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Action Items 

 CSB members agreed to electronically review and approve documents on an ad hoc basis including the LGBTQ Behavioral 
Health Roadmap.  

 CSB Coordinator will send out an example of some past legislative priorities developed for the Cities Thrive Coalition and 
ask that CSB members provide a few community legislative priorities for the upcoming year.  

 CSB Coordinator will send out the Overdose Prevention Site Report.  

 NYCDOHMH will incorporate CSB feedback to the Local Services Plan.  
 

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and ThriveNYC Update: Dr. Gary Belkin 

 ThriveNYC is moving into a new phase with a focus on sustainability, community partnership and generating greater 
capacity and intentionality across the city.  
 

Agenda Item 2: Updates from the CSB Subcommittees: 

 Mental Health: Focused on developing Local Services Plan (LSP) objectives. The group has identified target areas to 
continue advising on: immigration, youth and families (particularly fathers), and suicide in subpopulations.   

 Substance Misuse: Convened with the Drug Strategy Council. The Subcommittee reviewed the report and a second 
meeting date will be in July to continue discussing strategies to reduce overdose deaths. Other initiatives include 
increased capacity for overdose and naloxone, expanding RELAY programs across the city, new HEAT teams among others. 
CSB members to review the public Drug Strategy Report.  

 Developmental Disabilities: Met with five Developmental Disability Borough Councils to jointly review and draft relevant 
portions of the LSP. The Subcommittee met in May to discuss on going work and is advising on ways to define unmet 
need, methods for getting data and identifying partners to work with. The Subcommittee will have monthly data calls.  

 Criminal Justice: Advising on three main areas: prevention and crisis interventions, diversion programs and peer 
employment. Currently, co-response teams are expanding, work is being done in the post-arrest and pre-arraignment 
space and community education and peer employment remain priorities.  

 LGBTQ: Advised on the LSP and will also be advising on ways to make Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) more responsive to 
the LGBTQ community and how to do impactful outreach. The CSB will review the LGBTQ Behavioral Health Roadmap and 
send comments and approval by email.  

 
Agenda Item 3: Community Legislative Priorities Brainstorming  

 Each year, the Division of Mental Hygiene identifies priorities for its legislative agenda that will have an important impact 
on access to behavioral health and treatment. 

 CSB members mentioned that their legislative priorities include (1) more flexibility in state regulations around telehealth 
and dual licensing to provide integrated care and (2) opioid and fentanyl use.  

 
Agenda Item 4: Local Services Plan 

 The LSP was developed across the Division of Mental Hygiene with input from different CSB Subcommittees. The current 

draft lists goals and objectives in areas NYS prescribes. The relevant State Offices review plans from across the different 

local government units (LGUs) which feeds into a broader comprehensive statewide plan. 

 CSB members brought up concerns 1) about lack of alignment between what is put into the LSP and resource allocation at 

the state level and 2) whether the state is using the LSP to actually measure unmet need and local resource needs. CSB 

members believe that: 

o The LSP should be a mechanism for providing recommendations and requesting additional local resources for 

corresponding local needs.  

o The state should align its budgetary, legislative and regulatory processes with local needs mentioned in the LSP.   

 The CSB requested an update at the next meeting on Division of Mental Hygiene efforts to further align city and state 

planning.  

 CSB members also requested that the LSP explicitly mentions work around (1)  ensuring variety of organizations are able 

and ready to effectively utilize peers and (2) continuing the robust work around diversion programs as a way to connect 

individuals to needed services.  

 Motion: The CSB passed a motion to accept the NYC 2019 LSP on condition that specific recommendations are added.  


