parks will have the following impact:

1. NYC children will never have the experience of throwing a ball  
with their dog.

2. Walking and the limited exercise provided in a dog run is not  
enough exercise for most dogs. We will see a massive increase in dog  
surrenders, bites, evictions due to nuisance barking and other  
behaviors due to lack of exercise and socialization with people and  
other dogs.

3. Off-leash is a critical social outlet for many people, especially  
single people and older people, who need it very much.

NYC's off-leash rules have been a great success and improved the  
quality of life people and animals for 20 years. Daytime off-leash  
hours are short. People who want to use the parks for other  
recreation have more than ample time and space to do so.

Please do not end this important program because of the protests of a  
small but very vocal group of dog-phobic New Yorkers.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Castle

Brooklyn resident
Friend of Prospect Park
Homeowner
Voter
Real Estate Agent
Dog trainer
Parent



From: Yokasta Evans-Lora <yokasta@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I would like to briefly comment regarding the resolution to amend New
York City's off-leash policy.  My husband and I have been taking our
dogs to NYC parks for years and have closely observed the leash laws.
We find that the current off-leash policy provides a great compromise
for everyone to enjoy the parks of NYC.  While the dogs benefit from the
exercise and socialization, thereby reducing anxiety and promoting their
health, the humans enjoy the ability to interact with their community.
The tension of having dogs meet while on the leash is diffused, and
everyone benefits from the relaxed interactions.  Considering the
population density and diminishing living space in NYC, it is important
to allow all members of our community to enjoy and share the open spaces
available at the parks.  
Sincerely,
Yokasta Evans-Lora
 
 
 
 
 



From: <Sterling4ever1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,
 
I know that I speak for the multitudes of dog owners when I  speak in favor 
of keeping the off leash policy.  My husband and I have been  bringing our dogs 
to Prospect Park in Brooklyn for 3 years now.  The off  leash hours have 
brought about a great sense of community.  The dogs have a  chance to run free.  
These are animals, yes, but they are socialized and  they are there interacting 
with one another.  These dogs are not chasing  down the joggers, bikers, etc. 
 We are responsible people and we are not  setting ferocious dogs loose to 
harass the non dog owners who use the  park.  
 
Because we are there early in the morning and later on at  night, I feel that 
we may deter criminals from preying upon people in the  park.  
 
FIDO has been working in the park to help promote adoption of  the many 
abandoned dogs that are too often left  to fend for themselves on  the streets of 
New York City.   every other dog owner I meet,  including my husband and 
myself, has "rescued" a dog from the streets.  
 
We are good people and we are not asking for much.  A few  hours in the early 
morning and a few hours later on at night.  I'm sure  many of you own dogs 
and you know how good it feels to give your dog a good  life.
 
I hope that you listen to all of our voices, and keep the off  leash policy 
in place.
 
Thank you,
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryant
Mikey, Kobi, and Zsa Zsa
 
 



From: <Dlazovitz@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many benefits that  off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Joanne Dillinger
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Carol Bridge
 
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Jason Bridge
 
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Kevin Bridge
 
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Julie Bridge
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
John Bridge
 
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many  benefits that off-leash hours promote:   

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Alfonso Overton
 
 



From: <Ojackie2@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hear are a few of the many benefits that off-leash hours  promote: 
   
--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised  
dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,  since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Jacqueline Bridge
 
 
 



From: "David Childs" <David.Childs@som.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Members of the Health Board,

I am writing to strongly support the current off-leash dog policy.

These rules have been in successful operation for many years.  My wife
and I have taken our Fox Terrier to Central Park every day for the past
ten years, off-leash and on.  These walks, especially the off-leash
ones, provide needed exercise for both our dog and for us.  We have
never witnessed problems, and in fact believe that such chance
encounters bring out the best in neighbors and create opportunities for
making new friends.  Furthermore, our presence in the park in off hours
brings activity, and therefore safety, to the park.

Please retain these reasonable regulations, which add to our city's
life.

Respectfully,

David Childs, resident of 49 E 86th Street

 



From: Marie Ciorciari <mylabmaxi@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
 closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

~Marie

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail.



From: <haic@aluckydog.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  6:50 PM
Subject: Off leash hours

Five member panel-Health Dept.,

Writing to address the many beneficial needs for dogs to be off leash and
the need for parks to handle all the owners and their dogs in NYC.  All
dogs need to be off leash so they can freely roam around(in the parks), to
play with their owners or to play with their playmates...  Please consider
the mental, emotional, and yes physical benefits for both owners and their
dogs.  Many thanks for an attentive request, have a great weekend.  Stay
happy, stay healthy!!!     Hai Carillion

CC: <haic@aluckydog.com>



From: "Eve Lazovitz" <evelazovitz@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  6:04 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to share my support for off-leash hours for dogs in New York
City parks.

I moved to Park Slope in 2005 with my dog, Clio, specifically to be near
Prospect Park, which I heard was the very best place for dogs in the entire
city.  We spend time in the park at least once a day and take advantage of
the off-leash hours as often as possible.  Rarely do we miss a Saturday or
Sunday morning in Long Meadow.  While we're there, Clio greets all the
people and dogs that she sees, wiggling her tail and showing off the stuffed
animal that she carries around in her mouth.  I have seen her make so many
people smile--children, adults, senior citizens, everyone.

New York City, even Brooklyn, is a big place in which it's easy to feel
lost.  When I'm in the park with my dog, I see the same people and dogs all
the time, and I genuinely feel a part of the community.  While Clio and I
make the rounds in Long Meadow, we stop to talk with other dog owners who
have become friends.  We make connections.  Community cannot happen without
a gathering place.  For the dog owners of Park Slope, Prospect Heights,
etc., Prospect Park is that gathering place.

Public parks are meant to be used, but they're also meant to be taken care
of by the people who use them.  The dog loving community of Brooklyn is very
good at this.  While I always see food trash and other garbage left by
picnic-ers, I rarely, if ever, see a dog owner leave behind his/her dog's
waste.  In fact, I often see dog owners picking up spilled trash
cans, throwing away other people's garbage, and generally helping to keep
the park as beautiful and clean as it should be.  We, as a group, understand
the benefits of the park and feel responsible for maintaining it so that all
of the other communities who use the park can enjoy it as well.

Please consider my views before making a final decision.

I appreciate your time.

Eve Lazovitz
99 Prospect Park West, #5B
Brooklyn, NY 11215
EveLazovitz@gmail.com



From: "Gib Veconi" <gib@veconi.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  5:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of continuing to allow dog owners to exercise their
dogs in NYC public parks off leash in the early mornings and late evenings.
I own a dog whom I have exercised in Prospect Park in Brooklyn for the last
four years, and I have never seen a problem with dogs, dog owners, and other
users of the park. In fact, the presence of dog owners at these times helps
to make the park a more inviting and safe place. The sense of community that
is created in Prospect Park during these hours is a wonderful example of
human-scale interaction in a city that is rapidly becoming more and more
inhumane.

I have further found that off-leash hours are treated as a respected
privilege by dog owners, who take care to ensure their dogs do not damage
the park lawns, or leave excrement behind. Local residents who own dogs are
able to better care for them by providing better exercise, as well as space
for obediance training. In every way, I believe the off-leash policy fosters
responsible pet ownership.

Please act to ensure that this wonderful tradition of New York City parks is
maintained.

Sincerely,

Gib Veconi

Propsect Heights, Brooklyn



From: Brenda Goleburn <brenda@bway.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  5:13 PM
Subject: off-leash policy

I support the continuation of the current off-leash policy.  Dogs  
provide a way of feeling a sense of community in our city.



From: "Peckar, Rissa" <Rissa.Peckar@cwt.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  4:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Sir or Madam,
 
Off leashing not only produces better dogs, but it promotes better
neighbors.  Just checking the safety statistics of this practice, one
must realize that this is a non-issue.  Will we have perfection, heck,
no, but why ban a more than 20 year tradition that improves and makes
for a healthier environment?
 
It is painfully sad to see how the threat of this benign practice has
gotten so far.  
 
My husband and I fully support the amendment if it will, once and for
all, stop this insanity to ban our off-leashing.
 
Rissa and Sheldon Peckar (Marine Park Dogs)
1881 East 27th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229

"EMF <CWT.COM>" made the following annotations.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------
IRS Circular 230 Legend:  Any advice contained herein was not intended or written to be used, and 
cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding U.S. federal, state, or local tax penalties.  Unless otherwise 
specifically indicated above, you should assume that any statement in this email relating to any U.S. 
federal, state, or local tax matter was written in connection with the promotion or marketing by other 
parties of the transaction(s) or matter(s) addressed in this email.  Each taxpayer should seek advice 
based on the taxpayer's particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

===================
NOTE: The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, you must not read, use or disseminate the information; please advise the sender 
immediately by reply email and delete this message and any attachments without retaining a copy.  
Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect that may 
affect any computer system into which it is received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to 
ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is accepted by Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP for 
any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.

==============================================================================



From: Ellen Kunes <ellenkunes@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  4:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a fairly new dog owner, living on Central Park West.  Before I got 
a dog, I didn't even realize there were off-leash  dog hours--I was 
taking care of two small twin boys--often letting them run around in 
the park in the early am--before 9 am.  I never remember being the 
least bit concerned about off-leash dogs.  The ones I saw were playing 
with each other, or walking near their owners, certainly not  bothering 
my children.  In fact, the only scary dogs I remember encountering were 
those on leashes being walked on the sidewalks.  On occasion, I'd see 
dogs straining at their leashes, desperately dragging their owners. I'm 
guessing those dogs were not given offleash time.

  I can testify that in the two years I've walked my dog offleash in 
Central Park--between 9 p.m and 9 am--that I have never witnessed an 
offleash dog attacking or even bothering a person. NEVER NEVER NEVER 
NEVER.  Dogs need exercise and play, just like kids. It would be a 
terrible thing for dogs and their families,  to curtail  offleash time 
in the city parks. I would be happy to testify to the above statement.  
I can be reached at 212-580-0887.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ellen Kunes



From: Patricia Santelli <pas1991@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Please save our off-leash policy in New York City based on the points  
listed below:
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due  
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,  
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early  
morning hours;
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  -The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Patricia Santelli
The McIntosh Company
1991 Broadway 24B
New York, NY 10023
212-873-8141
pas1991@verizon.net



From: maky <makylaci@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
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From: <Joebarb@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To The NYC Health Department,
 
Please change your decision to end the Off-Leash Policy, and keep it in  
effect.  The policy is 20 years old, and has been working.  It is a  healthy 
policy for apartment dwelling dogs, that need to work off their pent-up  energies, 
and to remain healthy by exercizing, which is recommended for any  living 
creature.  
 
Further, this policy makes parks safer for all residents, due to the  
presence of dogs and their owners.
 
Additionally, having this policy will enable dog owners to have set times  
where they can follow the policies, and allows for dogs to have some freedom  
where dog runs are not available.
 
Most importantly, this policy encourages healthy living for dogs, and  
encourages those who might be interested in adopting a dog to do so, if they are  
otherwise worried that the dog will have no outdoor time.  And it  assists in 
maintaining responsible and lawful dog ownership, as all dogs must be  licensed 
and vaccinated in order to participate.  There are not many ways  to make sure 
dog owners get licenses, and this is a sure way to do so.
 
NYC is a city of dog owners, and you must acknowledge the importance of  this 
aspect to quality of life, for both the dogs and their owners.  You  should 
not change a policy that works well for law-abiding citizens, and  encourages 
responsible behavior.  The public needs to have policies that  assist their 
lives, and this is a good policy that need not be changed.
 
Thank you for your time and attention.
 
 



From: "Jenna Teitelbaum" <jennatara@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Please allow NYC dog owners to enjoy off-leash recreation with their
pets
 and the pets to socialize with each other.  I have found that those who
take advantage of off-leash recreation are highly aware of their
responsibility to their neighbors and community to control their pets,
keep the streets and parkland clean and behave respectfully toward one
another.  I have literally never seen an incident demonstrating
disrespect toward people or property.

Off-leash recreation is very important to me and my dog, Billie.
Eliminating it would remove one of the key elements that make this city
livable for people and pets.  PLEASE PRESERVE OFF-LEASH RECREATION.
Thank you!



From: Jacqueline Thaw <jthaw@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  2:58 PM
Subject: In favor of NYC Park Off-Leash Hours

Please save the Off-leash Hours Policy in New York City parks. Running
freely is an essential health activitiy for many dogs and their lives will
be lesser without this privilege.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Thaw
800 Riverside Drive
New York NY 10032



From: Connie Williams <connieleew@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  2:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Mayor Michael Bloomerg and
      Ms. Rena Bryant, Sec.to the Board of Health,

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community.
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since 
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

PLEASE KEEP THE OFFLEASH POLICY WHICH HAS WORKED TO THE BENEFIT OF ALL 
NEW YORKERS FOR THE PASS 20 YEARS.
Thank you,
Constance L. Williams

CC: Laurie Hall <lartisthall@aol.com>, <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, Karen Wone 
<dudley893@aol.com>



From: "Charles Wakeman" <CWAKEMAN@si.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a Staten Islander the Off-leash policy has been a boon to the health
and welfare of my dog The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy The off-leash hours policy brings
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community, the reality is that dog owners that
take the time to get up and bring their dog to a park to play off-leash
have dogs that respond well to verbal commands or they wouldn't be able
to maintain them off-leash. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
 



From: "Mae" <Mae@si.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a Staten Islander the Off-leash policy has been a boon to the health
and welfare of my dog The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy The off-leash hours policy brings
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community, the reality is that dog owners that
take the time to get up and bring their dog to a park to play off-leash
have dogs that respond well to verbal commands or they wouldn't be able
to maintain them off-leash. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
.



From: "SMW" <Stevenmarc@si.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a Staten Islander the Off-leash policy has been a boon to the health
and welfare of my dog The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy The off-leash hours policy brings
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community, the reality is that dog owners that
take the time to get up and bring their dog to a park to play off-leash
have dogs that respond well to verbal commands or they wouldn't be able
to maintain them off-leash. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.
 



From: Katie Lamin <ktpenders@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

Katie Lamin

c: 347.866.7838
h: 203.298.9679
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From: <PA693@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,
 
The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health  
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping  the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of  thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily  basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash  recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not enough dog  runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized  and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks;   -- The off-leash  policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks -  it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until  9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of  Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.
 
Please keep the off-leash policy in place!!!
 
Patrick Athy
200 W. 54th Street, #4BC
New York, NY   10019
 



From: "Marylynn Caruso" <mpc1260@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please consider this.  I am a new resident to New York City and the people I 
met playing with my dog are now my friends. --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
  --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

_________________________________________________________________
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From: Steven Faulkner Moyer <smoyer2@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I have lived in Prospects Heights for five years and have always made 
frequent use of the parks in the area - Mainly Prospect Park. I hike, 
Jog, bike ride, and shoot photography in the park. I know every inch of 
it and four of the five years was never even aware of the fact that 
there were specific off leash hours!

My building is just across the street from Prospect Park and a short 
walk to a number of other parks in the area that have off leash hours. 
Not until just one year ago on a desperate early morning walk with my 
puppy did I realize there was a morning off leash period in the Long 
Meadow. Since then I have paid special attention to the responsible use 
of the park by dog owners. People truly look out for one and other, 
each others dogs, and hold other owners accountable for bad behavior 
from they're pets.

I have also taken special notice in this time to the amount of 
"non-dog" generated trash in the park left by cookouts, litterbugs, and 
most of all the alcohol containers and condom rappers left in the woods 
on the East side of Prospect Park. These so called "YELLOW TRAILS' and 
the criminals and perverts that frequent them are a disgrace and a 
danger that far exceeds any danger posed by dog owners. I would argue 
that if you people spent the amount of time and effort on this problem 
as you have on this off leash question you could make some serious 
inroads and truly make the park a more safe and enjoyable environment.

Bottom line is that the vast majority of dog owners are responsible and 
necessary users of the park. A larger majority of responsible users I 
assure you than non-dog owning users. We use it as much if not more 
than anyone and/or any group. With that in mind you should consider 
just how few incidents occur related to dog bites, dog waste and in 
general irresponsible use by dog owners. We, in fact, keep the park 
safe as a sort of neighborhood watch. This is our backyard after all 
and we cherish the opportunity to use it as such.

Regards,

STEVEN FAULKNER MOYER
CINEMATOGRAPHER
MOYERCINE.COM
917.806.6814
steve@moyercine.com



From: <Gintell@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  1:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear People
 
I've been a dog owner for five years, but have lived one block from  Prospect 
Park for twenty-five years.  During that time, I've seen dramatic  
improvements in the park, in no small part due to the efforts of Tucker Thomas  and her 
staff.  
 
But the increased use of the park by people who live in the neighborhood as  
well as by those who come long distances to enjoy this urban gem, is due in  
large part to the feeling that the park is safe.  We all know that safety  is 
not just measured by crime statistics but also by the feeling that people  have 
about their own safety.
 
The increasingly safe situation in Prospect Park results from...and results  
in...more people using the park.  And, dog walkers are an important part of  
this.  We care about the park, we care about our dogs and we care about the  
environment.  We support the Board of Health efforts to promote responsible  dog 
ownership and hope you will recognize the reality of what is:  dogs and  
their owners are, for the most part, caring New Yorkers who deserve the right to  
enjoy...responsibly...our parks.
 
Please act to formalize the Off-Leash practice that has so  enriched the 
lives of all the two and four legged citizens of New York  City
 
Thank you
 
Howard Gintell
90 8th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: "Kathy" <kathy@organicharvest.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 12:55 PM
Subject: OFF LEASH POLICY

Hi Rena,

 

We are a couple in our 50's who live in Battery Park.  Every weekend we wake
up before dawn to take our Aussie to Central Park to enjoy the off leash
privilege.  We have been doing this for the past 3 years.

 

The dog runs in our area are very small and over crowded and going up to
Central Park is like a vacation for the three of us.  Our dog gets the
exercise she needs and so do we.  All the dog owners that we have met and
seen pick up after their pets and never once have we seen any aggression
among animals or people.

 

We are asking you to please consider allowing the leash law to stay.

 

Thank you for hearing our plea.

 

Kathy, Brent and Jessie

 

 

 

 



From: <A2NICKS44@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 12:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  
community. With the lack of sufficient dog runs, the off leash hours enable  
dog owners to provide the necessary environment for a healthy, well  adjusted 
pet: exercise and socialization. 
The designated areas and the current hours (9pm to closing, and again when  
parks open until 9am), allow dog owners and non-dog owners alike to enjoy park  
recreation.
To do away with this law is unfair to dogs and dog owners and a  
contradiction of sorts if people are constantly asked to adopt a  pet and not have 
anywhere to take them where they can be allowed roam and play  for a few hours on a 
daily basis.
Dog owners are a responsible group, we care for our pets and  follow rules 
and regulation regarding licensing and vaccination.
I hope the law is allowed to remain to enable dog owners to continue to  
provide a healthy environment for our pets and hopefully in the meantime more  dog 
runs will be constructed
to provide a more dog friendly community.
 
 
                                                                              
      Sincerely.
                                                                              
  Aminta  Polack
                                                                              
  Woodside,  Queens



From: "Sean P. Guinan" <SGuinan@sparrowrealtors.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 12:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
I support the NYC Off-Leash Policy that is currently in place and
respectfully submit my request to keep this privilege in effect.  MY
family utilizes Juniper Valley Park EVERY day to exercise their dog as
well as themselves.  They enjoy the early morning hours and  feel very
safe as there are other dog owners and their dogs in the park -
otherwise the park might be very empty.  I strongly feel that this helps
to keep our parks safe for everyone.  I also believe that it gives the
public a sense of joy to watch the dogs play and run.  Dogs are great
for therapy and studies have shown that people who own dogs enjoy many
health benefits!  This freedom allows the dogs and their owners to be
more social with society and stimulates their minds and bodies which
enable both to be happier and healthier!!!
 
Gail Murtagh
 
 



From: <Linnraven1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven  and successful public health 
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Kathryn Staley" <KFStaley@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:32 AM
Subject: leash law

Dear Board of Health:

I support the current leash laws in the Parks of NYC.  My dog and I enjoy the privileges and 
responsibilities of being off leash before 9 AM and after 9PM.  The existing program has helped to train 
my 6 year old cairn terrier in good community behavior and excellent socialization skills.  No other city 
that we have traveled to has dogs so skilled in social interaction.  All the dogs we know are adept at 
commands, "come, sit, down" and avoid hostile interactions with other dogs.  They also know not to 
approach children and strangers unless invited.  The off leash hours give us time to walk in Central Park 
every day with other dogs and foot commuters.  The dogs and owners also reduce crime by their 
constant presence at hours that used to be empty of human presence.  Please keep the off leash hours 
as they are.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Staley
47 E. 88th St
NY, NY 10128



From: Pratibh Desai <pratibh@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations

Please vote to save the off leash policy

Sincerely,

Pratibh Desai



From: Terri Desai <terridesai@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please vote to save the off leash policy

Sincerely,

Terri Desai



From: Marilyn Lamin <mslamin@cottontreetales.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:10 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please do not change the Off-Leash Policy!  It is one of the many 
things that makes New York so special.....and offers tremendous 
socialization opportunities for pets AND their people!

Save the parks to include pets!!!

Marilyn Lamin



From: "Juliet Lofaro" <juliet@julietlofaro.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:07 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To Whom It May Concern:

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs; 

 --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours;  

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;  

 -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; 

 --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Thank you.



From: Tobias Ettlin <tobias_ettlin@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:06 AM
Subject: Off-leash Hours recreation policy in NYC parks for dogs

Ladies and Gentlemen
I am writing to you in support of continuing the
successful 20-year 9pm-9am Off-leash Hours recreation
policy in NYC parks for dogs.
Please keep this rule in effect. It is essential to
the well-being of both dogs and people visiting the
park.
Thank you!
Tobias Ettlin



From: Paul Belliveau <pbelliveau@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:03 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,

Now is the time to make the off-leash policy a permanent part of the 
Health code. In the 20 years since its inception dog-bite incidents 
have dropped dramatically and the parks have become safer and cleaner 
due in large part to the presence of dogs and their owners in the early 
and late hours. In a city where a public policy rarely has a 
well-documented positive result, the Parks Department's informal 
Off-leash Policy has proven to be a clear contributor to the wonderful 
"quality of life" rise we've experienced over the past two decades.

Paul Belliveau
Brooklyn, NY



From: "David Barrett" <dbarrett@BSFLLP.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 10:54 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the NYC Health Department - I have lived across from Central Park for the
past 15 years, but have been the owner of a dog for only the past eight
years.  Hence, I believe I have a particularly valid perspective on the
off-leash policy.  Having been on both sides of the do/no-dog divide, I
strongly support adoption of an off-leash policy.  

-- As a non-dog-owner using the Park, I enjoyed watching happy playful
animals and never found them a bother.   Particularly given the limited hours
that off-leash is allowed, I cannot see how it seriously inconveniences a
substantial number of park users.  If anything, people who are bothered by
dogs will find it worse if more leashed dogs are present during daylight
hours, which will be one result of banning off-leash.  If a dog is going to
misbehave, it can do a lot of damage even on a leash in the close confines of
contact in the park before it can be stopped

-- On the other hand, the value of allowing reasonable off-leash time is
unquestionable and promotes public health policy.  Dogs get essential
exercise and learn to socialize, essential in a crowded place like New York.
Equally important it fosters a sense of community and mutual support among
dog owners, who meet from all walks of life - as we have done over the past
eight years.  

-- From a sanitation perspective, there is no evidence that off-leash leads
to more fouling of the environment.  Indeed, by discouraging use of the
parks, banning off-leash could well lead to more fouling of the sidewalks and
streets. 

-- Obviously, off-leash rules make the parks safer by having more responsible
people present during generally quiet hours.  The rules reduce the number of
abandoned dogs by making dog ownership more practical for thousands of New
Yorkers.

-- Dog runs are absolutely not a suitable alternative.  Those that exist are
typically dirty, crowded dustbowls or mud flats, and it is simply not
practical to maintain them better particularly if usage is drastically
increased by banning off-leash in the parks..

Thank you for your consideration.

David A. Barrett

262 Central Park West

New York, NY 10024

(212) 446-2310 
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From: <shishkab@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 10:28 AM
Subject: NYC offleash

 
 NYC's 20 year old off-leash policy has been tremendously successful. Dog owners (and their pooches) 
have directly influenced and contributed towards the safety level of our parks system, as well as reinforce 
and nurture a strong sense of community and well-being (at least here in Brooklyn where I live).
 
 I am a perfect example of a New Yorker who was quick to adopt dogs once I moved next to Prospect 
Park. Since off-leash hours are available to me, I know I can give my companion animals enough 
exercise and socialization to keep them healthy, docile, and friendly (both towards other humans and 
towards other dogs).
 
 To be fair, you've got to admit that currently there are not enough dog runs in NYC -- if off-leash 
privileges are taken away, is the City planning on cutting up more portions of the parks to make legal, 
properly sized dog runs? Who is going to pay for the expense of it? And what is to be done in the 
meantime?
 
 Off-leash privileges are only during certain hours, and even then not during "peak" times. Who are we 
inconveniencing, exactly?
 
 Please, PLEASE don't let the temper-tantrums of a few misguided folks in Juniper Park ruin what has 
been an amazing perk for the rest of us humans and dogs.
 
 Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
 
 Sincerely yours,
 
 Jeanne Belliveau
 Park Slope, Brooklyn
 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <Sterling4ever1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 11:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,
 
I know that I speak for the multitudes of dog owners when I  speak in favor 
of keeping the off leash policy.  My husband and I have been  bringing our dogs 
to Prospect Park in Brooklyn for 3 years now.  The off  leash hours have 
brought about a great sense of community.  The dogs have a  chance to run free.  
These are animals, yes, but they are socialized and  they are there interacting 
with one another.  These dogs are not chasing  down the joggers, bikers, etc. 
 We are responsible people and we are not  setting ferocious dogs loose to 
harass the non dog owners who use the  park.  
 
Because we are there early in the morning and later on at  night, I feel that 
we may deter criminals from preying upon people in the  park.  
 
FIDO has been working in the park to help promote adoption of  the many 
abandoned dogs that are too often left  to fend for themselves on  the streets of 
New York City.   every other dog owner I meet,  including my husband and 
myself, has "rescued" a dog from the streets.  
 
We are good people and we are not asking for much.  A few  hours in the early 
morning and a few hours later on at night.  I'm sure  many of you own dogs 
and you know how good it feels to give your dog a good  life.
 
I hope that you listen to all of our voices, and keep the off  leash policy 
in place.
 
Thank you,
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryant
Mikey, Kobi, and Zsa Zsa
 
 



From: Alex Castle <acastle@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:59 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To Whom it May Concern,

Ending off-leash in our parks will have the following impact:

1. NYC children will never have the experience of throwing a ball  
with their dog.

2. Walking and the limited exercise provided in a dog run is not  
enough exercise for most dogs. We will see a massive increase in dog  
surrenders, bites, evictions due to nuisance barking and other  
behaviors due to lack of exercise and socialization with people and  
other dogs.

3. Off-leash is a critical social outlet for many people, especially  
single people and older people, who need it very much.

NYC's off-leash rules have been a great success and improved the  
quality of life people and animals for 20 years. Daytime off-leash  
hours are short. People who want to use the parks for other  
recreation have more than ample time and space to do so.

Please do not end this important program because of the protests of a  
small but very vocal group of dog-phobic New Yorkers.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Castle

Brooklyn resident
Friend of Prospect Park
Homeowner
Voter
Real Estate Agent
Dog trainer
Parent



From: "Nick Rango" <nrango@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:56 AM
Subject: amendments to Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Members of the NYC Health Board,

 

As part of the public comment period about the city's off leash policy, I
would like to write to say that I support the proposed amendments to Section
161.05 of the Health Code.

 

I am a teenager and we own a lab mix.  I can't imagine that our dog would be
as happy, as well socialized, and as healthy if he did not have the
opportunity to run each morning in the park.

 

Allowing dogs off leash creates socialized, friendly dogs who don't bite,
and it brings people into the parks at off hours and makes them safer.  I
think if the parks department posted signs explaining the policy and limited
the areas where we can run our dogs, most everyone would be satisfied.

 

Thank you for your consideration,

 

N. Rango



From: "Barbara Mantel" <bmantel@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:51 AM
Subject: leash law amendments

Members of the NYC Health Board:

 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendments to Section
161.05 of the Health Code. These amendments would require the Parks
Department to adopt rules requiring dog owners to present proof of licensing
and vaccination of off leash dogs.  Signs about off leash policy would be
posted in the parks.

 

I would also like to say that I would support a restriction of the off leash
hours to 9:30 PM to 8:30 AM if that would help resolve the issue, and I
would support tighter restrictions on the areas in which we can let loose
our dogs, as long as they still would be able to run.  As a dog owner, I see
the importance of allowing dogs off leash, but I also understand the
concerns of others who may be frightened by loose dogs.

 

Overall, the off-leash policy is a good public health policy for everyone.
Dogs become socialized as a result and bite less; dog runs are small, dirty,
and few in number; the limited hours for off leash provide a good balance
for all park users, and the off leash hours bring people into the parks
early in the morning and late in the evening, increasing safety.

 

I hope that the amendments will pass, and that all park users will be
satisfied.

 

Sincerely,

BJ Mantel

215 East 80th Street

10L

NY, NY  10021



From: <MMattin459@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear sir;
     The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs; these dogs are much friendlier then any suburban dogs who do not 
have socialization opportunities other then their own fenced in back 
yards!--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they 
are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners 
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of 
community; I've met so many people.
    The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.
WE URGE YOU TO NOT CHANGE THIS!!
MARY MATTINGLY
STEVE REISS
UPPER EAST SIDE RESIDENTS



From: "c. todd mccormickIV" <ctm42002@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  9:27 AM
Subject: nyc off leash policy

my name is todd mccormick and i am the proud and responsible owner of a 5 year old vizsla named 
griffin. this breed is the smallest of the pointer retrievers and requires 2 hours of off leash excersize per 
day. the current off leash policy allows him (and me) to get his required activity while allowing needed 
socialization for tightly quartered urban dogs. some policy makers would state that the off leash policy 
contributes to dog bite incidendents but i contend the opposite is true. sadly, bad dog owners exist with or 
without modification to the existing policy but if these owners are chosen to represent the overwhelming 
majority of conscientious and decent dog owners the city runs the risk of having good socialized dogs 
overreacting to leashed behaviors causing potential incidents to dogs, owners and passers by. these 
alpha determinate behaviors are quickly sorted out in the open and positively reinforce the dog's place in 
society. thank you for your consideration in this
 matter. best, todd mccormick w 74th st, manhattan.

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: <AshtonNYC@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  8:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  
 Thank you.   Sincerely, Penny Ashton



From: Jason Lamin <laminjason@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash policy in central park is what makes Manhattan dogs so  
lucky.

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off- 
leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available  
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who  
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again  
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

_______________
Jason S. Lamin
New York, NY



From: Miriam Pope <mimpope@pipeline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006  3:26 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  We want it to continue, for all the enumerated reasons:

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;
-Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;
  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;
  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;
   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations.
  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

We strongly urge you to continue the offleash policy.

Sincerely,
Miiriam Pope



From: Laura Ide <lauraide@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 21, 2006 12:40 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

I am a strong supporter of the off-leash policy in the parks for dogs 
and their owners.  If Health Board members were to visit the parks in 
the city during off-leash hours, you would find a community of people 
enjoying the park along with their dogs.  there are literally thousands 
of NYC residents who enjoy this pasttime and the juniper park 
association which is trying to ban off-leash hours in ALL parks is a 
very small minority.

You have heard by now all of the positive arguments for maintaining 
off-leash hours; only reason would have the Health Board conclude that 
an off-leash policy is beneficial to the dog-owning and larger NYC 
community.

Laura Ide
413 16th street
Brooklyn NY  11215

CC: <czerny777@aol.com>, <georgekerasiotis@aol.com>



From: <LYNNSTANB@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "valerie golden" <goldenvalerie@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:46 PM
Subject: Off leash privileges

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE preserve our rights to let our dogs enjoy the NYC parks 
off leash between 9 pm--9 am.

This is such a fun, healthy, humane, community-building aspect of life in 
New York.  The vast majority of dog owners are highly considerate, 
cooperative, and make the dog community something everyone can enjoy and be 
proud of. Also, most NYc dogs are so much better mannered and better 
socialized because of such privileges to be off leash and play in the park 
with other dogs.

Pets are so important to people's mental and physical health. The off leash 
privileges add so much to city life for all of us.

PLEASE don't let a few curmudgeons ruin a wonderful aspect of city life for 
all the great people and great dogs that deserve the privileges.

Thank you for your consideration.

Dr. Valerie Golden
goldenvalerie@hotmail.com
resident of Manhattan

_________________________________________________________________
Use your PC to make calls at very low rates 
https://voiceoam.pcs.v2s.live.com/partnerredirect.aspx



From: <Ottowal@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Otto Walberg



From: evan fraser <egffraser@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:39 PM
Subject: dog leash law

Thank you for conidering permanent legalization of the present day off leash laws.  As you know NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized 
and exercized dogs.  In addition, dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours.  Presently I walk my dog at 11 PM at night on East 97th Street and feel perfectly safe 
doing so.  I'm not sure that I wold feel so safe if it wasn't for me and my fellow dog walkers.  Finally, there 
are simply not enough dog runs to support the number of dogs.  Eliminating the off-leash dog laws would 
overflow the present dog runs, and not provide adequate exercise opportunities for all dogs.

Again, thanks for your consideration,

Evan Fraser
9 East 97th Street

 
.



From: Jackiem <mjackie@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:14 PM
Subject: Writing in favor of off-leash laws

Dear Madam/Sir,

I am writing in favor of having off-leash laws formalized in New York  
City parks.

Having our dogs off-leash benefits the dogs of our city and it also  
makes our parks safer due to the presence of many dog owners in the  
early morning and late afternoon hours.

I have for years taken my dog to Central Park in the mornings so that  
she could benefit from off-leash time.  This summer I relocated to  
Brooklyn and now take my dog to Prospect Park for both the morning  
and afternoon off-leash times.  I have been impressed in both parks  
by the cleanliness of the dog owners -- I have never witnessed an  
owner missing a clean-up after a dog.  The dogs are almost  
universally well behaved and clearly thrive on the off-leash time.   
Another benefit is the relaxed demeanor of the dog owners as they  
enjoy the time in the park -- it is truly a community building/ 
bonding experience for the people of New York City.

Respectfully yours,

Jacqueline Montras
939 Union Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: <josephclau@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Sir/ Madam:
 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (!
 9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
 
Please amend section 161.05 of the Health Code.
 
Respectfully yours,
 
Joseph Lau
321 W 103rd Street, 3A
New York, NY 10025
212-222-4187
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <Normallycrazy28@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Abigail  Pope-Brooks



From: pbrooks@micromind.com
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I strongly support the current off-hours off-leash policy for dogs in the parks.  It allows both 
segments of the human population: dog-owners and dogless-owners, to make use of the 
park. 

---
P. Brooks
Stuyvesant High School
Mathematics & Computer Science



From: <IACLAACG@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:24 PM
Subject: Please Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of  the Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
 
May I stronlgy urge you to maintain the  20 year off leash hours  policy.
It is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is  enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash  hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are  present 
and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The  off-leash 
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners  and their 
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages  people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each  year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City,  the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated  areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks - it's only for certain hours  (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain  designated locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote  responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
 
I hop eyou won't end the policy
 
Cathy Gay
_iaclaacg@aol.com_ (mailto:iaclaacg@aol.com) 
212 501-7200
 



From: Alex Rainert <alex@monoki.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:14 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code. Dogs make a  neighborhood better!

Hi there,

I am writing in response to the Juniper Civic Association lawsuit to  
end off-leash dog hours in NY - both in parks and in dog runs (the  
latter is shocking to me). There are many reasons that this is  
alarming and I was going to list a few in hopes that you could read  
them and help act upon them (if you agree :) -

Dog owners are often the most vocal and participatory people in their  
communities.  The interactions that result from dog runs and off  
leash hours create the sort of community gatherings and interactions  
that Jane Jacobs would fight hard to defend. Not only does it foster  
a better sense of community, but it actually makes the parks safer  
during hours where they'd normally be deserted, Regardless of the  
weather or time of year, you can always find dog owners in the park  
exercising their dogs.

If they are arguing that the dogs' behavior is a problem now, it will  
only get worse if you take away the only outlet the animals have to  
excercise. The solutions they suggest punish everyone - including all  
of the responsible dog owners as well well-behaved dogs (both of  
which represent the overwhelming majority). I believe that much more  
severe penalties for negligent dog owners that result in attacks,  
etc... would solve their problems without shattering and angering  
what is a very strong community in our city. The solution they are  
proposing seems like using a fire hose to put out a candle. It is so  
rash and final and should really be reconsidered. Dog owners are  
often some of the most "responsible" since they willfully have made  
themselves responsible for something other than themselves. That  
isn't to say that there aren't irresponsible dog owners. There  
certainly are and they should be punished without punishing everyone  
else.

The 20 year offleash policy has shown a direct correlation with a  
great decrease in attacks. This is no coincidence. Having dogs  
constantly leashed will lead to more aggressive dogs. Give them the  
opportunity to unwind on a daily basis and they're much better off.

The Board of Health amendments will promote the responsible dog  
ownership that has led to all of these positive results City dogs  
should be licensed and vaccinated and owners should be held  
responsible (and seriously punished if there dog is responsible for  
an attack).

Thanks for listening and sorry for the rant.

Alex



[ alex rainert . w: www.monoki.com . m: 718 208 3320 ]



From: <Spruces3@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,
    I vigorously encourage you to maintain the 20-year off -leash hours 
policy.  It is a proven and successful public health policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to 
keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late 
evening and early morning hour.  
    The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.
    As the owner of a beloved 9 year old mutt, I have loved being part of the 
early morning dog world that is so much a part of living in NYC for me.
    Thank you for your support of this policy.
    Sincerely,
    Didi Barrett



From: Sean Casey <prana9@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:45 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please do not change a successfully proven and valuable policy. The  
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which  
fosters a sense of community

Thank you,

Best,
Sean Casey
A Manhattan resident and new dog owner!



From: <LindaKes@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the health Board:
 
Please keep the off-leach policy now in effect!!!
Thank you
Linda Kessler
 
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health  
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  incidents 
due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  and 
exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping  the parks 
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of  thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily  basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash  recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;   --Since there are not enough dog  runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized  and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks;   -- The off-leash  policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks -  it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until  9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.
 



From: <jagdarr@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:36 PM
Subject: Please support and clarify the off-leash policy

 My dog and I as well as many members of the Upper West Side Community have benefited greatly from 
this compromise policy.  The dog owners and dogs are better socialized and care very much about the 
parks and responsible dog management. Please support the off-leach policy so the parks remain safe 
and utilized.
 
Judy Darr
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Sandman, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Sandman@ppfa.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board personnel,
This email is to request that you amend the Health Code to clarify that
the current off-hour off-leash policy in NYC parks will remain in
effect.  This policy is a huge part of what makes NYC a good city for
dogs and dog-owners to live in.  Dogs and their owners have enjoyed this
policy for years without causing significant problems - in fact, as I
understand it, negative dog-related incidents are at a historic low in
NYC.  There are not enough dogruns in the city, and this sensible
shared-use policy is a great compromise for all users of the parks. In
fact, allowing dogs off-leash in the parks after-hours improves park
safety, as it brings people and their dogs to the parks at hours when
many would otherwise be deserted.

I hope that you will take these factors into account in making your
decision.

Regards,
Jennifer Sandman



From: "Alderman, Jason" <Jason_Alderman@hines.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

 

As a responsible and active dog owner in the city, I am writing to
support the currently proposed amendment to the city's health code that
will strengthen the current offleash hours policy in NYC parks.  

 

I firmly believe that dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to
keeping New York City's wonderful parks safer and cleaner, as they are
present more often, earlier, and later than almost any other group in
the park and are incredibly conscientious of park cleanliness.  The
off-leash law allows dogs to become well socialized citizens of the
city, and even non-dog people, especially children, enjoy meeting the
dogs and watching them play on the weekend mornings.  I strongly urge
you to consider supporting the Amendment to Section 161.05 and allow New
York City's dogs and their owners to continue to have the opportunity to
enjoy the parks, especially as we do so during hours and in locations
that do not disturb other people.

 

Sincerely,

Jason Alderman

 

Hines

885 Third Avenue, Suite 2700

New York, NY 10022

P: (212) 230-2300

F: (212) 230-2276



From: "Melanie Coronetz" <mermel@worldnet.att.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:35 PM
Subject: off leash dogs

As an owner of 3 dogs, I would hate to see the off leash privileges
rescinded. In Central Park, the off leash courtesy works very well. Dogs
need exercise, and running free is the best way to get it. If people in
other boroughs have problems with off leash dogs, let them address them
locally. Perhaps the law should be changed so each borough can handle its
own dog issues, rather than have a "one size fits all" approach under the
Dept. of Health and Mental Hygiene.

Melanie Coronetz

9 East 96th Street (12-A)
New York, NY 10128
mermel@att.net



From: "Becky Graham" <BeckyG@anvilknitwear.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.
I agree with all issues as laid out above. I would also like to add,
that living in Manhattan, most dogs do not have the space in their homes
to run freely. They are confined most of the day and get little
exercise. I live on 72nd Street right off the Park. I have a large dog,
and the Park is our backyard. Upon moving to NY, I have made so many
friends from being out there with him (so did he!). We truly are a
community and it would be a very sad thing to have that taken away.
Regards,
Becky Graham



From: <naro815@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:35 PM
Subject: off leash hours

please do not end off leash hours in nyc parks.
dogs need to run free and socialize with other dogs.
this allows dogs to be happy, better behaved and more tolerant of 
shared space in a crowded city.
off leash hours have been so successful for so long i cant understand 
why it would end.
please do not end off leash hours in nyc parks.

daniel sullivan
brooklyn, ny
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: Ruth Caine <arrowruth@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm
 to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: <AVonhassel@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

_________________________________________________________________
Agostino von Hassell
The Repton Group LLC

399 Park  Avenue
26th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10022

212-750-0824
212-318-7700  Extension 56604
212-750-8831 Facsimile
917-589-8009 Cell  Phone

_http://www.thereptongroup.com/_ (http://www.thereptongroup.com/) 



From: Pratibha Gautam <pgnyc37@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I'm writing to you about something very improtant.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners 
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations.  I support the proposed Board of Health amendments because they promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
  Manhattan, New York
  Pratibha Gautam & Craig Casey

 
---------------------------------
Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Make PC-to-Phone Calls to the US (and 30+ countries) for 2¢/min or less.



From: Jonathan Schaffer <jrischaffer@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:30 PM
Subject: In Support of Off-Leash Laws

To Whom it May Concern,

I am a resident of the Upper West Side in Manhattan and a dog owner.  I, along with so many others, 
depend on the ability to have my dog off leash every morning for her exercise and socialization.

We are a law-abiding constituency that gets together every morning, rain or shine.  I know our presence 
alone is a benefit to the park, making it safer and more user friendly at a time when the park is fairly 
desolate.  We police ourselves with everyone respecting the park and cleaning up after our dogs.  

I love my dog, and I love my city.  Please let us continue to enjoy this balance which has served the 
community so well for so many years!

Respectfully,

Jonathan Schaffer
130 W. 67th Street, #3J
New York, NY 10023
212/362-9542



From: david diaz <diazd123@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a dog owner in New York City for the past 15 years,
I have witnessed and participated in the benefits
of the city's off-leash hours policy.
It is not only a liberating and socializing
experience for the animals, but also a community
building form of interaction among people who are
otherwise strangers.
The policy is in the best interests of the citizens
and the dogs and should be maintained.
David Diaz
42-15 Westmoreland Street
Little Neck, NY 11363 

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Collins, Judy" <judy.collins@lovells.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Confidential 
________________________________________

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of maintaining the current off-leash policy in
New York City parks.  I am the owner of a one year old Bernese Mountain
Dog.  Before getting my dog, I will confess that I was wary of having a
dog of any size in a city.  I have now determined that, after one year
of New York City dog ownership, New York City is a fantastic place to be
a dog owner and a dog.  My husband and I take our dog to Central Park to
run around and play with his doggie friends at least once a day, before
9AM, so that he is able to be off-leash.  As a result, he is one of the
best socialized dogs that I have ever come across.  He loves all other
dogs and humans, and I never worry that he will snap or bite.  I have
this same feeling for the other dogs that congregate in the East Meadow
of Central Park in the morning.  They run around and play well with each
other as well as their doggie parents.  I have never been concerned
about the behavior of my dog or others allowed off-leash.  In fact, the
only time that my dog was ever threatened by another dog was when an
irresponsible dog owner walked his aggressive dog on a leash up to my
dog who was also on-leash.  The dog owners whom I have met in the Park
during off-leash hours are the most responsible type of dog owners.
They are most concerned with the welfare and happiness of their dogs as
well as other City dogs, and cherish the privileges afforded to them by
New York City's off-leash laws.

I urge you not to change the New York City parks off-leash policy as it
will drastically impair the quality of life of New York City dogs as
well as that of their owners.

With thanks for your consideration,

Judy Collins

________________________________________

Lovells is an international law firm.

CONFIDENTIALITY. This email and any attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If 
received in error,  please do not disclose the contents to anyone, but notify the sender by return email 
and delete this email (and any attachments) from your system.



From: "Kadi Lublin" <kadiatu@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am the owner of a two year old chocolate lab, Mika, who is micro-chipped,
licensed with the city, and completely up to date on all vaccinations.  Going
to the park during off-leash hours is one of Mika and I's favorite things to
do.  She loves waking me up in the morning so that we can go to the park
together.  I have lived in New York for a little over three years and got
Mika about six months after moving here.  When I started taking her to the
park during off leash hours I was amazed at the entirely new side of New
York that opened up to us – there is a significant canine community here and
I can honestly say I have never been part of a more responsible or caring
group of people.  I know the names of all of the people and dogs that
regularly come to the park at the same time Mika and I do.  We all
vigilantly watch our own dogs and the dogs belonging to other people.  There
is no question that off-leash hours promote the health and happiness of both
dogs and owners alike; often I even see people without dogs, many times
parents with young children, stop to watch the dogs playing or even to talk
to the owners and pet a dog.

A few other points I would like to stress:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;

--The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours and only in certain
designated locations;
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I sincerely hope that this wonderful tradition is allowed to continue and
becomes protected by law.

Kadi Lublin



From: "Suarez, Mario" <Mario.Suarez@thompsonhine.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy - Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to support the Off-Leash Policy

The limited off-leash policies in certain City parks have been a
considerable success. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to
keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours. 

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership and should be adopted.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Mario J. Suarez, Esq.
Thompson Hine LLP
335 Madison Avenue (12th Floor)
New York, NY 10017
Phone: 212-908-3930
Fax: 212-344-6101
E-mail: mario.suarez@thompsonhine.com

 



From: Daphne Eviatar <daphneeviatar@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: IN FULL SUPPORT OF AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 165

Dear Ms. Bryant and all those concerned:

I understand that a very small but vocal minority has
been challenging the 20 year long policy of allowing
dogs offleash in NYC parks during certain hours of the
day. I strongly urge you to act in the interest of the
majority of New Yorkers and to keep offleash hours in
Prospect Park and all other New York City parks.

The 20 year offleash hours policy has proven to be
good public health policy.

There are significant statistics showing a dramatic
decline in dogbites in NYC during this period. That
only makes sense: dogs that get to run offleash work
out their aggression with other dogs.

Moreover, responsible dog ownership, which includes
offleash time, brings thousands of people into the
parks, contributes to quality of life, and here in
Park Slope, to property values.

Offleash hours also give owners and dogs an
opportunity to exercise.

Finally, offleash hours encourage adoption, saving the
city the cost of capturing, confining and destroying
the many abandoned and stray dogs in the city.

Offleash hours make sense! It's good public policy!
People travel from as far as Massachusetts to take
advantage of offleash hours in Prospect Park. The city
is way ahead of the curve on this one.

I therefore urge you not only to keep the offleash
hours but to extend them.

Thank you,

Daphne Eviatar
521 2nd Street
Park Slope, Brooklyn.

cc: Mayor Bloomberg

CC: <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, <deblasio@councilnyc.ny.us>



From: juki <jukimoo@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To The Health Board:

I'm emailing to ask for your support of the off-leash hours policy.  This
policy has proven to be successful for the public health for the last 20
years.  The City has experienced a historically low rate of dog-related
incidents since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.  Parks have
become safer because dog owners such as myself are always around and also
vigilant in the late evenings and early mornings.

Off-leash hours also help promote a sense of community.  The policy gives
both dogs and dog owners an opportunity to socialize and get exercise.  And
as it currently stands, the off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks since it's only for certain hours
and only in certain designated locations.

Please continue to support the off-leash policy.  The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you.

Julie Kim



From: Rebecca de Guzman <rdguzman71@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:24 PM
Subject: NYC Off-Leash Laws

To the Attention of the Health Board:

This letter is written in support of the proposed
amendments that will strengthen the current offleash
hours policy.  I am a dog owner, and while I do not
take advantage of the current off-leash laws, I fully
support the chance for dogs and owners to take
advantage of the recreation that our beautiful parks
offer.  Important community interaction takes place in
these settings.  In addition, it is not just the
health of the dogs that benefit from such
socialization and exercise, but owners and the general
community as well.  As an example, dogs that have
regular access to exercise and play are generally
better socialized dogs and this brings positive
benefits to adults, children, and other canines and
pets as well.  

Dogs are an important part of our lives, and they
deserve the chance to enjoy off-leash time in the
parks.  Dogs and other pets bring much joy to their
owners and to many members of the community-at-large. 
Please support legislation that will strengthen these
laws, and continue to make New York City a livable
place for people and their pets!

Sincerely,

Rebecca de Guzman
128 Sherman Ave. #18
New York, NY  10034

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: Marcus Miller <exilem@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:23 PM
Subject: Save the off-leash policy.  Please amend Section 161.05 of the  health code.

Dear Sir/Madam:

I understand that there is a serious move to repeal the off-leash  
policy in New York City.  Although I am not the owner of a dog I  
think this would be a terrible decision.

Primarily I think that the presence of dogs in the park is a delight  
and a stress reducer in the city.  Furthermore, dog owners really  
care deeply about the parks and the issues that effect the parks.   
They are concerned and engaged citizens and squashing this motivation  
seems terribly counter productive.  I also strongly believe that dog  
owners make the parks safer.  I run in the evening in Prospect Park  
and the vast majority of regular citizens in the parks at night are  
dog owners walking their dogs.  These people provide a safe, passive  
stabilization of potentially dangerous areas.  I honestly believe  
that they make the NYC police's job easier.  They certainly make me  
feel safer about running late which is the only time I can do it.

Please do not make it any harder on dog owners and by extension the  
rest of us in this city.

Thank you,

Marcus Miller



From: "Audra B Kujawski" <akujawski@hearst.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:23 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My dog and I would be devastated if the 20-year off-leash hours policy 
goes away. We go to Central Park every morning where we meet up with our 
friends. It's a truly lovely way to start the day. I believe that dog 
owners have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash 
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks 
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.

Sincerely,

Audra Kujawski
233 East 86th Street, Apt 3D
New York, New York 10028

============================================================
This e-mail message is intended for the personal use of the recipient(s) named above. If you are not an 
intended recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message.

If you have received this communication in error, please notify the Hearst Information Services HelpDesk 
(helpdesk@hearst.com) immediately by e-mail and delete the original message.

============================================================



From: "Stephen Schneider" <snsSchneider@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  6:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Gentlemen:

I urge you to continue the off least hours that have been in effect for the last 20 years thanks to Henry 
Stern.

I have enjoyed use of Central Park and have been a large supporter of the Conservancy for many years. I 
use the park for my two golden retrievers to run in every morning and without this privilege, I do not know 
what I would do.

Stephen Schneider



From: "New York San Da" <lkfmdc@worldnet.att.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  6:55 PM
Subject: Please keep off leash hours!

For many people living in this city, dogs are an important part of making life in the city livable. They are 
companions, provide emotional support and relieve stress. They don't ask for much in return really. Dogs 
in this city derserve some exercise and some time to be free. It isn't too much to ask. Please keep off 
leash hours!

David A Ross



From: <GollMark@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  6:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health  
policy
 
NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized  dogs
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  dog-owners 
who use parks as it's only for certain hours 
 
Gillien Goll
NYC



From: Adam Gregerman <adamgregerman@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  4:42 PM
Subject: Keep the Off leash Policy

Please don't rid of the off-leash policy. It is essential for NYC dog owners to have some free space to let 
dogs cooped up in little apts. to play each day. 
  Sincerely,
  Adam Gregerman

---------------------------------------
Adam Gregerman
600 W. 122nd Street #510
New York, NY 10027
212-663-1716
 
---------------------------------
Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 



From: <PamLeeC@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  1:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off-leash hours  policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying  an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off leash hours  policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are  present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The  off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners  and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of  community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages  people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each  year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,  the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9  pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9 am), and only in certain  
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible 
dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Christie Shaver" <christie@thpg.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  1:03 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to note my vigorous endorsement of the off leash hours in NYC
Parks.  Frequently, dogs in dog runs are poorly socialized and poorly
behaved.  It is place that dog owners take their animals when they don't
know how to control their pets.  The only aggression my dogs have ever
experienced from another dog occurred in city dog runs.  Off leash hour
areas are very different however.  Dog owners using these areas work hard
with their pets to make them responsible, controllable, lovable canine
citizens.  This is a win win situation for both dog owners and for no dog
owning citizens.  Many people have responded to me and my dog Hunter and
have told us that she ahs cured them of their fear of dogs.  She is
extremely well behaved, always comes on command - yes- every single time -
and she is training to be Delta Society Therapy Pet.  The opportunity for no
dog owners to see what a relationship with a well-behaved dog can be like
can help many people get over bad last experiences with animals due to an
irresponsible owner.  

 

Dogs and their owners in the city parks during off leash hours make all city
parks safer by their presence in the parks during these les populated hours,
and dog owners help keep the parks clean and also help develop a community
in our city when so many people are otherwise isolated.  I am in support of
not only maintaining current off leash hours, but offering expanded off
leash hours with certification.  I wish there was a program in place by
which I could pay the city a fee and put my dog through a behavior test to
be able to have her off leash in other areas, or at other times as well.
The city could name its fee and I believe many dog owners would be happy to
pay to have their well behaved dogs certified to be off leash with them at
other times, or places too.

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my opinion on this very important dog
matter.

 

Christie Shaver

President

The Healthy Pet Gourmet

www.thpg.com



From: <Bambu12276@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  1:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Rae, James" <james.rae@credit-suisse.com>
To: "'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 12:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHea  lth Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours
(9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

I agree with all of the above.

James Rae

==============================================================================
Please access the attached hyperlink for an important electronic communications disclaimer: 

http://www.credit-suisse.com/legal/en/disclaimer_email_ib.html
==============================================================================



From: <Chefraina1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 12:33 PM
Subject: off leash time in parks

please save our leashlesss times in the park
for about 9 months out of the year we the dog people are the only ones who  
use the park any... too cold, too rainy, too snowy.... for most. our dogs  
however need this time all year long and so we trudge through snow, sleet, rain,  
hail, dark of night ( which is about 5pm during the winter).
 
PLEASE SAVE OUR OFF LEASH TIME.
Sincerely,
Raina Heyer
Staten Island



From: "Ellen Mendez-Penate" <ellenmp@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 12:18 PM
Subject: Article 161

I urge you to allow dogs to be off-leash in the park before 9:00am.

-- 
Regards,

Ellen G. Mendez-Penate
345 East 57th St., Apt. 7A
New York, NY 10022
Tel:  212-752-1725
Fax: 212-752-1726



From: <MZAZ1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 12:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please disregard my former email which was not inmy own words.  I am a  30 
year resident of the upper west side, a nine year dog owner.  I urge you  to 
continue the current before 9am, after 9pm leash law.  While our 72nd  Street dog 
run is a wonderful addition and affords our dogs the luxury of a  space of 
their own, for some dogs (mine an English Springer Spaniel) there is  nothing 
like a sprint, in my case along the boat basin and then up to 96th  Street on 
the promenade.  Over the years I have observed that almost ALL  dog owners are 
responsible and courteous to joggers, walkers and bikers.   In many many 
instances non-dog owners receive great pleasure from the sight of a  galloping dog.  
I believe that during these hours our dogs ADD  greatly to the quality of 
life in our city. If dogs have licenses and all  the required credentials there 
is no reason to change a that adds vitality and a  sense of freedom to our 
urban life.
 
Susan Hufford
270 West End Ave
NYC 10023...registered voter



From: <MZAZ1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Michelle Shinagawa <michelle.shinagawa@ny.ddb.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

Dear NYC Health Board
I have been living in NYC for 7 years have always enjoyed the walk in a
central park with my dog during a off leash hours. It's a great place for
dogs to socialize and get some exercises. In a small congested city with
small apartment, that is the only place that my dog get to enjoy his life.
Most of the owners that let their dog off leash during a off leash hours are
very responsible. If they knew that their dogs are aggressive, they know to
keep them on a leash. Please save the off leash hours.

Thank you

Michelle

______________________________________________________________________
Unleash your potential 
 
DDB: Twice named The Gunn Report's Most Awarded Agency Network, Adweek's Global Agency and Ad 
Age’s Global Network of the Year. Four-time winner, Clio Agency Network of the Year. Winner of more 
awards than any other network in the history of the Cannes International Advertising Festival. Tribal DDB, 
named Adweek’s Interactive Agency of the Year for 2005. 

***********************************************************************************
This e-mail is intended only for the named person or entity to which it is addressed and contains valuable 
business information that is privileged, confidential and/or otherwise protected from disclosure.  
Dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail or the information herein by anyone other than the 
intended recipient, or an employee, or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended 
recipient, is strictly prohibited.  All contents are the copyright property of the sender.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are nevertheless bound to respect the sender's worldwide legal rights.  We 
require that unintended recipients delete the e-mail and destroy all electronic copies in their system, 
retaining no copies in any media.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify us 
by calling our Help Desk at (212) 415-3055, or e-mail to helpdesk@ny.ddb.com. We appreciate your 
cooperation.



From: <Arielle.Kresin@opco.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a dog owner I find it extremely difficult to find places where I can take my dog and allow him to run 
around and be free for a short period of time. People/humans can go anywhere, anytime. As a dog owner 
I respect those who may not understand a dog, be allergic or even scared but we cannot allow their lives 
to ruin the few hours of free time our dogs receive. The off-leash policy has been around for 20 years and 
has been proven and successful with public health policy. There are very few incidents to suggest this 
policy should be terminated. Not everyone in the city has to be a dog lover or animal lover but they should 
respect those of us who are as we respect them for their feelings. I have NEVER forced my dog or my 
beliefs on anyone, I only ask for the same understanding and respect I give to others. Those of us who 
are dog owners work, pay our taxes and handle our responsibilities so we should have the same freedom 
to enjoy the parks with our beloved friends as everyone else. When I see children ruining the grass or 
littering I don't tell the parks department children shouldn't be allowed because that would be absurd and 
imposing on people we have no right to impose upon. Please consider EVERYONE'S feelings in 
situations like this as well as how taking this away from us will hurt us, our animals and all involved.

Thank you for your time

Arielle Kresin

For more information about Oppenheimer's products and services, 
visit our website at   <http://www.opco.com> http://www.opco.com.
 

This communication is for informational purposes only and nothing
herein should be construed as a solicitation, recommendation or 
an offer to buy or sell any securities or product. The information
contained herein has been obtained from sources believed to be
reliable but we do not guarantee accuracy or completeness. 
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc and its affiliated companies, their officers, 
directors and employees may have a position in or, make a market 
in any securities mentioned above and, may act as an investment 
banker or advisor to such companies. Client account information 
or transaction details do not supersede mailed confirmations or 
account statements which are the only official records containing 
this information.  As a matter of policy, orders are not accepted 
via e-mail or voice mail and no responsibility shall accrue 
relating to any orders placed in this manner. If this communication 
has been received in error, please delete or destroy immediately.



From: "Regina Glocker" <RG@Westwood-Partners.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:32 AM
Subject: Keep Off Leash Hours

To whom it may concern:

 

I support off-leash hours (9pm -9am) in the park.  Thank you.

 

Regina Glocker



From: "Linda  Holt" <linda.holt@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Since we do not have a dog run close to us, the off-leash time in the
morning is the only time my dog can be properly exercised - this makes for a
happier dog, happier owners and happier neighbors since dogs who are well
exercised and socialized make much better neighbors in confined city
apartments. I believe that central park is also safer by having the offleash
hours policy since dog-owners are present and vigilant during those offleash
hours.

Please do not take away this privilege from law-abiding dog owners in the
city.

 

Linda Holt

 



From: Rob Nikoleski <rnikoleski@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs,

My name is Rob Nikoleski and I'm writing to tell you
how the off-leash hours policy for dog owners like me
has been a proven and successful public health policy.
  
It's my understanding that the city enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, which has been in effect
for 20 years.
 
The policy fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs and dog owners like my wife and I have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since we are
often present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours.
  
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community.

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City
parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as dogs should be licensed
and vaccinated.

Feel free to reach me at (212) 348-2032 if you would
like to discuss this with me.

Sincerley,

Rob Nikoleski

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health 
Code 

  

Hello~ 

 I'm writing this to encourage you to please amend section 161.05 of the health code and continue to 
permit off leash hours in parks. I have a wonderful dog Riley whom I frequently take to Prospect park, 
and occasionally to Central Park for romps. We get up early in the morning, get our walk in or a drive 
into the city (we live in Brooklyn)  and are able to enjoy the beautiful serenity of these great spaces. We 
play catch, we take a jog, we chase the pigeons, and then we plop onto the grass and watch the world go 
by. These beautiful areas were designed for the enjoyment of all, it shouldn't matter if you have a tail or 
not.  

Like the majority of respectful and responsible city dog owners, Riley is current on all of his 
vaccinations and is licensed. He has a clean bill of health and I strive to keep him that way. When we're 
out and about I make sure that I throw my trash in a garbage can, not on the sidewalk, because it's the 
right thing to do. Likewise, when my dog goes to the bathroom outside, I scoop the poop and toss it in 
the trash. Again, because it's the right thing to do, it's the responsible thing to do.  

Riley isn't dog aggressive, people aggressive or child aggressive. That's because I frequently take him 
outside "into the real world" so that he has exposure to almost every aspect of city life. On the sidewalk, 
Riley steps nimbly around strollers and carriages. He pees on the curb, not on the sidewalk. He passes 
hotdog vendors without begging. Personally, I think his behavior is slightly better than a large portion of 
city dwellers. Riley has gone just about everywhere he's allowed to go; stores, parks, and most of the 
outdoor gathering places in New York. By allowing him to do this I have helped to create a calm, non-
aggressive dog. Riley is constantly exposed to new things, and therefore isn't bothered by them when he 
encounters them again. If we make the city less dog friendly and restrict their access to public places, 
dogs won't learn how to act or react to city life.That is what creates a dangerous situation, it is a recipe 
for disaster.  

It's been proven time and again, dogs who are well socialized and enjoy plenty of exercise are happy and 
safe dogs. Access to public parks and property is key to this, and it's evident in New York today. Dog 
bites and other injury's of this type are at an all time low thanks to off leash hours. These off-leash hours 
allow dogs, and their owners, access to exercise and the ability to interact with others. This also in turn 
has made the park safer; I am able to confidently walk in the park in the early morning and late evening 
because the presence of dog owners. This is especially important to me as a female; I enjoy walking in 
the city but am relieved when I feel safer because of the vigilant presence of dog owners. They make me 
feel safe, and that makes me feel good about living in the city.  

Please, please, continue to encourage responsible dog ownership and help to foster the wonderful canine 
community that currently exists. This is a system that works for everyone; it has endless benefits for 
dogs, their owners, and non-dog owners in this great city. Please help us to keep it that way. I implore 
you to amend the current health code section 161.05.

From:    "Jennifer Hagan" <jenhagan@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/20/2006 10:44 AM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code
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Sincerely,  

Jennifer and Riley Hagan 

80 Cranberry St, Brooklyn NY 11201 

 

Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free trip!  
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From: "Samantha Hecht" <shecht@aspenadvisorsllc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:40 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I live in New York City and Central Park is a big part of my life.  I run there in the early morning hours, 
take my child to the playgrounds and take my dog for walks in the park  several times a day, with the 
morning off-leash walk (before 9 a.m.) being the most enjoyable walk.  I cannot imagine Central Park 
without the Off-Leash hours.  I find it very comforting on my early morning runs to see dog owners with 
their dogs off-leash in the park.  I also have found that the dog groups that form create bonds and 
friendships that are important to bringing a sense of community to New York.  Dogs that are able to 
socialize and exercise off-leash with other dogs and people are friendlier dogs, which is very important in 
a city where there are many people and many dogs in a limited space.  

Let's keep the parks safe, and the dogs and their owners healthy and happy with the off-leash policy that 
works for everyone from dog owners to non dog-owners.

Thank you for your efforts and know that you have the support of many dog owners. 

Sincerely,

Samantha Hecht



From: <SUSANAT336@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please do not change the off-leash laws. Over the past year and a half  since 
we have had our first dog ever, we have met so many more people in our  
neighborhood--actually, it's one more aspect of living here that makes  NYC a 
series of neighborhoods. Countless times people from other parts of  the country 
express disbelief that people actually bring up children in New  York City. 
Well, the socialization that happens--dogs and people--during  the early morning 
gatherings that we attend are a vital part of what makes  NYC so liveable.
 
And I feel, along with my many, many new dog-owner friends, more  responsible 
and careful about our parks. I pick up garbage and dog poo--that is  not from 
my own dog. I am much more aware of our resources. 
 
When we visit our friends with dogs in the suburbs, we consistently have  
been struck by how asocial their dogs are--even somewhat aggressive towards our  
dog. This is because these dogs don't see other dogs--and they are not as  
exercised as our dogs here are either. They just go outside and do their  
business and come right back in.
 
Please take all this into consideration and DO NOT ELIMINATE THE OFF-LEASH  
OPTION.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan and Robert Lewin
336 West End Avenue, apt. 14A
New York, NY 10023
 
 



From: "Gosia Pawluszko" <gpawluszko@dcas.nyc.gov>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:15 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Jeffrey Lee" <jeffrey.t.lee@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 10:06 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My request is simple:  please make sure that the off-leash hours
policy remains in place!   This is a valuable resource for our dogs
and residents of New York City, and it must remain in place.

Thanks,

Jeffrey Lee



From: <Jennbell8@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Pamela.K.Parrish@chase.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in 
NYC each year.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

-----------------------------------------
This transmission may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, legally privileged, and/or exempt from disclosure
under applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or
use of the information contained herein (including any reliance
thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  Although this transmission and
any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other
defect that might affect any computer system into which it is
received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to
ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is accepted by
JPMorgan Chase & Co., its subsidiaries and affiliates, as
applicable, for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.
If you received this transmission in error, please immediately
contact the sender and destroy the material in its entirety,
whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you.



From: "Martin, Thomas" <tmartin@gramercyparkhotel.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "carole hughes" <carolenotmozart@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As an owner of two dogs in NYC, I respectfully request that you consider the
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  Also dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations.
If we as a City are to become a NO-KILL City we must support programs that
enable happy, socialized, exercised pets!  Please amend Section 161.05 of
the Health Code.

Thank you.
-- 
Carole Lee Hughes
cell 917-502-0347



From: carol Weiss <beachbuckeyes@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  9:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; 
   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

PLEASE MAKE SURE WE KEEP THE UNLEASHED HOURS IN THE CITY'S PARKS!!!!!



From: <ymmilone@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  8:52 AM
Subject: RE:LEASH LAWS

 i firmly agree that the leash laws continue, as they have been for years, (9:00 pm- 9:00 am).
as a former animal control officer for the city of new york, i saw no problems in allowing dogs to run freely 
within the city parks. ( as long as they were non- aggressive, licensed and closely monitored by their 
owners)
in a time when there is such a lack of  fenced-in dog runs citywide, it only makes sense to allow them to 
continue excersize
when i encountered leashlaw violators it was usually on city streets and when enforcing the leashlaw rule, 
i was overwhelmed by the publics response for enforcing a rule that they felt they had no other option but 
to break. frequently i was told "well where else should i let him run?"
so i ask this question-- do we want to have dogs running loose on city streets, where they and the public 
risk being injured? or do we do what make perfect sense and allow them to continue to run within the city 
parks?
i vote yes on keeping them and the public safe by keeping the parks open to them during off hours.
thank you for your time
yvonne milone
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: jessica jensen <jjensen@pinknoise.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:56 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

jessica jensen  WRITER
NYC, NY  10023
616/ 648-3847
www.jessicajensen.net
jessica@jessicajensen.net
_______________________



From: Bette Druck <mandoflute@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  7:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaCcinated.

--Bette Druck

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "ivy yoon" <ivyyoon@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006  1:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.



From: <MsThimble@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 20, 2006 12:32 AM
Subject: save the off leash policy

 
Dear Members of the Health Department,
 
Please preserve the Off- Leash Policy for pet dogs in NYC.  
 
  --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  public 
health policy;  
 
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized  
dogs;  --
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;   --
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  
community;  -
 
-Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
 
 --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the  off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  areas of 
City parks;   
 
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
 
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Many thanks,
 
Gail Gondek & Fog

 

The Nose  knows.

XO Gail & Fog



From: Adam Spence <adam_spence@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I’m an owner of a large, fun-loving, and very gentle
English Setter.  I live on Riverside Drive at 115th
Street and have taken my dog into Riverside Park every
morning for the last 5+ years.  His running off-leash
in the park is good for him and good for me.  Please
ensure that the current policy of allowing dogs off
leash can continue.

Thank you for your attention.

Adam M. Spence

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <Carolix8@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Carola Polakov



From: Nancy Torres <ntorres26@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:32 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code
 
Thank You,
 
Jose A. Torres
18-18 21st Drive, Astoria, NY 11105
718-932-9533
 



From: <NTorres@nyse.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Thank You,

Nancy Torres
20-21 42nd St, Astoria, NY 11105
347-731-8626

*****************************************************************************

Note:  The information contained in this message and any attachment to it is privileged, confidential and 
protected from disclosure.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or 
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the message, and please 
delete it  from your system. Thank you.  NYSE Group.



From: Jihan Kim <nestbrooklyn@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:28 AM
Subject: NYC's reputation is at stake!!! Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code!

Thank you so much for your past 20 year support of the off-leash policy. Your committment to helping 
improve the quality of life for people who love animals here in the greatest of the world's cities has also 
encouraged people to help save and resocialize thousands of abandoned dogs every year. Humans and 
canines have created and sustained a symbiotic relationship for literally millenia. Simply put: where there 
is humanity there are dogs. 

What would it mean for the capital of the world to restrict and compromise this thousands-of-years-old, 
natural and necessary aspect of human civilization? Nothing less than a statement of revocation of the 
belief that NYC represents the mirror, paradigm of civilization itself. A strong statement to New Yorkers, 
prospective New Yorkers, this country and the world that we relenquish our leadership for humanity.

I urge you to please amend the policy to keep the off-leash hours in effect for another 20 years of 
success and human progress!

Best Wishes,

-jihan kim

n   e   s   t

email: nestbrooklyn@yahoo.com

phone/fax: 718.965.3491

396A 7th Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: Peter Howe <peterhowe1@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:25 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Please save our off-leash laws. This is particularly important for  
Central Park, which is the area where I exercise my dog, because  
there are no dog runs available to us at all. I could understand  
reversing these laws if there had been a flurry of dog attacks or  
similar incidents in the last twenty years, but as far as I'm aware  
these are so infrequent that it would make more sense to ban people  
from the park, who on a statistical basis are far more dangerous than  
the dogs that run there. In fact the off-leash laws make the park  
safer, because they encourage dog owners to use the park in off-peak  
hours. It seems undemocratic that a small group of people in one  
borough should impact the lives of a large group of people in all  
five. I hope that you will be able to help us on this.

Many thanks

Peter Howe
50 East 89th Street
Apartment 23B
New York, NY 10128

Phone: (212) 996-6258
Mobile: (917) 251-7303
Fax: (212) 996-6259



From: Grace Chan <a_elliot_2000@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:23 AM
Subject: Off-leash Hours Support

I have been a resident of New York City for close to 10 years now (I grew up in New Jersey).  I have two 
dogs, and I write to support official off-leash hours every day from 9pm to 9am in all NYC Parks.  
Off-leash exercise is important for the well-being of dogs, and, as I understand it, having dogs along with 
their owners in the parks during those hours generally makes the parks safer for all.  
   
  I understand that there are certain owners who abuse privileges and allow untrained dogs off-leash, so I 
also support heavy fines for those owners and restrictions on their use of the parks, for the safety of all.
   
  Thank you for your hard work on behalf of the dogs.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   
   
  
Click to join NYCWhippets

 
---------------------------------
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls.  Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



From: "Eugene Trimboli" <etrimboli@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:22 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

NYC Health Board,

As a responsible dog owner I would like to write to express a few points in 
favor of the 20 year off-leash dog policy in NYC's parks.

- I have only seen and continue to see dog owners who take accountability 
and closely supervise their dog's behavior during these hours

- By allowing the dogs this free time they have become socialized and in no 
way present a threat to others in the park. Each morning I bring my dog to 
central park - the dogs play together amidst dozens of New Yorkers on their 
way to work or elsewhere. I have never seen a threatening or even a remotely 
dangerous situation arise

- I also cannot begin to explain the positive mental health aspect of 
gathering in the park and just socializing with others before a work day.  I 
have met so many good people that i've become friends with, that I otherwise 
would have never come in contact with, had it not been for this off leash 
policy. This is also my only means of physical exercise too. I do not live 
that close to the park and my wife and I look forward to walking or running  
our dog to and in the park.  Banning this policy would eliminate all of that 
and I cannot see how that would promote the quality of life in this great 
city.

- Dogs also need some time to run through the grass, wrestle with other 
dogs, chase each other, fetch toys and take part in any other outdoor 
activity to maintain good mental and physical health. They would be left to 
sitting in an apartment all day long then being restricted to a walk on a 
sidewalk and back to an apartment. A tremendous part of the reason New York 
City dogs are so friendly and socialized is because of this policy.

- The off leash policy also provides an incentive for people in the city to 
adopt a dog from the shelters here. This is invaluable when considering how 
many pets need new homes. Taking this policy away would in essence equate to 
the euthanizing of even more animals in our shelters.

These are just a few of the points I would like to share with your board. I 
hope I have helped you to realize that New York City dog owners are more 
responsible than this frivilous lawsuit is making us out to be. If there 
have been isolated incidents, I am sorry to hear that, but perhaps they 
should be dealt with individuallly.

Why should a large group of people and their dogs be punished for the 
actions of a very small few?

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. I have faith your 
board will ultimately make the correct decision.

Sincerly,

Eugene A. Trimboli



From: Jane Rendall <rendalj@mail.rockefeller.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I strongly support the preservation, and strengthening, of the New  
York parks off-leash policy for dogs and support the proposed  
amendment to the Health Code.

The facility for exercising dogs off-leash, within the time limits  
that I understand have operated for 20 years, contributes to the well- 
being of dogs (socializing, and exercizing) and of owners.  It  
promotes a sense of community in a city that is strongly dog-focused.

