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Update 

2018-

2019  

Cases 

Confirmed Deaths Notes and References (R 1,  2,  3) 

New York City    

Measles 

 
2-Jan 55 55 0 

An outbreak of measles is ongoing in the Orthodox Jewish community of Brooklyn, associated with a large outbreak of 

measles in Israel. As of January 2, 2019, there have been 55 cases of measles confirmed in Brooklyn (Williamsburg, 

Borough Park, Bensonhurst, and Midwood/Marine Park). Cases have occurred in 51  children (7 months–13 years) 

and  4 adults. Several of the cases, including the initial case, were acquired during travel to Israel where a large out-

break of measles is occurring. A large number of exposures have occurred, especially in hospitals, outpatient medical 

facilities, and schools. Additional confirmed cases have occurred in New York State outside of New York City and 

New Jersey. Tens of thousands of measles cases also have occurred in Europe in 2018.  

 United States   

Hepatitis A 4-Jan >10,400 >10,400 

 

95 

 

The sustained outbreak of hepatitis A has persisted in multiple states. Of the >11,000 cases, >5,700 have been hospi-

talized. Current incidence is greatest in KY (>3,200 cases) and WV (>2,100). MA, TN, OH, FL, western PA also are 

reporting increases in cases. Main risk factors continue to be homelessness and IV drug use. On October 24, the Advi-

sory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended hepatitis A vaccination for all homeless persons 

over one year old.    R 1,  2 

E. coli 

O157:H7 
13-Dec 59 59 0 

Cases have been reported in 15 states (CA, CT, IL, MA, MD, MI, NH, NJ, NY, PA, OH, RI, WI, LA, and FL) and DC, 

including 23 hospitalized and two cases of hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS). There have been NYC cases. Onsets: 

October 5 - November 16; median age 30 (range: 1-84 years); 69% female. Epidemiologic investigation suggests associ-

ation with romaine lettuce grown in these CA counties: Monterey, San Benito, or Santa Barbara.   R 1,  2 

Salmonella 

Newport  
12-Dec 333 333 0 

Ground beef from AZ supplier (JBS Tolleson, Inc.) has been linked to this salmonellosis outbreak. Six million pounds of 

meat products have been recalled. Twenty-eight states in Far Wet, Southwest, Mountain states, and Midwest have 

reported cases (especially AZ, CA, and CO). Onsets August 5-November 9; 91 hospitalizations.   R 1 

Acute flaccid 

myelitis 

(AFM) 

28-Dec 341 186 0 

Thirty-eight states have reported suspected AFM cases, including 3 in NYC. An increase of reported cases began in 

August, as has occurred in 3 of the past 5 summers. Most confirmed AFM cases are in children between two and 8 

years old. Fever and/or respiratory illness 3 to 10 days before symptom onset was reported in nearly all cases. Entero-

virus D68 and A71 have been implicated in a number of the cases; however, CDC has been unable to consistently de-

tect a pathogen in the clinical specimens sent for diagnostic testing. R  1,   2 

Adenovirus 1-Dec 22 9 1 (4.5%) 
An outbreak of adenoviral infection at the University of Maryland has sickened at least 22 students, including a fresh-

man who died. Adenovirus 7 has been detected in 4 specimens.  R  1 

*Pertussis 28-Dec >200   
Increases in pertussis cases have been reported in CA (Santa Cruz County), MT (Flathead City-County), OH 

(Harrison and Carroll Counties), WA (Okanogan County), SD (Minnehaha and Lincoln Counties.  R  1 

Current Infectious Disease Outbreaks for NYC Providers 

January 4, 2019 

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/outbreaks/2017March-HepatitisA.htm
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/2018/o157h7-11-18/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/Food/RecallsOutbreaksEmergencies/Outbreaks/ucm626330.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/newport-10-18/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/acute-flaccid-myelitis/afm-surveillance.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2018/callinfo_111318.asp
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
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Caribbean, Central America, and South America 

