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Rapid HIV testing algorithm* 

Rapid HIV test 
 

Fingerstick or oral swab 
 
 
 

Additional HIV testing 
needed to confirm 

preliminary positive status 
 
 

HIV uninfected – most likely.  
 
Retesting/further testing may be 
indicated based on the: 
- Patient’s risk behavior  (i.e., men 

who have sex with men) 
 
- Time interval from most recent 

exposure (e.g., possible acute 
HIV infection) 

 

Conventional HIV 
antibody test (EIA 

and Western blot) is 
sent 

Confirmatory Western 
blot only is sent 

WB negative 
or 

indeterminate 

WB positive 
 

CONFIRMED 
CASE of HIV 

infection 

EIA 
negative EIA + WB + 

 
CONFIRMED 
CASE of HIV 

infection 

EIA + 
WB negative 

or 
indeterminate 

Contradictory test results, please consider: 
  

1) Acute HIV-1 infection  
2) HIV-2  
3) Operator error with rapid test  
4) Quality issue with rapid test kit  

 

*This HIV testing algorithm is intended to provide guidance to practitioners in 
understanding when additional testing may be necessary to determine an individual’s 
HIV status. It does not supersede any laws or regulations regarding HIV testing.  Any 
questions should be directed to the Surveillance call-line 212-442-3388. (Rev 10/2011) 