I have had personal experience of using dog runs to exercise my dog  
and I do not like these facilities and use them only when I am not  
able to get to the park early in the morning.   In any event, there  
are not enough of these in the city and if the off-leash city park  
rules were abandoned the runs would become over-congested and  
contribute to the already prevalent problem of aggression among the  
larger dogs (not properly controlled by their owners) using dog runs.

The time restrictions of the off-leash policy are fair and are  
followed by responsible dog owners.  They facilitate the use of the  
park by all sectors of the population - enabling people who prefer  
dogs to be leashed to use the park without anxiety during the  
majority of the daytime.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  I would  
have no objection to being asked to provide evidence of my dog's  
vaccination when allowing her to run off-leash in the park, and I  
believe this is a reasonable requirement.

Jane Rendall, New York City resident



From: "Goldstein Gina" <Goldstein.Gina@bcg.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

This is in support of the off-leash hours policy in NYC parks. In the 10
years that I have been bringing my dogs to Prospect Park, I have never
once witnessed a dog-related incident due to the off-leash policy. As to
any health risks, I've always been impressed by how seriously dog owners
take their responsibility to clean up after their dogs, and I believe
they actually contribute to a cleaner and safer park, since they
contribute trash receptacles and are in the park during late evening and
early-morning hours. Moreover, the off-leash policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the city, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised. It's a great compromise for dog owners
and non-dog owners who use parks, since it's only during certain hours
and in certain designated locations.  

Thank you.

Gina Goldstein
Park Slope, Brooklyn

This e-mail message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not an addressee 
or otherwise authorized to receive this message, you should not use, copy, disclose or take any action 
based on this e-mail or any information contained in the message. If you have received this material in 
error, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message. 
Thank you. 



From: Frederick Schultz <fred@frederickschultz.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:17 AM
Subject: Leash Policy

I wish to register my strong support of the existing leash policy in  
which we the dog owners are permitted to walk our dogs off-leash  
during designated hours and in designated areas.

We are the strongest supporters and protectors of our public parks.  
We help to keep them clean, patrolled, and safe. The enormous  
increase in park use during early morning and late evening is a  
direct result of the increased personal safety afforded by our  
presence. NYC dogs are happy and healthy because they are permitted  
to release their physical energy through running, energy that  
otherwise would naturally find an outlet in aggression and other  
unsociable behavior. 



From: Robert Beck <robert.beck29@verizon.net>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:09 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern:

As a responsible dog owner, I am writing in support of the Off-Leash 
parks policy.

Here are only a few reasons why I am in favor of maintaining the policy:
- The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven and successful public 
health policy;
- NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the offleash hours policy, as it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;
- Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;
- The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;
- Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours, and only in 
certain designated locations;
- The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

I appreciate your actions on my behalf.

Sincerely,
Robert Beck



From: "Dixon, Michael" <mdixon@AkinGump.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:07 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy and Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth  Code!

Gentlemen & Ladies:

I write as a registered New York voter and a taxpayer, as well as a
responsible dog owner, to urge you to continue the off-leash recreation
policy for dogs in New York City parks.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs.

Dog owners (like me) in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  This policy
saves lives!

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for tax-paying dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendment promotes responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration.

Michael Dixon
427 E. 73rd St., Apt. 1B
New York, NY 10021

____________________________________
IRS Circular 230 Notice Requirement: This communication is not given in the form of a covered opinion, 
within the meaning of Circular 230 issued by the United States Secretary of the Treasury. Thus, we are 
required to inform you that you cannot rely upon any tax advice contained in this communication for the 
purpose of avoiding United States federal tax penalties. In addition, any tax advice contained in this 
communication may not be used to promote, market or recommend a transaction to another party.    
 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of 



From: <KNICKSTHE1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:01 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exorcized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: nicky roe <nickyroe@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:00 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

My various rescued dogs and I, especially my 3-legged sweet heart named Ava,
would be grateful if you would continue to authorize the special 9am-9pm off
leash concession which we have all enjoyed for over 20 years.    It is
especially relaxing for us to be able to roam and sniff and chase and play
without feeling trapped by the leashes.     We are very clean and all waste
is cleaned up; we even clean up other messes left behind by both dogs, dog
owners and children and their parents.    Generally, I have found dog owners
to be fair-minded and sensitive to the needs of others although, of course,
there are exceptions and I have met inconsiderate people, with or without
dogs.   I try to understand them and excuse their selfishness.

I am fortunate to be retired and can take advantage of the off leash
concession any morning of the week; however, i am aware that many dog owners
have to get to work, and are unable to get to the parks on weekdays, so the
weekend mornings are all the more important for them and their pets, and the
ability to run free is wonderful and a great way for the animals to get out
their pent up energy.

Of course, we will respect any decision you reach since you have many
opinions to consider.

Best of luck in your decision-making process.

Thank you.



From: "Michael Freedman" <mfreedman@innovationsusa.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 11:00 AM
Subject: Off leash policy

I have lived in Manhattan for 15 years and find it crucial to let me dog
run free in the East River Park. I have never seen a problem with the
dogs only well adjusted animals with devoted owners who rise early to
exercise their pets. I think this is important for the socialization of
the dogs and works well to decompress the owners after the grueling day
in Manhattan. The time we spend in the park is what keeps me and my dog
sane in the city.

What I find more problematic and a bigger health risk is the typical
park goers who picnics and do not use the rubbish bins. Also, the
squatters who use the open fields the relive themselves.

Sincerely,

Michael Freedman



From: Caroline Holl <caroline.holl@db.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:56 AM
Subject: Keep Off Leash Hours

Please note that I am very supportive of keeping the current off leash 
hours.  Thank you.

--
This e-mail may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient (or 
have received this e-mail in error) please notify the sender immediately and destroy this e-mail. Any 
unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the material in this e-mail is strictly forbidden. 



From: "David Bario" <dbario@usa.asahi.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:53 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

To whom it may concern, 

As a NYC resident and dog owner, I depend on the ability to walk with my dog off-leash in Riverside Park 
in the early mornings.  The community of dog owners in Riverside (between 100th and 120th st) are 
considerate residents, and our dogs are well-behaved.  Off-leash exercise keeps our dogs healthy and 
calm, which means fewer neurotic dogs barking at each other on leashes and disturbing neighbors.  
Having dogs run free in the park for a short time each day also contributes to a relaxed atmosphere in the 
park and the community.  Putting new restrictions on dog owners could sour their relationship with park 
police and other staff.  Dogs and owners who abuse off-leash hours or who are out of control should be 
penalized, but please don't penalize the entire community by curbing the freedoms we enjoy now.  

Thank you very much.

David Bario
526 W 113th st
NY, NY 10025



From: "Brown, Carol" <brownc@AkinGump.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please do not change the off leash policy in NYC.

I am a dog owner and native New Yorker.  

 --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Best regards,
Carol Brown

____________________________________
IRS Circular 230 Notice Requirement: This communication is not given in the form of a covered opinion, 
within the meaning of Circular 230 issued by the United States Secretary of the Treasury. Thus, we are 
required to inform you that you cannot rely upon any tax advice contained in this communication for the 
purpose of avoiding United States federal tax penalties. In addition, any tax advice contained in this 
communication may not be used to promote, market or recommend a transaction to another party.    
 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of 
the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us 
immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.



From: "Annette Lellis" <alellis@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

 

Please accept this appeal for your support to continue NYC Parks Off-Leash
hours (9pm - 9am), which are currently endangered by a bitter and embattled
lawsuit.

 

As a long-time dog owner, I can attest to just how valuable off-leach time
is to our canine companions.  They, just like us, suffer from cabin-fever,
spring-fever and bursts of boundless energy and have needs for exercise,
playtime and socialization that have to be met.  Anyone who knows me will
tell you that my long-time motto is "discipline via exhaustion", one I'm
sure many parents of young children would agree with.  The principal behind
this is that if you wipe yourself out playing, you'll be tired and content
all night.

 

More importantly, a well-socialized dog is a happier dog, both with humans
and other dogs, which makes for a better way of life - for everyone.  Dog
owners are out at all hours of the day and night, providing an almost
community-watch type of vigilance; we help introduce children to animals
their families may not otherwise expose them to; we promote responsible
dog-ownership by spaying, neutering, vaccinating and licensing; we provide
comic relief when our dogs are playfully silly, and we inspire awe when our
dogs are adept at catching Frisbees and running like the wind.  

 

Please.  Please help us keep our best friends happy, healthy and well
socialized by allowing off-leash hours to continue.  

 

With sincere thanks for your anticipated support,

Annette M. Lellis, Brooklyn Heights

In memory of: Cincy, Lucky, Bailey and Kahlúa

In honor of: Kayliah and all her friends



From: <Sherryrams@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:48 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I moved to NYC in 1980 and have always loved the fact that we allow  
everyone, even dog owners the opportunity to enjoy the parks.  The 20-year  off leash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy. NYC  is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off  leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.   Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they  are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.   Further, the 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog owners 
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  of 
community;  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages  people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  Since there are 
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy  enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners  and non dog-owners who 
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  and again when parks 
open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations.  The proposed Board 
of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership and I hope we can 
keep it that way.  Thank you for your attention  to this matter.  
 
Sherry Ramsey, Esq.
253 W. 73rd Street
Apt. 1D
NY, NY 10023
 



From: "Monica J. Emerson" <memerson1@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:47 AM
Subject: Off Leash Ruling

Hello,
 
My name is Monica Emerson, I have been a NYC resident and real estate
owner for six years.  I have a 2 ½ year old dog, Cinco, who gets walked
every day to Central Park.  We live a 55th and 2nd Avenue.  We make a
couple stops along the way, The Four Seasons where the doorman know and
love Cinco and he gets a treat and a happy pat on the head every day.
We have made many dog friends and “owner” friends over the last 2 years.
Cinco is a very active and happy dog who plays Frisbee and chases a
ball.  We have seen many, many people, young, old, New Yorkers and
visitors enjoy watching him and joining in with the activities.  He has
brought a smile to many faces.
 
We also spend at least an hour to two hours in the morning during the
off leash hours, this has given us the opportunity to know our city
better and assist in keeping it alive in the true sense of the word. We
often take advantage of the outside eating section at the Boat House
restaurant, as do many dog owners, which also enriches and shows the
human side of New York City to many out of town visitors.  I find that
many people don’t even know of the off leash opportunity.  
 
This is a gorgeous part of our hectic day in NYC, rain, shine, snow, or
wind, we are there every day and it keeps us connected to many of the
wonderful things in our city.  The walk from 2nd Avenue to CP allows us
to see the many changes, vendors, store owners, etc. that would be
missing from our lives and their livelihoods should we not have the off
leash opportunity any longer.
 
In either case, dogs are going to do what dogs have to do on or off
leash, in or out of the park.  Changing the off leash law will not have
a big impact on mother nature.  It will, however, have a big impact on
the quality of life of hundreds, if not, thousands of New York City
residents.
 
Sincerely,
Monica J. Emerson
 
 
Monica J. Emerson
Arbonne Independent Consultant
Executive Area Manager #15417045
Is this opportunity for you?
 <https://www.arbonne.com/company/opportunity_flash.asp>
https://www.arbonne.com/company/opportunity_flash.asp
 
We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.

-Winston Churchill 
 
 



From: "Liz K." <ejk2003@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:47 AM
Subject: Off-leash policy

Dear Sir/Madam:
 
I an a longtime resident of NYC and recently rescued a dog 2 years ago.  Since then, I have been a 
frequent user of the city parks on behalf of my dog and have contributed and am a member of the CP 
Conservancy.  Living in an urban environment is difficult and the park serves as my backyard... literally.  I 
am respectful of the 9-9 policy and without it, my dog would become fitful.  He LOVES the park.  I don't 
know what we would do w/o the privilege of having the off-leash policy.  I'm aware that it is a HUGE 
privilege w/o which the city would be overrun w/ frustrated owners and their unruly, overly-aggressive 
dogs.
 
The off-leash policy keeps us sane.  Please don't take that away.  Thank you.
_________________________________________________________________
Search from any Web page with powerful protection. Get the FREE Windows Live Toolbar Today!
http://get.live.com/toolbar/overview



From: "Nancy Tsuei" <nancy.tsuei@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom this may concern -

NYC dog owners are very concerned with the fact that the off-leash policy
will potentially be discontinued in city parks.  As a dog owner, I cannot
stress how important it is to the lives of the dogs and owners to have this
amenity in our life.  I firmly believe that this off-leash policy increases
the livelihood of the dogs life as well as improves the culture of the
neighborhood parks.

Please take into consideration our plea to keep the off-leash policy.

All the best,
Nancy Tsuei

-- 
Nancy H. Tsuei
MBA 2006
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
ntsuei@sloan.mit.edu
cel: 914-882-4886



From: "Leslie Shipman" <lshipman@nationalbook.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Board Members:

Thank you all for your serious consideration of the Off-hours leash policy and how it affects all New 
Yorkers, dog owners and non-dog owners alike. The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. Owners in NYC Parks have 
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and 
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

Please save the off-leash hours!

Sincerely,
Leslie Shipman
Brooklyn, NY



From: <ciruj@aim.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 19, 2006 10:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the HealthCode

  
To: the NYC Health Board 
This email is to record my support  of why the 20-year Off-leash Hours policy has been a public health 
success. 
 --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily baisis and year round…. We make the park safer by our constant presence an use of 
it, in addition we fosters a sense of community; Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping 
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours
--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy wilr NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  (I don’t see cars being banned after each car accident sin the city);
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
 --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;  
 -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations; 
 --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.
Best regards
Juan Oilvera-Silvera
________________________________________________________________________
Check Out the new free AIM(R) Mail -- 2 GB of storage and industry-leading spam and email virus 
protection.



From: <Bettesaltzman@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 10:47 AM
Subject: we support offleash:  amend sec 161.05 of the health code

to whom it may concern,

as an owner of a dog for several years, i know that my dog and MYSELF look 
forward to the times the pets are permitted off leash.   it allows for the dogs 
to socialize and most important to be exercised.   as living in nyc is gerally 
of a confined nature, not only humans but pets need their exercise.   all the 
pets seem to enjoy their free time and as owners we are very concious of the 
times the dogs are permitted off the leashes.   we are dilligent at ALL times 
in picking up after the dogs.

pls. consider leaving things as they are for everyone's mental and physical 
health!
bette saltzman
262 central park west
NYC 10024



From: Brian McMullen <brianmcmullen@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 10:30 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To whom it may concern:I'm a 27 year-old married man, and I love to spend time in Prospect Park with 
my wife when we're not busy working full-time jobs to make ends meet.In 2004, when we learned about 
the off-leash hours in Prospect Park, my wife and I decided to go to the ASPCA to rescue a dog. We love 
our dog Mo, and she loves to run!The off-leash time in Prospect Park is a simple gift that makes our 
everyday lives better, and I am very thankful for it. I'd hate to see the off-leash time go away, and I am 
acquainted with many older folks (some of whom are too tired to write emails like this) who feel the same 
way.Please know that that the off-leash hours in Prospect Park serve to make life significantly better for 
countless Brooklyn residents of all ages, creeds, and economic backgrounds. I have met many new 
friends in the park, and off-leash hours have played a significant role in the formation of these 
friendships.Sincerely,Brian McMullen56 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn



From: John Sladek <jdsphyny@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:32 AM
Subject: Ms. Rena Bryant/Re: off leash policy

Dear Ms. Bryant,
   
  I was shocked and disappointed to hear that you are proposing to amend the off leash policy in nyc 
parks.  I do not understand why NYC and the board of health has such a disdain for dogs.  I find it 
increasingly difficult just to walk my dog in some areas of the city with the blatant disregard for these 
animals which provide us with such great companionship and loyalty in a city that can sometimes be 
overwhelming.  When it comes to health matters, it has been proven that dogs are therapuetic and can 
actually increase our lifespan and health.  
   
  Just the other day I was walking my dog(on leash) and was told by three seperate individuals while 
walking on the westside pier that my dog was not allowed in an area.  I was simply walking past one area 
by the intrepid when a guard came storming out of his post and told me I could not have my dog.  There 
was no sign stating "no dogs" and there wasn't even grass nearby.  Our pets require exercise just as we 
do and if they do not have an area to run, they suffer.  Central Park, with all of it's benefits, does not even 
have a dog run, which I find completely unbelievable.  Having the time when the dogs off the leash is the 
only chance the dogs living in that area have to exercise.  It is before and after most people are enjoying 
the park anyway. 
   
  I hope you will reconsider your proposal.  NYC dogs owners and their dogs should be given the same 
rights to enjoy the park as everyone else.  You can't make a new policy because there have been a few 
instances of problems. Most of us are responsible and respect the health and well being of all in the park, 
and keep a close eye on our pets.  If for one second I felt my dog could not be trusted off the leash, I 
would surely not allow it.  
   
  Thank you for your time, and I hope you will do the right thing in the end to allow us this one little benefit, 
as it is increasingly difficult to allow our pets to have a good quality of life as well in a city that seems to be 
posting up "NO DOGS ALLOWED" signs everywhere!
   
  Kind Regards,
   
  John Sladek
  330 W 15th St 
  NY,NY10011 

 
---------------------------------
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From: Lori Douglas <lkd@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:54 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To whom it may concern,

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy.  Due to this policy, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents because the policy fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs.

Because they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours, dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer.
In addition, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis which
fosters a sense of community and encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Because the city requires that all dogs be spayed or neutered, vaccinated,
and licensed, allowing dogs to use public spaces by maintaining the
off-leash hours will promote continued responsible dog ownership.

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the city, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
city parks.  Because the off-leash hours are only from 9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am and only in certain designated locations,
the off-leash policy has proven a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners to enjoy the parks harmoniously and successfully.

I support the proposed amendment to the citywide off-leash laws.

Sincerely,

Lori Douglas



From: Ethan Devine <ethandevine@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:55 AM
Subject: In Support of Ammendments to Section 165

Dear Secretary Bryant,
 
I am writing in support of off leash hours for dogs in NYC parks, particularly in Prospect Park where I take 
my dog each morning.  My wife and I moved to our neighborhood specifically because we wanted to bring 
our dog off leash to the park, and it has increased our quality of life even more than we could have 
imagined.  When we first got him as a puppy, we lived on 27th and 6th in Manhattan, and both he and we 
dreaded walks on the busy sidewalks.  True, there was a dog run, but it was small, confined, and often 
muddy.  We seriously considered moving out of the city altogether until we discovered that we could go to 
Prospect Park each morning.  It is a tremendous boon to our physical and mental health to be able to 
walk off leash with our dog in the park.  The off leash hours create a community of dog-owners in the park 
at the same time and allow our dogs to socialize with each other and onlookers.  I would like to offer a 
few points in favor of the off leash hours:
 
NYC dogs are some of the friendliest and best adjusted around precisely because they get so much 
socialization during off leash. 
There are numerous studies showing the health benefits of pet ownership, but to name just a couple:
A study conducted at City Hospital in New York found that the presence of a pet affected survival rate 
even more than having a spouse or friends.
A study of more than 5,400 people conducted by Australia's Baker Medical Research Institute found that 
pet owners had not only lower blood pressure, but also lower levels of blood cholesterol and triglycerides 
in comparison to the non-pet owners.
A study of AIDS patients conducted by UCLA, in 1999 found that pets provide a level of companionship 
that helped the patients cope with the stress of their illness. The study looked at more than 1,800 patients 
and found that those who did not have a pet were more than twice as likely to report symptoms of 
depression.
Off leash hours allow dog owners to enjoy their pets and the benefits above.
The off leash hours allow NYC dog owners to get the physical activity that helps contribute to the effect 
noted above of lower blood pressure among dog owners.
Off leash hours foster a greater appreciation for our parks and attract numerous volunteer efforts among 
pet owners to keep the parks clean and safe.
Off leash hours provide a specific time that the elderly and others can come to interact with dogs as many 
from the care facilities near my home do.
Walking my dog off leash through Prospect Park is one of my greatest joys, and it makes it possible for 
me to deal with the stresses of living in this city.  Off leash hours are so important to my quality of life in 
New York that I can quite honestly say that my wife and I would move out of the city entirely if the hours 
we revoked.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Ethan Devine



From: "Michael Gross" <mgross@mgross.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 10:18 AM
Subject: dogs/central park

I am in favor of dogs being allowed off-leash from 9 PM to 9 AM.  Thank you.  Michael Gross 180 West 
58th St. NYC 10019



From: "Chris Redpath" <credpath@brightlinepartners.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to support the existing successful 20-year policy permitting
dogs off-leash during limited times and in designated areas in City parks
that do not have dog runs. While I am a dog owner, I don't currently use any
City parks with my dog, yet I understand the benefits of having off-leash
hours as well as the health risks that this policy may pose to the human
population. 

 

As I see it the off-leash hours policy is a net health benefit to NY City
inhabitants (the human ones!) for the following reasons:

-          the off-leash interaction that dogs experience helps them become
much more well adjusted & socialized so that they are a lower health risk
when they are out of the parks, on leash or off (less tendency to snap or go
after strangers etc.)

-          by limiting the off-leash hours from after 9pm to before 9am,
when human traffic in these specified parks is at a low point & by keeping
it to designated areas, contact with non-dog owners is minimized

-          having dog owners in parks during the off hours of the late
evening & early morning helps to keep the parks safe by providing additional
vigilant presence in parks when the risk of unsafe & unhealthy behavior is
more likely

-          the off-leash program encourages non-dog owners to adopt &
socialize abandoned dogs by exposing them to the enjoyment (both human &
canine) of dog ownership and lets them know there is somewhere outside of
their apartment that they can take their potential pooches, which provides a
health benefit by reducing the number of abandoned dogs that the City has to
handle

-          the off-leash program fosters a sense of community for dog
owners, helping NY City residents become happier and thus healthier
individuals; while admittedly this health benefit is indirect, it should not
be underestimated 

 

For these reasons it seems the health benefits of keeping the off-leash
hours policy in place far outweigh any health risks of eliminating it. 

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Yours truly,

Chris Redpath



From: "Cristen Kromm" <cs867@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 10:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

I have two Boston Terriers who have been enjoying the freedom of morning
walks in the city for several years.  Since there are not enough dog
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.
Thank you for considering saving the off-leash policy!

 

Sincerely,

A concerned dog owner

Cristen Scully Kromm



From: Courtney McBride <mcbridecourt@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash policy is hugely beneficial to dog owners especially since access to dog runs is often limited 
for certain dog owners. During the off-leash hours there are very few children or other people in the park. 
This is particularly true in the winter.  Dog owners typically congregate in specific areas so it is not as if 
dog are running all over the parks.  More importantly, the presence of dog owners in the early morning 
and evening hours keeps the parks safe.  I honestly believe that the crime rate in the parks will increase if 
the policy is revoked.  Dog owners have very few rights/privileges in the city and to revoke the most 
important privilege because of the complaints of a small number of people would be blatantly unfair.  
   
   
   

 
---------------------------------
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From: "Krista J" <kjambor@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:31 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Krista Jambor



From: <LShap38476@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Jennifer Herzog" <jherzog@barnard.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:35 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please help us in the fight to maintain our privilege of off-leash hours in
NYC parks.  Having lived in both the suburbs and in Manhattan, I can attest
to the fact that dogs in the city have a much better quality of life, due
directly to the opportunities for socialization during off-leash hours.
This socialization makes them much better canine citizens!  They also are
able to run and fetch and wrestle and play in a way that city dogs do not
get to do in most apartments (unlike large houses in the suburbs).  This
expending of energy is absolutely necessary to have a healthy and happy dog.

The most important and enjoyable part of the day for both me and my dog is
in the early mornings when my golden retriever and I go to Riverside Park
for her off-leash time.  There she socializes with other dogs (she is so
much more adjusted to other dogs than any dog I ever owned in the suburbs)
and expends much needed energy while playing fetch with her tennis ball
(otherwise she'd be bouncing off the walls in my apartment).  There isn't
really space for her to exercise in this manner inside the dog runs.  The
community of dog owners also benefits from these off-leash hours, as we also
get to socialize with each other!  We look out for one another and for each
other's dogs in times of need.  

Here are some other points:

* The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy.
* NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs.
* Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours.
* The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which
fosters a sense of community.
* Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year
* Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks
* The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations
* The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration,
Jen and Amber (Jen's dog)

Jennifer L. Herzog



Dean of Pre-College Program Students
Area Director, Residential Life & Housing Barnard College
3009 Broadway
New York, NY 10027
(212) 854-7484



From: <CMCommunic@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Secretary Bryant,

I am writing to you to express my support for the Off-Leash Policy and the 
amendment to section 161.05 of the Health Code. I have been a New York dog owner 
for more than 30 years and feel strongly that dog owners in Manhattan's 
Central Park (my neighborhood park) have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration, Mary Weinstein
333 E. 69th St., New York, NY 10021



From: valerie opielski <valvoline@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Valerie Opielski



From: Mark Jensen <mark.jensen@alchemyny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:44 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please don't change the current law...  Reward responsibility.

Mark Jensen



From: lori samsel <samselthedamsel@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:59 AM

Dear nyc.gov

The only way to keep my dogs from being too aggresive
due to cabin fever is to let them run around the
parks.  They learn to intereact with people off the
leash and  are very well behaved sue to being
socialized and trained. Part of the training is to let
them fun free like a healthy dog should.

Sincerly,
Lori Samsel

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Dan Kriesant" <dankriesant@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 12:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off leash hours policy is a *proven and successful public
health policy*;  -- According to the statistic I could find regarding NYC
it's currently enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs. I can speak personally for taking my large mix bread
Labrador and Something Big (she is 100 lbs and right at weight says the vet)
and she would be lost without the ability to run freely at several parks
across the 5 boroughs One of her favorites is located in Brooklyn along an
entrance ramp and is a formal dog park where she can run and chase the
tennis ball that I hit with a tennis racket; truly impossible to do on a
leash. I know after living in Bushwick Brooklyn where there are a high
concentration of pit bulls and more aggressive owners that what is needed
education and stricter animal cruelty laws and more law enforcement to id
troubled dogs. In the past 5 years living near Maria Hernandez Park (Corner
of Knickbocker and Heart in Brooklyn) I have seen a transition to "more
friendly" dogs being present in the park and a great response for the local
children. I know my dog has her own fan club that comes to throw sticks,
balls, and more of all they come to get her undivided love. Total and
unconditional love which many of these children don't even get in their
house and though we may only play with them for a short time the time they
have is so very precious to them that if we do not get to the park for a
couple days we are bombarded with questions like "where have you?" and, "Is
your dog OK?"  -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, *as all City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated*. This would give the law enforcement an easy ticketable offence
for park users that have not followed the simple procedures that hundred of
thousands
With love and compassion for all four legged creatures

Daniel J Kriesant
142 Stockholm st Apt 201
Brooklyn NY 11221



From: Jason Chin <jasdchin98@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:03 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

To Whom It May Concern,

I writing to you today because ive recently been advised of the strong possibility of the revision of the 
current After Hours Off Leash policy.  For all responsible dog owners i feel the need to express my 
disappointment and do hope that you would reconsider. i see no harm to let our pets get some excersise 
during the evening hr when the park is least occupied.  as long as we all clean up after our pets and do 
our job we'll be fine. im sure you can empathize with us also...we need a place where they can run.  the 
dog parks are great but they surely dont provide them with enough space to run freely.   

please reconsider and hope to hear a favorable reply.  

truly, 
loving pet owner



From: <ClubLVI@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 12:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Kim, Tiffany" <Tiffany.Kim@atmospherebbdo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  1:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

This message and any attachments contain information, which may be confidential or privileged.  If you 
are not the intended recipient, please refrain from any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this 
information.  Please be aware that such actions are prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in 
error, kindly notify us by e-mail to helpdesk@bbdo.com. We appreciate your cooperation.



From: "Allen, Matthew (IT)" <M.Allen@morganstanley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  1:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am not a dog owner, but living 1/2 block from Prospect Park, I am well
aware of the off-leash hours.  It is a good thing on so many levels -
getting people into the parks at these off hours, giving dogs some
"romp" time instead of keeping them tied up all the time, providing a
good place for people to meet one another.

There is no reason to eliminate leash-free times.  

Yours,

-matthew allen
--------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE: If received in error, please destroy and notify sender. Sender does not intend to waive 
confidentiality or privilege. Use of this email is prohibited when received in error.



From: <Kespringhorn@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  2:05 PM
Subject: "Off-Leash" Hour in New York City Parks

October 25, 2006
 
To:    NYC Health Department
 
Re:    Leash Laws 
 
This e-mail is IN FAVOR of continuing "Off-Leash" hours in NYC  Parks.
 
I would ask the experts to go to our NYC parks during "Off-Leash"  hours and 
hear the laughter and count the smiles: the smiles of  all the owners as they 
play with the dogs, and especially the non-owners,  many elderly and alone, 
who take great enjoyment sitting on the  park benches and watching the amazing 
array of dogs, with their  incredibly distinct personalities, play so happily 
together without regard  to race, religion, age, gender or lifestyle. It is the 
best of "Animal Planet",  live, and a model for us all.
 
Regarding the "Public Health" aspects of the existing policy, I'm sure many  
others will submit the documented physical and mental health benefits of 
having  pets, and note that numerous programs exist to bring dogs to visit patients 
 in hospitals and nursing homes as therapy. Fresh air and exercise optimizes  
health and mood of everyone, dogs and the owners. Early morning,  off-leash 
playtime with their dogs in the park  gives owners a healthier, elevated mood, 
which they  bring to the rest of their day, benefiting co-workers' moods and  
overall productivity. In fact, we all benefit from having more  healthy, happy 
people in New York.
 
Finally, our parks are a miracle. We are indebted to the foresight and  
planning that gave us such gifts, and the ongoing support it takes to maintain  
them. The point was to enhance health and happiness of New Yorkers. Everyone  
should be encouraged to use them. But the dogs really do bring the parks to  
life. People smile for days recalling some of the canine antics they see  there. 
 
Kathleen Elizabeth Springhorn
Manhattan



From: "tom Wacker" <iwacker@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  3:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I support continuing the off-leash hours in New York City Parks.  Off-leash
hours are a good way to socialize and exercise dogs while promoting
community by bringing neighbors together.  I have met more of my neighbors
in the Park than anywhere else and often hear of community related events
and concerns during the off-leash time in the Park.  Parks are not botanical
museums - they are to be used and enjoyed by all the community.  I live
steps away from Prospect Park.  While I enjoy the off-leash hours, there are
many activities that occur in the Park, such as barbequing, concerts and
bike racing, which are real health and safety hazards.  Although they annoy
me, I recognize that this is a big diverse city and we must share are
resources and be considerate of the things that make other people happy,
even if they annoy us personally.  Off-leash hours are not terribly
intrusive and are very important to the people in New York who love dogs or
have dogs for safety reasons (when we were robbed two years ago, the NYPD
told me that a dog was my greatest protection).  Dogs are not a health
hazard;  dog owners are more considerate of the park than any other group
that uses it. 

I have always donated to the Prospect Park Alliance to help them offset the
public expense of maintaining Prospect Park.  I appreciate the work they
have done to rejuvenate the Park and for dog owners.  I will be extremely
disappointed if the off-leash hours are outlawed.  

Best regards, Isabel Wacker



Resolution Comments - Fw: In Favor Of Off-Leash Hours for DOGS 

  
 
-----Forwarded by Marlene Price/Downstate on 10/25/2006 03:15PM ----- 
 

To: resolutioncomments.@health.nyc.gov 
From: Marlene Price/Downstate 
Date: 10/25/2006 03:05PM 
Subject: Fw: In Favor Of Off-Leash Hours for DOGS 
 
Dr.Marlene Price, 54 yo internist wrote this  
-----Forwarded by Marlene Price/Downstate on 10/25/2006 03:05PM -----  
 

To: resolutioncomments.@health.nyc.gov  
From: Marlene Price/Downstate  
Date: 10/25/2006 03:04PM  
Subject: In Favor Of Off-Leash Hours for DOGS  
 
I am a disabled, depressed resident of Fort Greene, Brooklyn. I have lost many persons in my 
life, including all of my family, to premature and expected loss, and not too long ago, 
weathered permanent separation from my 5 y.o. foster child, who I had hoped to adopt.  
I have experienced great healing and inspiration as a new dog owner.  Two years ago,when I 
purchased my first athletic dog, a labradoodle, my foster daughter was imagined to grow up 
and run with this dog. However, followiing the separation, my lumbar stenosis worsened, and I 
became barely able to walk up to Prospect Park in  Brooklyn, NY. My dog met other dog 
owners, who were encouraging and watchful as she ran all over the great lawn most mornings. 
I felt that my limitations from spinal stenosis, with numbness and weakness as I walked, was 
addressed by having open running hours for my puppy, who is now 21/2.  Other dog owners 
shared plastic bags, and taught me the ropes of being a dog owner in these off-leash hours in 
Prospect Park, helped find hidden "poop", and in teaching me about dog discipline, sharing info 
on trainers, etc.  
Over the past two years, I have relocated to Fort Greene Brooklyn, purchased a "sister" dog for 
my first dog, and relied up the open grassy areas of the park to tire out very athletic dogs.   
By exercising vigorously, betwen 7-8a.m., my dogs are happy and less destructive in my home. 
I am NOT the only handicapped person with a dog. I know of elderly persons, who are able to 
"walk" their dog, by allowing free run, and of younger persons in motorized wheelchairs, who 
propel themselves and their trailing dog through the park. The "off-leash" setting allows these 
dogs to exercise much more than the dog runs I have visited in most areas of the city.   
I am not able to walk to the nearest dog run in Brooklyn, HTs, and without dog Off-leash hours, 
I could not care for my best and living companions, as I do now.  
I share this respectfully, given the difficulty of your decisions ahead, and as a physician, 
knowing the various health issues that might seem important.   
I believe that it is important for these animal companions of ours to have some of what we give 
to our children, in terms of space to run. Just as I nurtured my preschool aged foster child in 
the past, I want to continue to nurture my young, athletic dogs, with 2 hours of exercise.  
Over the 3 years, I have known many dog owners who participate in off leash hours. Only one 
was truly irresponsible. Her pit bull bit my labradoodle, for no good reason, out of the blue.  
This owner was chastised by all around, and encourage to muzzle her dog...I know of no other 

From:    Marlene Price <Marlene.Price@downstate.edu>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/25/2006 3:20 PM
Subject:   Fw: In Favor Of Off-Leash Hours for DOGS
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issues, but firm guidelines and rules could be issued to train those using off-leash hours in the 
etiquette.  
Help us preserve these hours!  
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From: <steven.dorazio@ubs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  3:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I agree with all of the below information and also just want to add that
this is critical for dog owners.  Owning a dog is a big responsibility
and having these off-leash hours is critical to your weekend so you get
your dog good exercise and it also tires them out so they rest so you
can do other things.
  

 --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Squantch@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  3:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to support strengthening protections for New York  City's  
off-leash hours for dog owners and their pets in appropriately  designated areas.  
For two decades, the off-leash hours policy has  contributed to healthy and 
safe New York neighborhoods and parks.  The  policy encourages better socialized 
and exorcized dogs and fosters a sense  of  community.  Moreover, the 
presence of dogs and their owners  contributes to safer parks as we are present 
during hours which are  less-utilized and perhaps more prone to illicit activity.  
 
In sum, off-leash hours are good for humans, dogs, and the neighborhoods we  
all call home - they are good for New York. 
 
Thanks very much for considering my comments.
Best regards,
Kimberly Jones
Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn
 



From: "Melissa Ritter" <mritter1@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  3:33 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH:AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Please, please, please.  Dogs that don't get proper exercise and 
socialization are actually MORE aggressive than those who do.  There are so 
many abandoned animals that need good homes--this will make folks less 
likely to adopt. Thank you very much. Melissa Ritter, 61 West 88th Street, 
NYC, 10024

_________________________________________________________________
Use your PC to make calls at very low rates 
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From: "Jaime Komitor" <jaime@komitor.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  3:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash policy. Dogs bring out the best in people. It gets
people off their couches and into the park.

Thank you.

Jaime



From: <MeowMixi@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Keep the off leash law policy  around
 
Patricia  McCabe



From: "Carrie Salter" <csalter@dsabuilders.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  4:03 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a dog, home and business owner in New York City, I know first hand
how important the off leash program is for both dog owners and their
dogs.

Letting dogs run off leash, is an important way for them to release
their energy, and playing with other dogs (and people) helps to be well
socialized. I've taken my dog to Riverside Park and Central Park before
6 am in the morning, and have met other dog owners doing the same. I'd
never be in a park that early (or late), if I didn't know that others
would be there walking their dogs...It also makes it a safer environment
for people walking to and from work, or exercising in the park in the
morning, since there are people and dogs in the park that can keep an
eye out for others.

I bring my dog to work each day, and I know the pleasure he gives not
only to me, but to my staff, clients and the people (including the
postman, UPS guy, people in wheelchairs, the elderly, and children, a
number of them with autism from the school across the street from my
office) we see every day on the way to work and his wagging tail and
kisses make it a closer knit community. 

Giving him a place to run free in the mornings and at the end of the day
or on the weekends is a very important to both him and me, and all the
dog owners in the city. When I visit other places with my dog, people
are always so amazed at how well behaved he is....and say how can you
keep a dog in the city? Having places where he can run off leash for a
while helps to make him and me healthier. From my experience City Dogs
are better socialized than Country Dogs...

Please help keep them this way, by keeping the OFF LEASH LAWS on the
books..

Thank you,

Carrie Salter

310 RSD #403

NY, NY 10025

 

*        The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy. 

*        NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs. 

*        Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early



morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands
of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.

*         Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. 

*        Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks. 

*        The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations. 

*        The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

 

 

 



From: <EWathome@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  4:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I'm writing in support of continuing the policy of allowing dogs offleash 
during limited times in city parks.   I have lived on Prospect Park West in 
Brooklyn for 17 years, and frequently use the park
for walking and biking during the offleash hours.   I don't even have a dog, 
but I value the "dog culture" that exists, among so many others, in our 
beautiful park.   I know how important it is to the many
dog owers in our neighborhood, and I see how carefully pet owners adhere to 
the policy.   The fact that I cannot think of a single incident of dog 
aggression in the area seems to back up the assertion that allowing dogs offleash at 
certain times minimizes the chance that they will vent their energies in less 
socially appropriate ways outside the park.

Elizabeth Werter
9 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn NY 11215



From: A AC <aconsilvio17@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  4:43 PM
Subject: Dogs off leash in city parks

To Whom It May Concern:
   
  I am strongly in favor of having city health codes changed to allow dogs off leash in city parks in 
designated places and approved times (9pm-9am).  This program has been benefical not only to dog 
owners, but to others who wish to enjoy city parks. 
   
  There are numerous benefits to this compromise, one of the most important being the opportunity for 
those thinking about adopting a pet to interact with dogs and their owners to ask questions and seek 
advice.  I've had several people approach me while taking my dog out in the morning to ask about places 
they can adopt, things to be aware of, how my dog has enjoyed apartment living, etc.
   
  Given the number of homeless animals in city shelters, this is a terrific way to encourage adoption and 
alleviate the overcrowding and euthenasia of animals.
   
  I sincerely hope the program continues and is made part of the city's health codes.
  
Sincerely,
  
Alex Consilvio

 
---------------------------------
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From: <sullyo150@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  5:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Health Board,

Please save the Off-Leash Policy. I take my dog every morning to the East 
River Park. This contributes to his well-being AND his being a good canine 
citizen. This law has been working for 20 years, why change it? All the 
studies show that the presence of dog owners has made parks safer at quiet 
times and dog bites/attacks are down. This law helps so many people directly 
and indirectly. Please do not change it. 

Thank you,
Margaret O'Sullivan



From: <CNaudon@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  5:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Keep off-leash policy!
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health  
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  incidents 
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  and 
exercized dogs.
We, the dog owners in NYC Parks, have contributed to keeping the parks  
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early  morning 
hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which  fosters a 
sense of community.
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and  
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations.
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,  
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
 
Carlos P.  Naudon
Chief Executive Officer
Banking Spectrum, Inc.
70 West 36th  Street
Suite 604
New York, NY 10018
212 819  1922



From: <Tempestal@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  5:46 PM
Subject: No Subject

To whom it may concern:
Please note that I support off leash laws for dogs.   Dogs need the exercise 
and will have nowhere to run if this priviledge is rescinded.
I remember the park before the current off leash priviledges were granted and 
it was not a happy place for animals.
If dogs owners are told that their animals are not allowed to run anywhere in 
the park, I predict that many will break the rules in parts of the parks that 
are more densely vegetated, presenting a problem for plantings.
This off leash is important for dogs and their owners. It is over by 9AM.    
Please let us keep this rule in effect.
Thank you,
Louise Fischer Cozzi  



From: "Viliani, Elizabeth" <elizabeth.viliani@luxurycollection.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  5:52 PM
Subject: Amend Article 161 of the new York City Health Code

Attn: Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
 
As an avid dog lover and dog owner for 20 years, I hope that the city
will officially confirm the off - leash courtesy.
 
New York City is full of stress -- dogs are the great equalizer --
allowing people of all walks of life to gather and simply enjoy the way
dogs celebrate life.  Their sense of joy is truly "of the moment" -- a
lesson we all learn every day.  Just seeing dogs enjoying their freedom
makes us New Yorkers better and more compassionate citizens.  Dog
walkers get up early and stay out late in the parks -- I believe this
enhances park security.
 
Please don't take this priviledge away from us and our dogs -- New York
City would be a sadder place if you did.
 
Respectfully,
 
Elizabeth Viliani
Global Account Director - Luxury Sales
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
650 Fifth Avenue - 13 floor
New York, NY  10019
Tel: 212-459-7534
Fax: 212-397-2450
email: elizabeth.viliani@starwoodhotels.com
St Regis| Luxury Collection|Le Meridien |Westin | W| Sheraton| Four
Points by Sheraton| aloft |element 

 

This electronic message transmission contains information from the Company that may be proprietary, 
confidential and/or privileged. 
The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity named above.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, be 
aware that any disclosure, copying or distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited.  
If you have received 
this electronic transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the address listed 
in the "From:" field. 



From: kimberly cull <kimloren@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  6:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off-leash policy in NYC.   So many of us living in  
this huge and overwhelming city really need the comfort and  
unconditional love that pets can bring.  I can't imagine being  
without my two dogs.  But their quality of life would be greatly  
diminished if they lost the privilege of being off-leash in the  
parks.   Please save our policy.  And please save the quality of life  
of our treasured pets.

Here are some additional points of interest...

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations; 
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kimberly Cull
304 Mulberry Street, #5H
New York, NY 10012



From: <LENNYVET@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  8:39 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Andrew Gaines <elfmanandrew@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:10 PM
Subject: leashes

Please keep the current leash law, it aint broke so it
doesn't need fixing.

Thanks.

__________________________________________________
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Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
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From: Brian Zapin <blzapin@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 11:39 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

To whom it may concern:
   
  I am writing to support my amending Sectio 161.05 of the health code in favor of letting dogs run off 
leash from 9am to 9pm.
   
  Letting dogs running off leash reinforce has an almost exclusively positive impact on the community. In 
a city known in a large way for its small spaces, dogs running off leashes is not only an extremely 
necessary part of every dogowners experience, it encourages a general communal atmoshpere that 
actually helps reduce crime despite the fact that there are actually less dog-biting incidents.
   
  Dogs running off leash has been such a vital part of every dog owners life for almost twenty years. It is 
good for the dogs and it is good for the neighborhood. And passing any amendment that changes that 
would only reinforce an already unneccessarily fearful view of dogs, isolating a large part of this city 
without good cause.
   
  Please amend section 161.05 of the health code to allow dogs offleash for from 9-9.
   
  Sincerely,
  Brian L. Zapin
  706 Amsterdam, Apt. 4RS
  New York, NY 10025

 
---------------------------------
Do you Yahoo!?
 Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: "Stacy Buck" <stacybethlane@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  4:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Susan Breen <susanbreen@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  4:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing as a 34 year resident of Park Slope, one who has raised 
children here, and had dogs with whom we enjoyed off-leash hours.  The 
privilege of off-leash times with our dogs has been a real benefit to 
living in this neighborhood.  Our dogs and those of others who enjoy 
the park with their pets are socialized, tend to be friendlier with 
other pets and people.  Furthermore, the responsible behavior of dog 
owners who enjoy the park is impressive - we police each other and 
always point out when dog poop needs to be picked up.  We respect and 
appreciate the offleash opportunity.

Also, as a real estate broker in this neighborhood for 32 years, I have 
met many newcomers who have stated that among other reasons that drew 
them to Park Slope, the offleash hours was an added benefit to them 
because it enhanced their experience with their pets and allowed them 
to meet others who had dogs in the park.

I strongly urge you to maintain the offleash hours policy - it promotes 
a more humane urban experience for people and pets!

Susan Breen



From: <barefootgirl@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  5:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I write to support the off-leash policy in the New York City Parks.  

Four years ago I got a Labrador Retriever, my first dog.  While my 
local dog run (Riverside Park @ 87th St.) was a great place to take 
him for puppy play, I found that he got the most (and best) exercise 
while on our early morning off-leash walks in Central Park.   I have 
always respected the 9-9 "courtesy hours" and thought they were a fair 
compromise between dog owners and other park users.   Over the last 
four years, I have never witnessed any problem between an off-leash 
dog and a person.  To the contrary, I have found that the off-leash 
dogs in the Park are extremely well behaved--probably because they are 
getting enough exercise and mental stimulation.   

Our Parks are safer than they have been in years, and I attribute that 
to a very large degree to the dog owners in the City.  We use the 
Parks on a daily basis, at all hours, in all locations.  As long as 
our dogs are licensed & vaccinated (and as long as their owners pick 
up after them) I think it is a fair compromise to let us have a few 
hours of off-leash time.  The Parks are safer for it. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I hope that you will support the 
off-leash policy in the Parks.

Sincerely,

Megan E. Mulvihill

327 West 89th St. 



From: "Kathleen Lungren" <KLungren@sandleroneill.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  5:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My dog loves New York City and its' parks.  She loves to be able to be
off-leash during the allotted hours.  She serves the city as a therapy
dog working with some of New York's elderly and sick children to bring
them happiness and love.  From 9 p.m. until the park closes, and then
again in the morning until 9 a.m. is a time in which she can enjoy the
park.  Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code.  New Yorkers and
their best friends (dogs) who help other New Yorkers thank you.

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender,
delete it and do not read, act upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or
redistribute it. Visit this URL for important additional terms relating to this
e-mail. http://www.sandleroneill.com/emaildisclaimer.html
_______________________________________________________________________________



From: Dan neely <wdneely@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  6:22 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Hello,
 
In anticipation of the hearing to discuss amending the health code to allow off-leash hours, we would like 
to express our support.
 
We are users of central park in the morning, because it is an excellent way to get accomplish the bulk of 
our dog's daily exercise needs. Just one hour of running, wrestling with the other dogs and chasing tennis 
balls tires her out and meets her daily needs. The days when she does not get this activity, such as when 
it rains, she is noticeably more difficult to control, loud, and generally boisterous. It is not possible to 
re-create her off leash exercise while on-leash, or at least not possible within my time constraints in the 
mornings and evenings.  
 
I am a regular viewer of 'The Dog Whisperer' show on TV, and it seems that 75% of the solutions to dog 
behavioral problems stem from a lack of exercise. What would we responsible New York dog owners do 
without off-leash privileges? Move to New Jersey, I guess.
 
Please amend the code to allow off-leash!
 
Thank you,
Dan Neely
121 W. 82nd St. #B
New York, NY 10024
_________________________________________________________________
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From: Leslie Lambert <leslie@finnius.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  7:44 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs. My experience with the no lash policy is 
both dogs and their owners enjoy a healthy lifestyle due to the freedom 
provided for both.  Plus the parks create a sense of community which 
fosters better care of the park. Which everyone may enjoy not
just dogs and their owners. Our way of contributing and say THANK YOU!

Leslie Lambert and her pup Finnius
  



From: "Susie Eley" <susie_eley@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  8:26 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep the 20-yr off leash hours policy. It is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since 
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized 
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,
Susan Eley
owner of Roxie the bouvier



From: Nikiz <ladyamber122000@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  8:55 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear members of the NYC Health Board,
   
  I am writing you in support of the 20-year off leash hours policy which has been a proven and successful 
public health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash 
hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have 
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours. 
   
  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks. 
   
  Finally, the off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - 
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations.
   
  Regards, Nicole Zlotnikoff

 
---------------------------------
Get your email and more, right on the  new Yahoo.com 



From: <Jazzyboy212@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  9:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: kimberley atkison <berleygirly@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  9:44 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hi I am writing to support the off leash policy in city parks.  My dog 
(and I) love going to the park in the early morning and running off 
leash.   i Iive in Long Island City and will load up my car with 
several of my dogs friends and their owners to make the trek to 
Prospect park, we have so much fun romping in the park.  My dog hits 
the big grassy field and runs big circles and rolls in the grass, she 
just loves the feel of grass under her paws.  The hundreds of other 
dogs there are all so friendly the dogs enjoy meeting new friends 
playing, chasing, jumping in the water at doggie beach.  My dog comes 
home and sleeps for several hours dreaming of chasing some of her new 
friends I am sure.  Never once have I ever stepped in dog poo.  
Everyone there are responsible dog owners who care about the community. 
  I have seen on many occasions a dog up for adoption and the temporary 
owners fostering the dog.  This is a group that serves the community 
and cares about pets.  It would be a shame to lose this opportunity for 
the dogs to socialize with each other and feel the grass under their 
paws, socialize.  there are not enough dog runs in the city and dog 
runs aside this is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the parks in NYC.  
And the hours 9pm to 9am is certainly something the city can grant to 
tax paying dog owners to allow us to enjoy the parks in NYC along with 
everyone else.  thank you.  kimberley Atkison, john fellin and daisy 
dog

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; 
   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: kimberley atkison <berleygirly@mac.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  9:52 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year Offleash 
Hours policy is proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is 
enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - 
it's only for certain hours, and only in certain designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Amy Dorn Kopelan" <bedlamcpw@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  6:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Board:
Dogs need exercise and need socialization in order to live healthy lives
and 
maintain healthy and good dispostions.
The only way to do that is to run free.
And the morning is the time when we all can do that...
people and dogs together.
When dogs are always tied up, they become hostile and more dangerous.
Imagine if you were tied up outside all the time!
Please maintain the only humanistic approach to healthy dogs, healthy
people,
and fit and happy animals...
off lead until 9AM!!
 
 



From: "betsy witten" <betsywitten@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  9:56 AM
Subject: Please work to amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am a life long tax-paying dog-owning New York City resident.  I am writing 
to strongly encourage you to amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code.  You 
know the reasons everyone gives (they are listed below).

My personal reasons for encouraging the DOH is that this City has changed so 
much in the 40 years since I was born here; we have lost much of the sense 
of community that binds, comforts, and protects us.  Bringing our dogs to 
the park in the mornings and late at night preserves one last place where 
community is built across class, race, and geographic lines.

There is a 20-year off-leash hours policy that has a proven and successful 
public health policy;  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have 
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant 
in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough 
dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who 
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

betsy witten
23 bergen street
brooklyn, ny 11201

_________________________________________________________________
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From: "Hover, Molly" <Molly_Hover@condenast.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 10:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: kimberley atkison <berleygirly@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 10:07 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hi I would like to voice my support for off leash in NYC parks.  My dog 
loves running in the park.  We try to go every weekend.  I live in Long 
Island City, where we have no proper dog run.  I load up my truck with 
my dog and her friends and their owners and we go for a romp in 
Prospect park.  The dogs get to the big grassy area and it is like 
christmas for kids they run big circles roll in the grass, play chase 
with new doggie friends splash in the water at doggie beach.  For the 
entire hour and a half while we are there they throughly enjoy 
themselves as do I, meeting other owners petting cute dogs seeing my 
dog enjoying the grass under her paws is the greatest thing I can give 
to my dog.  I strongly believe it is good for the community, good for 
the dogs to be socialized, exercised and I am able to enjoy the park 
with my dog.  I believe as a NYC taxpayer I should be able to have this 
opportunity to use the parks as do all the other residents in the city. 
  Never once have I had an unpleasant situation while at the park and 
that includes a dog fight, dog bite or stepping in dog poo.  We are 
responsible dog owners who care about our community and honor this 
privilege of the off leash hours.  I believe it is a good policy 
especially during the hours of 9pm to 9am.  thank you for hearing my 
concerns and please keep the off leash policy.  kimberley atkison, john 
fellin and daisy dog. 
  



Resolution Comments - off-leash policy 

  

To whom it may concern: 

I am one of many concerned dog owners who take full advantage of the wonderful off-leash policy 
available during the morning hours. I live close to both Central Park and Riverside Park, and split my 
time evenly between the two. I have owned my dog for over three years now, and have rarely missed a 
morning romp through the park. 

What I have witnessed during these three-plus years is a tremendous sense of community among both 
dog owners and others spending time in the park. Friendships are forged (among both humans and 
canines), valuable information is passed along, and a strong sense of responsibility is fostered as we 
ensure that our dogs are healthy and socialized.  

During the day, I take my dog to one of the many dog runs in Riverside, and I fully respect the leash 
laws. But there is simply no replacing the gatherings that take place every morning, rain or shine, before 
9:00 rolls around.  

I have been told by many, many people that they were encouraged to adopt a dog from a shelter after 
witnessing our morning activities, and that their dogs have brought them more happiness (and friends) 
than they had ever hoped for or imagined. It's simply a great way to start each and every day, and our 
dogs happier and healthier, too. 

I realize that this is a privilege, not an entitlement, which is why I am pleading with you to uphold the 
current off-leash policy.  

Respectfully, 

Evelyn Battaglia, owner of Leon 

From:    "Evelyn Battaglia" <evelyndb@msn.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/24/2006 10:27 AM
Subject:   off-leash policy
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From: "Rebecca N. Wallwork" <rnw@akc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 10:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Steven Buela" <stevenbuela@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 11:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

Dear Sir or Madam

This year I became a first time dog owner and have since discovered the 
off-leash hours for NYC parks. Being able to let my dog run off leash 
several times a week has been a blessing for my dog and myself. My dog is a 
hunting breed who loves open spaces and socializing with other animals, both 
things that are hard to find for apartment (or city) dwellers.

Socializing with other dogs in the parks makes for a happier and friendlier 
dog. He gets to burn off his pent up energy and is calmer when we get home, 
so there is less chance of barking; so my dog-less neighbors benefit from 
off-leash as well.

At the parks, dogs are able to socialize with other animals as well as other 
humans and often children. This is a great benefit becuase my dog has 
learned to behave when approached on the street by another dog or by the 
many people who want to stop on the sidewalk and pet him. He is happy for 
the attention and his admirers are happy for his friendly reaction.

I could go on, but just to sum up, I think the off-leash hours are a good 
compromise for everyone who use the parks and the benefits extend outside 
the parks to everyone in the city.

Steven Buela
125 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

_________________________________________________________________
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From: Irene <otterwear@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 11:24 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I'm writing to express my strong feeling that the off-leash policy should be made an official part of the 
health code.

The current off-leash policy is a great compromise for the dog owners and non dog-owners who use New 
York City's parks, since it is only in effect for certain hours  and only in certain designated locations. The 
off-leash policy brings lots of dogs to the parks during these hours, making it very safe for others to jog or 
walk, and dog owning park users are more likely to come back during on-leash hours as well.

Thank you,
Irene Friedland
dog owner and Manhattan resident, former Brooklyn resident



From: <Hollowayrj@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 11:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <WHoZdAtrObYn@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <RobertRedWine40@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:19 PM
Subject: Some questions regarding the process of the Public Hearing

REGARDING: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the NYC Health Code

Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street CN-31
New York, NY 10013

Dear Ms. Bryant,

    1- when spoken testimony is given, is there any dialog between the 
speaker and "the Program",
    2- is each speaker to provide a copy of the spoken comments to each 
member of "the Program", just a single copy for the entire group, no copies, a 
transcript will be taken,
   3- what steps are taken after the public hearing, and what time period is 
normal until a vote is taken and made public,
   4- How is notification of the vote made?

Sincerely,

Robert E. Doocey

85-06 60 Drive
Middle Village
New York, NY 11379-5432

718-507-5686



From: Hwan Yoon Chung <hwantastic@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  8:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Members of the Health Board,
I am writing to you to urge you to save the off-leash policy in the  
city's parks, which has proven to be a very successful one for the  
past 20 years. I am a mother of a 7 month old and we have a 2 year- 
old dog named Obie. She's a German Shorthaired Pointer with a lot of  
energy.
My baby and I walk with her off leash every morning in Central Park  
and it is one of our favorite things to do together in the city. It  
has made all of us healthier and happier - my son and I get to  
breathe the fresh air and enjoy the nature in the park while Obie  
gets to play with her father and brother, who live down the block. I  
don't think we could keep a dog like Obie in the city if the off- 
leash hours didn't exist. She needs space to run around and release  
her energy in a healthy way. And the dogs that we meet off leash in  
Central Park are the healthiest and most well-adjusted dogs I've ever  
seen. Just as the park is good for the sanity of city-dwellers, it is  
good for the health of our dogs.
Please save the off-leash policy and amend the Health Code.
Thank you so much,
SK Yoon



From: "Johanna Snibbe" <snibbejojo@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:22 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Law

Please Please Please realize what a wonderful benefit it is to have the
Off-Leash Law of Central Park.  It gives so much joy and happiness to the
dogs in the city AND their owners.  It would be a great travesty to not have
the occasion to have dogs running around free with all of their doggy
friends.  It's a great tradition that would take away something special in
the city.

Thank you.

Johanna Snibbe
521 Fifth Avenue
Suite 1725
New York, NY  10175
(212) 292-4418 office
(646) 514-1197 fax
(917) 748-4852 cell



From: "Linda Elsroad" <lelsroad@wfny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

On a recent trip to Oregon I made note of the fact that dogs were
allowed and welcomed everywhere.  They were off leash on the beaches and
at parks.  They were at outside café’s and in campgrounds.  There was no
barking or fighting, just well socialized dogs having fun with and
enjoying the company of their owners.
New York City has had an off leash policy that also supports the
socialization of dogs by responsible owners.  It is a policy that must
continue for the betterment of the City.  The dog owners at the off
leash park where I take my dogs are kind and courteous.  They are very
concerned about the community and the park and organize clean up days to
make the park even more inviting.  The dogs and their owners are at the
park when very few other people are there.  We make sure the park is
safe for our dogs and others.  Promptly at 9:00 AM we leash our dogs and
leave the dog run area.   Because we come together as a group we are
very conscientious about the health of our dogs and make sure they are
licensed and vaccinated.  We also help each other with training.  This
group consciousness and support is vital to the well being of our
beautiful city parks.  The off leash policy is good for the physical and
mental health of both dogs and owners.  There is nothing that delights
me more than the quiet and solitude of the park at 7:00 AM Sunday
mornings and watching my two little dogs run as fast as they can.  I
think they are actually smiling.
Please, do not make us give up our fun and freedom.



From: Ellen Baker <ellensnibbebaker@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a dog lover and purposely bought an apartment in this city near the park so I could run with my dog 
in the early morning.  Please continue to allow this heavenly exercise with man's best friend!!!
   
  The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm
 to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaCcinated.
   
  Thank you  Ellen Baker
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From: Kay Harel <kayharel@inch.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern: Please allow dogs to legally romp off leash  
in the off hours.  Thank you.

Your potentially grateful citizen,

Kay Harel

215 West 91st St., Apt 125
New York, NY 10024

(212) 874-1359



From: "Glenn Quackenbush" <gquackenbush@scottdanahynaylon.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Linda Musser" <lmusser101@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:50 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have owned two dogs over the past 18 years and Central Park has been my - and their - salvation. We 
have always been respectful of - and grateful for - the offleash hours for exercise and socialization with 
other dogs and dog lovers.  We love Central Park, in particular, and are excellent citizens determined to 
keep it safe and green and harmonious for all people.  I believe the presence of dog owners and their 
pets in the early am and late evening adds to the safety and appeal of others using the park as well.  I 
support your proposed amendment to the "Leash Law" across the board!!  And I thank you.  Linda 
Musser, 167 E. 82nd St. 10028



From: Gloria Larson <schoolofconflict@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 12:56 PM

Gentlemen:
  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain
 hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.
  Please help us keep this 20-year off-leash hours policy in place.
  Thanks
  A dog lover



From: Sam & Audra Fontana <salnaud@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:00 PM
Subject: Leash Law

October 24, 2006

Ms. Bryant,

We bought an apartment on 82nd Street between Riverside and West End  
Avenue approximately two years ago.  We were so excited to be so  
close to a beautiful park. To add to our little family we decided to  
get a dog. Riverside Park is our backyard and our dog Bella looks at  
us every night at 9:00 p.m. with such anticipation of her time to run  
and play off-leash. It brings us great joy to be out in the park at  
night socializing with our neighbors and their dogs. These are people  
we never would have met had we all not wanted to let our dogs romp  
off-leash at night. We have never encountered anything but  
responsible pet owners and there fun loving dogs. The time we have  
off-leash in Riverside Park is vital to the health and well being of  
our Labrador who needs a lot of exercise. Please allow the people and  
dogs of our neighborhood the ability to enjoy the limited time we  
have to escape city life and feel like we are somewhere in the  
country playing with our dogs.

Sincerely,

Sam & Audra Fontana
307 West 82nd Street #1B
New York, NY  10024



From: julietta bader <jujupett@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:03 PM
Subject: OFFLEASH HOURS

To whom it may concern,
  We are sincerely worried about loosing the courtesy to offleash hours in Prospect Park. It is a natural 
key element to New York dog's mental and physical health. As a dog owner, I can say that we need off 
leash hours in the park as this is the best way dogs learn to socialize with  people and their own. I hope 
you can help us in this matter.
  Respectfully yours
   
  Juliette Beder
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From: "Bolin, Sarah" <SBolin@webmd.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash hour's policy
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. Access
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible
dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Best,

Sarah Bolin



From: "Suh-kyung Yoon" <suhkyung@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  8:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Members of the Health Board,
I am writing to you to urge you to save the off-leash policy in the city's
parks, which has proven to be a very successful one for the past 20 years. I
am a mother of a 7 month old and we have a 2 year-old dog named Obie. She's
a German Shorthaired Pointer with a lot of energy.
My baby and I walk with her off leash every morning in Central Park and it
is one of our favorite things to do together in the city. It has made all of
us healthier and happier - my son and I get to breathe the fresh air and
enjoy the nature in the park while Obie gets to play with her father and
brother, who live down the block. I don't think we could keep a dog like
Obie in the city if the off-leash hours didn't exist. She needs space to run
around and release her energy in a healthy way. And the dogs that we meet
off leash in Central Park are the healthiest and most well-adjusted dogs
I've ever seen. Just as the park is good for the sanity of city-dwellers, it
is good for the health of our dogs.
Please save the off-leash policy and amend the Health Code.
Thank you so much,
SK Yoon



From: "Allane Sexton" <Allane.Sexton@bluefly.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

This policy should be preserved - it's been proven successful and helps
to keep our neighborhoods safe.  I have been able to meet many of my
neighbors in the Gramercy Park neighborhood at a local park during
off-leash hours.  People congregating together after dark with their
dogs makes the areas safer.  Also, dogs become better socialized when
allowed to run off-leash - interact with other dogs and people.
 
Best Regards,
 
Allane Sexton



From: "Cecilia Sun" <cs58@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off-leash hours policy for socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog
owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings lots of dog owners and their
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and  for dogs too - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: <Pamsohl@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of  dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better  socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed  to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late  evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings  hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a  daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash  recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of  abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year;   --Since there are not enough dog  runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized  and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks -  it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until  9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of  Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.
 
Pam Laudenslager a dog owner who uses Central Park
 
116 E 66th  Street
New York, NY 10021
212-472-8339



From: "Baba, Pauline" <pbaba@kelleydrye.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I think the real problem is the dog owners who DO NOT pick up after
their dogs and instead of penalizing EVERYONE, you should hand out
tickets to those few dog owners who are irresponsible (or increase the
fine).  From my experience at the off leash parks, I rarely see dog poop
left anywhere.  There is an unsaid rule that you must pick up after your
dog among all the dog owners & everyone is there looking after each
other's dogs.  It is cleaner than "people parks" (with food & bottles &
garbage all over the place).

I hope you continue the off leash policy.  I bought a car just to take
my dog to all these off-leash parks, being that we have no yard and live
in a small apartment.  My dog is extremely energetic & I have noticed a
big difference in her behavior since taking her to the off-leash
parks....she is a much better behaved dog & has become friendlier to
other dogs.

I also feel that off-leash hours are safer for the parks.  There are so
many people so early in the morning with their dogs.

I also enjoy off-leash hours because I have made so many friends and it
brings the community closer together.  It is my dog's as well as my
favorite part of the day !!!

Pauline Baba (& "Gigi")

Pursuant to Treasury Regulations, any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication, unless 
otherwise stated, is not intended and cannot be used for the purpose of avoiding tax-related penalties.

The information contained in this E-mail message is privileged, confidential, and may be protected from 
disclosure; please be aware that any other use, printing, copying, disclosure or dissemination of this 
communication may be subject to legal restriction or sanction. If you think that you have received this 
E-mail message in error, please reply to the sender.

This E-mail message and any attachments have been scanned for viruses and are believed to be free of 
any virus or other defect that might affect any computer system into which it is received and opened. 
However, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is 
accepted by Kelley Drye & Warren LLP for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.



From: Soretta Rodack <soretta1@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a responsible, long time dog owner and resident New Yorker, I am writing to ask that you continue, 
and if possible even extend, the policy on off-leash hours. The off-leash policy has been a viable and 
successful one for some 20 years. It is healthier for the dogs, and for people.  I, for one, cannot run with 
my dog on a leash, but taking her to a park early in the morning means we can both have the exercise we 
require, and my dog and I are both healthier and happier for it.  In addition, dog owners in NYC parks 
have contributed to park safety. By providing a presence  in the late evening and early morning hours, 
they have enabled many non-dog owners to use the parks with a sense of security. The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community.  There are not enough dog runs available in the city to meet 
the needs of an increasing dog-owning population, so the
 off-leash policy also enables dogs to get socialized and exercised, making them much less of a risk on 
city streets. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks.  As an aside, if I, as a pedestrian, can accommodate bicycles on the sidewalks in my 
neighborhood 24 hours a day, I would hope that others would accommodate my dog in the parks during 
their least-used hours.  

Thank you for letting me comment on this issue.

Sincerely,
Soretta Rodack
310 East 6th Street
New York, NY 10003



From: "D M" <domdittydom@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: We do not support amendment to the leash law!

I rescued a dog afew years ago who was given up because of his high energy, 
he cant help it he's a working dog. A broder collie, aussie shepard mix.
Born to run...
Having Central Park for our evening ritual of running and playing, and 
socializing ......it is absolutely necesary to our continued health and 
happiness.

I've been living in NYC for 12 years. Over that time it's become a safer, 
cleaner, more prosperous city.  I commend all of those who work in public 
service.
However, we need reform in so many other areas.  This offleash ban seems a 
waste of resources and and would punish so many for the mistakes of so few.

Banning our offleash time would anger and potentially criminalize thousands, 
perhaps more, taxpaying and voting New Yorkers.

It could lower the number of rescues from city shelters and unfairly targets 
those of us who can't afford country homes or doggie day care.
Many days I work long hours.  Here on the Upper westide where we live,  our 
local dog park closes at 10:00 pm.
Without our access to central park (open till 1 a.m.) in the evenings and 
early mornings, we have no other place for me and my dog to run and play 
safely away from traffic.

I certainly would do anything in my power to prevent reelection of any city 
official that sponsored or supported this ban.

Please don't take away our nyc rights to be off leash in those few 
designated hours .

Thank you,
Dominique Moreno and Hank!

_________________________________________________________________
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi
.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mkt=en-us



From: "thurley814@yahoo.com" <thurley814@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  2:10 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION  161.05  OF THE HEALTH CODE

Please make it possible for dogs to be off leash.  It is important for the health of animals to run free 
periodically.
   
  Tim Hurley
  760-484-1574

 
---------------------------------
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From: "JRGardner" <jrgardner@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  3:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Pollitt, Colette M" <cpollitt@stblaw.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  3:44 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a longtime dog owner and resident of the Upper West Side who uses
both Riverside and Central Parks on a daily basis, I urge you to amend
the city health code to maintain the 20-year old off leash hours policy.
The off leash policy is critical to my enjoyment of the city parks and
the enjoyment and use by many others (both dog owners and non-dog owners
alike).  The limited nature of the off-leash accommodation is just that
- a limited accommodation.  To further restrict the time and place where
dogs are permitted to be off leash would be a ridiculous capitulation to
a frivolous lawsuit by a small group who in no way represent the
interests of the vast majority of New Yorkers.  

I look forward to seeing an amendment of the Health Code to enshrine in
the code the existing off-leash accommodation.

Kind regards,

Colette Pollitt, Esq.

____________________________

Colette Pollitt
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
425 Lexington Avenue
New York, New York  10017

Tel:  (212) 455-2615
Fax: (212) 455-2502
cpollitt@stblaw.com
____________________________



From: <TheKidd110@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006  4:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Liz Agge" <liz.agge@gmail.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 24, 2006 10:16 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Courtesy Law

Our animal shelters are filled with abandoned and abused animals and with
landlords increasingly denying their tenants to have pets, its becoming more
and more difficult for these animals to find wonderful homes. Should the
off-leash courtesy become revoked and, even worse, become against the law, I
fear we will see an enormous increase in abandoned dogs.

Dogs need to exercise and simple walks around the block is not enough for
them. Puppies are overly energetic to begin with and even 20-30 minutes of
running around in the park does wonders for them and their owners! If
they're not allowed to burn this energy, they will resort in doing damage at
home and then would end up being 'thrown away'.

Please don't make it any harder for us dog owners and dog lovers. It's a
proven fact that dogs bring such peace of mind and comfort to us humans. Are
dogs not being used in prisons to rehabilitate prisoners? Are dogs not used
in hospitals to bring about responses in patients (especially kids and the
elderly) after most other methods have failed? Are dogs not used in rescue
operations? So why are they being punished? This is how we thank them for
their devoted service? Most people in New York live in apartments without
access to personal enclosed spaces for their pets to run around freely so we
rely on the park to provide this service.

Not to mention the amount of stories I've heard of people losing weight as a
result of daily walks with their dogs.

After the disaster of Katrina and the animals left behind, I would think
this kind of injustice would not prevail.

While I understand that irresponsible dog owners do exist, why are the
responsible ones (which make up the large portion of dog owners) being
punished? Are our rights not also significant?

Should all drivers' have their licenses revoked because of the few who drive
drunk?

Please don't take away the courtesy law. Our pets are an extension of our
families, please don't punish them.

Sincerely,

Liz Agge
(347) 254-6551



From: Laurie Salitan <lsalitan@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  7:46 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Members of the NYC Health Board
Department of Health

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing  in support of the proposed amendment to Section 161.05  
of the Health Code.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash  
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners  
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in  
the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks. The off-leash policy is  
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks -  
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks  
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations. The  
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Laurie Salitan



From: "Patricia Di Filippo" <patty1017@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  8:22 PM
Subject: Off-leash hours policy

To Whom It may Concern:

      As a dog owner, I would like the off-leash hours policy to continue.  
It is healthy for dogs to be able to exercise by running and walking at 
their own pace, unteethered by a leash.  Not every NYC park has a dog run so 
it is especially important to allow dogs to get much needed exercise off a 
leash.  I strongly urge this policy to continue.  Sincerely,  
patty1017@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi
.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mkt=en-us



From: "Elizabeth Gallagher" <egallagher9@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  8:31 PM
Subject: Off leash Amendments to Section 165

OFFLEASH RECREATION IS IMPORTANT TO MY QUALITY OF LIFE
 
                Living in New York City is not new for my family for at
the turn of the century they came through Ellis Island and here we have
stayed in Brooklyn for four generation.
                It is strange as one lives in a place for a long time
they lose sight of their surrounding as they say one loses sight of the
trees for the forest. We work; we raise our children, and get lost in
the forest of daily living, surviving and enjoying life, depending on
the roll of the dice presented for the day. We are not in prison for
there are no bars, but none the less were are locked in a box dictated
by where we live and what we have.
                My children are grown now and have a life of their own.
The years have snuck up and I am no longer young.  My house is quiet yet
I am no longer lonely for I adopted a stray dog which I have named Dio
Mar translated into God of the Sea.  He doesn't look like a God, but
then again what does a God look like.  He has short legs and eyes that
remind me of Bambi the story which I read so many times to my children.
He is about one year old and his energy is bountiful which has caused me
to come out of the box. He and I go to the Prospect Park every morning
for at least two hours, he runs and plays, I walk and talk with other
dog owners.  I never realized thanks to Dio Mar that one did not have to
drive for hours to see the trees changing colors, or to smell the
sweetness of grass in the early morning or that life stops when the
children are gone. He has shown me that you can run and laugh at any age
and one does not have to live in a box. 
               If the rules are changed so that the parks will be closed
to dogs unless they are on a leash is a crime, it put those of us and
our pets who helped take us out of the box and into the parks out of the
park and back into the box.  
               I do not understand those that think dogs are dangerous
and should not be free to run and play they must also think that
children should be seen but not heard.  Until Dio Mar I never realized
how important it was for dog and man to be free if only for a little
while.  We do not put our children on leashes but we tranquilized them,
sit them in front of the Television or give them a computer where they
sit and get fat.  As a child I was never in a box, the streets were our
play ground and we played for hours, unfortunately as I became an adult
and responsible I forgot to play and let life but me in a box.  I love
my freedom and so does Dio Mar. Who needs to live in box when there is a
park to run and play with your pet and your new found friends? Life can
be beautiful and what could be a better reminder then being in the park,
winter, spring, summer and especially in fall with Dio Mar?
 
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Gallagher
 
 
 



From: "Liza Richheimer" <lizajade@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:48 AM
Subject: In support of amendments to section 165

Dear Ms. Rena Bryant,

I wanted to send a letter in support of the off leash before 9am
privilege.  In deed as a dog owner, I treasure that time where my dog
can have a few moments of freedom a day.  City living for a dog is
hard enough and certainly I have questioned myself for bringing my dog
here to New York, but this is now our life here and having some legal
off-leash time has been crucial to our sanity.

I also truly believe that it helps dogs to be more mellow and better
socialized.  I have never seen any problem with non-dog people and dog
people and I believe the majority of people who use the park do not
have a problem with the small amount of off-leash time we are
allotted.

It's a great way to share the park!

Please help us keep this privilege.

Sincerely,

Liza Jade Richheimer



From: "Carmine Petracca MD" <drpetracca@juno.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:55 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health

To whom it may concern<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
 
The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy. NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Thank you.
 
Carmine B <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" />Petracca, 
MD FABOG



From: "Lindsay Shea" <chezsheaxix@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  6:22 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it may concern:

Please save the off leash policy.

One of the major benefits for all who use the park is that with dog owners
literally patrolling the park morning and evening - the park is safer, more
inviting and used.  When I first move to Park Slope 1982, the park was sort
of a scary place as there was no one around.  Now it is teaming with
activity and I have to say FIDO has put trash cans up all over and the dogs
have access only for a few hours then its Leash Time.  With regards to
responsible dog ownership - all dogs need to be vetted and vacinated and
carry the appropriate tags.  The dog people are the best monitors of their
own behavior - and let me tell you that they are fascist in that regard - no
dogs runs wild, no poop stay on the ground - this is a group of folks who
are vigilant in this department.