Dengue 10-Dec >515,000 — — 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) reports that more than half of reported South American dengue cas-

es have been in Brazil (>241,000). Paraguay (>31,600), Colombia (>40,000), and Peru (>6,600), and to a less ex-

tent, Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela, and Argentina. In Mexico and Central America, most cases have been report-

ed in Mexico and Nicaragua; El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Panama much fewer. In the Caribbean, 

dengue has been reported mostly in Grenada and Jamaica, though the reporting has been incomplete. R  1 

Chikungunya 31-Oct >63,500 — 

 

— 

 

Brazil and Paraguay have reported >60,000 and >1,200 cases, respectively. In Brazil, most cases have occurred in 

the Sudeste, Rio de Janerio, Centro-Oeste, Mato Grosso, and Minas Gerais Provinces. In Paraguay, Central, Amambay, 

Guaira, and Paraguari Departments have reported the most cases. To a much lesser extent, chikungunya also have 

been documented in Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Mexico. In the Caribbean, 

thousands  of cases have been reported in Puerto Rico and Jamaica.  R  1,  2,  3 

Dominican Republic  

Cholera 10-Nov 117 — 1 In 2017, the Dominican Republic reported 109 cholera cases.  R  1,  2,  3 

Diphtheria 29-Oct 319 80 
25 

(7.8%) 

Since December 2014, a total of 712 probable cases, including 105 deaths, have been reported. Ninety-one per cent of 

2018 cases are less than 15 years old.   R  1 

Haiti   

Cholera 31-Oct 3,430 — 
38 

(1.1%) 

This year’s incidence is the lowest since the outbreak began in 2010. In 2017, Haiti reported 13,681 cases. As of Octo-

ber 31, there has been a 81% reduction in cases compared to the same period in 2017. Most cases have been reported 

from the following Departments: Artibonite, Nord Est, Centre, and Ouest.  R  1  2,  3 

Diphtheria 18-Dec 362 96 
25 

(6.9%) 

Since December 2014, a total of 774 probable cases have been reported, including 51 (19.5%)  deaths in 261 con-

firmed cases. Ninety-one per cent of 2018 cases are less than 15 years old.   R  1  2   

Panama  

Hantavirus 26-Oct 78 — — 

Four new cases of hantavirus infection were reported in Panama’s Los Santos province. As of October 16, Los Santos 

public health authorities have announced a total of 77 cases in 2018 in Tonosi, Las Tabias, Pocri, Los Santos, and 

Pedasi. Choclo hantavirus is endemic in Los Santos and adjoining provinces. On October 26, a hantavirus case also was 

confirmed in Herrera province.   R  1 

Argentina  

*Hantavirus 10-Dec 8 5 
1 

(12.5%) 

Eight cases of hantavirus, including 5 confirmed, have been reported in Epuyen (Chubut province)  an Andean village in 

southern  Argentina. Andes virus is endemic in this area. R  1 

Chile  

Hantavirus 28-Nov 31 — 
6 

(19.4%) 

This is the beginning of summer hantavirus season. Cases have been reported in the Nuble, Coquimbo, and O’Higgins 

regions. Andes virus is endemic to this area, and cases of hantavirus pulmonary syndrome occur annually.   R  1 

http://www.paho.org/data/index.php/en/mnu-topics/indicadores-dengue-en/dengue-nacional-en/252-dengue-pais-ano-en.html
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/CDTR_week47-2018.pdf
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-29-sep-2018.pdf
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=46882-29-october-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update-1&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/epidemiological-update-cholera-11-october-2018
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-22-sep-2018.pdf
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=46882-29-october-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update-1&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha-hti-cholera-figures-2018123_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/epidemiological-update-cholera-11-october-2018
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-22-sep-2018.pdf
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=47346-18-december-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=46882-29-october-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update-1&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
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Bolivia  

Hantavirus 16-Oct 41 9 — 

Twenty-eight suspected cases, some with hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, have been reported in the Tarija depart-

ment. In the Yungas region of the La Paz department. Hantavirus also has been reported by the Cochabamba and Santa 

