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Dear Colleague:

Lead poisoning remains a serious but preventable health problem. In 2014, more than
8,000 children and 1,000 women of reproductive age (18-49 years) residing in New York
City (NYC) had blood lead levels (BLLs) = 5 pug/dL. Health care providers play a key role in
preventing, detecting, and managing lead exposure. This packet contains guidelines and
other information to help you assess and reduce your patients’ risk of lead exposure, as
well as manage those who have been exposed. New York State law requires providers to

* educate all parents and pregnant women about how to prevent lead poisoning,

* test children at both 1 and 2 years of age and other children at risk,

e assess children up to 6 years of age annually and test those at risk,

* assess all pregnant women at the initial prenatal visit and test those at risk,

* report BLLs > 10 pug/dL to the NYC Health Department within 24 hours,

* report all BLLs analyzed in your office using a point-of-care device (LeadCare®) to

the NYC Health Department (BLLs < 10 pg/dL within 5 days and BLLs > 10 pg/dL
within 24 hours).

Entering children’s BLL results into the Online Registry (nyc.gov/health/cir) is the
preferred method of reporting. Children’s results that cannot be submitted via the Online
Registry and all adult reports should be faxed to 347-396-8935. To report a hospital
admission for lead poisoning or to discuss a case, call 646-632-6002 and ask for the Case
Coordination Unit. To obtain more information about lead poisoning, go to nyc.gov/lead
or call 311 and ask for the Healthy Homes Program. Thank you for your continuing efforts
to help prevent, identify, and manage lead poisoning in NYC.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Ehrlich, MD, MPH Deborah Nagin, MPH

Medical Director Director
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