Thanks for reading this and I hope we can continue a good relationship for
all who use the park - dog owner, bikers, birders, horseback riders, moms,
dads, small kids, team players, sun bathers, grillers, picnickers, lovers
and many more.

all the best,

Lindsay D. Shea
19 Polhemus Place
Brooklyn, NY  11215
tel:  718 857 9587
fax:  718 857 8025



From: "Carter, Joyce Nicole" <jcarter@thieme.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  7:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

Please don't take this away from our dogs in New York City.  The dog runs around are mostly for the 
bigger dogs and too dangerous for the smaller ones.    The smaller dogs need the chance to exercise and 
to meet other dogs and play too.   It will be so sad not to allow any dog to have fun at all for just a little bit 
of time in the evening or early mornings.  Please think about it before you make your decision. 

Thank you for listening.

A very concern dog owner
Joyce Carter

CC: <jncmac@aol.com>



From: "Somma, Paul" <paul.somma@bofasecurities.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  7:58 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board,

The 20-year old off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy and as a result, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate
of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  Moreover, the
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year, thus reducing the number of dogs in the city's
overburdened shelters. Ultimately, the off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations.

Regards, 

Paul Somma
Principal
Equity Financial Products Group
Banc of America Securities LLC
9 West 57th Street, 40th Floor
New York, NY 10019
Tel: 212.583.8678
Fax: 212.230.8325 
paul.somma@bofasecurities.com 

________________________________

This message is intended for the named recipient(s) only, and may
contain information that is proprietary, confidential and/or privileged.
If you are not the intended recipient, you may not disseminate,
distribute or copy this message or any attachment(s). If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by
replying to the message and delete the message and any attachments(s)
from your system. This message is for informational purposes only, and
should not be construed as an offer or solicitation to buy or sell any
securities or related financial products or services. Thank you. 

________________________________

NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS: Any information contained in or attached to this message is intended solely 
for the use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient of this transmittal, you are 
hereby notified that you received this transmittal in error, and we request that you please delete and 
destroy all copies and attachments in your possession, notify the sender that you have received this 
communication in error, and note that any review or dissemination of, or the taking of any action in 



reliance on, this communication is expressly prohibited. 
 
Banc of America Securities LLC ("BAS") does not accept time-sensitive, action-oriented messages or 
transaction orders, including orders to purchase or sell securities, via e-mail.
 
Regular internet e-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free.  Therefore, we do 
not represent that this information is complete or accurate, and it should not be relied upon as such.  If 
you prefer to communicate with BAS using secure (i.e., encrypted) e-mail transmission, please notify the 
sender.  Otherwise, you will be deemed to have consented to communicate with BAS via regular internet 
e-mail transmission.  Please note that BAS reserves the right to intercept, monitor, and retain all e-mail 
messages (including secure e-mail messages) sent to or from its systems as permitted by applicable law.
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:
Bank of America Corporation and its affiliates, including BAS, ("Bank of America") do not provide tax 
advice. Accordingly, any statements contained herein as to tax matters were neither written nor intended 
by the sender or Bank of America to be used and cannot be used by any taxpayer for the purpose of 
avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed on such taxpayer. If any person uses or refers to any such 
tax statement in promoting, marketing or recommending a partnership or other entity, investment plan or 
arrangement to any taxpayer, then the statement expressed above is being delivered to support the 
promotion or marketing of the transaction or matter addressed, and the recipient should seek advice 
based on its particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor. 



From: "Isip, Donna" <donna.isip@bofasecurities.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  8:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Mike Clarke" <mclarke@apptera.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  8:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Kavala1141@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Paul Biddelman" <pbiddelman@hanseatic-ny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:12 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

 

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to the New York City
health codes as they relate to the 20 year practice of allowing dogs
off-leash in City parks during designated hours and at designated
places.  This policy has fostered a sense of community and an off-hour
use of the parks that have made them an integral part of our city.  It
has provided dog owners a safe and appropriate way to exercise their
dogs while meeting friends and I believe has reinforced responsible dog
ownership in the city, which has led to a cleaner and safer co-existence
with our canine friends.  I am afraid that if this policy is terminated
via law suits or code changes, it will lead to a disrespect and breaking
of rules which only lead to a deterioration of the co-existence that now
prevails.  The current policy represents a healthy, respectful balancing
of interests in a city in which it is to easy for people to lose sight
of some of the things that take the edge off living here.  Pleasr do not
take this privilege away.

 

Sincerely your,

 

Paul A. Biddelman\15 W 81st Street and a loving dog owner.

 



From: Chester Gelband <csg2222@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: Offleash Amendment

Please consider amending the dog leash law to allow offleash times that are now approved tacitly for 
Central Park. It has been working wonderfully for many years and it is a very important part of many 
peoples lives, not to mention the invaluable benefit to dogs. Please AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE 
HEALTH CODE.
   
  Chester Gelband
  241 Central Park West
  New York, NY 10024

 
---------------------------------
 All-new Yahoo! Mail - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster.



From: "Tamasi, Bernadette M" <bernadette.tamasi@nwa.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Shelly Peckar" <speckar@soundone.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:43 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

NYC Health Dept.

In Support Of Amendments to Section 165:

--The 20-year Offleash Hours policy is proven and successful public
health policy; 

--NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs;  

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community; 

 --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours, and only in
certain designated locations;  

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 

Thank you

Shelly Peckar



From: <shotza@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Ms. Rena Bryant,
Secretary of the Board of Health
125 Worth Street
NY, NY 10013

10/23/06

Dear Ms. Bryant:

I am writing to urge you to support and maintain off leash dog hours 
at New York City Parks. There is no question that off leash dog 
walking has made the park safer in the early morning hours and 
evening hours. I believe it is well known that Prospect Park was a 
place most people would not enter before dog walkers took it back 
from muggers, rapists, etc.

Besides that most important benefit, dog walkers are some of the 
biggest users and supporters of parks and their voice should be very 
powerful in this trumped up lawsuit.  I have been walking my dog in 
Prospect park for 4 years and have NEVER seen any negative incident. 
What I do see are people getting exercise - a great benefit for the 
city in terms of health care, I see dogs happily socialized to each 
other and to people and I see a safer park.

Please keep the off leash hours that have been a benefit to this city 
for 20 years.

Sincerely,

Alyson Shotz



From: "Susan Walsh" <SWalsh@coach.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:55 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy. 
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs.
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.   
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks.   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Peta Tarrant" <peta@capstonepartnership.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:00 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: "Matthew McCloskey (Capstone)" <Matt@capstonepartnership.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:09 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I write to encourage you to help keep the current off-leash hours in
Central Park. Simply put:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due
to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs 

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours 

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community

 --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year  

 --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks

 -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations  

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you, 

Matthew McCloskey



From: Derek Eller <info@derekeller.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:11 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash  
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  
is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to  
keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the  
late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs  
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  -- 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great  
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's  
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed  
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City  
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Derek Eller Gallery
615 West 27th Street
New York, NY 10001
www.derekeller.com
info@derekeller.com



From: <Linamaslanka@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:
 
I would like to add my voice to supporting the the continuance of the  
off-leash hours policy.  I spend many mornings walking in the park and have  enjoyed 
seeing the dogs exercising in the Park.  I support the continuance  of the 
policy for the following reasons:
 
 --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful  public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of  dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better  socialized and 
exercized dogs; 
 --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours; 
 --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  responsible 
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which  fosters a sense 
of community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
 --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the  off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  areas of 
City parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
I would like to add that I have never been hurt by any of the dogs and find  
very little dog-related debris in the Park.  To find the park populated by  
responsible local dog owners increases my sense of security while using the Park 
 during the off leash hours.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lina Maslanka, Ph.D.
 



From: "eric strumingher" <estrum@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:13 PM

I am writing to support the proposed ammendments that clarify the right for
dog owners to walk their dogs off leash in the parks. The following are
strong arguments in favor:

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs; Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours; The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which
fosters a sense of community; Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC
each year;  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thanks very much

-- 
Eric Strumingher
225 Central Park West
#507
New York, NY  10024

212-874-2141



From: April Hardwick <April.Hardwick@meredith.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I am writing to support the off-leash policy. I cannot stress enough the
importance of this policy and I cannot imagine why anyone would want to
change it. I have a 15 month old golden who is healthy and social and has
spent most of her happy life in Central Park running around greeting
everyone she meets. I am certain that she might not have turned out so well
mannered and comfortable around so many people and dogs from different
backgrounds had she not been able to run free in the mornings. The majority
of owners do see it as a privledge to have this off-leash policy and
therefore do not abuse it. I hope you consider what this means to us!

Best,
April Hardwick



From: <HymanHuffnpuff@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:18 AM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH:AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Please allow us to have our dogs off leash between 9P.M.and 9A.M.in 
restricted areas so that they can run and socialize with one another.I have a 
mini-poodle and she gets knocked around in the dog run so for her own safety I avoid 
them.If a dog is trained and obedient what is the difference whether they are on 
or off leash.It is one of the few pleasures allowed a dog in the city so 
please don't take it away.I thank you for your consideration.Charles H.Hyman,255 
W.92nd,N.Y.,NY.10025



From: <Patricia.O'Neill@newyork.allenovery.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:32 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

I urge you to strengthen the current Off leash Hours policy in NYC parks
for the benefit of all New Yorkers.  This policy provides many people,
both non-dog and dog owners alike,  numerous benefits including making
parks safer during early morning and late evening hours,  fostering a
sense of community and providing much needed exercise and socialization
for the dogs.  
Dog owners make the parks safer by being present at all hours of the day
and night and in all weather conditions.  It fosters a sense of
community by bringing hundreds of responsible dog owners and their dogs
to the park on a daily basis and since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get
socialized and exercised making them better canine citizens.    

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  

I know my use of the park has increased greatly since I adopted my dog.
We take advantage of the off-leash time for his socialization and
exercise and the on-leash time as my jogging partner!!!

Please save the Off-Leash Policy.  It benefits all New Yorkers.

Thank you,

Patricia O'Neill

The foregoing e-mail may contain US tax advice. If so, please read the following carefully:

Unless otherwise expressly stated in the foregoing message, this advice was not intended or written
to be used, and cannot be used, by any person for the purpose of avoiding US federal tax-related
penalties that may be imposed with respect to the matters addressed.  Some of this advice may have
been written to support the promotion or marketing of the transactions or matters addressed to
persons other than our client.  For such advice, be advised that the advice was written to support
the promotion or marketing of the transaction(s) or matter(s) addressed and if you are a person
other than our client, you should seek advice based on your particular circumstances from an
independent tax advisor.  In addition, unless expressly stated to the contrary in the foregoing
message, nothing herein shall be construed to impose a limitation on disclosure by any person of
the tax treatment or tax structure of any transaction that is addressed herein.
___________________________________________________________________________________
____

This email is confidential and may also be privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient please delete it 
and notify us immediately by telephoning or e-mailing the sender.  You
should not copy it or use it for any purpose nor disclose its contents to any other person.

Allen & Overy LLP



1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10020
Tel: 212 610 6300
Fax: 212 610 6399
http://www.allenovery.com

Allen & Overy LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered
number OC306763.  It is regulated by the Law Society of England and Wales.  Allen & Overy LLP is
a multi-jurisdictional legal practice with lawyers admitted to practice in a variety of jurisdictions.
The term partner is used to refer to a member of Allen & Overy LLP or an employee or consultant
with equivalent standing and qualifications. A list of the members of Allen & Overy LLP and of the 
non-members
who are designated as partners is open to inspection at its registered office, One Bishops Square London
E1 6AO and at the above address.

For further information about how Allen & Overy LLP is regulated, please see our website at 
www.allenovery.com/regulatory 



From: "Dougherty, Thomas" <Thomas.Dougherty@cwt.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash-
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.

"EMF <CWT.COM>" made the following annotations.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
IRS Circular 230 Legend:  Any advice contained herein was not intended or written to be used, and 
cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding U.S. federal, state, or local tax penalties.  Unless otherwise 
specifically indicated above, you should assume that any statement in this email relating to any U.S. 
federal, state, or local tax matter was written to support the promotion or marketing by other parties of the 
transaction(s) or matter(s) addressed in this email.  Each taxpayer should seek advice based on the 
taxpayer's particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

==============================================================================
NOTE: The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, you must not read, use or disseminate the information; please advise the sender 
immediately by reply email and delete this message and any attachments without 
retaining a copy.  Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other 
defect that may affect any computer system into which it is received and opened, it is the responsibility of 
the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is accepted by Cadwalader, Wickersham & 
Taft LLP for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.

==============================================================================
==============================================================================



From: "Alison Skodol" <ASkodol@glgroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

Please preserve the current Off-leash Hours policy in NYC parks.  I live
in a small apartment with a high energy dog.  The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use the city's
public parks.  Please keep the parks accessible for everyone, dog owners
included, to enjoy.

Thank you,

Alison Skodol

 
This e-mail message, and any attachments, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 
identified in the alias address of this message and may contain information that is confidential, privileged 
and subject to legal restrictions and penalties regarding its unauthorized disclosure and use. Any 
unauthorized review, copying, disclosure, use or distribution is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
e-mail message in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message, 
and any attachments, from your system. Thank you.



From: "Peter Laughter" <pjlaughter@wallstreetservices.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:56 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Friends,
I am writing to support the off leash hours in parks. This is a great
unofficial policy and it is time to make it official.  New York is safer
because of this policy because it gives dog owners a sense of community
an fosters responsible dog ownership.  Also giving our pets time to
exercise reduces aggression.  

Please make this a part of our regulations.

Warm regards,

Peter Laughter
285 Pacific Street 
Brooklyn, NY



From: <SEPT2749@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 11:05 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Dogs should be allowed off leash as long as they are controlled by  owner. 
The policy, as it stands, is arbitrary and capricious. Some people get  $100 
fines and others are given a warning. I have had both happen to me.  This, of 
course, depends on the "mood' of some "wannabe cop". These  "rangers" are a waste 
of money. They do nothing to give us a better quality of  life or protect us. 
How dare they be allowed to give someone a $100.- ticket for  walking their 
dog off the leash -regardless of the degree of control. It's  outrageous. It 
seems the city is using the leash law to develop a strong source  of revenues 
rather than using  the resources to stop VIOLENT  CRIME.
 
Richard Weinstein
300 west 72 st.
NY NY 10023
212-595-4982



From: "CHARLES KLEIN" <cklein@american-securities.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 11:07 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Peter Corbin <peter@corbinscrusaders.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 11:08 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

To Whom it May Concern on the Health Board:

Please keep the off-leash policy as is.  My entire family - wife, children
and dog benefit from the experience of playing with our dog and other dogs
in the park.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Peter R. Corbin M.A. Ed.M.



From: McCaig-Welles <melissa@mccaigwelles.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 11:22 AM
Subject: off leash

To whom it may concern,

Please do not put an end to "off leash" hours in the
park. 

Thank you,
Melissa McCaig-Welles



From: Tom Hennessey <tom4385@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please do not end the off leash hours in NYC parks.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Kat Fernandez" <katf@heartbeatsoftware.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:07 PM
Subject: IN FAVOR OF the OFF LEASH LAW 

To Whom It May Concern:

 

My name is Katherine Fernandez and I am a native New Yorker.  I was born
and raised in Queens.  One of the best things about living in New York
is that there is a niche for everyone, including dogs.  I am in favor of
the off leash law for city/state parks.  I frequently visit Central Park
and have always been impressed by the dog owners. They are very
responsible when it comes to their dogs and these dogs should be treated
fairly.  Give a dog a bone and give the dog owners some relief! 

 

Sincerely,

Katherine Fernandez

33-33 82nd Street Apt 5E 

Jackson Heights, NY 11372 

 

________________________________

From: Samantha Krosney [mailto:skrosney@aldantroygroup.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2006 1:49 PM
To: Kat Fernandez
Subject: RE: FW:If you have a spare minuet can you help with a little
note?? resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov- Thanks
Importance: High

 

Hi Sweetie,

 

Just write a little note saying you're in favor of the off leash law for
city/state parks.  The Health department is on our side for this it's
just a couple of nuts from Brooklyn who want to try and take it away.
The e-mail address is above.

Thanks so much!!

Samantha

 

PS How the heck are you?? Are you still loving your job?  How are you



and your man doing these days?  How's your MOM doing?  Lots of
questions..huh

 

________________________________

From: Kat Fernandez [mailto:katf@heartbeatsoftware.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2006 1:33 PM
To: Samantha Krosney
Subject: RE: FW:If you have a spare minuet can you help with a little
note?? resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov- Thanks

 

Hey Sam

 

How can I help?

 

 

________________________________

From: Samantha Krosney [mailto:skrosney@aldantroygroup.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2006 12:34 PM
To: 'Paulson, Bob'; 'Pastor, Anthony A.'; 'Phyllis Shapiro'; 'Jackie
Taliaferro'; 'holly manley'; Kat Fernandez; 'Boehnlein, Mary';
tom@HRstaffing.com; 'Wendy Prager'; 'Gary Troy'
Subject: FW: FW:If you have a spare minuet can you help with a little
note?? resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov- Thanks
Importance: High

 

 

 

________________________________

From: Samantha Krosney [mailto:skrosney@aldantroygroup.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2006 12:12 PM
To: 'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'
Subject: FW:
Importance: High

 

To whom it may concern:

 



I am a native New Yorker, born and raised on the upper West Side.  I am
presently on my third set of Dogs.  When I was younger and used the Park
that everyone was afraid to go in.  I found that the Dog owners where
the only people who I would run into either morning or evening.  Today
thanks for the brave people (dog people) who used the Park to demand
from the City the protection that would allow more of the public to WANT
to come to Central Park.  Bring their children, read, walk, and run.
ETC.

 

It is a pleasure to walk in the Park now to see all the people with
their Dogs, children and old folk enjoying it.  Animals are an important
part of our lives here in the City and the short period of time allotted
them to roam free is fair and should not be taken away from us.  I have
no problem with the on/off leash laws that now exist.  We come to the
park with our animals early in the morning or late in the evening to
allow a little free time for them.  Why that is some people feel they
need to demand more of us.  I'm not particularly found of children;
however, I believe they should be able to run free and enjoy the park as
well.  Why can't the same feelings exist for our pets?

 

Please, Please, don't take away the little bit of precious time we have
with our pets.  For the few who feel we don't deserve it.

 

Thank you for reading.

 

Sam

New York City native



From: <KHansen@mla.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: Health Board "Leash Law" Amendment

To Whom It Concerns:

I write in regard to the proposed Board of Health amendments regarding the 
off-leash hours policy in NYC Parks, for the hearing to take place on 
November 1. The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful 
public health policy;  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours. Also, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there 
are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for entering my comments into the public record on this topic.

Kathleen Hansen
355 Clinton Ave
#3F
Brooklyn, NY 11238



From: "Jacoby, Dan" <DJacoby@TPGArchitecture.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this e-mail to voice my support for saving and preserving
the off-leash policies currently being practiced for the following
reasons:

*        The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy.

*        NYC is enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs.  

*        Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours. 

*        The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.

*        Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.   

*        Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks.   

*        The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations.  

*        The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please give these reasons your utmost consideration to allow the
off-leash policies to remain.

Sincerely,

Daniel L. Jacoby, AIA

28 Old Fulton Street - #7E, Brooklyn, NY 11201

</pre>CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: The information contained in this email is intended only for the use of 
the individual or entity named above and may contain information that is privileged, Confidential and 
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete 
the mail.



Thank you.</pre>

CC: "Matthew Parker" <mparker@hillsidedogs.org>



From: <Hrwes5@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Gentlemen:
 
The Off"l- Leash policy has represented an unqualified success over the  past 
twenty years.  The parks are unquestionably safer during the early  morning 
and late evening hours as dog walkers certainly do not represent crime  risks 
and their presence can only serve to deter would be criminals.
 
Additionally, other than people walking to work in the morning and some  
joggers, there are few people in Central Park.  In the evening after 9:00,  there 
is virtually no one in the park.
Consequently, the risk / reward factor regarding dogs off-leash during  these 
times is overwhelmingly in favor of the public interest.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles R. Hinckle
Manhattan



From: Nicole Nesci <nikkin24@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The
20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated
areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and
only in certain designated locations; --The proposed
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: "Jonathan Rosenshine" <jrosenshine@buckleyschoolnyc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 12:51 PM
Subject: Off-Leash dog rights

Dear Ms. Bryant,

As a dog owner in NYC, I cannot tell you how important the off-leash hours
are to my dog, Milo, and to my wife and me.  People ask, "How can you own
a dog in NYC?  It seems so cruel."  They have no idea just how wonderful a
life my dog has getting to be off-leash in the park with his best friends
every day.  It is a far better life than dogs in the suburbs have in their
backyards.

Getting to the point, the off-leash rights we enjoy are so important to
us, we would gladly submit to a permit process through which we would have
to prove our dog's appropriateness to be off-leash and through which we
would pay an appropriate fee.  We would be glad to have police officers
and park rangers fine us if we failed to have our permits and if we had
Milo off-leash at the wrong times.

There are so many many people and so many many dogs whose lives would be
significantly less enjoyable if they lost this wonderful privilege.  We
should pay for it if our privilege costs the park and its workers time and
money, and we should always make sure that we are responsible about other
dogs' and other people's safety in regards to our own dogs.

Of course, I would rather not have to pay and get a permit for this
privilege, but if the option is losing the off-leash privilege entirely,
please consider the idea of permits for off-leash privilege. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Rosenshine
170 West 81st St.
#5D
NYC  10024



From: "Noreen E. Vasady-Kovacs" <noreen@allv-k.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  1:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

For the past 6 years I have used Central Park before 9AM for exercising both my dog(s) and me.  The
statistics speak for themselves regarding the safety of the Parks since dogs run free and the enormous
decrease in dog-related incidents.  Dogs are not only more socialized, but their owners are too.  Almost
all of my NYC friends are a result of my daily walks in the Park. If my dog were not allowed to run
free his walk and consequently mine would be considerably shorter; affecting his health and mine.  The
Parks were created for the benefit of city dwellers who don't get much open space and greenness--the
increase in the number of people who are in the Park is directly related to dog ownership.  During these
6 years, I have witnessed dogs pushing wheelchairs around the Great Oval, alterting people to his
owner's oncoming seizure and standing guard over it's owner who fell while jogging.  I have never during
this time witnessed a dog menacing, attacking or even bothering a person.  Dog fights are almost non-
existent and are usually just warning snarls (something we humans could learn about).  Owners are
very responsible about cleaning up after their dogs and having so much of the waste in a more 
concentrated
area allows it to be collected and disposed of more quickly and efficiently.  (I might add here that the
Parks Dept. employees are great!)

Please amend the Health Code to make off-leash time the law and not just a privilege.



From: "Bernstein, Penny" <PBernstein@christies.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  1:36 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFF LEASH:  AMEND SECTION 161.05 of the HEALTH CODE

It is important to let you know how important the Off-leash hours are to
dog owners like me as well al NYC residents in general.  For dog owners,
it is one of the last vestiges of "Community" we have left to us in this
impersonal city where the quality of life is being choked off at every
stop.  Pets make our lives more livable in a town that is hard.  Being
able to have a place where our dogs can run, play and get exercise is
important to their well being.  For NYC at large,  The rules
required and enforced at the dog runs are a benefit to all New Yorkers
as they demand dogs be vaccinated and encourage socialization which has
reduced the number of biting incidents since the Leash Law has been in
effect.  PLEASE HELP SAVE AN IMPORTANT PART OF MANY NEW YORKER'S LIVES -
THE ABILITY TO HAVE PETS AND HAVE A SAFE PLACE FOR THEM TO RUN AND PLAY
THAT DOES NOTHING TO INTERFERE WITH OTHER NEW YORKERS (unless they must
run in that particular area in the 9pm-9am time period when the rest of
Central Park is available for them).

Penny and Jonathan Bernstein
993 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10028

Visit www.christies.com to explore special multi-media sale promotions, browse our illustrated catalogues 
and leave absentee bids through LotFinder(R), Christie's online search engine.

This message and any attachment are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please 
telephone or email the sender and delete the message and any attachment from your system. If you are 
not the intended recipient you must not copy this message or attachment or disclose the contents to any 
other person.



From: "Brett Deutsch" <brett@deutschphoto.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  2:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to encourage you to amend section 161.05 of the Health Code to
permit dogs to be off-leash in city parks (including Central Park and
Prospect Park) between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m. (or longer).  This longstanding
policy has proven to be a great compromise for dog owners and other
park-users, making the park safer for all by bringing more people (and their
animals) into the park at otherwise lightly used times early in the morning
and late in the evening.  The policy also makes for healthier, happier and
safer dogs: well-exercised and well-socialized dogs such as those who are
taken regularly to the parks are much less likely to cause mischief than
dogs who do not get enough exercise or socialization time.  Moreover, the
enjoyment dogs and their owners get during the off-leash hours helps foster
a positive community in New York and leads to many people adopting the
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Please codify the existing off-leash policy by amending section 161.05 to
expressly permit dogs to be off-leash in the city parks at permitted times.

Sincerely,

Brett Deutsch
215 W. 106th St.
New York, NY  10025



From: "John LaGrua" <philoctites@msn.com>
To: <Resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  2:36 PM
Subject: Amend Article 161 NYC  Health Code

Request favorable rule for Amendment 161.05 codifying "Off Leash" in Health 
Code NYC:  As a senior citizen and recent heart transplant patient my  dog 
has played a significant role in my recovery. Early walks in CPW are  both 
healthy and joyful. The presence of dog owners in  the early hours makes the 
parks safer and more interesting  . Many visitors comment favorably on such 
activity which shows the diversity of living  in our splendid city. Vote 
"YES"  Thank you. John LaGrua



From: "Jim Baum" <baumjg@earthlink.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  9:52 PM
Subject: Article 161

Attention: Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health

 

I would like the off-leash times of 9PM to 9AM to continue.  I am 71 years
old and spend at least an hour and one half in Central Park everyday with my
dog.  This time and exercise is beneficial to both our health and well
being.  I would not be able to do this if my dog had to be leashed at all
times.  I am sure my physical condition is much better because of this so
please amend article 161 for all of the senior citizen dog owners.

 

Thank you,

 

James A. Baum

20 East 68th Street

New York, NY 10021 

 



From: Diane Bondareff <dianebondareff@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  2:37 PM
Subject: I am in SUPPORT of the current Offleash Hours policy in NYC parks.

Offleash Policy in NYC has helped create an all-time
historic record low rate of dog-related incidents,
which is beneficial for all New Yorkers, dog owners
and non-dog owners. Well socialized and exercised dogs
are in everyone’s interest. Please make this important
benefit legal. 

Thanks, 

Diane Bondareff

Diane Bondareff
Photographer
New York City
917.721.2605
www.dianebondareff.com - NEWLY REDESIGNED!

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <larryratner@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  2:49 PM
Subject: IN SUPPORT : OFFLEASH: Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Sirs,

I am writing in support of amending section 161.05 of the Health Code.. 
the off-leash hours for dogs in New York City.

The policy allowing dogs to be off-leash in designated areas from 9PM 
to 9AM is one that clearly works.  Dogs need time to get proper 
exercise for their physical and mental well-being. Every dog expert 
advises it.

We have a six-month old Labrador Puppy who enjoys her exercise in the 
early morning.  The other dogs that we see during those hours are 
well-adjusted and well-trained. It is my understanding that since this 
policy has been in place, that biting incidents are reduced, and that 
it actually reduces crime.

My wife and I enjoy living in New York city and the off-leash policy 
helps to make it even more livable.  If this policy is revoked, we may 
have to consider moving to the suburbs.

Please give this the correct consideration at the scheduled hearings.

Very best regards,

Larry Ratner
325 W. 89th St
New York, NY 10024
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <aculp@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  2:54 PM
Subject: In support of amendments to Section 165

Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing in support of continuing the off-leash policy in Prospect Park.  The 20-year offleash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy. Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in the city each year, 
decreasing the number of dogs destroyed in city pounds, and decreasing the number of feral dogs on the 
streets (a public health threat).  

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community.  Most dog owners in the parkn are responsible, picking up after their dogs and watching 
over them.

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for 
dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  I use Prospect Park twice a 
day--once in the morning during offleash hours, and can testify that problems related to dogs and their 
owners are minimal compared with other park users (such as picnickers leaving garbage and dumping 
hot coals on the grass).

Please maintain the offleash hours for dog owners in city parks!

Sincerely,

Anita Culp
280 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215

CC: <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>



From: "Kushner, Marc A." <makushner@debevoise.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to support NYC's successful 20-year off-leash hours policy.
NY is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.  

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.

I urge you to take all action necessary to maintain this important city
policy.

Marc Kushner
60 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10024



From: "Young, John" <John.Young@ryanbeck.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health   Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

John Young

*****************************************************************
Ryan Beck & Co.'s e-mail system is for business purposes only.
Messages are not confidential. All e-mail may be reviewed by
authorized supervisors, compliance or internal audit personnel.
E-mail may be archived and produced to others.
Ryan Beck will not accept trade order instructions via
e-mail. Please telephone your Financial Consultant to place trade
orders.

Ryan Beck & Co.
*****************************************************************



From: "Sabrina LeBlanc" <sleblanc@weightwatchers.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

Off leash hours are just one part of what makes NY livable, but they are
a critical part.  Remember NY before off-leash hours?  Parks were no
man's lands; run down and crime ridden.  Now early mornings and late
nights are safe places in parks as dog owners and their dogs stand
watch.  

With my dog, I use Fort Greene park every morning. This has increased my
stake in keeping the park clean and healthy.  It keeps me informed about
park events, brings me in touch with my neighbors, and inspires me to
pick up trash and do all I can to keep the park the way I like it.  In
short, it has increased my sense of ownership for the park and I believe
the park has benefited.

Off leash hours are part of what keeps dynamic and youthful people in
the city. As pet ownership explodes across the country, people are
spending more time and money on their pets. As we saw in New Orleans,
people are making important life choices, even jeopardizing their lives,
for their pets.  If people could not continue to guarantee their dogs a
good quality of life in NYC, people may choose to leave the city in
favor of the burbs.  Off leash hours brings a bit of that freedom that
makes the suburbs so appealing to the city.

Dogs who learn to co-exist with other dogs and people during off leash
hours are better socialized and better able to function in a densely
populated city.  To wit, the number of reported dog bites has actually
decreased since off leash hours were instituted.

Off leash hours are a critical part of the fabric of New York City.  I
urge the Department of Health to continue them.

Sincerely yours,

Sabrina LeBlanc



From: "Abelow, Hawley" <habelow@nycitycenter.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:31 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am a born and bread New Yorker who has been fortunate enough to have
lived by Central park for over 30 years, during this time I have seen a
remarkable change in the safeness of Central Park.   I truly believe
that having dogs and their owners in Central Park during hours that were
once considered dangerous times to be in Central Park is making the park
a safer place for all New Yorkers.  Not so long ago no one in there
right mind would go into the park after dark and now when you enter the
park after dark there are clusters of people meeting up with their dogs.
This type of activity in the park makes the park a more comfortable
place for everyone to be and also seems to be making the dogs better
behaved and dog owners happier.   New York has become a great place for
dogs and a great place for people with or without dogs.   In all urban
environments there are many more incidences of aggressive dog behavior
when dogs are leashed.  It was a very rare incident that has kicked up
the dust on this topic and I truly hope that by amending Section 161.05
of the health code we will be able to preserve one of the allowances
that have made living in this city so great.

 

 



From: "Meier, Renee" <RMM@cbsnews.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: Jon DuBois <jondubois@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:50 PM
Subject: I support the offleash amend section 161.05 of the Health Code

I am a kid owner and a dog owner, and I believe the while dog owners  
are not perfect, and that there will never be a compromise that makes  
EVERYBODY happy, the 20 year accommodation that has allowed dogs a  
bit of running around between the hours of 9pm and 9am is a net good  
for New York City and it's citizens, and has been a remarkably  
trouble free policy.  My reasons are as follows:

1. 9pm-9am off leash hours make New York a great place for dogs to live.

2. A city with happy dogs and happy dog owners contributes to public  
safety, cuts down on crime in the parks greatly, creates jobs in the  
Veterinary field, increases desireability of the City as a place to  
live and raise children, cheers it's populace who enjoy interacting  
with dogs, keeps the squirrels honest, and generally confers the well  
documented benefits of pet ownership upon the citizens of New York City,
dog owner, and non-dog owner alike.

3. A more restrictive dog leash policy would set a bad precedent and  
tone in our City. It's a fact of life in New York that we must all  
share the resources of the City's parks and common areas. The rules  
for sharing should be based on good will and courtesy rather than  
exclusion and meanness of spirit. A more restrictive dog leash policy  
would lead to more litigation and rancor rather than less, the  
pedestrians would be suing to keep the cyclists out of the park, the  
singles would be suing to limit the activities of the children and  
most likely, dog owners would be bitterly fighting for more space and  
more restrictions on everyone else too.

4. Turning park employees into strict dog leash enforcers would take  
necessary resources away from better uses, and create ill-will for  
these employees, which will increase their stress on the job, and  
just make the parks less pleasant places to work and to visit.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jonathan DuBois
336 West 95th Street
Apartment 71
New York, New York 10025

Father of Lydia and Eli (11 & 9)
Owner of Willy (2)



From: "Fuller, Diane" <FullerD@coned.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.
I do take my two dogs to Dog Hill on East 97th Street every morning, and
they are happy and so am I to see so many pets and their owners
socializing with each other.  Everyone picks up after their dogs, so
area is clean.
Please keep this part of the park and all dog-play zones for our human
and animal communion.
Diane Fuller
1225 Park Ave.
NYC 10128



From: <RDavis1902@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:23 PM
Subject: I support off leash

Here are a few pictures of Off Leash people this past summer  at Prospect 
Park. A picture worth a thousand words.
Thanks,
R. Davis



 
 

 

 
 

 
Additional reasons why Off-Leash Hours should be legalized 
 
Off leash hours make better dog citizens because they are happy and calm (like 
people). 
 
Humans are getting physical and mental benefits from taking the dog out and looking 
forward to the walk and socialization. 
 
Off leash areas are a wealth of dog information from training to cleanup to being 
community minded. 
 
Responsible dog owners thoroughly disapprove of vicious dogs and clean up regularly 
after themselves and others park users because they appreciate a clean environment. 
 
There are many therapy and handicap dogs who regularly frequent off leash hours. 
 
If off-leash hours are taken away, there's going to be a lot of unhappy crabby 
dogs on leash in the streets. 
 
Thank you, 
Robert and Ricki Davis 
Brooklyn, NY 



From: "WOLFF CHERYL" <WOLFFC@jccany.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  3:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

I am a dog owner and  have lived in Ft. Greene, Brooklyn for 3 years.  From the moment I moved to the 
neighborhood, I have gotten a tremendous sense of community from my fellow dog owners that I met a 
the park during off leash hours. Because of this community, I have become involved in community 
activities and local politics.  Having lived in other states that do not provide off leash hours for dogs, I can 
tell you that my experience in Ft. Greene has been unique. Please keep these off leash hours as they 
help make our communties stonger and more connected.  

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Wolff



From: Laney <laney.gradus@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  4:19 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations
Please help this ever growing responsible section of New Yorkers a  
fair opportunity to enjoy the parks.
Thank you



From: "judith s. abrams" <judithsabrams@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  4:49 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours Policy

To whom it may concern:
  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain
 hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be licensed and vaccinated.
  Please do not change the off-leash hours policy.
  Respectfully submitted,
  Judith S Abrams

Judith S. Abrams
judithsabrams@yahoo.com
917-969-2840



From: <FRANCESKAZAN@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  5:00 PM
Subject: Leash  Laws

 
To Members of the NYC Health Board, 
Every morning, rain or shine, my dog and I   walk in Central Park.; I’m 
always  there by 7.30am so she can spend an hour or so off the  leash. It is one of 
the great pleasures  of my life.  The physical freedom,  spent  mostly in the 
company of  other dogs and dog owners, has resulted in my dog  being well 
socialized. She never snaps  or barks and the exercise tires her.  
Mindful of the importance of caring for the park I  always pick  up after 
her, leash  her  at 9am, and never let her  run  free in the Rambles, the North  
Woods or on the bridle path. Neither I, nor my fellow dog walkers, would ever  
allow  our pets  on the great lawn, Sheep’s meadow or any  other area where 
dogs are forbidden 
The presence of so many dog owners at an early hour makes the park  safer for 
people walking to work, and  children on their way   to  school. I have 
never, in more than  a decade  of walking, seen a  dog harass or attack a human. 
Errant bike riders cycling on the footpaths and  racing round the drive present 
a greater danger to public  safety. 
I intend to leave a generous sum for the maintenance and preservation of  
this city treasure. This decision is a direct consequence of have been able to  
walk my dog, off the leash, every day, and enjoying the special beauty of  
Central Park. 
95% of  dog owners are  conscientious citizens who appreciate and value the 
park, they look after their  dogs, keep them in good health. There are, and 
always will be those few  irresponsible people who make it difficult for everyone 
else. I have noticed the  more negligent dog owners are not early risers, 
they tend to be in the park at a  later  hour. 
I cannot understand why anyone would want  to curtail this activity which 
brings such pleasure, psychological and  emotional, to many New Yorkers, and I 
ask you please, to let things stay as they  are.  
Sincerely 
Frances Kazan 



From: "Thereza Radiz" <tradiz@burnsmc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  5:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

For the past year and half I have been to the Park for birthdays,
picnics and meetings with friends I made through my dog. My dog loves it
so much that she pulls her way to the park every morning as if there is
anything she loves to do more than run with her friends and catch a ball
in the park. It has kept her in shape and as for me, all the walking I
do in the park between 6 and 9 am has helped me lose weight lowered down
my cholesterol.

 

 

 

 

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated. 
--------------------------------------------- 
This message may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this message is 
not the intended recipient, or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that you have received this electronic message in error and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
electronic message in error, please contact Burns McClellan immediately and delete the original message 
from your system. Thank you. Burns McClellan Inc. New York, NY. 



From: <RDavis1902@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  5:32 PM
Subject: Off Leash is Necessary

I didn't know how NECESSARY off leash hours are until I fell  ill. My very 
nice, very well mannered 100 lb. shepherd -type was restricted  to leashed walks 
when I was too sick to use Prospect Park's off  leash area for 3 days (We 
usually  spend an hour each  morning.)  
 
By the 3rd day the dog was jumping & barking at strangers -- dogs &  people.  
He'd been abused before his rescue & it was the  socialization available 
during "off leash" that enabled him to learn  that he could let people get close & 
not be hurt.
 
 This part of Brooklyn is full of people & dogs with similar  stories-- 
Picture the breakdown of behavior multiplied by hundreds or thousands,  and getting 
worse over weeks & months.
 
Come to Prospect Park's long meadow on a weekend between 7-9AM and see how  
peacefully & happily we get along  
 
Ricki Davis
Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY



From: "Janick Presse" <jpresse@pcm-us.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  5:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board,

The 20-year old off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy and as a result, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate
of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  Moreover, the
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a
sense of community.  Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in
NYC each year, thus reducing the number of dogs in the city's
overburdened shelters.  Ultimately, the off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am)
and only in certain designated locations.

Regards,

Janick Presse

This message is intended for the named recipient(s) only, and may contain information that is proprietary, 
confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not disseminate, distribute or 
copy this message or any attachment(s). If you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender immediately by replying to the message and delete the message and any attachments(s) from 
your system. This message is for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as an offer or 
solicitation to buy or sell any securities or related financial products or services. Thank you. 



From: Meeta Sidhu <msidhu001@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  6:00 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
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From: <MarkScope@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  6:05 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH ; AMEND SECION 161.05 OF THE HELTH CODE

Sir,
 
I am the owner of a dog adpted from the cacc. The 3rd one actually. My dog  
is young and I am not. I certainly could not give the animal the neessary  
exercise if he were to be ket on a leash. It would be too tiring for me and  
infective for the dog.
Now, I go everymorning with many other dog owner and watch the animals run,  
lay and teae each other. We are all happy in a very harmless way.
 
PLEASE DO NOT TAKE THAT AWAY FROM US.
 
Denise Baumann
71 est 77 street



From: "Stacy Buck" <stacybethlane@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006  7:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

There are so many reasons why the off-leash policy should stay in effect.
Most of all it creates a community for dog owners and dog lovers. People
gather every morning before work to enjoy each others company and socialize
their dogs. I've been going to the park for 2 years with my dog to enjoy
this time and I've never had any problems. The people who bring their dogs
are very aware of their dogs and what is going on around them - dogs are not
just running about wildly, they are carefully watched by both their owners
and other owners. This is the best chance the dogs have to exercise in NYC -
there are not enough dog runs and I have had more problems with the dog runs
than in the park. In the dog runs people sit and chat and do not pay
attention to their pets because they know they can't "escape" - dogs free to
run in the park are much more protected by their owners. Why do you want to
keep these dogs from exercising the way they are supposed to - not caged,
not in fear of being caged with dogs who bite and attack when their
negligent owners pay no attention to them in dog runs - it is for a couple
of hours in the morning, can other people really not walk around them?? I
urge you to please keep the off-leash policy in effect.

 

Sincerely,

Stacy Buck

 



From: Laura Nevins <ljnevins@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2006 10:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing in support of Save the Off-Leash Policy.
Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code. 

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy;  
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant
in the late evening and early morning hours;  
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Laura Lester

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
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From: "Linda Petrucci" <lindapetrucci@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  7:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
I live on West 101 Street next to Central Park and have taken my pit bull 
there almost every night since I got her 4 years ago.  People ask me how I 
can have such an energetic dog in the city, and I always tell them that that 
she is lucky, because she has a huge "backyard," full of places to run and 
sticks to chew on. People also ask me how I can go into Central Park at 
night, and I tell them that I feel safe since it is full of other people 
like me, taking a break from the city and hanging out with their dog.  
Finally, as a pit bull owner, I know that my dog is better socialized, and 
overall a more happy, and therefore safe dog because I can let her run 
around every night and burn off steam.
PLEASE KEEP THE OFF THE LEASH POLICY.  I enjoy this time with my dog 
immensely.

Thank you,
Linda Petrucci
5 W. 101 Street
NY NY 10025



From: Christine Harris <skiballet@sbcglobal.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  7:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please be aware that the off leash policy is a successful public health 
policy and that I (and many others)  believe that it allows dogs to get 
socialized which will decrease the rate of dog related incidents.

Thank you.

Christine Harris



From: Carol and George <cargeo1@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  8:14 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 of the HEALTH CODE

I am a dog owner who uses  Central Park every day where my dog plays with other dogs in a wonderful 
open environment.  The dogs are socialized, vaccinated, obedience trained.  The off-leash situation 
promotes community involvement (the ownerns actually get to know each other and share concerns).   
Our presence reduces crime, and biting incidents have decreased since the policy has been in place.  
Dogs allowed to interact with other dogs and with people off-leash are much less aggressive, discussed 
and witnessed by countless people.
Please Amend section 161.05.  
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Carol W. Williamson
32 W. 82nd St., Apt. 8A
New York, NY 10024



From: Chris Korczowski <chriskor80@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  8:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The NYC Off-Leash rules in Riverside, Prospect and Central Parks make 
New York one of the best places not only for an urban dog but for their 
owners as well.  I use the parks more than ever before and have met 
more new people in the past year of owning my dog than in 5 years 
prior.  My dog gets a good run and plays with dogs all over the city.  
Please do not take away this great socializing privilege for both dogs 
AND their owners!!



From: Dana Luther <dana_luther@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  9:38 PM
Subject: Support Off Leash Hours

To Whom It May Concern:
   
  Off lease hours should continue.  These few hours a day allow dogs to be capable of running and 
playing and socializing, which is vital to a dog's well-being.  The dog runs in the city, although a wonderful 
start, tend to be too small and too overcrowded to be beneficial to many dogs.  Off leash hours, which are 
only in the late evenings or early mornings, allow dogs to run more than the 10 or 15 feet most dog run 
allows.  These precious few hours are not too burdensome to the citizens of New York, and the benefits 
of the few hours far out weigh any sort of alleged burden the citizens may feel.  People have the "run" of 
the parks during all daylight hours.  Dog lovers and owners need to allow their dogs to be legally free to 
run and exercise without a leash.  While a dog is leashed, a dog will only get very limited exercise, as 
most owners cannot run as fast or as long as their dogs.  The late evenings and early mornings, while 
most families and people are settling down
 for the night or waking up for work, is not burdening the great majority of New Yorkers and would instead 
be greatly beneficial to New York dog owners and the dogs themselves.  Unfortunately, in New York, we 
do not have spacious living spaces or any open fields for our animals to be able to act like as their 
species generally acts.  The only time this is available is in the evenings and early mornings.  Please 
allow our dogs to not be stuck to a leash or to a small apartment their entire lives.  Allow our dogs some 
freedom: freedom to run at parks during the late night and early morning hours.  Keep off leash hours.  
   
  Thank you,
   
  Dana Luther

 
---------------------------------
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From: <DBascomEsq@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 10:19 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I have an elderly dog who has enjoyed the benefit of the off leash hour  
policy for years. While thirteen years old, he has maintained good health  because 
he receives regular exercise. 
 
In addition to the benefits he has received, the limited off  leashpolicy has 
fostered a sense of community and I have met many  dog-owners and made 
friends from our daily walks. Most of the dog walkers are  respectful of the rules 
and are vigilant about their dogs' behavior and are  careful about picking up 
their pets' waste. When there is some deviation  the dog owners are quick to 
fall upon the offender and make that offender toe  the line. We  have policed 
ourselves well.
 
I understand that NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs. The owners, too benefit from this policy, receiving their  
well needed exercise as well. The parks are safer due to the large number of 
pet  owners present, thus discouraging criminal behavior. Access to off-leash  
recreation opportunities also encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands  of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Certainly this is a worthy policy 
goal. 
 
The dog runs are a poor substitute. There are too few of them and many of  
the dogs dislike the surface, refusing to exercise in them. The dog runs have  
been criticized for concentrated the dogs in a small area and creating more  
barking.
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain low-use hours of the Park, and  only in 
certain designated locations. The proposed Board of Health amendments  
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  vaccinated.
 
Please maintain the quality of life for pet owners and their animals  and 
save the off leash policy. 
 
Very truly yours,
 
Donna Bascom
15 West 81 Street, Apt. 13-B
New York, N.Y. 10024
 



From: <Aymarie@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 10:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam,
 
I am writing in favor of the NYC off-leash policy.  The 20-year  off-leash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.   NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents.  This is  due in part to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  exercized 
dogs.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of  thousands of responsible 
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily  basis, fostering a true sense 
of community.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks 
safer, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours. Also, access to off-leash recreation  opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned  dogs in NYC each year.  
Since there are not enough dog runs available in  the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  designated areas of City 
parks, and is a great compromise for dog owners and non  dog-owners who use parks 
- it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again when parks open 
until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations.  I also support the 
proposed Board of Health amendments because  they promote responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and  vaccinated.
 
Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code.
Thank you for your time.
Best,
Amy Young



From: "Carine" <carinem@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006 12:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; 

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;    

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

Please save the Off-Leash Policy.

Thank you,

Carine Mitchell



From: Sofia von Stange <sofiavonstange@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  2:01 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Off-leash policy of courtesy hours should be preserved and extended to many more parks than currently 
enjoy it. Off-leash hours are good public policy as they allow owners to keep pets well-exercised and, 
therefore, well-behaved. Many dog runs are inadequate for serving the needs of dogs. The runs are too 
small, even encouraging poorer behavior in dogs. The runs have poor surfaces for the health of the dogs' 
feet. Most dogs will not run or frolic in a dog run beyond the puppy years. Adult dogs know that most of 
the runs are just largish cages.
   
  Cities like Seattle and San Diego have enlightened policies towards dogs, allowing for many large, 
natural, off-leash venues. New York City should also offer its dogs and their owners such resources.
   
  Dog owners frequent the parks a great deal more than most other groups and thus create an safe 
atmosphere in the parks by our presence, we pay taxes for these parks and expect to be able to use 
them to safely exercise our dogs. Off-leash courtesy hours should be law.
  Thank you.
   

 
---------------------------------
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From: <Mondajacquie@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  9:12 AM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH:AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing this morning in support of the offleash policy. The short  
amount of time permissible is necessary for the dogs to play together and to get  
exercise.  I have a young dog who has learned to behave and to play well by  
socializing with the older dogs. I have lived in this neighborhood for nine  
years and can say that having had a dog for only one year that I have gotten to  
know better many of my neighbors, especially the older ones with dogs.   
People feel freer to communicate with each other as I believe the prevailing  
thought is that a dog owner must be a nice person. That is sad, but we do live  in 
a big city. I've gotten to know the park personnel who are extremely friendly  
and polite.  Many of them know a number of the dogs' names and know their  
owners.  The park feels like a small town community.
The dogs I have encountered are vaccinated and pose no health risk and none  
that I have met has every jumped on me.  They are friendly and ready to  play.
It would be very sad if dogs were not permitted a little time to run  around, 
just as our children do.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Greaves
1 West 85th Street
New York NY 10024



From: BROOKS WHITE <whitelaw1@optonline.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  9:32 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Sir or Ms.:

I lived near Prospect Park, Brooklyn for over 25 years. I have had two dogs during this period (about 20 
years) and have taken both to the Park on weekends before 9 am and run them off the leash. My usual 
routine is to walk the Long Meadow with him, passed the picnic area and the ballparks. In this time, I 
have never seen anyone attacked by a dog. I have seen dogs attack other dogs (usually play turning to 
violence). In fact, there are very few people in the Park at this time who do not own dogs, save in the 
summer when those who come early to the picnic area bring food and reserve their table and most 
recently the St. Francis Baseball League. A few of those who picnic can get abusive (although bringing 
food, I am not sure what they expect the dogs - not sniff it), but they have not been attacked. I do have 
concern about the Baseball League (which my son had played in) as they are little kids who sometimes 
can get excited, which makes you cautious as a dog owner. I doubt that St. Francis has a permit for this 
hour, and that these are just coaches getting their teams out early. My son having played, I find no 
reason for them doing this. Again, even here, dogs have not bothered the kids, and generally get pets.

It is vital for dogs, especially large dogs to run to stay healthy. They cannot do this on a leash. It also 
keeps them calmer once on the leash as they have run out a lot of excess energy. I moved to this area to 
be near the Park, for this an other reasons.

In fact, for a good number of years it was not possible to go into this Park without worrying about your 
safety. This was particularly true in the wooded trail areas. The dog owners who took their dogs into the 
Park without leashes (and I am one)  helped to bring back the Park, so that it is now safe in all areas.

I suspect those who want to have 24hour leash rules, in the Parks, are probably scared of dogs. While 
there are some dogs to be scared of (and if you know dogs, you can tell by looking at them), it is 
unfortunately an irrational fear on their part. They might want to seek help in overcoming this fear, as 
dogs are by nature generally caring animals who will only attack when attacked.

Please make these offleash rules permanent.

Thank you.

Brooks White

295 St. John's Pl 2A
Brooklyn, NY 11238



From: Karen Newman <karen.newman@nyu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 22, 2006  9:49 AM
Subject: off leash hours

To the Health Board,
    I write to urge you to continue the longtime, successful policy of 
allowing off leash hours in the park--they have worked well and are 
good for our pets with whom we share the city. Though I do not have a 
dog at this time, it has been my experience that those with dogs are 
extremely conscientious in making sure they clean up after their dogs, 
often moreso than those who use leashes and litter our sidewalks.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Karen Newman 



Resolution Comments - Save Off-Leash Policy address 

  
  
I am writting to urge the Board of Heath to NOT ammend the Off-Leash policy in NYC Public Parks.  The 
allocated off-leash hours are such low-attendace hours of non-dog owners, that the hundreds of resposible dog 
owners with well-behaved dogs creates a positive presence in the parks at otherwise unsafe hours.  These 
owners and their dogs use the public property at a time when the resource otherwise lies unused to foster an 
enourmous sense of community that would otherwise not exist.  Positive dog training, behavior and clean-up is 
promoted between dog owners during the fully utilized Off-Leash hours.   The freedom for dogs as well as their 
owners is irreplacible with in the confines of the city streets. Owners have a calm, peaceful feeling while allowing 
their dogs socialization and exercsize before returning to the streets.  This allows for less anxious dogs and 
owners and promotes a lower rate of dog-related incidents.  The benefits of Off-Leash hours are numerous and 
clearly outweight the opposition.  Please keep in place this 20-year old policy. 
  
Thank you,  
Laura Rogove 
140 8th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Prospect Park User 
 

Get today's hot entertainment gossip 

From:    "Laura Frey" <butterfrey@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/25/2006 9:28 AM
Subject:   Save Off-Leash Policy address
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From: "silvia fuster" <s_fuster@hotmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  8:42 AM
Subject: Do not Change the Leash Law

To Whom it May Concern,

I am a dog-owner and resident of Manhattan.  I am STRONGLY opposed to the 
possible change in the leash law.  Dogs owners should continue to be allowed 
to have their dogs off the leash before 9am.  This is very important to the 
well-being of dogs in the city.

Thank you,

Silvia Fuster



From: "Judith Z. Miller" <zeldaarts@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  3:38 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save theOff-Leash  Policy

To Whom This May Concern:

I have been a companion to canines all of my life. In my experience, 
the animals that behave the best are those that are socialized by 
running freely among people and animals. If they don't learn to 
socialize in this way, they can become frustrated, feel pent-up and 
they may become aggressive towards both humans an animals.

While I recognize the concerns of some that a group of dogs running 
the park might appear intimidating, I would suggest instead of 
limiting the rights of dogs and dog companions - improve enforcement 
of laws against aggressive dogs and companions who don't properly 
care for and train their dogs.

I happen to own a very large dog - a Great Dane. If she was not 
socialized in the park EVERY DAY during off leash hours, I cannot 
even imagine how wild she might have become. Sometimes on the street 
people who have had bad experiences with dogs are frightened of her. 
I use this reaction as an opportunity to educate, as Danes happen to 
be one of the most gentle and child-friendly of breeds (hence their 
nickname as "The Gentle Giant.")

Often I say to people: "How many humans have hurt you in your 
life-time?  And you still continue to interact and trust humans!" ... 
if ONE dog behaved badly, often people generalize this experience to 
ALL dogs - often because they don't know how to interact with dogs or 
read their signals.  Instead of limiting a dogs freedom, why not hold 
public education classes about HOW to interact with dogs - and also 
education classes for dog owners to learn more about socializing 
their dogs properly?

I personally have spent many wonderful hours in the park with my dog, 
meeting and greeting other dog owners, playing with other dogs, 
introducing bystanders who happen to be drawn to the beauty and size 
and personality of my dog, and teaching them about dogs. My dog 
"Zuli" and I have marched at the head of the Halloween Parade here in 
the Slope and, because of our walks in the neighborhood over many 
years, she is literally "famous" and loved by thousands -- If I walk 
down the street WITHOUT HER, people call out from their cars asking 
me where she is! Zuli is a beloved canine because because of proper 
training and socialization.

Humans are animals - and we need to learn to live with other people 
and with other animals. We are part of nature - not above it!  There 
are thousands and thousands of dog owners in Brooklyn who add to the 
diversity and excitement of the borough  - and who help provide a 
SAFE place for others to play -- my dog has STOPPED FIGHTS between 
humans and protected children from abuse. She could not have learned 
these skills without being properly socialized.

Thank you for reading my letter.



Judith Z. Miller
-- 
WWW.ZAMO-ZAMO.COM

"If food and shelter give us life, the arts give us something to live for."
Thomas H. Kean

"We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give."
Winston Churchill



From: <MaryTMacDonald@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  7:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

Walking my dog in Central Park and allowing him to socialize with others has 
been an incredible social activity my myself, my dog and a tribute to New York 
City where many tourists think of as a city of cold skyscrapers.   

My dog receives exercise he would not receive without the no-leash laws.   We 
keep the park clean.   Not only from the dog but by caring about the park as 
a whole and supporting the Conservancy.

I have a better feeling of safety since the dogs playing in the fields seem 
to keep other more desirables away -- not able to sleep and drink in the middle 
of a field of playful dogs.

Pleae retain the policy.

Mary T. MacDonald
MACCI Design Studio International
26 East 63rd Street
New York City, NY    10021

(305) 442-0744 - O
(305) 529-1111 - F
(646) 515-4400 - C



From: <Buttonsize54@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  8:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in  your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Eric  Brooks" <EricHBrooks@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  9:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I urge the Board of Health to amend regulations to codify the current off-lease practices.  New York City's 
quality of life is difficult, and the ability to have dogs off leash during designated hours and in designated 
sections of the park makes city living more tolerable.  Although my dog  has died, the ability to let him 
walk in Prospect Park in the morning significantly benefited my health (as well as his) by getting me out 
on a rigorous walk every day.  Being off leash helps to socialize dogs which provides benefits to humans 
when they are off the leash as well as when they are on leash outside of the parks.  

The presence of  hundreds of dog walkers makes the park safer in the late evening and early morning 
hours -- dog walkers are de facto "eyes and ears" security patrols.  

As a dog owner, I learned to appreciate the importance of parks to the City. I have joined the Prospect 
Park Alliance when I was a dog owner and, through my continued membership, continue to contributed to 
the maintenance and upkeep of the Park.  I do this through volunteer activities as well as contributions.  
Many Park volunteers and Alliance contributors got involved through their visits to the Park with their 
dogs.  We also contribute through groups like FIDO.

City living is a compromise and the compromise of off-leash rules in the early morning and late evening 
hours is a workable solution that balances the interests of all Park users.

Eric Brooks
EricHBrooks@mindspring.com
341 6th St., Apt. 2R
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: Nicola Pitchford <pitchfordn@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  9:40 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing, as a responsible New York City dog owner, to urge the  
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to make official the  
unofficial off-leash hours policy that has been in effect in many NYC  
parks for the past two decades. I would argue that this 9pm-to-9am  
policy has been a great success.

I am deeply convinced from personal experience that dogs who play  
together off-leash are better socialized and better behaved than dogs  
kept away from other dogs. The dogs behave better and the owners know  
that they have to take responsibility for training their dogs to a  
point where they come on command and are not aggressive with strange  
dogs or people.

In addition, the gatherings of dog owners in off-leash areas in the  
early morning and evening hours have great benefits for NYC and for  
NYC's public parks. People mingle and create communities across the  
normal barriers of race and class, simply because they are brought  
together by their dogs. I know so many people in my neighborhood --  
people from all walks of life (including homeless people who 'live'  
in the park) -- simply because we stand together while our dogs play.  
In addition, it is common sense that parks where people gather during  
off-peak hours are safer -- with less opportunity for criminals to go  
about their business -- than parks that are only used during the day.  
I have seen this change taking place in the parks near my Harlem home.

Please amend the Health Code to make off-leash hours an official part  
of responsible dog ownership in New York City.

Sincerely,
Nicola Pitchford
Harlem, NYC



From: <ABIMIKE@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 10:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

HEALTH BOARD MEMBERS
 
BELOW ARE REASONS TO KEEP THE OFF LEASH POLICY IN EFFECT.
 
 
--The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  
 
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to  
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized  
dogs;  
 
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,  
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning  hours;  
 
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible  dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community;  
 
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt  
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
 
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
 parks; 
 
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  
 
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
RUTH NEMITOFF
CONCERNED DOG OWNER
RESIDENT OF NYC FOR OVER 40 YEARS 



From: "Todd Helman" <thelman@kyphon.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 10:11 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to express my support for the off leash policy in the NYC
Parks. I am a dog owner who has lived in NYC for the past 7 years. Going
to Central Park with my dog Madison for the last year and an a half has
been the most enjoyable experience I have had since I moved to NYC. We
go every Monday and Friday at 8am. She runs around with her dog friends
like Willy and Daisy and I watch and smile with all the other
responsible dog owners that we have met there. I could not imagine why
any one would want to take this simple joy away from me and more
importantly from her.

This email and any attachments thereto may contain private, confidential, and privileged material for the 
sole use of the intended recipient. Any review, copying, or distribution of this email (or any attachments 
thereto) by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender 
immediately and permanently delete the original and any copies of this email and any attachments 
thereto. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the 
sender specifically states them to be the views of Kyphon.



From: <paridrou@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 10:59 AM
Subject: Off-leash hearing

 I am writing to express my concern in the event Article 161 of the New York health Code is amended to 
require that dogs be on leashes 24/7.
 
Whether we live and work in the City or the other boroughs, life is occasionally stressful on a daily basis.  
The one time of day that is special and in particular calming for me is my walks with my dog.  It is 
especially pleasant to be able to walk your pet through centarl Park with all the other dogs and enjoy the 
peace and quiet and serenness of the park. 
 
It is obviously enjoyable for our pets and makes for happy pets, who look forward to their daily walks and 
"socializing" with other dogs.  There is sense of comraderie among dog owners and a sense of 
community that benefits everyone in the community.  
 
I have not witnessed any inappropriate behavior by dog owners on the rare occasion that a dog becomes 
unruly with other dogs.  I certainly have not witnessed any dogs becoming aggressive with people.  In a 
situation where the dogs have become aggressive with each other, it is handled immediately and without 
harmful incidences.  In fact, large, medium or small dogs get along very well together in my community.
 
Taking away the freedom these dogs have in the limited hours each day will, in my opinion shortcut the 
positive behavior that has been developed as a result of the current off leash law.  Dogs and their owners 
have developed a confidence to walk side by side peacefully and calmly through the park.  I have never 
seen such calm, well behaved dogs then when I started walking through the park in off leash hours.  I 
believe that as a result of these priveledged hours, the respect we have given to our pets has resulted in 
good behavior.  After all, our four legged companions just want o please their owners.  
 
The masses of dog owners who are respectful of the current law should not be penalized for the few who 
are irresponsible dog owners.  
 
Respectfully submitted.
 
Pari Drouzas    
 
    
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

CC: <paridrou@aol.com>



From: <CardiacCath1103@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  9:10 PM
Subject: Re: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161.05 of the New York City Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant,
 
Please enter the attached letter into the public record with regards  to the 
proposed Leash Law Amendment (161.05).
 
Thank you.



Ed Frawley 
Leerburg Video & Kennel 

PO Box 218 
Menomonie, WI 54751 

(715) 235-6502 

October 29th, 2006 
 
Ms. Rena Bryant 
Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street CN-31 
New York, NY 10013 
 

RE: The Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code 
 
Dear Ms. Bryant: 
 
It has been brought to my attention that the NYC Department of Health is considering giving the NYC 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation the authority to relax the leash law in city parks to allow for off-
leash recreation.  I am writing to tell you that this is a very bad idea.   
 
First, I would like to give you a little information about my background as a dog training expert. I have 
owned dogs since the 1950s. I grew up with dogs in the family and started to take training seriously in high 
school.  I have been training German Shepherds for 45 years.  I started Leerburg Video & Kennel in the 
mid-1970s. Leerburg is a professional video studio that specializes in producing dog training videos and 
DVDs. Leerburg Kennels is also one of the top German Shepherd breeding facilities in America. My dogs 
work in law enforcement, search and rescue, and personal protection.  Since starting my video business in 
1980, I have produced over 120 dog training videos.  The quality of my work is recognized around the 
world as the best dog training videos available anywhere. 

About once every couple of days I get an e-mail from someone asking about problems with their dogs 
being attacked while they are on walks or running loose at a local park.  People question me on how to deal 
with overly aggressive dogs that belong to other people. Some people want to know if they should just let 
the dogs work out the problems themselves. 

I want to go on record as saying that the concept of off-leash was well intended but a bad idea. I do not 
recommend that the Commissioner of Parks be given the authority to allow dogs to be off-leash in crowded 
NYC parks. 

The average person does not understand how strong the pack instinct is in dogs. These drives click into 
high gear when a dog is taken into a park with other dogs. Dogs that have walked in a park over a long 
period begin to look at the park as their own. When they then encounter new visitors with dogs they look at 
them as intruders in “their personal territory.” This leads to territorial aggression. 

When there is a group of dogs that are allowed to run together, they instinctively try to establish a pack 
with rank order (or pack order). If there are several dogs that want to assume the role of pack leader there 
are going to be dog fights.  When inexperienced pet owners try and break up a dog fight they often get 
bitten. I invite you to read the article I wrote entitled “HOW TO BREAK UP A DOG FIGHT WITHOUT 
GETTING HURT” at www.leerburg.com/dogfight.htm.  I wrote that article because of the number of e-
mails I get from people who were badly injured while attempting to break up a fight between dogs.  

The problem with dog fights is that once a dog has been attacked it often assumes the position that a good 
offense is the best defense. These dogs become habitual dog fighters - once again a dangerous situation. 



 

Just because a dog plays with certain dogs does not mean that it will play with other dogs. A group of dogs 
that meet daily form their own dog pack. This pack can exist and play together for long periods of time but 
the day a new dog comes along the entire pack structure changes and EVERY DOG in that pack has to 
reset his rank. So you see dogs that have played together for a long time would now fight one another. 

If new owners do everything right when their pup is young the dog can grow up to be a confident, strong 
dog if it has the genes to allow this to happen. But in the hands of the wrong person the same dog can grow 
up to be a basket case.  Too many people out there lack common sense or the experience to properly train a 
dog. 

The Parks Commissioner cannot assume that every dog in the park is a well-mannered, well-trained pet and 
that every dog owner is a well-trained dog handler. 

 

While some breeds are predisposed to fight more than others, every breed has its own bullies. And there are 
too many people that don't come close to the label of being a “responsible pet owner.”  



Dog fighting is serious business. Animals get hurt and more importantly people get hurt trying to break up 
dog fights.  And as health commissioners charged with the responsibility of protecting the public from 
harm, I am sure that you do not want to see this happen.  

 

Notice the ball in the 
one dog's mouth - 
allowing only one dog to
have a toy will often 
trigger a dog attack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having the safety of both people and dogs in mind, I respectfully advise that you choose not to amend the 
leash law to grant the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation the authority to allow off-leash recreation 
within parks throughout the city of New York. Should your commission choose to ignore this advice, I 
recommend that you visit with the city’s Corporation Counsel because I believe you will be looking at a 
dramatic increase in lawsuits against the city for negligence. 

Thank you. 

Yours truly, 

 

Ed Frawley 

frawley@leerburg.com

 



From: "Lynn Goldstein" <lhgolds@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 11:14 AM
Subject: Support of off leash hours

Rena Bryant,
I am writing this email in support of off leash hours in Cental Park.  I 
have been a dog owner for about a year now.  I have a 15 month old puppy who 
absolutely needs these off leash hours.  They have provided my dog much 
needed exercise and peace of mind for myself. The 20 year old off leash hour 
policy is a proven and successful health policy.  New York City is enjoying 
an historical low rate of dog related incidents due to the offleash hours, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  I have seen from 
experience with my own dog, because of these hours where he can run and play 
he is calmer and more easily managed.
Dog owners in NYC pakrs have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since 
they are present and vigilant in the late evening hours and early morning 
hours.  I never used to think I would feel safe waling my dog in the evening 
in Central Park but it feels so safe with all the other dog owners out there 
with us.  I have a wonderful community of friends that I never knew existed 
since I got my dog.
If it wasn't for these hours I would have probably not gotten a dog. I 
adopted my dog from a shelter, he now has a much needed home and so do so 
many other dogs.  Without these hours, I would have not gotten a dog in NYC 
and I know many others who feel the same.  These hours are giving many dogs 
homes and loving families because we have a place to take them to run, NYC 
is such a dog friendly city.
I Have never in the year that I have been taking my dog to the park seen any 
dog hurt or attack anyone in the park.  Off leash dogs are happy and safe 
dogs.

Thank you for your time and attention
Lynn Goldstein
NYC resident since 1995



From: "mia moreland" <miamoreland@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 11:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to categorically express my support for the Off-Leash Policy
and my dismay at the very idea that it may be revoked. I do not believe that
concerns over the dangers of allowing dogs to run off-leash during
designated hours and in designated areas are warranted in any way. The 20
year off-leash policy has allowed NYC an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents, as there is no doubt that it fosters better
socialized and less problematic dogs. Dog-owners are by far some of the most
vigilant and community-aware people that this city has. They are out and
about at all hours of the day, in all weather, and therefore they are a
constant presence and a deterrent for crime and anti-social behaviour.
Revoking the off-leash law would see a dramatic drop in the number of people
attending the city's parks, and also in the number of people willing give a
home to a dog in a shelter that would otherwise be euthanized, costing the
city more money in what is, in essence, a completely futile exercise. It is
not necessary.

Please, please, please hear the voice of the millions of concerned dog
owners who live here and love the current dog-friendly attitude of local
parks and businesses. I for one would have had second thoughts about moving
to New York with my dog if I thought there was no place for her to explore
and enjoy beyond the confines of our apartment and the end of a leash. Not
only is the off-leash law a positive experience for park users, fostering
social awareness and teaching our children the joys of happy pets, but it is
an absolutely necessary one for dog-owners and their canine family members.

Sincerely,

Mia Moreland & Scotty Mitchell.



From: <DogRunDeb@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 11:30 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of allowing responsible, respectful dog owners to  
exercise their dogs off-leash in public parks in NYC during the hours of 9 pm to 
 9 am.  Dogs and dog owners make the parks safer and contribute to the  
overall well-being of New York City's communities.  This policy should be  
available in all parks in the city, even if the park has an established "dog  run" for 
use during the regular daytime hours.  
 
Thank you.



From: "Patricia Connolly" <jocpatcon@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:00 PM
Subject: leash law

As a long time dog owner and 39 year resident of New York City, I really 
support the off-leash hours we now have.  I leave home at 5.30 am in the 
morning, and walk from my apartment on 36th Street, between Lexington and 
Park, to 102nd Street via Central Park.  This is my day's exercise and that 
of my dog.

Because he's had a full two-hour workout every day he's a calm, easygoing 
dog. I have  been following this routine with my present dog and his 
predecessor now for about 18 years.  This is not only my dog's daily 
exercise, it's mine.

I really rely on catching up with the friends I have made in the park over 
the years, and I would seriously consider leaving the city should it become 
impossible to run my dog off the leash without risking a ticket.  I'm 68 
years old, I work very often seven days a week, and my daily hike through 
Central Park with my dog plays a very significant part in keeping me in 
excellent health, and able to work the impossible hours a freelance book 
editor has to work to make a living.

What I WOULD like to see is a crackdown on people who walk their dogs off 
the leash in the STREET.  That's wrong, it's stupid, and it can start a dog 
fight.  Please consider my views seriously.

J. Patricia Connolly 110 East 36 Street Apt 10c New York, NY 10016 
212/889-0298



From: "Sara Pyle" <poukah@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:08 PM
Subject: [From Vwall: Suspected SPAM]: Save%20the%20Off-Leas 
h%20Policy,%20Please%20Amend%20Section%20161.05%20of%20the% 20Health%20Code

Sir/Madam:

I come down on the side of preserving the 9 pm - 9 am off-leash
hours for dog owners.  I have 3 companion dogs who use Inwood
Hill Park in Northern Manhattan.  This is a 200-acre park with an
actual forest (though we must stay on trails). There is plenty of
room for well-behaved dogs to play off-leash, particularly late
at night when absolutely no one else is in the park.

I emphasize 'well-behaved' because aggressive dogs have to
be leashed at all times. 

 Similarly, common sense dictates that 
dogs who don't respond to a "Come" command will remain
leashed, as has always been the case. (One of my dogs
would never be allowed off leash because he doesn't listen
and I do not want to lose him.)

Allowing dogs loose does not relieve owners of their legal
obligation to clean up when their dog defecates. This is
a big problem in certain poorer neighborhoods (I work in
East Harlem, where one has to be careful where one walks
in the street and on the sidewalk....yet dog owners who use
Jefferson Park seem respect the pooper-scooper laws.)

The current law has been working for years, and I cannot
see a reason to change it except to cater to the sensibilities
of folks who don't like the idea  of "dogs roaming freely,"
whereas, in reality, dogs have never roamed free and
never would.

Dogs who get sufficient exercise and social contact are better
behaved, thus reducing the danger of on-leash dogs.

Keep the current law and  enforce the pooper-scooper law. 
The latter was done under Koch and the city was much cleaner.

Sincerely,
Sara E. Pyle
600 West 218 Street, Apt. 4D
New York, NY 10034-1013
212-569-8766



From: <AviLewis@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:09 PM
Subject: NOTICE OF INTENTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY  
HEALTH CODE

I am opposed to proposals to amend New York City Health Code Article 161 to  
permit dogs to be unleashed in New York City parks.  I am a resident of New  
York City and a regular user of New York City parks, primarily Marine and  
Prospect Parks in Brooklyn.  I object for the following reasons.
 
-It is my experience that the owners of unleashed dogs are far less likely  
to comply with "pooper scooper" regulations.  
 
-Dog feces deposited and left on ground surfaces can be a serious  health 
hazard to those (often children) coming into contact with those surfaces,  even 
after the feces are no longer visible.  Tape worm eggs, for  example, are very 
durable and maintain their viability even after long  periods of varying 
temperatures and desiccation.
 
-Unleashed dogs, even "friendly" dogs, can become excited and bite or jump  
on people; when those people are children or the elderly, these "friendly"  
encounters can be physically or emotionally traumatic.
 
-It can be impossible to make owners of unleashed dogs accountable for  their 
animals.  I have often observed unleashed dogs on the Marine Park  sports 
fields which are so far from their owners that it's impossible to  determine 
which dogs belong to which owners.
 
-Unleashed dogs threaten the parks' native wildlife.  I was present  when a 
dog owner, admonished by an Urban Park Ranger to keep her dog on its  leash, 
responded that her dog was "just chasing rabbits".  At Saltmarsh  Nature Center, 
at the south end of Marine Park, unleashed dogs are regularly  seen.  There 
is no effective way to differentiate between areas within  a park where 
unleashed dogs are and are not permitted. New York City Parks  contain federally 
protected migrant birds, including ground nesting, endangered  species; there is 
no way to protect these birds from unleashed dogs. 
 
-It is not reasonable for those exercising in the early morning on walking  
or jogging trails in parks to be confronted by unleashed dogs.  Dogs  naturally 
are inclined to chase anything running; park users should have the  right to 
exercise without being chased by unleashed dogs.
 
-Lastly, in a city in which enforcing leash laws and "pooper-scooper" laws  
is generally difficult, any relaxation of leash laws in public spaces sends a  
confusing signal to the public, dog owners and others alike, on our  
expectations for the control of dogs in our city.
 
Robert G. Lewis
4353 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11229  
 



From: "Dennis OSullivan" <dennis.osullivan@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:12 PM
Subject: NYC Leash Law

Dear Sir or Madam:
I am writing you to register my support for the continuation or further
liberalization of the current leash law. While I do not currently own a dog,
I have had the pleasure of walking my dogs off-leash for years. In that time
I never had an incident that endangered the safety of other dogs or humans.
Off-leash exercise is an essential component to the health of canines, as
well as a necessary element for social interaction.
I would urge you to maintain the status quo as it pertains to this law, or
in the alternative, to expand the privilege allowing dogs to be kept
off-leash for longer periosd of time.
Please do not allow the anxious concerns of a few to restrict the liberties
of thousands of pet owners throughout the city.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Dennis O'Sullivan



From: "Lisa Rose" <lhrose@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:15 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash Policy.

I feel very strongly that this policy makes for more responsible dog
owners!  Dogs that are well exercised are quieter and calmer!   I firmly
believe that dog owners who abide by the off-leash rules are good citizens
and good neighbors.