Cruz departments in 2018. The specific hantavirus causing these infections has not been determined.  R  1 

Venezuela   

Malaria 15-Oct >600,000 — — 

A sharp increase in the number of malaria cases is being reported in Venezuela. According to the president of a medi-

cal organization, over 600,000 cases have occurred in 2018 as of October 15. There has been an ongoing and evolving 

humanitarian crisis in Venezuela, including severe shortages of supplies and medications.  R  1 

Diphtheria 29-Oct 800 — 
167 

(20.9%) 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) reported that the outbreak that began in 2016 is ongoing. Since the 

outbreak began, a total of 2,170 suspect cases have been reported, including 1,249 confirmed. In 2018, cases have been 

reported in 22 states in all age groups; 10 to 14-year-olds have had the highest incidence.  R  1,  2,  3 

Europe 

Measles Sep >60,000 — — 

Between September 2017 and September 2018, >60,000 measles cases have been reported throughout WHO’s Euro-

pean Region. Particularly affected countries have been Ukraine, Serbia, Georgia, Greece, Romania, Italy, France, Slo-

vakia, Russia and the United Kingdom. Incidence appears to be decreasing from a peak earlier in the year. R  1  2  3  

Czech Republic  

*Tick-borne 

encephalitis 
30-Nov 690   

The Czech Republic reported that they had confirmed 690 cases of tickborne-borne encephalitis in 2018, as of No-

vember 30. As in Switzerland, the was the highest number of cases in years.  R  1 

France  

Salmonella 

Enteritidis 
7-Dec 83 83 0 

A Salmonella outbreak in Rhône-Alpes has been linked to a type of cheese — reblochon — made from raw milk and 

produced by Fromagerie De La Tournette. The cheese has been recalled, though not before it was shipped to Austria, 

Belgium, Germany, and Italy.  Reblochon also has been linked to 2 recent cases of E. coli O26.        R  1 

Spain  

*Rubella 1-Jan 12 — — Officials in the Aragon region of northeastern Spain have reported a rubella outbreak.  

https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=46882-29-october-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update-1&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=2018-9581&alias=46344-21-september-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&category_slug=diphtheria-8968&alias=46162-29-august-2018-diphtheria-epidemiological-update&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/CDTR-Week-45-4-10-November-2018.pdf
http://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/burden/vpd/surveillance_type/active/Global_MR_Update_October_2018.pdf?ua=1
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-13-oct-2018.pdf
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
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Switzerland  

Tick-borne 

encephalitis 
22-Oct 334 334 — 

In 2018 as of October 22, a record 334 cases  of tick-borne  encephalitis (TBE) have been reported in Switzerland, 

where cases of this disease have increased progressively since 2000. Cases have been reported in the Zurich area, the 

northeastern region of the country, and in the cantons of Bern, St. Gallen, and Aargau. This disease also is endemic in 

some parts of Austria and Germany.  R  1 

Arabian Peninsula and Middle East 

Saudi Arabia  

MERS 21-Nov 124 124 
39 

(31.4%) 

In the last 3 weeks ending December 23, the Ministry of Health reported 5 MERS cases in Riyadh (4) and Najran (1) 

regions, the latter being in the south near to the border with Yemen. Incidence remains low. .  R  1  2   (See epi-

demic curve and map on p. 12 of this report.) 

Yemen  

Cholera 8-Nov 280,198  2899 
2,791 

(0.20%) 

Since April 2017, >1.3 million cases have been reported, including 2,791 (0.20%) deaths. During November 5-11, a 

total of 12,289 suspected cases were reported. Children <5 years old account for 29% of all suspect cases. Currently, 

the directorates with the highest attack rates have been Amran, Al Hudaydah, Dhamar, Sana’a, and Amanat Al Asimah.   

