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Adult Patient Vaccination Policy

Sample Hospital Policy and Protocols for Influenza and Pneumococcal Vaccination

(Name of Hospital)
	Subject:
Adult Patient Influenza and Pneumococcal Screening and Vaccination
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	Department Approval:
	Date: 
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	Date:
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	This Replaces:
	Department Approval:


	Date:
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POLICY:

All adult patients admitted to ______________ Hospital will be screened to determine their risk status for influenza and invasive pneumococcal disease.  Those patients found to be in a high-risk group, who do not have vaccine contraindications, and who desire vaccination, will be administered the appropriate vaccine(s) prior to discharge from this facility.

PROCEDURE:  
1. As part of the nursing admission assessment, all patients who are 18 years of age and older will be screened to determine their risk status for influenza and invasive pneumococcal disease.  The Vaccination Screening and Order Form will be used.

2. This screening will be done 365 days a year.

3. The most current versions of the applicable Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) will be given to the patient during the screening process and will be used to assist in educating the patient regarding the vaccines.  The publication date printed on the VIS will be documented on the screening and order form.

4. Vaccine administration for high-risk patients, who do not have vaccine contraindications, and who desire vaccination:

a. The screening and order form will be placed in the physician order section of the patient’s medical record and be processed according to routine hospital medication protocols.

b. The vaccine(s) will be given with 9 a.m. medications on hospital day two.  Outpatients will be given vaccine at the end of the visit, before leaving the hospital.
c. Patients with temperatures greater than or equal to 101( F will have the vaccination rescheduled for the same time the following day.  Vaccination administration will be documented on the patient’s medication administration record according to hospital protocol.  In addition to documenting the administration of the vaccine(s), the nurse will also document the vaccine manufacturer, lot number, and expiration date.

d. Patients discharged before hospital day two must receive appropriate vaccinations prior to leaving the hospital.

e. Influenza vaccine should be administered until June as long as the influenza season’s vaccine is available and has not expired (most influenza vaccine expires on June 30 annually).  

f. If influenza vaccine is indicated but unavailable, this will be documented on the medication administration record and the nurse will educate the patient regarding his/her high-risk status and the importance of receiving the vaccine at the beginning of each influenza season. 

5. High-risk patients with no contraindications but who refuse vaccination:

a. Notify the physician of the patient’s refusal, have the patient sign a Refusal of Vaccination form and document this in the Nurses’ Notes section of the patient record.

b. Post the vaccination and screening form in the Progress Notes section of the patient record.

c. The admitting physician will be responsible for further patient counseling.  

[Alternate process:]

a. Notify Pharmacy of the patient’s refusal and document this in the Nurses’ Notes section of the patient record.

b. Post the vaccination and screening form in the Progress Notes section of the patient record.

c. Pharmacy will be responsible for further patient counseling and documentation of results in the Progress Notes section of the patient record.

6. Physicians who choose to cancel vaccination orders must do so on a physician’s order form.  Their reason for canceling the vaccine order must also be documented.
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