Please help us maintain this very important policy.

Thanks,
Lisa Rose
451 8th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: <Spence151515@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

your, 
eileen m barrett



From: <Spence151515@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:27 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year  Offleash Hours 
policy is proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC  is enjoying a 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash  hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are  present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The  off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners  and their dogs 
to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  community;  --Access 
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages  people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each  year;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners  and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours, and only in  certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments  promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and  vaccinated.
 
 
Martin P. Barrett



From: <acupressur@aol.com>
To: <Resolutioncomment@health.nyc.gov>, <Resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 10:15 PM
Subject: Article 161 Health Code

Robert Gochfeld
Attorney at Law
1312 Ditmas Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11226-6504
Telephone: 917 - 755 - 4686
FAX: 718 - 941 - 8342
October 28, 2006
Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
CN-31
125 Worth Street
New York, NY 10013
Telephone: 212-788-5010
FAX: 212-788-4315
E-Mail: RESOLUTIONCOMMENT@HEALTH.NYC.GOV 
 
Re: Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code
 
To Members of the Board of Health:
 
I write this letter in OPPOSITION to a change in the jurisdiction over the leash law in New York City that 
would or might allow the Department of Parks and Recreation to relax or abolish the requirement that 
dogs at all times be kept on a leash no more than six feet long and not be allowed to run free.
 
Dogs Ruin Parks
I have owned dogs. I have walked dogs in Prospect Park. I have spent many hours in Prospect Park and 
other parks, not with my own dog but surrounded by the unleashed and uncurbed dogs of seemingly 
countless inattentive people, dog owners and dog walkers. I am appalled and disgusted by the manner in 
which off-leash dogs have torn the parks (particularly Prospect Park) apart, digging holes in newly 
planted areas and tearing up the newly planted underbrush. And I am appalled and disgusted by the 
manner in which their packs have overrun recreational areas (the Long Meadow and the Nethermead), 
essentially precluding their use by people. And I am appalled and disgusted by the smell that they have 
created in certain areas that have become large canine urinals, with dog after dog urinating on the same 
spot to overmark the scent of the previous dog, such that the stench emanating from an area the size of a 
football field between the Friends Cemetery and Lookout Hill in Prospect Park now must surely violate the 
New York City Health Code.
 
Parks are For People
I am appalled, but not at all surprised, that the arrogant, contemptuous, self-righteous, dog-obsessed 
owners have demanded greater freedom to turn our public parks into their private, scent-stenched dog 
runs, turning them over to domestic dog packs and creating a people-free zone, turning the tables on the 
notion of parks for people. 
 
People pay taxes. People have rights to the quiet enjoyment of their parks. Dogs do not have civil rights, 
and dog owners must be bound by the rights of the majority of us, who don’t own dogs, to the quiet (and 
unscented) enjoyment of our parks. Ownership of dogs comes with the understanding that dogs are not 
privileged, that there is a responsibility that dogs be kept in check, that dogs be cleaned up after, that 
dogs not be allowed to dominate the parks. 
 
Some dog owners appear to anthropomorphize their dogs. Dogs are pets, not humans. They don’t 



behave as humans. They do not think or act as responsibly as humans. They don’t have the same rights 
as humans. Clearly; however, they already have been deemed to have privileges not accorded to 
humans. Humans get a summons for urinating in public. Dogs get a pat on their heads.
 
Off-Leash Dogs Do Not Reduce Crime
It has been alleged that free-running dogs reduce crime rates in parks, (notwithstanding the fact that 
free-running dogs are, in and of themselves, the result of their handlers’ violation of law.) It is wishful 
thinking by dog owners and dog promoters to believe that their pets reduce crime. Most free-running dogs 
are interested in chasing wildlife, chasing and sniffing each other and rooting around in the shrubbery. 
Criminals probably do not fear them (some own them). My observation, from adolescence, has been that, 
if two individuals are playing roughly in the presence of a free running dog, the dog will not rescue the 
flailing "victim" but rather, as a matter of pack instinct, will join in the attack, viewing the victim as prey, 
such that, in the case of a mugging, the victim might fare worse from a dog than the mugger, allowing the 
mugger to escape.
 
The Leash Law Promotes Control and Responsibility
A dog off-leash (or even on a long, stretch leash) is a dog out of control. They do bite. They do fight. They 
do cause property damage. It is often hard keeping a dog on a leash, particularly a large, strong dog; 
however, the handler’s difficulty in controlling a dog is not a reason to unleash that dog, thereby relieving 
the handler and transferring the burden of control to everyone else in the dog’s path. Unleashing a dog 
gives its handler a license to be irresponsible. The present leash law promotes the exercise of control and 
responsibility and that is as it should be. It should be enforced without exception.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Gochfeld
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

CC: <yassky@council.nyc.ny.us>, <james@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, <mealy@council.nyc.ny.us>, <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<quinn@council.nyc.ny.us>, <info@BrooklynCB6.org>, <communityboard7@yahoo.com>, 
<info@communitybrd9bklyn.org>, <bklcb14@optonline.net>, <askmarty@brooklynbp.nyc.gov>, 
<citybirder@earthlink.net>, <fresha2411@aol.com>



From: "Joan Horton" <joan@hortongroupnyc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: <Guenther5@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:44 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Sir or Madam,
 
I am writing to you regarding the importance of letting dog owners in New  
York City let their dogs off-leash in the parks in the evening.  While  there 
are many benefits to this policy (brings members of the community  together, its 
important for the dogs' health, etc.), I would like to focus on  one aspect: 
safety.  If you have not done so already, I would invite you to  go into 
Central Park at night - you will immediately notice that the majority of  people in 
the park are dog owners taking advantage of the open spaces.  I  live on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan, and I enter the park at 81st  Street.  I 
typically take my dog out between 9 pm and 11 pm at night.   The park is full of 
people letting their dogs off leash in a responsible  manner.  Due to the number 
of people around, I feel safe enough to walk  deep into the park, despite the 
darkness that keeps many people away due to the  fear of crime.  The large 
number of people walking with their dogs has  benefits to the other Park visitors 
- there are joggers, cyclists and others  taking advantage of the park at 
night, knowing that it is safe with people  around.  While this is not to minimize 
the central role of the Police in  keeping Central Park safe at night, I 
don't think you can discount the  importance of people walking their dogs.  We 
even act as eyes and ears for  the Police - I know of dog walkers who have 
approached the police to tell them  of suspicious behavior they have seen.  
 
If the opportunity to let ones dog off-leash was eliminated, many of  these 
dog walkers would no longer go into Central Park at night.  I believe  that 
would immediately heighten the danger of others who use the Park. 
 
As you discuss this issue, please keep what I said in mind.  And I  would 
like to say, as a final point, that while I can't speak for every dog  owner in 
the city, the ones I have gotten to know in Central Park are friendly,  
responsible people who understand that letting their dogs off leash is a  privilege, 
and they do everything they can to make sure that other park  visitors are not 
inconvenienced or made uncomfortable by the presence of  their dogs.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Sincerely,
Chris Guenther
118 West 79th St.
Apt. 3D
New York, NY 10024



From: <julie@wellspringfundraising.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealthCode

To Whom it May Concern:

I would like to add my own voice to this discussion in favor of the 20-year old off-leash hours policy.  This 
policy fosters better socialized dogs and helps dogs and their owners get needed exercise.  In addition, 
dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant 
in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks 
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  I also believe the community of dog owners 
does a great deal to police itself.  Owners whose dogs are clearly out of control, who do not obey rules, 
who do not clean up after their dogs, and who commit other infractions are nearly always approached by 
other dog owners to be responsible and control their dogs.  As dog owners, we all realize that acceptance 
by each other, by the community of non-dog owners and by policy makers is the only way to maintain the 
off-leash policy and access to the parks we and our dogs so enjoy.  

Julie Carr Wityk and the Wityk Family, 
which includes our Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Charlie 
560 West 218th Street
New York, NY 10034
We Love Inwood Hill Park!!!

-- 
Julie Wityk
Wellspring Fundraising Inc.
telephone: 646-894-0803
fax: 212-569-6897
email: julie@wellspringfundraising.com



From: <KAM1915@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I hope the off leash hours will continue because it maintains the good health 
of both dogs and their owners.

The off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy; 
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs; 
In fact, off leash does a better job of fostering those behaviors   than a 
dog run.--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning 
hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of people and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a 
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only 
in certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you,

Kathryn Myers



From: <anieves5@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  1:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the HealthCode

The number of people living in this city has increased and those moving here with dogs has 
also grown. Why 
then is the City looking to discourage them from using the City's Parks and instead place 
them on the streets? 
The Parks were meant to be used by all and not just those who simply don't like dogs. I use 
the cities parks and 
the dogs are never a problem. Most dog owners I've come across in the City Parks are 
responsible for their dogs 
by cleaning up after them, insuring they keep away from those who might be frightened of 
them (which is few). 
Most people are curious of the dogs and want to interact with them as on many occasions 
I've witnessed 
parents bringing their children up to be introduced to the dogs through their owners. If 
anything this 
association tends to think of the park as their own backyard dictating it's use to all others. 
Their misuse of their 
positions on the association, and some also serving on the Community Board, gives them the 
perception that 
they are above all others and therefore use these opportunities to feel some type of 
empowerment.

Do not allow the dog owners of this city to be misplaced as outsiders to the City's public 
spaces. Change the 
law to protect them and continue the use of parks for dogs and all others for another 20 
years. These dog 
owners have made the parks cleaner, safer, friendlier and are constant participants in the 
community.



From: Sandy Sawotka <sawotka@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  1:57 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Sir or Madam,
I have recently moved to Park Slope, Brooklyn. My dog and I begin each day with off-leash exercise in 
the park. There was no such opportunity for this where we lived previously in Manhattan. My dog is now a 
well-exercised animal and as a result, better behaved and calmer. I have to admit it was daunting to enter 
the park for the first time and see dozens of dogs, large and small, running off-leash. But my dog 
socialized quickly and there never seems to be an incident among these animals (owners are watching 
closely and seem to understand how to head-off any potential dog-fights). Non dog-owners also join in 
the fun, and those park-users on the periphery who choose not to are not bothered by the animals. 
Dogs need a great deal of exercise - more than most working people have time to give them. I saw many 
neurotic, under-exercised animals in Manhattan - confined to apartments and given only brief walks. 
Those were the dogs more likely to be a danger to the community.
Sincerely,
Sandra Sawotka
125 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn NY 11215



From: "Michael Devereaux" <mdevereaux@devlegal.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  2:04 PM
Subject: healthy dogs & owners - SAVE THE OFF-LEASH POLICY - Please Amend  Section 
161.05 of the Health Code

             The current 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy. 
             The majority of voters in the City support it. The majority
include dog owners and non-dog owners that are sympathetic and
supportive of "dog rights". The miniscule minority of about 1000 or less
should not set, dictate, or control policy effecting the vast majority
in the City. Absent the current policy 9AM to 9PM off leash, the vast
majority will wield their majority status to make the off leash policy a
law, extending it all day and all night, to make more lawns accessible,
and open indoor public places to dogs, etc. That miniscule majority of
about 1000 will then really be disappointed.   
             NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and well-exercised dogs.
             Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours.
            The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community.
            Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year.
            Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,
the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks.
           The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.
           Everybody, including many events sponsored by businesses,
corporations are allowed to use and sometimes over-use the lawns. Birds,
rats, insects, worms, cats, and horses are all allowed to use the lawns,
including crap on them and nobody picks up their crap. Yet the only
living entity whose crap is picked-up for them is not allowed to use the
lawns. It is extremely unwise to presume that dog owners are
irresponsible. You don't even presume people accused of crimes to be
criminals. The lawns should be kept open.  Public service actions may be
needed to educate owners to be responsible dog owners.
           It is also unwise to presume responsible dog owners will not
be a significantly active political force in the City. The number of
people owning dogs in the City is huge and the number of people that
support dog owners and their dogs using the parks although they
themselves are not dog owners is additionally significant. In the event
that  the current successful public health policy is not permitted, this
huge majority block of voters will be forced to organize for the purpose
of getting laws passed allowing dogs on all lawns at all hours of the
day and night. 



 
Michael J. Devereaux, 200 Rector Place, 26E, New York, NY 10280

CC: "Abigail-Marean" <amarean@ccrb.nyc.gov>, "Alan Berkowitz" <berkylaw@aol.com>, 
"Alan Berkowitz" <alan.berkowitz@oag.state.ny.us>, "Alexandra-Kotite" 
<E.alexandrakotite@clearchannel.com>, "Andrea-N-Packer" <anpacker13@aol.com>, "Anna-Spirit" 
<as@epr-us.com>, "Anthony T. Wladyka" <awladyka@proskauer.com>, "ATTORNEY-DEVEREAUX" 
<MDEVEREAUX@devlegal.com>, "ATTORNEY-MISHA-KERR" <mkerr@devlegal.com>, 
"ATTORNEY-LOUIS-J. -DELSIGNORE-Jr." <ldelsignore@devlegal.com>, "Carolyn J Strelau" 
<ct247@yahoo.com>, "Carolyn Strelau" <ct247@yahoo.com>, "Cat & Joe Martino" 
<martino330@aol.com>, "Christine. Martino" <cmartino@zoommedia.com>, <xtine10003@gmail.com>, 
"Dr-Tzong-Jin-Lee" <TLEE4@nycboe.net>, "ELIZABETH-DORGAN" <eqd9912@nyu.edu>, "Ella Leung" 
<leung@acml.com>, "Erin-E-Arvedlund" <e.arvedlund@visicap.com>, "Francesca-Kaplan" 
<designer@francescakaplan.com>, "Georgia Schmitt" <georgiaschmitt@yahoo.com>, "Jean Marie Daly" 
<jdaly2@nyc.rr.com>, "Jean Marie Daly" <jdaly2@nyc.rr.com>, "Jennifer Tsung, D.V. M." 
<jen_tsung@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Chaitman,VMD, Dipl. ACVIM" <vimaspecialists@hotmail.com>, "JIM. 
OLYVE" <jim.simone@pearson.com>, "Joanna-Seth-Titus" <JoannaRush@bigfoot.com>, "Karen Propp" 
<karen@my15minutes.net>, "MARK&HUGO" <galeott1@andromeda.rutgers.edu>, "Melissa. Porcelli" 
<melissa_porricelli@adp.com>, "Mike Van Riper" <mvanriper@markelcorp.com>, 
<nmart2ca@umw.edu>, "NICK-PUMPKIN" <NikPap@earthlink.net>, "Peter Stroili" 
<pstroili@damato-lynch.com>, <peter.pojer@verizon.net>, "ROBERT-RENZULLI" 
<RENZULLI@BROOKLYNDA.ORG>, "SOPHIE. KENT. ANNIE" <KENT@pipeline.com>, "Susan. Rikki" 
<sommasterson@yahoo.com>, "TANK & ATTICUS" <seth.meyer@ipaper.com>, "Tanya Monteiro" 
<tanya_monteiro@ny.appl.net>, <tracyrobbins1@yahoo.com>



From: <Alisacolley@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  3:07 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to you to ask you to keep NYC off  leash policy. My dog, Tiger, 
and I take advantage of this great policy at  Prospect Park in Brooklyn. We 
enjoy being out in the great parks of NYC and  Tiger gets a chance to run around 
and socialize with other dogs. This has made  him a happy, well behaved 
companion. It has made me a happy, well exercised  person. As a woman, I feel safe 
in the city parks because of the increased  traffic caused by the off leash 
hours. I would not frequent the parks as much as  I do because of safety issues 
if off leash privileges were changed. I  clean up after my dog and have him 
under control as do 99% of people who take  advantage of off leash hours. Please 
keep off leash hours!
 
 
    Alisa Colley



From: Caron Cohen <caronleecohen@nyct.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  3:13 PM
Subject: PLEASE SAVE NYC'S OFF-LEASH POLICY

Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street,  CN-31
New York, NY  10013

Dear Ms. Bryant:

I love my dog!  I care for him now as I cared for my daughter who is  
now 33 years old--without reservation!
My 50 pound dog is a rescue, brought here from a Tennessee kill  
shelter by North Shore Animal League.  He is affectionate,
sensitive, loyal and a wonderful athlete.  Every morning--rain,  
shine, snow or ice--for more than a year, he has run in Central Park
from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.   This is what he needs.  He's happy.  He's  
healthy.  He's playful with dogs, cats and loves people too.
He isn't aggressive--doesn't bite, bark, or snarl--because he has the  
exercise and good care that he needs.  When he gets home,
he sleeps much of the day until his second outing in the afternoon  
when I take him to a dog run.  He has one more short outing
in the evening.

He's a beautifully socialized dog, having begun to meet other dogs at  
age four months.  Dog play can look like ballet.  It's
beautiful.  And the cooperative play--two or more dogs running  
together, holding a long stick or other toy--is breathtaking. Dogs
that are cooped up are not healthy, and bark and snarl in the  
streets, because they haven't had socializing experiences, and haven't
had the chance to run freely as they should.

I believe each of my dog's outings--especially in the early morning  
and evening--is a tiny gift to New York City, because he and I help  
provide security wherever we walk.  I wouldn't be in Central Park  
before the sun is up, if not for my dog.  I wouldn't
be in John Jay park at 9 p.m., if not for my dog.  We--and all the  
other dogs and their owners--are a presence.  We're eyes
on the street.  I've made a few 311 reports when necessary during  
early morning walks.  I'm very happy to be a good citizen in that  
way--but
I wouldn't have been there to make the reports if I wasn't walking my  
dog.

I've come to see cooperation as imperative in keeping a great city  
working.  There are always conflicting drives, so cooperation is  
imperative.
Every time I walk down York Avenue toward the dog run at 60th street,  
I walk on a sidewalk in front of a gas station where cars move right  
in my
path or even park on the sidewalk.  I weave around the cars with my  
leashed dog.  Sometimes it seems quite dangerous.  The sidewalk is  
for pedestrians, but here's a case of New Yorker's overlapping  
needs.  That's my best example of why parks need to embrace multiple  



needs.  Parks are for people, and for pets as well.  Pet owners have  
only asked for limited hours such as 9 p.m. to  9 a.m. for off-leash  
time.  This seems appropriate
in light of the need to facilitate overlapping needs in the city.

Dogs give people a tremendous amount of love and support.  They are  
bound to us by leashes and our whims.  We should be sure to give them
as much as we can in return for all they do for us.  We should give  
them spaces to run free and times to do that.  We should give them  
good lives.

Please save New York City's off-leash policy!

Thank you.

Caron Lee Cohen



From: <hitailitnow@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  3:33 PM
Subject: Offleash privilege preservation

 Dear Sir or Madam:   This message is from one of millions of dog lovers in NYC.  I have 2 mix-breed 
female friends.  One is 14&1/2, the other, 5 yrs.  We live right across the street from Central Park.  It 
would be a disaster for all city dogs and their owners if off-leash hours were lost entirely.  Our dogs need 
to go outside, not only to releive themselves, but for exercise, and to interact with other canines.  
 
Remove the offleash privileges for all these millions of city dogs, and I'm afraid there will be a significant 
increase in canine aggression.  Dogs need to release their energy somehow.
 
Thank you.
Susan T
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: Erin <higgtree@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 10:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
We have the perfect Group for you. Check out the handy changes to Yahoo! Groups.



From: <CKHanks40@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  4:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Board,
 
I am writing to voice my support that the 20-year off-leash hours policy is  
a proven and successful public health policy; NYC is enjoying an historically  
low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
 fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant 
in  the late evening and early morning hours;  ccess to off-leash recreation  
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned  
dogs in NYC each year;   since there are not enough dog runs available  in the 
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised  in 
designated areas of City parks; he proposed Board of Health amendments  promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  vaccinated.  
As a NYC dog owner I find this law allows dogs, their lovers  and admirers an 
opportunity a fuller life in this great city.  
 
I hope everyone hears the concerns of dog lovers and admirers.
 
Charles Kevin Hanks
 

CC: <Ldimarino44@aol.com>



From: Diane Andronica <andronic@fas.harvard.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  5:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Dept.

Dogs need to run and play and release energy, especially young dogs.  
They are naturally sociable animals. This playtime helps them be  
friendly and happy. There are so many dogs that need homes. Removing  
the off leash policy would not only discourage people from adopting  
them, it would create dogs that are not as happy or friendly. This  
could lead to more incidents.

It is also a time when dog owners socialize while their dogs play.  
It is a fun, social and friendly gathering. Why take away a healthy  
activity that benefits all concerned? It is one of the fun things  
about living in a city. This said, dog owners must also accept the  
responsibility of controlling their dogs from being a nuisance to  
joggers, bikers and others in the park. Please save the Off-Leash  
policy. It would reduce the quality of life for pets and their owners  
to do away with this.

Thank you.

Diane Andronica



From: <Ldimarino44@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  5:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section

 
Dear NYC Health Board,
 
I am writing to voice my support that the 20-year off-leash hours policy is  
a proven and successful public health policy; NYC is enjoying an historically  
low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
 fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant 
in  the late evening and early morning hours;  ccess to off-leash recreation  
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned  
dogs in NYC each year;   since there are not enough dog runs available  in the 
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised  in 
designated areas of City parks; he proposed Board of Health amendments  promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  vaccinated.  
As a NYC dog owner I find this law allows dogs, their lovers  and admirers an 
opportunity a fuller life in this great city.  
 
I hope everyone hears the concerns of dog lovers and admirers.
 
Louis DiMarino Jr.
 



From: Posey Leah <poseyleah@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  6:00 PM
Subject: Leash Law

As a former dog-owner (both dogs deceased), I used Central Park 3 times a day during the last 16 or 17 
years.  I experienced only one problem with dogs during that period, which was due to an less than 
conscientious dog-owner.  NOT A BAD RECORD, indeed.  

I believe that the current ability to walk dogs before 9 a.m. and after 9 p.m. promotes safety in the park, 
with lots of dogs and their owners in the park.  I know that one night when I heard yelling, we (myself and 
another dog-owner) ran with our dogs to the area to see what was going on.  We saw nothing, but we 
were there and were willing to help if need be.  I have reported posssible problems in the park to the 
rangers and policemen as well (homeless who looked ill, racoons out in the day, possibly ill).  I think most 
dog-owners are responsible and work to make the park a better place; we consider it our backyard! and 
want to take care of it.  

Also, as stated by many dog-owners, the chance to socialize dogs with other dogs and people makes for 
better-socialized dog.  

Let's keep New York a healthy happy pet-friendly place for all. 

Thanks, 

Leah Posey
14 W. 103rd Street #3C
Ny, NY 10025

 
---------------------------------
Get your email and see which of your friends are online - Right on the  new Yahoo.com



From: "Chad Chervitz" <cchervitz@mathon.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  6:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Health Department,

I would like to register my support for keeping the off leash hours in
the parks of New York City.  The off-leash hours are good for dogs and
good for New Yorkers - especially the ones who don't live anywhere close
to a registered Dog Run.

Thank you for considering the needs of all New Yorkers.

Regards,

Chad Chervitz

 



From: <Nicolegordon@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  6:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: <Nicolegordon@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  6:57 PM
Subject: Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Thank you for consideration of this e-mail. I write to support the  off-leash 
policy that allows dogs to get exercise and meet with other dogs and  
people--in short, to live happy, healthy lives supporting happy, healthy  dog owners. 
In NYC we have a low rate of negative health effects from dogs  largely 
because, with the off-leash policy, dogs are healthier physically and  better 
socialized. Theytherefore do not have to take out pent-up aggression or  
frustration on people in the City. 
 
The fact that dog-owners use the parks so much also helps support safe  parks 
because so many more people use the parks regularly when they can wlalk  
their dogs off the leash. In the parks, dog owners also talk and excchange  
important information about dog health and safety and about abandoned dogs and  
other pets that can be dangerous. Our family supports with great enthusiasm a  
two-decades-old policy of giving dogs and dog owners time to enjoy the  parks.
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
 
Nicole Gordon.
 

CC: <rjblaw@gmail.com>



From: "Matthew LeBlanc" <mleblanc@arclightcapital.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  7:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom It May Concern,

My wife and I live in Fort Greene, Brooklyn and have owned our dog for
almost four years now.  It is a grave concern that there is
consideration of a repeal of the off-leash hours policy that is a proven
and successful public health policy for over twenty years.  These
off-leash hours policy foster better socialized and exercised dogs,
which facilitates urban co-habitation.  Further, dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours, especially in Fort
Greene where there is a long history of crime in the park.

More importantly, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community in our neighborhood.  In
fact, there are a number of non dog-owners who specifically visit the
park during off-leash hours to enjoy and participate in this activity.
In addition, access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.  I agree with the proposed Board of Health amendments, which
promote responsible dog ownership, as all NYC dogs should be licensed
and vaccinated.

Please feel free to contact me at (718) 304-7713 or
matthewleblanc@usa.net with any follow up questions or comments on this
matter.

Thanks,
Matthew LeBlanc
***************** The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, 
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information bypersons or 
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the 
sender. *************** 



From: Christopher Boudewyns <cboudewyns@bigfoot.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it concerns:

We have two dogs, both of whom enjoy the off-leash policy at Central  
Park at least once each week, if not more. We drive from near Wall  
Street to allow our dogs the privilege of off-leash socialization at  
the greatest park in the world. Our dogs, and the dogs who regularly  
participate in the off-leash hours at the park are FAR better  
exercised and socialized than dogs who do not get this type of  
interaction. The people who bring their dogs are friendly and helpful  
in regards to helping to socialize each other's dogs, and contribute  
to keeping the parks cleaner and safer, since we are in the park in  
the late evening and early morning hours. We, both people and dogs,  
enjoy a true sense of community because of the bond we share over our  
love of our dogs and providing them with this fantastic experience.

If the off-leash hours at the city parks is taken away, the real  
victims will be the dogs, who will be less friendly towards other  
dogs, and less happy and healthy, mentally, physically and  
emotionally. New York is the greatest dog city in the United States,  
and we would hate to see that change.

Thank you for your consideration,
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Gus and Liza,

Christopher Boudewyns and Carl Byrd
80 Nassau Street, #601
New York, NY 10038



From: <Rac5050@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  7:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy.  Why because of one 
civic group (JPCA),  who wants the law repealed, should the whole city suffer.  
Robert  Holden the president of JPCA thinks Juniper Valley Park is his and 
conducts  business that way.  Continue the off leash policy in city parks for the 
1.4  million dogs in the city. 



From: <FelixFusco@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 11:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: allison golden <agoldie28@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:50 PM

Put yourself in a dogs possition, how would you like it if you were not
  able to run free with your other dogs friends?  How would you like it if 
  you were confined to your leash like some prisoner in his jail cell?  
   
  P.S. PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO KEEP OUR DOGS HAPPY!!
  REMEMBER THEIR HAPPINESS IS OUR HAPPINESS. 

 
---------------------------------
Cheap Talk? Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low  PC-to-Phone call rates.



From: Stephanie Doba <sdoba@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:52 PM
Subject: SUBJECT: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  Off-Leash 
Policy 

To the Board of Health:

Off-leash hours for dogs are good for people's health!  I had a 
wonderful, brisk one-hour walk in Prospect Park with my dog Coco this 
morning before work, from sunrise until about 7:45 a.m.  What an 
enhancement to my health and quality of life!

Off-leash hours provide a real incentive to healthful activity for 
people.  It's just not as motivating to get out there at dawn and 
exercise when you have to have your dog on the leash all the 
time.  And the risk of bites from off-leash dogs is being greatly overstated.

Please amend the Health Code to make off-leash hours official!

Sincerely,

Stephanie Doba
614 10th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-1411 



From: "John Hoving" <john@hoving.us>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your consideration.

John Hoving

50 east 72 street

NY NY  10021



From: Jennifer Lea Reed <jenniferleareed@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:02 AM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

Dear Health Dept,

Please change the 9pm to 9am off-leash courtesy to law. This is a city where
dog owners and non-owners need to co-exist. For dogs, an adequate amount of
exercise is critical to their well being (including lowering their
reactivity), and their owners need options for providing this. For
non-owners, having the leash restrictions during the 12 hours they will most
likely use the park -- and these are the prime hours by everyone's admission
-- is a fair compromise.

I will also suggest the fines for owners not picking up their dogs' poop be
increased, as well as the number of people on duty to write those tickets.
There is no excuse for not scooping, and the revenue could be used to build
and maintain additional dog runs throughout the city, which would benefit
even more dogs and owners.

Thank you, 

Jennifer Lea Reed, CPDT
Big Apple Dog School
New York, NY
917-747-7657
www.BigAppleDogSchool.com



From: "Theresa Caragine" <tcaragine@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madame,

This message is in support of permitting off leash hours in the park.

There are many reasons why it is beneficial for dog owners to preserve this
policy and there are many tax paying dog owners in new york city who strive
to keep the parks clean and obey rules. However, the most compelling reason
to preserve off leash hours is that the presence of dog owners in the parks
early in the morning and late at night renders the parks safer for all. As I
jog around Central Park loop, I am not alone now. If someone could be
lurking in the dark, so are a few dogs. I feel much safer, and as crime
stats demonstrate, the park is safer. Dog owners and their four legged
friends have helped take back our parks. I would enjoy my city less if I
could not jog without fear in the absence of dog owners in the parks. And I
do believe that safety is a public health concern.

In addition, although not immediately relevant for the decision at hand,
eliminating off leash hours in the park due to a handful of irresponsible
dog owners could open the door to further action regarding many other
activates that citizens enjoy but some individuals do not do respectfully.
For example, although many bicyclists stay on the loop, a few do ride on
areas they are not allowed and present a safety hazard. So it may follow
that bikes should be banned. Likewise, roller bladers learning to blade also
present a safety hazard. Moreover, horse back riders who are not required to
have a license to lead a 2000 pound animal around a public park with
thousands of visitors each day, are  a potential a safety hazard. In fact,
regarding horse back riders, I have never seen one of them personally clean
up after the mounds of waste their horses leave, and this is smelly for all
and particularly problematic to asthmatics in summer; therefore, horses
should be banned. One could even say that all persons under the age of 18
should be banned from the parks after dark since some teens often congregate
to do illegal activities. These bans would attempt to prevent the remote
possibility of being inconvenienced by bikes, bladers, horses, and kids and
thereby would eliminate any joy that all citizens may glean from these
activities. This state does not represent the type of city where I would
want to continue to reside.

Please retain the off leash hours for canines in the city parks. New York
city is the greatest city on earth. Allow all citizens to reap the benefits
of the presence of dogs in the parks in the morning and the evening. I would
hazard to guess that the one thing we all can agree on is that we do not
want the parks to return to the state of crime they were subjected to in the
past.

Thanks for reading,

Theresa Caragine



From: Paul Gold <plush@att.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:51 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  Policy

I am in firm support of the off leash policy in Prospect Park. Year  
round walks in the bucolic park are a great stress reliever. It is a  
very relaxing way to start the day and is often the best part of it.

The off leash dog crowd in Prospect Park are often the only people in  
the park at the off hours that off leash is allowed. We are some of  
the most passionate and caring users of the park. We are for the most  
part self policing and are often the eyes and ears of the police.  
Please let me enjoy my mornings and evenings with my dogs.

Sincerely,
Paul Gold
221 E16 Th. Street
Brooklyn, NY 11226



From: <Cbearober@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  2:28 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  Policy 

Dear Sir/Madam,
    I am writing in support of amending section 161.05  of the Health 
Code--the off leash policy.  I want to you to know that I  have been a resident of 
the neighborhoods around Prospect Park since 1960 and  that even before I owned 
a dog myself, I loved going to Prospect Park to be  around the dogs, and their 
owners, who have never been afraid--even during  periods of rampant criminal 
activity--to go to and enjoy what is to me one of  the most beautiful city 
parks in the world.  
    I am a frequent visitor to Prospect Park and quite  frankly need to go to 
that urban oasis as much as the dogs I've owned over the  years.  Being able 
to allow my dog off-leash has only added to my pleasure  and has made my dog a 
happier, more content animal too.  There is nothing  nicer than seeing stars 
overhead, hear the wind and be able to smell the dirt,  all the while having 
my dog dancing around me in the middle of Brooklyn.  I  have never had any 
trouble, regardless of the hour, and feel that I have made  the Park more 
accessible over the years because very honestly someone with a dog  doesn't get 
bothered and helps to serve as a deterrent as well.  
    Having the off-leash privileges in Prospect Park  have made it easy to 
follow the leash laws at other times.  Please allow me  to keep this part of my 
life.  It makes living in New York City that much  better for a great many 
people.
    Thank you for your careful consideration of this  matter,
Claire Oberman
383 7th Street 
Brooklyn NY 11215



From: "Rebecca Paske" <Rebecca_Paske@tpninc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:53 AM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE.

Rebecca Paske
TPN
HR Director
www.tpninc.com

TPN is an equal opportunity employer.

Access Manager: This E-mail is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. Dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this e-mail or
the information herein by anyone other than the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible 
for delivering the message to the intended recipient, is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, 
please immediately notify us by E-mail
to helpdesk@tpninc.com.



From: kristine gonzalez <krispgonzalez@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  9:13 AM
Subject: Offleash ammendment

I am writing as a citizen and former dog owner. I
would never again adopt a dog if the law were to
prohibit offleash time. You cannot raise a well
balanced, civilized dog that can cope with urban life
if he or she is not able to play and interact normally
with other dogs. It would be like taking away all the
playgrounds from the children of the city. You may as
well prohibit birds from flying. 

The city is a cold and sterile enough place as it is.
Please do not kill one of the few free pleasures
people have left. Isn't there enough room for
everyone's joy?

Kristine Polisciano Gonzalez

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <TCM910@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:21 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Alexandra Anderson <ata20@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:22 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear NYC Board of Health,

I am writing to urge you to maintain the 20-year off-leash hours 
policy in NYC parks. I have lived in NYC only for the past six years. 
For the past five and a half, I have had a dog. She is my first dog 
and she was raised from puppyhood in NYC. During her first year, she 
and I spent every morning in Central Park, where she played off-leash 
with her doggy friends. She is a fabulous dog, or, as someone once 
said to me about her, "You have the dog everyone wants." She is 
obedient, friendly, intelligent, and has personality. I am convinced 
that this is a direct result of her having been raised to run free 
and socialize as a puppy.

I have seen over and over again the sad results of owners who are 
afraid to let their dogs run and socialize with other dogs: dogs who 
are overly aggressive toward other dogs and humans. Dogs whose fear 
controls them. The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy; NYC is enjoying an historically low 
rate of dog-related incidents as a result of the off-leash hours 
policy, which fosters socialized and exercised dogs. Further, dog 
owners in NYC Parks contribute to keeping the parks safer, because 
these owners are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours. The off-leash hours policy also brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community. In addition, access 
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year, lessening the 
burden on the CACC, which is already overburdened. Because there are 
not enough dog runs available in NYC, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to become socialized and to exercise in designated areas of NYC 
parks. Importantly, the off-leash policy is a great compromise for 
dog owners and nonowners who use parks. After all, dogs are allowed 
to be off leash only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again 
when parks open until 9am), and only in designated locations. The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, too, because NYC dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Please preserve this vital part of NYC life for dogs, their owners, 
and the rest of NYC.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Anderson



From: <Minehill@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:29 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  
until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
 licensed and vaccinated.  

Richard J. Fish
309 West 90th Street
New York, NY  10024
phone/fax: 212 877 4501
mobile: 646 772 1962

43 Hemlock  Road
Roxbury, CT 06783
860 350 3378



From: <OMMO13@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

My Husband, Dog; Fargo and I moved to New York City a year ago.  There  were 
two things we absolutely had to have.  The first was a building that  accepted 
a large dog and the second was to be near a park, preferably  Central Park. 
 
We are from Georgia, and therefore are blessed with tons of green  spaces.  
Fargo grew up running through the woods, chasing squirrels and  balls; playing 
with other dogs and living like a true dog.  I knew that if  we could not 
bring her here, I would die, and secondly, if she didn't have  a place of refuge; 
she would.  Thank god we were fortunate to find a home  near central park.  It 
is our daily walk in the morning.  We see all  the local dogs and today; a 
new puppy romping with others, truly loving the feel  of the air through his 
ears as he ran round and round, just for the sheer joy of  having no constraints. 
 
 
Fargo is a retired service dog, and I am a dog trainer.  I know the  
difference in a healthy, well adjusted animal compared to  an  unhealthy one.  There 
are a few things that dogs need: A healthy  environment, lots of exercise and 
socialization.  If the off-leash hour  policy was taken away, you are taking 
away all three of these  requirements.  Sure, you can run around with a dog on a 
leash, but mainly,  you are trying to control the dog to match your pace.  
The fact is, dogs  need the freedom to roam.  
 
A well behaved dog is more likely to be let off the leash than an  
aggressive, dangerous one.  The incidents of dog related attacks are much  lower when 
dogs are allowed freedom of being off the leash; again because only  someone who 
truly trusts their dog and knows their dog will let them run around  free.  
 
A whole year of taking Fargo to the Park at least once a day has taught me  a 
couple of things: One is that I always see familiar faces in the morning, and 
 most likely, they are with other dogs.  Second is that the park seems much  
safer with all the people around with their dogs; and this is very important  
seeing that I am a female.  
 
To ban the off-leash law would be a horrible move.  There are hundreds  of 
thousands of dogs in New York City Alone, and not nearly enough dog runs to  
support all of them, let a lone with true greenery.   A park that  allows for 
responsible owners to allow their dogs off leash makes for much  happier, safer 
dogs and people.  Please don't allow this 20 year old policy  to be taken away 
from us.  
 
 
Don't Take this Away from  ME!
 
 
    

Sincerely,
Antonia Nelson and Fargo



From: <Suzalt@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:30 AM
Subject: Article 161 of the New York City Health Code

Dear Members of the Board of the NYC Health Board, 
 
As part of the public comment period regarding the off-leash policy I am  
writing to express my support for the continuation of permitting dogs to be  
off-leash in the city parks. 
 
The off-leash policy is good public health policy for people as well as  
dogs.  I support the amendments which will clarify and continue the current  
off-leash policy.  My dog is socialized because of the opportunity to be  off 
leash.  We walk in Central Park most mornings, and while we stroll  around the oval 
of the baseball fields, we see a lot of people walking  their kids to school, 
bikers, joggers etc.  My husband and daughter  are among those who walk 
across the park each morning on their way to school and  work.  I would not want 
either of them in the park, walking through it  should you no longer allow dogs 
off-leash, because then the park population  would drop considerably and then 
we are opening the park to predators, who will  be able to accost people, as 
their would be much fewer people around to prevent  the possibility of a crime, 
or someone around to assist a possible victim. 
 
Susan J. Gorelick 
Blythe Abramowitz
 



From: "Jordan Krown" <jordy.ek@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

   The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying 
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safterand cleaner since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours, and 
they insist that other owners pick up immeciately after their dogs.   --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.We dog owners need to maintain our pets in the park-off 
leash-

Jordan Krown- 160 E. 65th St. NY, NY 10021



From: <Mfingies@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:46 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and  successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low  rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters  better socialized and 
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the 
parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in  the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year;   --Since there are not  enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get  socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The  off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board  of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be  licensed and vaccinated.
 
                                                                  Leonard 
Katz D.D.S.
                                                                  850 Park 
ave #6a  
                                                                  N.Y.N.Y. 
10021



From: <nangal@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:01 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  Off-LeashPolicy

Hello,
I am writing to implore you to amend the health code to allow for off-leash hours in the city's parks.  The 
privilege of having the long meadow of Prospect Park available for my dog to run and play off-leash is so 
important to my life and that of my dog.  We are there EVERY morning, rain or shine, and it is one of the 
features of life in Brooklyn that makes it such a great place to live.  Off-leash hours has allowed an entire 
community of dog owners to develop a social network that never would have occured without off-leash 
hours.  It has helped the parks to become more safe -- the presence of dogs and their owners has helped 
others to feel more secure about being in the parks.  I particularly love seeing non-dog-owning parents 
with their small children out in the meadow to visit with the dogs so their children can have the experience 
of being with friendly animals.

Please, PLEASE don't take away our off-leash hours!

Thank you,
Nancy Gallenson
295 St Johns Place
Brooklyn, NY   718 857 8342



From: <Csrodriguez65@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:02 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs and Madams,
 
    I am writing in support of continuing the off-leash  hours policy.  There 
have been many evenings when my husband and I are in  the park after 9:00 PM 
walking our Golden Retriever, Chance, in Central Park  around the Mall and 
have seen single women walking alone through the  Park. I tend to strike up a 
conversation and offer that we all walk over to  the East side together. It is  
an invitation they always accept.  It is this sense of security that having 
off-leash hours  provides and also creates a better sense of civility and 
community. 
 
    Sincerely,
 
Carmen and Carlos Rodriguez



From: <LucyDanziger@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:07 AM
Subject: off leash..Yes

As a long time resident (over 40 years) and one who has had  dogs many of 
those years, but not all, I would like to support the proposed  amendments to 
Section 161.05 of the Health Code.
 
New York City is a great place to bring up a family, there is so  much to 
offer. One of the many pleasures is having my dog play and romp with her  
friends. I think it is good for the animals as well as for the humans--to  socialize 
--it makes the city more livable
 
Lucy  Danziger
212 988 4730



From: <loolooleonard@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:16 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Department of Health Official,
I am writing to insist that you continue to keep offleash hours available. I adopted a labrador retriever 3 
years ago who had been hit by a car in Louisiana and was a stray. I adopted her through a wonderful lab 
dog adoption group. Over the past 3 years, the park has been invaluable to us both--as it serves to give 
my dog, Libby, the exercise she needs and makes her much less restless in my apartment at night. I go 
to the Prospect Park during offleash hours every weekend and have made many friends in the 
neighborhood as a result. The environment during offleash hours is community-oriented, friendly, and one 
of the things that makes Park Slope one of the most friendly and unique neighborhoods in the country.  I 
even see families without pets who bring their children to play with the dogs because it is such a fun, safe 
environment. I have friends who don't have dogs who love to come with Libby and I to the park and hang 
out with the many amazing dogs and chat with owners. In m!
 y three-year experience during offleash hours I have never once witnessed such a thing as a "vicious 
dog pack" as has been proposed by groups trying to eradicate offleash time. The dogs have never once 
"attacked" a jogger or ever bothered any bystanders in the park.  In fact, the dog owners make the park 
safer for joggers during these quiet hours. 
 
As a responsible, considerate dog owner, tax-payer, voter and longtime resident of Brooklyn, I urge you 
to allow off-leash hours to continue. It would be a true shame if the offleash hours were taken away--for 
both the dog and human residents of Park Slope.
 
Sincerely,
Linda Leonard
 
 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "lynn" <lynn@lynn-ritchie.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Governor,

Please do not take this away from our dogs.  They really add to our
wornderful city.  The need some free time as well'

 

--The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Respectively,

Lynn Ritchie, 40 year resident of Nyc



From: Gerry Pearlberg <dogstargrl@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:55 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  Policy

Hello,

I am a native New Yorker who loves this city and deeply values the 
opportunity to enjoy it on foot in the company of my canine companion, 
Sencha.

As a busy self-employed writer, my primary form of exercise is walking 
my dog. I walk on-leash with my dog all around my neighborhood in 
Brooklyn. But the most enjoyable and lengthy walks take place in 
Prospect Park. There, without the tether of the leash, I can walk 
briskly while my well-trained dog socializes and runs. Before Sencha, I 
made twice-weekly trips to the park for over a decade with my previous 
dog, Otto. My constant exposure to the park in all seasons vastly 
increased my appreciation for the park and led me to become a financial 
supporter of several park-oriented groups, including the Brooklyn 
Center for the Urban Environment and the Prospect Park Alliance. In 
other words, my ability to use the park in connection with exercising 
my dog off-leash directly resulted in my support of key organizations 
that benefit the wider park-going community.

These are just some of the ways off-leash hours in the  park have 
benefitted me personally, the park itself, and the community as a 
whole.

Thank you for your consideration.

Gerry

Gerry Gomez Pearlberg
Artisanal Prose
418 Bergen Street
Brooklyn, New York 11217
718-638-1233
www.artisanalprose.com



From: <norabo@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:01 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  Off-LeashPolicy

Please save the Off-leash policy for the city's dogs. Allowing dogs to run off leash is one of the city's 
greatest pleasures for adults, children, and dogs. It's a wonderful way for us all to feel a connection to 
nature.

Thank you,

Nora Bonosky
247 East 5th St.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218
(718) 851-8993



From: Chris hegedus <penneheg@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 10:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear NYC Health Board,

I am writing to recommend the continuation of the current off-leash 
laws concerning dogs in NYC's parks.  For ten years we have exercised 
our dog in Central Park and during this time the vast majority of dog 
owners have been conscientious in abiding by the rules.  New York City 
dogs are by far more socialized than suburban pets which is imperative 
in a congested city environment.  New York's many dog runs and 
off-leash laws are an important factor in making this possible. Dogs 
need exercise and the off-leash law gives owners the ability to have 
health and happy pets.  Pets, and especially dogs enhance our society 
creating better communities.  In my years in Central Park the presence 
of dogs and their owners have made the park safer for others who use 
the park in the evening for sports and leisure.  The off-lease policy 
is a limited one and is restricted to specific locations. It has been 
much appreciated by dog owners in Central Park who often want a moment 
to play with their pup or to allow it to socialize.  The off-leash 
policy has been the catalyst for countless friendships, relationships, 
and conversations, all of which has contributed in making New York a 
wonderful city for all of us to live.

We encourage owners to use the law respectfully so I hope that your 
will seriously consider continuing the policy.

Most sincerely,

Chris Hegedus



Resolution Comments - In support of Amendments to Sec.165 

  
October 27, 2006 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  

One of our dog Animae’s greatest gifts to us has definitely been her passion for Prospect Park! 
Deemed by some as “Mayor of the Park,” she eagerly advocates for us to be up and out into the beauty 
by 8am. Not only has she insured we witness all four seasons showcased perfectly by the park’s many 
trees and expansive fields-she has also introduced us to many of Brooklyn’s finest: artists, writers, 
editors, future parents and countless friends. Her quality of life-and ours-depends greatly on the daily off 
leash hours we enjoy as a family and as a community-exercising and balancing the rush of city life in the 
green refuge of Prospect Park.  

Within 48 hours of bringing Animae home, we almost lost her to Parvovirus which she 
contracted from the “so-called” breeder that was actually much more like a puppy mill. Just another 
amazing aspect to the off-leash hours is that serves as a network haven for rescue dogs in need of new 
homes. The connections made here not only help dramatically decrease the number of puppies 
purchased from such mills, but also keep the number of abused and abandoned pit bulls and greyhounds 
off the streets and safe from more punishment or death 

We couldn’t imagine our lives without Animae just days after meeting her, and a year later we 
also can’t imagine it without our daily off-leash recreation. 

  
Thank you for your continued support and understanding, 
  
Shannon Lynch 

 
 
 
"Tell me, what is it You plan to do with your one wild and precious 
life?"  
                                           -Mary Oliver 
 

Use your PC to make calls at very low rates 

From:    "shannon lynch" <lynchsha@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/27/2006 12:28 PM
Subject:   In support of Amendments to Sec.165

Page 1 of 1
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From: Alexis Donato <alexisdonato@yahoo.com>
To: <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:34 PM
Subject: In Suppport of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Councilmember Clarke,
 
I am writing in support of off leash hours for dogs in
NYC parks, particularly in Prospect Park where I take
my dog each morning.  My husband and I moved to our
neighborhood specifically because we wanted to bring
our dog off-leash to the park, and it has increased
our quality of life even more than we could have
imagined.  

When we first got him as a puppy, we lived on 27th and
6th in Manhattan, and both he and we dreaded walks on
the busy sidewalks.  True, there was a dog run, but it
was small, confined, and often muddy.  We seriously
considered moving out of the city altogether until we
discovered that we could go to Prospect Park each
morning.  It is a tremendous boon to our physical and
mental health to be able to walk off leash with our
dog in the park.  The off leash hours create a
community of dog-owners in the park at the same time
and allow our dogs to socialize with each other and
onlookers.  I would like to offer a few points in
favor of the off leash hours:
 
NYC dogs are some of the friendliest and best adjusted
around precisely because they get so much
socialization during off leash.
There are numerous studies showing the health benefits
of pet ownership, but to name just a couple: 
  
-A study conducted at City Hospital in New York found
that the presence of a pet affected survival rate even
more than having a spouse or friends.  
  
-A study of more than 5,400 people conducted by
Australia's Baker Medical Research Institute found
that pet owners had not only lower blood pressure, but
also lower levels of blood cholesterol and
triglycerides in comparison to the non-pet owners.

  -A study of AIDS patients conducted by UCLA, in 1999
found that pets provide a level of companionship that
helped the patients cope with the stress of their
illness. The study looked at more than 1,800 patients
and found that those who did not have a pet were more
than twice as likely to report symptoms of depression.

*Off leash hours allow dog owners to enjoy their pets
and the benefits above.  

*The off leash hours allow NYC dog owners to get the



physical activity that helps contribute to the effect
noted above of lower blood pressure among dog owners. 

*Off leash hours foster a greater appreciation for our
parks and attract numerous volunteer efforts among pet
owners to keep the parks clean and safe.  

*Off leash hours provide a specific time that the
elderly and others can come to interact with dogs as
many from the care facilities near my home do.

Walking my dog off leash through Prospect Park is one
of my greatest joys, and it makes it possible for me
to deal with the stresses of living in this city.  Off
leash hours are so important to my quality of life in
New York that I can quite honestly say that my husband
and I would move out of the city entirely if the hours
were revoked. 
 
Sincerely,

Alexis Donato Devine

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: Sam Howell <marypeppito@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of the current off-leash policy for dogs in  
New York City Parks.  I recently rescued a two and 1/2 year old  
dalmation-mix dog from New York City Animal Control Center in  
Brooklyn.  She is very energetic and requires an immense amount of  
exercise.  I used to bring her to the dog run in Riverside Park, but  
even after a couple of hours  (yes a couple of hours), she still had  
energy to burn.  So recently I started running with her off-leash  
during the designated hours in the morning.  Not only is she  
healthier and happier, but so am I!  She really needs the open space  
to run at full speed and burn off all that energy.   I cannot imagine  
going back to trying to tire her out in the dog run.  Please, please  
save the off-leash policy in New York City Parks (and especially  
Riverside Park) - for her mental and physical health and mine!  I've  
attached a picture of my dog below.

Very truly yours,

Mary Peppito
611 W 111th Street
New York, NY 10025





From: <Rickidd123@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 12:53 PM
Subject: Supporting Amendment to 161.05

Dear Sirs: 
 
 
The privilege of Off Leash demands that we all act like good  citizens to 
deserve it -- And we do!!  

 
I am a NY voter and am 100% in favor of the proposed amendment to 161.05.  It 
will be an asset to the community as a whole, as well as the dog owning  
section of the population. I have seen the negative results when vocal  minorities 
crusade to deny shared access to formerly open areas. 
 
Park Slope & the entire Prospect Park area is a wonderful neighborhood,  and 
much of the reason is the shared sense of community engendered by the  
privilege of Off Leash! Dog Owners KNOW it is an invaluable neighborhood asset  and 
we work to deserve it! If I see someone who did not clean up after  his dog I 
go remind him, and if I see an unsafe situation I'll try to  alert the owners 
and  fix it before it becomes a danger. 
 
The privilege of Off Leash demands that we all act like good  citizens to 
deserve it -- And we do!!  
 
 
The "Vocal Minority" are shouting today that dogs are dangerous --  they 
prevent the dog owners (or baby carriages, or picnicers, or whatever group  they 
object to) from using the areas in question... after closing down another  
source of the Joy they are not able to feel, they go on to another fight  & no one 
gets to enjoy our wonderful Parks! 
 
Don't let them take away the shared blessing our Parks have been! 
 
Regards,
 
Ricki Davis
Park Slope, Brooklyn    



From: "Diane Rayboy" <diane@brooklynproperties.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  1:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

the offleash hours are crucial to my and my dog's mental health. living in
nyc is stressful enough especially for our pets. please keep the offleash
hours in effect.
thank you,
diane and jett
brooklyn, ny



From: <Aadam1891@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  1:52 PM
Subject: off leash hours

Please allow residents to maintain the "off leash" hours in our  parks.  
These times provide a great opportunity for people to mingle,  discuss dog issues, 
political issues, social problems and generally get to know  their neighbors 
- as well as their neighbors' dogs.  It is the best  socialization possible 
for both people and their pets.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Adriane Adam



From: Karen Dunsford <karen-ad@sbcglobal.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  2:31 PM
Subject: Please do not amend the off-leash hours

I am writing to urge the Board of Health to NOT amend the Off-Leash 
policy in NYC Public Parks. The allocated off-leash hours are such 
low-attendace hours of non-dog owners, that the hundreds of resposible dog owners 
with well-behaved dogs creates a positive presence in the parks at otherwise 
unsafe hours. These owners and their dogs use the public property at a 
time when the resource otherwise lies unused which fosters an enourmous 
sense of community that would otherwise not exist. Positive dog training, 
behavior and clean-up is promoted between dog owners during the fully utilized 
Off-Leash hours. The freedom for dogs as well as their owners is irreplacible within 
the confines of the city streets. Owners have a calm, peaceful feeling 
while allowing their dogs socialization and exercize before returning to the 
streets. This allows for less anxious dogs and owners and promotes a 
lower rate of dog-related incidents. The benefits of Off-Leash hours are 
numerous and clearly outweight the opposition.  Please keep in place this 
20-year old policy.



Resolution Comments - Ammend Section 161.05 - Off leash saves my mental health!!! 

  

Dear Sir/Madame, 

I walk my dog daily in Prospect Park - Rain, Shine, Sleet & Snow!   

I would not have gotten a dog had this option not been open to me.  Four years ago I only agreed 
to take my dog because I knew it would force me to get outside and get some exercise - my doctor 
recommends it for my back and my mental well being. 

I would never make time to walk and certainly wouldnt go to the park; as it would not be as safe if not 
frequented by these caring animal lovers.   

I see dog poop much more on the street/curb than I ever do in the park - so truly that cannot be a health 
code problem.  Otherwise the city or health department would enforce the "pick up after your dog" law 
in my neighborhood.   

Please consider the quality of life of all New Yorkers who receive (healthfullness) and give (safer 
parks) that would be diminished. 

Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code. 
 
Thank you! 

Aimee German 

579 Vanderbilt #4 

Brooklyn,  NY 11238 

 

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 

From:    "aimee german" <aimshow@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/27/2006 2:57 PM
Subject:   Ammend Section 161.05 - Off leash saves my mental health!!!
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From: "Polk, Julie" <Julie.Polk@gs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  3:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

As a new dog owner and New York City resident, I urgently request that
you amend and save the Off-Leash policy, for a number of compelling
reasons:

* In the past twenty years, the off-leash policy has drastically
lowered the rate of dog-related incidents by creating better socialized
and exercised dogs; a tired dog is a well-behaved dog, and a pent-up dog
is a frustrated dog with nowhere to release its natural, abundant
energy.  
* Dog owners have contributed to increased park safety, since they
are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  
* The fact that people are able to play in the parks with their
dogs--games like frisbee and fetch, neither of which can be played on a
leash--encourages more people to adopt dogs, reducing the abandoned
animal population.  
* Increased use of the parks contributes to the overall safety of
the neighborhood as neighbors get to know each other by interacting in
their community.
* The hours and designated off-leash areas strikes a fair,
reasonable balance between the needs of dog owners and non dog-owners,
while increasing safety for all.

Off-leash hours enhance the lives of non dog-owners as well as dog
owners and their dogs.  Please consider the safety and well-being of the
entire population of New York city residents and save the Off-leash
policy.

Sincerely

Julie Polk
3 W. 102nd Street #2A
New York, NY  10025



From: "Sujay Jhaveri" <sujay@flatironmedia.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  3:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Peter Jakab <pjakab@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I WRITE TO SAY THAT OUR FAMILY OF 5 VOTERS ALL SUPPORT OFF-LEASH  
HOURS AND MAKE USE OF THEM EVERYDAY.

THEY ARE A RESPONSIBLE COMPROMISE THAT ALLOWS FOR ALL TO USE THE  
PARKS IN A SAFE AND FUN MANNER.  IN PROSPECT PARK, WE FEEL THE  
PRESENCE OF OFF LEASH HOURS ADD AN IMPORTANT SENSE OF SAFETY AND  
COMMUNITY.

--PETE JAKAB
555 3RD STREET
BROOKLYN
718/768-8430



From: "Marisa Smith" <marisa@hangardesigngroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  3:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

-The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

My dog would very much miss running through Prospect Park, socializing and
exercise in the only place she can.

Thank you, 

Marisa Smith

 

 

 



From: "Kenna Baudin" <kenna@theflatirongroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  3:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern, 

I am not actually a dog owner myself, but I understand how such issues
affect my fellow dogowners and the dogs themselves and I wanted to take
the time to write on behalf of my fellow world citizens.  It is said
that the 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs, and dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. 

Moreover, the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community (particularly in Brooklyn), and
access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks and the off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours
(9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in
certain designated locations. 

Finally, the proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  Tahnk you,
in advance, for your time and consideration.

Best regards,
Kenna Baudin, Concerned Citizen 



From: Tazio Hilbert <tazio@shirbert.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  4:26 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-   Leash Policy

Dear Board of Health Member,

I am writing to you to plead that you preserve our off-leash  
privileges in City Parks.  I am a 365-days-a-year park user in  
Brooklyn, and an expectant mother, and I beg you to help me.

Dog people are my park community, and they make me feel safe.  They  
are out in the park EVERY DAY, in EVERY kind of weather, and they are  
there morning and evening, even after dark,  I could not feel safe in  
our parks without them, the police just cannot be everywhere at  
once.  Please preserve this community.  If everyone has to walk their  
dogs on leash, this group will disperse, and with it, our safety.

Also as an expectant mother, if I have to walk my dog as his sole  
form of exercise, rather than him also playing off-leash with his  
friends, I don't think I will be able to remain in NYC for long.  We  
are apartment dwellers, and we chose our neighborhood (Windsor  
Terrace) specifically because of its proximity to Prospect Park with  
its large dog community.  If we lose this, we will have to move to  
the suburbs so we can have a yard.  I love New York City, and I do  
not want to leave!

Please!  Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  
Off- Leash Policy.

Sincerely Yours,

Beth A. Hilbert



From: <pinkygirl322@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  4:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Scott Dennen" <sdennen@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please Keep the Off-Leash Legal!

I have had my dog, Nico, for 2 years and she has taken me almost every morning to use both Fort Green 
Park and Prospect Park.  We go because the dog runs near my home have been both dirty and too small 
and there are wonderful communities of people that gather and socialize in the parks.  I feel that these 
parks would be much less used, if the leash law was changed.

Nonetheless, I realize that off-leash dogs can be a health issue, but the benefits outweigh the risks.  Dogs 
need exercise and socialization, with these they are much calmer and less likely to cause problems.  
Unfortunately, the small dog runs are often too small even for little Nico.  Since the parks are often little 
used in the mornings, having a place to throw a ball is great for her and me.

I urge you to support the proposed Board of Health amendments because they promote responsible dog 
ownership (requiring that dogs should be licensed and vaccinated).

Thank you.

Scott Dennen



From: <COCOCARROL@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:17 PM
Subject: SUBJECT: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  Off-Leash Poli

 
Dear Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of  Health
125 Worth Street
CN-31
New York, NY 10013
 
I am writing to ask you to please amend section 161.05  of the Health Code 
and to save the off-lease policy.  
 
I have a large dog and live in an  apartment.   While my husband and I take 
her for many long walks, it's  a wonderful thing to be able to take her to 
Prospect Park and let her run around  with her dog friends.    City dog owners 
need this as much as the  dogs.  It's affords us time to bond with other dogs 
owners, see our dogs  get a chance to run and get exercise that they can't get 
without backyards which  most people don't have and to enjoy, with our dogs, the 
parks and green  spaces that the city has to offer.
 
Thank you very much for your time. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Chebba King
654 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY  11215
 



From: <Bkshstr@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:22 PM
Subject: (no subject)

As someone who just lost her beloved pet to sudden death, I would be most  
distressed to have anyone lose pet off-leash privileges in the NYC parks.   
Running free is vital to the health and well-being of our "best friends".   Please 
do not deprive us of this right and privilege.
 
Thanks you.
 
Barbara Karp Shuster
91 Central Park West
New York, New York 10023



From: "Josh Levin" <josh@filmmovement.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:25 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Health Department: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the adoption of the amendment to
the New York "leash law" that would allow for the official adoption of
the currently unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.
 
As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this policy of off-leash
hours to be an integral part of living in New York. I believe very
strongly it makes the parks safer, promotes community and makes for
better-socialized, better-behaved dogs - in fact, dog-bite incidents
went down after the start of the unwritten off-leash hours policy 20
years ago!
 
I implore you to adopt the amendment making the off-leash hours policy
official. Thank you very much for your consideration.
 
Yours,
 
 
Josh Levin
491 Columbus Ave., #2C
New York, NY 10024
917.441.1891
 



From: <Patherold@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:31 PM
Subject: Please Save Off-Leash Times for Dogs! Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Members of the Board of Health, 

One of the reasons my husband and I decided to buy a house in Brooklyn twenty 
five years ago, and to raise our family here as opposed to the suburbs, is 
that as Park Slope residents, we knew that our whole family would have access to 
green space. We would be able to ramble in one of the most beautiful parks in 
the world, enjoying the many ways our neighbors share it. One of these ways 
is letting our dog run free during the times allotted. 

We specifically wanted our boys to have the love and responsibility of a dog, 
but we did not want them to miss the thrill of romping freely with their pet. 
 We are thrilled that Prospect Park has off-leash hours, and we all took 
"Puppy Classes" together so that we'd all learn how to behave in public -- how to 
make sure our dog would be obedient and come when called, how to train him to 
behave with children and small dogs, how to make sure our boys would pick up 
after him etc. As a result, we have all enjoyed wonderful years with our "Best 
Friend", Finn the Field Spaniel, who has helped us all through some very 
trying times as a family.   

As a cancer patient who has been on chemotherapy on and off for eight years, 
I can honestly say I do not know how I would have survived the fear and 
sadness and exhaustion without the prospect of watching my wonderful dog run free in 
the park every morning -- a symbol of everything I am striving for.  His 
happiness at being with other dogs is contagious. He is well-behaved and 
well-adjusted. And so is the family that cares for him!!! 

I simply cannot believe that New York City, the greatest city in the world, 
will allow fear to cloud the facts -- dogs that are exercised daily, who learn 
how to be with people outdoors,  who are free to run and play with other dogs 
for at least some time every day -- are contented. They are much less high 
strung and much less likely to nip or bite. The only dog bite I have ever 
endured, and it was quite painful, was from a dog belonging to my sister-in-law! To 
this day I don't know why he bit me. I do know she worried about his 
high-strung nature and mostly kept him locked up indoors or on-leash, when what he 
really needed was to let off steam!  but there was no park space to let him run 
free in her Greenwich Village neighborhood.  

Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code, and protect and expand 
off-leash hourse for our dogs. In Prospect Park, we dog-owners work together to keep 
this great privilege alive. We look after our dogs and insist that fellow 
citizens follow the rules.  It is not fair for us to be punished for something we 
haven't done! We need the friendliness and sociability of off-leash hours. We 
need New York to continue to be a great place for families and their pets. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Herold Nielsen
589 Sevenths Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: <JRT44@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Christopher Victory" <Christopher.Victory@thestreet.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:32 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

This is an email written in support of the amendment to keep the
off-leash hours for dog owners.  As a lifetime resident of NYC, I never
had a dog until recently.  I actually never even knew this privilege
existed for dog owners prior to bringing a dog into my family.  Once I
began enjoying this privilege, I realized how important it was to the
city, parks and residents.  First and foremost, it allows dogs to
exercise to the point of exhaustion.  This mean they will be extremely
tired and worn out, lowering any potential for aggressive behavior.
Secondly, it fosters responsibility within the dog owner community.  All
dog owners I have been lucky enough to come to know personally advocate
to everyone the importance of picking up after their dogs, properly
licensing their dogs and making sure their dogs had the proper
vaccinations.  If it weren't for the off-leash policy, my dog would
certainly not have the proper license and care.  I also truly believe
that having dogs off the leash in the parks makes them safer for
everyone.  Crime statistics are the ultimate harbinger of that fact, but
just being in the park while the dogs are there is proof enough.

I believe this amendment will foster continued responsibility in dog
owners throughout the city, keep our parks safer and offer a compelling
reason for those thinking of moving out of the city for their dogs to
stay.  Please do not let the feelings of a small group ruin one of the
things that is most special about New York City.

Thanks for your time.

Chris Victory



From: "S. H. Lipsitz" <slips@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I am writing in support of the off-leash policy and requesting that the
Health Code be amended to permit dogs off-leash during the hours of 9Pm to
9AM in the Parks of the City.

I have lived in the City for more than 40 years and have owned a dogs off
and on for most of that time. I have taken my dogs to both Central and
Riverside Parks and have taken advantage of the unofficial policy by letting
my dog off-leash in the evenings and mornings.

During this entire period, I have never seen a dog off-leash cause any harm
to any person or other dog.

It is clear that the policy encourages people to come to the park during
off-leash hours and this alone makes the parks much safer, as well as
encouraging the sense of community among dog owners and all citizens.

-- 
Steven H. Lipsitz 
160 West 87th Street
New York, NY 10024 
Tel: 212-362-0147 
Fax: 212-362-1595 



From: <LeveyMar@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

When I moved to NY 17 years ago, I had a 2 year old Puli who had been born  
in Seattle and spent her first 2 years in a backyard.  She never became  
socialized in NY and missed out on so much the city has to offer dogs because  she 
couldn't be around others.  I now have Molly, born and raised in NY,  spending 
much of her time at Central Park and there is a world of  difference.  Because 
of this, we are able to travel everywhere with Molly  and she has been 
overseas twice.  I never have to worry about how she will  behave around other dogs 
or their owners.  And because of the off  leash laws, I am in much better 
shape - I rise earlier, I take full advantage of  my favorite place in the city, 
and am around to give tourists directions  anywhere they want to go!
 
I think the people who visit New York have more of a smile on their face  
when they walk around Central Park before 9AM - they marvel at the fun both the  
dogs and their owners are having.  Please don't let that change.
 
Marilyn Levey 
200 W. 60th Street
Apt. 29E
New York, NY  10023
212-581-4446



From: "Ciagne, David (IBD)" <David.Ciagne@morganstanley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:47 PM
Subject: Official Adoption of New York off-leash period! Vote YES

Dear Health Department: 

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of the amendment to
the New York "leash law" that would allow for the official adoption of
the currently unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.

 As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this policy of off-leash
hours to be an integral part of living in New York. I believe very
strongly it makes the parks safer, promotes community and makes for
better-socialized, better-behaved dogs - in fact, dog-bite incidents
went down after the start of the unwritten off-leash hours policy 20
years ago!

For eight years, my wife, children and I have found a terrific social
fabric in the Park pre 9am. And always without incident or issue to
non-dog owners!

 I implore you to adopt the amendment making the off-leash hours policy
official. Thank you very much for your consideration.

 Yours,

 
<mailto:David.Ciagne@morganstanley.com>
--------------------------------------------------------

This communication is intended for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential information. We do not 
waive confidentiality by mistransmission.  If you have received this communication in error, any use, 
dissemination, printing or copying is strictly prohibited; please destroy all electronic and paper copies and 
notify the sender immediately.  We are required by applicable rules to advise you that we may own or act 
as market maker for securities/instruments mentioned or may advise the issuers; and that past 
performance is not indicative of future returns.



From: "Cassidy Dimon" <cassidy@filmmovement.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:50 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE. 

Dear Health Department: 

 

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of the amendment to the
New York "leash law" that would allow for the official adoption of the
currently unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.

 

As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this policy of off-leash
hours to be an integral part of living in New York. I believe very strongly
it makes the parks safer, promotes community and makes for
better-socialized, better-behaved dogs - in fact, dog-bite incidents went
down after the start of the unwritten off-leash hours policy 20 years ago!

 

I implore you to adopt the amendment making the off-leash hours policy
official. Thank you very much for your consideration.

 

Yours,

 

Cassidy Dimon

103 Berry Street, Apt. 3R           

Brooklyn, NY 11211

315.480.3238

 



From: <EVILTWNNY@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available  in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get socialized and  exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The 
off-leash policy  is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use 
parks - it's  only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
until 9am),  and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board 
of Health  amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed  and vaccinated.  



From: <NancyCastleberry@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern:

    I am writing in support of amending Section 161.05 of the New York City Health Code to codify the 
20-year off-leash policy currently in effect. This policy is a proven and successful public health policy. As 
you know, NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. Dog owners in NYC parks also have 
contributed to keeping the parks safer since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and 
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis which fosters a sense of community. Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each year.  As there are not enough dog runs available in New York City, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of NYC parks. The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks; it is only for certain hours, 9pm to 
closing and again when parks open until 9am, and only in certain designated locations. The proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership they require dog owners to license and 
vaccinate their dogs.

    Thank you very much.

Nancy Castleberry



From: "Jim Stewart" <jgstewz@comcast.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  5:55 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

We are writing to strongly support the current off-leash policy.  We
regularly frequent Central Park with our dog and very much enjoy the
opportunity to have him burn off his energy and run and play with his doggie
"buddies".  This is one of the nicest things about NYC!  Dogs that have the
opportunity to exercise this way are much better socialized and much better
behaved.  And we humans enjoy it as well.  The current policy fosters a
strong sense of community and personal contact in this very large city.
Many dog-owners that we have met at Central Park have adopted homeless and
abandoned dogs because they knew this opportunity for exercise and
socialization was available to them.

 

The current policy seems to be a very workable compromise for all
constituencies.  It is only for certain hours, and only in certain parts of
the park.  The presence of so many dog owners in the park during these early
morning and late evening hours helps make the park a safer place for all.

 

Sincerely,

 

Andrea and Jim Stewart 

205 E. 59 St. 



From: <Shari_Sacks@praxair.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:05 PM
Subject: Support for Off-leash Hours

To: Board of Health

This email is sent in support of Off-leash Hours recreation in city parks. 
  The 20-year Off-leash Hours policy has been a public health success for 
a variety of reasons. 



From: "Greene, Howie" <HGreene@siriusradio.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:06 PM
Subject: OFF LEASH IN CENTRAL PARK

Dear Sir/Madam:
 
As a taxpayer, a dog owner/lover and a supporter of Central Park, I am imploring you to keep the informal 
"off-leash" hours in effect in Central Park.
 
I have never seen a more caring bunch of people than dog owners in this city.  Dogs are a great part of 
our city and always have been.  However, as usual, the city is about to be over reactionary because of 
ONE incident in a park in Queens.   Dogs are our freinds, our protectors and members of our family.
 
PLEASE do not change the current regluations!
 
Howie Greene, Dog Owner, Taxpayer, VOTER
170 West 81st Street
4E
New York, NY 10024
 
 



From: <Ronteitelbaum@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: dina cholack <dmcholack@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:08 PM
Subject: I support off-leash hours

Dear Health Department:
 
I am writing to express my support for the adoption of
the amendment to the New York “leash law” that would
allow for the official adoption of the currently
unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.
 
As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this
policy of off-leash hours to be an integral part of
living in New York. I believe very strongly it makes
the parks safer, promotes community and makes for
better-socialized, better-behaved dogs – in fact,
dog-bite incidents went down after the start of the
unwritten off-leash hours policy 20 years ago!
 
I implore you to adopt the amendment making the
off-leash hours policy official. Thank you very much
for your consideration.
 
Yours,
Dina Cholack
241 Central Park West #9H
NY NY 10024

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Cheap Talk? Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low PC-to-Phone call rates 
(http://voice.yahoo.com)



From: <RickyRiva@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: <Peter251@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:22 PM
Subject: I support continuation of off-leash hours

Dear Health Official,
 
As an owner of 2 shelter dogs from CACC, I hope that the needs of our  animal 
friends, who gives so much to make the city a more humane place, are not  
forgotten.  Their mental well being, to be able to have a place to run,  should 
not be overlooked.  Especially when the hours are limited to before  9 am, I 
don't think it would take away too much from those who cannot  empathize with 
our canine friends.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
 
Peter Chang



From: "David Dutkus" <davidad@email.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:34 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Health Department:

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of the amendment to
the New York “leash law” that would allow for the official adoption of
the currently unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.

As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this policy of off-leash
hours to be an integral part of living in New York. I believe very
strongly it makes the parks safer, promotes community and makes for
better-socialized, better-behaved dogs – in fact, dog-bite incidents went
down after the start of the unwritten off-leash hours policy 20 years
ago!

I implore you to adopt the amendment making the off-leash hours policy
official. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Yours,

David A. Dutkus Jr.

-- 

Search for products and services at: 
http://search.mail.com



From: <RDavis1902@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:42 PM
Subject: SUBJECT: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the  Off-Leash Poli

My friends and I have improved our lives by going to the off leash  area of 
Prospect Park.
In the summer months, there must be hundreds of people who come to the park  
from 7-7:30AM to 9:00am every day with their dogs. Most of these people, would 
 usually do nothing, other then walking their dog once around their block. 
People  who normally don't exercise, have changed their lives dramatically by 
walking  the length of the park two or three times every morning. Certainly the 
dogs are  happier, and more well adjusted. 
My dog, who was beaten and made to guard a gas station before I got him. Is  
now a happy dog, who can't wait to run as fast as he can to get a ball, over 
and  over until his friends, K9 and human, come into the park to say hello to  
him. He weighs over 100 pounds, and is 9 years old now, and has been having  
the time of his life in the park for 7 years now. My wife and I have  stopped 
smoking to keep up with our dog. It took 30 years, and off  leash to help us do 
that.
Please save off leash.
Thank you,
Ricki and Robert Davis, with  Baron   



From: Melisa Rosado <lina248@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  6:52 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash

Board of Health of NYC:

I'm writting to express you my support to the amenment of section 161.05 of the Health Code. Off-leash 
walking is as beneficial to the owner as it is to the dog itself.

Research studies from around the world have found that pets may offer health benefits to their owners. 
Findings from selected studies include 
(http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/pages/Dog_walking_the_health_benefits?open): 
People who walk their dogs are seen by other people as friendly and approachable. 
Stroking and patting a pet can reduce the physiological indicators of stress, including high blood 
pressure. 
The non-judgemental companionship and unconditional love offered by pets is known to have 
considerable mental health benefits for owners, including increased self-esteem.

The community also gets lots of benefits from pets, research undertaken by the University of Western 
Australia has found that owning a pet can also benefit the whole community. The researchers found that 
pet owners, in particular dog owners, were more likely to: 
Acknowledge and greet other people in the street 
Exchange favours with neighbors 
Meet others in their neighborhood
There is also a currrent effort from govenrment agencies to reduce obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease. Walking your dog is a great way to exercise in a regular basis, they need to go out everyday, 
therefore thay are a sure reason to engage in physical activity everyday.

Responsible dog ownership involves keeping our companion dogs happy and healthy. In order for dogs 
to be healthy and well socialized, they need off-leash time to exercise and play with other dogs.

Dog parks promote physical fitness and improve the mental state of owners.

Dogs that are socialized and get plenty of regular exercise are more adjusted to people and other dogs, 
are unlikely to be aggressive and dangerous, and are healthier and happier than pent-up or un-socialized 
dogs.

Enclosed play areas prevent off-leash dogs from infringing on the rights of other community residents and 
park users such as joggers, small children, and those who may be fearful of dogs. 