The recent fighting in Al Hudaydah City has worsened the ongoing humanitarian crisis that has displaced 2 million peo-

ple. Many health facilities in the Al Hudaydah Directorate have closed down. Electricity, water supply pipes, and sanita-

tion have been disrupted, and there is increased scarcity of basic commodities.  R  1  2  3  4   

Diphtheria 18-Nov 2,690 — 
154 

(5.7%) 

As of November 18, there have been 2,690 suspected diphtheria cases, including 154 deaths (5.7%), reported from 20 

governorates since August. Children <5 years old account for ~20% of cases and ~40% of deaths. Public health author-

ities completed a large vaccination campaign targeting children aged 6 weeks to 15 years in 11 governorates. The on-

going humanitarian crisis has greatly interfered with the public health response.   R  1,  2,  3 

Asia 

Chikungunya     

In 2018 and as of September 30, a total of 30,121 cases of chikungunya, including 5,789 confirmed, have been reported 

in India. Most have occurred in the following states: Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. As of October 

17, Thailand has reported 453 cases from 9 provinces (especially Satun).  R  1,  2 

https://www.promedmail.org/
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPub_2018_EN_20702.pdf?ua=1
https://www.moh.gov.sa/en/CCC/events/national/Pages/2018.aspx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Epi_Monitor_2018_11_52.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Yemen%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20-%20November%202018.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/outbreak-update-cholera-yemen-7-december-2018
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/who-emro-weekly-epidemiological-monitor-volume-11-issue-46-18-november-2018
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/who-emro-weekly-epidemiological-monitor-volume-11-issue-46-18-november-2018
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/epi/2018/Epi_Monitor_2018_11_42.pdf?ua=1
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/epi/2018/Epi_Monitor_2018_11_28.pdf?ua=1
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-20-oct-2018_0.pdf
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-29-sep-2018.pdf
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Dengue — — — — 

Dengue is endemic throughout Asia. This year, more cases have been reported than in 2017; Indian Ocean nations 

such as The Maldives and Réunion were especially hard-hit. Tens of thousands of dengue cases have been reported 

by Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka. To a lesser extent, it has been reported in the Seychelles, Paki-

stan (Karachi, Rawalpindi), India (Bhubaneswar, Pune, Bhilai, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Goa, Hyder-

abad, Andhra Pradesh, and  Rajasthan), Bangladesh, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Singapore, Philippines 

(Baybay, West Visyas, Cavite, Itbayat, Iloilo, Visyas, Ilocos Norte, Batanes, and Zamboanga City), and Taiwan.  R  1 

India  

Japanese    

encephalitis 

(JE) 

— — — — 

The Japanese encephalitis (JE) season is coming to a close in India. Most reported cases of JE and acute encephalitis 

syndrome have been reported in the northeast India and especially in Assam, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh, which border 

Nepal. JE also has been confirmed in more central Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.   R  1 

Japan  

Rubella 18-Nov 2,186 2,186 — 

As of November 18, a total of 2,186 cases of rubella have been reported by Japanese health authorities in 2018. The 

prefectures most affected have been Chiba, Tokyo, Saitama, Aichi, and Kanagawa. 

On October 22, CDC issued a Level 2 alert, recommending vaccination for travelers to Japan, and for unprotected 

pregnant women not to travel there.  R  1,  2 

Pakistan  

Typhoid   

fever       

(XDR) 

6-Dec >5,000 — — 

A strain of extensively drug-resistant (XDR) typhoid fever continues to be reported in Pakistan and in persons who 

traveled there. The strain was initially characterized in Hyderabad in November 2016 and then spread to Karachi and 

other districts. It is resistant to ampicillin, chloramphenicol, trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, ciprofloxacin, and ceftri-

axone and is susceptible to azithromycin and carbapenems.  

CDC has issued a Level 2 Alert for all travelers to Pakistan, recommending vaccination with the oral or injectable vac-

cine prior to travel and being careful to practice safe eating and drinking when in Pakistan. R  1  2 

Pakistan and Afghanistan  

Crimean-

Congo  hem-

orrhagic fe-

ver (CCHF) 

23-Oct >550 — — 

In 2018, Pakistan has reported >100 confirmed cases of Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever (CCHF), including 11 

deaths, in the Karachi area. CCHF is now endemic in rural and urban areas. Balochistan is the most affected region. 

