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Session Rules

• This presentation describes new rules and 
procedures primarily about Mobile Food 
Unit Permittees 

• The session is 60 minutes
• Please hold all questions until after the 

presentation
• Please be considerate of your fellow 

vendors and refrain from having 
conversations with your companions



Objectives

• Inform Mobile Food Unit Permittees of 
major regulatory and program changes:
 Handheld computers for inspections

 Permittees are responsible for vending 
operations

 Permittees are responsible for violations



Objectives

 Permittee photographs and pre-permit 
inspections

 Authorized Vendor Form application 
requirement

 Unit construction requirements



Objectives

 Workers Compensation and Disability 
Insurance application requirement

 Notifying DOHMH of changes in information

 Illegal Transfer of a Permit or License

 Food Protection Course for Mobile Vendors 
revision



Additional Information

• The following information sheets are available at 
the sign-in table and or on our website:
 Regulations and Laws pertaining to Mobile Vending 

(website only)
 New Regulations for Mobile Food Vendors: What You 

Need to Know & Supply And Equipment 
Requirements For Mobile Food Vending Units 
(handout and website)

 Health Academy – Food Protection Course for Mobile 
Vendors & Workers’ Compensation and Disability 
Insurance (handout and website)

 Restricted Streets List (website only)



Handheld Computers for Inspections

• Starting in February, 2013 the DOHMH 
launched a new Mobile Vending 
Inspection System (MoVIS)

• Inspectors now record inspections on a 
handheld computer

• Inspection reports are printed similar to a 
parking ticket

• In October, 2013 pre-permit inspections 
were added to the handheld inspections



Paper Inspection Report



Handheld Computer Inspection 
Report



Handheld Computer Inspection 
Report



Permittees are Responsible for 
Vending Operations

• In the past violations were issued to the 
vendors working on the unit, citing the 
vending license

• Vendor may or may not have also been the 
permit holder

• The permit holder, as the business owner, is 
supposed to oversee operations and ensure 
that vending rules are followed

• Poor supervision by some permittees allowed 
some vendors to fail to follow food safety and 
other vending rules, putting the public at risk



Permittees are Responsible for
Violations

• Permittees will now be cited for all but a few 
violations observed during an inspection

• Both DOHMH and NYPD will cite violations to 
the permittee. 

• Violations will be served on the vendor at the 
unit at the time of the inspection and mailed 
to the permittee at the address on file with 
DOHMH

• Any vendor you allow to work on your unit is 
your agent and receiving the Notice of 
Violation is service on you, the permittee



Permittees are Responsible for All 
Violations

• NYPD summons served at the inspection 
will now indicate: “Issued to Permittee of 
Decal # 123456” or “ Holder - Mobile Food 
Vending Unit Permit Decal Immediately 
Below” 



Sample - NYPD ECB Summons 



Permittees are Responsible for 
All Violations

• The copy mailed to the permittee will 
replace the decal number with the name of 
the permittee 

• There will be no significant change in what 
you see on DOHMH’s inspection reports



Permittees are Responsible for 
Violations

• NYPD started on April 7, 2014

• DOHMH will start April 27, 2014



Photographs & Pre-permit 
Inspections

• RCNY §6-11 Inspections; permit 
issuance and renewal. 
 (c) Permit holder photographs. All individual 

applicants for a new or renewed permit, and 
persons who require a replacement or 
substitute permit or decal for a mobile food 
vending unit, shall personally appear at a 
location designated by the Department so that 
a current identifying photograph may be 
taken. 



Photographs & Pre-permit 
Inspections

• RCNY §6-11 Inspections; permit issuance and renewal. 
 (d) Pre permit inspections and reinspections. Permit applicants 

or permittees must bring the mobile food vending unit in for 
inspection, at a place designated by the Department, and 
present (i) a currently valid mobile food vendor’s license, and (ii) 
another government issued photo identification acceptable to the 
Department in the following circumstances: 

– (1) Before the issuance of a new or renewed mobile food vending 
permit and decal; 

– (2) When a permittee seeks to replace a mobile food vending unit with 
another unit; 

– (3) When a permittee seeks to amend a permit classification from non-
processing to processing or processing to non-processing; 

– (4) When a mobile food vending unit has sustained a material alteration, 
as defined in §89.03 (e) of the Health Code; or 

– (5) When any permit decal has been removed. 