An exercised dog makes a better next-door neighbor than an under-exercised dog. Puppies and dogs 
that get enough exercise by playing are less likely to create a nuisance, bark excessively, destroy 
property, jump on passers-by, etc.

Dog parks can bring people together and create a greater sense of community. Dogs help shy people 
"break the ice".

They provide the elderly and disabled owners with an accessible place to exercise their companions or 
get their animal fix.

I hope that my voice is heard thru the amendment of section 161.05.

Melisa Rosado



From: <RoNulty@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  7:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks after, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Felice Douglas <felice.douglas@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  7:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

  --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.



From: <RJCNYC@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a dog owner living in Manhattan and my dog is 12 years old...we have  
always observed the leash laws but have enjoyed the free time off leash after  
9pm and before 9am...I have observed over the past twelve years that most dog  
owners have been very responsible and that the dogs themselves are far better  
socialized when they have grown up being both on and off leash depending on 
the  time of day...please, keep the off-leash policy as it has been for over 
the past  twenty years...sincerely, William C. Gehron
                                                             91  Payson Ave
                                                               New York, New 
York 10034



From: <ACarlin315@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006  8:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,
    I am a dog owner living in Manhattan and think that the  limited off 
leash hours in the city parks has been a successful health policy  for both the 
dogs and their owners. Wrigley and I love to go out to Central Park  early each 
week-end morning when I don't have to go to work and join the  hundreds of 
other dog owners giving their dogs much needed exercise and  socialization. It 
fosters a wonderful sense of community and brings  together people of every 
ethnic and economic background, united with their  common love of their pet. There 
are not enough dog runs in the city and their  benefits are limited. I think 
a society can be judged on the way we treat our  animals. Please continue to 
give  the dogs a chance to get much  needed outdoor exercise and  to socialize 
and you will have  happier, healthier pets and owners. We will have a safer 
park and a safer  city if you do so.
   Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
                                   Sincerely yours,
                                   Diane Carlin



From: "Jessica Greif" <jessicagreif@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2006 11:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code, recalling the following:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year --Since there are
not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks
--The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you so much for your time.

Yours,
Jessica Greif



From: "Lauren" <lyaffe@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  6:51 PM
Subject: Off leash hours in city parks (In Support of Amendments to Section  161.05)

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to support the adoption of an amendment to the Health Code
to allow dog owners to exercise their dogs off leash in specified city
parks. 
 
For the past year, since our puppy was old enough to participate in the
park's off-leash hours, my family and I have regularly taken him to
Prospect Park before 9 a.m.  This activity is not only vital to our
dog's, and hence our family's, health and well-being, but has become a
highlight of our life in the city.  This singular activity has motivated
my children, ages 7 and 12, to get up early (!) on Saturdays and
Sundays--not to watch T.V. or play on computer, mind you-and manage the
15 minute uphill walk to the park without complaint, simply for the
pleasure of playing with their dog in the open field, and watching the
menagerie of dogs in the park play with each other.  
 
Some additional unexpected benefits of this activity are strengthened
ties to our Brooklyn community as well as our allegiance to the park and
its users.  I understand that some citizens are concerned about dogs
being aggressive, and they certainly have the right to feel safe and
secure from threat, but we have only had positive experiences with dogs
and their owners.  Owners of aggressive and unsocial dogs, I imagine,
would not want to bring their dogs to such an event-and they don't.    
 
Please adopt this amendment that greatly enhances the recreational life
in the city for so many of its residents and pets.  Thank you for your
consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Yaffe



From: Talli <tallibrian@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  7:46 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours in NYC Parks

To Whom it May Concern

I recently learned that there is a hearing to clarify the city's leash 
laws, and I am writing to express my support for a policy that allows 
for licensed dogs to be unleashed prior to 9 am.

Since moving to the Upper East Side 1 year ago, I have met many of my 
neighbors in Central Park on weekend mornings while our dogs run and 
play.  I have found that these informal gatherings build community 
involvement and bring together neighbors from many different 
backgrounds whose only common bond is a well-behaved dog.  As having 
children in a common school builds a responsible, involved community 
within a neighborhood, social communities are built when dog owners can 
easily congregate and enjoy their pets together.

I cannot speak for other parks, but dog owners in Central Park are 
self-governing.  On any weekend morning, you see neighbors getting 
together with their dogs and children to talk and play with their dogs. 
  Anyone with unruly or aggressive dogs (very rare), are admonished by 
the group of regulars and they do not return.  Of course, anyone that 
has an poorly-behaved, or poorly trained, pet will not let them off of 
the leash for fear that they will run out of the park and into traffic. 
  Similar admonishment occurs when owners do not pick up after their 
dog.

I think enforcement of leash laws is unnecessary and a waste of 
taxpayer, and police, resources.  If enforcement is mandated, I also 
think that it will have a detrimental impact on community involvement, 
and, as a consequence, stabilizing community groups will not spend as 
much time in our parks.

I hope you find this helpful and I hope a sensible resolution is found 
for all

thank you

Brian Connell



From: "Liza Powel O'Brien" <lpowel@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  8:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I fully support the off-leash hours policy in New York parks. As a dog 
owner, I can see that it is vital to the well-being and happiness of 
all New York City dogs to be able to run freely on a daily basis.  A 
healthy, happy dog is a calm, peaceful dog.  A well-run dog is a dog 
less prone to feeling cornered, trapped or defensive.  Dogs who can run 
off-leash in an area can recognize the territory as shared and are less 
likely to need to assert their dominance against one another.

It makes practical sense to keep this law in effect, as proven by the 
current low number of dog-related incidents in New York.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter,

Elizabeth O'Brien
New York, NY



From: Kevin Parker <kparker10606@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:11 PM

Dear Sir/Madam,
   
  It has come to my attention that a meeting will be held on November 1, 2006 during which the city's 
health code may possibly be amended to require dog owners to have their pets on leashes at all times. I 
am writing to you to express my dismay at this possibility. The ability to let dogs run off leash in 
designated areas of our public parks from 9 P.M. to 9 A.M. is important to both owners and their pets. 
Taking away this right is shortsighted and will prove detrimental to overall tenor of many of our city's 
neighborhoods.
   
  As an Upper West Side resident for the last five years, I have had plenty of experience with dogs 
running off leash during the designated hours. This experience has come as both a user of the public 
parks who has encountered other owner's dogs and as a dog owner myself. I can tell you that all of these 
experiences have been completely positive. When dogs are allowed to run and play off leash in 
designated areas, it brings owners together. This helps to foster a sense of community in our 
neighborhoods. I have met countless other owners and become friendly with them as a result of being 
able to bring a dog to Central Park to participate in these activities. 
   
  Being able to bring dogs to the public parks to run also helps both the animals and their owners to get 
exercise. With the long hours that many city residents work, the opportunities for dogs to get quality time 
outside are not always plentiful. By allowing owners to bring their dogs to the parks during hours when 
most people are not using them, the city is performing a valuable service. The dogs get much needed 
exercise and owners get to spend quality time with the pets that they love. 
   
  New York City is one of the greatest places in the world to live. One of the reasons is that it is such a pet 
friendly place. Dogs are an integral part of our neighborhoods and they bring life and fun to them. By 
denying these animals and their owners the right to use public parks for free run during those evening 
and early morning hours, you will be making our great city a tougher place for dogs and their owners. 
Please reconsider the idea of amending the city health code to take away this important right.
   
  Thank you,
  Kevin M. Parker
  129 W. 85th. St. Apt. 3F
  New York, NY 10024

 
---------------------------------
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From: Peggy Cyphers <peggycyphers@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

Please keep the policy :-) Peggy Cyphers



From: Jennifer Barnaby <jbarnaby@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:25 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the 
offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks 
safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and 
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a 
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; 
   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: "Cull, Kevin" <Kevin.Cull@us.cibc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  7:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash hours is the ONLY form of exercise for thousands of dogs (and owners) and brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community.  These people (and dogs) then make the parks safer for everyone else.

Kevin Cull 
 
Kevin Cull
CIBC
300 Madison Avenue
New York NY
10017
212-667-5607
 
Information in this message reflects current market conditions and is subject to change without notice.  It 
is believed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed for accuracy or completeness. Details provided do not 
supersede your normal trade confirmations or statements. Any product is subject to prior sale.  CIBC 
World Markets Corp, its affiliated companies, and their officers or employees, may have a position in or 
make a market in any security or instrument described above, and may act as an investment banker or 
advisor to the issuer of such.  Although CIBC World Markets Corp. is an indirect, wholly owned subsidiary 
of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce ("CIBC"), it is solely responsible for its contractual obligations. 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, any securities products recommended, purchased, or sold in any 
client accounts by CIBC World Markets Corp.
(i) will not be insured by the FDIC,
(ii) will not be deposits or obligations of CIBC,
(iii) will not be endorsed or guaranteed by CIBC, and
(iv) will be subject to risks, including possible loss of principal invested.



From: "Karen Hopenwasser" <khopenwasser@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:00 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a physician and resident of the Upper West Side, I can see how the
offleash hours in Riverside Park have helped to create a sense of safety and
community in the park.  I urge you to consider the complexity of this issue
and recognize the ways in which limited off leash hours in certain parks is
more a benefit than harm.

-- 
Karen Hopenwasser, M.D.
325 West 86th Street, #1B
New York, N.Y. 10024
(212)873-8470



From: lynn pearl <lmp17@columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:15 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Save the off-leash laws!!!

Lynn Pearl



From: Melinda Rada <melrada@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:29 AM
Subject: off leash regulations

I am in support of the petition to keep the off-leash laws as they are and have been for over 20 years.  
The dog owners who take advantage of the policies and bring their dogs to the park before 9am to run 
and play are doing it for the dogs, to give them the exercise and socialization that they need.  This is the 
act of RESPONSIBLE and CARING dog owners, who abide by the rules, and take care of their pets.  
Having the off-leash laws requires all dogs to be vaccinated and licensed, which cannot be regulated as 
easily on leashed dogs, who can be aggressive and dangerous even on the leash.  In addition, letting the 
dogs play with eachother and with people around creates SOCIALIZED dogs, dogs which will not be 
aggressive with people or other dogs.  If someone is not comfortable around dogs and feels threatened 
by the dogs being off-leash in specified areas of the park for an hour or two in the early morning and late 
evening, then they have PLENTY of opportunities for the 12 hours of 9am to 9pm to enjoy the park and 
the dog-free environment.  Let us keep the few hours that we have so we can all (dog owners, non dog 
owners and dogs) live together in a comfortable environment.

Sincerely,
Melinda Rada



From: "Ken Landis" <khlandis@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  9:50 AM
Subject: Save the Offleash Law

I am writing to support saving the current offleash law in NYC.  The
20 year old policy has proven to be successful public health policy.
It fosters better socialized and excercized dogs. It is a great
compromise between dog owners and non dog owners and should be
maintained.

Thank you
Kenneth Landis
16 East 68th St
NY, NY 10021



From: "rosalind landis" <rozlandis@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:22 AM
Subject: Off leash law

I am writing to petition against the proposed termination of the off leash 
law in New York. Dogs enrich the lives of us and our children and need an 
open space in which to run, be active, stay healthy, play. It would seem 
that to have designated areas for dogs to run off leash would have no 
negative effect on the general public's enjoyment of the park. Central Park 
in particular is a vast and wonderful place and there is more than plenty of 
room for dogs and the general public to find recreation, joy and nature.
Please heed the pleas of so many dog lovers and maintain the off leash law - 
for the sake of the dogs and the owners who love them.

I thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Rosalind Landis



From: "Chris Lacinak" <chris@chrislacinak.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of the amendment to Section 161.05. I have lived in
New York City for almost 8 years now. Growing up in Ohio with dogs from as
early of an age as I can remember, both the outdoors and dogs have played an
important role in my life. I moved to New York City almost 8 years ago
without a dog. In moving I found that my sense of loss over experiencing
life outdoors with a canine companion made for a difficult transition and
made me question my ability to stay in New York City over the long term. In
my second year of living in New York I discovered Prospect Park and off
leash hours. This put my mind at ease over the concern of having a dog that
could not get proper exercise. Having grown up with dogs I am well aware of
the direct relationship between adequately exercised dogs and well behaved
dogs and was not willing to subject myself or a dog to lack of exercise and
frustrated behavior. While dog runs can be useful for exercise they are
often overcrowded and small and are solely adequate to meet the need.
Shortly after my discovery of the park and off-leash hours I got my dog Mack
and was making daily visits to the park. In doing this I recaptured the
sense of calm and peace in my life that I had been missing out on. This time
in the park with Mack has allowed me to effectively and successfully
navigate the hustle and bustle of a professional life in New York City.
Experiencing an amazingly beautiful park on a daily basis and the great
pleasure of owning a dog, which it enables, brings perspective and
peacefulness to what can at times feel like the chaotic experience of living
in the city. It is a primary factor for my continued existence in New York
City as a professional and as a concerned active citizen.

Besides the consideration of my own well-being, there is also the well-being
of dogs in need of rescue and the impact of their abandonment on the city.
Mack is a rescued dog that had been abandoned. I am sure that I am one of
many, and certainly one of many that I know, that has rescued a dog.
Certainly had I not had the accessibility of off-leash hours I would have
not rescued an animal. If this is true of myself, it must be true of many
others. I have to imagine that there is a greater good than the sum of the
parts to the community as a whole in this scenario. The larger impact has to
be of social, health and economic benefit to the city as a whole.

Through my time in the park I have come to know many great people and have
benefited both professionally and personally through these relationships. As
a whole, we are a group of productive and concerned citizens that are an
integral part of the community. Without our shared experience I have to
believe that there would be a loss in the sense of community and to the
communities revolving around our great parks. The lack of population in the
parks may very well breed higher crime rates and a sizeable group to look
after the well being of the park and it's users.

I find the current off-leash hours to be a very reasonable compromise for
both dog owners and non-dog owners, and one that benefits the health and
well being of the community at large.

I hope this is a statement that the Board of Health and New York City as a



whole agrees with and supports moving forward through the amendment to
Section 161.05.

Thank you and best regards,

Chris Lacinak

******************************************

 

Chris Lacinak

ph: 917-548-8632

fax: 866-264-4275

chris@chrislacinak.com

 



From: <ShoeGaL019@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:
 
First, I would like to say that I rarely feel the need to email/mail my  
comments on issues unless they are truly important to me. In New York City, it  
can be quite difficult to find a place where your dog can run free. This is why  
the after-hour dog park policy has been such a beneficial thing in Manhattan. 
I  firmly believe that drug use in the parks after hours has declined in 
large part  due to the presence of our pets and their owners. The parks are simply 
safer in  general due to a higher density of people. It is detrimental to the 
city's  safety and our pets' happiness for us to save the off-leash policy. 
It does no  one any harm and is a great contributor to the health and happiness 
of pets as  well as the safety of park walkers.
 
Thank you.
 
Alexandra Le



From: "Ira Zapin" <izapin@whitmoregroup.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:30 AM
Subject: Park off leash hours

I am not a dog owner but I thoroughly support the continuation of allowing dogs to be unleashed in certain 
places and during certain hours. It would be inhumane to the dogs not to allow them some freedom to run 
and be untethered.



From: <lsulborski@netscape.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:42 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am a 20 year resident of New York City and have been fortunate enough to have 
two wonderful dogs as companions and part of my family since 1998.

Both of my dogs weigh over 50 lbs and their breeding (although both were rescued from shelters) 
demands that they receive exercise each day.    Without the parks and an opportunity for them to run 
each morning and often later in the evening, it would be a miserable existence. For me, without my dogs 
and the neighbors I've met because of them, New York would be a lonelier existence.

Thank goodness New York has historically extended a grace period for dog owners 
in the morning and late evening.   I know from experience, that dog owners and their dogs make the 
parks safer and friendlier during off hours.    I also know that during my morning walks in Central Park, 
I've met hundreds of interesting New Yorkers - all united by their love of the outdoors, love of New York 
City and love of their canine companions. 

It would be a shame if New York City's dog owners were reduced to walking their 
dogs on the leash 100% of the time.    Aside from the quality of life issues for dogs, their owners and 
other park users, it can be expected that dog walks in the park would be reduced; sidewalk walks would 
increase and dog urine/remnant fecal matter would increase. In other words, the sidewalks would get 
dirtier!  In addition, it could also be expected that dog ownership would decline - increasing the number of 
homeless animals in shelters and dramatically decreasing the joy and companionship that dogs bring to 
so many New Yorkers' hearts. 

The off-leash hours are not a "nice to have" , but a "must-have" for thousands 
of New York dog owners. 

I hope that the Amendment to make the off-leash hours official is made into law.

Thank you,

Laura Sulborski
________________________________________________________________________
Check Out the new free AIM(R) Mail -- 2 GB of storage and industry-leading spam and email virus 
protection.



From: "Rocha, Loraine" <Loraine.Rocha@msnyuhealth.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:48 AM
Subject: The 20 year off leash policy

I support the continuation of this policy of off leash from park closing
time 9 pm to 9 am when a park opens.  Dogs and dog owners don't have a
place in this city without it.  There are not enough dog runs in the
city to offer an alternative.  

 

Loraine Rocha L.C.S.W.

The Mount Sinai Diagnostic and Treatment Center

212-241-2725

Beeper: 917-641-3072

 



From: Samuel Feldman <sam@cns.nyu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:55 AM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Members of the NYC Board of Health:

I write in strong support of the plan to amend Section 161.05 of the  
Health Code, which would strengthen the citywide off-leash policy.

The 20-year Off-leash Hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy.  New York City is enjoying an historically low rate of  
dog-related incidents, in part  due to the off-leash hours policy,  
because it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;

The off-leash hours policy brings many thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community.  And, importantly, because of their presence --   
and vigilance -- in the late evening and early morning hours, dog  
owners in New York City Parks have contributed to keeping them safer.

The off-leash policy has been a wonderful compromise for both dog  
owners and non dog-owners who use parks: it's only for certain hours,  
and only in certain designated locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership and improved quality of life in New York City.

Respectfully,

Samuel M. Feldman
    Professor
    Center for Neural Science
    New York University

Home:
    336 Central Park West
    New York, NY 10025



From: <momzapin@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:07 PM
Subject: Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH 
CODE

 To: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing to support my amending Section 161.05 of the health code in favor of letting dogs run off 
leash from 9am to 9pm.
 
Letting dogs running off leash reinforce has an almost exclusively positive impact on the community. In a 
city known in a large way for its small spaces, dogs running off leashes is not only an extremely 
necessary part of every dogowners experience, it encourages a general communal atmoshpere that 
actually helps reduce crime despite the fact that there are actually less dog-biting incidents.
 
Dogs running off leash has been such a vital part of every dog owners life for almost twenty years. It is 
good for the dogs and it is good for the neighborhood. And passing any amendment that changes that 
would only reinforce an already unneccessarily fearful view of dogs, isolating a large part of this city 
without good cause.
 
Please amend section 161.05 of the health code to allow dogs offleash for from 9-9.
 
Sincerely,
Marlene Zapin
 
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <BPRothberg@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

Barbara



From: <Sapla@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

SUSAN

Susan Ann Protter
Literary Agent
110 West 40th  Street
Suite 1408
New York, NY 10018
(212) 840-0480 Phone
(212)  840-1132 Fax
sapla@aol.com
http://geocities.com/sapla2000/



From: "Sales-Magnum Marine" <sales@magnummarine.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:29 PM
Subject: Off Leash Resolution

Dear Ms. Bryant,

 

Attached please find our letter supporting the off leash policy.

 

Kind regards,

 

Giovanni Theodoli

 

-- 
No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.408 / Virus Database: 268.13.12/499 - Release Date: 10/26/2006
 
  

CC: "'Sales-Magnum Marine'" <sales@magnummarine.com>





From: Katya Redpath <JKSNRedpath1@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 12:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off-leash times in the park - they increase the hours  
that people safely enjoy the park and give so much joy and good  
health to dog-owners,  non-dog-owners and dogs.  It

is a great part of New York!  It would be a shame to do away with it.

Thank you

Katya Redpath

More comments below:

1.   The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and  
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations;

2.   Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;

3.   The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;

4.   Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the  
off-leash policy enables dogs and their people to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;

5.   The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy;

6.   NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better  
socialized and exercized dogs;

7.   Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people  
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health 
Code 

  

From:    <Spokesfool@aol.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/26/2006 10:54 PM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code
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From: Jenny Jo <jenny.jo@db.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  1:02 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Hello,

My husband and I have a beautiful German Shepard/Terrier dog, Lily.  We 
adopted her two years ago at the ASPCA.  Lily is vaccinated, socialized, 
trained, and I believe that having our dog in the community helps reduce 
crime.  We live one block away from Central Park, on the Upper Westside, 
and majority of our neighbors all have dogs, dogs that have been adopted, 
saved, and all well trained.  I believe taking away the off leash hours, 
will not only reduce the amount of people visiting Central Park, but it 
will definitely increase the crime rate, because the lack of presence of 
the people walking with their dog.  Please don't take our rights, and the 
rights of our pets.
 
Thank you,

Jenny Jo
75 W. 85th St., 4A
NY, NY 10024

--
This e-mail may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient (or 
have received this e-mail in error) please notify the sender immediately and destroy this e-mail. Any 
unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the material in this e-mail is strictly forbidden. 



From: <JoDrop@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it may concern:
 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy in NYC parks is a proven and successful  
public health policy.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping  the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours.  The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of  thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily  basis, which 
fosters a sense of community.  In addition, access to  off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize  thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year.   
 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  
parks in a safe and supervised setting.  The off-leash policy is a  great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for  
certain hours (from 9 PM till 9 AM when parks close, and reopen,  respectively.  In 
addition, the off-leash policy is permitted in certain  designated locations, 
which makes it easy for non dog owners to be separated  from dogs if they 
wish. The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible dog ownership, 
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Sincerely,
Joni Dropkin
500A East 87th Street 
New York, NY 10128
_jodrop@aol.com_ (mailto:jodrop@aol.com) 
 



From: <BetsyShuster@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  1:33 PM
Subject: we support off leash: amend section 161.05 of the health code

Pleae allow us to let our dogs off leash after 9 pm in the parks.   People 
who allow their dogs off leash generally have well trained and socialized  dogs 
who are vaccinated.  Our  presence in the park at night helps  reduce crime.
I love socializing with my dog, and his friends and their owners in Central  
Park every night as they chase balls and eachother and just have a good  time! 
 We scoop up poop.
Please let us continue!
Thank you,
Betsy Shuster
55 West 90 street
New York, NY 10024



From: <gizmo24242@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  1:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05

  The city is tough for dogs. The off-leash hours allows us to let our dogs play, get their energy out, and 
most importantly socialize them with other dogs and people. Without off-leash hours the dogs could get 
aggressive and unruly. Dogs who are aggressive do not attend the off-leash hours at the park. Dog 
owners know how important this policy is and we are willing to work with the City parks. Please don't take 
away our privilege. It is not only the dogs who love the parks but its the dog owners too, who love to meet 
up with fellow owners and socialize. 
 
 Consider these statements:
  
 The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks. 
  
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: <chanadet@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  1:49 PM
Subject: I vote to Get RID of the OFF-LEASH Policy ........ PLEASE  !!!!!!!!!!

    Hello,

    I support and respect the leash laws in NYC........ and I am a dog
    owner, an owner of a healthy, friendly and energetic dog.  I am also
    a RESPONSIBLE dog owner.  I have CONSIDERATION for others in the
    city who do NOT own dogs, who have children, or who are elderly.  We
    take our dog to dog runs, and for long walks.  He is walked 4 times
    a day.  There is no reason to have off-leash hours in Riverside Park
    when there are 3 DOG RUNS from 72nd Street to 104th Street!  *If,
    however, there are park areas where there are no dog runs, then I
    can support off-leash hours perhaps.

    We have found that dogs off-leash taunt, challenge, run and even
    charge our dog who is always leashed, creating a very unbalanced and
    dangerous situation for us and for our dog.  One crazy woman even
    tried to sue US, because her off-leash dog charged our on-leash dog
    at 40 mph, hurting itself in the process.  The dog (a large
    greyhound) charged our 44 lb. dog from a great distance (greyhounds
    can get up to 40 mph in three strides).  It was running and circling
    our dog so fast, and was doing this close to a large tree and ragged
    fence, that it scratched its skin in its frenzy and tore it.  This
    woman, of course, claimed that our dog bit her dog, without anyone
    witnessing any such occurrence, or without her dog yelping in the
    least -- because it didn't happen.  She then had the nerve to sue
    us!  Of course, the case was thrown out and she was told to leash
    her dog.  But it wasted our time, money and caused us enormous
    stress for several months. 

    This woman was lucky that our dog is not an aggressive dog.  Most of
    my friends said that had their dogs been charged in such a fashion
    by this large off-leash greyhound, that their dogs would have
    attacked the charging greyhound.  And yes, she STILL allows her dog
    off-leash during on-leash only hours, and in areas where dogs are
    never permitted off-leash....... even after being warned by a court
    to leash her dog.  THIS is why dogs should be leashed, and dog
    owners who are not responsible should learn to be responsible for
    their dogs.

    Thank you.



From: Karla Kingsbury <karla@MMSPPM.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:03 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

I am writing to ask you to clarify New York City's leash laws, but not in the way I'm sure many citizens are. 
I have been attacked by an off-leash dog in Inwood Hill Park more than once, and got very little help from 
the parks department or the police. Organizations like NYCdog are encouraging their members to write in 
with the talking points listed below, but I have experienced something quite different. 
 
The dog owners who allow their pets to go off-leash outside of designated dog runs are generally 
irresponsible. The dogs often do not respond to their owners' voice commands, which is dangerous to the 
dogs, to other pets who are on leash, and to the people, especially the children, using the park.  The 
hours when dogs have been allowed off-leash, particularly the morning hours, make it difficult for people 
who work daytime jobs to use the parks without encountering the off-leash dogs. And frequently, the 
off-leash dogs defecate out of their owners' sight, so the pooper scooper laws are being broken, as well.
 
Any law which is only enforced part-time is a law which people will break all the time. Please send the 
message that New York City is cracking down on off-leash dogs. Thank you.
 
- Karla Kingsbury
 
________________________________________________________________________
 
From www.nycoffleash.com:
 
Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

****  NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY ****
The information contained in this transmission is confidential and may be
privileged and/or contain confidential health information that is legally
protected by state and federal law, including the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 and related regulations. This
information is intended only for the use of the individual or
organization to whom it is addressed. If it is not meant for you please
notify the sender immediately by email so arrangements may be made to
return the documents or destroy them. Use, disclosure, distribution or
copying of documents transmitted to you in error is strictly prohibited.
You are also directed to forward this e-mail to contact@mmsppm.com and
delete it from your system.



Thank you.



From: Alex Gray <alexjgray@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

  I am writing to voice my support for the upholding of the 20-year old "off-leash hours policy". The off 
hours policy is a proven and successful public health tool: NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized 
dogs.

I see so many dogs in my neighborhood that benefit from being able to run free  even for a few hours 
each day. It makes them more obedient and relaxed when they are on the leash, and provides valuable 
interaction time for dogs and owners. 

Rather than abolishing the off hours policy, making simple amendments & clarifications to section 161.05 
of the health code will ensure that no danger is presented by dogs being off-leash at their designated 
hours. 

Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Gray
New York, NY 10021

 
---------------------------------
Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Make PC-to-Phone Calls to the US (and 30+ countries) for 2¢/min or less.



From: "SRowland" <s.row@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:14 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

When I moved to Fort Greene 22 years ago there were no enforced  off leash hours. Now that there is a 
responsible group of people  controlling their animals at set times the park has become safer and more 
attractive in every way.
 The drug dealers and muggers are almost gone, the animal waste is cleaned up, and people with dogs 
are members of a big diverse neighborhood that provide help and advice to each other and who all vote. 
There have been many fewer unpleasant incidents, and of course dogs and people who excercise in the 
park are healthier both mentally and physically. In Fort Greene Park children stop to play with our dogs 
on their way to school. 
I recommend that dog licensing be encouraged and enforced and made easy, and that dog owners are 
acknowledged and honored as good park users and neighborhood residents who are in the park at 
specific times because of off-leash hours. Susan Rowland. 1 Rockwell Place, Brooklyn 11217



From: <MBeinyHarkins@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in 

City parks have to accommodate the needs and wishes of all park users. For 
the last 20 years the rules of off-leash hours have made everyone happy. Dogs 
get to run and play early in the morning and late and night and so do not bother 
people in the midday busier hours. Dogs are man's best friend contributing to 
the health and well-being of their owners, but their health must also be 
considered. During the years that off-leash hours have been permitted, the City 
parks have become cleaner, safer and more welcoming to everybody. Dog owners 
have proved to be very responsible about picking up after their pets and ensuring 
that they do not exhibit aggressive behavior. After all it is in their own 
self-interest: many dog owners also have children who use the parks and they 
want to see them safe and sound. Dog owners support the Central Park Conservancy 
with generous donations because they happy to support a City that supports 
them in making life in New York more agreeable to all. The proof of the pudding 
is that it has been an overwhelmingly succcessful experiment for the last 20 
years. Why on earth change it?



From: <MBeinyHarkins@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:27 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

City parks have to accommodate the needs and wishes of all park users. For 
the last 20 years the rules of off-leash hours have made everyone happy. Dogs 
get to run and play early in the morning and late and night and so do not bother 
people in the midday busier hours. Dogs are man's best friend contributing to 
the health and well-being of their owners, but their health must also be 
considered. During the years that off-leash hours have been permitted, the City 
parks have become cleaner, safer and more welcoming to everybody. Dog owners 
have proved to be very responsible about picking up after their pets and ensuring 
that they do not exhibit aggressive behavior. After all it is in their own 
self-interest: many dog owners also have children who use the parks and they 
want to see them safe and sound. Dog owners support the Central Park Conservancy 
with generous donations because they happy to support a City that supports 
them in making life in New York more agreeable to all. The proof of the pudding 
is that it has been an overwhelmingly succcessful experiment for the last 20 
years. Why on earth change it?

Sincerely,

Michele Harkins
53 East 82nd Street
New York, NY 10028
Tel: 212-879-4988



Resolution Comments - Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health 
Code 

  

From:    <Spokesfool@aol.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/26/2006 10:55 PM
Subject:   Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code
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From: "Dorie Berliner" <dorie@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  2:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: neil e schlecht <neschlecht@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  3:34 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Sirs and Madams:

One thing that attracted my wife and me to the city and kept us from 
abandoning it has been the freedom to enjoy Central and Riverside Parks 
with our 11-year-old Labrador Retriever. We are conscientious citizens 
who dutifully watch over and pick up after our dog, and everyone I know 
in the parks has a similar, community-minded attitude. The ability to 
allow dogs to walk and run off-leash in hours when there are very few 
people in the park is critical; it makes the parks and the city better 
and safer places to live. Because there are dog owners and dogs in the 
park at night, we feel safe to enter and do not feel forced to have our 
animals urinate and defecate in the streets.

Please resist the push by a vocal minority to overturn this most 
welcome and sane rule.

Thank you,

N. E. Schlecht



From: "Laurie" <Laurie-pauker@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  3:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Greetings,

I support the proposed amendments that strengthen and clarify the off-leash laws in New York City.

For starters, running around off-leash with our dog, Nina, is the chief form of exercise not only for our dog 
but for 3 out of 5 members of our family.  

I'm certain that the parks are safer in the late evening and early morning hours with many dog-walkers 
coming and going through the park.  My family has met hundreds of fellow New Yorkers since we first got 
our dog last November.  The off-leash hours policy fosters a sense of community.  

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.   Compare city dogs to suburban dogs and tell 
me which are better behaved around new animals.

There is no question that the proposed Board of Health amendments should promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you,

Laurie Pauker



From: "Susan Jormark" <scjormark@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  4:20 PM
Subject: article 161 amendment

Dear NYC Health Board Members:

Attached is a letter concerning proposed amendments to section 161.05 of the health code.
I am sending a duplicate letter by mail with abstracts of articles taken from medical journals. 
Please read the articles thoughtfully. 

Thank you.

Susan Jormark, M.D.
scjormark@mindspring.com



        Oct. 26, 2006 
        200 East 78 St. #9D 
        New York, NY 10021 
 
Members of the NYC Health Board 
Dept. of Health 
c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street, CN-31 
New York, NY 10013 
Re: Amendment to Section 161.05 of the Health Code 
 
Dear Board of Health Members: 
 
Dog ownership improves physical health and psychological well-being. From increased 
physical activity to decreased stress to increased social interaction and decreased 
loneliness, dogs as companion animals have a profound positive influence on our lives.  
The health and psychological benefit of dog ownership has been studied and documented 
by the medical community.  Please peruse the enclosed abstracts of articles taken from 
medical journals. 
 
Dogs, in turn, need to be healthy if they are to benefit their owners, and for good health, 
dogs need to run.  Walking the city streets is essential but insufficient. Dogs are higher 
energy creatures than humans and need an outlet to release that energy.  Many, if not 
most, behavioral problems that occur in dogs are due to inadequate exercise.  Dogs need 
to run, and that requires open space.  “Dog runs”, as we call the enclosed pens that the 
city has put aside for use by dogs, are sufficient for some dogs, but many dogs are 
intimidated by the crowds and dislike walking on the rough pebbles beneath their feet. 
And the space is simply too small. 
 
Dogs are physically and emotionally important to people and therefore we should be 
concerned for their welfare and that means that dogs need to run in large open grassy 
spaces and this is the major reason why the law should stipulate that dogs be allowed to 
run in NYC parks during certain periods of the day. 
 
Are there benefits to non-dog owners?  Absolutely.  Many people walk through the park 
on their way to work in the morning and on their way home in the evening. Still, the park 
during those hours is a pretty lonely place and a potential danger.  The presence of dogs 
and their owners vastly improves the safety level of park pedestrians in the morning and 
after dark. And unless dogs are permitted to be off-leash in parks, there is little incentive 
for dog-owners to venture into the park when they can walk their dogs on-leash on the 
crowded and safer city streets.   
 
Therefore, a second reason to permit dogs to be off-leash in the parks is for the general 
safety of all park attendees.  
 



Please, therefore, for the sake of dog owners and non-dog owners alike, write into law 
provisions allowing dogs to be off-leash in city parks during morning and evening hours.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
 
        Yours truly, 
 
 
 
        Susan Jormark, M.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: "Zeena Rao" <zeenarao@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  4:49 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir/Madam:
-I am a business school graduate and a law abiding resident of NYC.  I
am also a responsible dog owner with a well behaved dog.  If off-leash
hours were taken away, it is most likely me (the responsible dog
owner) who will be at a loss.  Bad dog owners with poorly trained dogs
are least likely to follow the law and can be a nuisance regardless of
leash law.
-Taking away off-leash laws would penalize hundreds of good dog owners
for the carelessness of a handful of bad ones.
-If someone is considering doing away with off-leash laws, to the
extent it is helpful, I have the following alternative suggestions:
instead of doing away with off-leash privileges, change off-leash
hours to 8:30pm-8:30am before doing away with them all together (as
the park is more crowded in the morning).  Also, you could require all
off-leash dogs to have basic training or endorcements from a certified
trainer and they can be registered as such with the park.
I sincerely hope the off-leash hours stay - my life would be much
harder without it!

All the best,
Kalpana Rao
-- 
Cell: (917) 576-6016



From: "Koenig, Christopher (FICC - Global Structured Finance & Investments)" 
<chris_koenig@ml.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  4:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a dog owner in NYC and am extremely concerned that my dog will be
unable to exercise as she does now due to the proposed amendment to the
off-leash policy.  I feel that dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the
late evening and early morning hours.  Please leave the policy as is and
allow dogs the freedom to enjoy Central Park as much as their owners do.

Regards,
Chris

Christopher Koenig
Vice President
Merrill Lynch
Global Structured Finance & Investments
4 World Financial Center
New York, NY 10281
Phone: 212-449-9380
Fax:   212-449-9015
Email: chris_koenig@ml.com
--------------------------------------------------------

If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act 
upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it. Click here for important additional terms relating to this 
e-mail.     http://www.ml.com/email_terms/
--------------------------------------------------------



From: "Erica Evans" <ericautdt@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  5:08 PM
Subject: Article 161 - Hearing RE: Amendment

Dear Rena Bryant,

I am a New York City resident and a dog owner. Every morning my dog and I go
to Central Park prior to 9am to take advantage of the ever important off
leash period. My dog is both well trained and well behaved, as are the vast
majority of dogs I encounter every morning.

A critical factor in creating a well behaved dog is proper exercise which
includes being able to chase balls and play freely with other dogs. The
local dog runs are small and do not provide ample space for high drive
animals to expand the energy necessary to create a calm, well balanced
animal. Central Park off leash periods provides a place for this to occur
for thousands of dog owners. The statistics on dog bites / acts of
aggression support this since dog bites have decreased drastically since the
off leash times have been allowed in Central Park. Repealing the off-leash
designated times would result in many problems and I encourage you not to
amend the current law.

Sincerely,

Erica Mita

100 W 72nd Street

New York NY 10023



From: "Irvin Heider" <smh722@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  5:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

PLEASE save the Off-Leash-Policy for dogs, and amend Sec.161.055 of the Health Code.

THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE  FOR YOUR SINCERE EFFORTS.  Suzette M. Heider/ Heiland Cairns 
and Yorkies.  The Off-Leash- Parks allow many dogs to be socialized and exercised every day in 
designated areas of City Parks.



From: <MILY54@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  6:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year offl-eash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters  better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks have  contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present 
and vigilant in  the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  
Mildred Cantillana
_mily54@aol.com_ (mailto:mily54@aol.com)   
Jackson Heights, NY



From: "Christine Pellicano" <auntchristine@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006  6:31 PM
Subject: Please do NOT  Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Keep the Leash Law.  Amend Park Courtesy Hours to accommodate larger groups of dog owners:  
reduce the hours to from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a. m. weekdays only.  Put signage up where the dogs are 
allowed during those hours.  And put PEP officers out to ticket them for entering and leaving the park with 
dogs unleashed and being unleashed before and after the courtesy hours.

In a perfect world, dog owners would be responsible and honor a privilege granted them to unleash their 
dogs during specific hours in NYC parks, and, would stay out of sensitive areas.  They would all have 
fully vaccinated, well trained dogs that are completely in their control.  They would be paying attention to 
their dogs the entire time it is unleashed, and, intervene if trouble erupts.  They would have perfect 
recall--to call their dog off a squirrel, off another dog, off a path, away from a child.  And their dogs would 
have magic powers that prevented them from destroying lawns, fragile lakes and ponds, small trees, 
birds, squirrels, raccoons, all plantings.

In the real world, however, the off leash faction is a clique with a lot of money and media behind it.  They 
seem to be the only organized group to have the ear of the Parks Department.

They sight statistics and data that simply do not support their position that off leash dogs are better 
behaved and socialized.  They see the courtesy hours as helping cause the decrease in dog bite 
incidents, in better behaved dogs.

This is not causation but only correlation.  There are many other more solid reasons why dogs are better 
behaved these days.  There is a major increase in educating owners, in people getting involved in and 
taking behavior and obedience classes, working with dog trainers, reading.

A dog simply does not need to be off leash running around with a group of stranger dogs, turning into a 
pack of dogs, in order to be well trained, happy, and well socialized.

NYC has and needs a leash law.  The other side of the coin is the dog owner who does not spay or 
neuter his dog, does not vaccinate, does not train for obedience, has a potentially dangerous dog, and, 
even targets smaller dogs for fun.  The fact is, many people are still frightened of dogs.  And, many dogs 
for various reasons cannot be walked off leash; they may be elderly, blind, or deaf, or simply not have a 
reliable recall.

I am a dog walker and I spend more than four hours a day walking dogs all around Central Park.  In five 
years I have not seen a single PEP officer.  I have witnessed many infractions:  this off leash group 
disregards the courtesy hours:  their dogs are usually still off leash after 9:00 a.m., and almost always 
being to congregate off leash by around 7:00 p.m.  They do not leash their dogs when they leave a 
fenced gathering place.  They get abusive and down right threatening if asked to please leash their dogs.  
They let their dogs into the Lake, Pond, Pinetum, and areas where dogs simply are never allowed at any 
time of day.

I'm frankly sick of this group lobbying to abolish New York City's Leash Law.

Please put my comments into the record.

Thank you.

Christine Pellicano
304 East 89th Street
New York, NY 10128



From: <Spokesfool@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2006 10:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

i am so grateful that there are dogs in the park in the early mornings and 
evenings as i feel the park is safer and the dogs are a deterent to crime. there 
aren't enough dog runs and they are not lit in the evenings, so the off leash 
hours are the only chance i have to socialize my dog and actually see what he 
is doing as i work between 9 am and 9 pm. thank you for your time.

liz hoffmann
dog trainer



From: <PRaskas@aol.com>
To: <Resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:20 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

To Whom It May Concern,
 
After hearing about his situation, I'd like to briefly voice my opinion and  
concern.
 
Please remedy the situation by amending the NYC Health Dept. Code to make  it 
legal to Off-Leash between 9pm-9am, 7-days week.
 
The 'policy' has been successful for about 20 years for all parties.   
Without this policy being made legal, more dogs will be walked On-Leash during  
prime people hours.  People will come into more contact with less  socialized 
dogs, putting them at more risk.  Dogs will be less socialized  and not as 
effectively exercised, putting them at more risk.  
 
It's a win-win for all.
 
Thank You,
 
Paul Raskas
 
 
 



From: Patricia MacWilliams <patricia_macwilliams@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am a 20 year resident of New York Coty and have been fortunate enough to have two wonderful dogs
as companions and part of my family since 1994.

Both of my dogs are weigh over 50 lbs and their breeding (although both were rescued from
shelters)  demands that they receive exercise each day.    Without the parks and an opportunity
for them to run each morning and often later in the evening, it would be a miserable existence.  
For me, without my dogs and the neighbors I've met because of them, New York would be a lonelier
existence.

Thank goodness New York has historically extended a grace period for dog owners in the morning and
late evening.   I know from experience, that dog owners and their dogs make the parks safer and
friendlier during off hours.    I also know that during my morning walks in Central Park, I've met
hundreds of interesting New Yorkers - all united by their love of the outdoors, love of New York
City and love of their canine companions. 

It would be a shame if New York City's dog owners were reduced to walking their dogs on the leash
100% of the time.    Aside from the quality of life issues for dogs, their owners and other park
users, it can be expected that dog walks in the park would be reduced; sidewalk walks would
increase and dog urine/remnant fecal matter would increase. In other words, the sidewalks would
get dirtier!  In addition, it could also be expected that dog ownership would decline - increasing
the number of homeless animals in shelters and dramatically decreasing the joy and companionship
that dogs bring to so many New Yorkers' hearts. 

The off-leash hours are not a "nice to have" , but a "must-have" for thousands of New York dog
owners. 

I hope that the Amendment to make the off-leash hours official is made into law.

Thank you,

Patricia MacWilliams

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 



From: <FRASKAS@aol.com>
To: <Resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:28 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

 
To Whom It May Concern,
 
Please correct theOff-Leash dispute by doing the logical and ethical thing,  
that is to amend the NYC Health Dept. Code making it legal to  off-leash 
between 
9pm-9am all days of the week.
 
The 'policy' has proven successful for about 20 years for all  parties. More 
dogs were walked off-leash during non-prime people  hours.  People came into 
less contact with poorer socialized  dogs.    Dogs were better socialized and 
more effectively  exercised.  
 
It makes perfect sense for both sides.
 
Thank You,
 
Francine Raskas



From: "Sid Huang" <sidhuang@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006  9:46 PM
Subject: Off leash hours in city parks (In Support of Amendments to Section  165)

To Whom It May Concern:

 

I have taken advantage of our wonderful park system for many years on an
almost daily basis for many different activities - jogging, taking my kids
to the playground or baseball fields, bicycling, strolling, and more
recently, letting my dog run off leash during appropriate hours.  

 

Both before and since I got a dog, I have never had any problems with dogs
running off leash and I have always believed that this is a fair use of the
parks.  I also am certain that our parks are more secure because of off
leash hours, since this means that more people are using the parks for
legitimate purposes in the early morning or late evening.

 

Please allow off leash hours to continue!

 

Respectfully,

Sid Huang

 

P.S.  I have two children ages 7 and 12 who love to go to the park during
off leash hours so that they can enjoy being with all the dogs there.  At no
time have they ever felt threatened by any dogs - quite the contrary.



From: "John Spagna" <jspagna@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 10:28 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

This note regarding the elash laws will be brief.  The off the leash policy
is one of the most wonderful things about living in this city.  The park is
finally safe again and the off leash policy has, at the very least, helped
make it that way.  I have met more people at the various gathering places
around the park than I have doing ANYTHING els ein the city.
Banning the off leash hours would be an extreme and unnecessary action.
With so many things wrong with the city it would be a shame to cancel
something that promotes so much community and mental health.
At the very least, if this measure is passed, then I would hope that Central
Park would designate more off the leash enclosed spaces.
John Spagna
47 West 85th street
NY, NY 10024

-- 
Stay Classy,

I'm John Spagna



From: "Ido Engel" <idoengel@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 12:18 AM
Subject: Dogs off-leash in Central Park

Hi,

My wife and I live on Columbus and 81st. She's a Social Worker and I am a
Director of Sales in a high tech company.

Why are we willing to pay so much rent (*$3000* a month) for living in a 1
bedroom when we can enjoy suburbia?

Well, the answer is this location allows us to give ourselves and our dog
the life we want.

*We have chosen to live here, and to continue living here, becuase of the
park accomodates us as dog owners. We will move if we feel this is not the
case.*
**
Allow me to note that at night we are the only ones who are in the park,
making it safer for people to walk through, like teens that we often meet
there, walking alone.

Thanks,

Jonathan.



From: "lucky ho" <luckyho@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2006 12:23 AM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION  161.05  OF THE HEALTH CODE. 

Please let my doggie get his exercise and play with his friends. Thank you.

samantha

_________________________________________________________________
Say hello to the next generation of Search. Live Search – try it now. 
http://www.live.com/?mkt=en-ca



From: <Sunakamura@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006 12:24 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

I moved to NYC ten years ago.   I found the city a lonely place until I got a 
dog and started to go to Central Park and enjoy the off-leash policy the city 
had.   The City became a totally different place full of other friendly 
dog-lovers.   Dogs do wonders for the health and mentality of city dwellers.   They 
are great ice-breakers and thanks to the off leash hours, I have made 
countless friends and so have my dogs.   I have been told that my dogs are the best 
socialized dogs when it comes to bording them or playing with others no matter 
where we go.   

I also live part time in Westchester county, where most folks keep their dogs 
on leashes and fear that dogs they meet will growl and perhaps attack others. 
  The experience that I have had with my dogs in NYC has proven to me that 
the offleash hours actually contribute to my dogs being the 4 "Canine Good 
Citizens" that they are.   I really wish that more communities would allow dogs to 
have offleash hours, then more people would see how friendly our K-9   
citizens can be when given the chance.   

Our K-9 friends help us to keep the parks safe for all who come to visit our 
city.   I have met many tourists who come to Central Park to admire it's 
beauty and events and who smile when they see our dogs running and playing in the 
park.   The atmosphere in the park is one of relaxation because we all know 
that we are safe enjoying this daily out doors activity with our dogs.   Thanks 
to the current offleash policy our dogs are less over-weight and in general 
better health. Our dogs can run faster and play harder contributing to their 
overall wellbeing and muscle tone.   Then once home again they crash on the couch 
from happy exhaustion.   "A happy puppy owner is an exhausted puppy"   This 
could never be achieved with a simple leash walk. 

I urge you to ammend the leash law to allow us to continue this offleash "p
rivilege" that we have enjoyed for the past 20 years.   Our offleash hours 
truely contribute to NYC being the "dog friendly" city that it has become famous 
for being.

Susan Nakamura
Proud owner of 4 Canine Good Citizens 
  



From: "Christina M. Wilkinson" <nutrichris@rcn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  8:56 PM
Subject: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161.05 of the New York City  Health Code

Re: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161.05 of the New York City Health Code

 

Dear Health Department:

 

I am aware of your reputation as crusaders for protecting the health of the residents of New York City.  
The fact that you have chosen to tackle the subject of hidden Trans fat in foods is admirable and I believe 
will save plenty of lives and trips to the ER in the long run.

 

However, I am dismayed by your willingness to provide a loophole for the NYC Department of Parks and 
Recreation by amending the leash law to allow for off-leash recreation in parks without a dog run.  This 
will no doubt put more park users at risk.  In fact, it will even put those outside the park at risk, as 
evidenced by a recent dog attack in Maspeth, Queens.  A man was allowing his rottweiler to run around 
off-leash when it spotted a man walking his small dog on a leash outside the park. The rottweiler bolted 
out of the park and attacked, causing serious injury to both of them.  

 

The problem with "off-leash hours" is that this DOPR policy depends on the public to police themselves.  
There are no requirements that need to be met before an owner allows his of her dog off of its leash.  An 
owner doesn't have to prove that his or her dog is well-behaved before bringing it to a park and allowing it 
to run free.  As a result, many rollerbladers, bike riders, birders, pedestrians and horses have been 
chased, knocked down or bitten.

 

The fact that the Parks Department lists reasons on their website for why they enforce the leash law as 
currently written is plenty of evidence against this "relaxation" of the leash law.  FIDO, a dog owners 
group in Prospect Park, told their members to stop allowing their dogs to harass migrating birds in the 
most recent issue of their newsletter.  Even this "responsible dog owner's group" admits that many dog 
owners are simply not acting responsibly.

 

Here are some comments from people in my neighborhood who have had run-ins with off-leash 
advocates who believe that their "right" to exercise their dogs supersedes the rights of people who are 
using the park:

 

"While walking through Juniper Valley Park at 8:15 this morning, I could hear from behind me a dog 
rapidly approaching. I was walking on a path. I turned around to see a LARGE and aggressive looking 
dog running towards me. The dog came up to within 5 feet of me and then veered off."



"It was 8:20 a.m. and once again I had to call the police about being threatened by an unleashed dog. 
This morning, while walking the kids to school, we were approached by one of the eight unleashed dogs 
on the paved walking path in Juniper Valley Park."

 

Do you need further proof that there are irresponsible dog owners and that parks is not enforcing their 
own rules?  Well, here it is, from the very department that is now lobbying you to change the health code:

 

"There I stood, on a cool crisp winter day in Central Park, gazing down at the frozen body of a dead 
raccoon. This was the second dead raccoon that day, the fifth that week. Something was very, very 
wrong. Who, or what, was killing the raccoons?

 

.why do we find squirrels and ducks mauled to death? Because someone's uncontrolled (read: 
unleashed) dog attacked them. The moral of this story is: dispose of your garbage properly, and leash 
your dogs!

 

Have you solved by now the mystery of the dead raccoons? We sent the bodies to Ward Stone, 
pathologist for the Department of Environmental Conservation, for necropsy. He discovered tooth marks 
on the wounds: sure enough, an uncontrolled dog was the culprit. We increased our patrols, and the 
killing did stop."

 

That was taken from the Winter 2001 issue of the Redtailer, a newsletter published by the Urban Park 
Rangers, a division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.  What exactly has 
changed between then and now?  Are unleashed dogs only a threat to other people, pets, wildlife and 
vegetation during daylight?  From 9pm to 9am, dogs cannot possibly frighten, intimidate or annoy park 
visitors?  Dog poop deposited under cover of darkness does not carry disease?  Unleashed dogs that 
enter flower beds and lawns at night do not do damage, and plants are not killed by uric acid after 9pm?  
You must admit, these concepts sound pretty ludicrous.

 

The fact of the matter is that we are at a crisis point in our parks because of the 20-year illegal policy put 
in place by the DOPR.  Henry Stern instituted the off-leash hours in the 1980s because his agency could 
not afford to hire Parks Enforcement Patrol officers to cover the parks at night.  The public is paying the 
price for this today.  The number of people who have taken advantage of the off-leash hours has 
ballooned out of the control of the still undermanned Parks Enforcement Patrol.  Parks is now stuck, and 
now they are scrambling to change the leash law to save face.  And they are trying to use you to sanction 
what they have done.  Please do not be a part of this embarrassment.

 

The number of dogs in the city is estimated to be 400,000 by conservative estimates; 1.4 million by liberal 
estimates.  According to the Mayor's 2006 Management Report, there were 105,000 dog licenses issued 
last year.  This means that just over one fourth of the conservative estimate of dogs have been properly 
documented and vaccinated.  Of this number, a small percentage of these dogs are walked in public 
parks.  Of the dogs walked in parks, an even smaller percentage take part in off-leash activity.  Of those 
taking part in off-leash activity, even fewer owners are members of "responsible dog owner groups." NYC 



DOG states that it represents all the dog owner groups in the city, and this number, by their own 
admission, is only 20,000.  Please do not put the rest of the city at risk in order to appease a vocal 
minority.  Concentrate instead on increasing the number of dog licenses applied for and rabies 
vaccinations given which are measures within your domain aimed at protecting all of us.

 

Thank you.

 

Yours truly,

 

Christina Wilkinson

69-19 Caldwell Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

(718) 909-3831



From: "Heather Matarazzo" <heather.matarazzo@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:20 PM
Subject: WE SUPPORT OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTHCODE

Dear Health Department:

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of the amendment
to the New York "leash law" that would allow for the official adoption
of the currently unwritten off-leash period from 9 pm to 9 am.

As a New Yorker and as a dog-lover, I consider this policy of
off-leash hours to be an integral part of living in New York. I
believe very strongly it makes the parks safer, promotes community and
makes for better-socialized, better-behaved dogs – in fact, dog-bite
incidents went down after the start of the unwritten off-leash hours
policy 20 years ago!

I implore you to adopt the amendment making the off-leash hours policy
official. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Yours,

 Heather Matarazzo

 342 East 53rd St.
NY,NY 10022



From: <Sapla@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:20 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health:
 
As a dog owner of a rescued dog from the CACC, I am very concerned about  the 
current law suit regarding the off-leash policy. The 20-year off-leash hours  
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  NYC is enjoying an  
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours  
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs; In Central  Park 
where I walk  my dog three times daily and have the privilege of  letting her 
off leash between 9pm and 9am we have contributed to keeping the  park safer, 
since we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early  morning hours. 
 Those of us in the Central Park area around 93 rd Street  have established a 
sense of friendships as well as community;  and, as you  are aware, there are 
no dog runs in Central Park at any  location. The  off-leash policy is a 
great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open  until 9am), and only 
in certain designated locations. 
 
I am a responsible dog owner whose dog is always up to date with  her license 
and vaccinations as well as a chip.
 
It would be terrible for both me and my dog if the current policy were to  be 
changed.  
 
Sincerely yours,

Susan Ann Protter

320 Central Park  West 
New York, NY 10025
212  580-0115



From: "Mohana Amirtharajah" <amirtm01@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:23 PM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

To the New York Health Board,
>
>I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC
>parks. We have been a part of the dog community in New York for years and 
>we
>find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, the community would not
>be the same. The dogs at the 97th street park are generally friendly and
>well behaved. There are often infants, children and families very safely
>engaged in play with the dogs in the mornings. It is a wonderful time to
>socialize both people and dogs. We implore you not to take this very
>valuable time which means so much to many people and their families.
>
>The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
>policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
>incidents
>due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
>exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
>parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
>early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
>thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
>basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
>recreation
>opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
>abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
>available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
>and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
>is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - 
>it's
>only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
>9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
>Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
>licensed and vaccinated.
>
>Sincerely,
>
>Mohana Amirtharajah

_________________________________________________________________
Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free 
trip! 
http://www.imagine-windowslive.com/minisites/yahoo/default.aspx?locale=en-us&hmtagline



From: <Sapla@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I think that the current effort on the part of a small group of  people in 
one borough of this large city to deny a very special privilege to  dog-owners 
is a disgrace.
 
Every effort should be made to keep the  current off-leash policy for its 
many known benefits to the city and to the dogs  and their owners.
 
Please do not change the current  policy.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sakari Protter



From: "Howard Lambin" <hlambin@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Dears Sirs,

The off-leash policy's a good public health policy for both people and their
dogs. I support the amendments that the Department of Parks is trying to get
passed'

The off-leash policy balances the needs of all park users. Before 9am. the
park is predominantly used by runners and cyclist. They are on the roads.
The other parts of the park are pre picnickers, school children, tourist
ect. and are empty. Having so many dog owners helps maintain some security
in the parks. It is also a wonderful way to exercise a dog correctly and
socialize them. An exercised dog is a happy dog and a better neighbor. The
few hours before nine am. is also a way to cross social boundaries and meet
different people from all walks and all parts of the city.

It has been a very special and highly enjoyable part of my day for the last
seven years. Please don't take it away.

Best regards

Allison Ross Landon

Central Park user



From: Anna Grundstrom <anna@sharpentertainment.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:26 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Hi,

I'm writing in regards to saving the off-leash policy.

I was introduced to the dog world not too long ago in May when our friend
asked us to dog-sit his  11/2 year old pit-mix, whom he had adopted form a
shelter. She was so very shy in the beginning and refused to interact with
other dogs and was scared of most people.

But we started to take her out in the part in the morning before 9am so that
she had a chance to become more social and it worked. We also got a lot of
help from other dog owners. She is great with other dogs, as well as people,
today. And knowing that she is such a social dog, we also know that the risk
of her biting is very low.

To have the off-leash policy provides such a great environment for both dogs
and their owners. It's a place where you exchange ideas and advice about dog
care while the dogs play with one another.

Not only is it a great way of exercising your dog but it also provides for a
broader range of people to have dogs. For instance, a parent can bring their
child and exercise the dog at the same time. Senior citizens don't have to
worry about walking for hours, but can stand still while their dog plays.

It's also easier for both owners and the people who are working in the park
because the off-leash are only during a certain time and assigned to
designated areas. It keeps the park safer, since many of the owners do walk
their dogs late at night in the park as well.

To discontinue this policy will probably lead to a quite chaotic dog
society, where we will have more abandon dogs running the streets, people
will try to let them off the leash  in areas where they think no one is
watching, dogs will become less social and therefore the risk of dog bites
will be higher.

The off- leash policy means a lot for NYC dogs since many of us live in
smaller spaces. This is a way for them to feel some sort of freedom. They
are much happier dogs and we are much happier owners. It means a lot for the
NYC dog community to keep this tradition going.

Thank you,

-- 
Anna Grundstrom

Production Associate
Sharp Entertainment
Ph: 212.994.2227
email: anna@sharpentertainment.com



From: Marni Turner Serbin <marni_turner@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:29 PM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Sirs/Madames,
   
  I truly believe it is beneficial to the New York City community to continue to allow dogs off-leash in 
Central Park between 9PM-9AM daily.
   
  Due to strong enforcement, the dogs off -leash in the park are vaccinated.  
   
  Being in the park with other dogs increases positive socialisation with people and with other dogs, 
therefore decreasing the possibility of any negative incident.  It has come to my attention that dog-bite 
incidents have significantly decreased in the years that off-leash play has been in effect.
   
  The gathering of dogs who are playing together, and their owners in Central Park reduces crime and 
promotes a sense of community in the city. 
   
  Eliminating the use of the park for off-leash dogs during the restricted hours, would be detrimental to 
dogs as well as the people in this community; dog owners and non-dog owners alike.
   
  It is of paramount importance that the majority of responsible dog owners, be able to continue to have 
the privilege and right to use the park in a way that is beneficial to us and our dogs.
   
  Thank you for your attention to this matter.
   
  Marni Turner
  247 West 87th St. #7J
  New York, NY 10024



From: "Greenfield, Ellen (IT)" <Ellen.Greenfield@morganstanley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:30 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As I'm sure you've been deluged with comments on this subject, I will
keep my remarks brief.  I have been a responsible NYC dog-owner for most
of my life.  I've experienced the city with and without off-leash laws,
and let me tell you, with is better.  Not only for me and my dogs, but
the quality of life in the city as a whole.  

Every day, early morning and late evening, city dog owners share the
happy community of dog-friendly parks, and in so doing, help make those
parks safer for all users.  In addition, this has encouraged dog owners
to be more responsible in following pooper-scooper laws and in training
their dogs to behave their commands so that they can be trusted off
lead.  This, in turn, has reduced dog-aggression incidents to an
historic low.  Bottom line is, we LOVE our off-leash time in the parks.
It reduces stress in both dogs and humans and rarely if ever
inconveniences anyone.  It is a win-win situation.

To quote John Lennon, New York is "a dog town."  Please keep it friendly
to all of us who love man's (and woman's) best friend.

Thanks,

Ellen Greenfield
--------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE: If received in error, please destroy and notify sender. Sender does not intend to waive 
confidentiality or privilege. Use of this email is prohibited when received in error.



From: Natalie Danford <ndanford@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I am writing in support of the off-leash policy and its continuation. The
20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning
hours. 



From: <Shelsoffer@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:33 PM
Subject: we support offleash

as an 80 year old westside resident and having a series of dogs for the  past 
15 years I strongly plead that you amend section 161.05  of the Health  Code.
Most important factor is that after 9PM  Central Park has become so  much 
safer because the presence of the dogs and their owners make is so much  securer 
that the muggers etc do not come near the park in the evening.
One must become concerned about the excersing and socializing of   our pets 
mean so much for their well being.
PLEASE AMEND THIS ACT.
Sheldon Soffer
41 West 82 Street
NYC l0024



From: <EggBYP@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:36 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <CIMPATRICK@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:59 PM
Subject: Please amend Section 161.05. Save Off Leash

To Whom It May Concern:
 
       The benefits of the off leash  policy in the parks are truly far 
reaching.  Since adopting  a puppy 4 years ago my relationship with my park, 
Prospect Park,  and my  neighbors, adult and children has blossomed.  Prior to 
having a dog I used  the park for a bike ride or shortcut to the tennis courts. 
Now, I am a daily  user.  I feel exceptionally fortunate to live nearby such  a 
beautiful, dog friendly park.  I would be extremely disappointed if  the off 
leash policy was discontinued.   
 
       Six months after adopting a puppy my  husband and I adopted an infant 
girl. She has accompanied me and our dog to the  park in the early morning 
hours since she was born. As a result, my  daughter has a hearty and robust love 
of the outdoors and dogs.   She can walk with the dogs for almost 2 hours in 
virtually all weather  conditions.  She eagerly anticipates the weekend walks 
with my  husband.  Many young toddlers living in the city are confined to  
their strollers so much they have little ability or knowledge of taking  walks in 
the woods or parks.  Without the off leash time in the park,  my daughter 
would not have this daily outdoor experience the park can  provide. 
 
      One might argue that walking the dog on  the leash could provide the 
same experience but it won't.  Far  fewer people would use the park at the 
designated times and this would  compromise the feeling of safety that currently 
exists.  Are you aware that  parents of infants and toddlers who don't have dogs 
actually make a point of  going to the park, particularly dog beach, during 
off leash?  They go for  an early morning activity and to introduce their 
children to animals in a  friendly environment.  One friend with an 8 year old 
actually  borrows my dog to take to the park during  off leash so that she can 
coax  her son outdoors in the mornings during the hot summer  months.  If off 
leash was discontinued, these parents too would not  feel comfortable to use the 
park in the early morning hours.  
 
      Although I have lived in Park Slope for  25 years, it wasn't until 2 
years ago I  joined the Prospect Park  Alliance and became an active supporter 
in the fund raising  efforts.   My interest in the park is directly related  to 
the positive impact that the off leash experience and the playgrounds  have 
made on my family life.   I urge you to consider that many  more than just dog 
owners have an interest in maintaining the off leash policy  so that they too 
can enjoy the park with well socialized dogs at all  hours.   Thank you for 
taking the time to consider the  opinions of the New Yorkers you serve.  
                                                                              
            Sincerely,
 
                                                                              
             Holly Kilpatrick
                                                                              
            579  10th Street
                                                                              
             Brooklyn, NY  11215
                                                                              
              718-499-8079



From: <Leigh.Nemetz@bakerbotts.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:09 PM
Subject: Please Save the Off-Leash Policy

As a dog-owner in New York City, I am constantly questioned by out of
towners on having a dog, especially a large one (a golden retriever) in
the city.  "What do you do with him in the apartment?" I am asked.  The
answer is that we play fetch in the narrow space we have, and we go to
Central Park.

Since my dog was a puppy, we have been taking him to Central Park in the
early morning hours to run around, off leash and free to frolic.  Having
the freedom to approach and interact with other dogs and their owners
has made our dog an extraordinarily friendly and gentle creature.  The
fellow dog owners I have met are all concerned, responsible dog parents.
Our vet takes his dogs to the same spot in the park that we go to, and
people consistently approach him with questions and concerns about
animal health. What's more, any aggressive behavior by another dog is
strongly discouraged and self-policed by the groups of people who gather
each morning with their dogs.

Having a dog in New York City, like living in this city, is both a
privilege and a responsibility.  Those of us who have chosen to take on
the responsibility of caring for a dog in the city understand the
importance of keeping our dogs healthy and happy, which means not only
vaccinated and free from diseased, but exercised and socialized.  The
off leash policy is a wonderful, essential aspect of dog life in New
York, and must be protected.

Sincerely,
Leigh M. Nemetz

Leigh M. Nemetz
Baker Botts L.L.P.
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY  10112
212.408.2595 Direct Phone
212.259.2595 Direct Facsimile
917.856.9170 Mobile
E-mail: leigh.nemetz@bakerbotts.com



From: <doglover679@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:10 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Dog Hours

To whom it may concern;
 
The idea that the off-leash hours for dogs in the parks of New York should be permanently banned is 
absurd. How will our dogs get the exercise and playtime they need and deserve if it's illegal? The dogs of 
New York City have a limited amount of time in the park as it is, and those early mornings when they can 
run with their friends are not only physically helpful but mentally helpful, in that they are able to enjoy 
themselves.
 
Our dogs, who are loyal citizens, deserve a chance to enjoy their parks to the fullest. They thrive on that 
short amount of time when they can run carelessly through the grass with the other dogs. The very fact 
that a thought like ending off-leash hours for dogs would even cross a New Yorkers' mind is ridiculous. 
Loyal and smart New Yorkers know that dogs are the heart and soul of this city, of this community. It is 
completely inconsiderate to our dogs to get rid of that privilege.
 
Yours,
Danielle A. Bernstein
Dog Owner
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Dolores Sypowicz" <DSypowicz@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:13 PM
Subject: Off Leash Dogs

Please do not pass a law preventing dogs from being off-leash in NYC parks
with their owners.  It is so important for them to have socialization and
exercise with other dogs.

 

Dolores Sypowicz

Bellerose, Queens



From: Lynn Radov <lpradov@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:20 PM
Subject: Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  Policy

I have lived in Brooklyn across the street from Prospect Park since I 
moved here in 1984.  In this time, I have enjoyed walking in the Park 
for exercise, early in the mornings, accompanied by my dogs.  For the 
most part, dog owners who value this offleash time are considerate, 
clean up the Park in the morning, and are safety-conscious.  I value 
this time for my mental health as well as for exercise.  Further, dog 
owners who utilize the offleash time are part of an important group 
of people, from every walk of life, who believe that the quality of 
life in New York is paramount.  Prospect Park, as well as other 
sites, has been a cleaner, safer, and more social place due to those 
dog owners who participate in offleash hours.  



From: "Thomas M. Sweeney Jr" <TSweeney@ccj.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:21 PM
Subject: Amending Article 161 of the New York City Health Code

I am strongly opposed to the proposed amendment to Article 161 of the health code, which amendment 
will allow dogs to run unleashed around our parks.  I have never owned a dog, but I have been made to 
suffer greatly so that irresponsible dog owners can impose their whim on the public at large.  I am an 
asthmatic and cannot breath in the presence of dogs.  I have been bitten, menaced and harassed by 
many dogs, and then harassed again by their irresponsible owners.  
The City's parks will no longer be accessible to me, with unleashed dogs running wild while their feckless 
owners sit on their asses.
The rights of the human citizens of this City must take priority over the whims of irresponsible dog 
owners.
Even considering this amendment clearly shows that this administration does not place the welfare of its 
citizenry before the whim of a vocal class of misanthropists, as has your failure to enforce the law.

What you should be entertaining is mandatory insurance for all dogs - how many more children must be 
maimed for life by dogs owned by judgment-proof owners, before you people do your job - of protecting 
the public, instead of catering to the vocal special interests.  Fines for failing to pick up dog feces should 
be increased and all costs associated with dogs should be paid for only with revenue from fees collected 
from dog owners -All dog-runs should be paid for and maintained only  with fees from dog owners.

The New York City Health Code is supposed to improve and preserve the health of its citizens, NOT the 
health of dogs.  It is beyond the power delegated to you in the authorizing legislation to enact regulations 
designed to improve dogs' health; any  such amendment would be ultra vires.   Amending Art 161 will 
have the opposite effect.  You would be imposing dogs on citizens whose health will be impaired as a 
result.  More people will be bitten, more children will contract coliform infections from the additional dog 
shit, and asthmatics will be driven from the parks.

Most dog owners do not comply with the pooper-scooper law, the License tag law or the 6-foot leash law 
- your enforcement efforts in this regard are negligible.

Passing such an amendment would be an abrogation of your duty to protect the public - what else is 
new?

Cheers,
-Tom  

Thomas M. Sweeney, Jr. 
711 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017
Direct Dial: 212.798.0129
Firm Main Tel. No.: 212.972.6161
Fax No.: 212.557.2952
email:   tsweeney@ccj.net 



From: <mredding@fsa.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:41 PM
Subject: Article 161 hearing

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am writing in support of allowing dogs to walk off-leash in New York 
City parks during specified hours.  Although I feel strongly about them, I 
won't repeat to you the same arguments about crime rates, socialization, 
and quality of life that you have no doubt received.  I would just note 
that dogs contribute to the City and its life in a lot of intangible ways. 
 

I live in a neighborhood densely packed with hotels and tourists, and I am 
stopped several times a week by people who want to meet my Labrador 
retriever, Milo.  Often they want to pet him because they miss their own 
dogs, and they ask me how I manage having an 85-pound dog in the city. The 
answer is, of course, the off-leash hours in Central Park.  Given how 
often we are stopped on the street or in the store by strangers who want 
to meet Milo, I have come to believe that Milo is, to put it bluntly, good 
PR for the city. 

Milo actually is a fairly well known dog, as some weeks ago he swallowed 
some meat with pins in it, which he found in Central Park.  The vet found 
31 pins in his stomach (and estimated that there was more than 100 in the 
meat as a whole), but happily Milo is recovered.  Thanks to word of mouth 
and the efforts of the Central Park Conservancy, we were able to get the 
word out to warn other dog owners of the event, including through the 
press -- within a couple of days Milo was on all the NY television news 
programs, was written up in the Post and the Daily News, and his story was 
even picked up by the AP.  I tell you this because it shows the interest 
that people have in animals' well-being.  Indeed, the reporters told me 
that people were calling in and asking about Milo after the story ran, and 
my vet tells me that he still gets asked about it.  To me, this is a 
reflection of New Yorkers' caring for each other -- for every unknown 
person that leaves tainted meat out, there are many many more that want to 
help. 

For many people one of the measures of a person and, by extension, a 
community, is how well they treat their dog.  I hope that the Health 
Department agrees that New York's dogs and their owners deserve to have 
the right to retain the off-leash rights.

Thank you for your consideration.

Martha M. Redding
200 West 54th St, Apt. 11J
New York, NY 10019
____________________________________
This e-mail message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and
may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If 
you
are not the intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible to
deliver it to the intended recipient), you may not copy or deliver this



message to anyone. In such case, you should destroy this message and 
kindly
notify the sender by reply e-mail.



From: "Tara Lipton" <Tara.Lipton@citibabes.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  5:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: Kristin Giacopelli <kgflutter13@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; Since there 
are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks;The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks 
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.
   
  Thank you,
  Kristin Giacopelli
  and Kuma

 
---------------------------------
Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo! Music Unlimited Try it today.



From: "Steve Hogden" <shogden@ryanassociates.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  6:10 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

I request that the Section 161.05 of the Health Code be amended, in
support of the now 20-year old off-leash hours policy.  My experience is
that this is a successful public health policy.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer,
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours.  Therefore, creating more of them, in some areas which
may not be as safe now, could promote additional safe areas.

The off-leash policy seems effective during restricted hours and only in
certain designated locations;

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Steve Hogden



From: <DianneB724@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  6:39 PM
Subject: I Support Off-Leash law

PLEASE - Our dogs need supervised freedom.
Dianne Benson
2 Beekman Place
NYC NY 10022



From: <Kattunney@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  6:49 PM
Subject: Off-leash Hours

Ladies & Gentlemen:
 
Please continue to promote a kinder, gentler NY by keeping the  lovely 
tradition of Off-Leash Hours in Central Park!
 
The many NY parades that spill over to Central Park are a lot  more of a 
nuisance and a threat to public health than the grateful  dogs & their [for the 
most part] responsible and respectful  owners. 
 
Sincerely,
 
K. Tunney  



From: Bill Montgomery <bill.montgomery@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to urge you to please amend Section 161.05 of the Health  
Code to clarify and strengthen the current Off-leash Hours policy in  
New York City parks.

Walking my dog off-leash every morning in Central Park before 9 am is  
one of the best things about living in New York City.

I have a 15-pound dog named Charley. He is very friendly and well- 
behaved. He has had extensive obedience training and behaves when he  
is off-leash -- he comes when called and stops when told. He has a  
Canine Good Citizen certification from the American Kennel Club. He  
is fully licensed and vaccinated. He is only off-leash during the  
proper hours and in the proper locations.

I live next to Central Park and walking him daily in the park allows  
him to continue to be well-socialized by playing off-leash with other  
dogs. The fact that he can play off-the-leash before 9 am keeps both  
him and me in good health.

It also means I meet many more people than I would otherwise. My dog  
is a regular participant in several of the informal dog play groups  
that cluster around different areas of the park. I have come to know  
many of these people well. I feel safer in the park in the early  
morning and at night, seeing so many people with their dogs. I find  
the majority of dog owners are responsible, friendly, and care not  
only about their dogs, but about the park. Quite a few of them have  
adopted an abandoned NYC dog. I live in an area that is not  
particularly close to a dog run, and I meet many people who prefer  
allowing their dog off-leash than in dog runs. Owners I see who let  
their dogs off-leash in the park before 9 am watch their dogs and  
make sure they are behaving.

I find that dogs who live in NYC and are able to enjoy the off-leash  
hours are invariably better socialized and friendly than dogs who  
have little contact with other dogs.

Please amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code to clarify and  
strengthen the current Off-leash Hours policy in New York City parks.

Sincerely,

William F. Montgomery
44 W. 89th St., Apt. 2A
New York, NY 10024



From: Lucy Bruell <lucy@labruell.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:02 PM
Subject: Please preserve off-leash hours for the city's dogs

I am writing to urge you to pass the amendment saving Off-leash hours 
for dogs in New York City.  I have been a dog owner for over six years 
and walk my dog at least two times a day in Central Park, at six in the 
morning and nine o'clock in the evening.  In my walks I have never 
witnessed an incident where anyone has been hurt by a dog.  The dog 
owners I encounter know what it means to be responsible for their pets.  
And because we are there throughout the year, including the most bitter 
and the shortest days, we help keep the park safe.   Our dogs love the 
freedom they have during the off-leash time. Their daily runs keep them 
well socialized, calm and better able to adapt to the stresses of city life.

 Please, pass the amendment.
Lucy Bruell on behalf of Kozmo.dog



From: <tjwoznmgm@aol.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:05 PM
Subject: tjwoznmgm@aol.com

I am addressing my concern regarding the off leash  ruling for NYC dogs.  I 
do hope that the dogs will continue to be allowed  to have the privilege of 
being off leash before 9 AM in Central  Park.
 