In Afghanistan, a total of 455 cases of CCHF have been reported in 2018, including 90 in September. The nearly dou-

bling of cases since 2017 are thought to have resulted from a severe drought that has forced an estimated 275,000 

people from their homes.  R  1 

https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/rubella-japan
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/xdr-typhoid-fever-pakistan
https://www.promedmail.org/
https://www.promedmail.org/
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Pakistan and Afghanistan  

Polio 

(WPV1) 
18-Dec 29 29 — 

Of 29 cases of infection with wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) reported worldwide in 2018, 21 (72.4%) have been in Af-

ghanistan (Hilmand, Kandahar, Nangahar, and Kunar Provinces), with the most recent onset of paralysis being on 

November 6 in Hilmand (Nawzad district). No environmental samples in the past week were positive for WPV1. Due 

to increased insecurity, nearly 1 million people in the southern and eastern regions were inaccessible to recent im-

munization campaigns. 

The other 8 cases of WPV1 infection have been reported in Pakistan in 2018, most recently in Sindh (greater Kara-

chi) and Khyber districts. No environmental samples in the past week were positive for WPV1.  R  1 

Australia and the Pacific 

Fiji  

Typhoid    

fever 
27-Nov 45 31 —  

A typhoid fever outbreak is occurring in Fiji’s Naitasiri subdivision. No further details are available at this time.  R  1 

Papua New Guinea  

Polio 

(cVDPV) 
18-Dec 26 26 —  

In 2018 and as of December 11, a total of 26 cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) infection have 

been reported in Papua New Guinea, most recently in East Sepik. Two environmental samples were positive for 

cVDPV in the past week in Port Moresby. Acute flaccid paralysis surveillance has been strengthened and expanded 

vaccination activities are targeting poorly-immunized children 14 years and younger.  R  1  

Africa 

Polio 

(cVDPV) 
18-Dec 72 72 — 

Outbreaks of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) have been reported in Nigeria (Jigwa, Katsina, and Borno 

states), Somalia (Lower Juba), Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut Katanga, Haut Lomami, Mongala, and Maniema 

Provinces), and Niger (Zinder province). CDC issued Level 2 travel alerts for these African countries, recommending 

vaccination for all travelers to these countries, including a booster dose for adults previously vaccinated.  R  1  2  

Angola  

Cholera 12-Nov 139 — 2 (1.4%) 
A new cholera outbreak has been reported in Uíge Province. As of November 12, 139 cases, with 2 deaths (1.4%), 

have been reported.  R  1 

Cameroon  

Cholera 19-Dec 990 77 
58 

(5.9%) 

Since May, a severe cholera outbreak with elevated case-fatality rate has persisted in northern Cameroon close to 

Nigeria. Separate outbreaks in the Central and Littoral regions have been controlled since August and October, re-

spectively. The current cholera hotspots are in the North and Far North, where a humanitarian crisis has persisted, 

due to active conflict between government forces and Boko Haram, as in neighboring Nigeria. As in other African 

countries with cholera outbreaks, many areas in Cameroon do not have safe and reliable water and sanitation systems.  

R  1  2  3  4  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.promedmail.org/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-1-december-2018.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275935/OEW46-1016112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Central African Republic  

Monkeypox 23-Dec 45 25 2 (4.4%) 

Since October 2, monkeypox clusters have been identified in Mbaiki, Bangassou, and Bossembele districts in the south 

near to the DRC. As of December 23, a total of 45 monkeypox cases have been reported, including 25 confirmed. 

