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DOI ARRESTS TWO BRONX MEN CHARGED WITH BRIBERY
IN FAILED ATTEMPT TO CONVERT CELLAR TO ILLEGAL APARTMENT
--DOB Manager’s report of bribe offer initiates DOI investigation-ROSE GILL HEARN, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), announced
today the results of an investigation that led to the arrests of a Bronx building owner and his father on charges of
giving $500 in bribes to an undercover DOI investigator they believed was a City Department of Buildings (“DOB”)
employee in a failed attempt to obtain DOB’s approval of an illegal residential conversion of their cellar. DOI initiated
its investigation the same day a DOB manager reported he had been offered, and had refused, a $1,000 bribe by one
of the defendants to change DOB records. A copy of DOI’s report of the investigation is attached. The office of Bronx
County District Attorney Robert T. Johnson is prosecuting the case.
DOI Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn said, “An attempt to bribe a City employee to allow an illegal cellar
apartment is a crime that, if successful, would jeopardize public safety. DOI commends the Buildings Department
manager who immediately reported this crime, enabling investigators to stop it in progress and expose the
wrongdoing. This case should give pause to anyone thinking that paying off a City employee is the way around safety
regulations.”
RAMDAT KHARRAN, 53, and his son, ANDREW KHARRAN, 24, both of the Bronx, are each charged with
Bribery in the Third Degree, a class D felony, and Criminal Solicitation in the Fourth Degree, a class A misdemeanor.
In addition, RAMDAT KHARRAN is charged in a separate complaint with an additional count of Criminal Solicitation in
the Fourth Degree in connection with the failed attempt to engage a DOB manager to change Buildings records in
exchange for money. Upon conviction, a class D felony is punishable by up to seven years in prison, and a class A
misdemeanor is punishable by up to a year’s incarceration.
According to DOI’s report and the criminal complaint, DOB denied the owner’s 2010 application to convert 2564
Davidson Ave. in the Bronx to a three-family dwelling because the proposed third residential area was a cellar that
had not been legally converted to a basement as is required for occupancy. On January 19, 2012, a DOB manager
reported to DOI he had been offered, and had rejected, a $1,000 bribe to alter a DOB record so the job could be
approved, specifically to change the record to reflect there was a basement and not a cellar at the property. After the
DOB manager rejected the bribe offer a DOI undercover investigator posing as a DOB employee contacted ANDREW
KHARRAN indicating he could assist him. On January 24, 2012, the defendants met with the undercover investigator
and discussed a new Certificate of Occupancy for the property and changing the Buildings record to reflect a
basement at the address. At this meeting, RAMDAT KHARRAN acknowledged offering $1,000 to a DOB employee
the prior week to make the same change and paid the undercover investigator $200 in advance; promising another
$300 once the defendants received proof the record had been changed. Two days later, the defendants met with the
undercover investigator and paid the undercover investigator an additional $300 after being told the record had been
changed and the conversion was approved.
Commissioner Gill Hearn thanked Bronx County District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and DOB Commissioner
Robert D. LiMandri and their staffs for their assistance in this investigation.
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The investigation was conducted by DOI’s Office of the Inspector General for DOB.
Assistant District Attorney Michael Fraggetta of the Bronx County District Attorney’s Investigations Division is
prosecuting the case under the supervision of Thomas Leahy, Chief of the Investigations Division.
A criminal complaint is an accusation. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty.

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country. The agency investigates and refers for prosecution City employees and
contractors engaged in corrupt or fraudulent activities or unethical conduct. Investigations may involve any agency, officer, elected official or
employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City.
DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/doinews
Get the worms out of the Big Apple. To report someone ripping off the City, call DOI at (212) 825-5959.
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