 I am concerned that this will be taken away from the  dogs and the dog 
owners.  I have 2 small dogs, both of which are licensed  here in NYC.    I take 
them to the park frequently before 9 AM so  they can run freely for the time 
they are allowed.  It is such  good exercise for them and a great energy release. 
  Not having this privilege would be horrible.  And  the dogs would not do 
well at all having to be on leash all the  time.   
 
  I stay away  from the enclosed dog runs in the City.  They are small, 
usually  over crowded.   Dogs get sicker more often from these dog runs, fights  
occur more often in the enclosed dog runs.   And the last time I  took my dogs 
there they sat under the bench next to me just waiting until I took  them out.  
 
 
   So please continue this privilege for all of the  dog owners. 
 
   Thank you for your time
 
    Terry Wozniak 



From: "Margot Kirsis" <mbkirsis@surfree.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:14 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

My adorable 8 month old weimaraner is a real New York youngster, and she plays every weekday 
morning behind the tennis courts with other New York City canine companions. These companions are 
excellent citizens of the city of New York, they provide us owners with warmth and good humor. People 
feel good just looking at my dog, and she keeps me exercised and out of the isolation of my house.
She is a also revenue producing member of the community, and we pay fees for her to the City of New 
York.
Please keep the off leash hours Policy in effect for the sake of all New Yorkers. Right now she has a 
great great great New Yok City kind of life.

Thank you.

Margot Kirsis
West 95th Street
Manhattan



From: Michaela Hall <michaelahall@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:43 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear Friends,

My husband and  my beautiful, healthy and trained dogs and I hope  
that you will not deprive us of our favorite activity, taking walks  
off the leash before 9 and after 9. We treasure this privilege and  
believe it to be mutually beneficial for us and the city for the  
following reasons:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours
  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Yours,
Michaela Hall
Manhattan Resident and Dog Owner



From: "Michael Fleischer" <MFleischer@bogen.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:44 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of any efforts you can make to preserve or
extend the toleration of dogs being off-leash in the city parks.  I
realize that you have to consider many competing interests.  I hope you
will be able to work out some compromise whereby this minor amenity in
favor of dogs and their owners can be preserved.

 

Thank you,

 

Michael Fleischer

498 West End Avenue #10C

NY NY 10024



From: Kevin Rocap <Kevin.Rocap@liu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Dear friends,

I own two small Havanese dogs.  Extremely friendly to both humans and 
other dogs.  Having occasional off-leash time in Prospect Park, Brooklyn 
is essential to their health and well-being.  I also find that many park 
goers are engaged and entertained in watching them and seeing them in 
the park.  I don't think that only dog owners benefit from off-leash 
laws and a dog-friendly park environment.  Since off-leash times are 
often early morning or dusk the presence of a number of dog owners 
likely contributes to keeping the parks social and safe spaces for dog 
owners and non-dog owers alike.

As I understand it the 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy and NYC is enjoying historically low 
rates of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since 
it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs.  Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs 
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours and only in certain 
designated locations.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you in advance for supporting this amendment!

In Peace,
Kevin Rocap
Prospect Heights, Brooklyn, NY



From: "A Bolin" <abolin@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

1) The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.
2) For most dog owners, the time frame concerned is 6:00am to 9:00am; each owner and dog remaining 
on average ONE HOUR in the park.  
3) The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, fostering a sense of community.  
4) Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks. 
5) The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, such as City dogs 
being licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Karen Kuller" <k_kuller@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sir or Madam, 

As a native New Yorker and recent proud dog owner, I am very concerned that the Offleash Policy is at 
risk. 

Since getting my dog, I have discovered that being a dog owner is one of the most quintessential NYC 
experiences.  When you have a dog in NYC, you are suddenly privy to a whole new side of this city - a 
whole community of other dog owners who share a strong comraderie and love for their canine friends.  
Having a dog has also helped me to discover just how warm New Yorkers really are - rarely a day goes 
by that someone doesn't stop me on the street to pet Shusha or comment on how wonderful she is.  

The offleash rules in the park are a critical part of what makes it possible to have a dog in New York.  
Without them, our dogs would be denied the ability to play and socialize in a natural setting.  Offleash 
rules make it possible for everyone to enjoy the park - dogowners and non-dogowners alike.  Please do 
not take this very important policy away from us. 

Many thanks, 
Karen 



From: "Laurie Wedemeyer" <lwedemeyer@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:20 PM
Subject: Keep Off Leash Hours for Humans' Sake and Dogs' Sake

One of the highlights of my husband's and my years in NYC has been the
adoption of our dog, Rosie, from the pound.  Seven years after moving to a
cramped Brooklyn apartment, our dream of having a dog was realized.  For my
40th birthday, my husband surprised me with a trip to a local vet's office
for a dog he had viewed on www.petfinders.com.  She was perfect and wanted
nothing more than to be our loving, furry friend.  Rosie has been a perfect
companion.  An abondoned 6 month old.  She tried hard to please us and to
tell us when she needed to go OUTSIDE.

A new world was about to unfold.

Our first walk into Prospect Park, during off leash hours, was a
transporting experience.  And though we had lived across the street from the
park for seven years, we did not have any idea that a parallel universe
awaited us and our dogs.  Truly another "only in NY" experience.  Rosie is a
field retriever, a "red" golden, and she is built to run and play.  As we
unhooked her leash, she was in her heyday.  She tore off as fast as her
amber legs would let her go, only to cut left and turn to see where we
were.  Then, running back again to us.  Green grass beckoned, mud puddles,
sticks, leaves, pond, and other dogs.

Soon we knew Ralph and Angus, Molly and Pepsi, Nala and Hazel.  We did not
always know the names of the owners, but Dugan, Kato, Sally, Daisy,
Brooklyn and Loki soon became fast friends.

Days upon days and season upon season my dog and I and my husband have
enjoyed the beauty of the early morning and late night park off leash.
Owners are generally respectful and law abiding, this law serves to hold up
the good and necessary for humankind and our best and furry friends.   The
OFF LEASH HOURS are not a luxury, but something both dogs and the humans
require.  It is society at its (mostly) best and most pleasant.  There are
many other hours in the day when leashed animals must obey. But for the
fleeting moments of morning together, with Rosie, leave us, please, to our
walking and running and chasing and coming back...with the ball.

Please preserve our freedom. We respectfully obey the law, so can it not
continue successfully to accomodate humankind, and that gentler and more
noble best friend?

If you are not convinced, then join us for a walk anyday.  We will see you
at 7:00AM.

Signed,

Laurie Wedemeyer and Rosie-Posey



From: <Tetoncello@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:08 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  

I am totally in favor of the dogs being allowed to run free, please help  us



From: "Lance Silverman" <lsilverm@yu.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:17 AM
Subject: Support for Off-Leash Hours

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am writing in support of the continuation of laws or policies that allow
dogs to be off-leash 9 PM to 9 AM in designated NYC park locations. 
Owning a dog is important to my health personally as it is to many dog
owners, as it promotes my getting outside regularly, walking in the park,
and socializing with other dog owners.  These are important to physical
and psychological health.

As you know, owning a pet is emotionally important to people who live
alone especially.  Many dog owners are older people who cannot always get
to dog runs, yet who have dogs that need exercise for their health.  The
off-leash policies promote socializing of people who live alone, including
older residents and others.  It adds to their health and well being.

Parks should be for the enjoyment and benefit of everyone.  The off-leash
policies that are currently in place are a fair compromise between the
interests of dog owners and others.  Please work to keep these policies in
place.

Respectively yours,

Lance Silverman
425 West End Ave. (4B)
New York, NY 10024



From: <Bansonnyc@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:29 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep the present off-leash  policy in the parks. It has a happy and 
civilizing effect on both owner and dog. 
In these 20 years of the parks'  enlightened policy, Central Park (for one) 
has become much safer. I remember how  it used to be, and I'm grateful for the 
way it is now. When there are dogs  running around nearby, no one gets mugged. 
Thank you for your  consideration,
Barbara  Anson



From: <ketsip1@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: Rob Jett <macrepairs@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:30 PM
Subject: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code

Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street, CN-31
New York, NY 10013

Subject: Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York  
City Health Code

Council Members,

I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition regarding  
"Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health  
Code."

The mission of the New York City Department of Health and Mental  
Hygiene is to ensure the health and welfare of all New Yorkers. Below  
are three excerpts taken from the "Statement of Purpose" listed in  
the "Board of Health Notice of Adoption of Amendments to Sections  
161.03, 161.04 and 161.05 of The New York City Health Code":

"The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (the  
“Department”) is authorized and required by law to  promote  and  
protect the health and safety of New York City residents and visitors  
by ensuring an environment free from animal-borne diseases and  
hazards, as well as those caused by other vectors.  Article 161  
contains various provisions related to issues of public health  
concern in ownership and management of animals in the City of New York."

"New York State and New York City animal control laws are intended to  
safeguard the health and safety of the public. In addition to having  
their dogs actively vaccinated against the disease of rabies,  
responsible dog owners must obtain a license (New York City Dog  
License Law, Ch. 115 of the Laws of 1894, as amended);  attach a dog  
license tag to the dog’s collar when the animal is in a public place  
(see, Health Code §161.04); hold the dog on a leash no longer than  
six feet when the dog is in a public place (see, Health Code  
§161.05); and remove their dog’s feces from any public areas (see,  
Health Code §161.03 and New York Public Health Law §1310)."

"Licensing companion dogs is increasingly seen as an important  
indicator of responsible dog ownership, reducing the numbers of  
strays, biting incidents and homeless, unwanted animal over- 
population. It enables owners of stray dogs to be more easily be  
identified so that lost dogs may be returned to their owners. It  
makes it possible for the Department to identify and control biting  
and dangerous dogs, and to control rabies."

According to the American Veterinary Medicine Association, an  
estimated 4.7 million Americans will be bitten by dogs this year. As  
many as 800,000 people annually require medical treatment for dog  



bites. About 12 people each year die from dog attacks. According to  
the Insurance Information Institute, insurance companies paid $317.2  
million for dog bite liability claims in 2005 alone. The primary  
victims are children. The median age of patients bitten was 15 years,  
with children, especially boys aged 5 to 9 years, having the highest  
incidence rate. Children seen in emergency departments were more  
likely than older persons to be bitten on the face, neck, and head.  
Severe injuries occur almost exclusively in children less than 10  
years of age (Center for Disease Control and Prevention).

In addition to these concerns is the increasing incidence of rabies  
in both New York City and New York State. This year the Department of  
Health and Mental Hygiene has already issued three health or medical  
alerts (2006 DOHMH Alert #11, #25, #36) regarding the current rabies  
outbreak.

The latest estimates put the New York City dog population at 1.5  
million (Robert A. Marino, Vice President, NY Council of Dog Owners  
Groups). Of that number only 84,547, or 5.6%, are licensed  
(Department of Health, CAP, year to date April 2006). Last year there  
were 5,385 dog bites reported in New York City. As unacceptably high  
as that number is, Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine  
Animal Health Newsletter states that "Dog bites have long been  
recognized as one of the most under reported of all injuries". It  
should be noted that the city does not maintain statistics on the  
number of dogs injured by other dogs, dogs lost, dogs killed by  
automobiles, injuries other than bites or injuries incurred as a  
direct result of an uncontrolled dog.

On April 14, 1999 the then commissioner of parks, Henry J. Stern had  
a press conference where he announced a comprehensive program to  
increase compliance with the NYC leash laws. Present at the event was  
Noreen E. Baxter, Vice President of the American Kennel Club. The  
President and Chief Executive Officer of the American Kennel Club,  
Alfred L. Cheaure, wrote to the commissioner and commended Parks &  
Recreation for its attempts to curb irresponsible and reckless dog  
owners. He also called for new enforcement efforts "...to protect the  
rights of dog owners as well as city residents." (Department of Parks  
& Recreation Newsroom Media Advisories, Thursday, April 14, 1999, no.  
72). In addition, the Department of Parks and Recreation website  
(Things to Do, New York City Dog Runs In New York City - Tuesday,  
October 3, 2006), states:

"To the dog owners who still gripe about leash laws, Parks &  
Recreation enforces the health code laws for several reasons. First,  
unleashed dogs pose potential danger to people and to other dogs.  
Many park users, horses, park wildlife and leashed dogs have been  
attacked and bitten by unleashed dogs. Second, many park visitors are  
frightened by dogs and may find unleashed dogs to be intimidating or  
annoying. Third, unleashed dogs are more likely to leave behind waste  
that is not picked up by their owners; canine waste is a known source  
of several pernicious zoonotic diseases. Finally, unleashed dogs  
destroy lawns and flower beds: areas used as informal "dog runs" have  
been severely damaged by the combination of wear and uric acid, a  
known killer of plant life."



In the publication, "New York City Parks/Parks and Recreation: Third  
Biennial Report, January 1998 – June 2000" (page 10), is the  
following section:

"Leash Law - Dogs are a wonderful presence in parks, but unleashed  
dogs can cause serious problems. They collide with joggers and  
bicyclists, frighten children and senior citizens, soil the landscape  
and trample lawns and fragile areas. Occasionally, they bite humans  
and small mammals. To help improve leash law compliance, Parks  
launched an initiative in March 1999 focusing on education,  
enforcement, and environmental restoration. Since then, citywide  
compliance has increased substantially."

Keeping one's dog(s) on a leash in public places is endorsed by no  
less than the ASPCA, the Humane Society, the American Kennel Club and  
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In addition the the  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there are countless  
animal and medical associations that sponsor annual responsible dog  
ownership and dog bite prevention education drives. Of the top ten  
most populous cities in the United States, New York City in number  
one in both total population and population density. All ten cities  
have municipal laws that require dogs to be leashed when in public  
places. Why the most densely populated of those cities would even  
consider allowing  unleashed dogs in unenclosed areas defies logic.

Nothing in the physical properties of New York City's green spaces,  
population or the instinctive behavior of dogs has suddenly changed  
that would make allowing them to run, unleashed in public places a  
good idea. I live in Park Slope, next to Prospect Park. Since 1996 I  
have seen the number of unleashed dogs increase from several dozen to  
several hundred. On May 11, 2002 an article by Amy Sachs about  
unleashed dogs and "courtesy hours" in Prospect Park was published in  
"The Daily News". In the article she writes, "The 526 acre Brooklyn  
oasis offers the most generous off-leash privileges of any of the  
city's parks. Resembling an English countryside more than urban  
sprawl, the park provides [her] and hundreds of dog owners the  
longest off-leash courtesy hours and the largest spaces - including  
three meadows, where a spring Saturday attracts up to 700 free-range  
canines."

The unofficial parks department policy that permits dogs to run off  
leash in unenclosed areas between the hours of 9 pm and 9 am (and  
during certain months, 5pm to 9am) has created scores of problems in  
Prospect Park. First, neither the courtesy rules nor the leash laws  
are ever enforced. Dogs can be found running, unleashed on sports  
fields, horse paths, open fields, roads, woodlands and swimming in  
waterways. It has escalated to the point where the unleashed dogs  
prevent me, my wife and dozens of our friends from exercising in  
Prospect Park in the early morning or late afternoon. I have attached  
four photos that show how dog owners routinely ignore the rules. In  
addition, I have created a website that documents the problem and  
provides photographs, videos, articles, letters and informational  
links (http://brooklynparks.blogspot.com).

The Department of Parks and Recreation currently has 53 fulltime  
Parks Enforcement Patrol officers. They work eight hours a day, five  



days a week. Among other tasks, PEP officers are responsible for the  
enforcement of the leash law in the city's 1,700 parks. If they  
cannot manage the existing "unofficial" rules, what will happen if  
the Department of Parks is legally permitted to allow unleashed dogs  
in "certain areas at certain times"?

I respectfully appeal to the members of the Board of Health to use  
common sense and their oath to protect the health and welfare of all  
New Yorkers and reject the proposal to amend Article 161.

Rob Jett
568 5th Street
Brooklyn, NY  11215

Enclosures (4)
****



From: E Line <e-line@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

The fact is that the current policy  has been good-- not only for the  
dogs and their apartment-dwelling owners but even for the people who  
totally hate dogs-- since the latter know exactly when and where the  
dogs will be when they're frolicking off leash and can easily avoid  
them.  I'd like, for a change, to see some personal responsibility  
among the people who categorically want to ban what they don't like,  
instead of using their own judgment and their ability to choose.

Dogs need exercise and an outlet for energy that can't be  
accomplished with a brief walk on a leash, and dogs who are allowed  
to experience this freedom are happy, friendly and peaceable, in  
other words,  they're much  less likely to offend the too-easily- 
offended, whose numbers seem to be growing.

As it is, there are far too many dogs filling the shelters, badly  
needing a home.  Access to this kind of off-leash recreation  
encourages people who need and love dogs to adopt  these dogs who  
need and love people.  There are too few dog runs available in the  
city, and the parks are ideal; a good healthy experience for both  
owners and dogs. The people who want to ban this are just plain  
selfish and shouldn't be rewarded.

I support the proposed amendments and urge you to continue this  
sensible policy which appears to be fair to all.

Linda Stewart
NYC 10021



From: <Esamye@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  7:47 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health  
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related  incidents 
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  and 
exercised dogs; 
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since  
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of  
community.  You should not ignore all of the robberies and assaults that  the 
dogs have assisted with and prevented due their being in the Park.  The  dogs 
need exercise too and a small amount of freedom.  Don't let the  irresponsible 
dog owners SPOIL everything for the  responsible dog owners.
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and  
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.   Since there  are not 
enough dog runs available in the City (and the City should expand them),  the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  
areas of City parks;   Why would the City continue to  allow all of those 
innocent animals in the City Shelters be put to sleep  permanently for lack of 
homes.  We are responsible for the domestication of  these animals and therefore, 
we should provide a safe environment for  them.
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and  again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible  dog ownership, as City 
dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Mary Willingham
 



From: <Charmgemmel@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:04 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section  165

 
 
To:   Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health 
This  memo is in support of amending Section 161.05 of the Health Code to 
save the  off-leash policy for dogs. 
There  are many reasons for recommending that you save the off-leash policy.  
I will address just one of them – the  social aspect.  Off-leash time in  the 
park provides an opportunity for dog people to meet and socialize with other  
dog people.  Frequently the only  common denominator is our dogs.  We  learn 
tolerance and often gain respect for others whose education, race,  age, or 
economic situation differs from ours.  This in turn leads to a  safer more 
civilized city for all. 
For  this and myriad other reasons, I urge you to adopt the off-leash policy 
for  dogs. 
Sincerely  yours, 
Charlotte  M Gemmel 
415 Third  Street 
Brooklyn  NY 11215 



From: "Richard Malen" <docric@verizon.net>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:47 AM
Subject: Amend Article 161: Off Leash Policy

Members of the NYC Health Board 
Department of Health
c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street, CN-31
New York, NY  10013
 
 
Re: Amend Article 161: Off Leash Policy
 
Members of the NYC Health Board, Department of Health:
c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health :
 
I have been a dog owner for over twenty-five years and urge the Department
of Health to SAVE NYC's off-leash policy for dogs.  
Very few dogs are vicious and very few owners are irresponsible.  It would
be a shame for all of us to lose the off-leash privilege.  
 
Off-leash provides a valuable opportunity for dogs to socialize and to
exercise.  And, for owners, too!  
 
I have breast cancer.  Between surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation
treatment I have little strength and energy.  Somehow I manage to get out to
Central Park to take advantage of the off-leash hours so the dogs can play a
little with other dogs, since it is difficult for me to play with them.
Other owners help us along and look after us. 
 
The time I spend outdoors with the dogs is precious.  Each day is a blessing
and helps me find strength and harmony to heal my wounds and to deal with my
cancer.  
 
Please, never forget that off-leash policy benefits much, much, much, much
more than it hurts New Yorkers!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Caryl Lee 
123 East 75th Street, 3G
NY, NY 10021



From: "Richard Malen" <docric@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:51 AM
Subject: Off Leash Law

                                                                Richard L
Malen, MD

                                                                 115 East
86th Street

                                                                New York NY
10028                                                  

 
Tel:(212)722-5080 Fax:(212)722-3290

 

October 30, 2006

 

Members, NYC Board of Health

Department of Health

c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary Board of Health

126 Worth Street, CN-31

New York NY 10013

 

Re: Off Leash Policy in City Parks

 

Dear Sirs and Madams:

 

                I am writing as a New York City resident, health
professional, educator, psychiatrist, and dog owner to support continued
off-leash dog access to the city parks.  

 

                I observe in my psychiatric practice the salutary effect of
canine companionship and encourage dog human socialization.  In a stressful
urban environment, the beneficial effects of pet exposure and ownership are
well documented in medical literature.  Animal therapy in a clinical setting
or hospital is a valuable addition to patients' therapy and pharmacologic
treatments.  I use two therapy dogs in my practice. They are in the great
part welcomed and have a positive effect on patients' attitudes.  Outside of



the clinical environment, I am with my companion animals, stopped daily on
the street by children and adults who also benefit from a few minutes
interaction with the dogs.  

 

I believe, as a student of human and animal behavior, that the opportunity
afforded our canine companions to have free range exercise is helpful for
their well being and socialization. Better socialized dogs result in a lower
rate of dog aggression in New York City.  Responsible care for our canine
companions, i.e. their health, welfare, and well being is a moral and
ethical requirement. Unfortunately, the limited number of dog runs and their
present unsanitary condition makes them inaccessible for large numbers of
dog owners and companion animals.  Free range access to the city parks
during certain hours is necessary.  

 

I have observed the large utilization of Central Park during the available
limited off leash hours by humans and dogs.  This affords a unique
development of friendships and community among owners from diverse
backgrounds that is a rare opportunity in New York City.  I believe that the
safety of the Central Park environment is enhanced during these present
early or late hours by the presence of significant numbers of dog owners.

 

                Responsible pet ownership includes vaccination, licensing,
sanitary practice as well as behavior training so that the park environment
may be maintained safely for all users. Free range access to the city parks
by owners and canine companions improves the welfare and quality of life in
New York City for thousands of residents.  The benefit of such access
greatly out ways the risk. I urge you to continue this policy.

 

Yours truly

 

 

Richard L. Malen, M.D.

 

Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association

Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical College

Attending Physician, Lenox Hill Hospital, New York Presbyterian Hospital

 

New York City Resident and Dog Owner for 35 years         



From: <MS4153@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:08 AM
Subject: Support Amendments to Section 161.05; Save the Off-Leash Policy

I am attaching a letter to the Health Department
supporting the amendment to save the off-leash
policy.

        Maureen Sanders
        415 Third Street
        Brooklyn, NY 11215

CC: <deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<yassky@council.nyc.ny.us>



From: Laura Driscoll <driscolllaura@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:11 AM
Subject: Offleash Hours policy in NYC parks

To Whom it May Concern: I recently moved back to Manhattan and was so  sad to hear that they were 
considering shutting down the dogs able to run off leash from 9pm to 9am. I have a young dog and spend 
every morning in the park with him and the number of other dogs and owners we see is something that is 
one of the best parts about NYC....that you can live in a major city but maintain a country aspect to part of 
your life. In addition, as a single female, having such an abundant amount of dogs out there makes me 
feelso safe. I have met countless from this wonderful part of the park and it would be a shame to end it.
   
  IF someone had a bad experience out there, why not punish the offender rather than punish all the 
playful, innocent and well socialized dogs that make up the majority of the ones out there? 
   
  I appreciate your considering my comments. 

 
---------------------------------
Want to start your own business? Learn how on  Yahoo! Small Business. 



From: <Uptownvp63@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:26 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year Offleash Hours 
policy is proven and successful  public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying a 
historically low rate of  dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, 
since it fosters better  socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed  to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late  evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings  hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs 
to the parks on a  daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access 
to off-leash  recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of  abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great  compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for  certain hours, and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed  Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
 should be licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Charles Van Deventer <cvandeventer@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:36 AM
Subject: We support offleash: Amed section 161.05 of the health code

   Being able to walk dogs off leash during non-busy times is a great
thing for our city. It reduces crime. It enables people to have better
behaved dogs. It keeps the middle class feeling as if they can live
peacefully in the city. It is a no brainer! Please, let us keep this
city safer and cleaner by walking our dogs in peace. Thanks.

Charles Van Deventer
315 w 99th street #5c
NY NY 10025

*My dog eats tons of garbage that the homeless leave in the bushes.
Dogs keep kids from drinking and eating in the park. Dogs actually make
sure less garbage stays on the grounds in the city parks. 



From: "Steve Susman" <SSusman@SusmanGodfrey.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: Hearing to Amend Art. 161 of the Health Code

I am practice law and live in Houston, but am temporarily living here
while I open a law office in Manhattan.  This morning while walking my
dogs in Central Park, a lady handed me some material on this issue.  I
urge the Board of Health to do whatever is necessary to continue
allowing dogs to be let off lease before 9am.  Frankly, it is one of the
highlights of visiting the City:  I can bring my dogs and they enjoy a
little exercise when they get out of the hotel.  I have met the nicest
New Yorkers while we watch are dogs play together.
 
 
 
Steve Susman
ssusman@susmangodfrey.com <mailto:ssusman@susmangodfrey.com> 
IBM Bldg., 590 Madison Ave., NYC 10022-8521
(212)336-8331, Cell (713)478-6444
Our website:  www.susmangodfrey.com <http://www.susmangodfrey.com/> 
 
 
 



From: <VivaPax@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:57 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Vicki Chen" <vmchen01@gmail.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov  <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>

To the New York Health Board,

I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC
parks. We have been a part of the dog community in New York for years and we
find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, the community would not
be the same. The dogs at the 97th street park are generally friendly and
well behaved. There are often infants, children and families very safely
engaged in play with the dogs in the mornings. It is a wonderful time to
socialize both people and dogs. We implore you not to take this very
valuable time which means so much to many people and their families.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,

Vicki Chen, MD



From: <CYNK99@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:01 AM
Subject: please amend 161.05 Health Code - save off-leash policy

Please amend section 161.05 of Health Code. Save off-leach policy.
Off-leash time helps promote more socialized dogs.... better for  animals AND 
people too!
 
Thank you,
Cynthia King
Brooklyn, NY 



From: "John Haller" <john_haller@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

It has come to my attention that the off-leash policy is at risk.  Please do what you can to maintain this.  It 
is the little things like this that make cities either robotic and annoying or livable and enchanting.  I 
personally ave never taken advantage of the current policy but I think that it's great that some people can 
and would hate to see that dissappear.

Thanks for your help,

John



From: "amy israel" <amy_israel@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

When I first moved to the city in the late 70's I would never ever think of entering the park after dark. 
Seeing the park filled with dog walkers has given me and I am sure many others a sense of security.  The 
park is a much safer place because of us! 

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.



From: Eron Bloomgarden <eronbloomgarden@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:36 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,

The purpose of this message is to express my strong support for the  
20-year off-leash hours policy which is a proven and successful  
public health policy.  As a result of this policy NYC is enjoying an  
historically low rate of dog-related incidents, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs.  Furthermore, dog owners in NYC  
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are  
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. Not  
to mention the benefits they provide in rat and rodent mitigation.   
Moreover, the benefits of allowing handicap and emotionally  
distressed residents to keep a dog is priceless.

For these reasons and many more, I strongly support not only the  
continuation but also the expansion of the off-leash policy.

Best regards,

Eron G. Bloomgarden
24 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10011



From: <Christy623@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:42 AM
Subject: Notice of Intention to Amend NYC Leash Law 161.05



October 29, 2006 
 
Ms. Rena Bryant 
Secretary to the Board of Health 
125 Worth Street CN-31 
New York, NY 10013 
Via e-mail: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov 
 

RE: The Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code 
 
Dear Ms. Bryant: 

Attached is a list of rules and frequently asked questions posted on the website “Friends 
of First Run,” an enclosed public off-leash area in Tompkins Square Park.  The Parks 
Department made sure that dog owners using the run identified real and potential 
problems and had the rules in place before sanctioning the dog run because they knew 
that without them, there would be problems within the park and increased liability on the 
city’s part. 

There are rules mandating neutering/spaying, licensing and vaccination against disease, 
prohibiting toys, barking and digging, making removal of pet waste mandatory, banning 
dogs in heat and dog aggression, giving a warning that you bring your children “at your 
own risk” (and theirs), prohibiting food and glass containers, and segregating small and 
large dogs. 

From http://www.firstrunfriends.org/therun_faqs.shtml 

Rules Board: 
Please exercise common sense. Only enter with dogs that get along with other dogs and people.  

1. No dogs without people. No people without dogs.  
2. No dog toys. Toys cause fight.  
3. Neuter/spay your dog to use the run safely. Intact dogs are likely to provoke aggression or be 
attacked. (Puppies under 6 months get to keep 'em.)  
4. Clean up after your dog.  
5. Watch your dog at all times. Discourage barking and digging. If your dog digs a hole, fill it in.  
6. No aggressive dogs. Do not let your dog pester or mount other dogs. Watch for signs of 
aggression.  
7. No dogs in heat.  
8. All dogs must be licensed and immunized. No dogs with communicable diseases or infections.  
9. If your dog gets into a fight, exchange contact information and leave. You are financially 
responsible for any injury caused by your dog. Please settle all vet bills with the owner before 
returning to the run.  
10. Bring children at your own risk. Kids must be with an adult and remained seated.  
11. No spike, prong or pinch collars.  
12. No glass containers or food.  
13. The small dog run is for dogs 23lbs. and under (and not for use by large breed puppies.)  



Since there is such a long list of rules for a fenced in public park area, what will happen 
in unfenced designated public off-leash areas?  Who enforces rules in an unfenced area?  
Certainly not PEP officers, as they are not on duty during off-leash hours.  (They work 
9am-5pm, and off-leash hours are 9pm-9am.)  Dog owners cannot be expected to police 
themselves in a wide open area in the dark. 

Some specific questions to ponder: 

Who will be financially liable for an injury caused by a dog in a public, unfenced, off-
leash area?   

Who will assure that only dogs that get along with other dogs and people are being 
unleashed? 

Who will make sure that dog toys that incite fighting are not being brought to an off-leash 
area?   

Who will make sure that all off-leash dogs are spayed or neutered and that females in 
heat are not allowed off-leash?   

Who will make sure off-leash dogs are being picked up after?   

Who will make sure there is no barking or digging in off-leash areas, and that holes dug 
are filled in?   

Who will ask owners of aggressive dogs to leave an off-leash area?  How will Parks 
prevent aggressive dogs from being unleashed in the first place?   

Who will check to see that off-leash dogs have been immunized and licensed and don’t 
have communicable diseases or infections? 

Who will prevent children from approaching off-leash dogs if a parent is not with them? 

Who will make sure that food and glass containers are not being brought near off-leash 
dogs?   

How will small and large dogs be separated? 

From “Friends of First Run” Frequently Asked Questions: 

 
QUESTION 2 
Can I ask someone to leave if they are breaking the rules or if their dog is causing trouble? 

 



ANSWER: 
When the city officially sanctioned First Run, they mandated that the community post dog run 
rules and enforce them.  

MONITORING THE RUN is the duty of all its users. It is up to us to patrol the activity of ALL 
dogs and request that owners remove an animal that may be "having a bad day." Dog squabbles 
are part of dog play. However DOG FIGHTS are not. It’s OUR duty to prevent them before they 
occur and see that the posted rules are followed.  

 
QUESTION 3 
My dog was injured by another dog in the run. "Am I off-base in thinking that there is a 
responsibility on the part of the owner of a dog that bites my dog and causes medical 
damage?" 

 

ANSWER: 
The rule is that owners pay the medical bills of any dog attacked by their dog. This includes 
behavior by a dog that singles out another dog for attack or a dog that is clearly out of control for 
sometime. In such cases, the dog's owner must assume total responsibility and cover the cost of 
the entire vet bill.  

However many dog fights fall into a gray area where it is hard to tell which dog is at fault. This 
includes dogs being bitten when play escalates out of control, or when one dogs mounts another 
and that dog turns around and bites. It’s called "no fault" because neither of the dogs should have 
pursued the fight. I know it gets touchy figuring out which dog growled first, or whose behavior 
escalated, but they are dogs after all. In these "no fault" situations, the owners should split the 
costs of a necessary vet bill.  

All of this gets exacerbated if a dog is in heat, near a heat cycle or unneutered. I mention this 
because this scenario concerns at least 1/2 the serious dog fights in the run.  

The owner of a dog in heat (or near heat) should never be in the run in the first place. The owner 
of an unneutered dog should be within spitting distance of their dog and always on guard. These 
owners must assume the complete financial burden themselves since bringing an intact dog into 
the run is a known risk and they've assumed it -- as well as placed the rest of our dogs at risk. 
Warnings about intact males and females in heat are clearly posted on both gates of the run.  

 
QUESTION 4 
What is the off-leash rule in New York Park? I heard that dogs were allowed off leash before 
9 a.m and after 9 p.m. 

 

ANSWER: 
By law, all dogs must be on a leash no longer than six feet at all times, except in official, enclosed 
dog runs.  

A dog must be on leash AT ALL TIMES in parks where there is a dog run. Police have been 
rather diligent about enforcing this rule -- especially in Tompkins Square and a Riverside Park 
where there are official dog runs.  

That said, parks without dog runs--including Central Park and Prospect Park--operate under an 
unofficial rule established under ex-Parks Commissioner Henry Stern which allows dogs to be off 



leash during the "Courtesy Hours" of 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. (or, in Prospect Park, 5 p.m. to 9 a.m.). 
Unfortunately, these off-leash hours are technically against the law---they're a "courtesy", which is 
to say they depend on the whim of who's writing the ticket. 

I agree with everything the Friends of First Run mention in their rules and FAQ.  Off-
leash dogs DO cause fights and are potentially dangerous to each other and people.  Two 
private dog runs also have similar rules, which may be found at 
http://www.mhdra.org/rules.html and http://www.hkdogrun.org/rules.html.  The problems 
are recognized by dog owners.  I hope they will be recognized by our city agencies as 
well. 

It is up to the Health and Parks Departments to ensure our safety, and it seems as though 
this plan to unleash the dogs in parks, and tell other park users to proceed “at their own 
risk” was not fully thought out and is not in the public’s best interest.  Therefore, please 
do not grant the Parks Commissioner the authority to allow unleashed dogs in city parks. 

Thank you. 

Yours truly, 

Anthony Nunziato 
65-10 Grand Avenue 
Maspeth, NY 11378 
(718) 326-4288 



From: "Enis Uysal" <enis@conductfund.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: Article 161

Dear Board of health Members,

 

As part of the public comment period regarding the City's successful
off-leash policy, I am writing to express my support for the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments to Section 161.05 of the
Health Code.

 

The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as
for dogs. It enables dogs to socialize with each other in sections of the
city where dog-runs are not available. To my experience as a dog owner, dogs
become more aggressive and asocial when they don't get a chance to run and
play with other dogs at least few times a week. The courtesy hours are also
excellent opportunities for us dog owners to freely utilize our parks with
our best friends to escape the city for a little piece of mind.

 

Therefore I strongly support the proposed amendments to Section 161.05 of
the Health Code.

 

Sincerely

Enis Uysal

10/29/06

 



From: <NJLNY@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:02 PM
Subject: leash law

please continue to allow the off leash law for NYC.  it is so  much
apart of letting a dog be a dog, the freedom and running they need.   
responsible dog owners are just that and for those who are
Not responsible, who we encounter everyday no law will ever change  
them....we try and deal with them within the law responsibility, and usually  have a 
positive result.  
 
but don't let the good owners who truely enjoy  watching their  dogs
be dogs, for those few hours in the morning, enjoying central park
And running free, be controlled by those who complain and work the  system.
 
thank you
Nancy j Lang



From: "John Fishman" <jf360cpw@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it may Concern:

    My name is John Fishman, and I am a weekday resident of the City and County of New York, and the 
(proud) owner of two dogs.  Mutts (or generic dogs) to be exact.  I write in favor of the proposed 
amendments to the Health Code to continue allowing dogs to be Off-leash before 9:00 AM and after 9:00 
PM in the parks.

    Allowing dogs to be Off-leash, yet still under the control of their owners, is good for dogs, good for dog 
owners, and good for our City.  When dogs play and romp with other dogs, they become more socialized 
creatures.   When dogs are allowed to run and play - like dogs - they behave better.  I have met (and 
socialized) with dozens upon dozens of fellow citizens while our dogs do their own thing.

    When dogs enjoy the freedom of running off leash, they generally do not get into trouble.  My own dogs 
come to a whistle, and even if I do not call, they know where I am and remain close to me.  People who 
walk their dogs off the leash tend to walk for longer periods, which in turn means there are more people 
(& dogs) in the parks, making the parks a safer place to be for others without dogs.

    Those of us who are responsible dog owners make certain that those who might not be responsible - 
become so.  We shame other owners to clean up after their dogs.  We also help other owners with the 
training of their dogs.

    I believe that a civilized society makes room for people of all stripes, for married people and single, 
parents, grandparents, dog owners and those who would not dream of doing so.  Allowing dogs off leash 
at prescribed times is good for everyone - especially the dogs.

    Please amend the code to specifically allow this practice.

    John Fishman



From: <chrisip@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:23 PM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov"resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

To the New York Health Board,
 
I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC parks. We have been a part of the 
dog community in New York for years and we find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, the 
community would not be the same. The dogs at the 97th street park are generally friendly and well 
behaved. There are often infants, children and families very safely engaged in play with the dogs in the 
mornings. It is a wonderful time to socialize both people and dogs. We implore you not to take this very 
valuable time which means so much to many people and their families.
 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily 
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Ip, MD



From: <Mat0527@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Ellen Hoffman <hoffgo@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:47 PM
Subject: Offleash Petition

To whom it may concern:

It is crucial that Offleash hours for dogs be maintained in the parks in New
York City! The vast majority of dogs and dog owners who use the parks in the
off hours are well behaved, law- and rule-abiding individuals. This
population in the parks in early and late hours contributes significantly to
keeping the parks safe for others who use the parks at those times.

Sincerely,
Ellen Hoffman and Jack Goelman



From: <RKelton916@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 12:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to urge you to preserve the off-leash hours policy.   This 
policy has worked well for the 20 years it has been  in effect.  New York City has 
a low rate of dog related  incidents, in large part due to the policy, which 
fosters better socialized  and exercized dogs. The parks are safer, since dog 
owners who use the  off-leash hours are in the park in the late evening and ear
ly morning, times  when they would not otherwise be there.  Since there are 
not enough  dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks.
 
This policy has proven to be a workable compromise for dog owners and  non 
dog-owners, and should be preserved. 
 
Thank you.
 
Riva Kelton
50 West 72nd Street, #612
New York, NY 10023



From: <DARof76@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a  proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an  historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours  policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercised dogs;  --Dog  owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are  present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;  --The  off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners  and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of  community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages  people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC 
each  year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City,  the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated  
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise  for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours  (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  designated 
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.  

This is a very successful part of living in New York. It is something to be  
proud of and should be kept for people and their dogs. This provides exercise  
for people as well as warding off criminal elements. This makes for a more  
relaxed atmosphere in our city for people who pay taxes and vote. Thank you for 
 reading this. 
 
Caryl Leventhal

CC: <DARof76@aol.com>



From: <MNAGDMOR@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Dianne Nagler, Park Slope Brooklyn



From: <DARof76@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:27 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendment to Section 161.05

Off leash hours in Prospect Park have been a great help to me. I am no  
longer able to work and a big part of my week end is going to the park with my  
husband and our dog, Lulamae. I have multiple sclerosis and going to the park  
has given me the opportunity to meet people and their dogs. It means that  for a 
few hours on the weekend I can interact with people which is a big plus.  The 
dogs are our focus, but again it means that I am able to meet so many people  
that I otherwise wouldn't have. 
 
Please keep off leash hours. It means so much to people like me. Thank you  
for reading this.
 
Caryl Leventhal
_darof76@aol.com_ (mailto:darof76@aol.com) 

CC: <DUBLIN9@aol.com>



From: <rosewalt@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:28 PM
Subject: off leash dog issue

To Whom It May Concern,

As the co-founder and chair of the Crissy Field Dog Group in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, we advocate responsible dog ownership and support 
off leash areas for people and dogs to socialize and excercise 
together.   We support the off leash dog advocates for New York City 
and certainly hope that your agency understands the bigger picture of 
people balancing their lives, in which well excerised dogs can play 
such a significant role.

Martha Walters
Chair, Crissy Field Dog Group
www.crissyfielddog.org
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and 
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from 
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: kelly sykes <ksykes@prodigy.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:28 PM
Subject: make the off leash law official

As dog owner and concerned citizen, it is my hope that the DOH officials will formerly adopt an off-leash 
policy. I live in Brooklyn and walk my dog in Prospect  Park and I believe the presence of off-leash dogs 
during specified times benefits the entire community not just dog owners. On numerous occasions I have 
observed parents bringing thier young children to the park inthe morning for the express purpose of 
having thier children see and learn how to interact with dogs. I have never heard of an adverse effect or 
horrific tragedy as a result of dogs being off-leash during specified times. Therefore I implore you to  
formerly adopt an off leash policy.
   
  Kelly Sykes
  Brooklyn NY 11216



From: "E. Beth Thomas" <ebeth_thomas@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy

Dear Sir or Madam,

My husband and I recently lost our 11-year-old golden retriever, Jordan, so it's difficult for me to write this 
e-mail.  But I feel very strongly about the importance of off-leash hours in the parks, and I wanted to add 
my voice to what is hopefully an overwhelming response in favor of keeping or legalizing the off-leash 
hours.  Both my husband and I vote, and this matter is of critical importance to us.

We brought Jordan into the park for the first time as a puppy.  Young dogs have a tremendous amount of 
energy and really need a place to run and play without being attached to a leash.  Dog parks are a 
welcome but not always viable option, because they can be crowded enough that a person can't work 
with his or her dog, or supervise interactions with other dogs.  When Jordan was a puppy, we made many 
friends, both dog and human, and it was an invaluable resource for us as we worked on our training.  
Almost all of the dog owners we met were equally committed to making sure their dogs were good canine 
citizens.  If you're going to let your dog off leash, it's vital that he be well behaved and trained to come 
when you call him.  And all of this socialization, in turn, builds a neighborhood that extends far beyond 
dog interactions.  

I hope to someday have another dog, and to raise him or her in a park that sanctions off-leash hours.  I 
hope you will see fit to sanction this important feature of the city. 

Sincerely yours,
Beth Thomas



From: Doris Strugatz <dstrugatz@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:30 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Board of Health,

As an owner of a dog who runs free almost every morning in Prospect Park, I
am writing to urge you to preserve the off-leash hours. I feel that dogs are
an important part of life in this city - for their owners and for everyone
else who loves animals - that they benefit physically and mentally from
having time to play and run free, and that it helps keep them be calm and
well behaved. 

Many mornings the dogs and their owners are the only ones in the park -
especially when the weather is cold or wet - and I think our presence helps
to keep the parks safer. We really enjoy the time we spend there - the dogs
playing, and the humans interacting, connecting with friends, enjoying the
antics of the dogs, taking in the beauty of the park - it would be a great
loss if we no longer had this privilege.

Sincerely,
Doris Leath Strugatz 



From: "Julia West Herwood" <jwherwood@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  1:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash policy. It civilizes our city and makes for a 
stronger sense of community.

Thanks,

Julia Herwood

_________________________________________________________________
Add a Yahoo! contact to Windows Live Messenger for a chance to win a free 
trip! 
http://www.imagine-windowslive.com/minisites/yahoo/default.aspx?locale=en-us&hmtagline



Resolution Comments - Public Hearing to Amend Article 161 of the NYC Health Code 

  
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
As part of the public comment period regarding the City’s successful off-leash policy, I am writing to 
express my support for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s proposed amendments to 
Section 161.05 of the Health Code. 
  
These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, and that the public will be provided with information concerning the times 
when and places where dogs will be allowed off-leash  in City parks. 
  
The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as dogs.  I support these 
amendments, which will clarify and continue the City’s off-leash policy. 
  
I believe that the off-leash policy gathers more New Yorkers into city parks during off-peak times (e.g., 
early mornings), thereby making the parks safer for all New Yorkers who choose to use them during 
these hours.  Dogs who are given a chance to socialize with one another and with their friends’ human 
companions tend to be better mannered and do not develop fears of other people and dogs that might 
make them less predictable when on-leash at other times.   
  
The dog owners I have encountered tend to watch their dogs very carefully – both to make sure that their 
dogs do not run off and also to make sure that they are aware when their dogs eliminate, so that they can 
clean up their dogs’ waste.  I do not believe that the off-leash policy creates a dirtier park; rather, I think 
that on- or off-leash, City dog owners understand their responsibility to maintain a clean environment 
for all citizens of the City – human and canine. 
  
You may contact me at 917.270.2998 should you require any clarification. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kim Erle 

From:    "Kim Erle" <kim_erle@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/29/2006 2:39 PM
Subject:   Public Hearing to Amend Article 161 of the NYC Health Code
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From: "Lisa Scolari" <akiryu@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  2:44 PM
Subject: Save Off leash Time

Off leash time for dogs makes an invaluable contribution to parks. The dogs
are only off leash during the permitted times instead of whenever a dog
owner feels like it. Dog owners are great about cleaning up after their dogs
during off leash time, calling out to other owner who may have missed their
dogs elimination. Off leash owners are very considerate of non-dog people
who may be in the ark at the same time, being sure their dogs don't jump on
or pester the non-dog folks. They dogs are so well behaved in part because
they have had the opportunity to romp and play with other dogs.
 
Thank you, Lisa Scolari
                 Brooklyn, N.Y.   



From: Stew <militiajim@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  2:51 PM
Subject: ARTICLE 161.05: off-leash time

    Dear Sir or Madam,
       
                  Though not  a dog owner myself I have become aware of the proposed changes to off-leash  
rules and must state my support for off-leash time. The occupation of the parks  by dogs and their owners 
during low use times increases the safety of the park  for everyone.  Dog owners are among the  most 
responsible users of City parks.   They vaccinate their dogs, they pick up after their dogs, and they  
neither litter nor break glass out of concern for all park users.
          Given their contributions to safety and their positive  impact on others, off-leash privileges are a 
good that should be continued.
          Sincerely,
                  James  Stewart
    

He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.
Luke, Chapter XXII, Verse 36
 
---------------------------------
We have the perfect Group for you. Check out the handy changes to Yahoo! Groups.



From: Nina Reeves <ninareeves@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  2:56 PM
Subject: NYC Leash Law - Attn: Rena Bryant

Dear Ms. Bryant ~

I am writing in regard to the leash law in NYC. I do not feel that  
the off-leash law for dogs in Central Park before 9 AM Monday -  
Sunday should be abolished. The fact that NYC dogs and their owners  
are able to enjoy the park in the early morning should not be viewed  
as an intrusion upon other citizens, but as an enhancement to the  
safety of New Yorkers in Central Park in general. The early morning  
activity serves as yet another deterrent to those potentially  
interested in committing crimes in an otherwise not highly trafficked  
area of the city at that time of day. And for the most part, NYC's  
dog owners are responsible individuals. Those who enjoy Central Park,  
certainly those in my acquaintance, watch closely over their dogs and  
those of others. They are always ready to bring to one another's  
attention any mild infractions that might jeopardize the health and  
safety of others and they abide by the existing laws requiring  
cleaning up after one's dog.

As a tax payer and dog owner in NYC, I go to great lengths to respect  
the city's laws and at the same time keep my dog happy and healthy.  
Exercise is a key element in the health of dogs and allowing dogs to  
run free at a very early hour should not be considered a threat to  
anyone's health or well-being. It should continue to be every dog  
owner's job to care for their dog while assuming full responsibility  
for the safety of others, the cleanliness of the park and the  
streets. But we as citizens should be allowed the option of using our  
park for recreational activities, including enjoying off-leash time  
with our dogs.

Best ~
Nina Reeves
Nina Reeves Communications LLC
174 East 74th Street, Suite 20B
New York, NY 10021
Tel: 212-288-0503
Fax: 212-772-9175



Resolution Comments - Off leash hours 

  

I would like to offer my support to the campaign to retain off-leash hours for dogs in NYC parks.  I have 
been a dog owner for the past 5 years.  Having a place and time for my dog to run free has 
been important to his health and well-being ... not to mention mine!  It is my experience that most dog 
owners in NYC are responsible dog owners who appreciate the beauty and sanctity of our parks and do 
their best to ensure that the off-leash privileges currently in place do not infringe upon the rights and 
enjoyment of other citizens.  The current policy gives dogs the opportunity to be exercised and social 
which in turn makes them calmer and more well behaved outside the park.  I also believe that the 
majority of citizens who come to enjoy the park do so after 9am.  Most of the time, the parks that I visit 
with my dog are relatively quiet before 9am and the majority of the people there either have dogs or 
enjoy watching the dogs play.  Of course there will always be a handful of people in the park at those 
hours who don't like dogs or who have had a bad experience with a dog, but I believe those people are in 
the minority.   

Please do what you can to keep this important privilege alive ... and thank you for giving us 20 years of 
off-leash hours.  They are greatly appreciated.    
 
 

A Bientot,       
Susan 

 

Get FREE company branded e-mail accounts and business Web site from Microsoft Office Live 

From:    "Susan Krischel" <susankrischel@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/29/2006 3:02 PM
Subject:   Off leash hours
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From: "bkramer" <bkramer245@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  3:10 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Please consider the community of dog owners who
gather daily during specified hours to run and social
their pets.  We are hard-working, taxpayers who 
contribute to the city and support the parks and its
vast variety of events.  

We also discuss ways of improving the health of our
pets and the necessity of vaccinations and licensing.

Thank you.

Barbara Kramer
bkramer245@msn.com



From: "Patricia Michaud-Moerlins" <pmichaud_moerlins@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  4:02 PM
Subject: Keep the off leash policy in the parks.

Too Whom It May Concern,

Please keep the off leash policy in our parks.  I have a 7 year old Wheaten 
Terrier that loves to run and play in the park.  Every Day I take her before 
9am and we have a lovely time, it's so quiet and she gets lots of excerise.  
I always pick up after my dog and I'm very aware of where she is at all 
times.

Without off leash laws I wouldn't beable to have my Wheaten in the city, 
they need lots of excerise.

Thank you for taking the time to to read my email.

Sincerely,

Patty Michaud-Moerlins
West 54th Street
NYC, NY

_________________________________________________________________
Try Search Survival Kits: Fix up your home and better handle your cash with 
Live Search! 
http://imagine-windowslive.com/search/kits/default.aspx?kit=improve&locale=en-US&source=hmtagline



From: Tracy <tracyr@eskimo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  4:10 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05

I am writing you in support of maintaining the offleash hours for the 
NYC public parks. I have been an active member of the FIDO group in 
Prospect park Brooklyn since I moved to Brooklyn 10 years ago. The 
reason I moved and bought a house in this area was specifically 
because of the Off leash privileges.

The dog people have made the park a safe and wonderful place to spend 
time. Because we value our off leash privileges, we often spend time 
in the park picking up trash, volunteering for community activities 
and just plain enjoying the surroundings away from the concrete and 
traffic of the city.

Please let us keep ourselves and our dogs happy and healthy by 
letting us keep that small window of time to enjoy the park with our 
four legged friends.

-- 
===========================================
[tracy] rudzitis
647 6th Ave 11215

http://www.thegreyhounds.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/intrepid-greys/



From: Joann Torres <jotorres31@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:09 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and 
suCcessful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --ACcess to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use
 parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaCcinated.
 
---------------------------------
We have the perfect Group for you. Check out the handy changes to Yahoo! Groups.



From: susan butler <nyresident1@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 10:47 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

As an Upper West Side resident AND dog owner, I support the off-leash policy in Central Park.  I cannot 
imagine not being able to allow pets to get the proper amount of exercise that they need.  I think this 
would be cruel and inhumane.Susan Butler646-213-6441
_________________________________________________________________
Personalize your Live.com homepage with the news, weather, and photos you care about. Try it.
http://www.live.com/getstarted.aspx



From: Fern Weinbaum <fernweinbaum@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:25 PM
Subject: Off Leash in NYC Parks

It is important that NYC dogs be allowed to run off leash in certain areas of the NYC parks at certain 
hours.  It is important for the health of these dogs and their socialization that they have this time off leash.  
This time makes these dogs easier to walk during on leash hours and also makes these dogs less 
excitable and easier to handle as they have gotten their enery out while running around off leash.  Dogs 
will then walk nicer on leashes and be more friendly to people and to other dogs.
  Thank you.

 
---------------------------------
We have the perfect Group for you. Check out the handy changes to Yahoo! Groups.



From: "ELIHU A GORELIK" <emgorelik@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

I strongly believe that dogs should continue to be allowed to run free in designated park areas during 
designated hours.  Warning signs should be posted throughout the park so that those who do not wish to 
frequent these areas due to the dogs know when to keep away.  This will be fair to all - dog owners and 
non-owners alike.  I also feel that preventing dog owners from the ability to exercise their dogs off leash 
will put a damper on pet adoptions, thus preventing the thousands of abandoned dogs from finding 
homes.  
In addition, dog walkers in the parks during the designated hours help keep the parks safe for everyone.  
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy  and should not be 
abandoned.  Dog owners have rights too!  The should not be subjected to the tyranny of the majority.



From: <dwiley@wiley.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:37 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

Please retain the off-leash policy for it makes the parks safer with dog 
owners wandering during the early morning and late evening hours. 
Off-leash dog owners are more aware of what is happening around them and 
therefore provide further observation of suspicious behavior.  Furthermore 
when dogs are off-leash at these hours, unsavory people are likely to stay 
clear of them and their owners. 

******************************************************************************
Deborah E. Wiley, 7-01
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
111 River St.
Hoboken, NJ  07030-5774
dwiley@wiley.com

201 748 6582
Fax  201 748 6940



From: Fred Graver <fred@well.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing to throw my strong support behind maintaining -- if not  
expanding -- the leash laws in NYC. As you must have heard from many  
others by now, there are many, many reasons to keep this law in place:
--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful  
public health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents  
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized  
and exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks  
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and  
early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to  
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off- 
leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in  
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non  
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to  
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain  
designated locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you so much for your consideration in this matter.

Fred Graver
50 Riverside Drive
Apt. 2B
NY NY 10024



From: "John Tunney" <john@johntunney.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:40 PM
Subject: Proposed changes to New York Health Law re "Off Leash hours"

Dear Gentlemen: 
 
As persons who love Central Park and use it every day as a place to walk,
meet friends, socialize, listen to concerts in the summer and sometimes just
meditate, we want to importune you not to do away with the "off the leash"
rule that allows dog owners to walk their dogs in the Park between 7:00 -
9:00 A.M. without a leash.
 
It gives us great pleasure to walk our Norwich Terrier daily in the Park. In
the morning we hike for an hour between 7:00 and 9:00 A.M. Later in the
afternoon and still later in the evening we stroll with our dog on a leash.
Whenever we take our dog out we always carry little plastic "doggie bags" to
keep the Park free of offal. This is customary practice with all the dog
lovers that we see in the Park.
 
It provides us with as much pleasure as our dog to watch her frolic with her
canine pals when she is "off leash." It is most agreeable to visit with
other people whose dogs are running free in the early morning when almost no
one other than dog owners are in the Park.
 
In a city like New York where lonliness can easily creep into people's
lives, the "off leash" rule helps bring strangers together and thereby
ameliorate some of the isolation and aggressive behavior concommitant with
big city living. 
 
We hope that we are not being disrespectful of your position when we suggest
that the Park belongs to dog lovers as well as to those who wish all dogs
would disappear from the City. By allowing dog owners two hours a day in the
early morning to run their dogs, government provides even handed treatment
to all of its citizens. At the same time government is offering support to
the mental health of many people who live in New York.
 
Most sincerely,
 
John Tunney (former United States Senator) and Kathinka Tunney



From: <Kmetviner@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  5:45 PM
Subject: Why offleash rules work

1. It's a known fact that dogs behave better off leash than on leash.  
Especially with strangers. 
 
2. More dog bites are from leashed dogs rather than unleashed dogs.
 
3. Leashes protect dogs from harm. Like traffic, like getting lost in a  
crowd. No traffic, no corwds, no need for leashes.
 
4. If the problem is picking up after dogs, go after the owners who don't  
pick up. If they don't pick up, a leash doesn't matter.
 



From: "Kenneth Metviner" <kmetviner@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  6:18 PM
Subject: leash law

What's the issue, dog bites or dog droppings?

If it's the droppings, leashes don't affect bad behavior by people.

If it's dog bites, it's clear that dogs on leashes are emotionally
unsettled, so they bite more.

Hold the dog owners responsible for their dogs. Punish them for any
offenses. Don't punish the dogs.

Keep the off leash rules!

-- 
Ken M.



From: "Linda Plevrites" <LindaPlev@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  6:30 PM
Subject: Support of 9pm-9am off leash

We are E-mailing our support for the change to the health code that will
allow for the 9pm -to 9am off leash for dogs in the city parks.  Since this
has been the allowed practice for a number of years, we support whatever
change is necessary to allow this practice to continue.  As dog lovers and
owners we have enjoyed the ability to allow our dogs their one chance to run
and play unfettered and still live in New York City.  We hope this change
will be made.

 

Sincerely,

 

Linda Plevrites

John Plevrites

333 East 79th Street

New York, NY  10021



From: <RANGERS837@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  6:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Maura Kirzon Malone <mkmalone@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  6:51 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off-leash policy in NYC Parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,  
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations. It gives dog owners a sense of community, plus it helps  
keep the parks safer by bringing dog owners and their dogs into the  
parks in the early morning and evening hours.

The off-leash hours policy fosters better socialized and exercized  
dogs, thus helping to reduce the number of dog-related incidents in  
the city.

As dog owners living in New York City in apartments without  
backyards, we treasure the time we get to spend with our dogs off- 
leash in the parks. Please don't take it away from us.

Thank you.
-Maura Malone



From: <RJBLAW@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:12 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy - Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Sirs:
 
The  off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful park  use policy.  Dog 
owners in Central Park have made  the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening  and early morning hours.  
 
Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash  
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City  
parks. Also, dog runs do not provide the trees, rocks, and natural smells  
that dogs thrive on.  
 
The off-leash policy is an effective and workable compromise for dog owners  
and non dog-owners who use parks.  It is only for certain hours (9pm  to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and in many parks only in  certain 
designated locations.  There has not been significant  inconvenience to non-dog 
owners.
 
Accordingly, I request that you enact the proposed amendment.
 
Roger (Bernstein)

Roger J. Bernstein,  Attorney at Law
331 Madison Avenue, 15th Floor
New York, New York   10017
Tel: 212.338.9188
Fax:  212.338.9102                               
E-Mail: rjblaw@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________

This message and any attachments are intended for the  individual or entity 
named above and, if connection with legal representation,  may contain 
confidential or privileged communications protected by attorney  client privilege 
and/or by the attorney work-product immunity.  If you are  not the intended 
recipient, please do not read, copy, use or disclose this  communication to others; 
also please notify the sender by replying to this  message, and then delete it 
from your system. Thank you very  much.



From: <ThomasGTiger@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  6:59 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

i have a big dog that needs to run for exercise. walking my dog on a leash  
does not benafit her at all.she is also very friendly and the children love to  
play with her. when we are in the park at night people fell  safer.



From: maddiemonk@aol.com
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  7:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Please keep the current off leash rules in effect in the park. The 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy. I have two 
yellow labs who need lots of exercise. With this rule, my dogs get this 
exercise. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercised dogs. The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations.

Diane Barnes



From: <MKRoelofs@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  7:28 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05).  

As a frequent user of Prospect Park, and a resident of Park Slope - I  
strongly recommend continuing off- leash privileges to dog owners.  Their  presence 
has made the park a safer place.  They are not a threat, and are  a crucial 
factor in the safety of the park, as they are on foot and  within ear shot when 
someone needs help.
Mary-Kathryn Roelofs



From: <AUGUSTNYC@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  7:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

please let us keep our dogs off leash in nyc parks at the restricted hours 
and areas- please keep the heart and soul of nyc alive- after all dog is mans 
best friend
august costa
212 691 7187



From: Alison Brackman <sparkyboy1@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  8:03 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

I have been a member of F.I.D.O. since its inception. I am an avid companion
dog owner and dog fancier. I am writing to let your office know how vital
having off-leash hours for dogs are to my dogs well being as well as my own.

I have always been a responsible owner, supervising my dogs play while
off-leash. I pick up after my dogs if they soil the grass. I do not let them
dig holes. The camaraderie fostered during off leash hours is like no other.
I think it benefits all dog owners.   On many occasions I have been able to
give advice to other dog owners about responsible dog ownership, health
advice, and refer them to dog training facilities.  I have made many friends
of the other owners during the off-leash hours.

My dogs are well exercised, enjoy the fresh air and come back exhausted.
They eat well and sleep well as a result. They  do not have a lot of excess
nervous energy that is often experienced by many home-bound dogs.

I feel the off-lesh policy has led to a renewed interest in park
participation by all Brooklynites.  I have lived in Brooklyn all of my life.
Since off-leash hours, I am in Prospect Park several times a week. Seeing
other owners enter the park with their dogs has made the park safer, in my
estimation.

The current policy of allowing off-leash hours in Prospect Park has been
effective in addressing the needs of sports enthusiasts, neighborhood people
and dog owners.  There are precious few hours to enjoy this wonderful treat
and we all savor our off-leash time.  F.I.D.O. Has worked closely with
Tupper Thomas to negotiate realistic expectations and responsible use of
this precious NY resource.

I ask that you consider the health benefits of responsible owners using the
park along with their dogs in specified off-leash hours in designated areas.
Please do not rescind this precious time we have together.

Sincerely,
A. Brackman
Brooklyn, NY 11215   



From: <Rochellemcneeley@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  8:08 PM
Subject: Off Leash

We are very lucky to have off leash accommodations for our beloved  dogs.   
Please don't take away this privilege.   It makes  NYC very special.   
Respectfully submitted, Rochelle  McNeeley



From: "Noel Crawford" <nkcsoft.ny@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  8:16 PM
Subject: Amend Article 161

Resolution Committee,

I think it is safe and healthy for dogs to be off leash from 9 P.M. to 9
A.M. in NYC Parks.  Our dog Oliver looks so forward to the weekends when he
can be off leash and it definitely makes him a happier healthy dog because
of it.

Thanks

Noel Crawford
340 West 55th, Apt 4 C
New York, NY 10019 



From: Deborah Boston <despace2@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  8:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Our upper west side neighborhood becomes a true neighborhood because  
of the 9-9 offleash rules.  We congregate as neighbors, young & old,  
with or without children, all colors, rich & poor alike, all together  
in a way that makes New York the greatest big, little city in the  
world (mostly from 7-9 am) We respect the park and all those who  
recreate there.  Please take the action necessary to preserve our way  
of life in the city.  I believe we are far less disruptive than the  
bicyclists who have many special favors alloted to them for their  
overwhelming, intimidating presence along the river and promenade in  
Riverside Park.  Also, dog owners volunteer on a daily basis:  we  
dispose of dead animals and garbage found in our paths and establish  
a presence that promotes safety in the park at all hours.  This  
cannot be achieved by park police alone!  Plus, the children love to  
watch the dogs and pet them.  These dogs are docile apartment- 
dwelling creatures who need a bit of nature ... as we all do!   Deb,  
82 RSD



From: Marge Graham <marge.graham@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006  9:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed 
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the 
late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  Since 
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours 
(9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations. The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.

Thank you.
Marjorie Graham
marge.graham@gmail.com
19 E. 88 Street
New York, NY 10128



From: <ASGINS@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, Oct 29, 2006 11:40 PM
Subject: SUBJECT: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05). 

In response to banning of leash hours for dogs.
My dog a 5 yrs old Tibetan Terrier is very shy and skidish of other dogs  and 
people. She is spends everyday romping in Prospect Park during off  leash 
hours. She feels safe and comfortable in the park with dogs of  different sizes 
and comfortable with other loving and supportive dog owners.  Without this 
outlet she would become sedentary and only go out to pee and poop. 
Let's keep off leash in NYC
Arden Ginsberg
Dog owner
Brooklyn, NY



From: Dave Hall <dave-hall@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  7:58 PM
Subject: regarding unleashing dogs in city parks

Ms. Bryant-

A few years ago a few friends and I were enjoying sledding in  
Prospect Park when a pit bull, off it's leash, attacked a small  
girl.  Her mother and my friend came to her aid, and while the mother  
was able to get the dog away from her child, the dog held fast to her  
hand until my friend managed to beat it off with a sled.  The owner  
of the dog, who had her two other dogs with her as well, expressed no  
regret at all, (in fact, she was astoundingly unemotional about the  
attack) and actually wanted to leave before the police and paramedics  
arrived to attend to the stricken mother, who was injured badly.

This incident illustrates two reasons why I believe dogs should be  
kept on leashes at all times in public spaces in New York City:

1. Dangerous dogs off their leashes are free to (and sometimes do)  
attack helpless citizens.

2. Some dog owners are sorely out of touch with members of their own  
species, and seem to want their pets to be afforded freedoms that are  
(in my view) inappropriate and in conflict with the freedoms of tax- 
paying humans.

There is absolutely no reason why any dog needs to be off a leash in  
a New York City park, unless in a designated, fenced-off dog run  
(many of these exist in city parks).  Please do not change city  
regulations to allow dog owners to unleash their dogs in public parks.

Thank you very much,

Dave Hall
184 Dean Street
Brooklyn NY 11217
(718) 260-9308



From: <marenlanger@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  8:14 PM
Subject: maintain offleash hours for dogs in city parks

Off leash hours have meant that my dogs get more exercise as do I and my husband than could be 
achieved on leash.  Dog owners in the park for offleash hours share information about good dog rearing 
and maintenance practices. They have mingled with many dogs and people gathered in our 
neighborhood park on a regular basis since puppyhood and are well socialized off and on leash which 
results in better behavior on neighborhood sidewalks.  The dogs invite friendly interaction with other dog 
owners and non dog owners enhancing the sense of community in the neighborhood. 

Please maintain off leash hours.

Maren Langer
Brooklyn resident and frequenter of Fort Greene Park    



From: <JIRR@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  8:16 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I congratulate the Health Department for trying to save the 20 year  old off 
leash law.It certainly makes for much better socialized  and  healthier dogs. 
As we are in the park daily our presence is a deterrent for  criminal and 
illegal  activity.    



From: "Andrea S. Robinson" <andrea7676@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2006  8:23 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health Members,
   
  As part of the public comment period regarding the City's successful off-leash policy, I am writing to 
express my support for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments to 
Section 161.05 of the Health Code.
   
  These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, and that the public will be provided with information concerning the times and 
places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in City parks.
   
  The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as for dogs.  I support these 
amendments, which clarify and continue the City's off-leash policy.  
   
  The off-leash policy provides a reasonable balance among all park users since it is only during limited 
times and in designated areas.  Due to these socializing opportunities with other dogs off the leash, my 
16 month English Bulldog, Isabelle, has grown into a well-behaved dog.  Not only with other dogs, but 
humans as well.
   
  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.  Let's keep it that way.
   
  The parks are safer, the dogs happier - which fosters a sense of community!
   
  Sincerely,
   
  Andrea Robinson
   

 
---------------------------------
 Check out the New Yahoo! Mail - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster. 



From: debbie <debn@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:17 PM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH:  AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

The off-leash hours have benefitted my community on the Upper West Side.  By
the dogs being able to exercise off-leash they are more socialized and
therefore less likely to bite and show aggression.  It has also made Central
Park a much safer environment for all the park users especially with the
dark mornings of winter coming upon us.

Please say yes to continuing the off-leash hours.

Deborah Nuremburg
353 Amsterdam Avenue, #3S
New York, NY 10024



From: April Greenberg <april@springthistle.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:12 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05

Allow dogs off-leash time in Prospect Park (and other parks) is a 
wonderful thing! It's a boon to dogs, to people, and to the neighborhood.

Having dog-owners out at all times makes the park a safer place for all, 
and having happy dogs means happy owners and happy neighbors.

I make so many friends in the neighborhood because of my dog. It's a 
good thing. It creates community. and it hurts no one!

Thanks,
april
brooklyn, NY

-- 
April Greenberg
Chief Developer
Springthistle Design
Website Design and Development
http://springthistle.com



From: "Juliet Macur" <jmacur@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  8:42 AM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH: AMEND SEC. 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

To Whom This May Concern:

I'm writing to express my support for an amendment to section 161.05 of the
health code, which would allow dogs to be off-leash during off-hours in the
parks. I live on the Upper West Side, in a section of the city with lots of
dog owners. An off-leash law would allow our dogs to get out of their
apartments and run around after being cooped up all day. Those dogs who are
off-leash are well trained -- otherwise the owner would not be able to get
them back ON the leash.

Also, the off-leash law gives New Yorkers and their dogs an opportunity to
socialize in a city that often encourages anonymity. While people walking
alone may pass each other in the park without saying a word, people whose
dogs are playing together will strike up a conversation -- and that promotes
a strong community.

So please vote to amend the law and allow our dogs to run free for a limited
time each day. It would mean so much to the dog owners and their dogs, and I
believe it would help build a stronger city.

Thank you,
Juliet Macur
202 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10025



From: Matthew Tashiro <mtashiro@nycdogandcat.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  9:10 AM
Subject: off-leash laws

Hello,

I have lived in NYC for the past 15 years+ and have seen the city go 
through numerous changes; some wonderful and helpful and some 
devastatingly bad.  It is my firm position that revoking ANY 
off-leash time in the parks where it is currently allowed would be a 
detriment to the quality of life for ALL city inhabitants.

To many of us our dogs are our 'furry children'.    Whether these 
pets, or members of the family, are only children, or rather a 
components within a larger family, we are greatly enhanced as 
citizens by their presence.  Aside from the obvious and medically 
documented benefits of owning dogs (lowered heart rate, decreased 
anxiety, etc), these dog's love and companionship makes most of us 
more pleasant accommodating citizens of the greatest city in the 
world.

However, any and all plans to revoke these faithful animals time of 
free-run would certainly have a back lash of miserable, couped up 
barking dogs, frustrated owners and annoyed neighbors.  It is so 
little to ask to have a few hours of off-leash time that I can hardly 
believe that it is an issue.

Heck, maybe we should ban double wide strollers from the sidewalks, 
subways and the like - that certainly is a city annoyance!

Don't fence me or Otis in!

-Matthew Tashiro

Matthew J. Tashiro
Co-Owner
New York City Dog & Cat
400 West 37th Street    #7X
New York, New York 10018
Telephone & Facsimile  917.664.5453
http://www.nycdogandcat.com
http://www.newyorkcitydogandcat.com

All electronic transmissions and attachments thereto forwarded by New 
York City Dog & Cat, and its employees are the property of New York 
City Dog & Cat.  The information contained in or attached to this 
electronic transmission constitutes confidential information and may 
be privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are on notice that any 
unauthorized disclosure, copying, distribution or dissemination of 
this
information is strictly prohibited.



From: "D & M" <danmar@nyc.rr.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  9:14 AM
Subject: today's dog leash hearing

The parks belong to the people.   Dogs belong on a leash.

Walking in the park in the morning before work is IMPOSSIBLE.   Dogs are running all over the place.   
Sniffing and urinating.....   Off the leash dog owners tend to ignore the "clean up after your pet law".   Our 
children play it the same area later in the day.   Protect our health. 

Give them the a dog run NOT the run of our parks.



From: "Rebecca Turner" <turner.rebecca@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  9:55 AM
Subject: Say Yes to Offleash: Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to you to request your support in maintaining the current
off-leash policy in New York City Parks.  The policy, as it exists, creates
an atmosphere of community, tolerance, safety, and positive health - images
and benefits that are important to the City and to the mandate of the
Department of Public Health.

As someone who does not even have a dog, I recognize the importance for dogs
and their owners in having the opportunity to enjoy the special time that
they have in the park.

I hope that you can find a way to keep the off-leash policy in place.

Many thanks for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

A. Rebecca Turner
247 West 87th St.
New York, NY
10024



From: Paula Hible <hible@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  6:15 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The early morning presence of dogs and dog owners make our parks safer. 
  There is a culture of responsibility and community demonstrated in our 
parks every morning before 9 o'clock in the morning.  I would venture 
that very few New York City venues can boast the same.

Please continue to allow New Yorkers and their dogs to enjoy our parks.

Paula Hible and Pip, Brooklyn, NY



From: Charles Urquhart <charles_urquhart@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 10:15 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the lawsuit that will end offleash privileges for dog owners in New 
York City’s parks.  My wife and I are dog owners who live in Park Slope.  We take our puppy Boise, who 
requires rigorous daily exercise, to Prospect Park every morning during the offleash hours of 7 AM to 9 
AM.  Once there, Boise is able to run freely with other dogs and learn the important socialization skills 
required to have a non-aggressive pet in NYC.  During this time, he and the other dogs do not disturb 
non-dog owners using the park.  Each of the dog owners present at that time are very conscientious of 
non-dog owners simultaneously using the park.  Furthermore, all of the dog owners that I encounter 
ensure their dog’s fecal matter is disposed of properly.  Indeed, during the period that my family has 
benefited from off leash privileges, I’ve observed that dog owners are among the staunchest stewards of 
New York City’s parks.  To end this would create new problems in the city and end a 20-year tradition that 
has proven to be good public health policy.   These problems would include... Lowering the number of 
visitors to the parks thus alienating an important constituency that might be active in raising important 
capital funds for necessary city parks projects (dog owners tend to be affluent, as well as the parks’ most 
fervent supporters).Increasing mental stress on both dogs and owners by denying them an important 
outlet to relieve the pressures of living in NYC .  Increasing crime in the parks during the evening and 
morning hours.And finally, sparing the city the cost of capturing and confining abandoned and stray 
dogs.As a voter, active citizen, and full time fund raiser, I fell very strongly that changing this policy will be 
a disastrous blow to one of the city’s beloved policies.Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
Charles H. Urquhart



From: "C. Marcus" <cmarcus@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 10:26 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I would like to see off-leash hours continued in Prospect Park. We  
have been bringing our dog to the park every morning for the  past 4  
years. It has been great for us, our dog and the park. I feel that  
having people there during these hours makes the park a safer place.   
I've seen dog-less families bring their kids to the park just to see  
the dogs! Before this, we hardly ever went to the park, even though  
we live just 2 blocks away.

I hope that you will take the necessary steps so that off-leash hours  
will continue!

Thanks,
Cherie Marcus



From: "Amy K. Smith" <amy@novanatural.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 10:27 AM
Subject: article 161 - off-leash time for dogs

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my support for New York City dogs being allowed 
to have off-leash time in city parks where there is no dog run. I am a 
dog-owner and I spend on average 2 hours per day in Central Park with my 
dog. We go for an hour in the morning before 9am and again for another 
hour at night after 9pm. To lose this privilege would be a painful blow 
to my quality of life (as well as that of my dog.) I chose to live on 
the Upper West Side precisely for the benefit of being near to Central 
Park for walks with my dog.

In my experiences in the park during off-leash hours, most users are the 
actual dog owners with single dogs (not dog walkers with multiple 
charges.) Most users are responsible, pick up their dogs' excrement and 
watch their dogs closely. And, when there is a dog owner who is not 
responsible, dog owners are quick to reprimand that person, asking them 
to control their dog and or to pick up after it.

If the concern is that off-leash dogs end up costing the parks extra 
money, then please consider an extra licensing fee. Off-leash time in 
the city parks is a privilege that many dog-owners would be willing to 
pay for.