Outbreaks of monkeypox have occurred in the Central African Republic annually since 2013. R  1  2  3       

Hepatitis E 16-Dec 151 112 1 (0.7%) 

A total of 151 hepatitis E cases have been reported since November 5, when the outbreak was declared in the Bo-

caranga-Koui Health District, an insecure area in the northwest part of the country where large numbers of displaced 

people live with inadequate sanitation and hygiene and without reliably safe water. Sixteen localities have reported 

cases. Incidence appears to be declining.   R  1  2  3    

Democratic Republic of Congo  

Cholera 7-Dec 29,882 — 
975 

(3.3%) 

In the week ending December 7, 466 cases were reported, which was the second week in a row with less than 500 

suspected cases, continuing the gradual decline in the epidemic trend that started November 2. Ninety-four percent of 

cases were in six provinces: Kasai Oriental, Tanganyika, Upper Katanga, Sankuru, Lomami, and South Kivu. R  1  2  3    

Monkeypox 11-Nov 3,949 — 
86 

(2.2%) 

There were 74 suspected cases reported during the week ending November 11. Sankuru Province has the highest 

number of cases; however, 14 provinces have reported cases.  R  1  2  3  

Ebola 29-Dec 596 548 
361 

(60%) 

The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in northeastern DRC has continued to expand. While the situation in Beni has 

stabilized, EVD has spread to other urban cities and towns (Butembo, Katwa, Komanda, and Mabalako).  As of January 

1, a total of 608 cases have been identified, including 560 confirmed and 48 probable, including 54 healthcare workers. 

Three hundred and sixty-eight (60.5%) have died, including 18 healthcare workers. Community deaths continue to be 

identified without links to confirmed cases, meaning that unknown contacts (i.e., caregivers and others who prepared 

decedents for burial) are likely to have been exposed and are at risk of generating new EVD transmission chains.     

Since vaccination began on August 8 and as of December 27, more than 53,600 vaccinations have been administered, 

and >34,000 contacts registered. However, community resistance and attacks by armed groups and civilians have se-

verely hindered public health response activities. All vaccination efforts in Beni, Butembo, Katwa, Komanda, Mabalako, 

and Goma were suspended for at least 2-3 days the past week due to election-related civil unrest and violent protests, 

and case finding and contact tracing also were interrupted in some of these areas. The Beni transit center, where sus-

picious cases are managed pending laboratory test results, was vandalized and become inoperable.  

This is a critical time for response activities. Oxfam has withdrawn all personnel from the DRC, following evacuation 

of all US government personnel previously. If the security situation is not stabilized, responders may lose control over 

the outbreak.  

WHO still considers the risk at the national and regional levels (Uganda, Rwanda, South Sudan) to be very high, and 

low globally.    R 1  2  3  4        (See epidemic curve and map on p. 12 of this report.) 

Ethiopia  

Cholera 20-Dec 3,225 — 
35 

(1.1%) 

No new cases were reported in the past 4 weeks. (Note that in previous weeks the number of cases had been record-

ed incorrectly.)  R  1  2  3   

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275825/OEW45-0309112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275825/OEW45-0309112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275620/OEW43-2026102018.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275825/OEW45-0309112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275620/OEW43-2026102018.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
https://www.promedmail.org/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.who.int/csr/don/28-december-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277405/SITREP-EVD-DRC-20181227-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275935/OEW46-1016112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Disease 
Last 

Update 

2018 

Cases 
Confirmed Deaths Notes 

 

Madagascar  

Measles 24-Dec 16,430 362 
39 

(0.2%) 

Since the beginning of October, measles has been spreading rapidly in Madagascar. As of December 24, a total of 

16,430 measles cases (362 laboratory-confirmed; 10,068 epidemiologically linked) have been identified in Madagascar. 