Authorized Vendor Form application 
requirement

• RCNY §6-11 Inspections; permit issuance and 
renewal. 
(f) Identifying operators of mobile food vending units. 
The applicant for a new or renewal permit must (1) 
complete a form provided by the Department listing 
the name(s), address(es), telephone number(s) and 
the currently valid mobile food vending unit license 
number(s) of each person who will be operating the 
mobile food vending unit, and (2) provide a statement 
describing the legal relationship of such person to the 
permit holder, in accordance with §17-309(b)(1) of the 
Administrative Code. The completed form shall be 
signed and notarized by the permit applicant. 



Authorized Vendor Form



Unit Construction Requirements

• As of October 31, 2013 the maximum size of a 
cart is 10 feet x 5 feet

• Any permit that was renewed by October 31, 2013 
was allowed to use a larger cart until the next 
permit renewal or decal replacement (substitution 
or closing)

• There are no mobile vending laws about the 
requirement for vehicles. Motor vehicle or other 
laws may apply.

• Some units may need to be re-designed to meet 
the new size – awnings are included in the size



Unit Construction Requirements
• For a complete listing of all construction requirements 

please visit the DOHMH website

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/about/health-
code.shtml

 NYC Health Code Article 89 – Mobile Vending
 NYC Health Code Article 81 – Food Service 

Establishments
 Rules of the City of New York (RCNY), Chapter 6 – Food 

Units



Workers Compensation and Disability 
Insurance Application Requirement

• New York State Law requires that before any 
license or permit can be issued in NY state that 
the issuing agency verify that the permittee or 
licensee has valid Workers Compensation and 
Disability Insurance (WCDI) for workers 

• Anyone vending from the permittee’s unit is an 
“employee” and permittee must provide WCDI

• DOHMH is now requiring all MV Permittees to 
show proof they have WCDI or are exempt in 
order to obtain a permit or renew.



Workers Compensation and Disability 
Insurance Application Requirement

• In “general” WCDI is required:
 If you have a contractual relationship with a 

worker, i.e. you hire a vendor to work for a salary
 If you employ a family member
 If the permittee works the unit alone (you can 

apply for an exemption but still must submit the 
CE200 exemption form)

• For more information visit:
http://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/main/Employers
/ProveItToMoveIt.pdf



Notifying DOHMH of Changes in 
Information

• Permittees and Licensees must notify the 
Department within ten (10) business days of 
any change in the information provided on an 
application for a license or a permit (Health 
Code §89.13) including, but not limited to:
 Your address and contact information 
 Names and license numbers of persons 

authorized to operate a permittee's mobile food 
vending unit

 Where you store and service your unit 



Notifying DOHMH of Changes in 
Information

• Failure to timely notify the Department of a 
change in address by a licensee or permittee 
shall result in the declaration of a default if 
the Department commences a proceeding for 
the licensee or vendor to show cause why the 
Commissioner should not revoke or suspend 
the license or permit and mails the petition 
and notice of hearing to the licensee's or 
permittee's last known address as maintained 
in Department records. 



Illegal Transfer of a Permit
• Health Code §89.17 Prohibition against 

transfer of a license or permit. 
(a) Transfers prohibited. No person holding a 
permit for a mobile food vending unit or a license 
to operate a mobile food vending unit shall sell, 
lend, lease or in any manner transfer his or her 
license, permit, badge or decal, except in 
accordance with applicable law. 
(b) Unauthorized transfer voids permit and license. 
Any unauthorized transfer or attempt to transfer a 
license, permit, badge or decal shall automatically 
void such license, permit, badge and identification 
insignia. 



Food Protection Course for Mobile 
Food Vendors

• The DOHMH Health Academy in 
conjunction with the Mobile Food Vending 
Program has made extensive revisions to 
the Food Protection Course offered to 
Mobile Food Vendors (MV-FPC)

• The MV-FPC will now provide significant 
guidance on many areas where we have 
observed that vendors fail to comply with 
regulations



Food Protection Course for Mobile 
Food Vendors

• Areas being significantly emphasized:
 Permit requirements
 Placement requirements
 Commissary requirements
 Unit construction requirements
 Basic food vending operation requirements



Food Protection Course for Mobile 
Food Vendors

• There has been no change in the cost or 
length of the MV-FPC

• Languages available
 English



Food Protection Course for Mobile 
Food Vendors

• For more information on the revised 
Mobile Food Vendors Food protection 
Course please visit the DOHMH Health 
Academy website

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/services/h
ealth-academy.shtml



Questions

• If we couldn’t get to your question please 
contact us!

Mobile Food Vending Inspection Program
(646) 632-6203

MFVInspections@health.nyc.gov