In the unhappy event, that the Board of Health decides to limit 
off-leash hours further, please consider leaving the evening hours as 
they currently are. In the mornings Central Park is used by many people 
for exercise and commuting. But, in the evenings, especially in the 
fall, winter and early spring, there are very few people in the park. I 
walk my dog every night after 9pm for at least an hour with 2 friends 
and their dogs. We disturb no one at that time and, I would argue, we 
make the park safer for the few people who do use it at night.

Finally, I would like to note that today's public hearing is scheduled 
during normal business hours. I will be able to take some time off in 
the middle of the day to attend, but I know that many of the people who 
walk their dogs off-leash in the morning do so before heading to work 
and they might not be able to get time away - particularly if they have 
hourly jobs.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely, Amy K. Smith

home address: 186 W 80th St apt 11c NYC, NY 10024
home phone: 212-877-3790



From: "Nancy Lappin" <Nlappin@schoolguides.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Sirs, As an owner of a dog in the Bronx I am concerned that the city is
thinking of not allowing us to have off-leash hours. I would ask you to
consider the following points in making your decision. The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy. NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which
fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank You,

Mr. Cory Lappin



From: "Reading, Daniel" <Daniel.D.Reading@pfizer.com>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <'resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov'>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 10:58 AM
Subject: Off Leash

Dear Board of Health Members, 
My wife and I have lived and worked in New York City for ten years, and
in March, we became first time dog-owners. In the past 6 months, as dog
owners, we have seen a side of New York City that we had not experienced
in ten years of living here. For one, we never realized how safe and
enjoyable Central Park is at 7am. We take our dog to Central Park every
Saturday and Sunday, with out fail, to enjoy the early morning off-leash
hours. The community of dog-owners that we have met in the park are
among the most considerate, pleasant and sociable in New York. I will
add that they are also among the most respectful and law abiding, as at
9 am, all leashes go on. Everyone respects the law, each other, and the
non-dog owners in the park. 
We are fortunate enough to live in a city where there is no shortage of
fabulous restaurants, access to the arts and constant enrichment, and my
wife and I take advantage of it all. So to say that the early morning
hours on Saturday and Sunday are our most enjoyable of the week is a big
statement. It is, however, the truth and we are happier and healthier
for it. 
On behalf of ourselves and the rest of the dog owning community we urge
you to consider all the positive effects that this successful 20 year
off-leash policy has had on our City, and please keep it intact. 
Sincerely, 

Dan Reading   
Team Leader, APM
USP Learning & Development
Work (914)690-6149
VM (877)380-3668 Ext. 6149
Fax (914)690-6219
daniel.d.reading@pfizer.com 

CC: "Schanze, Ronald" <Ronald.Schanze@pfizer.com>



From: Lisa Guido <lisaguido@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 11:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I love off-leash hours in NYC parks; they are a big advantage in my 
community of Park Slope, Brooklyn. The dogs are happy because they get 
proper exercise and play with other dogs. The people are happy because 
they spend quality time outdoors socializing with their community. 
People come to Prospect Park from all the surrounding nabes. The park 
is SAFER because all those people and pets are around every day, early 
in the morning and late at night.

I imagine we as a community are HEALTHIER because we walk, every day. 
The NYC ACC had a marvelous campaign promoting adopt-a-dog for exercise 
companionship. Surely those benefits must be obvious to the NYC DOH.

I find that people who take their dogs to the park are much better 
about being responsible pet owners - for instance, they clean up after 
their dogs. The community created by the off-leash hours monitors and 
ensures that!

Please, Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the 
Health Code

Sincerely,
Lisa Guido
662 Union St
Brooklyn NY 11215

CC: Lisa Guido <lisaguido@mac.com>



From: "Katherine Rogers" <krdvm@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 11:43 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please don't take this important provilege away!

There are thousands of dogs in NYC parks who enjoy a brief period of liberty 
each day.  As a veterinarian I know the importance of exercise and mental 
well being a daily run can provide a dog.  Many veterinary behaviorists 
refer to the phrase "a tired dog is a good dog" and the parks are the only 
place New Yorkers have to exercise their dogs.  NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners 
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are 
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense 
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages 
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;  
  --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners 
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated locations.

Katherine Rogers, DVM

_________________________________________________________________
Try Search Survival Kits: Fix up your home and better handle your cash with 
Live Search! 
http://imagine-windowslive.com/search/kits/default.aspx?kit=improve&locale=en-US&source=hmtagline



From: "john ost" <johnost8@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 11:50 AM
Subject: Leash law comments

John Ost
333 Pearl Street

As an animal lover and former dog owner, I would like to comment on
the proposal to enable the Parks Department to allow unleashed dogs in
certain park areas between the hours of 9PM and 9AM.

There are bad ideas, and really bad ideas.  This change in the leash
law is a really bad idea.

There are many reasons why allowing dogs off leash in parks is a bad
idea.  Let me discuss a few issues.

First is the premise that dog owners will obey the law.  According to
a recent Daily New article, many do not--there a over 800,000
unlicensed dogs in the City of New York.  Are we to assume that
800,000 dog owners who fail to comply with the licensing law will have
properly vaccinated their pets?  I don't think so.

Lets look at the clean-up (or "pooper scooper") law.  Many dog owners
clean up after their dogs; but many do not.  An examination of the
streets and sidewalks of the City of New York will clearly demonstrate
that fact.  Who is going to check licenses and enforce the vaccination
and clean-up laws between 9PM and 9AM seven days per week?

If the laws are not enforced, are daytime park users, seniors and
small children, to walk or play in dog feces?  Also rats, ever present
in NYC, use dog droppings for moisture.  Are we to risk assisting in
the maintenance of our rat population?

Let's talk about dog bites.  An unleashed animal is difficult to
control.  By the time an owner becomes aware of the dog's actions, the
dog bite has already happened.  An unrestrained dog could well run out
of the park and bite someone on the street.  Here come the lawsuits,
with the City being accused of facilitating the dog attack by
providing an opportunity for a dog owner to allow the dog to be
unrestrained.  Will we be forced to post signs to the effect that you
use the park at your own risk; and beware of unleashed dogs between
9PM and 9AM?  Who will be in each and every park to ensure that no one
unleashes their dog before 8:59PM and that unleashed dogs are again
leashed before 9AM?

As things stand now, let me assure you that present enforcement of dog
regulations on City streets is sparse, if it exists at all.  Residents
in my housing complex of over 1600 units have had no success in using
the 311 complaint system to ensure leash law and clean-up law
compliance.  I would not expect any greater success in park
enforcement of these same laws.

Of further significance is the fact that some people are allergic to
dogs;  and still others are afraid of dogs.  How will those



individuals be assured that they will not be approached, perhaps by an
animal simply being friendly.

In conclusion, this is not a good proposal and I urge the Board not to
modify the law in this fashion.  There is a mechanism to propose dog
runs in parks through the community boards, where they can receive a
full hearing and protect all park users.

CC: <johnost8@gmail.com>



Resolution Comments - Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  
Policy 

  
I am a supporter of maintaining off-leash hours for dogs & establishing dog runs in New York City 
Parks.   
  
As a taxpaying, voting citizen of the city, I believe considerate and law-abiding dog walkers deserve the 
same rights as other New Yorkers. 
  
Please be clear about this: the issue is about securing the rights of people - not dogs.  And I support the 
rights of New Yorkers to considerately enjoy the parks as they see fit. 
  
Thank you, 
Ed Forgotson 
792 President Streeet 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
 

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 

From:    "Ed Forgotson" <edforgotson@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    11/1/2006 11:52 AM
Subject:   Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code; Save the Off-Leash  Policy
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From: "judrock" <judrock@cox.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 12:13 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Please keep the off-leash policy in New York City!!  It works so well!  It is so civilized!! It would be 
devastating -- and dangerous -- if that grace period is taken away.  We have seen more aggressive dog 
incidents on leash and inside the dog run than during off-leash hours in Central Park and Riverside Park.
Please don't punish responsible dog owners for the abuses of a few offenders.
Thank you.
Judith and Eugene Staples



From: "Michael" <aluminumdoyle@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 11:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

   --The 20-year offl-eash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safter, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: shauna gallagher <shaunacraiggallagher@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Nov 7, 2006 11:18 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

My dog is a black lab and she enjoys her off leash run at 630 am and  
730 pm every day in central park. It is important dogs like these  
have some off leash time as they would be dangerous if given no time  
to socialize with other dogs and people.  This off leash time is  
another magical time for Manhattan residents and in the twelve years  
i have never come across a n irresponsible dog owner  and I'm  
extremely sernsitive to this with a child! I think it is better for  
the dogs to have some free time!



From: <POCA18@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  7:56 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exorcised dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: Kiran Rikhye <kiranrikhye@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:23 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to
Section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.  As a former
dog owner, I have experienced first-hand the value of
the off-leash hours policy.  By offering dog owners
just a small portion of every day to let their dogs
enjoy the park off-leash, this policy not only helps
New York's dogs be better exercised, socialized, and,
as a result, well-behaved, but it creates a tremendous
sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners.  

Though I do not currently have a dog, I continue to
reap the benefits of the off-leash policy.  I don't
hesitate to walk in Central Park alone in the morning
before 9am or after dark in the evening, as I know
that dog owners will be out keeping the park safe and
populated.  I also rest assured that the park will be
well cared for, as the dog owners who take advantage
of the off-leash hours often participate in a great
deal of volunteer work to maintain the park.  Last of
all, I have the pleasure of seeing my neighbors greet
each other, socialize with each other, and support
each other every morning and evening in the park.  

There is simply no replacement for the sense of
community that the off-leash hours policy creates, or
for the happiness it brings to so many people and
their pets.

Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to
enjoy and to protect their park by adopting the
proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Thank you,

Kiran Rikhye
322 East 85th Street
New York, NY 10028

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
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From: Ruth Bonnet <rbonnet@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:07 PM
Subject: Off-leash

To Whom It May Concern:

I can't explain to you quite the delights of roaming through Central 
Park with my border collie, Jack,  at my side.  He loves it, especially 
when people smile at him, and he wanders over to sit politely to be 
petted. If they don't want him to be petted, I call him off, and he 
looks at them, as if to say "You started it!" and trots back to me.  
Socializing is a great part of a dog's life and my one doesn't 
understand dog runs. It's full of dogs! How irritating! He likes to 
sniff and say hi, but then wants to wander on some more and herd me as 
he goes.

I feel completely safe with Jack with me.  I have dozed in the 
afternoon shade with him on leash (of course - after 9AM!) to be woken 
up by a soft bark if someone is coming too close.  I know that he would 
protect me if he had to. Thank goodness,  it hasn't come to that.

I keep him on a 6' leash at all times after 9AM, and always carry extra 
bags for other owners ("Did you need a bag for that?").  My life would 
be miserable without offleash hours. Please keep this in mind. I don't 
know if this influences you at all, but my therapy dog would be sad 
without frisbee time in the mornings!!

Thank you.
Ruth Waldorf
310 W 99th Street #104
NYC 10025



From: Kristen Hurwitz <rallyon@optonline.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  6:49 AM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

From:

Kristen Hurwitz

President, Port Chester Obedience Training Club

www.TeachRover.com <http://www.teachrover.com/>    

(914) 422-DOGS

 

I walk my dog off lead every morning in Central Park. Being allowed to walk
off-leash inspired me to take her to dog training classes so that I would
have control over her when off lead. Many other people in the park do the
same. When a new person visits with a dog who is not well trained we all
recommend trainers and classes. When I visit the fenced dog runs, the most
of the dogs are not trained well-the owners see no need for it since the dog
is always on leash or in the kennel.

 

We have our own little communities where we exchange health and training
information. We look forward to seeing each other almost as much as the dogs
look forward to their exercise time.

 

Allowing dogs to run off leash, at night and early in the AM keeps crime
down. Watchful, law abiding people, are in the park when most people
wouldn't dream of entering a NYC park. The 9-9 hours mean dogs are off lead
when the majority of people are not using the parks, joggers/bicyclists tend
to run along the streets and we do not allow the dogs near the streets off
their leashes. 

 

Dogs who meet and play with other dogs are much better members of our city,
they are socialized and pass by other dogs on the sidewalk (when on leash
and not in the park) with barely a glance-dogs who are not socialized tend
to be aggressive with other dogs.  

 

The open fields of the parks are perfect for "real" exercise of dogs
(walking a dog is not enough exercise for them, they need to run and most
fenced dog runs are too small. Properly exercised dogs are MUCH less likely
to bark and perform other nuisance behaviors when in their apartments.

 



Please do not take away the off leash hours-they are an essential part of
having a well behaved dog in the city.

 

Sincerely,

Kristen Hurwitz



From: <billker@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  7:00 AM
Subject: leash laws

Hi all - I am a real estate agent with Citi Habitats on the Upper West Side [Columbus Ave and 82nd st 
office]. I have traveled extensively in Europe and the US and one thing that makes NY outstanding 
[among many] is the socialization of its dog population. I always tell any pet lovers who consider moving 
to this area that they have to take their dog to Central Park in the morning before 9 because it is such a 
glorious time. Please don't diminish this spirit of freedom in these over restricted times!
 
Bill Ker
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "amy rathgeb" <amyrathgeb@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  7:31 AM
Subject: Off Leash Hours

There are many reasons why New York, and Brooklyn in particular, is a
fantastic place to live.  Very near the top of the list for me is the
generous off leash policy in Prospect Park.  I have an eneregetic 85 pound
dog who can burn off that energy by running freely with other dogs for an
hour a day.  I am certain that without that time, he would be a much less
well adjusted dog.  It is remarkable on any given afternoon to see the dogs
of all sizes running together.  There are remarkably few dogfights, which I
attribute to the large amount of space.  The dog walkers and the dogs are a
big presence in the park and I feel very safe there knowing there is a
community of caring people around both morning and evening.  The dog walking
community cares deeply not only for their animals but for the park itself.
I remember one day, it was the day after a large fair and there was food and
garbage scattered all over the Nethermead.  SOme dog people had brought
large garbage bags and we all went around cleaning up the Nethermead.  I
can't imagine what other group of citizens would have done this unbidden
Sure, there are people who abuse the off leash policy, but many of us take
it upon ourselves to talk to those who do.  As for the aggressive dog
attacks, I know that these attacks happen in cities where dogs are on leash
as well as cities where dogs are allowed off leash, and I have never seen a
vicious attack in Prospect Park.  Well-exercized dogs are generally less
aggressive.  It would be a great misfortune to the caring people of New York
City to lose this great and generous privilege.

Thank you for reading and I hope you will consider an extension of this
wonderful policy.

Amy Rathgeb
523 11th Street
Brooklyn, NY



From: Nomi Barst <ndb24@cornell.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Feuermusic@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:38 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven 
and successful public health policy.  

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping 
the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant 
in the late evening and early morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of 
thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters 
a sense of community.  

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Since there are not enough dog runs available 
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get socialized and exercised in designated areas 
of City parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only 
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when 
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Jed Feuer
212 249 0700
fx. 212 517 2770
feuermusic@aol.com
11 East 80th Street
New York, NY 10021-0127



From: Abigail Rosen Holmes <arholmes@nyxdesign.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:57 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Madams/Sirs,

I am writing to strongly encourage you to continue the NYC off leash  
policy.

The dog owners who rise early to take advantage of the off leash  
hours are responsible pet owners and citizens.  We clean after our  
dogs.  This is also a group of people with a great appreciation of  
the parks, which we visit all through the year and in every weather -  
we protect the parks, and support their maintenance.  The presence of  
dogs and their owners in the parks during the off hours contributed  
to making the parks safer places.

In a crowded city like New York sharing the resources and common  
areas, allowing access to many groups and interests, is one of the  
things which makes the city great.  The off leash hours have been set  
for limited hours which would be low use time for other groups.  The  
dog owners using the parks at these times have a sense of a shared  
community, and the dogs are better urban citizens when they have been  
socialized and exercised.

Please maintain the off leash hours in our parks.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Abigail Rosen Holmes
(and Whitman the dog)

253 West 73rd St, #15A
New York, NY 10023
arholmes@mindspring.com



From: "Keetje Kuipers" <keetje@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:13 AM
Subject: I support amendment to Section 161.05!

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to
Section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.  By offering
dog owners just a small portion of every day to let
their dogs enjoy time in New York parks off the leash,
this policy not only helps New York's dogs be better
exercised and socialized, but it creates a tremendous
sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners.

Furthermore, off-leash hours help keep our parks safe
and well maintained, as dog owners populate the parks
in the early morning and late evening and are highly
invested in keeping the parks clean and vibrant.
New York City currently enjoys historically low rates
of dog-related incident, due in part to the exercise
and socialization dogs can get during off-leash hours,
and access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

There is simply no replacement for the sense of
community that the off-leash hours policy creates for
the many dog owners who take advantage of it every
day, or for the happiness it brings to so many people
and their pets.

Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to
enjoy and to protect their parks by adopting the
proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Sincerely,

Keetje Kuipers



From: "James Egan" <jegan@NYAM.ORG>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:26 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

 
Please save the off-leash policy!
 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

James Egan
Park Slope, Brooklyn



From: "Victoria Crane" <victoria.crane@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to ask that you vote in favor of
<http://nycoffleash.com/html/files/DOMH%20Proposed%20Leash%20Amendment%209_2
6.pdf> the proposed Health Code amendments to formally codify the 20-year
off-leash hours policy.  

My husband and I have no children yet we understand, support and approve of
the use of our tax dollars for discretionary expenditures that provide
expensive recreational facilities (such ball fields, etc.) for children in
NYC.   Similarly, we hope that New Yorkers without pets will understand,
support and approve of using a tiny fraction of those tax revenues to
provide recreational facilities (such as dog runs) for our beloved pets, or
at the very least, allowing us to use City park facilities to exercise them.
Dogs do not get exercise or recreation while on a 6-foot leash.  

The existing 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy; it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs, and
facilities such as dog runs foster a sense of community where often there is
little to bring people together.  The off-leash policy is a great compromise
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use City parks - it's only for certain
hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in
certain designated locations.  Surely, this is little to ask for the taxes
we pay.  

Sincerely,

Victoria Crane and Bill Crane

 



From: "Terry Barchenko" <tbarchenko@kbdesq.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I whole-heartedly support the Off-Leash Policy. The Policy strikes a fair
balance between dog owners and those opposed to letting dogs off leash since
the hours are limited to the early morning hours and do not interfere with
people's use of the parks for almost all of the daylight hours. Dogs need
exercise in order to be happy and well-socialized. There is a wonderful
sense of community when people come together with their dogs in the early
hours of the day. Everyone I have met is very concerned about picking up
after their dog and protecting the few hours that the dogs have to run
together. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners since it is for limited hours and is only permitted in certain
designated locations. Lastly, the proposed Board of Health amendments
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs are required to be licensed
and vaccinated. Please allow dogs and their owners to continue to enjoy the
few hours that they have off leash so that the dogs can come home to their
apartments exercised, happy, and better able to continue walking on leash
for the remainder of the day. Terry Weigel



From: Peter Eide <petereide@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am so sad to hear that people are working to demolish the off-leash 
policy which has been working fine for 20 years in New York City. It is 
very saddening that one selfish person can effect a change that will 
negatively effect the lives of thousands of law abiding new yorkers and 
their innocent pets. Dogs in New York will be very negatively impacted 
if the leash policy is changed and we will likely see a rise in dog 
related incidents throughout the city. Furthermore, the prospect of 
adopting an abandoned dog, let alone keeping a current dog will be 
completely compromised by a change in the off leash polity.

Please SAVE THE OFF-LEASH POLICY!
DO NOT LET ONE SELFISH PERSON DESTROY A VERY HEALTHY AND PROVEN POLICY!

Thank you,
Peter Eide

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;
--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due 
to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and 
exercized dogs;
--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, 
since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, 
which fosters a sense of community;
--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to 
adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in 
designated areas of City parks;
-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, 
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated 
locations;  
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog 
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Emma Brooks <e.melaniebrooks@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

 
I am emailing re the above.  The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health 
policy.  NYC is currently enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash 
hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.  There are many other reasons to save 
the Off-leash Policy: dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they 
are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  the off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community;  access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt 
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   the off-leash policy is a great
 compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  the proposed 
Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.
 
---------------------------------
Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: DeMarcus Levin Brooks <demarcuslbrooks@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy.  NYC is currently 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs.  There are many other reasons to save the Off-leash Policy: dog 
owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in 
the late evening and early morning hours;  the off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of 
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   the 
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
 dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  the proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

 
---------------------------------
Want to start your own business? Learn how on  Yahoo! Small Business. 



From: Laura Goodman <lgoodman@diningoutonline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:47 AM
Subject: Of Leash Policy

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to
Section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.  By offering
dog owners just a small portion of every day to let
their dogs enjoy time in New York parks off the leash,
this policy not only helps New York's dogs be better
exercised and socialized, but it creates a tremendous
sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners.  

Furthermore, off-leash hours help keep our parks safe
and well maintained, as dog owners populate the parks
in the early morning and late evening and are highly
invested in keeping the parks clean and vibrant.

New York City currently enjoys historically low rates
of dog-related incident, due in part to the exercise
and socialization dogs can get during off-leash hours,
and access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

There is simply no replacement for the sense of
community that the off-leash hours policy creates for
the many dog owners who take advantage of it every
day, or for the happiness it brings to so many people
and their pets.

Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to
enjoy and to protect their parks by adopting the
proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Laura Goodman



From: <Ariel.Sinclair@jwt.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:04 AM
Subject: dog leash amendment

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to
Section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.  By offering
dog owners just a small portion of every day to let
their dogs enjoy time in New York parks off the leash,
this policy not only helps New York's dogs be better
exercised and socialized, but it creates a tremendous
sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners. 

Furthermore, off-leash hours help keep our parks safe
and well maintained, as dog owners populate the parks
in the early morning and late evening and are highly
invested in keeping the parks clean and vibrant.

New York City currently enjoys historically low rates
of dog-related incident, due in part to the exercise
and socialization dogs can get during off-leash hours,
and access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

There is simply no replacement for the sense of
community that the off-leash hours policy creates for
the many dog owners who take advantage of it every
day, or for the happiness it brings to so many people
and their pets.

Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to
enjoy and to protect their parks by adopting the
proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Thanks,
Ariel Sinclair
This transmission is confidential and intended solely for the person or organization to whom it is 
addressed.  It may contain privileged and confidential information.  If you are not the intended recipient, 
you should not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it.

If you believe you received this transmission in error, please notify the sender.



From: Douglas Singleton <indoug@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:19 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The off-leash hours have been a successful, peaceful policy in New  
York for years. We keep the
park safe and follow the rules---point blank. Please allow us to do  
so---we're New Yorkers too.

Douglas Singleton
195 Clinton Ave.
Brooklyn



From: Shari Stadel <scaryred@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it may concern,

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy.  NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercised dogs.  Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  The off-leash  
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners  
and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense  
of community and access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year.  A well exercised dog is a happy, healthy and well  
behaved dog.  Since there are not enough dog runs available in the  
City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks.  The off-leash policy is  
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks -  
it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks  
open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations.  The  
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog  
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
I feel that if off leash hours are not put into law, there will be  
more incidences of bites and many more abandoned dogs due to the fact  
that most people do not have back yards to exercise their animals.  A  
well exercised and socialized dog is better behaved and response  
better to training and discipline.  It will be much harder to own a  
dog in New York city with out the ability to run active dogs.  Please  
turn off leash courtesy hours into law

Thank You,
Shari Stadel
196 Clinton Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11205



Resolution Comments 

  
Please don't take away off-leash hours for dogs in our parks.  With so few dog runs (none near where I 
live at 980 5th Avenue), people like me need to be able to spend time with our dogs in a free setting.  
The dogs do no harm; quite the opposite, they bring joy to the park.  Also, I walk my dog in Central 
Park sometimes as late as midnight.  There is usually other dogs and owners as well.  We contribute to 
the safety of Central Park! 
  
Please don't take away off-leash hours! 
  
Paula Smith 
980 5th Ave. 
NYC 10021 
 

All-in-one security and maintenance for your PC.  Get a free 90-day trial! 

From:   "Paula Smith" <smithpaula@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/31/2006 10:51 AM
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From: "Lee Rottenberg" <lee3333@gmail.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:58 AM
Subject: Unleashed dogs

I just wanted to comment on the dog leash issue.  I live 2 blocks from
Juniper Park and go their frequently with both my 11 year old son and 4 year
old daughter.  One of the big problems having a law that is only selectively
enforced is that it creates ambiguity all of the time.  I can not tell you
how often I see unleashed dogs during the daytime other than the 9 PM until
9 AM hours.

The other issue that has to be considered is that students have to be at
school before 9 AM, so they are subjected to unleashed dogs during the
relaxed hours.

And, yes, everyone in my family has been approached by unleashed dogs in the
park.  Luckily there have been no injuries-yet.

Lee Rottenberg
60-27 77 Street
Middle Village, NY 11379
(718) 446-7257



From: "Donald Smith" <dsmith@donaldsmithandco.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:04 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a successful public health policy and
brings great happiness to a huge number of NYC residents.  We have become a
wonderful community in Central Park.   Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant
in the late evening and early morning hours.  There are so many reasons why
we should keep the off-leash hours as they now stand.

Donald Smith

980 5th Avenue

New York 10021



From: "Lev Kelman" <lev@oceanaresale.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:09 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF DOG
OWNERSHIP AND COMPANIONSHIP TO REVOKE THE POLICY!!!

 

THANK YOU.

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash
hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a
daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs
to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   --
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing,
and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.



From: Olga Akselrod <olga.akselrod@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  8:54 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I wholeheartedly support the off leash policy.  The 9-9 policy is a 
great compromise, allowing dog owners to keep dogs off leash only 
during those times of the day when parks are used the least.  In 
addition, since the off leash policy brings dog owners and their pets 
into the park in the morning and at night, the parks are much safer 
during those hours than they would be otherwise.  The off leash hours 
also foster healthier and better socialized dogs, while also keeping 
parks cleaner since dog owners police each other to ensure dog waste 
removal.  Doing away with the off leash hours will have horrible 
consequences for the city and the quality of life of its inhabitants.  
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  Olga Akselrod



From: "Carol Quatrone" <carol.quatrone@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:15 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05

With only 44 dog parks for 1.4 million dogs there must be designated
off-leash areas.  
 
Thank you.
 
Carol Quatrone
502 LaGuardia Place
NYC  10012



From: <NancyMdlnMyers@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:18 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Puppies need a soft surface to run in-asphalt dog runs can cause injuries  to 
developing bones.  Having access to certain areas in parks where they  can 
run free on a soft surface (the ground) will help develop strong, healthy  
animals.  It is impossible to keep up with a dog's energy on a leash.   Good 
exercise means that there will be satisfied animals who will return to  their 
apartments and not be barking or destructive, for they will have used  their energy 
up in a positive way.  The off-leash policy is a great  compromise for dog 
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for  certain hours (9pm to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in  certain designated 
locations.
 
Nancy M Myers
69 Bank Street
NY NY 10014



From: "Megan Benett" <meganwb@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:21 AM
Subject: save off-leash hours in NYC parks

I am a resident of the Upper West Side and have a dog who comes with me to
the park in the early mornings, usually around 7 or 8 am on weekdays and
weekends.  Being able to allow him to run off his leash in Riverside Park or
Central Park makes living in an urban environment more tolerable than it
would otherwise be.  I always clean up after him and am careful to make sure
that he does not interfere with other people using the park -- runners,
bicyclists, children playing, for example.  From my observations, dog owners
are far more considerate in their use of the park with their dogs off-leash
than are many other park users.  We all recognize that it is a privilege to
be able to bring our beloved pets (whose health benefits to humans are
well-documented) for some much-needed  healthy exercise.

I implore the New York City health department to consider how well-served
the city's pet-owning population is by having permission to let our dogs get
some small modicum of exercise during the early morning hours.  Please
preserve off-leash privileges.

yours,
Megan W. Benett
204 W. 108th Street
New York, NY 10025



From: "Laura Smith" <laurasmith76@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:33 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven
and successful public health policy.

NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping
the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant
in the late evening and early morning hours.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their
dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters
a sense of community.

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

Since there are not enough dog runs available
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to
get socialized and exercised in designated areas
of City parks.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog
owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated
locations.

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Laura M Smith

1 University Place, New York, NY 10003

------------------------------
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces
<http://g.msn.com/8HMAENUS/2740??PS=47575>



From: "Walter Ettinger" <whettinger1@comcast.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please save the off leash policy.  It works for dogs and people.  Thank you.
Susan Ettinger

245 E. 72nd St.

 

 

 



From: Jennifer Small <jensmall@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:41 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I do not know how I could continue to live in New York City if I no  
longer had the right to take my dog to Prospect Park in the mornings.  
Both my dog and I benefit immeasurably from being able to experience  
the park in the mornings and evenings. It seems absurd that the Board  
of Health is dictating what oil restaurants can use to fry foods, the  
logic being that there's a public health issue at play and transfats  
are causing obesity, but are considering legislation which is  
discourage people from using the parks to exercise their dogs--and  
themselves.



From: Thomas Weber <thomas.weber@mssm.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:45 AM
Subject: comment on • Notice of Intention To Amend Artic le 161 of the New York City Health 
Code

To Whom It May Concern:
Please find attached my comments on • Notice of Intention To Amend  
Article 161 of the New York City Health Code.  The attachment is a  
PDF file.  Should you have any difficulties opening the document  
please inform me and I will fax a copy.  I also would appreciate it  
if you could confirm the receipt of this e-mail.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Thomas Weber, Ph.D.

Dr. Thomas Weber
401 East 81st Street
Apt. 12F
New York, NY 10028

*



From: <carpentj@mskcc.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:45 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to 
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog 
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned 
dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is 
a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm 
to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The 
proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated.
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Resolution Comments - Amend Article 161 

  
Dear Ms. Rena Bryant, 
  
I am writing as part of the public comment period regarding the City's successful off-leash policy. I am 
writing to express my support for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed 
amendments to Section 161.05 of the Health Code. 
  
These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, that the public will be provided with information concerning times when and 
places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in City parks. 
  
The off-leash policy is a good health policy for people as well as for dogs.  I support these amendments, 
which will clarify and continue the City's off-leash policy. 
  
Here's why:   
  
There is limited park space -- even though there are 1700 parks run by NYC, there are fewer than 50 dog 
runs for 1.4 million City dogs.  Allowing dogs to be off leash during specific, limited hours means that 
dogs can get the exercise they need without the City spending additional funds to create more dog runs. 
  
According to Parks personnel, having vigilant dog owners in parks everyday during early hours and late 
evening hours helps keep the parks safer. 
  
Health Department statistics show that prior to the off-leash policy, dog bites Citywide exceeded 40,000. 
Those number have dropped dramatically over the past 20 years to less than 4,000 in 2005 of which only 
86 (2.2%) occured in City parks.  
  
Many studies confirm that dogs that receive off-leash exercise and socialize are much less aggressive 
and can cope with urban surroundings. 
  
In short, I fully support the the City's thoughtful, helpful off-leash policy and believe it should be 
clarified and strenghtened with proper signage clearly designating off-leash areas and times.  
  
Thank you. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Cecilia Greene 
 

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 

From:    "Cee Greene" <ceegreene@hotmail.com>
To:    <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date:    10/31/2006 11:47 AM
Subject:   Amend Article 161
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From: susan small <sms263@mindspring.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:49 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Health Department,
I'm writing to you because of the proposed changed in the city's off-leash
dog policy.  As a responsible dog owner I can't imagine why you would
consider prohibiting dogs to be off-leash in designated parks during
specific locations.  The current policy as it exists, is a great compromise
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain
hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in
certain designated locations.  Dogs deserve a place where they can play
freely in an open space without the hindrance of their restraining leashes.
They need adequate exercise, just as we humans do.  Aggression in animals
Is often do to lack of adequate exercise and I wouldn't want to see what
happens when these dogs are deprived of this important right.

Please reconsider your decision to not allow dogs to be off-leash in
designated areas at specified times during the day.  It's a decision that
Won't benefit anyone.

Thank you,
Susan Small 



From: daniel reading <dan_reading27@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  9:54 PM
Subject: Fwd: FW: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of  the Health 
Code

Dear Board of Health Member

> > My wife and I have lived and worked in New York
> City for ten years,
> > and in March, we became first time dog-owners.  In
> the past 6 months,
> > as dog owners, we have seen a side of New York
> City that we had not
> > experienced in ten years of living here. For one,
> we never realized
> > how safe and enjoyable Central Park is at 7am.  We
> take our dog to
> > Central Parl every Saturday and Sunday, with out
> fail,  to enjoy the
> > early morning off-leash hours.  The community of
> dog-owners that we
> > have met in the park are among the most
> considerate, pleasant and
> > sociable in New York.  I will add that they are
> also among the most
> > respectful and law abiding, as at 9 am, all
> leashes go on.  Everyone
> > respects the law, each other, and the non-dog
> owners in the park.  
> > 
> > We are fortunate enough to live in a city where
> there is no shortage
> > of fabulous restaurants, access to the arts and
> constant enrichment,
> > and my wife and I take advantage of it all.  So
> to say that the
> > early morning  hours on Saturday and Sunday are
> our most enjoyable of
> > the week is a big statement.  It is, however, the
> truth and we are
> > happier and healthier for it. 
> > 
> > On behalf of ourselves and the rest of the dog
> owning community we
> > urge you to consider all the positive effects that
> this successful 20
> > year off-leash policy has had on our City, and
> please keep it intact.
> > 
> > 
> > Sincerely,
> > 
> > Dan Reading  
> > Team Leader



> > Pfizer
> 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Everyone is raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail 
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From: "Liora Grimm" <liora.schwartz@enact.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:52 AM
Subject: Please! Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Hello, 
I am writing regarding the off-leash policy in Brooklyn's Prospect Park.  I have made long-lasting 
friendships with dogs and people during off-leash time at the park, and I truly believe it is what engages 
many members of the public the park and the community.  Dogs who are socialized to be around other 
dogs and people are less likely to be violent.  The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership (as dogs should be licensed and vaccinated).  
Sincerely, 

Liora G. Schwartz, LMSW
Assoc. Director of Programs/Clinical Supervisor
Enact, Inc. 
80 8th Avenue
Suite 1102
New York, NY 10011
212.741.6591 phone
212.741.6594 fax 



From: Mary Prince <falconprints@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:55 AM
Subject: off leash laws

I would like to state that I support the off leash
laws in Central Park.  I think these laws make for a
safer and more enjoyable park.
Thank you,
Mary Prince



From: "Sherry Day" <sday@ys-law.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: Off lease law

I am an owner of a 5 year old rescued Cairn Terrier.  He is both happy and fit due mainly to a good diet, 
lots of love and daily exercise.  One of his favorite times is early morning when he can be off lease and 
socialize with his many, big, small and medium, pals.  My dog delights in the freedom and for just a small 
time he is totally what he was meant to be, a joyful and happy living creature.  Please don't take away this 
small, but oh so needed, gift.  I can appreciate the fact that some pet owners are not as responsible as 
they need to be when it comes to their pets.  Perhaps this is the way to approach a safer community.  A 
better set of rules governing your individual responsibily towards your fellow man when it comes to the 
behavior of your pet.  Do not second guess or assume when it comes to your animals behavior but be on 
alert and accept that sometimes its better for your pet and all others that your animal remains on lease in 
an overcrowded area.  My dog chases bicycles, as he was hit 3 times when a puppy and on leash, so I'm 
vigilant in watching for them and leashing him up when they head for us.  This helps me and my dog and 
certainly any bikers who come our way and everyone is safe.  Enough, We pet owners need the exercise 
for our charges and if maintain the responsibility that goes along with ownership there will be no 
problems.

Now, perhaps you could tackle the problem of bicycles on the pathways which speed and endanger 
children, pets, elderly and young alike.  If challenged they release a long list of expletives and threatening 
attitute.  They are a far worse nemesis to park users.

Thank You,

Sharon Day & Clancy



From: morty the knife man <info@mortytheknifeman.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:56 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  HealthCode

Attention Health Board,

Since the 20 year old successful park policy of off leash late evening and early morning hours for dogs 
and their owners has resulted in less crime and generally safer visits to the parks by dog owners and non 
owners alike, it seems totally wrong to consider changing this policy at this time.
I urge the Health Board to maintain this public policy that promotes responsible dog ownership by 
encouraging the proper licensing and vaccination of these dogs and adopt the proposed ammendments 
to support the controlled off leash activities.

Respectively,

Cliff Silverstein
20554 Brian Crescent
Bayside



From: Mary Hargroves <mhargroves@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:57 AM
Subject: Dog Off Leash Law

Every morning I go to Central Park with my golden retriever, Zach, 
where we meet all our friends.  The dogs all play together, eat sticks, 
play ball and just socialize.  Friendships are formed not only with 
dogs but with their owners as well.  It starts our day off watching our 
dogs play and enjoy themselves as we talk.  I feel very strongly that 
by having the dogs in the park and off lease that a safer environment 
has been created.  Dogs like humans need to play.  If a dog was leashed 
all the time, they would not have the ability to release this built up 
energy and perhaps would create a normally sweet dog to perhaps become 
unnaturally aggressive.   I live on the Upper East Side and feel 
Central Park is my back yard.  It is the greatest gift that we have in 
this wonderful City.   The best part of Central Park is having the 
ability to take ones dog and let it be off leash.  I do not go into the 
Park unless it is off leash hours.  Quite frankly, this is one the best 
reasons why I live in NYC and if it were to be taken away from us, I 
really would have to re-consider my residence.  This is a vital aspect 
of community living and to the general well being of all.  The law 
should be changed granting dog owners the ability to walk their dogs 
off leash legally for the betterment of our community.
Mary F. Hargroves



From: KVIN <kvin@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern.

The off-leash hours have been a successful, peaceful policy in New  
York City for years. We keep the park safe and follow the rules--- 
pointblank.

Dog owners are responsible about their pets ( we clean up!) and the  
park, which they use in every weather. We appreciate the beauty of  
the park and fight to maintain it, while keeping it safer. Our dogs  
stay healthier and better behaved and the offleash hours are timed so  
as to allow all groups a chance for enjoyment of the park.

The open fields of the parks are perfect for “real” exercise of dogs  
(walking a dog is not enough exercise for them, they need to run.)  
Properly exercised dogs are MUCH less likely to bark and perform  
other nuisance behaviors.

I support this petition because because having my dog and responsible  
off-leash enjoyment is the single greatest factor that has kept my in  
NYC despite economic and other influences otherwise. It's critical  
and valuable for the well being of ourselves and our animals and the  
many citizens they help - directly and indirectly.

Please allow us to continue to have our dogs off leash, as we have  
for the past 20 years---we're New Yorkers too.

Kathi Squillacioti



From: "Mark Schwartz" <mxschwartz@book.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:05 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I live in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, and on my daily walks I am constantly
reminded of the great fear many pedestrians have of dogs. Our
neighborhood dogs are poorly socialized, badly trained, and fearsome.
They are precisely why the current City Parks Off-Leash policy needs to
be PRESERVED.

Off-Leash hours encourage canine socialization. They bring concerned dog
owners together. They foster and indeed enforce dog etiquette: Picking
up waste, muzzling unpredictable dogs, and yes, leashing dogs at the
stroke of 9 a.m. The existing community also socializes new dog OWNERS,
teaching them how to be responsible to their pets and their neighbors.

Anarchy results when laws are non-existent, but also when laws are
unjust. Destroying the community of enlightened dog-owners in our City
Parks will only escalate the problems others fear with dogs: More dog
waste in parks and on the streets, more poorly socialized animals, more
dog bites, more clueless, arrogant, and abusive owners. 

Furthermore, responsible dog owners constitute a large and alert
citizenry in our Parks, which, while they are used for exercising dogs,
are also used by criminals and sociopaths for far more nefarious
purposes. How many crimes and misdeeds have been foiled by early-morning
and late-evening dog walkers?

The current laws, circumscribing times and locations for off-leash dog
exercise, are just, fair, and healthy for the city. Please uphold them.

Sincerely,

Mark Schwartz
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From: "David Teisler" <teisler@abct.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:06 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

NYC is one of those places where lots of things co-exist: residents and
workers; rich and poor; pedestrians and drivers; people and their pets.
Pets are a great mixer, bringing many people together, often people who
would otherwise never meet.  I have many such stories, having met cops,
actors, and others I'd never otherwise encounter.  Those of us with pets
not only make the city a little less impersonal, we also make it safer.
Lest we forget, it was pets and their owners who, more than anyone else,
helped bring back some of the parks for the people.  Let's keep the dogs
off the leashes and let them run.  

 

David Teisler, 305 Seventh Avenue, NYC, 212.647.1890



From: Ben Humphreys <brh@bhent.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Hello,

I would like to weigh in in favor of the off-leash policy.  As a guide dog 
user in NYC, my trusty pal has very few opportunities to "just be a dog" 
like in the suburbs.  As the hours and locations are already restricted, I 
believe the status quo represents a happy-medium solution.  Please do not 
do away with off-leash policy.

Thank you,

Ben Humphreys
280 Park Ave S, 16M
New York, NY 10010
917-628-8515



From: Amy Barrett <barretta@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:21 PM
Subject: Please keep leash laws

To Whom It May Concern:

I'm a resident of Boerum Hill and I take my Jack Russell terrier to the
Prospect Park and/or Fort Greene in the mornings to run and play freely with
other dogs. The limited off-leash time is crucial not only for the health
and sanity of city dogs (and their owners) but it also contributes to the
safety of the parks themselves. There's always a group of dog owners in the
park, and that makes me feel safer the mornings when I go for a run without
my dog. I have never seen any dog fights or problems in the park during the
off-leash times. And I think it helps the dog socialize with each other in a
way that decreases dog fights when their leashed on the streets.
I strongly ask that you not rescind the off-leash law.

Sincerely,
Amy Barrett



From: <Ginnyhowsam@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email: --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, 
since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy 
brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community; --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year; --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and 
exercised in designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in 
certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health amendments 
promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: <Vpmdmroose@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:37 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Sweeting III, Floyd" <sweeting@frick.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:37 PM
Subject: support to amend the resolution (ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY  HEALTH 
CODE)  in favor of the 20-yr policy of letting dogs run off leash  during late hours

To NYC Health Department,

 

I support amending the resolution (ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY
HEALTH CODE) to continue to allow dogs off leash between 9pm and 9am in
specified park areas.

 

Having our dogs run free late at night is not only vital to the health
of the dogs but it is also beneficial for the general health of our
local communities. Those who bring our dogs to run free make sure our
dogs are healthy and immunized regularly. They run around free in small
park areas, under supervision by many different dog owners. It
encourages communal activity and actually helps LOWER the crime rate,
effectively working as a neighborhood watch group.

 

In this city where space is precious, we need to do everything we can to
reinforce positive health activities for us and our dogs, mentally and
physically. There are virtually zero drawbacks to having dogs run off
leash late at night. Even biting incidents, one of two main reasons some
are in favor of such a ban, have actually DECREASED since this the
policy was enacted.

 

A concerned NYC resident,

 

 

Floyd Sweeting III  

585 w. 214 St 5e

New York, NY 10034



From: <Maria_Papineau@ca2.uscourts.gov>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 12:48 PM
Subject: Off leash law

I am in favor of off-leash rule from 9:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Please make 
it a law.  This works for people as well as dogs.  Who would really go 
into a park at night after 9:00 p.m. without a dog!!!!!!  The dogs make 
the park safer for everyone.  Most of the times when dogs are playing with 
other dogs they are not the least bit interested in people walking by (a 
fear of some who oppose it). 

Please count my vote in favor.

Maria



From: Stephen Carter <carter9000@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:02 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to show my support for off-leash hours for dogs in NYC  
Parks, especially Prospect Park in my neighborhood. In my almost 20  
years in Park slope, the presence of dogs and their owners has  
improved safety in the park, as well as added to the quality of life  
in our area. I moved to Park Slope in 1987 originally because  
Prospect Park's accommodation of dogs made the neighborhood feel more  
"hometown". And I would argue that as like minded people have moved  
to this area, for similar motives, the popularity (and real estate  
value!) of the neighborhood has shot through the roof. I hope the off- 
leash benefits will be protected and preserved.
yours,
  Steve Carter
350 11th street
Brooklyn NY 11215



From: <erpietri@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:05 PM
Subject: leash law

43-06 159th Street #D1
Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 445-9664

October 31, 2006

RENA BRYANT, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH
125 WORTH STREET, CN-31
NEW YORK, NY 10013

Via e-mail: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

Re: Proposal to Amend Section 161.05 of the NYC Public Health Code

The following quotes are from an affidavit submitted by Edgar R. Butts, NYCDOH Assistant 
Commissioner for Veterinary and Pest Control Services, to the court considering the Juniper Park Civic 
Associationâ€™s lawsuit vs. the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation re: off-leash recreation:

â€œThe Department of Health, like DOPR, realizes that alternative space for dogs to exercise is 
generally not available in our urban environment.â€   

Finding space for dogs to exercise is not the problem or concern of the Department of Health; rather, that 
is the problem of dog owners.  Dog ownership is something voluntary and other peopleâ€™s private 
property should not be forced upon the rest of society.  

â€œThe Department, while cognizant of the inherent dangers that unleashed dogs anywhere can pose to 
both humans and other animals, nevertheless recognizes that dogs derive benefits from being off-leash.  
The Department supports allowing such off-leash activity in specific areas of specified parks facilities 
under DOPR jurisdiction during specified times.â€ 

The Department has admitted that off-leash dogs pose danger to the public and to other pets and wildlife, 
yet is recklessly planning to move forward with this amendment to the leash law?  This is 
incomprehensible.

â€œDepartment data for 2004 show that 93 (2.3%) of 4,082 dog bites reported citywide occurred in 
DOPR facilities, and that about the same proportion, 86 (2.2%) of the 3,956 dog bites reported citywide 
occurred in DOPR facilities in 2005.â€ 

If any other health concern left 93 or 86 New Yorkers injured or ill, there would be a crackdown on it, with 
emphases on prevention and enforcement - not a relaxing of the regulations already in place.

â€œWhile these bite reports do not indicate whether the biting dog was restrained or off-leash, there 
does not appear to be any significant negative impact on public health and safety resulting from the policy 
of DOPR to allow dogs to be off-leash in facilities and areas under DOPRâ€™s jurisdiction and 
control.â€ 

How can you determine this without further study?  Off-leash dogs in unfenced areas cannot be kept 
away from the public at large.  There is also no determination of which dogs are deemed to be dangerous 
and which are not dangerous.  In addition, dogs with normally docile temperament can unexpectedly 
become aggressive for a variety of reasons.



The role of the Assistant Commissioner for Veterinary and Pest Control Services, as per DOHâ€™s 
mission statement, is to promote and protect the health of New York City residents and visitors by 
ensuring an environment free from animal-borne diseases, hazards and nuisances by controlling and 
regulating animals.

I fail to see how amending the leash law to allow the parks commissioner to sanction unleashed dogs 
supports your mission.  I have had to deal with the nuisance of off-leash dogs while trying to enjoy city 
parks.  Like the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Department of Health should be more 
concerned with protecting the health and safety of PEOPLE, not pets.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

Kevin Walsh



From: GabriellaLeff <gabriella@doneonline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:11 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Sir/Madam:

Dogs that run and get good exercise are far better socialized and far less
likely to get into problems with other dogs or even people.

When we walk our dogs in the early hours of the day, we ensure that the park
is safe due to our sheer presence as well as our protectors, our dogs. That
means safe for everyone, not just us dog owners.

We are a community that cleans up after our dogs and brings a friendly and
warm cutlure to the park on a daily basis.

Pavement-lined dog runs are not very healthy for our dogs and even so they
are too few to be truly useful to the dog community. We use the park only in
certain areas and the dogs that come to the park are all socialized and
well-trained by their owners...they have to be to run freely in the
park...our dogs obey and are there simply to enjoy the land.

Please don't take away a beautiful part of our city...

Gabriella Leff
Native New Yorker



From: "Rachel Rosenblatt" <rachel.rosenblatt@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:19 PM
Subject: Support for proposed amendment to Section 161.05 of the NYC Health  Code

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to Section 161.05 of the
NYC Health Code. By offering dog owners just a small portion of every day to
let their dogs enjoy time in New York parks off the leash, this policy not
only helps New York's dogs be better exercised and socialized, but it
creates a tremendous sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners.

Furthermore, off-leash hours help keep our parks safe and well maintained,
as dog owners populate the parks in the early morning and late evening and
are highly invested in keeping the parks clean and vibrant.

New York City currently enjoys historically low rates of dog-related
incident, due in part to the exercise and socialization dogs can get during
off-leash hours, and access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

There is simply no replacement for the sense of community that the off-leash
hours policy creates for the many dog owners who take advantage of it every
day, or for the happiness it brings to so many people and their pets.
Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to enjoy and to protect their
parks by adopting the proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Sincerely,
Rachel Rosenblatt
410 East 13 St. Apt 1C
New York, NY 10009



From: "Nichols, Patrice" <Litman@exchange.tc.columbia.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:21 PM
Subject: support an amendment to the resolution (ARTICLE 161) in favor of  off leash hours in 
parks

To:       NYC Health Department

From:   Patrice Nichols, Manhattan resident

Date:    October 31, 2006

Re:       support amendment to ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH
CODE

 

I am writing in support of off leash hours in city parks. 

 

I support an amendment to the resolution (ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK
CITY HEALTH CODE) in favor of the 20-yr policy of letting dogs run off
leash during late hours. 

 

Dog ownership in the city is a fact of living in NYC.  Providing off
leash hours is an important accommodation for dogs. Many dogs need off
leash time to socialize and exercise to be healthy.  

 

Accommodation is not a special request for dogs, and we all need to
accommodate each others' lifestyles and expect that reciprocal
responsibility.  For example, horses have a bridal path to use in
Central Park and we as citizens expect horse riders to ride responsibly
and in exchange we accept the additional danger of a trotting horse and
the fact that manure is on the ground.  Please note that dog runs are
not an adequate accommodation as they present serious risks to the
health of dogs and their owners due to inadequate drainage and
inadequate physical grounds for dogs and their owners. There should not
be a double standard for dogs and others. Our community expectation is
that we all need to act responsibly. 

 

Therefore, off leash hours when the parks are less used, after 9 p.m.
and before 9 a.m. is an appropriate resolution. 

 

Moreover, safety issues and community health are important benefits to
an off leash policy.  Those who bring dogs during off leash hours
provide park supervision by many different dog owners and their dogs.
This activity encourages communal activity and actually helps LOWER the



crime rate, effectively working as a neighborhood watch group. Also, off
leash policy reinforces positive health activities for humans and their
dogs, mentally and physically. For example, biting incidents have
DECREASED since an off-leash policy was enacted and more dogs are
immunized.  

 

Please help amend this resolution to continue to allow dogs off leash
between 9pm and 9am in specified park areas.

 

 

Patrice Nichols

205 West 84th Street, 4D

New York, NY  10024

 

 

 

Patrice R. Nichols

Program Manager

NCREST, Box 110

525 W. 120th Street, 411 Main Hall

Teachers College, Columbia University

New York, New York  10027

(212) 678 - 4196 phone

(212) 678 - 4170 fax

 

 



From: "Kathleen Marshall" <kmmarshall@msn.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:39 PM
Subject: re: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH:AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Health Department,
I have been a dog owner for most of the  28 years I have lived in New York City. I strongly support the 
amending of  the health code to allow dogs off leash. I have lived near Central park on 72nd Street and 
then 96th street and am raising my children and  have raised our wonderful dogs in the Park. I believe 
that the park is a safer place because of the presence of dogs and owners in those early and later hours 
in the park. There is no place on earth where dog owners as a whole take  the approach of obedience 
training and socialization as seriously as New Yorkers do. I have lost count of the times people have 
asked me to stop so that their children can pet and talk to our dog. The people who own and love dogs 
are an amazing socially minded community.  We love the parks, keep our eyes and ears open and make 
the city a safer and more generous place .
My children, husband and our wonderful dog Romeo join me in  asking you to please say YES TO OFF 
LEASH!!
Thank you,
Kathleen M. Marshall
46 West 96th Street
New York City, NY 10025



From: <ASchorr223@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in support of the 20-year off-leash hours policy which is  a 
proven and successful public health policy.  NYC is enjoying an  historically low 
rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours  policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs.;  --Dog  owners in NYC Parks have 
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are  present and vigilant 
in the late evening and early morning hours.  I  believe that this makes NYC a 
better place to live and contributes significantly  to the quality of life 
here.
Thank you,
Allegra Schorr
182 Clinton Street
Brooklyn, NY
11201



From: <Ginnyhowsam@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:39 PM
Subject: No Subject

please do not change the off leash law.   it works, please leave it. thank 
you.



From: "Kristin Sevick" <Kristin.Sevick@tor.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:42 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It May Concern:

Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code to allow certain
off-leash hours for licensed and vaccinated dogs.  I have lived in the
city for 3 months and by far the most fun I have had in New York is
taking my dog to Central Park and letting her play. I've made friends
networked quite a bit while my dog can enjoy being healthy. 

Personal taste aside, the 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and
successful public health policy and NYC is enjoying an historically low
rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since
it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community. Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks. The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations. The proposed Board of Health
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely

Kristin Sevick



From: Emily Otto <em_otto@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  1:57 PM
Subject: NYC Health Code 161.05

To the Board of Health City of New York,

I am writing in support of the proposed amendment to
Section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.  By offering
dog owners just a small portion of every day to let
their dogs enjoy time in New York parks off the leash,
this policy not only helps New York's dogs be better
exercised and socialized, but it creates a tremendous
sense of community and responsibility among New York's
many dog owners.  

Furthermore, off-leash hours help keep our parks safe
and well maintained, as dog owners populate the parks
in the early morning and late evening and are highly
invested in keeping the parks clean and vibrant.

New York City currently enjoys historically low rates
of dog-related incident, due in part to the exercise
and socialization dogs can get during off-leash hours,
and access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.

There is simply no replacement for the sense of
community that the off-leash hours policy creates for
the many dog owners who take advantage of it every
day, or for the happiness it brings to so many people
and their pets.

Please allow New York's dog owners to continue to
enjoy and to protect their parks by adopting the
proposed amendment to allow the DOPR to continue to
extend the off leash courtesy.

Sincerely, 
  Emily Otto
  Astoria, NY

 
---------------------------------
Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: <fresa23@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

To whom it may concern,
I am writing in support to Save the Off-Leash policy.  As a dog owner, I understand the importance of 
socializing & excercising dogs on a daily basis. I also know that because of better socializing, there are 
lower rates of dog related incidents in the city, as well as safer feeling for non-dog owners during off-peak 
times. It is highly important to allow the off-leash policy to continue because access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. 
I'm sure you can understand the concern people have for abandoned dogs and socialization helps them 
to more adoptable pets. I recently travelled to San Francisco and was delighted to see how much respect 
these people have for dogs. There are many dog parks there and even people who don't own dogs enjoy 
seeing all the pets run loose. Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercise!
 d in designated areas of City parks. Please allow the off-leash policy to continue, otherwise, make the 
city more pet-friendly in other ways, such as making more dog parks. 
Thank you for your time.

Dog Lover,
Margaret Areizaga
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: Nancy Drosd <njd@cs-photo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:13 PM
Subject: leash law

To the board of health:  As a long time dog owner and walker I have 
observed that the community of dog owners have coalesced into  a 
constituency of responsible dog owners who care about the park, pick up 
after their dogs and encourage others to do so, abide by any bylaws  
(keeping their dogs out of restricted areas) and enjoy spending the 
morning hours with their dogs off leash providing a positive presence 
of people enjoying the park. I write in the hope that you will continue 
to allow dogs off leash before 9AM.  Thank You, Nancy Drosd.



From: Peter <triphop7@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:22 PM
Subject: please support dog off leash laws

To whom it may concern,

I support the offleash hours policy in NYC parks. Please continue to allow our pets to have the right to 
excercise and stay social with other dogs on off-hours at NYC parks. 

Thank you,

Peter



From: "Nichols, Brian" <Nichols@frick.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:24 PM
Subject: Support to amend ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE

RENA BRYANT
SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH
125 WORTH STREET, CN-31
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10013
 
 
To The DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
BOARD OF HEALTH
 
I support to amend ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE to allow
off leash from 9PM to 9AM in areas and facilities designated by the
DOPR.
I have children and a dog and find it important to be able to exercise
my dog off leash. This allows for a happier animal which in turn makes
for a happier family. Not all areas of the parks have dog runs, and dog
runs are not the safest place for small children.
I also believe that off leash hours make for a stronger community and a
safer park. There are more people using the parks at times when it would
otherwise be virtually empty.
 
Sincerely Yours,
 
Brian Nichols
 
Brian Nichols
205 west 84th st Apt 4d
New york, NY 10024
 
Nichols@Frick.org
212 547-6888
 
 
 



From: "Gill, Vivian" <GILL@frick.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:31 PM
Subject: AMEND ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE to INCLUDE dog 
free times from 9 to 9

I support to amend the resolution (ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY
HEALTH CODE) in favor of the 20-yr policy of letting dogs run off leash
during late hours, when the parks are rarely used by others. 

Those who bring our dogs to run free make sure our dogs are healthy and
immunized regularly. They run around free in small park areas, under
supervision by many different dog owners. It encourages communal
activity and actually helps LOWER the crime rate, effectively working as
a neighborhood watch group.
 
Biting incidents, one of two main reasons some are in favor of such a
ban, have actually DECREASED since this the policy was enacted.
 
Please amend this resolution to continue to allow dogs off leash between
9pm and 9am in specified park areas.

Thank you,

Vivian Gill
170 West 89th Street, 3D
New York, NY 10024
 



From: "Martin Van Treuren" <Marvant@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing in support of the offleash hours in our parks and I thank you for considering this amendment.  
I am sure that you are aware how successful this policy has been for many reasons.  My personal 
experience in the last eight years that I have owned my dog has shown me how vital this time is for my 
dog.  Obviously the exercise keeps her healthier and she also has the opportunity to socialize.  Both of 
these activities keep her balanced.  Dogs need this,as any professional will tell you. 
 
We all know there is not enough dog runs for the amount of dogs in this city.  We also know that the 
presence of dog owners and their dogs in the park help keep the parks safer.  We, as a group, use the 
park 365 days a year and sometimes 3 times a day.  We do not just use the park in warm and pleasant 
weather.  Rain or shine, sleet or snow we are there.  Please do not disenfranchise this population.  There 
has been several times that I, because of my dog, have actually helped the police when something was 
amiss in the park. (I use both Central Park and Riverside Park)  I have even called in two fire alarms 
because of vandals.  We serve a purpose beyond just walking our dogs and we are responsible people 
who care about our neighborhoods.

The people in Queens who are against this policy don't seem to realize that not allowing dogs the chance 
to socialize and exercise will help create an environment that is detrimental and frustrating for these 
animals.  They seem not even willing to consider putting in a dog run.  Their park in 22 acres and I'm sure 
there is room for compromise.  What they will create by their obstinate stance is a lot of angry people and 
dogs who are at more of a risk to have behavioral problems.  
I hope you will find it in your hearts and minds to realize the benifit of maintaining this offleash policy 
during certain hours.

Thankyou for your consideration,

Sincerely,

Martin Van Treuren
100 West 94th St Apt. 10C
New York, N.Y. 10025



From: "nancy.leonard1@verizon.net" <nancy.leonard1@verizon.net>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:46 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Dear Dept. of Health:

Please keep off leash hours alive!

Going to the park with my family and dog are pretty much the only 
nature and the main source of exercise we get.

Please don't take it away.

Sincerely,
Nancy Leonard



From: brad haines <bradlhaines@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 10:56 PM
Subject: Keep the pets healthy

On November 1st The City's Health Department is
holding a public hearing about amending the health
code to require dogs to be on leash at all times,
regardless of the hour. That means our dogs’ right to
run around free at night from 9pm to 9am in certain
specified park areas will be revoked.
 
This is a serious situation. Remember, having our dogs
run free late at night is not only vital to the health
of the dogs but it is also beneficial for the general
health of our local communities. Those who bring our
dogs to run free make sure our dogs are healthy and
immunized regularly. They run around free in small
park areas, under supervision by many different
dogowners. It encourages communal activity and
actually helps LOWER the crime rate, effectively
working as a neighborhood watch group.
 
In this city where space is precious, we need to do
everything we can to reinforce positive health
activities for us and our dogs, mentally and
physically. There are virtually zero drawbacks to
having dogs run off leash late at night. Even biting
incidents, one of two main reasons some are in favor
of such a ban, have actually DECREASED since this the
policy was enacted.

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Everyone is raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail 
(http://advision.webevents.yahoo.com/mailbeta/)



From: ROBIN BOWMAN <ROBIN@ROBINBOWMAN.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:48 PM
Subject: leash law

Dear Ms. Rena Bryant,
 
I am writing as part of the public comment period regarding the City's
successful off-leash policy. I am writing to express my support for the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments to Section
161.05 of the Health Code.
 
These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and
Regulation to adopt rules providing that owners of dogs off the leash
maintain and present proof regarding licensing and vaccination information,
that the public will be provided with information concerning times when and
places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in City parks.
 
The off-leash policy is a good health policy for people as well as for dogs.
I support these amendments, which will clarify and continue the City's
off-leash policy.
 
Here's why:  
 
There is limited park space -- even though there are 1700 parks run by NYC,
there are fewer than 50 dog runs for 1.4 million City dogs.  Allowing dogs
to be off leash during specific, limited hours means that dogs can get the
exercise they need without the City spending additional funds to create more
dog runs.
 
According to Parks personnel, having vigilant dog owners in parks everyday
during early hours and late evening hours helps keep the parks safer.
 
Health Department statistics show that prior to the off-leash policy, dog
bites Citywide exceeded 40,000. Those number have dropped dramatically over
the past 20 years to less than 4,000 in 2005 of which only 86 (2.2%)
occurred in City parks.
 
Many studies confirm that dogs that receive off-leash exercise and socialize
are much less aggressive and can cope with urban surroundings.
 
In short, I fully support the the City's thoughtful, helpful off-leash
policy and believe it should be clarified and strengthened with proper
signage clearly designating off-leash areas and times.
 
Thank you.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Robin Bowman



From: "Wolfe, Lisa" <LWolfe@NSHS.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:48 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing in favor of off leash laws for the folowing reasons:
--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Also, the scofflaws will be scofflaws regardless of stricter
policies...don't blame those of us who respect and abide by the current
off-leash policy!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The information contained in this electronic e-mail transmission
and any attachments are intended only for the use of the individual
or entity to whom or to which it is addressed, and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this communication
is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible
for delivering this communication to the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying
or disclosure of this communication and any attachment is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please
notify the sender immediately by telephone and electronic mail,
and delete the original communication and any attachment from any
computer, server or other electronic recording or storage device
or medium. Receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient is
not a waiver of any attorney-client, physician-patient or other
privilege. Thank you.



From: <PIEDURAND@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  2:58 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

We must preserve the off-leash hours in NYC parks. It is common sense  and it 
respects the rights of both dog owners and non-dog owners. Dog owners in  NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present  
and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours and access to off-leash 
 recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of  abandoned dogs in NYC each year. The off-leash policy is a great 
compromise for  dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain 
hours (9pm  to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain 
designated  locations. Totally fair.
 
Pierre Durand
 



From: "Ng, John" <Ng@frick.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  3:12 PM
Subject: FW: Please Help Our Dogs...

I support this.
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Nichols, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2006 2:22 PM
To: Ng, John; Kim, Jason; Troxell, Sean
Subject: FW: Please Help Our Dogs...

 
 
 
From: Brian Zapin <blzapin@yahoo.com
To: Brian Zapin <blzapin@yahoo.com
Subject: Please Help Our Dogs...
Date: Thu, 26 Oct 2006 07:00:41 -0700 (PDT)
 
This is almost everybody I know in the world that has a computer...
 
   On November 1st The City's Health Department is holding a public
hearing about amending the health code to require dogs to be on leash at
all times, regardless of the hour. That means our dogs' right to run
around free at night from 9pm to 9am in certain specified park areas
will be revoked.
ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE
   This is a serious situation. Right now those in favor of passing the
resolution banning the late night freedom flight have outnumbered our
correspondence 2-1. We are in dire straits.
 
   Please send a letter to resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov showing
your support to amend the resolution (ARTICLE 161 OF THE NEW YORK CITY
HEALTH CODE)  in favor of the 20-yr policy of letting dogs run off leash
during late hours, when the parks are rarely used by others. Tell your
friends and have them send letters. Even friends that live out of State
who may still know others living in the city. Please. 
Just make sure that all letters come from New York City residents. Your
address must be mentioned in the letter with your full name. We do not
want to give the Health Department any reason to question the support.
 
   Remember, having our dogs run free late at night is not only vital to
the health of the dogs but it is also beneficial for the general health
of our local communities. Those who bring our dogs to run free make sure
our dogs are healthy and immunized regularly. They run around free in
small park areas, under supervision by many different dog owners. It
encourages communal activity and actually helps LOWER the crime rate,
effectively working as a neighborhood watch group.
 
   In this city where space is precious, we need to do everything we can
to reinforce positive health activities for us and our dogs, mentally



and physically. There are virtually zero drawbacks to having dogs run
off leash late at night. Even biting incidents, one of two main reasons
some are in favor of such a ban, have actually DECREASED since this the
policy was enacted.
 
   Please help us amend this resolution to continue to allow dogs off
leash between 9pm and 9am in specified park areas.
 
   Thanks,
   Brian
 
   (If you just want a copy of the letter I sent let me know and I'll
forward it to you to use as a form letter.)
 
 



From: <DrDebraC@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  3:22 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Debra Condren

Debra Condren, Ph.D.
Author, Ambitchous: Reclaim Ambition As A Virtue
Morgan Road Books/Random House, Dec. 2006
Pre-Order Now: www.ambitchous.com/buypage2.html
455 Central Park West, Ste. 22-C, New York, NY 10025
212.868.6860 New York ~ 415.454.1234 San Francisco 
Sign Up for Free amBITCHous Newsletter Brief: 
Tips To Make More Money, Get More Credit, 
Power, and Recogntion Doing Work You Love at: 
http://www.ambitchous.com/



From: Jennifer Cutrone <cutronejc@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  4:32 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy

The off-leash policy is vital to our city's dogs' mental and physical health, while promoting a community of 
caring, responsible dog owners.  I implore you to please maintain and make official the policy to allow 
dogs to exercise off leash during designated times and places in the city parks. 
 
---------------------------------
Want to start your own business? Learn how on  Yahoo! Small Business. 



From: "DiBenedetto, Heather" <Heather.DiBenedetto@rodale.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  4:44 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health Members,

My husband and I have lived and worked in New York City for ten years,
and in March, we became first time dog-owners.  In the past 6 months, as
dog owners, we have seen a side of New York City that we had not
experienced in ten years of living here. For one, we never realized how
safe and enjoyable Central Park is at 7am.  We take our dog to Central
Parl every Saturday and Sunday, with out fail,  to enjoy the early
morning off-leash hours.  The community of dog-owners that we have met
in the park are among the most considerate, pleasant and sociable in New
York.  I will add that they are also among the most respectful and law
abiding, as at 9 am, all leashes go on.  Everyone respects the law, each
other, and the non-dog owners in the park.  

We are fortunate enough to live in a city where there is no shortage of
fabulous restaurants, access to the arts and constant enrichment, and my
husband and I take advantage of it all.  So to say that the early
morning  hours on Saturday and Sunday are our most enjoyable of the week
is a big statement.  It is, however, the truth and we are happier and
healthier for it. 

On behalf of ourselves and the rest of the dog owning community we urge
you to consider all the positive effects that this successful 20 year
off-leash policy has had on our City, and please keep it intact.  

Sincerely,

Heather DiBenedetto   
Account Director
Best Life Magazine 



From: "Yoshimura, Carol" <yoshimura@frick.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  4:58 PM
Subject: Dog Lease Law

To Whom It May Concern:

 

I would like to add another voice in favor of amending Article 161 of
the New York City Health Code. As long as the dogs are allowed off their
leashes between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m., and in specified park areas, I am in
favor of allowing this change to the article. 

 

The city has allowed dogs off their leashes for twenty years with no
great harm to anyone, and to the benefit of safer streets and parks, not
to mention healthier dogs and happier people. 

 

Please consider this a vote in favor of letting the dogs run free...
with the original limitations.

 

Sincerely,

 

Carol Yoshimura

5 East 3rd Street, #5

New York, NY 10003



From: "Heather Walters" <hwalters@poly.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  6:33 PM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05). 

Though I am not a dog owner, I support responsible, well regulated off leash
privileges for dogs in NYC parks for the following reasons, among others:

New York is home to many single people for whom the companionship of a dog
is an important factor in emotional well-being.  A dog needs exercise if it
is to be a gentle, happy, healthy and well adjusted pet.

Off leash privileges attract dog owners to our parks at all hours.  Their
presence helps keep our parks safe for all humans to enjoy.

A dog that is off leash is not the only dog that can bite.  A leashed dog
can bite, too.  The answer to the problem of dog bites lies elsewhere.

Heather Walters

25 Parade Place, Apt. 3-B

Brooklyn, NY 11226-1020



From: <Arthursail@cs.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006  7:35 PM
Subject: Comment to Notice of Intention to Amend NYC Leash Law

Department of Mental Health and Hygiene, 

I strongly oppose dogs off leash except in a fenced in area that is not 
needed by the general public.  Dogs off leash are a risk to all people expecially 
small children, elderly people with fragile bones and handicapped.  Even if the 
dogs do not bite anyone, they deter the general public from using the park.  
Even a boisterous, friendly dog can terrify a small child and knock-over an 
elderly person.  They are also a risk to small dogs on leash, and will deter 
owners of such dogs from using the park.  The dog owners should be happy that 
their dogs are allowed on leash in the park.  They frighten away wildlife, 
urinate and defacate everywhere, disturb the peace and quiet and even on a six foot 
leash command a twelve foot range of nuissance.  I used to own dogs, and they 
were delighted to go for walks on leash.  I was not too lazy to hold the 
leash.  That is enough for them.  This country is of the people, for the people and 
by the people.  Arthur Samodovitz 



From: "Craig, Jacqeline (SBT US)" <jacqueline.craig@siemens.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Just before my move to the Downtown Brooklyn Area of Fort Greene ten years
ago, I was walking through Fort Greene Park and was mugged.  It was about
4:30 in the afternoon. The park was a big influence in my move despite what
happened.  I was pleased that I had someplace to let my dog run. During the
time I've been here I've seen many dog walkers and more people using the
park now.  It used to be barren at night.  Now there are people in the park
after 9:00PM because of the OFF LEASH allowance.  I know Park safety has
greatly improved because of the amount of people that now frequent the park
to let their dogs run.  

Selfishly, I am thinking of my dog, who has dog friends that she plays and
runs with, losing this privilege.  I'm proud to say that I see other dog
owners taking responsibility for their dogs.  Their dogs are licensed, up to
date with shots. Owners pick up after their dogs, leash them when there are
any possible altercations and remove them.  

It's impossible not to realize that there are people that are afraid of dogs
in general, but I don't believe restricting dogs and their owners will
change this.  Considering the amount of dogs  in the city, the amount of dog
related incidents are very low.  The positive benefits that dogs have on
their owners and community socialization that is encouraged is a definite
plus in today's society.  The restrictions limit off leash time to less
popular hours in the parks (before 9:00AM and after 9:00PM). This dog
presence has worked out well for people who travel through the park during
off peak hours, incidences are less likely to happen.

Regretfully, losing the OFF LEASH policy, would be incredibly difficult for
the dog owners of the city.  It would promote problems with dog behavior due
to lack of socialization.  Added stress to owners who would be unable to
meet the exercise needs of their dogs.

I would hope there could be a compromise presented that would allow pet
owners to continue to reap the benefits of letting their pets play.

Thank you.

 

Jacqueline Craig

 



From: "Kim Doan" <kimdoan1@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:30 AM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov

To the New York Health Board,

I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC
parks. We have been a part of the dog community in New York for years and we
find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, the community would not
be the same. The dogs at the 97th street park are generally friendly and
well behaved. There are often infants, children and families very safely
engaged in play with the dogs in the mornings. It is a wonderful time to
socialize both people and dogs. We implore you not to take this very
valuable time which means so much to many people and their families.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and
early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of
thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily
basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely,
Kim Doan, M.D.



From: Lucas Belinkie <lucas.belinkie@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  6:32 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Off leash hours are a very important component of life in New York City for
dog owners.  It is good for dogs, good for dog owners, and good for the city
to allow dogs the chance to run off leash during specified hours.

Before the city considers adding new legislation that will restrict the
freedom of taxpayers and their dogs, it is well advised to enforce the laws
already written with respect to the homeless, many of whom have set up
permanent encampments in Central Park.  Isn't there something terribly
ironic about the idea of the police walking past homeless people who have
turned public benches into their own property as they write tickets for a
tax paying citizen who wants to give his dog a chance to exercise?

The city's priorities are out of line if it chooses to ban off leash hours
while looking past those who loiter and deface public property.

Sincerely,

Lucas Belinkie    



From: <gochfeldlaw@aol.com>
To: <Resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:29 AM
Subject: Article 161 Health Code

  
Robert Gochfeld
Attorney at Law
1312 Ditmas Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11226-6504
Telephone: 917 - 755 - 4686
FAX: 718 - 941 - 8342
 
October 30, 2006
 
Ms. Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
CN-31
125 Worth Street
New York, NY 10013
Telephone: 212-788-5010
FAX: 212-788-4315
E-Mail: RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV 
 
Re: Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Intention to Amend Article 161 of the New York City Health Code
 
To Members of the Board of Health:
 
I write this letter to suggest that the "leash law" be strengthened with the addition of a licensing 
requirement for dog owners.
 
It can be argued that the problem with the behavior of dogs in New York City parks is rooted in the 
irresponsibility of dog owners. Dogs, like cars, are required to be licensed. Dog owners, unlike the drivers 
of cars, are not required to be licensed. Therein lies the problem.
 
No dog should be allowed out in public, on the street or in a park or elsewhere for that matter, unless 
accompanied by and leashed to a duly licensed dog owner or dog walker. No one should be allowed to 
take a dog into a public place unless that individual is licensed to do so. I do not proposed that licensing 
be automatic, but that it require education and testing regarding dog care, dog behavior, dog health, dog 
licensing and vaccination requirements, and owner liability for personal injuries and property damage 
caused by dogs. That may deter some people who shouldn’t have dogs from acquiring them. It may 
cause some owners to be more responsible with their dogs. The possibility of suspension of a license 
might also act as a deterrent to improper management and control of a dog’s behavior. Liability begets 
care.
 
Following the automobile ownership model, perhaps owners should also be required to carry liability 
insurance for potential personal injuries and property damage that might be caused by their dogs. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Gochfeld
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



CC: <yassky@council.nyc.ny.us>, <james@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<deblasio@council.nyc.ny.us>, <mealy@council.nyc.ny.us>, <clarke@council.nyc.ny.us>, 
<quinn@council.nyc.ny.us>, <info@BrooklynCB6.org>, <communityboard7@yahoo.com>, 
<info@communitybrd9bklyn.org>, <bklcb14@optonline.net>, <askmarty@brooklynbp.nyc.gov>, 
<citybirder@earthlink.net>, <fresha2411@aol.com>



From: <SookeyCapote@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  7:39 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary, NYC Board of Health
 
Dear Ms. Bryant--
 
I write in support of the Board of Health's and the Parks  Department's
proposal to codify into law the off-lead hours for dogs in New  York
City parks.  Those off-lead hours, now in effect as a matter  of policy
for 20 years, have proven very effective over time in allowing dogs  such 
good socialization and exercise that the rate of dog-related
anti-social incidents has fallen in this time by 90  percent.
 