The epidemic trend appears to be declining. All 22 regions are involved, though 63% and 19% are in Analamanga and 

Boeny regions, respectively. Roughly 67% of cases have been in children 0 – 14 years old. The rapid spread of the dis-

ease is thought to be due to a low MMR vaccination rate (58%) and a corresponding increasing vulnerability in chil-

dren.  R   1  2  3  

Mauritania  

Dengue 22-Nov 322 28 0 

On October 23, the Mauritania Ministry of Health notified WHO about a dengue outbreak encompassing widely dis-

persed regions. Affected areas include Nouakchott, Trarza, Assaba, and Tiris Zemmour. Since July 1 and as of Novem-

ber 22, a total of 322 cases have been confirmed. A large dengue outbreak is occurring at the same time in Senegal, 

immediately south of Mauritania.  R  1  2  

Namibia  

Hepatitis E 2-Dec 4,009 530 
34 

(0.8%) 

The hepatitis E outbreak that started nearly one year ago has persisted and become protracted. The outbreak, which 

was restricted largely to the Windhoek district in the Khomas Region, has spread to 8 other regions: Erongo, Omusa-

ti, Oshana, Ohangwen, Oshikoto, Kavango, and, most recently, Otjozo and Hardap. Most cases have been reported 

from densely populated informal settlements with inadequate access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene. R  1  2  3 

Nigeria  

Cholera 28-Oct 42,466 — 
830 

(2.0%) 

Outbreaks have been reported in recent weeks in regions distant from Northeast Nigeria, the epicenter of the epi-

demic. In the week endiing October 28, there were 173 cases reported. The recently affected states are Zamfara, Ka-

duna, Kano, Katsina, Borno, Gombe, Adamawa, Yobe, Ebonyi, and Sokoto. The northeastern region has suffered 

through instability and large-scale displacement of people fleeing violence by Boko Haram.  R  1  2   

Lassa fever 23-Dec 630 611 
185 

(29.4%) 

As of December 23, there have been a total of 3,441 suspected cases this year, of which 611 and 19 are confirmed and 

probable cases, respectively, and 2,811 tested negative (not a case). During December 17– December 23, a total of 14 

new confirmed cases were reported. One-hundred eighty-five (29.4%) of confirmed and probable cases have died, and 

there have been 45 suspect cases in healthcare workers. Eighty-two percent of the confirmed cases have been in Edo, 

Ondo, and Ebonyi states. Cases recently also have been in Gombe, Plateau, FCT, Bauchi, Delta and Kano States.  R  1  

Yellow fever 16-Dec 3,902 263 
73 

(1.9%) 

A yellow fever outbreak has persisted in Nigeria since September 2017. In the week ending December 16, Edo and 

Ekiti states reported a total of 13 positive cases. All states and the FCT have reported suspected cases. Fourteen 

states have had confirmed cases (Kogi, Kwara, Zamfara, Kebbi, Edo, Kano, Nasawara, Katsina, Niger, Rivers, Anambra, 

FCT, Benue, and Ekiti). Yellow fever vaccination campaigns have been completed in 6 states. R  1  2  3  

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275935/OEW46-1016112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275825/OEW45-0309112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277377/OEW51-1521122018.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275493/OEW42-1319102018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275620/OEW43-2026102018.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
https://ncdc.gov.ng/diseases/sitreps
https://ncdc.gov.ng/diseases/sitreps
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Nigeria (cont.)  

Monkeypox 13-Nov 300 126 8 (2.7%) 

An increase in monkeypox cases has occurred recently in Nigeria. In 2018 and as of November 13, a total of 300 mon-

keypox cases have been reported, including 126 confirmed and one probable.  The states of Rivers, Bayelsa, and Cross 

River, in southern Nigeria, have reported the highest number of cases. R  1  2  3  

Senegal  

Dengue 2-Dec 2,811 331 1 (0.3%) 

The Sengelese Ministry of Health informed WHO on September 27 about an outbreak of dengue fever, which has con-

tinued to evolve rapidly. Cases have been reported in the following regions: Fatick, Diourbel, Louga, Thiès, Saint-Louis, 

