
 
NEW YORK CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE 
 

Notice of Adoption of Amendment to  
Chapter 7 of Title 24 of the Rules of the City of New York 

 
In accordance with Section 1043(b) of the New York City Charter (“Charter”) and pursuant to the 
authority granted to the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“Department”) by 
Section 556 of the Charter, a notice of public hearing and opportunity to comment on the Department’s 
proposal to amend Chapter 7 of Title 24 of the Rules of the City of New York (“24 RCNY”) was 
published in the City Record on June 12, 2019, and a public hearing was held on July 15, 2019.  No one 
testified at the public hearing and no public comments were received. The Department did not make any 
change to the proposed amendments and now adopts the amendments as set forth below. 
 

Statement of Basis and Purpose 
 
In 2018, Chapter 7 of 24 RCNY was repealed and restated to, among other things, provide a list of 
monetary penalties associated with violations of the New York City Health Code (“Health Code”) and 
other applicable law or regulations enforced by the Department. 
 
This rule change amends the penalty associated with failure to remove canine waste by aligning it with 
the maximum penalty prescribed in state law.  With certain exceptions, New York State Public Health 
Law §1310 (“PHL §1310”) requires the dog owner or person having possession, control or custody of a 
dog to remove any feces left by such dog from any public area.  PHL § 1310 provides that a violation of 
that duty is punishable by a fine of not more than $250.  Currently, Appendix 7-A of Chapter 7 of 24 
RCNY sets the initial penalty for failure to remove canine waste at $100 with a default penalty of $200. 
The Department now amends the penalty for both an initial and default violation to match the $250 
penalty provided in PHL §1310. 
 

Statutory Authority 
 
This rule amendment is authorized by PHL § 1310; Charter §§ 555(b)(2), 556, 558(b) and (e) and 1043 
and § 3.11 of the Health Code. 
 

• PHL § 1310 provides that a failure to remove canine waste from a public area is punishable by a 
fine not exceeding $250. 

• Charter § 555(b)(2) authorizes the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene to assess 
penalties for health-related regulations. 

• Charter § 556 authorizes the Department to regulate all matters affecting health in the City of 
New York.   

• Charter § 558 authorizes the Board of Health to set civil penalties for the enforcement of the 
Health Code. 

• Charter § 1043 gives the Department rulemaking powers. 
• Health Code § 3.11 provides the penalty range for violations of the Health Code or other 

applicable law or regulation enforced by the Department. 
 
 
New material is underlined. 
[Deleted material is in brackets.] 
 



 
Section 1.  The penalty for NYS PHL 1310 contained in Appendix 7-A of Chapter 7 of Title 24 of the 
Rules of the City of New York is amended to read as follows: 
 

 
Section of Law Violation Description Standard 

Penalty 
Default 
Penalty 

NYS PHL 1310 Failure to remove canine waste [100] 250 [200] 250 
 
 