Moreover, the parks are much safer with the presence of dogs  at
the very hours of least traffic by other park users.  In turn  the
daily gathering of many dog owners and their dogs in various parts  of
the parks foster community in neighborhoods close to parks, a  sense
of community that transfers to other aspects of public life  in the
city.  
 
As well, the chance to exercise and socialize dogs in city parks  encourages 
more adoption of dogs from the city's shelters and
rescue groups, who otherwise have the sad task of  euthanizing
excess dogs.   Yet the Board of Health's proposal  also encourages
responsible ownership by including vaccination and licensing 
requirements, while in turn, the gathering of dog owners in  the parks
itself uses peer pressure very effectively to encourage scooping  and
good socialization and training of dogs.
 
Thank you for your attention.
 
Roberta Pliner
56 West 85th St., Apt. 2
New York, NY 10024
212-362-4839 
 
 



From: Dog Gone Smart <julie@doggonesmartnyc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:05 AM
Subject: Off-leash parks hours for dogs

To the New York Health Board,

I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the  
NYC parks. We have been a part of the dog community in New York for  
almost five years and we find it to be invaluable. Without these open  
areas, the community would not be the same. The dogs on the East Side  
River are generally friendly and well behaved. There are often  
children and families very safely engaged in play with the dogs in  
the mornings. It is a wonderful time to socialize both people and  
dogs. We implore you not to take away this very valuable time which  
means so much to many people and their families.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public  
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog- 
related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters  
better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have  
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and  
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off- 
leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog  
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a  
sense of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities  
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs  
in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available  
in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and  
exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash  
policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who  
use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again  
when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated  
locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote  
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and  
vaccinated.

I am a dog trainer in Manhattan and rely on off-leash hours for  
clients to exercise their dogs. Please contact me if there is  
anything I can do to help this cause.

Sincerely,

Julie Sontag, CTC, CPDT

--
Julie Sontag, CTC, CPDT
Dog Gone Smart, Inc.
(646) 483-5402
www.DogGoneSmartNYC.com



From: "Schnell, Paul" <pschnell@dreyfussbirke.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:05 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

As a longtime dog owner who frequents NYC parks on a daily basis, please
consider the following points regarding the off leash policy:

o       The 20-year off leash hours policy is a proven and successful
public health policy;  

o       NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs;  

o       Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks
safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early
morning hours;  

o       The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
which fosters a sense of community;  

o       Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people
to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   

o       Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   

o       The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and
non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  

o       The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

Sincerely

Paul Schnell

President

Dreyfuss & Birke Ltd

352 7th Avenue, 10th Floor

New York, NY 10001

212-433-1149 (office)

917-797-2755 (cell)
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From: Dena Light <denalight@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:46 AM
Subject: keep off leash law for dogs in NY

Hello,

I am writing to ask that you keep the off leash laws
in NY.  Off leash laws allow dogs owners to exercise
their dogs in the park. Exercises reduces aggressive
behavior in dogs which helps improve public safety
potential dog bites. Also, socialization of dogs helps
to minimize potential dog fights.

Thanks, 

Dena

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Want to start your own business? Learn how on Yahoo! Small Business 
(http://smallbusiness.yahoo.com) 



From: Dena Light <denalight@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:46 AM
Subject: keep off leash law for dogs in NY

Hello,

I am writing to ask that you keep the off leash laws
in NY.  Off leash laws allow dogs owners to exercise
their dogs in the park. Exercises reduces aggressive
behavior in dogs which helps improve public safety
potential dog bites. Also, socialization of dogs helps
to minimize potential dog fights.

Thanks, 

Dena

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo! Music Unlimited 
(http://music.yahoo.com/unlimited)



From: "Christopher Plescia" <christopherplescia@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  8:54 AM
Subject: Off Leash Hours in NYC Parks

I support this petition because dog owners constitute a significant cohort
in the city population. There have been remakably few incidents as a result
of off the leash dogs in any park. I bring my dog to central park every
morning and have never witnessed an incident involving a dog bite.  Dog
owners have rights as do any citizens. It is not unreasonable to ask that
our generally non-disruptive animals be allowed off the leash durinng
non-peak hours at the park. it is not terribly difficult to avoid the
limited areas where dogs congregate during these hours even if one is afraid
of animals.

Sincerely,
Christopher Plescia



From: <Saartje81@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:14 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To whom it may concern,
Please add my voice to the many wanting to continue a very successful  policy 
of allowing off-leash hours in NYC parks.
 
Over the years, my dogs --- all rescued, adopted, neutered, licensed and  
civilized --- and I have enjoyed walking in Central Park early in the mornings  
before 9 am. My dogs have never been a behavior problem and I ALWAYS clean up  
after them and in fact, I have cleaned up after the occasional strangers'  
dogs.
 
In my experience, most dogs owners are responsible and careful and we  police 
our own. 
 
I remember the bad old days when the Park was all but abandoned and it was  
dogwalkers like me who ventured in and helped keep it safe until the crowds 
came  back. It was then that the offleash courtesy was first extended and it 
seems  wrong to me that it could be withdrawn now.
 
When I walk in the park after 9 am, my dog is leashed. And it seems right  as 
then it's very busy with people. And to me it seems a fair bargain.
 
PLEASE continue this policy by amending the Health code and allowing us  this 
bit of freedom, much appreciated.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Holly Tooker
320 East 81st Street
New York
 



From: <DisNey5590@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:34 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC 
Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and 
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours 
policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to 
the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to 
off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog 
runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get 
socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health 
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and 
vaccinated.



From: Robert Stern <rsternny@mac.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:17 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Members of the NYC Health Board,

 I support the continuation of off-leash rights in the parks throughout the
City of New York. In doing so, I oppose the lawsuit brought against New York
City by the Juniper Park Civic Association intended to abolish ALL off-leash
rights in all New York City Parks.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents
due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and
exercized dogs;  

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  

Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;

The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

It is proven that the Animal/Human bond lowers stress and promotes caring.
As Chairman of Helping Hands Monkey Helpers for the Disabled,
I personally know the value of the animal/human connection.

The few free hours of socialization that the Offleash hours provide,
 is one of the valuable ingredients that makes New York City
 work. 
 Dogs bring a humanity to our magnificent, complex, home called NYC.

PLEASE VOTE TO CONTINUE THE OFFLEASH LAW.

THANK YOU, 

Robert Stern
Chairman
Helping Hands Monkey Helpers for the Disabled



------------------------------------------------------
Robert Stern       
1185 Park Avenue, 6D
New York, NY 10128
Tel: 917-903-0933
e:   BoardChair@monkeyHelpers.org
www.MonkeyHelpers.org
-- 



From: "Anna Johnson" <ajohnson@sportsandfield.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:17 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

It is difficult enough to own a dog in the city; let alone find areas
that are pet-friendly. Please do not make it more difficult for pet
owners in NYV by removing the Off-Leash Policy in Central Park! 

Anna Johnson

 



<div>Hi guys, </div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>I hope you guys will help us out- We love bringing&nbsp;Milo and Kaiya to have off leash time every 
morning until 9am. It's&nbsp;for them to meet and play with other dogs in central park. It's a small area 
and there are usually 10-20 dogs out there running around and having fun. It's a great way for them to 
socialize and exercise. Apparently, there are local organizations of annoying people who want to 
eliminate the off-leash time, making it would illegal to let them off the leash. It's already happened in the 
boroughs around NYC, and it's likely to happen here. It would be terrible&nbsp;if this happened, because 
there are no other areas near us that we can bring them, and they would lose their favorite activity.
</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>Apparently the vote is going to happen on Nov. 1st, and we're out numbered 2:1, so PLEASE 
please help us out by cut-and-pasting the letter I wrote below and emailing it to the 
address<br>&nbsp;</div>
<div>&nbsp;&quot;<a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a>&quot; <a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a><br>&nbsp;
</div>
<div>subject heading should read:</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div><a href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a> 
&lt;<a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a>&gt;<br>&n
bsp;</div>
<div>Thank you all so very very much from me, Chris, Milo and Kaiya</div>
<div><br>---------- Forwarded message ----------<br><span class="gmail_quote">From: <b 
class="gmail_sendername">Vicki Chen</b> &lt;<a 
href="mailto:vmchen01@gmail.com">vmchen01@gmail.com</a>&gt;<br>Date: Oct 29, 2006 10:44 AM
<br>Subject: <a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a> &lt;<a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a>&gt;<br>To: 
&quot;<a href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">
resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a>&quot; &lt;<a 
href="mailto:resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov">resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov</a>&gt;<br><br
>&nbsp;</span></div>
<div>To the New York Health Board,</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC parks. We have been a part 
of the dog community in New York for years and we find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, 
the community would not be the same. The dogs at the 97th street&nbsp;park are generally friendly and 
well behaved. There&nbsp;are often&nbsp;infants, children and families very safely engaged in play with 
the dogs in the mornings.&nbsp;It is a wonderful time&nbsp;to socialize both people and dogs.&nbsp;We 
implore you not to take this very valuable time which means so much to many people and their families.
</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health policy;&nbsp; --NYC is 
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters 
better socialized and exercized dogs;&nbsp; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;&nbsp; --The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;&nbsp; --Access to off-leash recreation 
opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year;&nbsp;&nbsp; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy 
enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks;&nbsp;&nbsp; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners 
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and 



only in certain designated locations;&nbsp; --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote 
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>Sincerely,</div><span class="sg">
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>Vicki Chen, MD</div></span>



From: "Matt Wilson" <enprimeur@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:37 AM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Dear Sir/ Madam,

 

As a responsible dog owner living and working on the Upper East Side, I
would be devastated if dogs were no longer allowed to run off leash in
Central Park. The exercise and freedom is vital to my dog’s physical health
and mental well-being. In all probability if we were unable to exercise her
this way we would finally leave the city for the suburbs, something I would
do very reluctantly as I love living here.

 

In my experience the dogs I encounter in Central Park are well-trained,
socialized and in no way a danger or hindrance to the other people enjoying
the Park. It seems illogical that a few isolated incidents, which arguably
could have happened if owners had accidentally dropped the leash, should
spoil the enjoyment of so many others and the well-being of so many pets in
New York City’s most precious natural resource.

 

Respectfully,

 

Matt Wilson.

-- 
No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.408 / Virus Database: 268.13.17/505 - Release Date: 10/27/2006
 



From: "Chen, Bertha" <Bertha.Chen@FMR.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:45 AM
Subject: resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov -  Strongly Support Off-Leash Hours For Dogs in 
NYC Parks

To the New York Health Board, 
I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the NYC
parks. We have been a part of the dog community in New York for years
and we find it to be invaluable. Without these open areas, the community
would not be the same. The dogs at the 97th street park are generally
friendly and well behaved. There are often infants, children and
families very safely engaged in play with the dogs in the mornings. It
is a wonderful time to socialize both people and dogs. We implore you
not to take this very valuable time which means so much to many people
and their families. 
The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours; --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations; --The proposed Board of Health
amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be
licensed and vaccinated. 
Sincerely, 
Bertha Eng



From: Paula Goldstein <pag2013@med.cornell.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:48 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the   HealthCode

I am writing to support the 20-year off-leash hours policy which is a 
proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash 
hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and excercized 
dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening 
and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the 
parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access 
to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since 
there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated 
areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise 
for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for 
certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am), 
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.

New York City is often described as "dog friendly, a place where dogs 
are socialized, unlike many places in the United States. -- I would 
think we would want to do whatever is necessary to maintain this 
description of our great city.  Thank you. 



From: <Royceadrien@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  9:58 AM
Subject: Retain off-leash hours in NYC Parks

Dear Health Board,

My husband and I are first-time dog owners. We adopted a Anatolian 
Shepherd/Golden Retriever mix from a shelter in March 2006. Our lives have been 
transformed. He has not only brought enormous joy into our lives but has introduced us 
to so many wonderful dog-owners in our community. We feel more a part of NYC 
than ever before.  We walk him three or four times a day. And several days a 
week  in the early morning hours we walk from 22nd St. and 2nd Ave. (where we 
live) to Central Park so that together we can enjoy the beauty of the park and 
the freedom the off-leash-hour policy provides. And because we quickly 
discovered there are also so many others with their dogs at that hour of the morning 
we feel very safe. 

From my research, this 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and 
successful public health policy resulting in an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents since the dogs are given ample opporunity to socialize and get in 
all the running and physical activity that is required not only for the mental 
health of the dogs (but as we can attest to) the mental and physical health of 
of its owners!  From what I understand of the proposed Board of Health 
amendments we would give a big YES vote considering it will not only allow us to 
continue with what works (if it ain't broke, don't fix it!) but will continue to 
promote great accountability and responsibility in dog ownership, as City dogs 
should be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you for reading our email.

Sincerely,
Adrien and Jesus and our dog, Spalding, Diaz 
301 E. 22nd St. 
NYC 10010



From: "D. McCormack" <spirit@mail.telis.org>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:04 AM
Subject: Resolution on Comments @health NYC

To the New York City Health Board,

I am writing to strongly support the off-leash hours for dogs in the 
NYC parks. These areas have been a part of the dog community in New 
York for years and are an invaluable asset to the dog owners who 
reside in NYC. Without these open areas, the community would not be 
the same. The dogs at the 97th Street park are generally friendly and 
well behaved. It is a wonderful time to socialize both people and 
dogs. We implore you not to take this very valuable time which means 
so much to many people and their families.

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy. NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of 
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it 
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs. Dog owners in NYC Parks 
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. The 
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible 
dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community in an urban area. Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize 
thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year. Since there are not 
enough dog runs available in the city, the off-leash policy enables 
dogs to be socialized and exercised in designated areas of City 
parks. The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and 
non dog-owners who use parks, with the designated hours (9 PM to 
closing, and again when parks open until 9 AM), and only in certain 
designated locations. Please consider the benefits to the community 
before making a decision to ban off leash time in the city parks.

Sincerely
Diane Young McCormack



From: "Beidl, Gretchen" <gretchen.beidl@sundancechannel.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:08 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I agree with all the statements in this email from the off leash site.
I love the Park, I donate to the Park, I am responsible with my dog and
this is an extremely important issue to me and many, many others.  It is
vitally important that dogs get exercise in order to ensure their
physical AND mental health.  Please support the Park's biggest
supporters by continuing the off leash policy.  Thank you.

20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public health
policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better
socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have
contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.



From: Nachsin <marie.nachsin@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:14 AM
Subject: Off Leash Proposal comments

Following are my written comments regarding the hearing on Wednesday,
November 1, which I am unable to attend.  I also faxed this document just to
ensure it was received.
Thanks,
Marie Nachsin

October 25, 2006
 
Rena Bryant
Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street CN-31
New York, NY  10013
 
Dear Ms. Bryant, 
 
I am writing to express my support in making the currently allowed off-leash
hours in all NYC Parks a city law. We are currently not dog owners, but were
during the years of 1997-2001, and having the ability to take our dog to the
park and let her run until 9am was a necessity for all of us. As a result,
our dog was more socialized with other people (adults and children) and dogs
as well. This made her a better neighbor in our community of Park Slope,
Brooklyn, and a better housemate for us.
 
Having our dog for over 4 years, until she died suddenly, was a gift to me
and my husband and not only did we spend more time in Prospect Park because
of it, but caring for our dog since she was a few weeks old was great
practice for having children (we have 2 boys currently). If not for having
to wake up at the crack of dawn every morning to take Patsy to the park, we
would have not had the experience of sleep deprivation that we would need
for having children! Since we live close to 5th avenue, we wouldn�t have
taken the time or energy to go that far so early in the morning if not for
the off-leash hours.
 
In addition, all of the time we spent in the park allowed us to become very
familiar with the park grounds and helped to establish a relationship with
the entire park that we treasure and take advantage of every day of our
lives in Brooklyn. The long meadow, the Nethermeade, the parade grounds, the
lake--we would not have had that experience without being able to bring our
dog there every morning and explore for ourselves as she ran around.
 
I strongly believe that the experience of walking to the park, walking
through the park, and being with a canine companion that can run freely for
an hour is a necessity for the mental and physical well being of all
residents in this city, dog owners or not. As I see greater density
throughout the city it is becoming increasingly important, in my opinion,
that we preserve the open space that we have for humans and their canine
companions to be able to run freely for a designated amount of time every
day. How could someone own a dog in this city without having the ability to
take it for a run, off the leash, at least once a week?  You just can�t have



a dog without that option.
 
In conclusion, I would like to add that in the 4-1/2 years that we were
bringing our dog to the park, we never had ONE negative experience, either
with another person or animal. It was truly the opposite and we made friends
with many special people who are still in our lives today. None of that
would have happened if not for the opportunity to bring our dog to the park
and let her run to her heart�s content while we enjoyed meeting and
befriending our neighbors. We hope to have a dog again in the near future
and I look forward to more runs in the park, this time with our two boys
along for the fun--what a great city park experience that will be for all of
us!
 
Thanks for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marie Nachsin
360-A 5th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-965-3963



From: <bschech106@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:23 AM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

  October 30, 2006
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Schechter
1613 East 38th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11234
    
 Members of the NYC Health Board
Department of Health
c/o Ms. Rena Bryant, Secretary to the Board of Health
125 Worth Street,  CN-31
New York, NY  10013
 
Dear Board of Health Members:
 
As part of the public comment period regarding the City’s successful off-leash policy, I am writing to 
express my support for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s proposed amendments to 
Section 161.05 of the Health Code.    
 
These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, and that the public will be provided with information concerning the times when 
and places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in City parks.   
 
The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as for dogs.  I support these 
amendments, which will clarify and continue the City’s off-leash policy.  Here’s why:  
 
Physically and mentally healthy dogs need to be socialized with other dogs and people, throughout their 
lives.  It is in the best interest of the City to have a population of healthy and happy dogs.  Over the past 
thirty years, in my memory, our dogs have had the thankful opportunity to gain these experiences in our 
City parks.  This occurs in no small part through the responsible eye of our City’s dog owners, who 
understand their duty to their dogs and the citizens of our majestic City.  We, as dog owners, love our 
parks and treat them accordingly.  We pick up after not only our own dogs, but others.  Please help us to 
continue this privilege which is so necessary to our quality of lives.
--please disregard my previous e-mail sent from an incorrect e-mail address.--
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara Schechter
________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL.  Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.



From: "Ashley Wilson" <ashleydwilson@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:24 AM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

 To Whom It May Concern:

 

As a loving and responsible dog owner on the Upper East Side I would be
devastated if my dog Roxy were no longer able to exercise in the park. Her
hour of running in the morning off lash has been integral to not only her
physical development but her social development too. Her being able to run
in the rain, dig in the snow, and chase sticks in the park are what make it
possible for my husband and I to remain living and working in the city. We
do not want to have to leave the city.

 

Many of the dogs who live in the city have such limited access to exercise
and to remove a main source would be cruel and unusual punishment to these
animals (family members) who can not speak for themselves. When we first got
Roxy we used to take her to the enclosed parks around the city, they were a
clean as could be expected but they were still dirty, smelly, and the
enclosed space made many dogs overly aggressive. The dogs I encounter in the
park are well behaved and enjoy being outside in the fresh air. Please do
not take away this necessary and humane resource.

 

Respectfully,

 

Ashley Wilson 

 



From: "Michelle Knudsen" <mknudsen@gershny.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:29 AM
Subject: In Defense of Off Leash Rights

I write in defense of the canine off-leash privilege as it currently
exists, hoping that this privilege will not be repealed.  In my
experience pet owners are very respectful of the laws and enjoy taking
advantage of the few hours to allow our pets to "socialize freely."   I
have never witnessed any dangerous occurrence in all of my years walking
my dog through central park.  The park has always been not only for the
enjoyment of the persons that live around it, but also our pets.  City
pets are confined enough as it is, though I know this is not your
concern, but it affects us all.  

 

Michelle Knudsen

Assistant to Sarah Self

The Gersh Agency

212.634.8124

 



From: <Nanlest@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:33 AM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH:  AMENT SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Please continue to allow our wonderful pets to socialize and exercise off 
leash from 9pm to 9am.  It so improves the quality of life for them and their 
owners, as well.  In 12 years of owning labrador retrievers, I have NEVER had a 
negative experience.  Early mornings in the the parks are one the truly special 
things about living in New York.

Nancy Lester Elitzer
505 West End Ave  9A
NY, NY 10024



From: Julie Cho <juliecho30@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:35 AM
Subject: Keep Off-Leash Hours for our Dogs!!!!

To Whom It May Concern:
   
  I am very alarmed by the threats to end off-leash hours organized by 
people in Queens who probably have no dogs and are are likely ignorant 
and misinformed.  During the off-leash hours, there are very people in 
the park without dogs.  The people who do venture out on those early 
mornings, do not seem bothered by the dogs and vice versa.
   
  Also, please understand that these dogs are often left alone all day 
in small New York apartments (most likely without company).  Their time 
in the park is usually their only opportunity to stretch their legs and 
get vigorous exercise.  How would you like it if you were left alone in 
an apartment all day and then not allowed to run around, socialize, and 
enjoy yourself once a day?  And if you've watched Cesar Millan, the Dog 
Whisperer from the National Geographic Channel (162), you'd know that 
the most important thing for a well-behaved dog is EXERCISE!!!   
Creatures, canines and humans alike, will have pent-up energy and act-out if 
not allowed to sufficient physical stimulation. 
   
  Please don't take this necessary privilege away from the dogs because 
of random and abberant incidents.
   
  Sincerely,
  Julie Cho

 
---------------------------------
We have the perfect Group for you. Check out the handy changes to Yahoo! Groups.



From: <Lesterbrok@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:37 AM
Subject: off leash

PLEASE allow dogs to be offleash from 9 P.M. to 9 A.M.

Michael Elitzer
505 West End Ave., 9A
New York, NY  10024



From: <Lesterbrok@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:38 AM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH: AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

Please allow dogs off leash in the parks from 9PM to 9 AM
Michael Elitzer
505 West End Ave., 9A    
New York, NY  10024



From: <Lisilab@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Please do not take away my dog's freedom to excercise and socialize. He is a 
fantastic dog who is well behaved and would miss his time off the leash 
tremendously.  --The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful 
public health policy; --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized 
and exercized dogs; --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the 
parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early 
morning hours; --The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of 
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which 
fosters a sense of community; --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities 
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each 
year; --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash 
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
City parks; -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and 
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations; 
--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as 
City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Daniel English" <englishdaniel@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:45 AM
Subject: off leash dog hours

I live and work on the upper east side and utilize the off leash dog hours
nearly every day. the people i know who come to the park with their dogs
during these hours are always responsible and courteous with their animals.
it would be a shame if we could not do this anymore as there are two few
dedicated dog runs in the city and the ones that exist are two small. please
save the off leash dog hours.
sincerly,
daniel english

-- 
Daniel English
Research Coordinator
The Mount Sinai School of Medicine
(212)-659-8895



From: "Edith Dicconson" <edicconson@chineseporcelainco.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:51 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: William Chirico <wchirico@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:00 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Commissioner:

I am writing to you in support of the Off-Leash
Policy.

The off-leash opportunities in the City are a great
benefit to all New Yorkers, including dog owners.  

They improve the health of the dogs by providing time
and space to exercise and socialize.  

Furthermore, Health Department data show that dog
bites have dropped by 90% since the Off-Leash Policy
was adopted.

Off-Leash Policy also contributes to the lower crime
rate in the city parks, because it draws more people
into the parks during early morning and late evening
hours.

The Policy helps to make our parks a happy and playful
environment where children, parents, friends, and dogs
can enjoy life.

Please maintain and strengthen the Off-Leash Policy.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

William J. Chirico
1230 Park Ave., Apt. 7C
New York, NY  10128 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Low, Low, Low Rates! Check out Yahoo! Messenger's cheap PC-to-Phone call rates 
(http://voice.yahoo.com)



From: "O'Connor, Suzanne M." <SOConnor@cahill.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:05 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Dear Board of Health Members:

I am a resident of the Upper West Side and a dog owner who uses Central Park and Riverside Park on a 
daily basis.  As part of the public comment period regarding the City's successful off-leash policy, I am 
writing to express my support for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments 
to section 161.05 of the Health Code.

These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Regulation to adopt rules 
providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and present proof regarding licensing and 
vaccination information, and that the public will be provided with information concerning the times when 
and places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in the City parks.

The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well as for dogs.  I support these 
amendments, which will clarify and continue the City's off-leash policy, for the following reasons.

First, the off-leash hours policy promotes a stronger and safer community for those living near the parks.  
The off-leash policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks 
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community.  This sense of community would otherwise be 
lacking in New York, where people often do not know their neighbors or feel such a community bond.  In 
addition, dog owners in NYC parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  As a woman living in the city, I know how 
important it is to keep the city as safe as possible at all hours of the day.  

Second, access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  My fiancé and I did just that this year, when we adopted a dog at 
the ASPCA.  We may not have been able to keep a dog in the City were it not for the exercise 
opportunities at nearby Central Park.  But having the park nearby made it feasible, and we were able to 
take in a dog from the shelter.  Also, since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the 
off-leash policy enables our dog and other dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of 
the park.  We have had no problems with our dog off the leash.  

Thank you for your consideration of this important topic.  

Sincerely,

Suzanne M. O'Connor, Esq.
_____________________
Suzanne M. O'Connor
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
80 Pine Street 
New York, N.Y.  10005
Tel:  (212) 701-3264
Fax: (212) 378-2604

The information contained in this e-mail message may be privileged and confidential information and is 
intended only for the use of the individual and/or entity identified in the alias address of this message.  If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible to deliver it 



to the intended recipient, you are hereby requested not to distribute or copy this communication. If you 
have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone or return e-mail and 
delete the original message from your system.  Thank you.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

IRS Circular 230 disclosure:  To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform 
you that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not 
intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the 
Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or 
matter addressed herein.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



From: "McCann, Mary" <MMcCann@cahill.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:26 AM
Subject: FW: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

> Dear Board of Health Members:
> 
> I am a resident of the Upper West Side.  As part of the public comment
> period regarding the City's successful off-leash policy, I am writing
> to express my support for the Department of Health and Mental
> Hygiene's proposed amendments to section 161.05 of the Health Code.
> 
> These proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and
> Regulation to adopt rules providing that owners of dogs off the leash
> maintain and present proof regarding licensing and vaccination
> information, and that the public will be provided with information
> concerning the times when and places where dogs will be allowed off
> the leash in the City parks.
> 
> The off-leash policy is a good public health policy for people as well
> as for dogs.  I support these amendments, which will clarify and
> continue the City's off-leash policy, for the following reasons.
> 
> First, the off-leash policy brings hundreds of thousands of
> responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,
> which fosters a sense of community.  In addition, dog owners in NYC
> parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
> present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours.  
> 
> Second, the off-leash policy provides a reasonable balance among all
> park users since it is only during limited times and in designated
> areas.
> 
> Finally, New York City has better socialized dogs because of off-leash
> opportunities.  Better socialized dogs have resulted in a historic low
> rate of dog bites.    
> 
> Thank you for your consideration of this important policy.  
> 
> 
> Sincerely,

Mary McCann

The information contained in this e-mail message may be privileged and confidential information and is 
intended only for the use of the individual and/or entity identified in the alias address of this message.  If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible to deliver it 
to the intended recipient, you are hereby requested not to distribute or copy this communication. If you 
have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone or return e-mail and 
delete the original message from your system.  Thank you.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



From: Deborah Orr <deborr@230publicity.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 11:40 AM
Subject: In Support of Amendments to Section 161.05

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of off-leash hours for dogs. My family has 
only owned a dog for a few months, but I have been running regularly 
in Prospect Park for nearly 10 years, and seeing the dogs and their 
owners in the park has always made me feel safer.

Running in the park on cold winter mornings, I sometimes will only 
see a couple of other runners, which makes me especially glad for the 
dogs going into and out of the park.

In my 10 years of running, I have never once had a dog approach me 
aggressively during off-leash hours or seen it happen to anyone else. 
I am 100% for enforcement of park rules, for dogs and everybody else, 
but as far as groups of park users go, the dog owners are definitely 
more self-policing than others, and while there are certainly 
scofflaw dog owners, I rarely see them during off-leash hours, when 
other dog owners are more likely to yell at them.

I have seen a higher percentage of irresponsible/dangerous behavior 
from bicyclists in the park, more litter left behind by weekend 
barbecues, and more lawn damage by the soccer and volleyball players. 
No one has proposed a wholesale ban of any of these groups from the 
park, nor should they.

I honestly wonder how many of those who are trying to ban off-leash 
before 9am actually use the park that early - during much of the 
year, there are so few non-dog-owning people in the offleash/meadow 
areas of the park that without the dog people there, I would think 
twice about leaving the main drive.

I sincerely hope that off-leash hours are maintained, for the benefit 
of the dogs and the safety of others who use the park during 
off-hours.

Thank you.

Deborah Orr
422 5th St., Brooklyn NY 11215

-- 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+

// Deborah Orr / 2:30 Publicity / 718-499-0418 /422 5th St., 
Brooklyn NY 11215//

for photos/bios on all 230 bands, go to: http://www.230publicity.com



From: sbkr <sbkr@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:10 PM
Subject: YES to offleash hours in NYC Parks

Dear Ms. Bryant:

As a citizen of and voter in New York City, I am writing to support  
article 161 putting the decision regarding off leash rights for dogs  
in New York City parks in the hands of the Parks Commissioner.

I feel quite strongly about this matter and hope that it will succeed.

Sincerely yours,

Shane Baker
117 East 60th Street, #4F
New York, NY  10022



From: Eduardo Galeano <Eduardo.Galeano@mssm.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>, <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:18 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Policy - Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Hello,
 I am a dog owner in New York city and it is important for the health of our dogs that they are allowed to 
socialize and exercise with other dogs. As the current off leash hours stand they have not only been 
helpful for dog owners but they have also decreased the number of dog related incidents in the city. 
Please do not eliminate the off-leash hours, thank you.

Eduardo Galeano



From: "Jodi McKee" <jodimckee@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:23 PM
Subject: Section 161.05

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to support amending Section 161.05 of the health code in favor
of letting dogs run off leash from 9pm to 9am.

In a city known in a large way for its small spaces, dogs running off leash
is an extremely necessary part of every dog owners experience.  It
encourages a general communal atmosphere that actually helps reduce crime.

Allowing dogs to run off leash has been a vital part of every dog owners
life for almost twenty years.  It is good for the dogs and it is good for
the neighborhood.  Passing any amendment that changes that would only
reinforce an already unnecessarily fearful view of dogs, while isolating a
large part of this city without good cause.

Please amend section 161.05 of the health code to allow dogs off leash for
from 9 pm to 9 am.

Sincerely,

Jodi McKee
850 Amsterdam Avenue #3-C
New York, NY  10025



From: "allison powell" <allisonmpowell@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:23 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public 
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related 
incidents due to the offleash hours policy, since it fosters better 
socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed 
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in the late 
evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash hours policy brings 
hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks 
on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  --Access to off-leash 
recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands 
of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs 
available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized 
and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy 
is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's 
only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 
9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of 
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be 
licensed and vaccinated, as well as the fact that many dog owners are more 
responsible park-goers than non-dog owners, i.e., cleaning up after 
themselves.

Thank you for your attention.

_________________________________________________________________
Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces 
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi
.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mkt=en-us



From: Randy Ruzi <rruzi@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:17 PM
Subject: AMEND ARTICLE 161 OF NYC HEALTH CODE

There are many dog lovers and dog owners in NYC, many of whom live in small apartments.  Allowing off 
leash policy helps dogs stay healthy and happy, they can run freely, in open space, giving them a way to 
release the energy they store sitting confined in these small apartments, much the same way we as 
people do. This also keeps dog owners active which is good exercise and therefore makes for a healthier 
city.  In fact, it encourages dog walkers and therefore creates jobs for dog walkers who walk up to 10 
dogs at a time. 
   
  Please keep our dogs and dog owners happy and healthy.
   
  Sincerely,
   
   
  Randy J. Matmon
  230 East 44th Street, #10-G
  New York, NY 10017
  rruzi@yahoo.com
   

 
---------------------------------
Low, Low, Low Rates! Check out Yahoo! Messenger's cheap  PC-to-Phone call rates.



From: "Vanessa Lennon" <vanessa.lennon@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:24 PM
Subject: off the leash policy

To Whom It May Conern,

Please consider keeping the off the leash dog policy in effect.  Every
morning we take our dog to Central Park and meet with many other dog
owners.   I have never experienced a problem at the park with a dog
hurting a person.  In the city there is no place for the dogs to go
except for the park.  Please do not take this away from them.   In
order to have a healthy and happy dog they need to be able to get the
proper excersise and letting them run off the leash is really the only
way to give them that.  I understand that there was an isolated
incident where someone was endangered.  Please understand that this is
an isolated incident and that all dogs and owners should not be
punished.  This incident could have easily also  happened on a street
corner with any aggressive dog.

Thank You for Your time

Sincerely,

Vanessa Lennon



From: <Nr1nr@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 12:30 PM
Subject: SAY YES TO OFFLEASH:AMEND SECTION 161.05 OF THE HEALTH CODE

I am writing to request the Off Hour Leash Policy be extended permanently.  
Dog ownership in NYC is at an alltime high, reflecting the public's importance  
of pets in their daily lives. In order to properly take care of dogs, 
excercise  is critical and the parks offer the one venue in NYC to safely accomplish 
this  goal. In addition, the hours when this policy is in effect do not 
conflict with  more usual use of the park during the day. If we can't excercise our 
pets  properly, many of us will have no recourse but to leave town.
 
Neil Ralph
295 Central Park West
New York, NY10024

CC: <Buddabella@aol.com>



From: Marc Allan <marc@FireflyDes.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  1:25 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Please Consider the Following:

--The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  

--NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to
the off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs;  

--Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;

--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  

--Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt
and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;

--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;  

-- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non
dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and
again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;

--The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.

As a dog owner, the dog run available just isn't suitable for my dog, and
others as well. The materials used in the run are not comfortable for my dog
to run and play with others. The tiny rocks get caught between the pads of
her paws and she does not benefit at all.

With the leash laws, I would comfortably be able to allow my pet the freedom
to run and play with other dogs in the neighborhood, and help keep the park
and nicer and friendlier place.

Thank you for your time,

Marc Allan Toslu
261 Seaman Ave f9
NY, NY 10034 



From: "Birgit Holm" <birgit@canardinc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  1:26 PM
Subject: Please keep off-leash hours policy

Birgit Holm
Canard, Inc
503 West 43 Street
New York, NY 10036

Phone 212.947.2480.
Fax      212.947.2657.

Email    birgit@canardinc.com



From: "Lisa Kampf" <lisa.kampf@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:00 PM
Subject: no leash law

To whom it may concern,

I wanted to voice my strong opinion that the "no leash" policy should
not be outlawed in New York City. i am a new dog owner and I will have
to admit that before I owned a dog, I did not even know that this
existed. I did however, notice that dogs in New York city are the most
pleasant and social dogs i have encountered anywhere. I believe that
one of the reasons is because they are allowed to easily socialize
with other dogs and people especially in Central Park. New York has
always been a dog friendly city, more than most other cities and
because of this people are comfortable with purchasing a dog knowing
that the dog will be able to get the proper excercise and
socialization it needs to keep it healthy.

I have been going to Central Park in the morning for almost two years
now and I have never encountered any unhealthy or unsafe situations
for anyone. The dog owners are a tough crowd and keep other owners in
line. Believe me, if your dog is not behaving in a proper way, your
are told about it.

All of us live together on this island and to do so order must be kept
and rules must be followed however everyone must be allowed to enjoy
themselves too, we can't make too many rules govering who can play
where and do what.

If you require any additional information, i can be reached during the
day at 212-908-0770.

Sincerely
Lisa Kampf



From: Nancy Field <blakdog56@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:13 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the members of the NYC Health Board:

As a long-time resident of Manhattan and user of Central Park, and a  
professional dog trainer as well as pet dog owner, I urge you to pass  
the proposed amendment to the New York City Health Code regarding off- 
leash hours in the parks. The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a  
proven and successful public health policy.

The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of  
responsible dog owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis,  
which fosters a sense of community. The groups of dog owners who  
gather in Central Park in the mornings and evenings to exercise and  
socialize their pets are conscientious citizens who respect park  
property by carefully monitoring their dogs at all times, cleaning up  
after their dogs, and confining their activities to specific areas  
where there is little conflict with other park users.  NYC is  
enjoying an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the  
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and  
exercized dogs. In addition, dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed  
to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and vigilant in  
the late evening and early morning hours. The proposed Board of  
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as they will  
give people incentive to license and vaccinate their dogs.

The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog- 
owners who use parks, as it's only for certain hours, and only in  
certain designated locations. The 9:00 PM to 9:00 AM schedule is fair  
and reasonable during the warm weather, when Central Park is crowded  
well into the evening. However, during the winter months (easily  
defined by the switch from Daylight Saving Time), a more reasonable  
schedule would be 6:00 PM to 9:00 AM; in the winter, it's dark by  
6:00 and the park empties out. The presence of dog owner groups  
between 6:00 and 9:00 would actually make the park safer for others  
who would like to get in an evening run in the park after work year- 
round.

For those who fear that off-leash dogs may be aggressive or out of  
control, I propose an additional requirement that, in order to take  
advantage of the off-leash hours, dog owners must provide proof of  
their dog's temperament and training. The American Kennel Club (AKC)  
has a program in place called "Canine Good Citizen" or CGC.  It is a  
standardized test, administered by qualified evaluators, which is  
already offered at many locations throughout the City, including at  
"pet fairs" in the parks. In order to pass the test, the dog must sit  
and lie down on command, come when called, politely greet a friendly  
stranger and a neutral dog, be handled and groomed by the evaluator,  
and walk through a distracting crowd without over-reacting. Mixed- 
breed dogs must be spayed or neutered. Upon passing the test the  
owner receives a certificate from AKC and may request a special tag  
for the dog's collar. This tag could be required, along with a City  
license and rabies tag, to be affixed to the collar of all off-leash  



dogs.  It would require no additional expense for the City, as  
training and testing would be the responsibility of the individual  
dog owner.  I'm confident that the many dog training schools in NYC  
would be happy to support and administer the program, as it would be  
a boon their business by increasing the demand for training.

Thank you for considering this important amendment to the New York  
City Health Code.

Sincerely,

Nancy Field



From: <BMello5927@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:17 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am writing to support off-leash hours in the parks because it has brought 
many good things to my life and to my neighborhood which borders on Prospect 
Park. 

Good things happen when communities of people can gather for peaceful 
recreation in cities. Dog owners who use the off-leash hours socialize their pets and 
these dogs, who are more comfortable around people and other dogs are safer, 
better and less aggressive members of our neighborhood. People who regularly 
use the off lease hours in the park recognize each other, develop friendships 
and put peer pressure on other dog owners to discipline their dogs. Their 
presence during the early morning and late evening hours makes it safer for other 
people to use the park at times when it otherwise might be too deserted. 

Off-leash regulations that have been used for the past 20 years are a good 
alternative for city dwellers without private yards. The owners and their dogs 
get exercise in designated areas of the park without disturbing joggers and 
bicyclists, and stay out of playgrounds. The limited hours require the dogs to be 
back on leash during the time when most school groups and individuals come to 
the park for recreation activities.

The Off-leash policy represents the best of city living and should be 
extended indefinitely.

Belinda Mello



From: "J Fett" <jmfett@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:33 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please consider the Amendment to Section 161.05 of the Health Code allowing
the 20-year off-leash hours policy to continue in the NYC Parks. For many
years, the dog community has been using the Parks daily in good weather and
bad - in rain, snow, sleet, and darkness. While the Parks are a destination
for New Yorkers and visitors during the busy daytime hours, the dog
community uses the off-leash policy in those hours of the late evening and
early morning when people are otherwise occupied. Being familiar with the
Park adds a level of safety because the responsible owners are vigilant
while attending to their animals (and themselves). In a time when we have
come to recognize the therapeutic value of interaction between humans and
animals, please elect to continue this proven and successful program.

Thank you for your consideration on behalf of responsible dog owners in NYC.

Janice Fett



From: "Flynn, Bryan" <Bryan.Flynn@bbdo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:44 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

My dog would go crazy if she couldn't run around in the morning.  Plus dog
owners are the only ones that pay for themselves.  Joggers, bicyclists,
frisbee throwers, they don't have to have a license.
Thanks,
Bryan Flynn

This message and any attachments contain information, which may be confidential or privileged.  If you 
are not the intended recipient, please refrain from any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this 
information.  Please be aware that such actions are prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in 
error, kindly notify us by e-mail to helpdesk@bbdo.com. We appreciate your cooperation.



From: andrea <mellerfeller@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  2:53 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am emailing my support to amend section 161.05 of the NYC Health Code.

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Want to start your own business? Learn how on Yahoo! Small Business 
(http://smallbusiness.yahoo.com) 



From: <Lwframe@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:32 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To the Health Board of the City of New York:

I am writing to support continuing the Offleash Hours policy now in effect.  
The current policy brings many dog owners and their dogs to Central Park each 
morning, fostering a sense of community that I could not have imagined 
existed.  Not only to the dogs benefit from the exercise but so do we who walk them.  
Obesity seems to be a growing public health problem, one that will take more 
than a few dog walks to correct, but daily walks benefit dog owners as well as 
the dogs, at absolutely no cost.  
The existing off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non 
dog-owners who use parks. I am most familiar with the Great Lawn area of Central 
Park.  As the Great Lawn doesn't open til later(and dogs on or off leash are 
not allowed) dogs off leash early in the morning do not in anyway interfere 
with other people's use of the park, and in fact, give an additional sense of 
safety to people walking through the park in the early hours.  

Respectfully submitted, Lucinda W. Frame



From: "Michael Garvey" <michael.garvey.vet@gmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:03 PM
Subject: Preserving Off-leash Hours for dogs in Central Park

As a new York City Veterinarian, I am very much in favor of preserving
Off-leash Hours for dogs in Central Park.

I believe that pet animals are important for the mental and physical well
being of New York's citizens.  This city is very stressful for all of its
inhabitants.  We live in small units, walk and drive on crowded streets, put
up with constant noise, and work very hard.  For many New Yorkers, a pet is
the major connection to the good things in this world.  For many, the only
smiling face they see at the end of a stressful day also comes with a
wagging tail.  Numerous studies have demonstrated the positive health
benefits to humans.  Interacting with pets lowers our blood pressures.  Pets
can make the biggest difference in preventing the depression that results
from loneliness and isolation.  Caring for pets brings out the humanity in
people and can be very helpful in teaching children to become responsible
adults.  Pets give us a reason to get out of bed when we are recovering from
illness or surgery, and dogs increase the amount of exercise we get.  I have
spent over thirty years as a professional observing the intricate bond that
develops between animals and people.  I believe there is no doubt about the
value of these creatures to our lives.

But what about our responsibility to dogs?  They are also stressed by life
in the city.  The noise, the congestion, and the crowding also affect them.
We see some diseases in dogs in New York that are only seen in dogs in this
and other large cities.  I, and many others, believe that some of these
problems arise directly from stress.  Dogs need recreation as much as people
do.  They need to walk, to run, to play.  But most have no back yard and few
opportunities to run.  Some neighborhoods now have dog runs, but these are
not accessible to all dogs.  Opening Central Park, at off-peak hours, to
dogs off leashes has been a very successful program for 20 years.  It not
only allows the recreation that dogs need, but it puts people and animals in
the park when it normally would be deserted and potentially dangerous.
There is no doubt in my mind that keeping the park active prevents crime.
In addition, recreation and lowered stress also makes for better canine
citizens.  The dogs are less stressed and less likely to bite.  They
socialize with other people and animals, and that reduces their aggression.

This program is nothing but win-win for all New Yorkers.  Even those
citizens who are not pet owners or pet lovers benefit from having better
canine citizens in the city.  I therefore urge you to continue this
beneficial program.  It is one small amenity that helps prevent New York
City from becoming a concrete jungle.

-- 
Michael S. Garvey, DVM
Diplomate, ACVIM (Internal Medicine)
Diplomate, ACVECC (Critical Care)



From: <CRSRipley@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:31 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your  email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours 
policy is a proven and  successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an 
historically low  rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours 
policy, since it  fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners in 
NYC Parks  have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present 
and vigilant  in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash 
hours policy  brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and their 
dogs to the  parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of community;  
--Access to  off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and 
socialize  thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   --Since there are not  
enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash policy enables dogs to 
get  socialized and exercised in designated areas of City parks;   -- The  
off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use  
parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open 
 until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board  
of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should 
be  licensed and vaccinated.  



From: "Awe, Alyssa" <Alyssa.Awe@viacom.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:40 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The 20-year off-leash hours policy is a proven and successful public
health policy;  --NYC is enjoying an historically low rate of
dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours policy, since it
fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --Dog owners in NYC Parks
have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The off-leash
hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog owners and
their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense of
community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each
year;   --Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the
off-leash policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in
designated areas of City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great
compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only
for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when parks open until 9am),
and only in certain designated locations;  --The proposed Board of
Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should
be licensed and vaccinated.

Thank you,

Alyssa Awe
311 Lincoln Place 5B
Brooklyn, NY 11238

This email (including any attachments) is for its intended-recipient's
use only. This email may contain information that is confidential or
privileged.  If you received this email in error, please immediately
advise the sender by replying to this email and then delete this message
from your system.  For further information and disclaimers that apply to
this email, see [http://www.viacom.com/email_disclaimer.jhtml].



From: Daya <ddsunflower108@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:42 PM
Subject: N. Y. C. Off Leash Policy

October 30, 2006
   
  Gentlemen:
   
  I urge you not to withdraw  the off leash policy which has been very succes-
  ful for some twenty years.  
   
  Dogs and people need exercise to stay healthy.  Either provide dog runs
  in all the parks, or let us continue to enjoy  our early morning exercise in
  our beautiful parks.
   
  Thank you,
   
  Very truely yours,
  Daya Nadison
   
   

-----------------------------------------------------
"You must be the change you wish to see in the world"
--Mahatma Gandhi



From: Daya <ddsunflower108@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:42 PM
Subject: N. Y. C. Off Leash Policy

October 30, 2006
   
  Gentlemen:
   
  I urge you not to withdraw  the off leash policy which has been very succes-
  ful for some twenty years.  
   
  Dogs and people need exercise to stay healthy.  Either provide dog runs
  in all the parks, or let us continue to enjoy  our early morning exercise in
  our beautiful parks.
   
  Thank you,
   
  Very truely yours,
  Daya Nadison
   
   

-----------------------------------------------------
"You must be the change you wish to see in the world"
--Mahatma Gandhi



From: <DSGH@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  3:52 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the Health Code

Dear Sirs:
A majority of dog owners in New York City have contributed to keeping the 
parks safe and we have been very good at adhering to the off-leash hours policy. 
This policy helps promote community among New Yorkers.

Please help us keep the off-leash hours policy in NY City Parks.

Donna Stephenson



From: Jill Schwartz <jill@doneonline.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:01 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised dogs;  --

Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
they are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;
--The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Kevin Hervas" <khervas@duke.poly.edu>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:03 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Please keep NYC a dog-friendly city.

We are enjoying a historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the
off-leash hours policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercised
dogs; 

Thank you.

K. Hervas



From: Rebecca Cleman <rebeccacleman@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:04 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please ammend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to urge you to continue the off-leash hours policy for city dog owners.  In its 20 year history 
this policy has fostered a loyal community of responsible dog owners.  As the population of the city rises, 
so will the animal population.  Keeping a working policy, that engenders a responsible attitude towards 
dog ownership, seems more dire now than ever.  Agressive behavior in dogs is the result of 
unsatisfactory living conditions, lack of exercise, poor treatment, and neglect.  The New Yorkers who 
bring their pets to the city parks on weekend mornings are the most devoted and conscientious of city pet 
owners; to deny them this outlet and meeting point would seriously compromise the best defense against 
agressive dog incidents - a strong community of responsible dog owners.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Cleman
Queens, NY



From: Lisa Gewirtz <lgewirtz@thedeal.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006  4:08 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Suggested topics to discuss in your email:   --The 20-year off-leash hours
policy is a proven and successful public health policy;  --NYC is enjoying
an historically low rate of dog-related incidents due to the off-leash hours
policy, since it fosters better socialized and exercized dogs;  --Dog owners
in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since they are
present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours;  --The
off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community;  --Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages
people to adopt and socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;
--Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;   -- The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners
and non dog-owners who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to
closing, and again when parks open until 9am), and only in certain
designated locations;  --The proposed Board of Health amendments promote
responsible dog ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.



From: "Ms WENDY FEUER" <wendy.feuer@verizon.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 30, 2006 10:35 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I am a mother and dog owner. I put them together because having a dog has
been an important part of my daughter's upbringing. Perhaps owning a dog is
a luxury - especially in the City, but with children (especially only
children), it is a necessary luxury. Our dog is her companion and friend
(when she is angry at her parents). Dogs are wonderful for the elderly as
well. However, not all dogs are complacent and sleep all day. Especially
when they are young, like children, they are rambunctious. They need to run.
Allowing dogs to run in parks from 9 at night to 9 in the morning - is a
wonderful compromise position. Dog owners are so grateful for this amount of
time - most respect the rules and if they don't, they pay. All of this is
right and fair. Would we want a City without man's best friend? I think not.
So if that is the answer then we must provide places where dogs can run -
even for short amounts of time.

 

Please keep the rule that has worked so well in place. 

 

Wendy Feuer

234 Bergen Street

Brooklyn, NY 11217



From: Jan Werner <jooparilla@earthlink.net>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  7:59 AM

I'm a New York City resident who's strongly in favor of amending the 
resolution to amend Article 161 of the city Health Code in favor of the 
long-standing practice of allowing dogs to be unleashed in city parks 
during late hours. This practice benefits all New Yorkers by making the 
parks safer. If there are problems with irresponsible owners who don't 
pick up their dogs' waste or control violent dogs, then increase 
enforcement efforts against these violations of current law.

Thank you very much.

Jan Werner
273 E. 7th Street, PH Apt.
New York, NY 10009
212-254-7345



From: <Newsweeq@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  7:28 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

The long standing off leash policy in New York has been of proven benefit  to 
the citizens on many levels, and should be safe-guarded with passing this  
amendment to the Health Code.  The incidence of dog bites in NY has dropped  
significantly over the years, and it has been proven that this is in large part  
due to the increase in socialization that the off leash hours afford.   There 
have been enormous quality of life benefits to the citizens of New York as  
well, in the sense of community and camaraderie that sharing off leash time has  
provided to thousands of New Yorkers.  The off leash hours have also  
provided a safety factor that have made usage of the park in the evening and  early 
morning far safer, and there have been, in fact, instances of dogs  stopping 
predators from attaching and robbing people walking through the  park.
 
The number of responsible dog owners is huge, and we should be allowed to  
continue the off leash use of the parks, as without it, dog ownership in New  
York will become too difficult for many people, and  there would be  isolation 
of many people whose only outlet for socialization is this time in the  park.  
 
Gail Lustig
60 W. 66th St.
New York, NY 10023



From: Tim Foster <tim@shakespeare-nyc.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Nov 2, 2006  5:21 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

To Whom It may Concern:

I'm writing to tell you that I stongly support the continuation of off 
leash dog hours in New York City Parks. My dog Dora and I visit Prospect 
Park in Brooklyn every morning. Asside from being a Canine Good Citizen and 
a Certified Therapy Dog, Dora is about 50 pounds, and like most medium 
sized dogs, she needs a good amount of exercise to stay healthy and happy. 
We spend a good hour or more each day walking in the park. Along with the 
hundreds of other dogs and owners, we use the park in an otherwise under 
utilized time of day, making the park safer for non-dog owners as well. We 
clean up after ourselves, and help police others to do the same. In fact, 
we often pick up trash as it can be a hazard to our dogs' feet. Dog owners 
make good custodians of our parks. Well exercised and well socialized dogs 
makes for happier better behaved dogs outside of the park as well. The bulk 
of the dogs we meet in the park are rescues from shelters. As only certain 
hours are being designated as off leash hours, there are plenty of other 
more desireable hours available to those who wish to use the park without 
the presence of dogs. In the three years I've been taking Dora to Prospect 
Park, I've never seen any kind of major conflict with other park users, and 
plenty of people come by who like dogs, just to say hello.

I hope you will allow the off leash hours to continue, for Dora's sake, and 
for the sake of all th eother dogs in New York City. For 20 years, this 
policy has been in place, and it's proven to be a success.

Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,

Tim Foster

Tim Foster
Shakespeare & Co. - Gramercy
137 East 23rd St.
New York, NY 10010
212-505-2036
tim@shakespeare-nyc.com



From: "<<<Susie DeFord>>>" <susandeford@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Nov 2, 2006 11:06 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165



From: "Lawrence G. Herbert MD" <LHerbertMD@NYC.RR.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Nov 2, 2006 11:25 PM
Subject: Letter in Support of Amendments to Section 165

Clarify the law that dogs may ONLY be unleashed in fenced-in dog runs (provide more to accommodate 
multi-user parks) and let everyone enjoy. Instead of a bogus premise of an unenforced Health Dept Code, 
institute a statute in NYSPL to clarify.
Failure to do so will subject NYC to suit for failure to exercse a "reasonable standard of care" in protecting 
the public. Don't buckle under the pressure from these self-centered Whacks.
State clearly : Dog on Leash unless in fenced dog run. Period. No "understanding" of unenforcement of 
an existing statute. Understand: if one of my kids gets attacked by an "off-leash" due to city 
unenforcement of an existing statute, I would (although not litiginous) file suit for above.
Stop being chicken-shit and just create order and safety for all, you candy asses.
 
As I posted in the Gothamist Forum:
Love animals.
Got a Yorkie (used to have two), a (please, PETA-types, domestic raised, well adjusted, totally loved 
obnoxoius parrot (Nanday Conure, totally undesirable, noisy, bad attitude, took him over from my Dad 
who couldn't take care of him, my family NEVER abandons an animal companion)), fish & frogs, and my 
daughter's beloved Guinea Pig, Nibbles. 
I spend a lot of time in CP in the early AM hours (pre- & peri dawn), fishing, birding & just enjoying the 
"country in the city". (ATTN anti-fishing types, I was instrumental in banning lead weights in CP, crimped 
barbs only, pick up discarded lines & garbage, practice only catch & release, even in the East River).
I generally frequent the east bank of The Lake around the Ramble.
Problems with "unleashed"s that particular area:
Harass the waterfowl & other wildlife.
# ONE : OWNERS
Have totallly eroded the "play area" Just south of the stream inlet, denuding vegetation and increasing 
erosion.
Increased eutrophaction of the lake due to +++ nitrate, urea, organic runoff into what, don't forget, is an 
artificial water body with minimal cleansing reserve. This results in algal growth, low oxygen levels, 
turbidity, etc.
Have been hassled by excited pups (hey, they're loose, full of pep, in the wild, don't blame 'em)
Have the capsacin can ready if needed (only if bite risk) & B9mm if totally necessary.
I fish north & south of the area the "Unleashers" have comandeered, but hey, you know pups.
I take my 9-year old twins up there in the early morning for wildlife walks and birding. Have had some 
idiots' (I use the plural intentionally, as it's not uncommon) pup come racing up to me & my kids in a 
threatening way (not play display). I back down the dog (verbally, posture, display, can-in-hand) only to 
have the "owner" get pissed & rant "What are you doing to my dog?!!!
In addition, the incessant ranting of the idiotic UESders yelling after their pups totally screws the idyllic 
ambience of that area in the early AM. 
Yes, parks are for everyone. 
For the UESers, Let your dogs jump & swim at the Bethesda Terrace. The Ramble was purposefully 
designed & constructed for a sense of bucolic isolation in an urban setting. You screw it up for everyone 
else. At Bethesda, no erosion. Keep them out of the Ramble. It's a refuge for everyone, not just your pup 
(like I said, I don't blame THEM), and don't ruin the beautiful quiet & nature by your incessant yelling of 
"Sacha, Sacha, where'd you go?!!!!" 
And FYI, many breeds are not at their happiest in a NYC environment, even if they get an occasional 
leash-free romp in the park & the Lake. No, don't abandon them, care for them through the rest of their 
lives. 
But be responsible & considerate of others and realize that the world does not just consist of your 
in-your-own-head attitude and your perceived freedom of your ill-chosen pet (poor working-group breed 
assigned to an unfulfilling existence in NYC).
Hell, damned transplants, & unfortunate pups, I was trekking/fishing/birding CP before dawn before you 
even got mitzvahed in Dayton and came to screw up one of the great gems of NYC. (hey, you have to 



admit I was pretty mellow in my post so far and can't jus't finish up without a little tweak)



From: "Mary Pat Draddy" <mpdraddy@hotmail.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 12:56 PM
Subject: Courtesy Off-Leash Hours in NYC Parks

To whom it may concern:
     A year and a half ago, my husband and I adopted a Golden Retriever 
puppy. We contemplated many different breeds of dogs and after much 
consideration; we decided to go with a large breed dog. Though large breed 
dogs need several hours of exercise a day, we knew with the current courtesy 
off-leash hours in NYC parks, we would be able to meet the needs of this 
breed. Owning an apartment a block and half from Central Park, has allowed 
us to run our dog off-leash on a daily basis. We spend around 3 hours a day 
in Central Park in the early morning and late evening giving our dog the 
exercise that he needs.
    Many have argued that the dog runs are a good alternative to the 
courtesy off-leash hours; however, there are many reasons why they do not 
suffice. First of all, the dog runs are a very stressful environment for 
canines. When a dog enters a dog run, pack mentality tends to take over, 
which always results in a dog fight. Since getting our dog, we have brought 
our dog to the dog runs on 81st St. and Columbus and several on Riverside 
Drive. We have had to leave almost every time due to dog aggression. This 
aggression does not occur during off-leash hours as I can walk in areas 
where there are not packs of dogs and my dog can get the exercise and 
socialization that he needs in a safe environment. Also, dog runs are 
extremely dirty and a breeding ground for disease. Last winter, owners were 
warned not to bring their dogs to the runs at the risk of your dog 
developing kennel cough, which is deadly for young dogs.
     Another alternative to the off-leash law is walking your dog on a leash 
in the NYC parks. Unless you are a runner, there is not a way for a large 
breed dog to get the exercise that it needs. I am someone that suffers with 
joint injuries that do not allow me to run as a means of exercise. Taking my 
dog to the park and throwing a ball to him allows me to exercise my dog 
while protecting my joints. Also, one cannot throw a ball in the dog run, 
without risk of loosing the ball to another dog or creating a dog fight over 
the coveted item.
     At this point in time, my husband and I are expecting our first child, 
which has resulted in our putting our current apartment on the market. In 
our search for a bigger home, one of our biggest considerations in staying 
the city was the off-leash laws. Though we know that we could have purchased 
a larger home in the suburbs, we have decided to purchase an apartment on 
Riverside Drive so that we could continue to utilize NYC’s parks for our 
dog. If the courtesy off-leash hours are terminated, it would really dampen 
the joy in our decision to invest in NYC in order to raise our family here.

Thank for your time and consideration of my thoughts.

Mary Pat Draddy
W. 81st Street
NY, NY 10024
212.769.0906

_________________________________________________________________
Try the next generation of search with Windows Live Search today!  
http://imagine-windowslive.com/minisites/searchlaunch/?locale=en-us&source=hmtagline



From: Susan Welt <swelt@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  1:41 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

Dear Board of Health Members.

As part of the public comment regarding the City's successful off-leash
policy, I am writing to express my strong support for the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene's proposed amendments to Section 161.05 of the
Health Code.

The proposed amendments will require the Department of Parks and Recreation
to adopt rules providing that owners of dogs off the leash maintain and
present proof regarding licensing and vaccination information, and that the
public will be provided with information concerning the times when and
places where dogs will be allowed off the leash in City parks.

The off-leash policy is a good health policy for people as well as dogs. I
support these amendments, which will clarify and continue the City's
off-leash policy. Here's why: Dogs and people both, are healthier and
happier when they enjoy the benefits of exercise on a daily basis. The only
way of providing my dog with adequate exercise is off-leash in a safe
environment like an outdoor park. Even if I run her on a leash, it does not
afford the same benefit as when she can run on her own...which is much
faster than I. The key element of play is also lacking when on leash. Most
non-dog-owning people that we see in the park smile and enjoy seeing the
dogs run and play. Our urban environment can seem so cold and inhumane
oftentimes and having dogs present certainly helps lighten the mood.

Thank you for continuing to allow New York City dogs and dog-owners and most
non-dog-owners, to enjoy the parks and in our case in particular, Central
Park, off-leash.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

Susan Welt

208 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128



From: Leslie Keiler <lkeiler@earthlink.net>
To: "resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov" <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  2:38 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of theHealth Code

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in strong support of the off-leash policy at New York City Parks.  This very reasonable and 
effective policy is one of the reasons my family chose to live in New York City.   We would hate to see 
New York City's tax base harmed by a change in this policy, which could cause our family and others like 
us to abandon city living for less restrictive neighborhoods.

Yours truly,
Leslie S. Keiler

372 DeKalb Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11205  



From: Benjamin Pearcy <benjamin@pearcy.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  3:29 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

I do not own a dog, but I feel very strongly that dogs and dog owners  
should be able to have off-leash time in our parks.  It simply makes  
sense.  Offleash Policy in NYC has helped create an all-time historic  
record low rate of dog-related incidents, which is beneficial for all  
New Yorkers, dog owners and non-dog owners. Well socialized and  
exercised dogs are in everyone's interest.

Please affirm the offleash policy, and allow it to remain an  
essential part of the fabric of New York City.

With best regards,

- Ben

-- 
Benjamin Pearcy
benjamin@pearcy.com
+1 (917) 208-6476 Mobile
+1 (212) 362-4030 KBA Studio
+1 (718) 504-7564 eFax
--



From: Toni Lipton <tonilipton@NYC.RR.COM>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  3:59 PM
Subject: dog leash laws

To Whom it may concern:

Please retain off leash laws to allow our dogs to exercise properly  
in NYC parks. Our dogs need real exercise to maintain good health.  
Dogs should be allowed to run off leash in designated areas and at  
designated times in our parks. They represent a very small risk, and  
allowing them proper exercise will keep them healthy and aggression  
free.
Toni Lipton



From: Beth Manes <walk_spot@yahoo.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  4:06 PM
Subject: Off-Leash Hours Policy

Please support off-leash hours in NYC parks.  As a dog
walker in Brooklyn, I cannot speak highly enough of
the benefits to both dogs and humans that come from
off-leash hours in the parks.  Dogs that are allowed
to run are better socialized around other dogs and
people.  Furthermore, dog owners have contributed to
keeping the parks safer, since they are present and
vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. 
 Access to off-leash recreation opportunities
encourages people to adopt and socialize thousands of
abandoned dogs in NYC each year.  The proposed Board
of Health amendments promote responsible dog
ownership, as City dogs should be licensed and
vaccinated.  

Thank you,

Beth Manes

 
___________________________________________________________________________________
_
Cheap Talk? Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low PC-to-Phone call rates 
(http://voice.yahoo.com)



From: Lisa Ludwigson <lludwigson@yahoo.com>
To: <RESOLUTIONCOMMENTS@HEALTH.NYC.GOV>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  4:25 PM
Subject: Notice of Intention to Amend NYC Leash Law

  
 
---------------------------------
Everyone is raving about the  all-new Yahoo! Mail.



From: "Craig, Jacqeline (SBT US)" <jacqueline.craig@siemens.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 31, 2006 11:24 PM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

Just before my move to the Downtown Brooklyn Area of Fort Greene ten years
ago, I was walking through Fort Greene Park and was mugged.  It was about
4:30 in the afternoon. The park was a big influence in my move despite what
happened.  I was pleased that I had someplace to let my dog run. During the
time I've been here I've seen many dog walkers and more people using the
park now.  It used to be barren at night.  Now there are people in the park
after 9:00PM because of the OFF LEASH allowance.  I know Park safety has
greatly improved because of the amount of people that now frequent the park
to let their dogs run.  

Selfishly, I am thinking of my dog, who has dog friends that she plays and
runs with, losing this privilege.  I'm proud to say that I see other dog
owners taking responsibility for their dogs.  Their dogs are licensed, up to
date with shots. Owners pick up after their dogs, leash them when there are
any possible altercations and remove them.  

It's impossible not to realize that there are people that are afraid of dogs
in general, but I don't believe restricting dogs and their owners will
change this.  Considering the amount of dogs  in the city, the amount of dog
related incidents are very low.  The positive benefits that dogs have on
their owners and community socialization that is encouraged is a definite
plus in today's society.  The restrictions limit off leash time to less
popular hours in the parks (before 9:00AM and after 9:00PM). This dog
presence has worked out well for people who travel through the park during
off peak hours, incidences are less likely to happen.

Regretfully, losing the OFF LEASH policy, would be incredibly difficult for
the dog owners of the city.  It would promote problems with dog behavior due
to lack of socialization.  Added stress to owners who would be unable to
meet the exercise needs of their dogs.

I would hope there could be a compromise presented that would allow pet
owners to continue to reap the benefits of letting their pets play.

Thank you.

 

Jacqueline Craig

 



From: "Cynthia Bernot" <cbernot@nyc.rr.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006 12:35 AM
Subject: Off leash hours in NYC Parks - Amendment to the NYC Health Code

Dear Ms. Bryant and the Members of the NYC Department of Health Board:

I am writing to you concerning the importance of  passing the proposed amendment to the New York City 
Health Code regarding off-leash hours in the parks. 

I frequently use the Park with my own dogs and as a professional dog trainer and dog behaviour 
consultant, I have observed for over 20 years thousands of responsible dog owners who go to the parks 
with their dogs on a daily basis. There are individuals who peacefully enjoy a nice solitary game of fetch 
with their dogs and there are groups of dog owners who gather in Central Park in the mornings and 
evenings to exercise and socialize their dogs.  The majority of these citizens respect the park and their 
dogs safety and monitor their dogs at all times and clean up after their dogs.   The off-leash hours policy 
also allows for well socialized and exercised dogs. Any reputable dog trainer or behaviourist will confirm 
that a well socialized and exercised dog is a happy one indeed and that puppies and adult dogs that are 
denied this basic need develop behaviour problems.  Therefore the off leash policy has always worked 
toward assuring well behaved dogs because a constant leash will not assure reasonable control when a 
dog with pent up energy and poor social skills has not been allowed to experience his/her body and 
engage in consistent, unrestricted exercise and play with other dogs.  Dogs are second most social to 
humans, moreso than primates.  A dog needs socialization, play and interaction with other dogs and 
humans to be happy and healthy.  Off leash hours will continue to assure that this vital need be met.

In addition, dog owners have helped to keep New York City's parks safer, because they are present in 
the late evening and wee hours of the morning. Tourists also enjoy watching the dogs romp and play and 
often come up to dog owners telling us how much they miss their own dogs back home.  Some of them 
have engaging long stories to tell us and they comment on how wonderful it is to see so many dogs in the 
park.  This makes for better social relations between tourists and NYC residents.

Although the 9 a.m.-9 p.m. off leash schedule is certainly reasonable, if dog owners could go a bit earlier 
it would benefit the park, particularly, during the spring, summer seasons when Central Park is more 
populated sometimes into the late evening.  However, during winter months, an earlier off leash schedule 
would be preferable, say 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. because it does get dark so early in those months.  
Earlier hours allow dog owners who cannot get to the park in the mornings to still have some daylight to 
exercise their dogs right after work.  This is of particular benefit to dog owner couples with young children 
who need to be in bed before 9 p.m. who would like to teach their children the importance of properly 
raising a dog.   Also, the presence of dog owner groups between 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. would make the 
park even safer for others who would like to jog in the park evenings year-round.  In the past, I have 
personally taken my own dogs to Prospect Park and observed that dogs are sometimes allowed to be off 
leash between 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. and it worked out quite well for them.

It is understandable that there will be people who fear that off-leash dogs may be aggressive or out of 
control.  This is also a concern to other dog owners.  One solution for isolated instances where dogs 
might be out of control or aggressive toward people or other dogs, is stricter fines by the Park 
Departments (as well as fines to those who do not clean up their dog's excrement).  Another observation I 
have had as a trainer is that some people who have dogs are not experienced with Flexi-leads (an 
extendable retractable leash that are difficult to detect especially in the evening hours).  I believe that only 
skilled owners, walkers and trainers should use these and have to prove they are skilled at using them.  
The Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) might be able to supply you with information on setting up 
training seminars in Central Park for dog owners as part of the Parks safety program.

I do hope that my suggestions have been helpful to you.  



Thank you for considering this very important amendment to the New York City Health Code.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Bernot



From: <Labing6@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2006  3:50 AM
Subject: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the  Health Code

      Please, please, please continue to allow off-leash  hours in NYC parks. 
They provide an invaluable community for both dogs and humans. The dogs are 
able to socialize and so are happier, healthier, and less aggressive. I have 
never witnessed a problem in the park whereas dogs on leashes can be quite 
aggressive.
      The off-leash hours also provide an opportunity for humans to socialize 
in a city where community is hard to find.
       Outlawing off-leash hours would create a huge void in the lives of 
many New Yorkers. Please save the off-leash policy and amend Section 161.05 of 
the Health Code.
                                       
                    Thank you for listening.

                                            Kira Labinger
                                            1501 Lexington Ave.
                                             New York, NY 10029



From: <RDavis1902@aol.com>
To: <resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, Nov 2, 2006 11:23 AM
Subject: Give dogs Specific areas in parks!  Comments & Poll from NY1

 
 
I normally respect & enjoy NY1's news & opinion feature, but  the Snap Poll 
on Dogs Running free in the Parks (Thursday 11/2/06) is  TERRIBLY MISLEADING -- 
It asks if "Dogs should be Off Leash in the Parks:  a>Everywhere;  or b>  
Nowhere."  It needs to add  c>"Should Dogs be off leash  in SPECIFIC AREAS WITHIN 
PARKS?"     
 
 Without Question c>(in specific  areas) only fanatics on both sides are 
given the option of  expressing their opinions. Let's hear from the moderates! - 
-- let's  compromise with "Specific hours & specific places" -- and by the way, 
the  Parks Department has been doing a pretty good job defining where &  
when! 
 
Dog owners don't want dogs running free throughout the  parks -- We want 
specific areas (& hours)  set aside for  dogs!  And preferably make these areas 
off the  beaten track & before the crowded hours. (4AM-9AM is  just fine, add 
8PM to 2AM for the nite people) 
 
In the best example of what "Off Leash" can be: Prospect Park has set  aside 
the area called "Long Meadow." One must walk 10 minutes (with  the dog ON 
LEASH) to get to Long Meadow,  & only after  arriving does the dog owner remove 
the leash. 
 
Children have playgrounds, and toddlers have play areas within the  
playgrounds. In the same way, dogs and owners need Defined Areas in which  they can 
interact & socialize  The Parks Department has shown  judgement & responsibility 
setting aside specific areas.  Let them  keep doing their job.!  As much as I 
love animals, it would be wrong  to have ALL the Parks Off Leash. Some people 
just don't like dogs  & they need the freedom to avoid doggy areas. 
 
It will be safer & healthier for all NYC residents if EVERY  group is allowed 
public areas -- Don't let one group of  fanatics shout about protecting 
everyone. They have no evidence & few  supporters  
 
The best of NYC is its diversity! Give each of us  our freedoms without 
depriving our fellow NYers. A small part of Park  is better than none (or all)
 
Thank you, 
R.D. Davis
1902 8th Ave 
Brooklyn NY 
718-788-5568



From: "B.L. Ochman" <BLOchman@whatsnextonline.com>
To: "B.L. Ochman " <BLOchman@whatsnextonline.com>
Date: 10/17/2006 9:38:54 PM
Subject: need your help please

Please help!
Dog owners and dog lovers in New York City need to take action-- and spread
this message. Otherwise we could lose ALL off-leash privileges in New York
City on November 1 -- and that's just 2 weeks away.  ***The NYC Health
Department supports making off-leash privileges in NYC parks permanent .***
But the leash crazies who brought a suit against the Parks Dept to end all
off leash privileges have written twice as many letters as dog supporters
have written since the Dept of Health began a 90-day public comment period
in mid-September. 
 
A public hearing to consider an amendment to the Leash Law that would save
Off-leash hours is scheduled for November 1st. But there's no guarantee that
the amendment will be adopted unless we have more petition signatures,
letters and emails than our opponents. PLEASE PLEASE take five minutes to
send an email to the board of health RIGHT NOW. The one I sent is below.
Feel free to copy it and sign your name to it.
 
And please forward this email to at least five friends and colleagues and
encourage them to send emails and to sign the petition at
www.nycoffleash.com which also has all the details of the situation.
 
Benny Bix Ochman Labradoodle and I thank you!
BL 

****the email I sent is below. feel free to copy it and please send your own
email to: 
resolutioncomments@health.nyc.gov
 
subject line: Save the Off-Leash Policy, Please Amend Section 161.05 of the
Health Code
 
Dear People: I am a dog owner and a voter. I want the Board of Health to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m.-- the 9pm to 9am off-leash
privileges that have been a successful policy for 20-years.
 
 Off-leash hours in New York Parks is a proven and successful public health
policy, which fosters better socialized and exercised dogs and contributes
to the current low rate of dog bites.
 
Dog owners in NYC Parks have contributed to keeping the parks safer, since
we are present and vigilant in the late evening and early morning hours. We
are there rain, snow, sun and shine, 2 degrees or 90 degrees to be sure our
beloved pets get the exercise they need to stay healthy;
 
The off-leash hours policy brings hundreds of thousands of responsible dog
owners and their dogs to the parks on a daily basis, which fosters a sense
of community and leads to many friendships, canine and human;  
 
Access to off-leash recreation opportunities encourages people to adopt and
socialize thousands of abandoned dogs in NYC each year;   
 



Since there are not enough dog runs available in the City, the off-leash
policy enables dogs to get socialized and exercised in designated areas of
City parks;
 
The off-leash policy is a great compromise for dog owners and non dog-owners
who use parks - it's only for certain hours (9pm to closing, and again when
parks open until 9am), and only in certain designated locations;  
 
The proposed Board of Health amendments promote responsible dog ownership,
as City dogs should be licensed and vaccinated.
 
As a voter, and as a dog owner who would leave this city if my dog could not
be exercised off-leash in Central Park and other NYC parks, I urge you to
formally adopt -- and extend until 10 a.m. -- the off-leash policy.
 
Sincerely,
 
B.L. Ochman
345 East 94th St
New York, NY 10128
 
B.L. OCHMAN  212.369.8312
Internet Marketing Strategist, Fortune 500 Social Media Consultant
Blogs:        <http://www.whatsnextblog.com/> http://www.whatsnextblog.com
                    <http://www.ethicscrisis.com/>
http://www.ethicscrisis.com 
Web site:  <http://www.whatsnextonline.com/> http://www.whatsnextonline.com

 
Special Report: WHAT COULD YOUR BUSINESS DO WITH A BLOG? Info:
<http://whatsnextonline.com/blogbook/> http://whatsnextonline.com/blogbook/
**Cited by Seth Godin's "Bull Market" directory as one of the world's most
creative thinkers.** 
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