Matam, and Dakar. A large pilgrimage involving an estimated 3 million people took place October 28 in Touba, the 

affected district in the Diourbel region.  R  1  2  3   

South Sudan  

Yellow fever 29-Nov 3 1 0 

On November 29, the Ministry of Health reported a new yellow fever outbreak. A 25-year-old farmer from the south-

western border with the Democratic Republic of Congo, fell ill in the DRC with suspected EVD (fever, headache, joint 

pain, diarrhea, and bloody vomitus). Testing was negative for Ebola Zaire. Further testing in Uganda confirmed yellow 

fever infection. Routine yellow fever vaccination does not occur in South Sudan. Since the initial declaration, health 

authorities have only reported 2 presumptive cases. R  1  2 

Sudan  

Chikungunya 11-Nov 20,110 — — 

There have been multiple media reports of chikungunya outbreaks in the state of Kassala, which borders Eritrea and in 

Jebeit, a town near Port Sudan on the Red Sea. Some details have been inconsistent with chikungunya, such as hemor-

rhagic features and a higher than expected number of deaths. It now appears that there is a concurrent dengue out-

break in the same areas. Eleven states have been affected: Kassala (95% of cases), Red Sea, Al Gadaref, Gdarif, Al 

Gezeera, River Nile, Northern State, South Dafur, West Dafur, Sennar, and Khartoum. R  1  2  3  4 

Tanzania  

Cholera 23-Dec 4,681 50 
84 

(1.8%) 

During the week ending December 23, there were only 12 cases reported and no deaths. They all occurred in the 

Momba district in Songwe region. R   1  2  3 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ncdc.gov.ng/diseases/sitreps
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274452/OEW37-0814092018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275825/OEW45-0309112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275620/OEW43-2026102018.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276298/OEW48-2430112018.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/who-emro-weekly-epidemiological-monitor-volume-11-issue-46-18-november-2018
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275620/OEW43-2026102018.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
https://www.promedmail.org/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275136/OEW39-2228092018.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/cholera_outbreaks_bulletin_for_eastern_and_southern_africa_region_as_of_10th_december_2018_17th_issue.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/bulletin-cholera-and-awd-outbreaks-eastern-and-southern-africa-regional-update-1
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Uganda  

Crimean-

Congo       

hemorrhagic 

fever  

30-Nov 20 2 6 (30%) 

In 2018, and as of November 12, 20 cases of Crimean-Congo hemaorrhagic fever, including 6 deaths, have been re-

ported seven districts: Kakumiro, Isingiro, Kiboga, Kiryandongo, Nakaseke, Sembabule, and Rukingiri, which is near to 

the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo.   R  1  2   

 Zimbabwe 

Cholera 20-Dec 10,604 283 
63 

(0.6%) 

The cholera outbreak in Harare’s densely populated urban suburbs, declared on September 6, continues to improve, 

with no new cases reported since December 11. Current cholera hotspots are the Murehwa and Mount Darwin dis-

tricts. The first phase of an oral vaccine campaign in Harare was completed in October 2018, with a second phase to 

take place in April 2019.  R  1  2  3    

Typhoid     

fever 
11-Dec 5,159 262 

15 

(0.3%) 

On August 7, WHO was informed about a typhoid fever outbreak in the Mkoba neighborhood of Gweru City, which 

is in the centrally-located Midlands Province. In mid-September, Harare reported an upsurge in typhoid cases. Inci-

dence peaked in mid-October and has gradually declined since then. As of December 11, a total of 5,159 suspected 

typhoid fever cases had been identified since October 2017.  The outbreak has been attributed to ruptured sewer 

lines and subsequent contamination of borehole water supplies. The concurrent cholera outbreak has complicated 

control efforts.  R  1  2  3 

Removed from last bi-weekly list: 

Salmonella Concord (US, multistate) 

West Nile virus (Europe, multistate) 

Autochthonous dengue (France) 

Autochthonous malaria (Greece) 

New outbreaks since last bi-weekly list: 

*Pertussis (US, multistate 

*Czech Republic (Tick-borne encephalitis) 

*Rubella (Spain) 

 

 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277423/OEW52-2228122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.promedmail.org/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276677/OEW49-0107122018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/bulletin-cholera-and-awd-outbreaks-eastern-and-southern-africa-regional-update-2
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277377/OEW51-1521122018.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276043/OEW47-1723112018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274452/OEW37-0814092018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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