The City of New York
Department of Investigation
ROSE GILL HEARN
COMMISSIONER

Release 99-2006
www.nyc.gov/doi

80 MAIDEN LANE
NEW YORK, NY 10038
212-825-5900

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2006

CONTACT: EMILY GEST
(212) 825-5931

MAN INDICTED FOR ALLEGEDLY SUBMITTING 70 FAKE DOCUMENTS TO GET
$3,700 IN PARKING TICKETS DISMISSED
Today, in Manhattan Supreme Court, JOHN NEVAREZ, was charged by indictment with allegedly submitting more than 70
fraudulent documents in order to have 37 parking summonses totaling more than $3,700 dismissed.
NEVAREZ, 54, of Manhattan, was charged with 16 counts of Criminal Possession of a Forged Instrument in the Second
Degree, and 16 counts of Tampering with Physical Evidence. If convicted, he faces up to 7 years in jail. The defendant was held on
$10,000 bail.
DOI investigators determined that NEVAREZ, or individuals who claimed to be working with him, appeared at Department
of Finance (DOF) administrative hearings claiming to represent the registered owners or operators of vehicles that had received
summonses. NEVAREZ and his associates allegedly submitted phony receipts to the hearing officer that falsely indicated that the
vehicles in question did not deserve summonses because the vehicles were broken at the time the summonses had been issued and the
vehicles subsequently have been towed and repaired. DOI determined that the vehicles were not disabled at the times the summonses
were issued, and that the receipts presented at the hearings had not been issued by the companies listed on the letterhead. NEVAREZ
charged the owners or operators of these vehicles approximately 50% of the value of the summonses for his representation at the
hearings.
NEVAREZ has been the subject of several newspaper articles chronicling his exploits involving immigrants seeking green
cards.
DOI Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn said “This defendant may soon have a lot of time on his hands in which he can fully
learn that is it unlawful to scam people or the justice system. Additionally, these vehicle owners and operators have been
shortchanged. Their wrongfully dismissed tickets have been reinstated with treble damages and they are out the money they paid the
defendant.”
Commissioner Gill Hearn thanked the City Department of Finance’s Commissioner Martha E. Stark, and members of her
staff, for their assistance and cooperation in the investigation. The investigation was conducted by Assistant Commissioner Robert
Joyce, Inspector General Gia L. Morris, First Assistant Inspector General Jeffrey Dolcimascolo and Special Investigator Dalila
Cummings. This matter is being prosecuted by the office of Manhattan District Attorney Robert M. Morgenthau. Senior Investigative
Counsel Joanne Siegmund of the Special Prosecutions Bureau has been assigned to the case.
Criminal charges are accusations. Defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.
DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country. The agency investigates and refers for prosecution City
employees and contractors engaged in corrupt or fraudulent activities or unethical conduct. Investigations may involve any agency,
officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City.
Get the worms out of the Big Apple. To report someone ripping off the city, call DOI at (212) 825-5959.

